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NOTE. 


The  issue  of  this  Volume  being  a  preliminary  one,  it  is  parti- 
cularly requested  that  inaccuracies,  omissions,  suggestions  to 
make  it  more  complete,  &c.,  &c.,  may  he  notified  at  an  early  date 
to  the  Deputy  Quarter  Master  General,  Intelligence  Branch* 
Quarter  Master  General's  Department  in  India,  Simla,  "with  a 
yiew  to  its  being  revised  before  a  farther  issue  is  made. 


M.  S.  BELL,  Lieut.- Colonel, 

Deputy  Quarter  Matter  General,  Intelligence  Branch. 


PREFACE. 


Thb  Routes  in  Persia  are  based  on  AlacGregor'a  Routes  [in  Asia, 
8ection  IT,  supplemented  by  the  additional  information  contain- 
ed in  the  u  Persian  Itineraries  "  (Fart  II)  published  in  1880  by 
the  Intelligence  Branch  in  England.  In  addition  to  the  above, 
the  following  Works  and  Reports  have  been  consulted,  and  the 
Itineraries  therein  given  embodied  in  the  Routes  in  Persia  : — 


••• 


••■ 


Clouds  in  tie  EaBt 

Report  ob  Travels  in  Southern  Persia 

Militaij  Report  on  South-West  Persia 

Report  oo  a  Tour  in  Fars     ... 

Unexplored  Baluchistan 

ftarratire  of  a  Journey  to  Baluchistan   ... 

Notes  of  a  Journey  through  Kurdistan  ... 

Reports  on  Routes  in  Eastern  Persia 

Journeys  in  Central  Asia     ... 

Notes  of  Route  Surveys  in  Northern  Persia 

Journey  through  Khurasan  ... 

Confidential  Reports  and  Diaries 

Notes  on  a  Journey  from  Baghdad  through 
Kurdistan      ...  ...  ... 

Notes  of  a  Journey  between  Shiraz  and 

Six  Months  in  Persia  ••• 

Confidential  Reports  and  Diaries 
Reports  on  Journeys  in  South-West  Persia 
Report  of  a  Journey  in  Persian  Baluchistan 


Colonel  V.  Baker     ... 
W.  Baring,  Esq. 
Lieut.-Col.  M.  Bell,  v.c. 
Captain  E.  Durand  ... 
E.  Floyer,  Esq. 
Gasteiger  Khan 
Lieut-Col.  Gerard,  c.b. 
Captain  W.  Gill       ... 
Lessar 

Lieut.-Col.  B.  Lovett, 
c.s.i.  ,., 

Colonel  C.  MacGregor, 

C.S.I.,  C.I.B.  . .. 

Captain   the   Hon'ble 
G.  C.  Napier 

T.  C.  Plowden,  Esq.  ... 


••• 


•  •• 


J.  B.  Preece,  E»q. 
E.  Stack,  Esq. 
Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  Stewart 
Captain  H.  Wells,  b.e. 
Captain  Jennings    ... 


1876 

1882 

1884 

1878 

1882 

1881 

1883  ~" 

1881 

.1883 

1883 

1879 

1875 

1831 

1884 

1882 

1881.88 

1881 

1885 


The  QeograpMcol  Magazine  to  date,  and  such  authorities  as 
Harris,  Grodekoff,  Khanikoff,  Petnisevitch,  and  Schindler,  have 
also  been  referred  to. 

The  Boutes  hare  been  arranged  on  the  principle  observed  in 
the  Moutet  in  Asia,  except  that  an  endeavour  has  been  made, 
where  several  authorities  describe  the  same  route,  to  combine  the 
information  thus  obtained  under  one  heading.  For  convenience 
<f  reference,  a  short  account  of  each  starting-point  has  been  given 


IT 

under  a  separate  heading  in  its  proper  alphabetical  positic 
as  a  rule,  all  descriptions  of  such  places  have  been  omitte 
the  actual  itineraries. 

In  order  to  reduce  the  bulk  of  this  work,  extranec 
personal  matter  has  been,  as  far  as  possible,  eliminated, 
of  places  hare,  as  a  rule,  been  spelt  in  accordance  with  t 
of  Persia  compiled  by  Major  Oliver  St.  John.  Routes  lead 
Persia  from  foreign  territory, — such,  for  example,  as  tin 
from  Baghd&d  to  Tihr&n, — are  given  in  the  Appendix 

• 

as  two  of  Captain  Jennings9  Routes.  An  exception  has,  h 
been  made  in  the  case  of  routes  starting  from  Askabad  < 
points  in  the  Russian  district  of  Trans-  Caspia,  which  roul 
be  found  in  the  body  of  the  work.  In  the  Appendix  i 
given  a  Table  of  Telegraph  routes  in  Persia,  as  well  a 
notes  on  travelling  in  that  country,  which  may  prove  us 
future  travellers. 

Colonel  H.  Bengough,  late  of  the  West  Riding  Rej 
Captain  N.  Powlett,  Royal  Artillery,  and  Captain  Beley, '. 
Assistant  Quarter  Master  General,  have  also  at  various  tim 
employed  upon  the  compilation  of  these  routes. 

.    E.  G.  BARROW,  Capiat* 
Simla,  Jaotaby  1887. 

Dejnj.  Asst.  Quarter  Master  Get 

Intelligent 


Routes  Nos,  40 A  and  47  A  are  bound  up  at  the  end  of  the  Volujbk^ 


MITES  IN  PERSIA, 


AHMADI. 

Lat.  27°  46'  j  Long.  56°  4ti. 

A  village  ill  Pare,  about  90  miles  N.E.  of  Bdttdar  Abbas  on  the  Bam  road. 
It  is  important  as  the  junction  of  roads  to  Bam,  Bandar  Abbas,  and  Said- 
abad  {vide  Routes  Mos.  1  and  36). 


Route  No.  1. 

Ahmadi  to  SaldXbAd. 


A  ittiority.— Abbott* 


Starjv  or  baiting  place. 


DiMurcxx  tir  tnii. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


I    DaclatXbXd 


30 


30 


Description,  Ac. 


Our  route  from  Ahmadi  led  about  N.N.W. 
towards  the  mountains  by  a  path,  stony  in  parts. 
At  1\  mile  we  entered  a  deep  pass  leading  at  first 
N.»  the  pass  greatly  expanding  as  We  advanced, 
tal  containing  bushes  of  various  kinds.  At  3£  mile  we  ascended  the  rocks  by  a  difficult 
ind  dangerous  path,  in  which  some  baggage  mules  fell,  occasioning  much  delay ;  8  or  10 
mioatr*  would  otherwise  have  sufficed  to  take  us  to  the  summit,  whence  we  descended 
immediately  into  a  small  plain,  the  surface  of  which,  at  first  perfectly  sterile,  was  farther 
■o  ftpnnUed  with  tufts  and  bushes,  but  exceedingly  stony.  The  plain  stretches  £.  and  W., 
:  -id  is  apparently  of  no  great  extent ;  our  way  across  it  led  us  N.  30°  E.  and  N.  25°  £.  to 
*»me  low  hills,  where  we  proceeded  along  the  dry  bed  of  a  salt  stream.  At  9J  mile  we 
-atcred  »  pan  through  red  hills,  winding  through  which,  by  a  gentle  ascent,  we  crossed  at 
•»e  14th  mile  the  valley  side,  and  immediately  afterwards  proceeded  N.  10°  E.  over  hills.  At 
t'**  15th  mile  we  turned  off  the  road  to  our  right  to  a  sulphurous  spring  of  water,  which, 
•  t..*i^h  extremely  nauseous  to  the  taste,  is  still  used  by  travellers  for  want  of  better.  We 
"  at i fined  due  N.  over  the  hills  for  a  space,  and  at  the  16th  mile  proceeded  up  a  narrow 
r  urged  ravine  in  direction  between  85°  and  50°,  presently  reaching  its  summit ;  thence  by  a 
7-rkdoal  descent  55°  E.  and  N.,  and  down  a  valley  between  the  points  W.  by  N.  and  N.W. 
tir  N.  to  a  dump  of  palms  at  17  J  mile ;  then  N.  until  we  entered  the  plain  of  Orzu  at  the 
1Mb  mile,  proceeding  over  a  stony  tract  by  a  slight  descent.  This  is  an  extensive  plain, 
nnaing  in  length  E.  and  W. ;  its  southern  side  is  covered  with  bushes  and  is  very  stony, 
t<i+  towards  the  centre  it  is  of  a  light,  fine  soil.  The  little  fort  of  Daulatabad  is  surrounded 
If  a  village  of  hats  composed  of  branches  and  reeds. 


-i-Nau 


90 


60 


We  were  early  off  in  a  direction  of  300°.  Four 
miles  and  a  half  brought  us  up  to  a  copious 
kanat%  close  to  the  fort  of  Kadrabad. 
We  proceeded  parallel  with  mountains  half  a  mile  distant  to  our  right ;  towards  the  12th 
rxrje  these  mountains  receding  to  N.  form  a  wide  recess  in  the  plain,  which  is  widest  at 
Uiu   part  and  at  Daulatabad.     At  the  14th  mile,  Allahabad,  a  lately  abandoned  fort, 


•>!■»  W 


Route  No.  1 — contd. 
Ahmad]  to  Saidalad — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


PlSTAlCCB,  IV  XILK3. 


Description,  Lc. 


bore  due  N.  one  mile  distant ;  and  N".  10°  W.  were  the  snowy  mountain*  of  Kli 
division  of  Akta,  which,  notwithstanding  its  mountainous  character,  abound*  with  fruit  j 
The  habitations  there  are  of  mud  and  stone.  At  the  loth  mile  we  reached  hoiih* 
several  high  ridges  of  which  interrupt  the  plain  at  this  point,  running  N.N.W.  ami 
The  juniper  trees  had  become  scarcer  in  this  part.  At  l*h  mile  the  deserted  fort  u£ 
bore  N.  5°  W.  about  2  miles  distant.  Presently  afterwards  we  passed  the  ruins  < 
small  forts  and  some  fruit-gardens.  At  19£  mile  occurred  the  fort  of  Khan  Mu 
belonging  to  A f sham,  who  speak  Turkish.  A  good  deal  of  land  was  under  cult  ivat 
this  part  of  the  plain,  watered  by  copious  kanat  streams.  At  the  20th  mile  we  reach  i 
small  fort  of  Sultanabad. 


3.  GishkCh 


28 


88 


One  and  one-third  miles  to  Ziarat,  j 
collection  of  huts,  an  Imdmzadah,  and  plan 
of  palms.  We  proceeded  diagonally  on  a  I 
of  315°  across  it,  and  at  the  4th  mile  reach** 
huts  and  the  ruined  fort  of  Dasht-  Bfr.  At  the  8th  mile  our  way  layover  a  stony 
clothed  with  tufts;  at  14§  mile  by  a  shallow  valley  through  low  hill*,  occupying  the  ext 
of  the  plain  ;  at  16.J  mile  a  watch-tower  to  our  left ;  at  18  j  mile  a  well  of  water,  and  pn 
another  watch-tower,  after  which  we  crossed  an  open  but  uneven  tract  of  country.  At  '1\ 
*  he  little  fort  of  Rishgir  bore  210°  1  mile  off;  and  at  the  24  th  we  reached  the 
Muhamadabad,  and  immediately  got  on  to  the  highroad  between  Yazd  and  Bandar  I 
thence  \\  miles  beyond  brought  us  to  a  large  round  tower  and  village  huts,  known  as  A 
a  little  to  the  right  of  the  main  road  we  were  on.  At  27 \  mile  quitting  this  road  we  rea 
the  28th  mile  the  fort  Gishkuh.  Hence  to  Bandar  Abbaa  33  J  farsakhs,  to  Yazd  S0/iu 
and  to  Karman  4fifarsakfts.  This  measure  varies  a  good  deal  in  these  part*,  namely,  f ix 
4  miles  :   between  Yazd  and  the  Gnlf  I  believe  that  3  miles  per  farsakh  may  be  reckn 


4.  Krjx 


25 


! 


113 


Quitting  Aliabad  and  regaining  the  hi 
leading  to  Yazd,  we  proceeded  by  a  gradi 
cent  northward.  The  plain  traverse 
clothed  with  tufts  and  scattered  bushes. 


mile  passed  a  tower  and  garden  belonging  to  an  adjoining  hamlet  embosomed  in  trees, 
a  mile  farther  on  we  left  a  little  to  our  right.  At  the  end  of  the  5th  mile  we  alightc 
pond  of  good  water,  possessing  two  trees  and  some  cultivation  near  it.  At  the  Stli  mi 
mountains  of  Khabr  bore  exactly  E.,  distant  probably  25  miles.  At  the  9th  mile,  *«i 
tinuing  north  ward,  w»»  reached  some  low  hills,  and  traversed  them  by  a  broad  passage  \ 
easy  ascent,  gaining  the  summit  at  the  13th  mile.  Here  we  entered  the  district  of 
and  proceeded  by  a  gentle  descent  through  low  lulls  in  a  direction  a  little  K.  of  N.  un 
14th  mile,  when,  reaching  a  plain  of  great  extent,  we  continued  northward.  Fimli 
could  not  reach  any  village  before  nightfall,  at  about  the  20th  mile  we  turned  off  th 
across  the  country  in  a  direction  of  60w,  rea.-hing  at  the  25th  mile  the  rained  mud 
Kum,  near  which  some  Afshar  black  tents  were  pitched. 

The  highway  for  caravans  between  Yazd  and  Bandar  Abbas,  which  we  had  travel 
this  day,  is  said  to  be  at  one  point  only  impracticable  for  artillery — that  is,  at  the  Tangi 
between  Saidabnd  and  Gurch,  a  nariow  pass  of  3  farsakh*  in  length,  very  rocky  and  <: 
by  water.  The  road  by  which  guns  are,  therefore,  taken  to  or  from  Bandar  Abb* 
Karman, 


5.  MalikIbXd 


26 


139 


From  Kum  we  took  a  cross  path  leading 
bearing  of  75°  at  1  i  miles  into  a  highroad 
ent  from  that  by  which  we  travelled  yes 
It  led  us  northward  over  the  plain,  which 
space  was  bare  karir,  bnt  farther  on  was  clothed  with  bushes  for  several  mile**.  At  t 
mile  the  village  of  Abbasabad  lay  J  mile  to  our  left  ;  and  at  the  23rd  that  of  Siilabud 


Route  No.  1 — concld. 
Ahmadi  to  Saiddbdd — concld. 


fltift  or  halting  place. 


DlfTAXCE,  Xir  KILS9. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUL 


Description,  4c. 


*■.  the  tan*  aide,  \  a  mile  N.  of  whicb  i«  a  white  isolated  rock  rising  from  the  plain.  At 
v.-  24tb  mile  the  small  Tillage  Daristan  occunvd  ;  and  at  the  26th  that  of  Malikabad,  where 
*•  alighted.  Thin  place  is  almost  destitute  of  trees  ;  but  many  of  the  villages  of  this  plain 
i'N^«  gardens  and  groves  of  trees.    No  good  water  for  the  first  21  miles. 


&  SawIbId 


18 


157 


At  the  2nd  mile  we  reached  Izatabad  ;  at  the 
5th,  Tajabad.  We  then  turned  off  the  road  in  a 
direction  2W0°  to  visit  the  rock  and  ruins  of  Kala 
Sang,  which  we  reached  in  half  an  hour. 
We  proceeded  over  a  sandy  tract  of  desert.  At  the  3  2th  mile  got  again  on  to  the  highroad. 
W*  tVn  proceeded  on  a  bearing  of  295°,  passing  1|  miles  farther  on  the  village  Jalalabad  ;  at 
tivltth  mile  the  Tillages  of  Finizabad  and  Makiabad,  about  f  mile  to  our  left ;  then  6hi- 
*<1;!Hji  sod  Koahkabad,  also  to  our  left.  At  about  the  18th  mile  we  reached  Saidabad,  the 
{•.ir.ri'at  village  in  Sirjan,  containing  5*X)  houses. 

From  here  several  roads  diverge  (vide  map).    It  is  important,  as  being  on  the  main  road 
l>'tv<rn  Shiraz  and  Kannan. 


AMtfL. 

Lat,  36°  30' ;  Long.  42°  23r. 

A  town  in  Mazandaran,  2£  miles  S.W.  of  Barfarush,  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Haraz.  It  is  without  walls  or  defences  of  auy  kind.  Amul  was  once 
celebrated  for  its  beauty,  extent,  and  numerous  population,  but  is  now  fallen 
much  below  its  original  importance  ;  yet  several  good  shops  still  remain,  and 
the  bazar  is  generally  crowded  with  people.  Most  of  the  inhabited  houses  are 
constructed  of  wood.  The  number  of  houses  is  about  4000,  to  5,000.  The 
l-azars  are  large  and  well  supplied ;  but,  beyond  mere  local  traffic,  there  is 
little  or  no  trade.  In  winter,  when  it  is  fullest,  Amul  is  supposed  to  contain  a 
papulation  of  40,000  souls.  There  is  here  a  handsome  bridge  of  twelve  arches 
over  the  Haraz. 


Route  No.  2. 

Am£l  to  AstrJlbad. 


J9*hritj.— Holmes. 


r=E 


*ta*v«rkahinff  place. 


DlST&jrCB,  19  MIXES. 


L  &i*f  AtfsH 


Intrme- 
dUte. 


22 


Total. 


Description,  &c. 


•■>•> 


|  We  left  Amul  at  9  o'clock,  and  proceeded 
ncr<i««  the  plain  in  a  general  direction  N.E. 
by  K.  The  road  in  most  places  was  very  bad, 
and,  having  no  guide,  we  occasionally  went  wrong 


Rout*  No,  1—co*td.  . 
Antil  to  Jitrdbdd — contd. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Dxstavcs,  nr  mua. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  ke. 


and  several  times  got  into  morasses,  from  which  we  had  great  difficulty  in  extricating 
selves.  We  afterwards  learned  that  there  was  a  much  shorter  and  better  path.  The  pi 
far  as  one  could  judge  at  this  season,  appeared  a  series  of  rice-fields,  divided  by  hed 
bramble*  and  tall  reeds,  which  are  so  high  and  close,  that  from  the  road  the  whole  c 
appeared  covered  with  a  thick,  low  jungle.  Once  or  twice  we  came  upon  a  part  of  Shah  A 
ancient  causeway,  which  is  here  only  to  be  distinguished  by  a  few  yards  of  hard, 
road,  occasionally  interrupting  the  broken  and  muddy  track.  After  a  tedious  r 
nearly  bfarsakh*,  we  came  to  the  BabiL,  2  miles  from  Barfartish.  Crossing  over 
bridge  of  nine  arches,  we  continued  a  short  distance  farther  over  a  villanoua  road,  an< 
entered  the  town. 


2.  XliIbXd 


12 


34 


We  started  at  about  12  o'clock  for  Alii 
village  about  half-way  between  Barf  ami 
Sari  The  road  lay  through  alternate 
and  rice-fields  along  the  remains  of  Shah  J 
famous  causeway.  This  for  an  occasional  200  or  300  yards  was  almost  as  good  as  nev 
the  remainder  was  broken  up,  or,  wherever  it  had  been  disused  for  a  abort  time,  total  I 
grown  by  theieneroaehing  jnngle,  and  the  path  turned  aside  among  the  neighbouring  * 
as  each  paasenger  found  it  most  practicable.  At  about  10  miles  from  Barf itrush  we 
the  river  Talar,  now  almost  dry ;  the  bed  is  nearly  350  yards  across.  After  a  ride  of  li 
fatiguing  to  thai  horse*  on  account  of  the  deep  mud,  we  entered  Aliabad. 


3.  Sari 


14 


48 


We  left  Aliabad  at  about  a  quarter  to  '. 
proceeded  along  the  causeway  for  about  4 
when  we  came  to  the  river  Siah-rud,  s 
stream,  which  we  crossed  by  means  of  a 
Wherever  there  have  been  watercourses,  there  have  been  originally  bridges,  which  ii 
places  are  now  destroyed*  and  it  is  in  these  parts  that  the  causeway  is  so  broken  up.  Dui 
day's  march  it  was  in  much  better  condition  than  between  Aliabad  and  Barfanish. 
different  width  in  different  places,  but  generally  about  20  feet,  with  a  ditch  on  each  side 
passing  the  Siah-rud,  we  turned  off  into  the  forest,  and,  having  crossed  several  large 
of  rice  swamp,  arrived  at  the  village  of  Afraktit,  the  property  of  the  Governor  of  Khi 
and  3  miles  farther  on  we  came  to  Aratah.  Continuing  our  nwrch  over  a  be 
smooth  turf  along  the  foot  of  the  hills,  we  passed  the  village  of  Surki  Kala.  Some  d 
farther  on,  at  2  miles  from  Sari,  we  again  fell  in  with  the  causeway,  along  wh 
continued  till  we  arrived  at  the  city,  altogether  about  3/arsakhs  distant  from  Ali«bn<i 
causeway  is  here  about  20  feet  wide  and  in  jrood  condition ;  it  is  not  paved  as  befu 
has  the  appearance  of  a  good  English  country  road. 


4.  Fabahabad 


18 


66 


We  left  Pari  at  11  o'clock.  Passing  t 
the  gateway,  we  proceeded  along  a  road,  1 
Shah  Abbas,  in  the  same  manner  as  t\u 
way,  lying  N.  and  S.,  in  a  direct 
Farahabad.  It  had  lately  been  paved  for  a  short  distance  from  the  gate,  and  was  in  pi 
dition.  For  about  8  miles  we  continued  along  this  road,  alternately  through  rice  lie 
forest.  The  path  now  became  broken  up  and  wa<  lost  in  the  jungle ;  so,  turning  a* 
continued  our  march  through  the  fields.  At  about  half -past  one  we  came  to  the  vil 
Ahanv  and  farther  on  Amu  I,  both  of  which,  with  several  others  in  the  vicinity,  are  in 
by  the  Jambeglu"  and  Mod  an  14  Kurds.  Near  the  last-mentioned  place  was  a  large 
mound.  At  about  2  miles  from  Farahhbad  we  came  upon  a  fine,  open  plain  of  smoot 
at  the  extremity  of  which,  in  the  direction  of  the  sea,  the  ruins  of  a  fine  mosque  nn< 
van  serai,  broken  down  *alls  and  arches,  extending  many  hundred  yards,  imlioa 
manzil. 


Rbutb  No.  2 — eonid. 
Amul  to  Jztrdbdd — contd. 


DlSXAVCK,  IV  MILS!. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Interme- 
diate. 


A  JuJUTKFS 


20 


86 


Description,  Ac 


^•■S»W  y  * 


At  12  o'clock  we  forded  the  river  near  the 
remains  of  the  bridge  and  commenced  our  march 
to  Karatepe.  The  path  lay  for  many  mi  lea 
along  the  seashore,  which  presented  the  usual 
We  left  the  seaside  at  a  place  where  stood  the  remains  of  an  old  tower,  formerly 
«rvct*i  for  a  watchman  to  warn  the  people  of  the  approach  of  the  Turkmans.  The  road  now 
Ijt  through  a  wide  swampy  plain  employed  in  rice  cultivation,  in  the  midst  of  which  the  vil- 
lain of  Naauirnbad  is  situated.  We  continued  for  3  or  4  miles  through  this  kind  of  country, 
foilovii'g  each  ot)u»r  in  single  file  along  the  narrow  ridges  which  formed  the  pathway,  till 
v*  emerged  on  a  magnificent  plain  of  smooth,  dry  turf,  occasionally  interspersed  with  bushes 
»«f  the  wild  pomegranate  and  beds  of  rushes,  but  exhibiting  no  signs  of  cultivation.  Hiding 
«n»ari  for  several  miles,  we  came  in  sight  of  Karatepe,  whieh,  as  its  name  implies,  is  built 
on  s  dark-coloured  mound  rising  abruptly  from  the  plain. 


&  AsBKaJ 


6 


92 


We  left  Karatepe  about  9  o'clock,  and  crossed 
the  plain  in  the  direction  of  Ashraf.  The 
ground  was  more  swampy  than  that  we  had  tra- 
versed yesterday.  On  approaching  nearer  the 
n»  untajiks,  we  entered  a  more  cultivated  district,  and  the  road  lay  through  wheat  and  barley 
Mi*.  interspersed  with  cottages  and  clumps  of  trees.  Passing  through  the  small  village  of 
Zmvan,  we  came  once  more  upon  the  old  causeway,  and,  crossing  it,  went  round  the  foot  of 
»">  ilaioftt  precipitous  hill,  on  which  Sufiabad  is  built.  We  ascended  it  by  a  narrow,  winding 
fats ;  sad  half-way  up,  where  the  ascent  becomes  less  steep,  are  the  remains  of  an  arched 
£*t**«*y  and  a  strong  wall  extending  about  200  yards  along  the  side  of  the  hill.  We 
"urinuVd  winding  to  the  summit,  when  passing  two  more  gateways— the  one  in  a 
•tilapidated  t«  WET,  and  the  other  in  a  wall,  about  15  feet  high — we  came  to  the  square 
t*-rr,ux  on  which  tlie  house  is  built.  This  was  used  by  Shah  Abbas  as  a  pleasure-house 
f«»r  hw  amJcrun.  We  then  descended  the  hill,  and  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  arrived 
at  AahraL 


7.  RaeubdJ* 


6 


98 


We  proceeded  as  far  as  the  village  of  Rakiab- 
dfn.  The  road  from  Ashraf  lay  through  the 
forest  along  the  causeway,  which  is  here  very 
dilapidated  and  painful  to  the  horses,  being  form- 
al <  f  law  atones  procured  from  the  rocks  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  distance  from  Kara- 
T'f*  to  kakiabdin  u  3  farsakhs,  Ashraf  lying  exactly  half-way. 


*.  (its 


20 


118 


We  left  Rakiabdfn  at  about  9  o'clock.  The 
mountains,  here  thinly  wooded,  lay  close  on  our 
right,  and  at  first  the  road  was  along  the  cause- 
way, occasionally  turning  aside  among  the 
f-IoTijchwl  field*  to  avr.id  some  peculiarly  dilapidated  spot.  Shortly  after  sett  in?  out,  we  pass- 
**i  tU*  village*  nf  Kelagh  and  Kalapuni,  hid  among  the  trees  on  our  left ;  and  then  for  about  2 
unl m  pnrfTttai  through  a  low,  thick  jungle  of  fern  and  brambles.  Farther  on,  we  passed 
1i  <4*asl),  Tiluiuh,  Itnr*n,  and  Harmindzamin,  all  small  villages  situated  close  to  one  another 
*?  ti*  fowt  of  the  hills  on  the  right.  Several  burying-grounds  lay  by  the  roadside.  Having 
*n*«d  flereral  beds  of  mountain  torrents,  we  came  to  that  of  the  river  Kulbad,  about  50 
*»**■  broad  and  now  quite  dry  ;  but,  from  the  appearance  of  the  banks  and  the  large  stones 
.vir?  in  the  channel,  I  should  think  it  very  difficult  to  ford  in  the  spring.  The  village  of 
KfiJ  #d  lay  farther  north  towards  the  sea.  A  mile  farther  on  we  came  to  the  Hair-i-Kulbad 
<:itta  of  fculbiidi,  which  forms  the  boundary  between  the  provinces  of  Astmbad  and  Ma- 
tAuUrioi.  It  is  a  dry  ditch  about  10 yards  wide  and  5  deep.  The  Hair-i-Ktilbad  is  4|  far* 
**iij  (19  miles)  from  Aahmf  and  2farsakhs  from  Gez.    We  continued  our  march  through 


6 


Route  No.  2 — concld. 
Atnul  to  Astrdbdd — concld. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTAITCK,  IS  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


Total. 


the  forest,  which  now  and  then  opened  upon  a  delightful  scene  of  lawns,  cottages,  and 
vation,  terminated  by  the  sparkling  waters  of  the  bay  of  Astrabad.      A  mile  or   two 
crossing  the  dry  bed  of  a  river,  called  the  Chiparkandi,  we  arrived  at  Gez,  a  large  straj 
village,  distant  bfarsakh*  (20  miles)  from  Rakiabdin. 


9.  Kafshigiei 


20 


138 


We  left  Gez  at  about  9  o'clock.  After  \ 
ling  about  1  \  mile?*,  we  came  to  the  dry  be 
river  called  the  Sir-i-Mahala,  and  shortly 
wards  crossed  a  deep,  narrow  channel,  als< 
over  a  small  dilapidated  bridge  called  the  Pul-i-Haji  f  hraMin.  About  4  miles  from  <i 
road  lay  between  two  low  mounds,  part  of  an  ancient  city,  called  Barbar.  kfarsakh  f 
than  this,  we  crossed  the  dry  bed  of  another  torrent  called  the  Kurd-Mahala-Chai,  1 
large  village  of  that  name,  which  it  pvses  about  1  \  miles  to  the  north  of  the  road  on  i 
to  the  coast;  12  miles  hence  we  arrived  at  Kafshigzri,  altogether  about  20  miles  d 
from  (iez.  The  Kurd-Mahala-Chai  divides  the  districts  of  Ana/.un  and  Saddam  Kustak 
travelled  nearly  all  day  along  the  causeway,  which  at  setting  out  was  broad  and  g<><><: 
latterly  had  much  deteriorated  ;  it  lay  chiefly  through  a  thick  forest,  in  which  1  ol> 
many  very  fine  trees, — oak,  sycamore,  and  beech. 


10.  ASTHABAD 


9 


147  '    The  distance   from   Kafshigfrf  to  Astrri 
about   3  farsakhs,  over  a  flat   country  *>k 
the  mountains,  partly  cultivated    and 
overrun  with  jungle.    The  road  was  verj 
for  these  provinces,  passing  through  several  villages. 


Route  No.  3. 

Amul  to  Masbhad-i-Sar. 
Authority. — Stack  and  Holmes. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


D  1ST  ASCI,   Iff    MILKS. 

Ulate.  Totah 


Description,  Jkc. 


1.  BarfabCsh 


2.  Mashhad-i-Sab  ... 


23 


15 


23 


33 


By  a  road  across  watercourses  through  a 
wooded  count ry.  Cross  the  Barf arush  riv 
a  narrow,  stone  bridge,  lUO  yards  long. 

By  a  good  road  through  the  village  of 
Kala. 

The  read,  which  was  comparatively  gorx 
dry,  lay  in  general  along  the  banks  of  th 
bil.  We  passed  several  bean-fields  and  al 
some  flax.  The  country  appeared  well  popi 
and  we  passed  through  four  large  villages,— one  called  Hamza  Kala,  one  Amir 
and  the  two  others  both  named  Bazinar.  We  arrived  at  M&shhad-i-Sar  early  i 
afternoon. 


SI 


Route  No.  4. 

AMtJL  TO  BA8HT. 


A  ntkoritj. — Fraser. 


DlSTAHCE, 

Intfnre- 
diate. 

i 

nv  HILE9.     1 

fug*  or  lulling  place. 

Total. 

1.  lltTDIH 

12 

12 

&  Alia  bad 

,          22 

84 

3.  Nir-DiH 

24 

r 

58 

Description,  Ac. 


The  road  goes  through  a  succession  of  thick 
forests  to  the  Caspian. 

The  roail  is  entirely  along  the  beach   of  the 
Caspian. 

The  road   is  entirely  along  the  shores  of  the 
Caspian.     The  hills  approach  so  close  to  the  sea, 
that  only    a  strip  of   about    J  mile  intervenes. 
At  10  milts  crofts  the  llari-rud,  and  at  19  miles  the  Chalus  river  and  another. 

1  Tawae  ...  22  80  '     The  road  still  continues   along  the  sea.     At 

I  about  14  miles  cross   the   Nurshta ;   also  several 
other  streams  at  different  distances. 


•">.  Ab-i-Gaem 


•••  » 


19 


«".  RCxmiSab 


7.  Lahuajt 


27 


22 


99       The  road  still  continues  along  the  shore.     At 
6  mile*  cross  the  Mazar ;  at  9  miles  the   Sher-i- 
!  nid,  where  there  are  dangerous  quicksands. 


126  ;     The  road  goes  along  the  shore.     At  3  miles 
1  cross  a    small  stream,    the   boundary  between 
(iilun  and   Mazandaian  ;  the   hills  then  recede. 
The  Pul-i-rud  is  crossed  by  a  very  dangerous  ford. 


148 


Cross  the  Nau-rud  and  Kia-iu.i  at  starting.   At 
3  miles  pass  the  large  village   of   Zamiijnn,   and 
cross  a  small  str<»ara  by  a  ricketty  bridge.     Cross 
!  also  the  river  Shiftman.     The  road  is  very  diffi- 
<"<ltf  over  the  remains  of  the  causeway  and  through  a  dense  jungle. 


*.  RtSBT 


28 


176 


The  first  part  of  the  road  is  through  a  jungle 
of  wild  pomegranate  ;  then  for  nearly    12  mih«s 
through  a  succession  of  mulberry  plantations  to 
1  -  Softl-rdd,  which  is  crossed  by  a  very  dangerous  ferry. 


Route  No.  5. 

AMtJL  to  TihkIn  (via  Ab-i-Gauaj). 
Jnttorifj, — V.  Baker. 


Dutafci, 

iv  nits. 

tU(t<vfc*Ufek£p1*t*. 

Intertn*- 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

• 

L  ShabzXda          ... 

15 

15 

Prom  Amul  the  road  runs  to  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  about  8  miles, and  then  ascends  through 
a  fine  forest  of  oak,  teak,  and  walnut  toShahzada. 

8 


Route  No*  5 — contd. 
Amul  to  Tihran  vik  Ab-i-Garm— ^contd. 


Stage  of  haltfflg  place. 


Dimuircs,  nr  xilu. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


Total. 


2.  Khalsb 


3.  Ab-i-Qabm 


27 


25 


42 


07 


Leaving  Shahzada,  the  road  continues  along  tin 
river  Haraz,  the  first  part  of  the  war  beinj 
through  forest,  but  afterwards  through  barivi 
hills  to  Khalse,  a  little  oasis  in  the  desert  faille 
where  there  are  trees  and  a  garden. 


The  road  still  ascends  with  the  river  up  a  nar 
row  valley,  very  barren  and  sterile,  to  a  spc 
about  13  miles  from  Khalse,  where  the  river  run 
through  a  rocky  precipitous  pass.  The  riv* 
about  here,  called  the  Lar,  is  crossed  by  a  Very  insecure  bridge.  Ab-i-Garm  is  about  12  milt* 
from  this  spot,  the  road  running  through  a  fine  fertile  valley.  Ab-i-Garm  possesses  a  he 
mineral  spring  having  noted  healing  properties. 


4.  TiHSJbr 


50 


117 


From  Ab-i'Qarra  there  is  a  road  to  Tihrdn  u 
the  Lar  valley  to  a  village  called  Lula,  and  the 
over  the  Alburz  to  Tihran  by  Gulhak.  The  di- 
tances  quoted  are  only  approximate. 


Route  No.  6. 

Am<jl  to  Tihran  vid  Ask. 
Authority. — Holmes  and  Ouselky. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiatAircs,  nr  milu. 


lntcnde- 
date. 


Description,  Ac. 


Total. 


1 


1.  PXbcs 


16 


16 


On  quitting  Amul  for  Parns,  the  road  leads  i 
a  S.  direction  for  18  miles  along  the  W.  Kir 
of  HaraZ  through  thick  jungle,  or  in  plan 
up  the  bed  of  the  river.  At  the  6th  mile  eiitr 
a  valley,  400  yards  broad,  through  which  the  stream  flows  to  the  plain.  The  road  then  mi 
along  the  bed  of  the  stream  ;  and  at  the  11th  mile,  the  valley  closing  in  on  both  sides,  tl 
road  ascends  the  left  bank  of  the  river  by  a  narrow  causeway,  in  some  places  not  more  th? 
3'  or  4'  broad,  cut  in  steps  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  and  formed  of  layers  of  wood  and  stoi 
placed  on  deep  clay,  the  natural  soil  of  the  hill.  This  causeway  is  almost  impassable  ' 
Lorsemen  and  laden  mules,  and  is  f  ast-f  ailing  into  utter  decay, — numberless  mountain  streun 
and  the  incessant  rains  of  the  country  having  washed  awav  in  many  places  the  materials  < 
which  it  is  made.  The  remains  of  an  ancient  and  more  substantial  road,  built  up  against  tl 
solid  rock  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream,  are  visible,  and  are  probably  the  work  of  Siu 
Abbas ;  but  earthquakes  and  torrents  have  nearly  destroyed  it,  and  travellers  prefer  the  in 
dern  causeway,  although  the  distance  by  it  is  greater.  At  the  19th  mile  the  road  aga< 
descends  to  the  bed  of  the  stream,  but  occasionally  runs  over  causeways  similar  to  the  oi 
above  described,  but  shorter  in  extent.  The  bills  cease  to  be  wooded  within  about  2  miles  < 
Parus,  a  ruined  and  deserted  building,  which  may  once  have  been  a  caravanserai.  Suppli 
in  small  quantities  are  procurable  here,  but  with  great  difficulty. 


0 


Route  No.  6— con  id. 
Jmul  to  Tihrdn  vi&  Ask — oontd. 


fltsft  oratltl&gpkos. 


Distajtcb,  nr  kxlzs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  &e. 


ZKxmt 


«•• 


15 


31 


Beyond  Paras,  still  punning  a  S.  course,  the 
road  improves  from  the  hardness  of  the  rock 
over  which  it  passes  and  from  the  dryness  of  the 
climate.  It  is,  however,  in  some  places  only  a 
narrow  pathway,  built  upon  or  scooped  out  of 
the  face  of  a  perpendicular  rock  overhanging 
the  torrent,  and  will  not  admit  of  a  horseman  passing  along  it.  Frequent  accidents  are  said 
to  occur  from  landslips  and  fragments  loosened  by  sudden  thaws  in  the  mountains.  Between 
Paras  and  Karu,  the  stream  is  crossed  in  two  places  by  wooden  bridges,  near  the  remains 
of  stone  ones  which  have  been  swept  away  by  the  torrent.  At  Karu  some  caves,  cut 
in  the  side  of  the  hill,  afford  shelter  to  the  traveller ;  but  supplies  are  not  to  be  pro- 
cured. 


3.  A*e 


••• 


20 


61 


of  the  face  of  the  rock  about  200*  above  the 


Through  most  magnificent  scenery.  Four 
miles  beyond  the  caves  of  Karu,  the  mountains 
close  in  on  both  sides  of  the  Haraz,  which  here 
runs  in  a  deep  and  narrow  channel  between  walls 
of  perpendicular  rock.  The  pathway,  in  some 
places  not  more  than  3'  broad,  is  scooped  out 
torrent.  The  defile  is  only  just  practicable  for 
laden  mule.  This  strong,  natural  defile,  about  a  mile  in  length,  is  said  to  be  the  only 
entrance  on  the  N.  side  into  the  district  of  Larijan.  Beyond  the  defile  the  road  improves, 
and  after  the  12th  mile  at  Wanah,  it  turns  S.W.  and  passes  through  several  fine 
Tillages  at  the  immediate  8.E.  foot  of  Mount  Damavand,  forming  the  district  of  AmirL 
Before  it  reaches  Ask,  8  miles  farther,  the  stream  is  crossed  in  6  places  by  wooden 
bridges. 


4.  ImIm-ZIdih     HI- 

SHIM. 


16 


67 


At  a  short  distance  from  Ask  the  road  leaves 
the  river,  and  ascends  the  8,  shoulder  of 
Damavand.  The  ascent  is  steep  and  rocky.  The 
point  at  which  the  road  turns  the  shoulder  of  the 
mountain  is  about  1,300'  above  the  stream.  This 
I  road  is  impassable  in  winter,  when  horsemen 
cannot  approach  Larijan  in  this  direction,  but  foot  passengers  contrive  to  scramble  over 
the  rocks  immediately  above  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  descent  is  comparatively  easy,  and 
much  shorter  than  the  ascent;  but  the  road  is  execrable,  being  almost  blocked  up  with 
masses  of  rock  and  half-frozen  snow.  Near  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  the  river  is  joined  by 
as  rapid  stream  called  the  Lar,  flowing  from  the  N.W.  This  is  crossed  by  a  stone  bridge. 
The  road  thence  ascends  the  bed  of  the  Haraz,  which  is  here  a  mountain  torrent,  fording 
it  about  30  times  in  2  miles ;  and  for  the  last  2  or  3  miles  ;  before  we  arrive  at  Imam-zadah 
His  htm,  which  marks  the  summit  of  the  pass,  the  steep  and  rocky  pathway  is  scarcely  prac- 
ticable to  a  laden  mule. 


0*  BtfDjJil*  «..  10  77        From  Im&m-z&dah  H&shim  the  descent  is  gra- 

dual. The  road  takes  a  W.  direction,  and  after 
4  miles  turns  to  the  S.  into  a  rich  valley,  with  a 
fine  stream  running  from,  the  N.  on  which  is 
situated  the  village  of  Ali,  also  called  Tak-i- 
zamrud,from  a  garden-place,  now  in  ruins,  erected 
the  spot  by  Fateh  Ali  Shah.    Near  the  village  of  Rudahan,  about  6  miles  beyond  Ali, 

the  road  joins  that  which  leads  from  Jai-nid  to  the  village  of  Damavand  on  the  main  road 

toTUroin.  J  ^ 
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Eoutb  No.  6~-toncld. 
Atnil  to  Tihrdn  via  Ask — concld. 


Diravc*,  nr  xxlis. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total 

Description,  Ac. 

6.  TihbXn 

36 

113 

For  an  account  of  this  -part  of  the  road  vid 
Route  No.        The  distances  given  for  each  stag 
are  only  approximate,  as  no  distances  are  give 
in  the  original  route. 

AEDABlL. 

Lat.  38°  14/ ;  Long.  48°  21' ;  Elevation  6,000'. 

A  town  in  Azarbijan,  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Karastf,  100  mik 
E.  of  Tabriz,  40  miles  W.  of  the  Caspian  Sea.  It  is  situated  near  th 
S.  side  of  the  great  plain  of  Ardabil,  which  is  about  40  miles  Ion 
by  40  miles  broad,  and  has  an  elevation  of  5,000'.  It  is  a  large  stragg 
ing  place,  built  from  the  ruins  of  a  former  city,  surrounded  by 
ruinous  wall,  flanked  by  towers  in  a  like  state  of  decay.  The  houses  at 
mean  and  small,  built  of  mud  or  sun-dried  bricks  with  flat  roofs.  Th 
fort  is  situated  500  yards  E.S.E.  from  the  town,  and  was  constructe 
according  to  the  European  system  of  fortification.  (By  the  Frenc 
engineers  of  General  Gardanes's  Embassy  in  1809.)  It  is  180  yard 
square,  built  of  mud  with  ditch,  drawbridge,  and  glacis.  The  climat 
is  cold,  and  is  not  considered  healthy.  From  here  routes  diverge  t 
Aslanduz,  Astara,  Tabriz,  Rasht,  and  Zinjan  {vide  Routes  Nos.  7,  87  ( 
288,  8). 


Route  No.  7- 

AbDABlL  TO  ASLANDUZ. 


Authority. — Morier. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Dxerurcs, 

nrimis. 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

Description*  Ac. 


1.  KhIn-akhabXit  ... 


2.  Ahab 


••• 


3.  Axiobh    (or 
Abkata ) 


Road,  N.W. 

Road,  N.W.  In  this  stage  the  road  comes  to 
very  steep,  rocky,  and  dangerous  descent,  whi 
is  not  practicable  for  laden  animals.  Water  fro 
a  stream. 

Road,  W  JOT. 
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Route  No.  7— con  Id. 
Ardabil  to  As  landu  z—contd* 


Dutavcz,  xv  nan. 

fltagt  or  halting  place. 

Inttrme- 
dkto. 

Total 

Description,  Ac. 

4  ASTAPBH                 ... 
5.  AMUJFDtZ 

••• 

••• 

• 

••• 

Road,  N.N.W.,  passes  Lahar  and  then  Lari  to 
the  W. ;  it  then  arrives  at  the  village  of  Dada- 
begld.    The  Karasti  is  crossed  16  miles  before 
reaching  Aktapeh.    At  Aktapeh  the  Tabriz  road 
joins  in  from  the  W. 

A  village  in  Azarbijan  jnst  below  the  junction 
of  the  E£rasu  and  Aras.    It  is  important  only 
as  a  frontier  post  of  observation  for  watching 
the  fords  of  the  Aras. 

Route  No-  8. 
A&dab£l  to  ZinjXn. 


Authority. — Moans. 


DnfAjroa, 

nr  mum, 

Btaga  or  halting  plaee. 

Description,  Ac. 

Interme- 
dia** 

Total. 

1.  KlTBCKIX 

••• 

••• 

Road,  S.SJ3.,  good,  through  a  cultivated  conn* 
try. 

2.  Savoati.             ••» 

••» 

•#• 

Road,  S.S.E.,  through  a  dreary,  cheerless 
track. 

3.  Ius                   ... 

••• 

••• 

Road,    S.S.W.,    through    a    well-cultivated 

4.  AhuidIbIb 

••• 

••• 

country. 
Road  through  a  well-cultivated  country. 

5.  Plain 

••• 

••• 

Road,  S.S.W.,  descends  gradually. 

6.  Maxav 

••• 

••• 

Road,  S.S.W.,  descends  to  the  Kizil  Ozan 
which  cross  by  an  easy  ford,  3  miles  from  Paras. 

7.  Az-Kajd 

••• 

100 

At  this  point  the  road  enters  the  Tabriz  and 
Tihran  road,  whence  to  Zinj&n  is  4  marches, 
65  miles* 

11.  ZaiiM 

65 

155 

Most  of  tha  stages  given  an  not  to  be  found  on  St.  John's  map. 


ashkAbAd. 

Lat.  37°  6(y ;  Long.  58°  17'. 

A  Russian  military  station  in  tbe  Akhal  oasis,  of  which  it  is  now  the 
capital.  It  lies  136  miles  from  Kizil  Arvat,  and  156  from  Sarakhs.  The 
fort  is  an  irregular  octagon,  covering  an  extent  of  31  acres.    The  rampart 
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is  10'  high  and  the  ditch  10'  broad  by  15'  deep.  It  has  5  entrances,  an< 
contains  an  arsenal,  telegraph  station,  barracks,  &c.  The  place  is  we 
supplied  with  water,  and  forage  is  abundant.  From  it  diverge  routes  t 
Daraghaz,  Durangarand  Kuchan  (vide  Routes  Nos.  121,  9,  229,  230),  a 
well  as  the  main  line  of  communications  from  the  Caspian  to  Sarakhs  (vid 
Route  No.  10). 


Route  No.  9. 
AshkXbad  to  Durangar. 


Authority. — Napier. 


Stage  or  halting  plaoe. 


DlSTAVCV,  X1T  MILI8. 


t  Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


DUBAffGAB 


light  guns  have  been  ta 


20 


20 


From  Ashkabad  for  5  miles  across  plain  ;  the 
enters  valley  and  follow  it  over  level  ground  1 
11  miles ;  wide,  open,  pasture  of  Nissa*  Then< 
a  road  branches  off  to  Sang  Sarakh,    by  whic 


en. 


From  the  Nissa  pasture-land*  follow  a  narrow  easy  glen,  4  miles  to  Kalta  Chinar, 
village  of  100  houses  of  "  Sdnis "  ;  a  remnant  of  the  populations  of  the  old  towns  < 
the  Atak,  Mehna,  Annan  and  Ashkabad,  &c.  Thence  to  Durangar,  descent  of  4  miles,  ov< 
a  good  road  down  a  narrow  glen. 

The  pass  from  the  Atak  over  a  low  part  of  the  Asalina  ridge  is  described  as  easy  an 
practicable  for  light  guns  dragged  by  hand. 


Route  No.  10. 

AshkXbId  to  HerXt  vid  Sarakhs. 


Authority.— »Lb88ar. 


Stage  or  halting  pises. 


Diat  avob,  a  kxlss. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ao. 


1.  GiAorRs   (or     Ga 
wars). 


22} 


22} 


The  distance  from  AshkaWd  to  Sarakhs 
about  180  miles.  The  road  runs  parallel  to  tl 
mountains,  but  over  perfectly  smooth  ground 
Only  at  two  places, — Annan  and  Giaours  (Gi 
wars), — has  one  to  cross  any  eminence,  and  then  only  a  ridge  of  sand  dunes.  For  the  first 
miles  to  Annan  the  road  is  level.  Annan  is  a  village  of  200  tents  and  a  fort,  irrigated  I 
the  Kalta  Chinar  stream.  Thence  road  goes  over  a  smooth  slope  to  11}  miles,  where  san< 
hills  are  crossed.  At  Giaours,  there  are  40  tents  and  3  forts.  Water  from  a  stream  fresh  ax 
ample.    From  Giaours  a  road  branches  off  to  Marv. 


2.  BXba  DtiRMAZ     ... 


251 


471 


Ground  slightly  undulating  with  very  gradui 
slopes,  fiaba  liurmai  is  the  present  (188 
Russian  frontier  post,  but  is  deserted.  Watt 
from  a  stream  brackish,  but  potable* 
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Route  No.  10 — contd* 
Ashkdbdd  to  Herat  vi&  Sarakhs— contd. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Disturcm,  XV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ae, 


3.  LuttIbId 


14 


6U 


Road  over  plain,  covered  with  bushes,  inter- 
spersed. The  latter  half  of  the  way  with  mounds 
and  ruined  forts.  At  10}  miles  is  the  fort  of 
Artyk.  Here  there  are  20  tents.  The  place  is 
watered  by  the  Dnrangar,  which  irrigates  the  whole  of  the  Darahgaz  valley,  and  beyond 
Artyk  runs  to  waste  in  vast  lagoons.  AKyk  to  Lutfabad  the  road  runs  through  cultivation. 
Canals  unbridged.  Lutfabad  stands  in  dense  gardens,  and  is  a  walled  town  with  a  bazar. 
Provision  and  forage  plentiful.  Water  from  branches  of  the  Budbar.  The  town  is  inha- 
bited chiefly  by  Persian  Shiahs. 


4.  Kahxa 


15$ 


762 


Through  a  fertile  and  highly  cultivated  coun- 
try watered  by  the  Budbar.  Numerous  set- 
tlements en  route.  Canals  unbridged.  Kahka  is 
the  largest  settlement  in  the  Atak,  and  has  a  fort, 

and  over  600  tents).    Water  from  the  united  stream  of  the  Lain  and  Archin,  which  flow  from 

the  Kalit  defiles.    Kahka  is  inhabited  by  Alieli  Turkomans. 


6.  Khwaja-Mid 


&  DtrstUK   or  Cha- 

BAftDBH. 


7.  Miajta 


8.  Chacha 


9.  fiaBltHH 


u* 


14 


m 


10* 


36) 


88* 


P102J 


181* 


Road  over  a  low  spur,  then  level.  Ehwaja-Med 
is  a  ruined  fort  near  Naurek  (20  tents).  Water 
from  a  stream  within  half  a  mile. 

Country  absolutely  level  and  open.  Here 
there  are  4  forts  and  160  tents.  Water  from  the 
Chahardeh  stream,  14'  wide  and  2'  or  3'  deep  j 
banks  14'  high,  but  shelving. 


g,  No  water  on  the  road.  Ground  level  and  bare. 
Cultivation  begins  3  miles  from  Mehna,  which 
place  contains  about  130  tents.  Water  from 
stream  similar  to  that  at  Chahardeh. 


10.  Dap  Kala 


W 


I 


142}  A  ruined  fort  with  70  tents.  The  road  thither 
is  level.  The  first  3  miles  cultivated.  Water 
from  a  stream  similar  to  the  Chahardeh* 

179^  Boad  level.  No  water  en  route.  At  14th  mile 
is  an  ancient  reservoir  choked  with  sand.  Sarakhs 
is  a  large  fortress  on  the  Hari-Rud.  Supplies, 
forage,  and  water  abundant. 


188}  Boad  first  S.E.  at  1,000  yards  from  did 
Sarakhs  turn  S.  and  cross  the  Hari-Rud  by  a 
ford  which  is  nearly  always  passable.  Biver  in 
four  branches ;  bottom  gravelly ;  banks  low.  A 
Turkoman  (probably  now  Russian)  fort  on  right  bank.  Boad  runs  for  two  miles  through 
irrigated  fields  ;  then  along  canal  banks.    Country  leveL    Dan  Kala  is  a  small  fort  in  ruins. 


1L  HaoiosabIo 


Hi 


202! 


Boad  leaves  canal  to  right,  and  crosses  a  plain, 
3  J  miles  to  Hassan  Kala ;  thence  over  range  of 
gently  sloping  hills  to  Naurozabad.  Gradients 
easy.    Boad  fit  for  wheeled  traffic.    Nuurozabad 

is  a  onaH  Turkoman  forty  2  or  3  miles  from  the  Persian  fort  of  the  same  name  on  the  opposite 

bank  of  the  river. 
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Bouts  No.  10— con  eld. 
AM&had  to  Herdt  via  Sarakhs — concld. 


Stage  or  hatting  place. 


Disxivca,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  *c 


12.  Adam  YolIk 


27} 


230J 


Eoad  follows  the  Hari-Rtid  for  5  miles  i 
so  to  the  Shir  Tepeh  hill ;  then  leaves  it  goii 
S.E.  At  19th  mile  pass  a  rained  karez  wi 
water  in  it  still ;  bitter  bat  potable.    There   a 

two  wells  at  Adam  Yolan  in  a  hollow  between  the  hills.    Water  good  at  ltf  from  the  surface 

depth  of  water  14'.    Forage  plentiful  and  good. 

13.  KtfNGBUiLI     Ru- 

bIt. 


14 


244* 


At  8th  mile  pass  Agar   Chashma,   a  sprii 
with  beautiful    water.    Forage    abundant,    i 
KungrueUi  abundance  of  rather  brackish  wat 
from  wells  at  a  depth  of  17 i'.    From  Kungrui 
there  is  an  alternative  route  to  Herat  vid  Ak-Rubat  and  Ghuri&n. 


14.  Kizil  BulAjc    ... 


15.  Khombok 


26} 


24 


2701 


294} 


Road  over  level  ground.  Here  there  is 
copious  spring  of  fresh  water,  500  yards  f re 
the  road,  in  a  defile  leading  to  the  Hari-Rud. 


30 


At  13)  mile  the  road  crosses  the  bitl 
Shur-i-ab ;  then  for  3  miles  along  this  strei 
to  the  ruined  Rubat  at  the  entrance  of  the  del 
through  the  Barkhut  mountains.  This  pi 
is  3,100'  above  the  sea  (i.e.,  900'  above  the  adjacent  country),  and  might  easily  be  made 
for  wheel  traffic.  The  descent  is  even  easier,  and  is  practicable  for  guns.  Halfway  down  1 
pass  is  the  spring  of  Khombon, 

The  road  descends  for  4  miles  passing  Abdu 
Khan  Rubat  at  1£  miles.     At  the  4th  mile   1 
road  diverges — one  branch  goes  to  Pesh  Rubat 
the  Hari-Rud  ;  the  other  through  a  flat  coun 
to  Kusan,  the  first  Afghan  post.    Water  good  and  plentiful. 

17.  GhumIh 

18.  ZindihjXk 

19.  Ab-i-JalIl 

20.  HibXt 


16.  Xuslir 


324} 


... 

25 

349H 

•  a. 

13 

362} 

•  •• 

15 

377}, 

••• 

11 

388}|J 

Vide  Route  No.  249. 


Authority. — Napie*. 


Route  No.  11. 

AshkIbad  to  K£ch£n  via  AughIz. 


DXSEAVCI,  XM  XZLBS. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

L  Awabdjjt 

9 

9 

From  Ashkabad  for  5  miles  across  a  plain  ;  1 
enters  glen,  Kiih  Asalma  on  left,  and  Kuh  Das 
on  right.    At  9th  mile  passes  Awardan,*  ru 
fort,  with  spring  known  as  Buxbalk. 

15 

Route  No.  U—coHtd. 
Aslkabdd  to  Kuchan  v\kAughdz— eontd. 


Stag*  or  hattbiff  pUoe. 


Description,  Ac. 


2.  AUGHAZ 


•■• 


13 


22 


Thence  2  miles  over  level  pasture  passing  the 
Karawal  Kh&na-i-Zilan,  and  to  13  miles  np  to 
Kotal-i-Zilan,  a  long,  easy  Blope.    Thence  by  an 
easy  descent  for  8  miles  to  Augh&z,  100  houses. 
Thence  2J  miles  to  Chappa  and  Shukarli  hamlets  in  a  glen  running  south,  np  to  a  high 
ridge. 


3.  KuchIh 


24 


46 


Thence  over  downs  for  2  miles  to  Kala  Sapdr, 
and  ascend  an  easy  ridge. 

Thence  2  miles  to  Kuran,  40  houses,  and  de- 
scending a  narrow,  easy  glen,  enter  the  plain  of 
Kiiebin  at  32  miles. 

Thence  2  miles  to  Derband-i-Hissar,  and  2  miles  more  to  Kabtishan,  the  old  fort  of 
Kfich&n,  and  10  miles  further  Kuchan. 

Route  said  to  be  very  easy.    It  was  the  one  usually  followed  by  the  Kurds  of  Kuchan  in 
their  raids  against  the  Akhai. 


Route  No.  12. 

AshkIbad  to  Kuchan  via  ImImg^li. 


Authority. — Napier. 


SUffe  or  felting  pises. 


Dzrajtox,  or  xilm. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  Ac 


1.  Iniicetixi 


21 


21 


As  far  as  Buzbalk  (vide  Route  No.  11) ;  then 
on  for  about  3  miles  to  pass  of  Balikhar,  a  long, 
easy  ascent. 

,    At  14th  mile,  after  a  long,  gradual  descent, 
reach  Durbadam  (900  houses) ;  Kurds. 

Thence  to  17  miles  up  a  glen  by  a  good  road  to  Shiirak,  100  houses.    At  18th  mile, 
along,  easy  ascent  to  the  plateau  of  Imamguli;  thence  3  miles  to  the  Tillage  of  same 


name. 


IZtCBiM 


•  •• 


18 


89 


Road  said  to  be  as  good  as  that  by  Dawand 
pass. 


ASHRAP. 

Lat.  36°  43' ;  Long.  63°  34'. 

A  ruined  place  in3fazandar£n  on  the  S.  shore  of  the  Astarfib&d  bay,  on  the 
main  road  between  Amul  and  Astarabfid. 


16 


Route  No.  13. 

ASBRAF  TO  AMtJL. 


Authority.— Ouseley. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DllTAVCB,  IS  XILIB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  FaxakXbXd 


2.  Mishhad-i-Sab 


27 


22 


27 


49 


The  road  lies  through  jungle  by  a  narrow 
rugged  path,  obstructed  with  stumps  of  trees  ant 
marshy  land,  to  Karatepe.  It  then  goes  to  thi 
Caspian,  and  continues  along  its  shores. 


The  road  goes  along  the  sands  of  the  Caspiai 
for  7  miles  to  the  Siah  Bud,  which  is  cn**sH 
by  boat ;  at  17th  mile  crosses  the  Talar  by  boat 
at  18 \  mile   further  the  Mir-i-Bud,  whence    tb 

road  leaves  the  beach  and  goes  through  fields  and  jungles  to  the  river  Babul,  at  22nd  milt; 

which  is  crossed  to  Mashhad-i-Sar. 


3.  BlBFABfJSH 


4.  Amtjl 


•  •• 

7 

66 

> 

#»• 

18 

74 

At  5th  mile  passes  village  of  Pazavar  an 
Hamza  Kala ;  then  2  miles  Barfartish. 


The  road  goes  for  1 J  miles  along  the  righ 
bank  of  the    Babul;    then  W.S.W.    over   th 
causeway.      At  7 -J  mile  crosses  a  small  streai 
and  village  of  Ka«an   Bdgi,  and  half-way,  ju* 
before  arriving,  cross  the  Har&z  river  by  a  ford  below  the  bridge. 


Route  No.  14. 

AsHRAF  TO   FlRtJZKtJH   Vid  ZlRAB. 


Authority. — Baker. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dianurcs,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac. 


L  Saw 


35 


35 


On  leaving  Ashraf  the  causeway  of  Sha 
Abbas  is  followed  for  a  considerable  distant* 
The  road  runs  along  the  base  of  the  mount  a  i 
and  is  often  intercepted  by  deep  gullies.  Oi 
more  important  than  the  others,  and  deserving  the  name  of  river,  is  crossed  by  a  missive  brie 
bridge.  The  country  is  undulating,  and  wooded  or  cultivated.  A  well  of  wonderfully  cold  au 
clear  water  is  passed  on  the  left  of  the  road. 


2.  ZirXb 


••• 


30 


65 


From  Sari  the  road  passes  for  the  first  1 
miles  through  a  rich  country  at  the  base  of  tl 
hills,  every  now  and  then  meeting  Shah  Abbas 
causeway.     Then  it  ascends  gradually   throui* 

nigh  and  thick  jungle  until  Skirgan  is  reached,  550'  above  Sari.    Thence  to  Zir&b,   16   mil. 

through  woodland  scenery,  the* last  few  miles  being  through   open   and  cultivated   grour.i 

Zirab  is  a  poer  station,  affording  no  supplies. 


if 


Route  No.  14— contd. 
Athtaf  to  Fir&zMh  vid  Zirdb — contd. 


Staff*  or  hailing  place. 


Dbtavcb,  nr  vilxs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


3.  S±jixAbLd 


4.  FntzK^H 


25 


25 


90 


115 


From  Zirab  the  road  ascends  considerably  to 
Safirabad  (2,500' ).    No  supplies  procurable. 


The  scenery,  after  leaving  Safirabad,  changes, 
the  road  ascending  through  rocky,  barren,  basal- 
tic mountains,  with  a  few  scrubby  dwarf  shrubs, 
to  the  summit  of  the   Firuzkuh  pass,  6,800'  ; 

the  latter  part  of  the  ascent  at  about  13  miles  from  Safirabad  being  very  steep.    The  village 

of  Fiiuxkuh  is  about  10  miles  further  on. 


ASOLAT. 

Lat.  36°  30' ;  Long.  61°  15'. 

A  grove  of  trees  in  a  large  meadow,  1,700'  above  the  sea,  and  about  8 
miles  £.  of  Marzanabad,  close  to  the  banks  of  the  Chalas  river.  From 
this  point  these  are  two  roads  over  the  Elbfirz  range,  that  to  Tihran  (Route 
No.  280)  and  that  to  Firuzkuh,  given  below. 


Route  No.  15. 

ASOLAT  TO  FlBtJZKtJH. 


Authority. — LovbTT. 


Stiff  or  halting*  place. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Aisisxiatf 


••• 


25 


foot  of  the  Kdh-i-Palar. 
to  AmnkirfL 


25 


Through    English-looking   forest-oaks       and 

greensward,  at  an  elevation  of  about  4,000' ;  then 

down  about  1,200'  to  the  valley  of  the  stream 

that  flows  from  Firtiznbad,  a  ruined  village  at  the 

Fast  the  prosperous  village  of  Dasht-i-Nazir  along  the  Puhl  river 


1  MlKHSifl 


••• 


8 


33 


Through  the  populous  village  of  Puhl,  across  a 
wide,  cultivated  plain,  and  over  a  ridge  of  lime- 
stone into  the  Largan  valley.  The  valleys  about 
here  are  wide,  well-cultivated,  and  irrigated. 

3.  Ot  ...  12  45       From  Mekhsas,  which  lies  at  an  elevation  of 

5,500',  the  road  ascends  to  10,000'  by  a  tolerable 
path,  baggage  animals  taking  about  3  hours  to 
reach  the  top.    A  descent  is  then  made  to  Oz  in 

tk*  Ndr  valley,  a  place  with  about  500  inhabitants. 


18 


Route  No.  16 — contd. 
Asolat  to  Firizluk—contA. 


;  Stage  or  halting  place. 


DuTJurci,  or  hubs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  &c. 


4  BalXdbh 


••• 


15 


60 


Down  the  Niir  river,  the  road  in  parts  being 
very  bad.  There  is  a  continuous  breadth  of  cul- 
tivation the  whole  way ;  bat  villages  are  few, 
Yii*h  being  the  most  considerable.  The  valley 
here  is  narrow  between  high  and  steep  cliffs.  Past  Urmai  the  road  debouches  into  a  larger 
valley  about  2  miles  wide  by  4  long,  formed  by  the  Junction  of  a  river  from  the  S.  which, 
with  other  tributary  streams,  makes  the  Nor  a  river  of  some  importance.  Baladeh  is  a  large 
village  with  1,000  inhabitants  and  several  fine  gardens.    Elevation  6,800'. 


5.  Chabhxah  SHAHf 


SO 


90 


A  long  trying  march.  The  road  lies  along  the 
bank  of  the  Yalu  river;  at  5th  mile  passes  Kalwak, 
The  river  valley  is  here  much  hemmed  in  by  bare 
hills.  At  9th  mile  passes  Mireh,50  houses,  7.tV)Ol 
above  the  sea ;  following  the  valley  through  corn-fields,  reaches  Yaln,  a  thriving  village,  150 
houses  (12  miles).  From  Yalu  the  road,  which  is  very  badly  designed,  ascends  to  9,200'  by  a 
steep  and  narrow  gorge,  4  miles  long  still  gradually  ascending  the  road,  at  length  pa*«ei 
through  an  opening  in  a  natural  wall  of  rock,  about  20*  wide,  known  as  the  Palang  Darwaza ; 
£  miles  farther  on  the  watershed  is  reached  at  a  height  of  11,100'. 


6.  KnlH  Las  Khak 


7.  Ask 


■•• 


14 


25 


one  branch  going  to  Ptil-i-Palar, 


104 


129 


Down  the  valley  of  the  Lar,  which  valley  is 
wide  and  flat 


Down  the  Lar  and  past  the  SafeM  Rud  and 

Dalfchai,  beyond  which  the  river  is  known  a* 

the  Haraz.    The  road  lies  on  the  left  bank   foi 

a  couple  of  miles  from  Dalfchai,  and  then  diverge* 

he  other  on  the  left,  a  mere  track  joining  the  high  n>iui 


from  Damavand  to  Amiil.    The  Haraz  flows  through  a  narrow  chasm,  the  sides  of  which 


down  into  a  ravine,  crosses  a  stream,  and  keeps  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Haraz  at  a  dizzi 
height  above  it,  and  then  gradually  descending  through  fields,  gardens,  and  orchards,  reachtv 
Ask.  famous  for  its  sulphur  baths.  There  is  no  good  camping  ground,  and  Rehna  or  Ira 
3  miles  further,  would  be  better  for  encamping.  A  single  arch  bridge  of  22'  span  here  cros*e 
the  river.    Supplies  procurable. 


&  Lesak 


8 


137 


An  hoar's  climb  bv  a  very  steep  path  up  tin 
cliffs  overhanging  the  Haraz  on   its  right   banl 
through   flat  and  cultivated  ground   to   Ira,   i 
village  of  200  houses.    From  Ira  the  road  as 
tends  to  9,20c,  and  then  descends  to  Lesan,  a  village  of  160  houses. 


9.  ASJUMABD 


22 


159 


Up  the  valley  which  varies  from  J  to  1  mile  ii 
width,  and  is  cultivated.  At  1J  mile  passes  tb< 
Engamor  valley  on  the  right,  from  which  flows  i 
stream.    Stid  going  E„  the  road  which  is  practi 


known  as  the  Nimrud,  which  ultimately  flows  into  the  plains  about  Lashgfrd.  There  U  i 
narrow  cultivated  strip  of  land  on  both  banks.  Asu  is  a  better  halting  place  than  Arjumand 
which  is  11  miles  off  the  road  to  the  left.    It  stands  on  a  small  eminence  surrounded  by  bar 

hills. 


10 
Route  No.  Ib—condd. 

Aiolat  to  Firiziuh — concld. 


or  baiting  place. 


DhtaVCI,  DT  MTLM. 


Id  t<u  me- 
diate. 


la  Fib6zk6h 


••• 


•  M 


Description,  Ac. 


••# 


Along  the  banks  of  the  Nfmrud  past  Silivfa, 
a  small  village  at  the  point  where  the  Nfmrud 
trends  S.  ;  then  on  to  Larim  and  across  the 
Firuzkuh   plateau  to  Firuzkuh,  which  boasts  a 

governor,  a  telegraph  office,  and  a  post  house.    There  is,  however,  no  good  camping  ground 

and  supplies  are  with  difficulty  procured. 


astAra. 

Lat  38°  20' ;  Long.  48°  20'. 

A  landing-place  on  the  Caspian  at  the  month  of  the  Astara  river,  which 
here  forma  the  boundary  between  Russia  and  Persia.  There  is  no  bazar 
here,  but  on  the  Persian  side  there  are  a  few  store  houses  and  a  good  na- 
tural quay.  Roads  from  here  to  Anzali  and  Ardabil  {vide  Routes  Nos. 
16,370  &375). 

Route  No.  16. 

AstXra  to  Rasht. 

Authority. — HOLMES  AND  MacGrBGOR. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


1.  HiKTim 


Description.  Ac 


20 


20 


The  road  is  along  the  beach,  formed  of  sand 
and  detritus.     The  sands  are  in  some  places  200, 
but  often  do  not  exceed  15  yards  in  breadth  ;  and 
thick  forest,  with  a  dense  border  of  underwood, 
consisting  of  hawthorn,  wild  pomegranate,  and  medlar  trees,  descend  from  the  mountains   to 

their  very  **rge* 

Mile  after  mile  the  scenery  continues  the  same.  Pass  in  succession  the  rivers,  Khoja- 
karri,  Khanrud,  Lavandavil,  Chili  vand,  Lamir,  and  Naubat-Chai.  All  clear,  shallow 
stream*,  about  20  yards  broad,  with  sandbanks  at  their  mouths.  At  20th  mile  come  to  the 
mvr  fifth vir,  and  turning  along  its   banks  into  the  forest,  arrive  at  a  village  of  the  same 


name. 


1  KiaoKajr 


23 


43 


On  leaving  Hehvfr  ford  the  river  runs  over  a 

clear,  stony  bed,   and  continues  along  the  coast, 

which  presents  the  same  description  of  scenery 

as  above. 

Foid  the  rivers  8hilawan,  Khatwa-Sarai,   Lissar-Chai,  and  Karghan-Rud,  all   in  some 

m*a»oj*  dangerous  on  account  of  quicksands,  and  requiring  experienced  guides.     The   Kar- 

gtiao-R6d  is   by   far  the  largest  stream  crossed  ;  and  a  wide,  stony  bed  of  some  300  yards, 

•tmred  with  rocks  and  the  trunks  of  large  trees,  show  that  it  must  be  a  tremendous  torrent 

is  the  spring. 


n 

Route  No.  17— *contJ. 
Astrdbad  to  the  Atrai—contd. 


-If  -1      1-     •- ■  ''      ■  ■  ■  ■ 

DiRAircs,  nr  xn.a». 

■■     ■  -       -.       ■»■•■■■  '-.:j                                             -      i 

Staff e  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

ToUl. 

Description.  Ac. 

> 

2.  Chat-i-Atrax     ... 

14 

4& 

Thence  across  the  plain  to  the  junction  of  the 
Ab-i-Sunt  and    Chandir,    tributaries  of    the 
Atrak.     The  whole  line  is  described  as  broken 
and    difficult    ground,    muoh     cut     up     bj 
ravines. 

Route  No.  lis. 

AsTrXBAD  TO  BANDAR   GaZ. 


Authority. — Napier. 


»,                    —. ■    T ■ 

Disyjjtci,  nr  mute. 

■ 

Stage  or  halting;  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

Description.  Ac. 

1.  K6rd  Mahala    ... 

2.  Bandar  Gaz 

16 

7 

16 

23 

Route  No.  19. 

Astrabad  to  BtjJNtjRD  via  NardIn. 
Authority. — Thomson  ;  PETRtfsEvrrcH ;  Napier. 


s- 

Distavci.  ur  wits. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Intense- 
diate. 

Total 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  K6liaba*d 

2.  Kat6l 

3.   FlKDARISK            ... 

4.  Nau-Dih 
6.  Chinask 
6.  Sibchah           ... 

7.  NARDiN 

8.  Sang  Sal  a         ... 

9.  Jabjark 

10.  Dbreh 

11.  Sanghas 

12.  BfrvtiBD 

14 
11 
14 
14 
21 
18 
18 
18 
18 
35 
11 
25 

14 

25 

39 

53 

74 

92 

110 

128 

146 

181 

192 

217 

As  far  as  Nau-Dih  the  road,  which  is  nothing 
better  than  a  muddy  pathway,  goes  over  a  plain 
cut  up  by  irrigation  channels,  with  dense  forest 
\  on  every  side.     It  then  enters  a  mountainous 
tract ;  but  the  valley  followed  by  the  road  is  still 
cultivated  as  far  asNardin.      From  Nardfn  to 
Sanghaa  there  is  no  cultivation  to  speak  of. 

There  is  also  the  route  vid  Samalghao  {vide  Bujnurd  to  Astr&bad.) 


13 


Route  No.  20. 

ASTRABAD  TO   KARA   KaLA. 

Jnliorify.— Thomson. 

• 

Disyascs,  ur  mxse. 

8C«ft  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  Ak-KalX 

2.  Atsak 

3.  Bbkdili 

4.  Knvrtisi 

5.  Mashhad    BfosM 

6.  KIra  KauL 

10* 
24 

10i 

17* 

14 

10*  1' 
34i 
62 
62* 
80 
94 
1 

• 

This  seems  a  remarkably  roundabout  road. 

Route  No.  21. 

ASTRABAD  TO  KlZlL  ArvXt. 


Jmtkorxty. — Thomson. 


Disrurcz, 

or  MIXES. 

■     ■                                                 ■            ■                    —  —             '      »"     ■»              «r 

fttagt  or  halting  place. 

Description,  £o. 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

1.  GuioXh            ... 

10* 

10* 

1 

2.  Atrak 

24 

34* 

X   BlKDILI 

.171 

52 

1 

4.  MiSRilir 

17* 

69} 

>•  Thk  also  sppeon  remarkably  roundabout. 

5.  Chatorh 

28 

97* 

1 

6.    FlKDILI 

42 

139* 

1 

7.  Kixil  AbtIt    ... 

10* 

160 

J 

Route  No.  22. 

AsTfilBiD   TO  NlSHAPtJR  vid  JiflJAEM  AND  MunIbId. 

. — MacGregor. 


DisiAVcn,  or  mxis. 

§^H  W  R^atftljW  ITitfflL 

Interms- 
dfet*. 

TotaL 

Description,  Ac 

1.   RUsUtKaBABIL... 

28 

28 

Vide  below. 

The  road  is  quite  good  over  a  level  plain  the 
whole  way ;  large  Tillage ;  water,  fuel,  supplies, 
and  forage  abundant. 

8* 

Route  No.  17— contd. 
Astrdbdd  to  the  Atrdk— contd. 


-J"1      '"'  -■      '       ■  J-- - 

Dutayci,  nr  miles. 

Stage  or  halting  place . 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

Description,  Ac. 

2.  ChXt-i-Atbak     ... 

14 

46 

■ 

Thence  across  the  plain  to  the  junction  of  the 
Ab-i-Sunt  and    Chandir,    tributaries  of     the 
Atrak.     The  whole  line  is  described  as  broken 
and    difficult    ground,    muoh     cut    up     by 
ravines. 

Route  No.  lis. 

AstbIbXd  to  Bandar  Gaz. 


Authority. — Napier. 


DierurcK,  nr  mtsa. 

Stage  or  halting  plate. 

Internie- 
diate. 

TotaL 

Description,  Ac, 

1.  K6bd  Mahala   ... 

2.  Bandar  Gaz 

16 

7 

16 
23 

Boute  No.  19. 

AsTRXbXd  TO  BtJJNtjRD  via  Nabd!n. 

Authority. — Thomson  ;  PRTRilsEViTCH ;  Napier. 


DlSTAVCB, 

IS  MILES. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  KutiIbXd 

2.  KATfJL 

3.  FlVDABISK           ... 

4.  Nau-Dih 

6.  Chinask 

6.  SlBCHAH               ... 

7.  NabdIn 

8.  Sang  Sala. 

9.  Jabjabx 

10.  Dbbbh 

11.  SanohIs 

12.  BfrlrfRD 

14 
11 
14 
14 
21 
18 
18 
18 
18 
35 
11 
25 

14 

25 

39 

63 

74 

92 

110 

128 

146 

181 

192 

217 

As  far  as  Nau-Dih  the  road,  which  is  nothing 
better  than  a  muddy  pathway,  goes  over  a  plain 
cut  up  by  irrigation  channels,  with  dense  forest 
'  on  every  side.     It  then  enters  a  mountainous 
tract ;  but  the  valley  followed  by  the  road  is  still 
cultivated  as  far  as  Nardin.      From  Nardfn  to 
Sangbaa  there  U  do  cultivation  to  speak  of. 

There  is  also  the  route  vid  Samalghan  {vide  Bujnurd  to  Astr&bad.) 


23 


Route  No.  20. 

ASTBABAD  TO  KARA   KaLA. 


Anl%oTily.~- Thomson. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Datives,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  Ak-KalX 

2.  Atbak 

3.  Bbkdili 

4.  Kklt^si 

5.  Mashhad    B6sbm 

6.  Kara  Kaia 


104 
24 

104 

m 

14 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


10i    1 
34i 

62 

624 

80 

94 


'•This  seems  a  remarkably  roundabout  road* 


J 


Route  No.  21. 

ASTRABAD  TO  KlZlL  ArvXt. 


Jmtkortty. — Thomson. 


DlCTAVCZ. 

or  MILES. 

Stag*  or  baiting  place. 

Description,  Ao. 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

1.  GCBGAH 

104 

101 

• 

1 

2.  Atbak 

24 

344 

3.   BXKDILI 

17J 

52 

1 

4.  MisbiXh 

174 

69} 

>•  Thk  also  appears  remarkably  roundabout. 

6.  Cmayobh 

28 

974 

1 

6.    BlKDILI 

42 

1394 

1 

7.  Kiiil  AbtIt    ... 

10i 

150 

J 

Route  No.  22. 

* 

AstrXbad  to  NiSHAPtjR  vid  Jahjark  and  Mianabad. 
Amtlorily. — MacUrbgor. 


DlRAYCB,  IV  MILIl. 

Blnflt  or  halting  place. 

Interme* 
dlate. 

TotaL 

Description*  4a. 

1.  BraiT  Kaeabix... 

2.  MubjbIp 

••• 

28 

... 

28 

Vide  below. 

The  road  is  quite  good  over  a  level  plain  the 
whole  way ;  large  village ;  water,  fuel,  supplies, 
and  forage  abundant. 

24 


Route  No.  22 — contd. 
Astrdhdd  to  fiishapir  vi&  Jdhjarm  and  Miandbdd—conti. 


8tage  or  halting  place. 


DlHAVCB,  XV  MIL1S. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  4c. 


8.  Bam 


4.  RubIt-i-Gaz 


••• 


6.  Mabto 


••• 


6.  NlBHAPfa 


21 

48 

17 

66 

14 

80 

21 

101 

The  road  is  quite  good  over  a  level  plain  witl 
hills  on  left;  large  Tillage;  supplies  procur 
able;  water. 

The  road  is  quite  good,  over  a  level  plain ;  smal 
village;  no  supplies;  water,  forage  procur 
able ;  no  fuel  near. 

The  road  is  quite  good  over  a  level  plain.  Thi 
village  in  hills,  14  miles  from  the  turquoi* 
mines;  large  village;  water,  supplies  proem 
able ;  near  here  a  salt-mine. 


The  road  is  quite  good  over  a  level  plain. 
The  first  hall  of  the  road  is  left  to  the  imagina 
tion.    There  are  no  details  given,  but  probabl; 
the  road  by  Nardin  and  Jahjarm  would  oe  takei 
(Route  No.  19).    The  distance  from  A  strata 
to    RuWt  Karabil  must  be   at  least   150  miles,  which  would  make  the  total  distanc 
over  250. 


S 


4    r 


N 

* 


Authority.- 


Route  No.  23. 

ASTBABAD  TO  SHAHRtJD  V%d  THE  ChaLCHAXIAN  PASS. 

■Napier. 


\ 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DnrAjrcB,  nr  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  Galuoah 

2.  Radkak 


29 
12 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


29 

41 


Vide  Route  No. 


From  Galugah  a  small  ascent  of  6  miles  over* 
forest-covered  spur  ;  road  steep  and  bad,  c"nsi< 
ered  impassable  for  laden  beasts  after  me) tin 
of  snow  and  in  rainy  weather.    Total  ascent  ni 
less  than  5,000 '. 

From  crest  of  spur,  steep  descent  of  3  miles  to  Biigh-i*Kullah,  small  hamlet  of  8  house 
Thence  4  miles  to  Badkan,  village  on  hill  side  above  Asp-o-Neza  or  Nikah  stream. 


3.  Abp-o-N«za 


8 


49 


From  Radkan  steep  descent  to  stream  ;  folio 
valley  S.E.  over  good  road  to  Asp-o-Neza 
at  2nd  mile  pass  the  Nil-i-Radkan,  masonr 
tower  with  Cufic  inscription.  At  3rd  mile  roa 
from  Chashmah-i-Ali  strikes  in  from  right  at  gorge  of  the  Sawar  glen.  At  8th  mile  ope 
ground  fit  for  large  camp  at  mouth  of  Asp*o-Neza  defile.    Nearest  village  Hijiabid. 


25 


Route  No.  23 — contd. 
Jslrdbdd  to  Shdhrtd  viA  the  Chdlchdlian  Paw— contd. 


Siaft  or  halting  place. 


DmurcB, 

XV  KILBf . 

Interna  e» 
dUte. 

ToUL 

Description,  Ac. 


4.  8hahk6h  Pi.fK 


13J 


62J 


Leave  camping  ground  and  follow  up  stream  ; 
at  half  mile  enter  narrow  defile  Asp-o-Neza, 
overhung  by  high  cliffs  ;  summit*  of  moun- 
tains 2,000  to  3,000'  high,  flat  and  open  ; 
at  2|  mile  defile  closes  in  and  road  winds  through  narrow  gorge — the  Tang-i-Ludian— 
about  90  jards  wide,  closed  in  by  stupendous  cliffs  of  limestone  strata  curiously  conto  ted, 
for  the  most  part  vertical  or  nearly  so.  Thence  defile  opens  out,  hills  recede,  and  are  well 
wooded*  At  7th  mile  glen  opens  to  the  left,  up  which  lies  road  to  H&jiabad,  small  village  on 
plateau.  Thence  1  mile  following  up  stream,  road  stony  and  rough  ;  at  8th  mile  cliffs  close 
in,  forming  narrow  pass  of  \  mile  in  length,  at  one  point  contracted  to  about  50 
yards,  overhung  by  high  cliffs  ;  guns  might  pass  along  shallow  bed  of  stream.  Thence  defile, 
*liphtly  more  open,  hamlet  and  mill  of  ltarzandai  reach  at  9J  mile.  Thence  through 
drhle«  narrow  and  tortuous,  road  fairly  good  and  passable  for  wheels,  taking  advantage  of 
ground.  At  11}  mile  reach  the  Doab-i-Burzandai ;  road  turns  to  left  up  glen  to  Shahkuh 
l£la;  another  road  up  small  glen  to  Shahkuh  Pain  ;  former  said  to  be  shorter  but  difficult. 
At  12th  mile  path  from  Chardeh,  taken  at  times  by  Persian  troops,  strikes  in,  winding  down 
lateral  glen.  At  13J  mile  village  Shahkuh  Pain,  situated  in  deep  glen  at  foot  of  high 
serrated  line  of  cliffs  known  as  Shahkuh.  The  two  villages  have  MX)  nouses  -r  considerable 
wheat  crops,  and  good  water. 


5.  Tlafl  Rubat 


15} 


78 


Leave  camping  ground  above  village  on  bear- 
ing about  22°  KM  cross  low  spur  and  descend- 
ing steep  slope  cross  cultivated  plateau,  and 
passes  down  snort  steep  descent  into  defile  with 
stream  flowing  E.S.E.,  the  upper  course  of  the  Nikah  stream  eventually  bending  N.E. 
Following  streams,  at  2}  mile  path  up  glen  to  right  leading  to  Charbagh  ;  at  5th  mile, 
road  turns  up  hill  side  on  left  of  defile  to  Shahkuh  13 Ala,  distant  1  farsakh  ;  at  5} 
miX  mill  and  small  stream  from  glen  to  right ;  near  bank  of  main  stream,  blue  clay  strata, 
sowing  thin  seams  of  good  coal.  Thence,  still  following  stream  up  narrow  glen  of  Ely- 
anay,  at  8th  mile  turn  up  hills  on  left  over  easy  pass  of  Chalchdlian,  road  winding  over 
slopes  wooded  with  cypress  ;  at  9}  mile  reaches  crest  of  ascent,  8,600'  above  sea,  and 
drteent  over  open  hill  slopes  to  11  miles,  where  route  enters  barren  defile  of  Ganda-Ab. 
TVnce  follow  defile  beside  fresh  stream  of  clear  water  to  small  mud  "  Rubat  "  at  junction 
of  main  road  from  Astnibid,  15}  miles.  Camping  ground  in  valley,  up  which  runs  road  to 
Attribad  and  telegraph  line.  Road  on  the  whole  good,  and,  taking  advantage  of  ground, 
practicable  for  guns.  Ascent  to  pass  and  descent  of  1,400'  to  Tash,  particularly  easy, 
and  Miifaee  of  road  good.  First  two  slopes  below  Shahkuh  Pain  might  present  Rome 
difficulty ;  but  soil  is  light  and  easy  to  work.  Wood,  water,  and  forage  are  procurable 
at  any  point  Defile  leading  to  and  from  pass  commanded  by  hills  receding  with 
easy  slopes.  Village  of  Tash,  50  houses,  lies  1  mile  from  junction  of  roads  above- 
mentioned* 


&  SaiHatD 


19| 


97J 


Follow  stream  down  defile,  at  1  \  mile  passes 
ruined  "  Rabat/'  right,  and  ascend  low  spur  ; 
at  3  J  mile  descends  easy  slopes,  and  enters  wide 
open  valley,  with  village  4  or  5  milea  right. 
Follow  barren  valley  with  enclosing  hills  running  about  due  E.,  and  at  9th  mile  touches 
scream  of  good  water  flowing  E.  through  it ;  at  12}  mile  ruined  fort  on  hill,  half  a  mile 
to  right,  and  another  at  foot  in  plain  ;  Shah  war  mountain,  with  snow,  on  left ;  at  14  J  mile 
»ftts**  village  of  KaUteh,  j  mile  to  left,  hill  skirts  \  mile  to  right  ;  at  17th  mile  turns  S. 
into  vallev  between  two  rocky  spurs,  cross  wide,  shallow  water  course,  and  continue 
&.  to  gap  in  spar  running  from  K.  to  S.,  cross  spur  at  19th  mile,  and  bending  E.  at  19  J 
mile,  enters  the  gardens  of  Shihrud. 


SB 


Route  No.  23 — concld. 
Astrabad  to  Shdhr&d  vi&  the  Chdlchdlian  Pass — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  plaoe. 


DxaTivcs,  nr  xxlis. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac 


Road  good  and  passable  for  wheels,  save  the  last  rocky  pass,  which  may  be  turned  by  detour  o 
2  or  3  mues;  4  miles  from  Shihrud,  town  of  Bostam  lies  off  to  the  left.     Total  descent  2,20U' 
This  route  appears  a  very  circuitous  one.     Routes  24  and  322  are  much  more  direct. 


Route  No.  24. 

AstbabId  to  Shahb{jd  vid  the  KAZLtJK  Pass. 
Authority, — IjOvett. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distavcb,  nr  xilis. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  ElABAT 


10 


Total. 


10 


Description,  Ac 


From  AstrAbad  to  Eiarat  the  road,  thotigl 
flat,  is  bad.    Eiarat  is  a  series  of  wide  pasture*  a 
the  entrance  of  the  Eazluk  pass  into  the  moun 
tains.    The  climate  here  is  better  than  that  of  Astrabad. 


2.  BtTLAND    SkFAXEH 


15 


26 


On  leaving  Eiarat  the  road  passes  throng! 
forest,  through  the  valley  of  Garm  Dasht.  Tit 
actual  ascent  of  the  Eazluk  pass  begins  at  m 
elevation  of  3,450'.  The  road  is  impassable  fn 
horsed  guns,  but  guns  have  been  dragged  through  by  hand.  Passing  the  small  seiai  o 
Rubat-i-Eazluk.  Buland  Sefaleh  is  reached  at  an  altitude  of  5.200'.  Here  there  is  a  spriii; 
and  an  open  down  suitable  for  encamping.     The  summit  of  the  pass  is  reached  at  7,200'. 


3.  Haft   Chashhah 


10 


35 


The  road  then  descends  500'  to  Charbagh,  when 
the  forest  scenery  of  the  Caspian  littoral  pivi« 
place  to  the  usual  barren  aspect  so  charactrriM  i 
of  Persia.      The  road  now  traverses  the   divar 

valley  of  AliaWd  (7,300').     The  road   then   turns   E.   by  the  Jaleng   Miling  pass  to  Hat' 

Chashmah  (8,UC0'),  which  is  a  pasturage  watered  by  a  stream. 

4.  Tash  Rtjbat 


9 


44 


The  road  runs  through  the  Wajmamu  pa^ 
(9,000') ;  thence  along  a  stream  flowing  8.  till  i 
joins  the  watercourse  which  passes  Tash,  whid 
itself  lies  about  a  mile  off  the  road.  Tash  is  i 
Tillage  of  60  houses  with  a  telegraph  station.  Fuel  and  supplies  are  scarce.  Altitude,  7.7(1'' 
The  road  follows  the  river  through  the  Dahan-i-Tash  to  the  serai  of  Rub4t-i-Tijir,  when 
it  emerges  on  a  flat  sterile  valley,  about  12  miles  long  and  from  2  to  5  broad,  bounds 
on  the  IS.  by  the  arid  and  precipitous  Tapal  range.  Through  the  valley  the  road  runs  t< 
the  ruined  village  of  Mahamadibad.  There  is  a  canal  S.  of  the  road,  and  at  Kelatel 
(5,150')  water  from  a  karcz  is  plentiful.  Bostam,  3  miles  further  on,  is  surrounded  bi 
gardens  and  fields  watered  by  karezet  and  the  canal  above-mentioned. 

6.  Sh1hb£i> 


20 


64 


^  The  main  road,  however,  does  not  go  to  Bos 
tAm;  but,  turning  south,  proceeds  direct  to  Shah 
hid,  which  is  5  miles  beyond  Eelateh.    This  pan 
of  the  road  is  described  in  Route  No.  23. 
The  route  above  described  is  the  main  road  between  Astrabad  and  Shahrud,  along  whirl 
the  telegraph  line  is  carried. 


,*•  Y%&*  alto  Route  No.  322,  bbahrod  to  Astrabad,  ritf  the  Chalvhiliaa  past  and  Zlant, 
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Route  No.  25. 

A  ST  El  BAD  TO  TlHRAN  BY  CHARDEH  AND  SAMnXk. 
Authority. — Holmes. 


Stag*  or  haltiag  plaee. 


Ditturci,  nr  Mn.is. 


Interme- 
diate. 


16 


Total. 


16 


Description,  Ac. 


From  the  village  of  Kafshigfrf  the  road  turns 
towards  the  mountains,  and  goes  through  the 
forest  about  4  miles  farther,  to  the  village  of 
VtamLua,     It  is  prettily  situated  in  a  valley  on  the  banks  of  a  small  stream. 


2.   MAGASSf 


16 


32 


The  road  for  about  a  mile  from  the  village  lies 
over  wide,  grassy  lawns,  on  the  slopes  of  the 
lower  hills ;  from  there  is  a  good  view  of  the 
desert,  and  the  S.E.  corner  of  the  Caspian. 
It  then  enters  the  forest,  and  keeps  along  the  edge  of  a  precipice  nearly  a  1007  high  over- 
hanging a  ravine,  at  the  bottom  of  which  is  the  rippling  stream,  which  passes  Miandara.  On 
tin*  left  is  the  steep  side  of  a  hill,  thickly  clothed  with  forest  In  an  hours  travelling  the  bed 
of  the  river  is  reached,  in  which  the  road  continues  for  about  a  mile  and-a-half,  and  then  com- 
mences an  ascent,  most  painful  and  difficult  for  horses,  which  is  all  but  impracticable  from 
slipr«riness.  In  many  places  we  were  compelled  to  dismount  and  lead  our  horses,  which 
wt-rt  dreadfully  exhausted  by  the  continual  struggle.  This  lasted  till  we  reached  a  level 
•trace,  about  1  miles  from  the  summit  of  the  mountains,  at  a  sufficient  height  above  the  sea 
for  the  snow  to  lie  on  the  ground.  On  looking  above  us,  high  masses  of  rock,  covered  with 
»now.  ro«e  like  an  impassable  barrier.  The  path  was  difficult ;  and  we  were  forced  to  walk 
the  greater  part  of  the  way.  Near  the  top  there  was  half  a  foot  of  snow  on  the  ground.  At 
i%<  we  attained  the  summit,  and  commenced  a  gradual  descent  by  a  broad,  dry,  and  well- 
btaVn  road. 

The  country,  as  we  proceeded,  presented  a  very  different  aspect  to  that  which  we  had 
lately  been  traversing,  for  the  hills  were  now  half  bare,  merely  dotted  here  and  there  with  a 
few  stunted  firs.  We  soon  got  below  the  range  of  the  snow,  and  continued  the  descent  along 
a  dcp  and  narrow  valley  till  half-past  3  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  arrived  at  some  caves  in 
the  side  of  the  mountain,  where  we  intended  to  halt  for  the  night.  The,  hill  in  which  these 
raves  are  excavated  is  of  a  clayey  nature,  which  has  facilitated  the  work.  There  are  several  of 
the  id  of  sufficient  extent  to  accommodate  some  20  or  30  horses.  The  place  is  called 
Jf aganf  ;  a  clear  rivulet  flows  near  at  hand,  and  it  is  a  convenient  halting  place  for  muleteers 
between  Miandara  and  Chardeh,  being  nearly  equi-distant  from  both. 


3.  Chazdxh 


16 


48 


Having  travelled  about  a  mile,  we  turned  E. 
over  a  level  plain,  where  in  summer  the  Govern- 
or of  Astrabad  encamps.  A  small  stream  of 
delicious  water  runs  through  it. 
About  |  a  mile  farther,  we  turned  at  a  right  angle  into  another  plain,  which  gradually 
narrowed  into  a  valley,  and  terminated  in  a  steep,  rocky  pass.  The  road  lay  over  this,  and 
about  three-qnarters  of  a  mile  on  the  other  side,  we  entered  a  curious  defile,  about  3  yards 
broad,  the  rocks  rising  on  each  side  50  or  60  feet  perpendicularly,  like  immense  walls,  called 
the  Shainshirbur.  A  small  stream  flows  through  it,  which  was  now  frozen,  and  we  had 
the  {rrvatett  difficulty  in  getting  through  the  pass.  The  whole  length  of  the  defile  is  not 
nv-ce  than  500  or  600  yards  ;  but  we  were  full  20  minutes  in  passing  it.  On  emerging 
w«  attended  a  gentle  elevation,  and  entered  a  country  perfectly  barren,  without  so  much  as 
a  bash.    Continuing  some  miles  farther  over  low  hills,  we  came  to  Chardeh. 


4.  Aras* 


20 


68 


We  left  Chardeh  at  10  o'clock  ;  and,  passing  a 
mud  Iinamzrdah*  which  stands  on  the  confines 
of  the  villnge,   proceeded  in   a  S.W.  direction 
across    a    weil-cu'tivated     plain,    watered    by 
scrml  rivulets,  and  everywhere  dotted  with  the  remains  of  small  round  towers. 


28 


Route  No.  25—eontd. 
Astrdbdd  to  Tikrdn  by  Chdrdeh  and  Samndn — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAHCB, 

XV  MILSB. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Jbe. 


About  3  miles  from  the  village  we  passed  the  ruins  of  a  large,  circular  mud  fort.  Wn 
continued  3  or  4  miles  farther  in  the  same  direction,  and  then  left  the  road,  turning,  W. 
over  some  low,  barren  hills,  crusted  with  soda,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  Chashmah   All. 

The  spring  was  situated  about  7  miles  from  Chardeh,  in  a  wild  and  desolate  looking  spot 

We  continued  our  march  S.  and  reached  Kalata,  a  village  about  three-quarters  of  i 
mile  from  the  spring ;  then  turning  S.W.,  we  entered  a  plain  surrounded  by  rorkj 
mountains,  and  having  the  appearance  of  an  immense  basin.  Towards  the  S.E.,  sign* 
of  cultivation  were  visible  ;  but  dv  far  the  greater  part  was  a  waste,  barely  affording  subsist 
ence  to  a  few  flocks  of  sheep.  Alter  crossing  the  plain,  we  went  over  some  low  hills  au< 
arrived  at  Chashmah  Alf . 

We  left  Chashmab  All  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  and,  proceeding  alternately  over  low 
hills  and  narrow  plains,  we  passed  Astanak,  around  which  was  a  considerable  extent  of  mlti 
vated  land.  A  few  miles  farther,  we  reached  the  village  of  Baba  Hafiz,  enclosed  within  4 
walls,  with  towers  at  the  angles,  and  looking  like  a  square  fort. 

Continuing  onward,  we  crossed  the  Chashmah  All  stream,  and  turning  8.,  arrived  at 
the  village  of  Ayanu. 

28  [  96       We  left  Ayanti  early  in  the  morning ;  and  af  te 

travelling  about  2  farsakhs  through  solitary 
valleys  among  the  mountains,  came  to  a  spring 
from  where  Damghan  and  several  surrounding 
villages  were  visible  to  the  E.  on  the  edge  of  a  vast  salt-plain,  the  commencement  of  th 
desert  of  Khorasan. 

The  water  was  very  good.  We  continued  our  route  in  a  generalW.  direction,  through  th 
same  desolate  scenery  of  plains  and  mountains,  without  seeing  a  single  village  or  human  beinj 
far  or  near,  to  relieve  the  dreary  monotony.  The  country  was  perfectly  clear  of  snow  ;  an< 
the  burning  sun,  the  brown  soil,  and  scorched  vegetation  gave  one  the  idea  of  the  close  o 
autumn,  rather  than  the  middle  of  winter.    Tudawar  is  situated  iu  a  long,  narrow  valley. 


6.  Tovxwjlr 


6.  Ah<jXn 


20 


116 


A  ride  of  20  miles  brought  us  to  Ahuan 
The  scenery  the  same  as  that  of  the  ptvviou 
day,  consisting  of  desert,  plains,  and  mount  Aim 
We  fell  in  with  no  villages  ;  but  in  one   plao> 

some  miles  to  the  right  of  the  road  in  the  desert,  we  could  just  disoern  the  walls  and  ruins  o 

a  few  villages. 


7.  SaxkXn 


30 


146 


Continuing  our  march,  generally  W.,  bn 
sometimes  winding  round  the  bases  of  severa 
excrescences  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  w 
passed  a  ruined  caravansarai,  and  came  to  i 
fountain,  almost  midway  between  Ahuan  and  Samnan,  which  seemed  to  be  a  frequent  halting 
placj  for  muleteers.  From  this  fountain  the  road  lay  W.  through  a  aerie*  of  ravines  fornv< 
by  low  hills,  and  finally  brought  us  to  the  edge  of  an  elevated  slope,  overlooking  a  vast  plain 
in  the  centre  of  which  Samnan  was  visible,  14  miles  distant.  The  plain,  till  within  a  mile  o 
two  of  the  city,  was  desolate  and  barren. 

Across  the  plain  in  a  W.  direction. 

Fourteen  miles  from  Samndn  we  arrived  a 
the  village  of  Sdrkeh. 

Continuing  our  march  some  12  miles  fartbei 
we  came  to  Lasgfrd. 


8.  LasoIbd 


9.  Dbh-Xahak 


26 


26 


172 


198 


CroHsinsr  a  wide  plain,  always  keeping  in  i 
W.  direction,  we  arrived  at  Abdulahabad,  1! 
miles  from  our  starting  place. 
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Route  No.  £5 — con  eld. 
AHrabid  to  Tihrdn  by  Chdrdeh  and  Samndn — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAXCZ,  IV  MILZS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


From  this  place  we  crowed  another  immense  plain,  with  slight  nndulations  on  its  surface 
at  the  farther  extremity  of  which  our  proposed  halting  place  was  visible.  About  4  miles  from 
A  Wnlahahad  we  parsed  a  deep,  narrow  ravine.  A  ruined  and  now  deserted  tower  is  perched 
on  a  small  eminence  jnst  above  it,  at  Deh-Namak  (salt  village),  where  there  is  another  of  Shah 
Abbas'*  earavansmraix,  and  a  mud  fort,  similar  in  plan  to  that  of  Lasgird,  but  neither  so  large 
nor  so  perftct,  having,  in  fact,  almost  crumbled  to  pieces.  We  had  been  told  that  the  nater 
here  was  not  drinkable,  but  we  found  it  as  good  as  at  most  other  stations. 


10.  KlsHLaX 


24 


222 


At  last  we  arrived  at  the  fort  or  village  of 
Pordeh,  constructed  also  on   the  same  plan  as 
I  Lasgird.     We  now  entered  a  division  of  Irak, 
I  called  Khavar. 

Continuing  onward,  we  passed  in  succession  the  villages,  Kala-Haraubeh,  Mehtabad, 
Aliibad,  and  Aradin.  The  remainder  of  our  ride  to  Kishlak  through  this  well. cultivated  and 
well-watered  district  was  pleasant  from  its  contrast  with  the  barren  and  desolate  country 
—  had  latelj  traversed.     We  passed  many  flourishing  villages  in  the  distance. 


11.  ATWA2C-MU1F 


20 


242 


over  a 


Going  a  little  N.  of  W.  travelled 
more  barren  part  of  the  plain  for  about  2  far- 
sakhs,  when  we  entered  a  valley  lying  between 
low  ranges  of  sandy  hills.  An  intensely  salt 
stream  flowed  through  it,  and  the  deposit  on  the  edge  was  sometimes  J  an  inch  thick. 
Travelling  about  4  miles  through  this  valley,  we  passed  the  remains  of  an  old  fort,  and 
entered  an  extensive  pla»n,  strongly  impregnated  with  salt,  and  its  E.  extremity  totally  un- 
cultivated.    Twofartakhs  further  brought  us  to  Aiwan-i-kaif. 


12.  Palabht 


28 


270 


At  first  we  travelled  over  a  barren  plain  along 
the  skirts  of  the  Alburz,  and   crossed  several 
Bmall  rivulets    flowing    S.  in   which    direction 
numerous  fields  and  villages   were  to  be  seen  in 
the  distance.    The  last  8  miles  through  a  well-cultivated  country. 

Along  the  foot  of  the  mountains  towards  Tih- 
ran.  The  city  lies  in  the  middle  of  a  hollow 
plain,  and  was  not  visible  till  we  ascended  an 
intervening  hill  and  were  within  4  miles  of  it. 


13.  TiBJLbi 


••• 


20 


290 


Route  No.  26. 

AstrabXd  to  TihrXn  by  DamghIn  and  Fib*jzk<jh. 


Jmtiorify.— 


<*  kaittof  place. 


UmAvcs,  nr  xtLsa. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  fiiwix 


••• 


2.  CaUBBXlB   Al.f  ... 


9 

26 


Total. 


9 
35 


Description,  to. 


} 


Vide  Route  No.  383,  Tihran  to  Astrabad. 


30 


Route  No.  26—eonld; 
AstrdUd  to  Tihrdn  vift  Damghdn  and  FirtzMA—conti. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dutaxoi,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


3,  DamghXn 


4.  BakhshXbXd 


5.  Dabwaji 

6.  SHlHMlfiziD 


30 


10 


••• 


45 


65 


The   road  gradually  descends  to  the   plain  ol 
Damgh&n. 


76     Road    good    and    hard,   tending    towards    tru 
mountains,  and  passing  some  remains  of  villages 


120 


The  road  tends  more  towards  the  mountains. 


The  road  first  goes  back  to  Toweh  ;  then  then 
is   a  long  and    steep    ascent  for     4   hours     t< 
Hasina  Rudbar,  whence  the  road  is  taken    f.n 
#  a  short  time;      bnt,   instead   of  going  throng 

the  narrow  pass  leading  to  Aseran,  it  strikes  off  in  a  S.S.W.  direction,  through  a  mo-1 
dreary  tra«:t  without  water,  to  an  eminence,  whence  Shahmfrzad,  though  2  hours'  distant,  i: 
visible.    There  is  a  good  deal  of  cultivation  round  this  place. 

The  road  first  crosses  the  mountains  that  sin: 
Shahmfrzad  on  the  N.  through  a  very  diflieull 
pass,  and  it  then  enters  the  road  near  Arseiau. 


7.  Gub-Suped 


■• . 


8.  FiRtjzKfJH 

9.  TihbXn 


25 

145 

12 

157 

86 

243 

Vide  Route  No.  383. 


Route  No.  27- 

AstrXbad  to  Tihran  vid  Sari,  Am<jl,  and,  Ask. 
Authority. — Napier. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DraTAKCK,  iar  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description.  Ac. 


1.  KtJBD  Mahalla... 


16 


16 


Leaves  Astrabad  by  Mazandar&n  gate  and  bean 
W.  across  plain  covered  with  dense  thorn 
brakes   and    scattered  forests ;    road    wet    an«l 

_     e.„    A,w  .  j       A.       heavv\    At2mUesbearW.S.WMandat3Jmi^ 

strikes  Shah  Abbas  s  causeway  and  continue  along  it  W.  At  9 J  mile  crosses  Shast  KuhUi 
stream  from  Kafshgiri  and  Miandara.  At  10  miles  passes  Imamzadah  of  Rushan&had  \1 
16  miles  reaches  village  of  Kurd  Mahalla,  of  350  to  400  houses,  \  mile  off  high  road 
right.  ' 

Note.— From  Shast  Kulih  stream  the  path  lying  alongside  of  the  high  Toad  is  exceedingly 
bad,  winding  through  dense  thorns  and  knee-deep  in  mud.  The  causeway  is  almost  entirely 
abandoned,  the  pavement  being  for  the  most  part  broken  up  and  more  difficult  than  the 
muddy  tracks  through  the  forest.  In  dry  weather  a  good  temporary  road  might  be  made 
with  little  labour,  the  line  of  the  causeway  being  still  clear  of  forest.  Kurd  Mahalla  lies  in 
dense  forest,  which  extends  to  the  shore  4  or  5  miles  distant  Its  port,  Mulla  Kal4,  the 
nearest  to  Astrabad,  is  much  frequented  by  native  boats.    Supplies  of  all  kinds  procurable. 


81 


Route  No.  27 — contd. 
Jslrdbdd  to  Tihrdn  viA  8dri,  Amil,  and  Asi—coniA. 


6tag»  or  halting  plact. 


DlRAJTCl,  XV   MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


2.  Hjsht  Tikkah  (vid 

Ghaz), 


13 


29 


Leave  Kurd  Mahalla  and  bears  W.S.W.,  and 
bend  W.  at  2J  miles.  Strike  causeway  and  follow 
it  to  4f  miles. 
Thence  turn  N.  and  follow  deep  muddy  road  along  narrow  cleared  line  in  forest.    At  7  miles 
»  Ghaz.  Tillage  of  3UO  houses  anH  cross  small  stream  flowing  in  wide  gravelly  bed.    At 
4  J  mile*  reach  Kinarn,  collection  of  100  wooden  huts  on  shore  of  bay 

Thence  leaving  shore  and  bearing  nearly  due  W.  at  5  miles,  reach  Hasht  Tikkah,  village 
of  » O  houses,  on  border  of  Anizan  Beluk.     Supplies  ample.  ^ 

c  ny*e'~I?Md  fr0m  Ki?*ra  merettrack  through  forest  and  marshy  rice  lands.  The  road 
fallowing  the  causeway  and  passing  through  Naukandiih  to  Hasht  Tikkah  is  a  little  shorter 
but  it  u  said  to  be  even  worse  than  the  track  leading  through  (ihaz.  ' 


3.  A8HBA7 


••• 


14 


43 


Passing  through  Hasht  Tikkah,  cross  Galdgah 
stream  dividing  Astrabad  from  Mazandaran, 
and    pass    through   village  of     Galugah,    600 

_n    T    .      , ,  .   „  lf    T      ,       .  x  a     houses.     Thence  on  W.,  skirting  causeway,  at  n 

ff;  Pf11  Imamzadih  Mulla  Iraad.    At  8  miles  causeway  touches  hill  skirts?    Thence  on  W 
following  causeway,  at  11 J  mile  pass  circular  tower  and   Imarozadah  Abdiilla  on  bank  of 
«n*ll  brook.     Villages  Sarv  and  Pai-Sang  off  to  left.    Cross  brook  (low  bank*).   At  12  miles 
leave  causeway,  and  skirting  it  reach  Ashraf. 

^•-^°?ntTy^Pm(?a.Mgahis  «*>P«™tive!y  open  and  well  cultivated,  the  mountains 
rorrred,  with  forest  the  plain  to  a  great  extent  cleared,  and  the  sea-shore  to  a  breadth  inland 
«»f  rveral  uuks  entirely  free  of  forest.    Wheat  to  some  extent  takes  the  place  of  rice  culti- 


4.   PtL-I-NlKl 


16 


69 


fi.  Slti 


••• 


18 


77 


Pass  through  town  and  follow  high  road  skirt- 
ing foot  of  bluff,  on   which   stands   Castle  of 
Safiabad,  bearing  W. ;  at  |   mile  right  village 
m  ~   ,     ,  .  °*  Ze" wan,  hidden  by  trees.     At   14  miles   vil 

K7  «f  Cha  apu> ;  tt  16  mile,  villas  of  Nika,  mt  how,  mattered  among  gardens  ud wood. 
....  loth ibank.  of  Mreain  kno.n  a.  Xiki  or  Sham.hir-bar,  which  ha.  it.  *J£Z TL  Sbahkih 
Wtitno  9J  mi  let  ot  Snabrud. 

AV/*.-]^  throughout  in  excellent  order  for  bridle-road  and  passable  for  guns  :  7  or  8 
w?  "^'"u-  dfwP  ^.^  road,  and  are  either  bridged  or  ramped  .Country  to 
.  v.  .,prn  and  cultivated.  Fields  with  wide  straggling  hedgerows;  right,  low  rockv  spurs 
.t»ira£dto  aome  extent,  but  ^rally  covered  withWt  or  de'n^e  Ldergr^wth A  t7l 
m.^  there  is  a  small  clear  spring  of  brackish  water.     Good  water  abundant  at  Pul-i-Nika, 

Cross  Nika  stream  bv  new  bridge  of  2  arches, 
the  stream  being  from  18  to  2tf  wide,  and  flowing 
in  deep  bed  with  steep   banks,  graveliy  bottom ; 

**.  B~S.W.  from  at™  through  «  ^^^^£££3*  ££ 
kTftSrf?"^  «<^/trik7  ol  Wt0p  valle?  through  Hair  iSSTlUdKsKC 
I'.  £  '  ^W?'^  and  ,>MnKl,An-  At  2i  mile  mounds  with  large  flat  rak  to 
"1^  :  ^"  -  T^ht.i-Kn.Um  and  Tillage  Nandch.  30  hou*».  Thence  W.8.W.  alonThieh 
*-d  tn  good  order.   Country  without  forert.  but  field.  *malland  .tronglv  fenced.    At  A  mile 

7T& i??*?  bndK8  T"  *^.am  °f  •,?"  R6A  With  P-T*"dicular  bank,  flowing  n 
*~y  bed.     At  7  mile.  proe.  through  large  village.  Surat,  and  leaving  high  road,  paw  acre. 

^Afc"^  ^J1?  S" '"•?  lei,e*  »»d.WSW.   for  2*  mile..     At   12  J   miC  "Ja?n 
th*  h.gh   r.-d.  and  fallow  it  W,  to  T.jan  .tream.  16*  mile..    Croa,  Tajan  by  a  fit 
w»de  .tone  hrul* ,of  17  archea ;  atream   wide,  .hallow,  gravelly  bed,  fordable  everywhew 
ricrpt  m  flood 8  banks  low  Md  rteep,  with  open  cultivated  ground;  hedgerow.  \2F*£L 


as 


Route  No.  27 — contd. 
Jstrdbdd  to  Tihrdn  vift  Sdri,  Amil>  and  Ask — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DisTurcx,  or  xilss. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description,  Ac. 


for  some  miles  on  either  side.    Thence  to  Sari,  1 J  miles,  over  paved  causeway  through  hedge* 
rows  and  fields. 

Note. — Fraser  followed  this  route  from  Astrab&d  as  far  as  Sari,  and  from  Ashraf  he 
appears  to  have  kept  to  the  causeway.  This  is  what  he  says  of  it :  "  The  road  keeps  to  th« 
causeway  the  whole  way,  and  is  very  good.  As  Nika  is  approached,  the  mountains  and 
forests  retreat  to  the  S.,  leaving  the  country  comparatively  open.  The  causeway  from 
Nika  resembles  a  well -metalled  English  road,  being  raised  in  the  middle,  and  having  "hollows 
or  drains  along  the  sides.  For  3  or  4  miles  there  is  cultivation  extending  to  a  great  distant 
on  either  hand ;  then  a  deep  forest  is  entered,  which  continues  for  8  miles  when  the  country 
again  opens  into  a  wide  extent  of  rice- 6 elds.  At  1  mile  from  Sari  the  Tajan  river  is  cToesed 
by  a  good  bridge  of  17  arches."  His  distances  also  differ  greatly  from  Napier's.  He  make* 
it  23  miles  to  Kurd  Mahalla,  and  63  to  Ashraf. 

6.  Saiyad  Mahalla 


13 


90 


Leave  Sari  by  Barfaniah  gate  and  bear 
W.S.W.,  winding  through  fields  and  lane*  to 
village  and  Imainzadah  of  Esinda,  3}  mill*. 
Thence  through  forest  W.  for  4  miles,  crossing 
3  small  streams  with  deep  muddy  beds  and  high  banks  by  rickety  wooden  bridges.  At  7i 
mile  enter*  cultivated  clearing  of  village  Tir  Kulah  and  hamlet  Az.  At  8  miles  cross  Siah 
Rud ;  deep  stream,  muddy  bed,  and  high  banks ;  bridge  old  and  rickety. 

Thence  bear  W.N.W.  passing  village  of  Fallah  at  S\  miles.  Thence  still  W.N.W. 
through  forests  bending  N.W.,  and  at  9J  mile  reaches  extensive  marsh  in  den<«* 
forest,  crossed  by  raised  causeway  of  sods  in  bad  order.  At  11  miles  clear  marsh  and  bear 
to  W.  to  village  of  Potem,  11 J  miles.  At  11 J  miles  bear  W.N.W.  through  or*»n 
forest  and  clearings.  At  12  miles  enters  dense,  marshy  forest,  and  bear  W.  over  deep,  muddy 
track  across  2  small  streams  by  wooden  bridges ;  and  at  13  miles  reaches  village  or  Saiyad 
Mahalla.    Supplies  procurable. 

Note. — Road  throughout  a  mere  village  track  always  liable  to  be  out  of  repairs,  arj 
certainly  impassable  after  heavy  rain.  Good  guide  in  any  case  necessary-  Alternative  mid 
by  Aliabad  said  to  be  longer  and  worse  except  in  summer.  Sh&h  Abbas (s  causeway  being 
entirely  destroyed.  Road  by  Farahabad  and  Mashhad-i-Sar  not  passable  in  winter  after  rain 
without  previous  arrangement  for  boats  to  cross  the  several  estuaries  on  the  route. 

7.  BIbfabush  ...  7  97        From   Saiyad  Mahalla,  lj  miles  8.,  to  the 

Talar  river,  a  stream  of  50  yards  width,  girt  v. 
deep,  good  gravelly  bottom,  unfordable  ordy 
after  heavy  floods,  no  bridge  except  Pul-i-SufVd 

on  Firuzkiih  road,  35  to  40  miles  up.  Thence  S.  W.,  passing  at  2  miles  village  Man.  At 
2 i  mile  bends  W.  At  3  miles  passes  village  Kabir  Chul.  At  3£  mile  enters  open  forest  ;  and 
at  4  miles  passes  Imamzadah  Sultan  Mahamad  Nur  and  hamlet  with  ruins  of  brick  fort  «<fT 
to  right.  Thence  7  miles  to  B&rfarfish  across  marshy  pasture  lands.  Road  for  most  part 
narrow  track,  muddy,  difficult  after  rain.  Good  guide  nect-ssary.  Cultivated  land  strongly 
fenced,  and  waste  land  covered  with  impenetrable  thorny  scrub.     Little  forest. 

Note. — Fraser  makes  it  30  miles  from  Sari  to  Rarfardsh.  He  however  went  by  the 
Aliabad  road.  He  says  : — "  The  road  goes  along  the  causeway,  or  rather  near  it,  for"  it  is 
so  broken  that  travellers  have  to  go  into  the  fields  at  the  side.  At  18  miles  pass  Aliabad. 
At  22  miles  cross  the  Talar/* 

8.  AmDl 


20 


117 


Leave  Barfarush,  and  passing  the  Baga-i-ShAh 
on  an  island  in  backwater  or  spill  of  Babil  river. 
At  1  mile  cross  that  river  by  fine,  wide  eton* 
bridge  known  as  Ptil-i-Mahamad  Hassan  Khan ; 
stream  deep  ;  muddy  bottom  with  quick-sands  ;  fords  every  2  or  3  miles  ;  after  heavy  rain 
unfordable ;  banks  wooded,  steep.    Thence  S.W.  4J  miles  over  good  dry  track.    Country 


ss 


Route  No.  M—contd. 
AUrdbdd  to  Tihrdn  via  Sari,  Jmul,  and  Ask — contd. 


6f  ac*  or  halting  place. 


Dururci,  xv  mil  is. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


<>f«ni  and  cultivated,  strongly  fenced.  Waste  lands  covered  with  thorny  scrub,  impassable  for 
h*,r*i*  or  man.  Thence  W.S.W.  7  miles  over  same  country.  Villages  small,  hidden  by 
tin*  ami  high  scrub.  Thence  8.W.  1J  miles  over  similar  country.  Thence  W.  for  1  mile. 
At  11*  mile  pass  canal  Hari  Kalah  by  stone  bridge,  deep  and  wide.  At  17  miles  cross 
•trearo  in  deep  bed  by  stone  bridge.  Country  much  cut  up  by  canals  usually^  cut  deep 
in  clay  soil*  and  fenced  with  masses  of  bramble  and  thorn.  At  20  miles  enters  Amul  and 
tn*»  Haraz  river  by  fine  bridge  of  two  arches. 

3~vl<. — The  Haraz  orHaraspai  has  a  good,  sound,  gravelly Jbed,  and  is  fordable  everywhere 
r-irept  after  spring  floods.  Country  rises  o  or  6  miles  from  Amul,  undulates  slightly,  and  is 
vt-iJ  cultivated  with  rice  ;  slightly  fenced.    Canals  make  country  difficult  to  cross. 


&.  UabIz 


19 


1*a  Biuis 


•  •• 


im 


136  From  Amul  S.  over  undulating  country  well 
cultivated  with  rice.  Canals  numerous,  but  shal- 
low ;  and  fields  slightly  fenced.  The  track  fol- 
lows the  Haraz,  which  winds  through  a  gravelly 
Kd  ;  banks  high  and  well  wooded.  At  5  miles  passes  village  of  Alain  Sar  of  8  houses,  and 
*-ri,»*mi»  canal  by  stone  bridge  enters  heavy  forest  of  alder,  oak,  and  elm,  filling  valley  of 
llarix  sod  rising  to  4,00(1  or  5,000'  up  mountain  slopes.  New  road  up  valley  to  Dainavand 
and  'iihran  commences  at  this  point.  For  2  or  3  miles  in  forest  road,  deep  and  hea\y. 
M  7  miles  still  following  up  left  bank  of  the  Hardz,  due  S.  forest  thins,  and  road 
I  i^*mi  aver  firm,  green  turf.  Valley  open  with  fine  park  like  scenery.  At  13  miles  valley 
'  atn.ws  to  width  of  river  bed,  and  road  rises  on  hill  side  above  stream.  Thence  it 
«  iirmue*  for  6  miles  8.  along  bank  50  to  60'  above  stream,  hill  slopes  losing  their 
♦,.  «>vt'  covering  of  forest  and  becoming  more  precipitous  as  the  valley  rises.  At  19  miles 
ivirh  Haraz  road  side  station  with  house  belonging  to  the  Governor  of  district,  and  bath  built 
for  bis  use.  There  is  public  accommodation  in  shape  of  dark  caves  cut  in  an  old  gravel  bank  of 
n»rr.    No  supplies  procurable  save  barley. 

From  Haraz  new  road  follows  up  left  bank  of 
river  to  bridge  of  Lash,  built  in  old  style,  narrow 
and  with  high  pitch  (new  bridge  under  construc- 
tion), 6  miles.  Thence  up  ri&?ht  bank  to  junction 
«tf  Ktmarud  stream,  from  W.  74  miles,  and  to  junction  of  Hardarud,  a  stream,  -J-rd 
»u*»  of  Haraz,  flowing  from  Nur  country  W.,  11  miles.  At  12J  mile  reaches  Kalaband 
halting-place  for  caravans.  Accommodation  in  caves.  No  supplies.  Thence  following 
right  bank,  8„  at  14  miles  cross  small  tributary  stream,  the  Annawar,  by  new  bridge. 
At  16  miles  crosses  Haraz  by  Panjah  bridge,  village  of  that  name  of  60  houses  lying 
J  mile  distant  in  lateral  glen  to  right.  At  19  miles  over  bad  road,  narrow,  and 
■tnnro  with  boulders  passes  caves  of  Kiihrud  halting-place  for  caravans.  Village  of  100 
huoaea  lying  behind  hill  to  right  At  21 J  mile  passes  caves  of  Ahyoh  below  which  new 
bridge  is  being  built.  At  23  miles  crosses  to  right  bank  by  old  bridge  of  Baijan.  And  at  23  J 
milt?  reaches  Tillage  of  Baijan  of  20  houses.  No  sarai  and  accommodation.    Supplies  scanty . 

2*W*.— Valley  from  Haraz  narrow ;  slopes  precipitous,  rocky,  destitute  of  vegetation  after 
first  2  or  3  miles ;  summit  almost  inaccessible.  Bocks,  slates,  limestones,  and  black  and  white 
marble,  occasional  indications  of  coal,  with  limestone,  strata  below  and  clay  above,  trap  very 
frequent,  forming  entire  spurs,  ascent  2,700/ 


23| 


11. 


••• 


16 


174| 


From  Baijan  follow  valley  S.  Boad  good  for  1 
mile  to  narrow  gorge  and  old  bridge  of  Kalaband. 
At  1 J  mile  cross  left  bank  by  Pjil-i-Gilara  and 
continue  8.  At  2  miles  enters  defile  of  Malik- 
bridge,  60  or  70*  above  stream  and  bend  S.E.  At  3  miles  cross  to  right 
ta*k  and  clear  defile ;  road  unfinished,  cat  in  face  of  cliffs  overhanging  stream.  Thence  on 
A  E»  ts»  village  Wana,  6  miles.     Valley  more  open  but  enclosing  slopes,  precipitous.     At  7  J 


84 

Route  No.  9,7—coneld. 
Astrdbdd  to  Tihrdn  vi&  Sari  Amul,  and  Asi— conoid, 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DisTurci,  ur  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


miles  passes  village  Ghuradash,  high  above  right  bank.  Cross  by  wooden  bridge  to  that 
bank  and  bend  W.S.W.  Thence  following  windings  of  valley  over  good  road,  bending 
gradually  S.  At  12  miles  pass  village  of  Gaznak,  50  houses.  Thence  3  miles  with  stwp 
descent  to  Rahna,  large  village  on  spur  of  Damavand.     Supplies  ample. 


12.  Ah  • 


22 


I96h 


a 


From  Rahna  W.  over  good  road  passing  at  half 
a  mile,  village  Ask  on  bank  of  stream,  1,<*«> 
below.  Thence  bends  W.S.W.,  and  ascend  pood 
road  cut  in  face  of  steep,  slope,  volcanic  debris 
to  3  J  miles ;  ascent  1,20c. 
Thence  descend  W.  over  good  road  to  the  Haraz,  7  miles.  Cross  river  by  good  stone  bridge, 
and  at  7£  mile  reach  stone  Rubat,  at  junction  of  Lar  stream  from  W.  Thence  following  lat- 
eral glen  S.S.E.,  at  10}  mile  reach  small  stone  Rubat ;  road  stony  and  narrow ;  ascent  stead  v. 
but  easy.  At  11  miles  bends  S.  and  continue  ascending  through  rough  glens  about  S.E.  to  13 
miles.  Thence  over  plateau  to  Imamzadah-Hashim,  and  Rubat  at  14  miles.  Thence  descend 
good  road  bonding  to  town  Damavand.  At  15}  mile  leave  road  and  follow  track  bearing  W. 
over  small  plateau  and  through  rough  glens  gradually  descending  and  following  small  stream 
to  village  Ah,  22  miles.    Large  village.     Ample  supplies. 


13.  Tiiiban 


41 


237  J 


From  Ah  follow  glen  of  Riidhind,  S.  W.  At  3 
miles  pass  that  village  of  right  and  cross  low 
ridges  into  Bumhind  glen.  At  4  miles  strike  main 
road  and  turn  W.  At  6  miles  reach  Bumhind. 
Thence  to  Tihran,  35  miles. 


*  Possibly  this  ia  meant  for  All 

BADARASKAN. 

Lat  35°  19';  Long.  69°  58'. 

A  large  village  in  Khurasan,  or  more  exactly  in  the  district  of  Turshiz. 
It  contains  about  2,000  people,  and  can  furnish  a  fair  amount  of  supplies. 
The  water  is  excellent.     It  possesses  neither  caravanserai  nor  bazar. 


Route  No.  28. 

BaDARASKAN   TO  CilANAR. 


Authority. — Gill. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


1.  BiJWAT 


DUTAVCB,  XV  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


19» 


19J 


Description,  Ac. 


There  are  two  routes.  That  usually  followed 
is  the  W.  road,  and  is  probably  the  shorter, 
but  not  much  ;  it  passes  by  Bijwat.  At  first 
gradually  ascending  over    the  plain  of   Badax 


35 


Route  No.  28 — eonld. 
Badaraskan  to  Chandr —  contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place; 


DtfTAffCB,  UK   MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


A»kan,  then  a  more  steep  ascent  in  a  valley  between  mountains.     Bijwat  affords  plenty   of 
supplies  between  and  good  water. 


X.  CHASiB 


9J 


28f 


For  the  first  3}  miles  ascending  a  valley  between 
mountains,  road  rather  steep  in  places,  then  joins 
the  road  from  Sir. 


Route  No.  29. 

Badaraskan  to  Sabzawar. 


Authority. — Gill. 


State  or  halting  place. 


1.  BiJWAT 

2.  Sabib  (Sxhbeh  ?) 

3.  Mw 

4.  AliabId 

5.  Sabzawar 


DllTAKCX,  IF  H1LIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


19£ 

71 
15} 

20 

23 


Total. 


™i 


27 

42} 
62} 
85} 


Description,  Ac. 


> 


Captain  Gill  derived  this  information  from 
Native  sources. 


Route  No.  30. 

Badaraskan  to  SultInXbId  (TtfRSHfz). 
iitfoTtVy.— Gill  (from  Native  sources). 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


1  KhalIlIbIo 


1  SrUAKABXD 


DlSTAJfCB.  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


20 


12 


Total. 


20 


32 


Description,  Ac. 


Khalflabad,  5  farsakhs,  over  the  well  cultivated 
and  populated  plain  of  Tiirshiz,  a  village  here 
with  300  houses.    Plenty  of  water  and  supplies. 

Snltanabad,  3  farsakh*,  a  large  town  with 
abundance  of  everything. 


36 

bahrAmAbAd. 

Lat.  30°  17';  Long.  66°. 

A  village  75  mfle9  from  Karman  on  the  Yazd  road.  It  is  a  very  rising  plow 
with  at  least  1,000  well-built  houses  besides  the  caravanserai.  It  stand- 
in  an  oasis  about  7  miles  in  diameter  and  well  supplied  with  water.  From 
it  a  road  branches  off  to  Bandar  Abbas,  via  Saidabad. 


Route  No.  31. 

BaheXmabXd  to  SaidXbXd. 


Authority. — Gill. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DuTANCIf  XV  MILKI. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


From  the  description  of  a  Camel-Driver. 
Thb  Easterly  Route. 

This  is  the  shorter  route,  but    the  other  seems  to  be  preferred  as  being  more  in- 
habited. 


1.  ChAh-Kiiurma    or 
Cjiah-Kalisah 


2.  C  H  A  8  n  M  A  H-I- 

Shubab. 
3.  KuXnX.GusO 


4.  ZaidabId 


6.  Saidabad 


18 

18 

6 

24 

12 

36 

12 

48 

12 

60 

Ch4h-Khurma,  also  known  as  Cmlh-KaHsali, 
6  farsakhs.  3  farsakhs  over  the  plain,  tlu»n 
enter  the  mountains  and  ascend  with  mountaius 
on  both  sides.    No  habitations. 

Chashmah-i-Shur&b,  2  farsakhs  over  a  plain. 
No  habitations. 

4  farsakhs — first  2  farsakhs  over  mountain*, 
the  last  2  farsakhs  over  a  plain.  Here  is  a 
village  with  sweet  water  from  kandts. 

4  farsakhs  over  a  plain.    There  is  a  village 
here. 

4  farsakhs  over  a  plain. 


1.  Oraf 


2.  God-i-Ahmab     ... 


3.  Paeiz 


4.  Saidabad 


15 


12 


18 


21 


Thb  Westerly  Routb. 

15  [     6  farsakhs  over  a  plain.    Village  and  car*. 
vanseraL 


27 


45 


66 


God-i-Ahmar,  4  farsakhs  over  level  ground, 
Village  and  caravanserai. 

6  farsakhs  the  road  crosses  the  Godar-i- 
Surakh.  This  Godar  is  sometimes  impassable 
in  the  winter.  At  Patiz  there  is  a  village  and 
caravanserai. 

7  farsakhs  over  a  plain  all  the  way. 


A\B.— The  romvof  dit4a»c*  bctmeeu   UahrAmahid    »»<!   SnitUtiad   it  more  than    OOmilea.    The  far»,tl\   ta 
naaallj  nearer  « muea  than  3  In  this  part  of  Um  world.    Eightj  mil<M  would  he  probably  nearer  the  nark  than  «>. 


87 
BAM. 

Lat.  29°  10';  Long.  58°  2C. 

A  town  140  miles  S.E.  of  Karman.  It  is  situated  on  a  large  and  some- 
what elevated  plain  between  a  range  of  snow-capped  mountains  at  a 
considerable  distance  to  the  S.  and  low,  rocky  hills  a  few  miles  off  to  the 
N.  The  old  city,  now  the  fort,  is  a  mass  of  ruins,  but  the  walls  are  in  a 
good  state  of  preservation,  and  the  citadel,  with  its  lofty,  white  tower,  is  a 
picturesque  object.  Pottinger  observes  that  until  the  expulsion  of  the 
Afghans,  this  was  held  to  be  the  frontier  town  of  Persia  on  the  S.E. 
The  modern  town  is  built  independently  of  the  fortifications.  The  numt>er 
of  the  houses  may  be  estimated  at  2,500,  and  that  of  the  inhabitants  at 
10,000.  Not  one-twentieth  part  live  within  the  walls,  none  being  allowed 
there  but  the  garrison,  their  families,  and  a  few  shopkeepers.  There  is  one 
gate  which  leads  by  the  main  street  and  bazar  near  to  the  citadel,  and  there 
are  two  other  means  of  ingress  and  egress.  There  is  a  large  irregular  ditch 
outside,  in  conformity  with  the  quadrangle,  of  which  the  extent  is  perhaps  500 
yards  for  each  face.  The  citadel  appears  to  be  partially  built  on  natural  rock, 
and  is  provided  with  a  well  of  drinking  water.  The  usual  garrison  is  two  com- 
panies of  infantry  and  a  few  artillerymen.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  cultiva- 
tion and  many  gardens  round  Bam,  and  provisions  of  all  kinds  are  abundant. 
The  inhabitants  are  in  no  way  behind  those  of  other  large  towns  in  Persia 
in  intelligence.  Many  trade  and  travel  on  the  Indian  road,  but  mostly  via 
Bandar  Abbas. 


Route  No    32. 
Bam  to  Bamp(jr. 


Authority. — Golds  mid. 


Stag*  or  baiting  place. 


Dl0TA9CB.IV  KILIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


L  AllabIbId 


20 


20 


General  direction  E.  by  S.  Our  course  amidst 
scattered  ruins,  over  an  open  plain,  hard  and 
gravelly,  occasionally  salt  ground,  with  tamarisk 
jungle. 

At  3  miles,  Burawar,  a  net  of  date  plantations,  and  small  villagas  on  either  side  of  the  road. 
i**t  3  miles  E.S.E.     Passed  Gurgund  at  about  10  miles  to  S.S.W.,  and  5  miles  further, 
Kruk  to  8.     Range  of  small  irregular  hills  on  left,  and  prolonged  higher  range  on  far  right. 
Alkhibld  is  a  kind  of  fort  with  court  and  out-buildings  full  of  poor  cultivators.    Culti- 
vation sparse.    Water  abundant. 

3.  NiHiMiaiD 


16 


36 


General  direction  E.  For  the  first  mile  and 
a  half  E.£.E.,  then  turn  up  a  broad  nullah, 
orer  which  looks  the  fort  of  Jamali,  and 
proceed  for  6  miles  N.N.E.  and  N.E.  to  Aziz- 
fthfld ;  thence  about  8}  miles  to  Nahimabad,  E.S.E.  and  E.  Arjuman  is  described  as 
a  village  to  the  S.W.  From  Azfzab&d  there  is  much  jungle  and  cultivation,  and  water  is 
abundant.  The  Jamali  nullah  has  a  broad  bed,  thickly  covered  with  high  spear-grass.  The 
hill  of  Basmin  forms  a  striking  object  in  the  distance  about  E.S.E.  Artillery  horses  kept 
at  Attiabad  owing  to  plentiful  forage.    Country  studded  with  forts  and  farms. 

Xahimafrad  is  quite  a  populous  village,  but  the  space  within  the  walls  k  insuflSoient. 


S8 


Route  No.   32 — contd. 
Bam  to  Bampur — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlRAlfCB,  US  MILIB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  4c 


3.  RioXn 


•  •• 


26 


62 


General  direction  for  7  miles  E.S.E.,  then  llJ 
miles  S.E.  by  E. 

About  7  miles  Burj-i-Mahaz  and  date  trees  n<ar 
water  with  a  ruin  on  a  hillock.  Up  to  thi« 
point,  tamarisk  and  hohr  jangle.  Afterwards  descends  to  a  vast  open  plain,  hard  and  gravelly, 
with  wild  and  widely-scattered  vegetation. 

No  water  for  about  9  miles,  when  soil  becomes  more  sandy  and  prolific  of  wild  products,  ami 
the  ground  less  level.  Rigan  is  quite  a  small  village,  and,  owing  to  the  low  jungle,  is  quit* 
imperceptible  till  approached  closely.  A  Persian  detachment  of  infantry  and  guns  is 
located  here. 


4.  Ab-i-gabm 


21 


83 


General  direction  S.S.E.  and  S.  by  E. 
After  about  7  miles  the  jungle  ceases,  and  road 
becomes  stony.  At  10  miles  farther  ent4»r  th* 
hills.  Another  4  miles  brings  us  to  the  h<>t 
springs  which  give  a  name  to  this  halting-place.  They  are  indicated  by  clouds  of  snmki- 
above  the  long  grass  with  which  the  waters  are  choked.  No  village  or  house  of  any  kind  \\**u\ 
and  but  few  traces  of  inhabitauts.  The  rise  is  very  slight  on  leaving  the  plain  country.  Tl. 
halting-place  is  shut  in  by  low,  black  burnt-looking  rocks.  Drinking-water  procurable  frum 
hot  spi  ings.  It  is  not  tepid,  but  actually  warm,  almost  hot  ;  and  when  cooled,  is  sweet  ami 
drinkable. 


6.  SAlF-UD-DfN 


21 


104 


10  miles  E.S.E.  and  S.E.,  then  E.  by  S. 
Very  stony  for  the  most  part,  with  occasions! 
'  green  and  grassy  plots  between  low,  black 
I  hills  ;  some  sharp  and  angular,  some  with  loin;, 
flat  tops.  At  13  miles  "  Chah-Kambar, "  where  we  were  to  have  halted,  but  we  moved  on  !• 
a  fine  grassy  plain  with  rain-water  and  covered  with  flocks  of  sheep  and  goats.  This  is  called 
Saif-ud-din,  and  the  "  Gudar,"  or  pass  of  that  name  opens  out  before  us. 

Occasional  ascents  and  descents  in  the  day's  march,  but  all  aro  comparatively  easy,  not 
withstanding  the  many  loose  stone**. 
A  few  settlements  of  shepherds  are  about,  but  the  want  of  population  is  undeniable. 


6.  Giban  Bio  Rive* 


22 


126 


General  direction  S.S.E. 

Road  generally  very  stony.  Follow  the  b:\*< 
of  the  hills  in  a  N.E.  direction  for  a  short  di> 
tance,  and  turn  S.E.  into  the  pass.  Assent  frou 
plain  not  more  than  700\  but  steep  enough  to  cause  us  to  dismount.  The  black  rc<-ks  ar< 
gloomy,  but  picturesque.  Here,  regulated  by  the  watershed,  is  the  boundary  pf  Narmashir 
and  commencement  of  the  Bampur  district.  The  descent  to  the  next  plain  is  short  an. 
easy.  Move  across  it  in  an  amphitheatre  of  low  hills  for  about  7  miles,  and  agati 
reach  rugged  and  stony  ground.  To  the  S.S.W.  aro  some  curiously-shaped  rook* 
one  specially  called  "  Mil-i-Farhad."  Cross  and  re-cross  the  Gi ran  Rig  river,  encampi<n 
finally  on  its  E.  side  and  K.S.E.  of  the  hill  known  as  "  Takht-i-Nadir."  lir\m«w 
Btony,  but  many  patches  of  sand  and  gravel  with  tamarisk  jungle  and  much  desert  vegi-ta 
tion.  Water  here  and  there  in  the  bed  of  M  Rudkhana,"  which  is  rather  a  mountain  tonvu 
than  a  river.    No  sign  of  habitation. 


7.  GlBAN  Rfo  Rivke 


20 


146 


General  direction  S. 

At  first  follow  the  course  of  the  Rudkhana  ove 
stony  and  di  Hi  cult  road,  the  track  being   some 
times  quite   lost.     At  5   miles  2  streams   nu  r 
it  from  E.  or  N.E.,  but  we  turn  or  rather  keep  to  the  S.S.E.    At  12  miles,  after  some  rougl 


39 


Route  No.  32 — concld. 
Bam  to  Bampur — concld. 


Stafe  or  halting  place. 


Description,  Ac. 


marching,  "  Sir  Naran,"  a  halting-place  with  fresh-looking  streams  falling  over  huge  flat 
»t<>n«s.  Water  slightly  brackish.  Many  shepherds  and  flocks  encamp  in  a  kind  of  rocky 
m.v5*s  like  the  bed  of  a  torrent,  fall  of  tamarisk. 


8.  Lad! 


27 


173 


General  direction  S.S.E.  After  10  miles, 
pas  sine:  Chori  Bazun,  reach  the  Kudkhana 
of  Khusrin.  Another  9  miles,  Kudkhana  Z61 
and  a  single  ber-tree.  Another  8  miles,  the 
tamarisks  of  Ladi.  Road  at  first  very  stony,  but  improves  at  Khusrin,  where  we  emerge 
from  the  hills  into  a  more  open  country.  On  leaving  Khusrin  come  upon  a  large,  high, 
fttony  plain,  which  slopes  gradually  downwards,  and  improves  as  it  becomes  lower, — vegeta- 
tion beintr  less  sparse  and  more  healthy.  Ladf  is  quite  a  forest  of  tamarisk  and  thorn  trees. 
ll&d  nome  trouble  in  finding  rain-water.  Flocks  numerous  and  good  grazing  ground  for 
camels. 


9.  Kalaxzao 


••• 


14 


185 


General  direction  S.S.E.  To-day's  encamp- 
ment among  tamarisk  trees  and  on  sandy 
soil.  There  is  no  want  of  grazing  for  herds 
and  flocks. 


10.  ChIh-Sht^b, 
Chah-i-Jalal. 


or 


22 


207 


General  direction  E.  There  is  no  well  at  Chah- 
Shur  now,  so  we  moved  on  about  a  mile  farther, 
and  halted  at  one  indicated  by  the  guide.  The 
water,  however,  was  so  putrid,  that  we  could 
iK<t  drink  it.  Better  was  shortly  found  in  the  vicinity.  Jungle  not  so  thick  as  before,  and 
*  »il  more  sandy.    No  pools  of  rain  water  visible,  as  at  Ladi  and  Kalanzao. 


11.  KticH  Gakdax. 


25 


232 


General  direction  E.S.E.  For  3  miles 
our  route  was  observed  to  be  E.N.E.  We 
lost  our  path,  and  the  guide,  instead  of 
seeking  to  regain  it,  started  off  to  find  another 
f«d ;  and  after  some  7  miles  we  reached  it,  and  at  4  miles  farther,  a  well ;  but  we  passed 
aUo  two  or  three  at  intervals.  Another  14  miles  bring  us  to  our  halting- place  among 
fine,  large  tamarisks  near  a  river  which,  if  not  the  Bampur  river  of  the  map,  is  a 
branch  of  it. 

Roads  heavy.  The  country  is  still  the  same  vast  plain  between  mountains.  The  ranges 
t*>theN.  are  probably  150  miles  distant  from  those  to  the  S.,  and  beyond  the  latter  is 
Kakrmn,  entered  only  at  certain  passes  all  difficult. 


UBixrtm 


16 


248 


General  direction  E.  by  N.  Crossing  the 
Bampur  nullah  on  the  way,  proceeded  about 
7  miles  to  Kaniraabad,  a  Baluch  village  with 
farm,  fort,  the  inhabitants   of  which  look  wild 

and  wretched. 

The  town  of  Bampur,  independently  of  its  Persian  garrison,  may  contain  from  400  to  500 
Houses,  which  are  little  better  than  Baluch  huts.  The  fort  is  a  conspicuous  object,  built  on  a 
long,  irregular,  low  mound.  The  higher  or  S.  side  boasts  the  citadel  from  which  the 
wall  runs  down  in  an  irregular  line  from  N.  to  S. 

Provisions  appear  good  and  abundant ;  and  water  is  procurable  from  the  neighbouring 
Btdkh. 

There  k  much  cultivation  about  Bampur  itself  and  at  Kasimabad. 


from  Ladi  to  Bampur  the  road  ia  alio  described  in  Bonte  No.  38. 
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Route  No.  33. 
Bam  to  Bamp<jb. 


Authority. — St.  John. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlRAWGl,    IK  MILKS. 


1.  Jaicali 


Description,  &c. 


22} 


22} 


Road  passes  through  sandstone  hills,  and  at  1 
miles  descends  an  abrupt  scarp  to  a  gravrlk 
desert,  over  which  it  continues  to  16 \  niiir* 
along  a  watercourse.  It  then  skirt*  a  swamp  f--r 
4  miles,  after  which  there  are  2  miles  more  of  desert.  It  then  crosses  river  and  enters  JamaiL 
Here  is  a  small  village  among  several  others  on  the  S.  bank  of  the  river  running  through 
deep  ravine.     Water  good.    Supplies  of  all  sorts. 


2.  B6hj-i-Agha-Ma- 

HAMAD. 


3.  RfGAN 


••• 


17 


16 


Water   good  from  watercourses. 


39} 


65} 


Road  good,  through  alternate  cultivation  an- 1 
jungle.  Walled  village.  Water  good  from 
watercourses. 


4.  Konabnai  River 


16 


Supplies  of    all  sorts  plentiful.    Good    road 
through  alternate  cultivation  and  jungle.     Ki- 
gan    is    the    last  village    in    N  annas  hir,    and 
has  a  small   mud  fort.     Inhabitants    Persian*. 
Supplies  of  all  sorts  plentiful. 

71} 


Two  miles  through  acacia  jungle,  and  culti- 
vation ;  14  miles  across  stony  plain.  When  th«»re 
is  water  in  the  Konarnai,  its  banks  are  the 
best  halting-places.    Ab-i-Garra,  the  usual  sta_:  \ 

is  4}  miles  beyond.     The  road  between  it  and  the  river  is  infested  by  sandflies  mosquito,-.. 

and  gadflies.    At  Konarnai  river  water  good  from  river.    Supplies  of  fuel  and  for.*^* 

only. 

1     Road   good  through  ji  marshy   torrent    h-d. 

passing   at    4j    mile*   Ab-i-Garm.     Water   f.iir 

|  from  a  well.     Fuel  and    forage  only  to  be   hal. 

,  but  sheep  are  sometimes  to  be  got  from  nom.nU. 


6.  Chah  Kambab 


6.  GfftlNBfo 


HJ 


23 


86J 


109J  j     The  road  ascends  a  dry  torrent  bed,   and   th-n 
mounts  by  the  Saif-ud-din  pass  to  a  plain  some- 
times inundated,   called    Dagh-i-Farhad.     L«m\- 
ing  this,  it  crosses  a  short  pass.     Last  3    niih->» 
bad  down  torrent.    Water  scanty  from  spring.    Fuel  and  forage. 


7.  GwiN-I-TALAB 

Kuixt. 


8.  KstoBfir 


15 


15 


124* 


Road  very  bad  and  stony,   barely  passable  for 
guns.     Water  scanty  from  spring.     Fuel     and 
i  forage  scauty. 


139 1  I  Road  lies  through  ravines  among  low  hflls  of 
1  trap  and  trachyte ;  passable  for  guns  with  a 
|  little  difficulty.  Garambigah,  a  halting- pi :i>v 
j  with  water,   passed  at   the   10th    mile.     Wat*»r 

good  from  springs.     Fuel  and  forage  only  procurable.     Camping  ground  of  Khusrin,  in  bod 

of  torrent,  by  the  aide  of  a  stream  choked  with  long  grass. 


9.  Lad£ 


16 


155* 


Road  crosses  stony  plain,  entering  jungle  1 
mile  before  reaching  Ladi.  Water  good  from 
wells.  Sheep  obtainable  from  nomad  Baluchi*. 
Haiti ng-t>lace  in  thick  jungle,  at  a  well  uf 
slightly  brackish  water. 


41 

Routb  No.  38 — contil. 
Bam  to  Bampur—oontd. 


Blag*  or  hatting  place. 


DivtkMcm,  nr  nui, 


Intense* 
diata. 


Total. 


Description,  4c. 


MX  Kiuiirzlo 


1L  CfiiH-SHtB 


•»• 

12 

167* 

•  «  • 

25} 

193} 

Road  good  through  sparse  jungle  on  sandy 
plain.  Water  good  from  wells.  Fuel  and 
forage  only.    No  village. 


Good  road  for  three  miles  through  jungle, 
then  20  miles  across  desert,  last  3  miles  through 
sparse  forest.  Water  had  from  wells.  Fuel 
and  forage  only.  Chah-Shur,  as  the  name 
denotes,  is  a  collection  of  wells  of  brackish  water  scattered  over  a  considerable  area.  A  large 
party  should  send  on  men  in  advance  to  find  the  best  well  and  clear  it  out. 


12.  KCCHOAEDA.2C 


21 


214} 


with  a  little  cultivation 

vulnme.  compared  to  its  tise  at  Bampur. 


Road    good,  through   scattered    jungle    and 

narrow  plains.   Water  good  from   Bampur  river. 

Fuel  and  forage  plentiful.    A   little  wheat  and 

barley  obtainable.     Kuchgardan,  a  small  village 

irrigated  by  a  channel  from  the  river,  which  is  much  diminished  in 


13.  BjlmpCje 


16} 


230} 


Road  good  through  forest. 

N.B. — The  Saif-ud-dfn  pass  between  the 
Konarnai  river  and  Chah  Kambar  marks  the 
frontier  of  Persian  Baluchistan. 


The  latter  part  of  this  route,  f  .#.»  from  Ladi  is  also  described  in  Route  No.  33. 


Route  No.  34. 
Bam  to  Bandar  Abbas. 


Authority. — Golds  kid. 


Staft  «r  aaftiag  place. 


Dutjjtcz,  XVMILM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  MaskX* 


36 


36 


First  24  miles  W.  by  N.,  across  plain  of 
Bam,  passing  at  0  miles,  Behdiriin  ;  neither  water 
nor  firewood  in  this  part.  Beyond  this  there  is 
an  easy  accent  to  6,400'.  Here  a  road  joins 
m  from  Karman.  Road  then  leads  for  2  miles  in  bed  of  a  watercourse,  rough  and  stony  ; 
the  narrow  valley  bears  traces  of  summer  cultivation.  Near  the  head  of  it  is  the  caravunsarai 
IMi  Rakri.  Thence  there  is  a  steep  and  slippery  ascent  of  1  mile  to  the  summit  of  the 
Ifeh  Bakri  pa*s  (7,800').  Descending  thence,  the  caravansarai  of  Maakan,  situated  in  a  hollow 
(7*$U ),  U  reached  2  miles  beyond. 

Road  passes  over  steep  and  desolate  hills  into 
the  open  plain  of  Sakhtdur  with  the  Rudkhana 
flowing  through  it.  It  then  passes  through  a 
winding  valley  to  the  summit  of  the  (indar-i- 
Sakhtdar,  15  miles  from  Mask  an,  whence  there  is  a  difficult  descent.  The  road  then  follows 
the  course  of  a  mountain  torrent  to  the  mouth  of  the   pass,  after  which  there   is  continuous 


t.  DicLaxiaaD 


36 


72 


42 


Routi  No.  34— 6»nAI. 
Baf*  to  Bandar  Abbd* — contd. 


Stage  or  halting    place. 


BiBTAirci,  nrxiLsa. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ao. 


descent  for  10  miles  down  the  barren  slope  of  the  mountain  range  to  Daulatfb&d,  passings* 
route  the  village  of  Dasht-i-Khushk,  which  marks  the  limit  of  cultivation  on  this  side  of 
Deh  Bakri. 


3.  Do&aJti 


17 


89 


The  route  from  here  lay  over  a  fertile  plain. 
At  11th  mile  we  passed  a  solitary  hill  rising  ab- 
ruptly from  the  level  of  the  plain,  called  Khar- 
pusht  (or  the  Porcupines),  whence  we  got  a  view 

of  the  snow-capped  Ahmadi  Mountain,  rearing  its  head  to  the  S.W.    We  passed  occasional 

patches  of  cultivation,  with  clusters  of  leaf -built  huts. 


4.  SohbIn 


6.  KhIku 


21 


16 


110 


126 


Road  over  the  same  plain.  At  17th  mile  paw* 
the  river  Halil,  the  banks  of  which  are  thickly 
fringed  with    tamarisk.    Sohran   is  a  village. 


Road  over  the  same  plain,  which  presents  no 
features  worth  noting.  The  climate  in  January 
was  most  enjoyable,  and  the  supply  of  water 
excellent  and  abundant.    Faraway  to  the   S.K., 

lay  the  plain  stretching  to  Bampur.    Kh&nu  is  a  town  with  a  ruined  fort,  and  about  l,U0O 

families,  all  slaves  of  the  Governor. 


6.  IspfD 


7.  B<n>       KffXiri-i- 
DtrzDi. 


12 


22 


138 


160 


The  road  passes  to  the  left  of  the  Devan-i-Munid 
Hills.    Ispid  is  a  village. 


Road  passes  through  a  valley  between  the  Kuh 
Garuk  Rangoon  the  left  and  the  Devan-i-Murnd 
on  the  right.  This  valley  expands  towards  Kud- 
khana-i-l)uzdi.  This  village,  consisting  of  about 
600  mud  huts,  lies  in  an  amphitheatre  bounded  by  hills,  and  is  surrounded  by  thick  date 
plantations.  The  alternative  road,  from  Bam  or  Jiruft,  passes  by  the  right  of  the  Devan-i- 
Murad.  Encamp  on  the  N.  side  of  the  Duzdi  river.  There  is  a  ruined  tort  here,  mounting" 
one  rusty  gun.  It  is  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  surrounded  by  the  remains  of  a  deep  ditch. 
The  bed  of  the  river  is  here  some  200  yards  wide,  with,  in  winter,  a  shallow  stream  or  water 
running  rapidly  E. 

8.  FaxiXb 


23 


183 


Road  passes  at  7  miles  a  small  rain-water  tank 
of  great  antiquity.  At  11  miles  the  small  river, 
known  as  the  Kudkhana-i-Ghiskhan,  socallod 
from  the  poisonous  shrub  (oleander)  which 
fringes  its  banks.  At  16  miles  reaches  the  head  of  the  Gudar-i-Shuturan,  the  road  up  to  this 
having  been  over  a  high,  undulating  plateau  clothed  with  the  usual  low  brushwood.  The 
descent  of  the  pass  is  very  steep  and  difficult.  On  reaching  its  foot,  the  road  turns  sharply 
into  the  bed  of  a  watercourse  traversing  the  base  of  the  hill*.  The  camping  ground  at  Fanab 
is  unusually  good,  dry,  and  lofty,  with  excellent  water  aud  abundant  firewood,  and  shaded  by 
fine  Jambul  trees. 


9.  Snlxutu 


19 


202 


Road  traverses  nlatean  at  foot  of  that  mentioned 
in  previous  march.  It  then  descends  to  a  water- 
course filled  with  a  considerable  amount  of  fiv*h 
water,  and  continues  in  it  for  7  miles,  until  it 
debouches  on  a  plain  by  an  opening  in  the  hills  known  as  the  end  of  the  Gudar-i-Naiirgiin. 
The  path,  which  is  very  narrow,  will,  in  some  cases,  only  just  permit  a  single  horseman  to  pa**. 
The  plain  the  road  now  traverses  is  hard  and  stony,  and  about  2  miles  wide.  The  hills  which 
bound  it  are  barrren.  This  is  a  favourite  camping  ground  of  th*  Iliats.  Its  surface  is  a  net  work 
of  watercourses.  Leaving  this  plain,  the  road  winds  in  and  out,  following  the  bed  of  a  water- 


48 


Route  No.  34 — eoneld. 
Bam  to  Bandar  Jbbds — concld. 


8t»ge  or  halting  plact. 


DiMAircz,  i*  MiLia. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUL 


Description,  Ac. 


lo.  Kala-i-Kazi 


roarse  for  4  mile*.  A  river  of  sweet  water  is  crossed  in  the  middle  of  the  village  of  Shahmf  I 
In  a  direct  line,  this  place  is  only  3  fanakh*  from  the  sea-coast  It  possesses  a  mud  fort 
on  a  bill,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  the  town  which  stands  at  the  head  of  a 
valley,  extending  to  Kala-i-Kazf.  The  village  or  town  of  Mi  nab  lies  to  the  S.W.,  about  8 
fanakks  from  Shahrafl,  and  2  from  the  sea.  Owing  to  constant  ascents  and  descents,  this 
march  is  very  fatiguing. 

20  222       Road  across  a  plain.  At  starting  winds  through 

reed  jungle  cut  up  with  numerous  deep  and 
broad  watercourses.  This  belt  extends  towards 
the  sea,  and  is  impassable  without  guides ;  the 
«i*v  and  usual  path  for  camels  runs  a  little  more  to  the  N.  From  Shah  mil  to  near  the  large 
t  ilfage  of  Takht,  the  country  is  thickly  wooded,  with  scattered  large  fields  of  wheat.  Near 
that  place,  are  extensive  date  plantations  known  by  the  name  of  Chastan.  The  ground 
here  is  extremely  marshy.  Takht  is  the  most  populous  place  in  the  district,  and  a 
preat  store-houtte  for  grain.  Beyond  this  is  the  plain,  thickly  strewn  with  stones, 
which  are  trving  to  horses.  Low  brushwood,  camel  thorn,  and  mimosa  cover  the  ground. 
At  about  7  raifes  there  are  two  or  three  clear  streams  with  date  groves  lining  their  banks. 
Kala-i-KAzi  consists  of  a  series  of  very  extensive  date  plantations,  and  fields  of  wheat ; 
the  water  is  good,  though  rather  muddy,  and  is  entirely  obtained  from  wells,  called  by  the 
natiret  Ab-t-Bahmat. 


11.  Blod 


covered  with  brush wooc 


12 


234 


Road  leads  due  S.  over  rich  alluvial  soil,  and 
descends  to  the  Riidkhana-i-Shur,  a  broad 
river  of  salt  water,  which  it  crosses.  Beyond 
that  it  continues  over  a  sandy  plain,  thickly 
,  camel  thorn,  and  oleander.  Bagu  is  a  humble  village  situated  under 
a  high  ledire  of  ground  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and  surrounded  by  extensive  date  planta- 
tions.   Camping  ground  is  very  sandy,  water  brackish,  and  firewood  scarce. 


11  Baxdax  AbbAb 


AbU*  by  the  N.  gate. 


14 


248 


Road  lies  over  a  sandy,  marshy  plain  covered 
with  low  brushwood  and  camel  thorn,  and  stud- 
ded here  and  there  with  date  plantations ;  last 
6  miles  it  is  parallel  to  the  sea.    Enter  Bandar 


Route  No.  35. 

Bam  to  Bandar  Abbas  vid  R6dkhana-i-D(jzdi. 
AiUhriiy. — Goldsmid. 


Dvtuicb,  nr  him. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


1.  MliffDASHT 

1 ' 'HM*  DKH HfcKBI 

3    ?AEHTD4B 

4.  PtCPAB  MAKAK  ... 

t.  KabixXbad 


24i 

21 

21 

171 
28 


24} 

4oJ 

m\ 

84 
112 


Description,  Ac. 


►  In  this  Touiofarsakhs  have  been  taken  as  equal 


to  3  J  miles. 


44 


Route  No.  85 — contd. 
Bam  to  Bandar  Abbas  viA  Rudkhana-i-D&zdi—QoniA. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Diutucce,  nr  hilss. 


6.  Asiab  GanoiabId 

7.  Khaku  Pan  jib  ... 

8.  KiLA  A8HEfBD    ... 

9.  R<JDKHANA-I- 

DtjZDI. 


Interme- 
diate. 


14 
24} 
21 
14 


Total. 


126 
150J 

17H 
18o| 


Deaeription,  Ac. 


r      In  this  route  farsakhs  have  been  taken 
f  equal  to  3J  miles. 


Thence  vid  Route  No.  34,  5  marches  or  88  miles.    Total  from  Bam  273£  miles. 


Route  No.  36. 

Bam  to  Bandar  AbbXs  by  KhXnIj  and  Ahvade. 
Authority. — Abbott. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Distawci,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


.«— ^. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  Fadva 


12 


12 


I  quitted  the  place  on  the  17th  Jan  nary  ; 
and,  passing  through  the  neighbouring  villagtM*€ 
Bagb-i-Khan,  was  soon  traversing  a  stony  plain 

i.      i  *    «tw  i  it,        '       ,    .,        .  ,  in  a  direction  w-  by   S.     At  the  2nd  mile  the 

hamlet  of  Bagh  Nu  occurred  ;  then  m  a  diiection  W.  by  N.  we  crossed,  at  4|  mile,  the 
Tehrud  stream,  at  a  bend  it  makes  from  the  southwards,  and  passed  the  hamlet  Hararan. '  A  t 
the  12th  mile  we  alighted  at  Fadva,  a  spot  at  which  two  hovels  in  ruins,  however,  were  th« 
only  structures,  and  in  these  we  deposited  ourselves  for  the  night,  having  brought  with  us 
provisions  and  provender  for  this  and  the  next  deserted  stage. 


2.  Sabai 


24 


36 


We  continued  our  way  over  this  stony  plain 
in  direction  S.W.,  towards  the  mountain*. 
A  sprinkling  of  bushes  of  the  wild  almond  ami 

a      ~~i       ua    ia*\.     m  th°ni,  and  of  a  trw  called  6e»nflA,  <^rre<l    a.^ 

we  advanced.     At  the  14th  mile  we  ascended  low  hills  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  and  at 

the  15th  mile  entered  a  valley.     At  the  16th  mile  we  descended  N.W.  by  W.  amongst  liilU 

clothed  with  scattered  trees  and  bushes  as   before  described.     At  tha  17th   mile   we   turned 

up  a  valley  leading  S.W.  by  S.     Continuing  southwards,  the  valley  expanded,  and  w<» 

passed  the  ruined  village  of  Oeh  Bakn,  12  farsahht  distant  to  the  W.   There  were   no 

inhabitants,  but  the  fields  around  were  under  cultivation.     Presently  afterwards   we  irot 

amongst  snow,  which  deepened  as  we  ascended  through  hills  still   clothed,   though   not 

densely,  with  trees  and  shrubs.    The  22nd  mile  led  us  to  the  extremity  of  the  vallev 

and  presently  afterwards  to  the  top  of  the  accent    The  path  then  lay  down  the  mountam 

side  through  a  wooded  country  to  a  small  rained  and  uninhabited  caravansarai.     The  distaneo 

travelled  this  day  was  about  24  miles.     The  caravansarai,  in  which  we  had  found  ahelter  i« 

situated  in  the  district  of  Alaskan  belonging  to  Jamal  Bariz.     Mountains  rising  range  bevoiui 

range,  many  of  great  height,  were  visible  to  the  W.  and  S.W, 

Descending  the  mountains  by  a  very  winding 
path  in  a  general  direction  S.W.  for  the  first  % 
miles.  Getting  out  of  the  snow  as  we  descend- 
ed, we  proceeded  by  a  pleasant  path,  winding 


3.  Sabjaz 


30 


66 


45 


Rout*  No.  86 — conid. 
Bam  to  Bandar  Abbas,  fyc— contd. 


fltagt  or  halting  place. 


DisTAirci,  nr  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


by  sitcht  risings  and  falls  through  a  charming  country  of  wooded  hill  and  dalo.  We  con- 
tinued the  descent ;  and  at  the  11th  mile  crossed  the  Rudkhana-i-Sakhtdar,  a  small  river  flow- 
ing to  the  N.W.  Subsequently,  the  path  led  over  low  hills  until  the  12th  mile,  when  we 
commenced  a  great  descent,  through  a  picturesque  country  of  mountains,  towards  the  plain  of 
Jiruft  by  a  difficult,  rough,  and  rocky  road.  This  fine  pass  is  known  as  the  Gudar  Mugat. 
The  hills  were  scantily  clothed  with  shrubs  and  the  tree  Kuhnar.  We  quitted  the  mountain 
paw  at  17}  mile,  and  entered  the  plain  of  Jiruft,  traversing  a  most  stony  tract,  southwards, 
by  a  descent  towards  the  Rudkhana  Shiir,  a  very  rapid  stream,  varying  at  that  time  from 
2u  to  30  paces  in  brendth,  but  flowing  through  a  much  wider,  deep,  and  rough  bed  in  a  direc- 
tion from  N.W.  to  S.E.  Its  waters,  notwithstanding  its  designation,  are  perfectly  fresh, 
and  its  aand  contains  some  sparkling  substance. 

Thence  we  continued  for  about  7  miles  over  the  same  kind  of  stony  waste  as  before. 
Night  overtook  us,  and  no  habitations  were  visible  on  the  plain  ;  but  falling  in  with 
some  Mats,  we  procured  a  guide,  who  conducted  us  to  some  reed  huts.  This  place  is  called 
Sarj*z — a  mere  collection  of  reed  huts,  occupied  by  the  tribes  from  Isfandakah  during 
winter. 


4>  Dosuki 


20 


86 


We  crossed  the  Hali-rud  at  about  1  \  mile  from 
Sarjaz.     The  stream  was  about  25  paces  across, 
less  deep  and   rapid   than  its    sister  stream  of 
yesterday,   but  flowing  through  a  still  wider  bed, 
X.W.  to  fc.R,  at  that  part. 

We  then  proceeded  through  a  tract  of  high  and  low  jungle,  with  which  the  plain  is  clothed 
at  thiii  part,  the  land  in  general  appearing  very  salt.  Shortly  afterwards,  we  passed  the 
Kudkhana  Shur,  flowing  in  a  diminished  stream,  from  much  of  its  water  having  been  taken 
off  for  irrigation.  Our  route  led  us  in  general  nearly  S.  and  S.  by  E.  from  Sarjaz,  and  we 
did  not  reach  Dosari  until  long  after  nightfall.  The  distance  is  called  6  or  7*  farsakhs.  I 
estimate  it  at  20  miles. 


5.  Deb  Pesh 


23 


109 


Our  route  from  Dosari  was  at  first  S.W.  by  a 
continuation  of  the  plain,  the  soil  of  which  is  sandy 
and  gravelly,  but  productive  under  the  effects  of 
a  fine  climate.  In  parts  it  is  very  salt.  The 
great.  At  14}  mile  we  reached  the  joint  stream  of  the  Hali-rud  and  Rudkhana  Shur, 
flowing  to  the  8.E-  It  is  about  60  paces  in  width,  and  here  we  entered  the  district  of  Rud- 
bar ;  BJ  miles  farther  brought  us  to  the  Persian  camp  at  Deh  Pesh. 


heat 


6.  Kills* 


we  were  going,  lies  a  li 

7.  RftDKHAtfaBfS    ... 


13 


122 


At  the  12th  mile  we  passed  near  the  ruined 
fort  of  this  name,  attached  to  which  are  extensive 
groves  of  palms  stretching  to  the  westward.    Here 
a  few  huts  were  seen,  but  the  new  fort,  to  which 
tie  S.  of  this  spot,  and  we  reached  it  at  the  13th  mile. 


28J 


150} 


We  quitted  Khanu  on  the  26th  January  by  a 
path  which  presently  led  us  through  jungle,  and 
brought  us  gradually  near  to  sterile  mountains 
forming  the  northern  boundary  of  this  vale, 
which  is  probably  6  or  7  miles  in  width,  flat,  and  more  or  less  covered  with  trees  and  bushes, 
between  which  grows  a  fine  carpet  of  turf ;  the  trees  are  mostly  of  a  species  of  acacia.  At 
the  lltb  mile  an*  some  wretched  huts.     This   valley   is  ill  supplied  with  water,  and    the 

ruple  aubtfot  with  difficulty  by  what  they  obtain  from  wells  12  or  15  yards  deep;  and  what 
Uated  was  bad  and  almost  putrid  in   flavour.    At  the   18th  mile  we  reached  the  northern 
extremity  of    low  hills,  interrupting  the   valley  in    a  direction   N.W.    and  S.E. ;  and, 


46 


Route  No.  86-~eo*cld. 
Bam  to  Bandar  Abbas,  fyc— -concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dutaitcb,  xv  muss. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  &«. 


passing  through  these,  entered  a  broad  plain,  the  mountains  receding  on  the  N.  to  a  dis- 
tance ;  the  country  to  the  S.  occupied  by  low  hills,  and  behind  these,  mountains,  which,  as 
we  advanced,  receding  farther  S„  increase  the  width  of  the  plain.  At  the  26th  mile, 
having  reached  a  clump  of  tall  palms,  we  ascended  by  the  bed  of  a  rivulet,  pawing  either 
extensive  plantations  of  the  same  tree  ;  and  finally  alighted  at  a  collection  of  14  poor  hut*,  at 
a  spot  called  Rudkhana  Bir.  The  people  and  date- groves  are  the  property  of  the  chief  of 
Rud  Rar.    The  distance  travelled  was  about  28£  miles. 


8.  Camp 


25 


175J 


On  the  27th  we  were  early  in  the  saddle,  and 
continued  along  the  plain,  which, for  a  few  mib**;. 
was  uneven  and  broken  into  ravines,  then  occur- 
red a  tract  of  fine  turf  with  a  sprinkling  of  the 
kunsr  and  kehur  trees.  Soon  after  quitting  Rudkhana  Bir  this  morning,  we  entered  the  dis- 
trict of  Rud  kin. 

At  9$  mile  we  reached   the  stream  called  Rudkhana    Duzdi,  flowing  S.,  very  shallow, 
and  only  15  yards  in  width.     Date  groves  extend  along  its  course. 

At  the  23rd  mile  we  alighted  to  await  our  baggage ;  and,   learning  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  reach  Ahmadi  that  day,  put  up  at  some  neighbouring  tents. 


9.  Ahmadi 


26 


201J 


After  leaving  our  quarters,  at  the  5th  mile,  wp 
descended  into  a  deep  gully  resembling  the  bed  of 
a  torrent,  and  followed  its  windings  by  a  very 
rough  find  difficult  path  with  a  gentle  ascent 
after  which  it  narrowed  considerably,  with  high  abrupt  sides  and  water  lying  in  little  pools  in 
the  bottom.  Towards  the  end  of  the  13th  mile,  after  a  most  difficult  route  amongst  the  rock* 
of  this  deep  gully,  we  reached  a  point  which,  leading  up  the  side  of  the  rock,  brought  us  imme- 
diately out  of  the  pass.  We  then  proceeded  through  a  rocky,  wild  country,  by  a  difficult,  stoop 
descent  dangerous  for  laden  cattle,  until  it  terminated  at  about  the  15th  mile.  We  then  pro- 
ceeded by  an  infamous  road  about  W.S.  W.,  down  a  valley  containing  trees  and  low  jungle  ; 
and  at  the  17th  mile  entered  a  small  plain  surrounded  by  rocks,  and  presently  crossed  at  right 
angles  the  high  road  leading  from  Kaiman  towards  Bandar  Abbas.  Parsing  thtough  low 
hills  and  across  a  broad,  stony  valley  through  which  flows  a  rill  of  water  southwards.  At  the 
20th  mile  we  ascended  and  then  crossed  another  stony  valley.  Presently  afterwards,  entering* 
a  narrow  pass  through  craggy  weather- worn  rocks,  we  turned  off  to  the  W.  through  low, 
rocky  hills,  and  soon  afterwards  proceeded  S.W.  by  S.  Thence  the  road  leads  into  a 
valley  partly  occupied  by  extensive  plantations  of  palms,  across  a  rivulet  and  over  an  intensely 
salt  tract  or  land  into  another  valley  of  palm  trees  and  jungle,  in  direction  W.  and  S.W. 
This  brought  us  into  a  more  open  country  ;  and,  descending  at  the  23rd  mile  into  one 
more  valley  of  date  trees,  we  proceeded  up  it  in  a  direction  varying  between  W.  by  S. 
and  due  W.  to  the  fort  of  Ahmadi,  which  we  reached  towards  the  end  of  the  2Gth 
mile. 

From  Ahmadi  to  Bandar  Abbas  it  is  four  stages,  namely — 

Tang-i-Zandan       ...  ...  ,..^\ 

Khushkiih  ...  ...  ...  [  In  all  about  27/arsahhs. 

Bar  Khun  ...         •       (      Vide  Routes  No*.  63. 188, 409. 

Bandar  Abbas        ...  ...  ...J 

The  old  traveller  Marco  Polo,  600  years  ago,  described  the  road  from  Kannftn  t© 
Hormuz,  near  Bandar  Abbas,  and  it  is  probably  that  which  is  now  usually  taken  by 
caravans. 


47 


Route  No.  37. 

Bam  to  KnJLvtf. 


Authority. — G  oldsmid. 


Stay«  or  halting  place. 


Dinaci,  iv  milis. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


1  AzfzlsiD 

2  Bcej-i-Mahaz  ... 

3  Rioiv 

4  KoKABffal 

5  Dbhihduiun     ... 

6  Mil-i-Faahad  ... 

7  Toouh 


9  Kohutajt 
9  BuaxXbap 
10  Kni** 


»•• 


»■• 


■ 

28 

28 

10* 

38) 

171 

66 

28 

84 

17J 

101* 

28 

128^ 

21 

150* 

28 

1781 

85 

21 3  J 

17* 

231 

This  toad,  though  much  longer  than  Routes 
Nos.  34  and  30,  has  perhaps  the  advantage  of 
avoiding  the  hills,  and  in  this  way  is  good  for 
Y  heavily  laden  camels.  The  original  route  is  in 
faraakk*,  which  have  been  taken  at  3  J  miles. 
For  an  account  of  the  first  four  stages  see 
Route  No.  32,  Bam  to  fiampdr. 


Route  No.  38. 

Bam  to  SistXn  (NasJ rabad)  . 


JwtAoritj. — G0LD8MID. 


Stage  m  haltiae;  place. 


DtSTAYCB,  IV  KIMS. 


Inferme. 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Kbui 


••• 


24 


24 


General  direction  S.S.E. 

The  road  to  Sistan  for  the  first  50  miles  traverses 
the  district  of  the  Narmashir,  famous  for  its  ex- 
cellent soil  and  abundant  water-supply.    Wheat, 
taunt,  rice,  and  indigo  are  met  with  in  abundance,  and  there  are  quantities  of  black  partridges 
wild  fowl  to  be  shot.    There  are  also  numbers  of  wild  pigs. 
Krmk* — One  of  the  larger  villages,  of  the  Narmashir  district. 


2.  Arfvlnln 


18 


42 


The  road  still  leads  through  the  Narmashir 
district. 
General  direction,  E.  by  N. 
The  principal  large  villages,  near  which  the  road 
.  •  are  Ntim£b&d  and  Fahraj.  The  latter  is  a  place  of  great  antiouitv.  It  is  now  a  vil- 
snrrounded  by  date  groves  with  a  population  of  about  2,000.  It  has  a  mud  fort  in 
rrlltut  preservation  and  in  a  commanding  position.  It  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  a 
Higgwh  river  said  to  rise  from  some  springs  near  Azfzab&d,  and  flowing  through  deep  banks 
y  to  Fahraj,  beyond  which  point  it  spreads  and  scatters  itself  in  small  streams  in  the  plain, 


E 


40 


Route  No.  33. 
Bam  to  Bamp(jr. 


Authority. — St.  John. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlKAJTCB,     1ST   MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Jamali 


22J 


22J 


Road  passes  through  sandstone  hills,  and  at  4 
miles  descends  an  abrupt  scarp  to  a  grave!  Iv 
desert,  over  which  it  continues  to  16J  iniles 
along  a  watercourse.     It  then  skirts  a  swamp  for 

4  miles,  after  which  there  are  2  miles  more  of  desert.    It  then  crosses  river  and  enters  Jamdii. 

Here  is  a  small  village  among  several  others  on  the  S.  bank  of  the  liver  running   through 

deep  ravine.    Water  good.    Supplies  of  all  sorts. 


2.  B6bj-i-AghX-Ma.- 

HAM1D. 


3.  Rials 


••• 


17 


16 


Water   good  from  watercourses. 

4.  KONABNAI  RlVKB 


39? 


65| 


Road  good,  through  alternate  cultivation  and 
jungle.  Walled  village.  Water  good  from 
watercourses. 


Supplies  of    all  sorts  plentiful.     Good    road 
through  alternate  cultivation   and  jungle,     Ri- 
gan   is    the    last  village    in    Narniaxhir,    and 
has  a  small   mud  fort.     Inhabitants    Persian?;. 
Supplies  of  all  sorts  plentiful. 


16 


71} 


Two  miles  through  acacia  jungle,  and  culti- 
vation ;  14  miles  across  stony  plain.  When  there 
is  water  in  the  Konarnai,  its  banks  are  the 
,  best  halting-places.  Ab-i-Garrn,  the  usual  sta^s 
w  4}  miles  beyond.  The  road  between  it  and  the  river  is  infested  by  sandflies,  mosquiti ■<••., 
and  gadflies.  At  Konarnai  river  water  good  from  river.  Supplies  of  fuel  and  foru^e 
only. 


I 


6.  ChXhKambab 


6.  GfaXuBfo 


142 


23 


86J  |  Road  good  through  n  marshy  torrent  k-d, 
passing  at  4}  miles  Ab-i-Garni.  Water  fair 
from  a  well.  Fuel  and  forage  only  to  be  had, 
but  sheep  are  sometimes  to  be  got  from  nomads. 

109$ 


The  rosid  ascends  a  dry  torrent  bed,   and   then 
mounts  by  the  Saif-ud-dfn  pass  to  a  plain  some- 
times inundated,   called    Dagh-i-Farhad.     Lenv- 
I  ing  this,   it  crosses  a  short  pass.     Last  3    milon 
bad  down  torrent.    Water  scanty  from  spring.    Fuel  and  forage. 


7.  GwXn-i-Talab 
Khani. 


8.  KntiBBfir 


15 


15 


124J 


139} 


Road  very  bad  and  stony,  barely  passable  for 
guns.  Water  scanty  from  spring.  Fuel  and 
forage  scanty. 


Road  lies  through  ravines  among  low  hflls  of 
trap  and  trachyte ;  passable  for  guns  with  a 
little  difficulty.  Garambigah,  a  halting-pl:u>» 
with  water,  passed   at   the   10th   mile.     Wator 

good  from  springs.    Fuel  and  forage  only  procurable.     Camping  ground  of  Khusrfa,  in  bed 

of  torrent,  by  the  side  of  a  stream  choked  with  long  grass. 


9,  Lu>f 


16 


1551 


Road  crosses  stony  plain,  entering  jungle  1 
mile  before  reaching  Ladl.  Water  good  from 
wells.  Sheep  obtainable  from  nomad  Baluchi  s. 
Halting-place  in  thick  jungle,  at  a  well  of 
slightly  brackish  water. 


41 

Routb  No.  3$~-contil. 
Bam  to  Bampur — contd. 


Blag*  or  halting  place. 


DllTAVCS,  XV  MIXES. 


Intenne* 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


10.  EixurzXo 


••• 


1L  CuiH-Sutn 


12 


25} 


167* 


193* 


Road  good  through  sparse  jungle  on  sandy 
plain.  Water  good  from  wells.  Fuel  and 
forage  only.    No  village. 


Good  road  for  three  miles  through  jangle, 
then  20  miles  across  desert,  last  3  miles  through 
sparse  forest.  Water  bad  from  wells.  Fuel 
and  forage  only.  Chah-Shtir,  as  the  name 
denotes,  is  a  collection  of  wells  of  brackish  water  scattered  over  a  considerable  area.  A  large 
party  should  send  on  men  in  advance  to  find  the  best  well  and  clear  it  out* 


12.  KOCHOARDAN 


21 


214* 


with  a  little  cultivation 

volume,  compared  to  its  size  at  Bampur. 


Road    good,  through  scattered    jungle    and 

narrow  plains.   Water  good  from   Bampur  river. 

Fuel  and  forage  plentiful.    A   little  wheat  and 

barley  obtainable.     Kuchgardan,  a  small  village 

irrigated  by  a  channel  from  the  river,  which  is  much  diminished  in 


13.  BiMFtft 


161 


230} 


Road  good  through  forest. 

N.B. — The  Saif-ud-din  "pass  between  the 
Konarnai  river  and  Chah  Kambar  marks  the 
frontier  of  Persian  Baluchistan. 


The  latter  part  of  this  route,  i.e.,  from  Ladi  is  also  described  in  Eoute  No.  33. 


Route  No.  34. 
Bam  to  Bandar  Abbas. 


Authority. — Ooldskid. 


Stage  «r  malting  place. 


Dibtavcb,  nrxn.ES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Maskajt 


36 


36 


First  24  miles  TV*,  by  N.,  across  plain  of 
Bam,  passing  at  6  miles,  Behdi  run  ;  neither  water 
nor  firewood  in  this  part.  Beyond  this  there  is 
an  easy  ascent  to  0,400'.  Here  a  road  joins 
hi  from  Karman.  Road  then  leads  for  2  miles  in  bed  of  a  watercourse,  rough  and  stony  ; 
the  narrow  valley  bears  traces  of  summer  cultivation.  Near  the  head  of  it  is  the  caravansarai 
l>rh  Bakri.  Thence  there  is  a  steep  and  slippery  ascent  of  1  mile  to  the  summit  of  the 
l>eh  Bakri  pa**  (7,800').  Descending  thence,  the  caravansarai  of  Maskan,  situated  in  a  hollow 
(7«3n0')(  is  reached  2  miles  beyond. 

Road  passes  over  steep  and  desolate  hills  into 
the  open  plain  of  Sakhtd.ir  with  the  Rudkhana 
flowing  through  it.  It  then  passes  through  a 
winding  valley  to  the  summit  of  the  (iudnr-i- 
Sakbtdar,  15  miles  from  Maskan,  whence  there  is  a  difficult  descent.  The  road  then  follows 
the  coon*  of  a  mountain  torrent  to  the  mouth  of  the  pass,  after  which  there  is  continuous 


2.  DaplatIbad 


36 


72 


Bodtb  No.  54— co*td. 
Baik  to  Bandar  Abba* — contd. 


Stage  or  haltisjr    place. 


DiSTurcx,  XV  XILIB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  As. 


descent  for  10  miles  down  the  barren  slope  of  tbe  mountain  range  to  Daulat&bad,  passing  en 
route  the  village  of  Daaht-i-Khushk,  which  marks  the  limit  of  cultivation  on  this  side  of 
Deh  Bakri. 


3.  DosXbi 


17 


89 


The  route  from  here  lay  oyer  a  fertile  plain. 
At  11th  mile  we  passed  a  solitary  hill  rising  ah* 
rnptly  from  the  level  of  the  plain,  called  Khar- 
pusht  (or  the  Porcupines),  whence  we  got  a  view 

of  the  snow-capped  Ahmadi  Mountain,  rearing  its  head  to  the  S.W.    We  passed  occasional 

patches  of  cultivation,  with  clusters  of  leaf-built  huts. 


4.  SohsXh 


5.  RbAxv 


21 


16 


110 


126 


Road  over  the  same  plain.  At  17th  mile  passes 
the  river  Halil,  the  banks  of  which  are  thickly 
fringed  with    tamarisk.    Sohran   is  a  village. 


lay  the  plain  stretching  to  Bampur. 
families,  all  slaves  of  the  Governor. 


Road  over  the  same  plain,  which  presents  no 
features  worth  noting.    The  climate  in  January 
was  most  en joyable,  and  the  supply  of   water 
excellent  and  abundant.    Faraway  to  the  S.E., 
Khan  a  is  a  town  with  a  ruined  fort,  and  about  l,OU0 


6.  IspId 


7.  Rtjd       KeIwa-i 
Dtjzdi. 


12 


22 


138 


160 


The  road  passes  to  the  left  of  the  Devan-i-Mur&d 
Hills.    Ispid  is  a  village. 


Road  passes  through  a  valley  between  the  Kuh 
Garuk  Rangoon  the  left  and  the  Devan-i-Munid 
on  the  right.  This  valley  expands  towards  Rud- 
khana-i-Duzdi.  This  village,  consisting  of  about 
600  mud  huts,  lies  in  an  amphitheatre  bounded  by  hills,  and  is  surrounded  by  thick  date 
plantations.  The  alternative  road,  from  Bam  or  Jiruft,  passes  by  the  right  of  the  Devan-i- 
Murad.  Encamp  on  the  N.  side  of  the  Duzdi  river.  There  is  a  ruined  tort  here,  mounting 
one  rusty  gun.  It  is  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  surrounded  by  the  remains  of  a  deep  ditch. 
The  bed  of  the  river  is  here  some  200  yards  wide,  with,  in  winter,  a  shallow  stream  of  water 
running  rapidly  E. 

...  23  183       Road  passes  at  7  miles  a  small  rain-water  tank 

of  great  antiquity.  At  11  miles  the  small  river, 
known  as  the  Rudkhana-i-Ghiskhan,  so  called 
from  the  poisonous  shrub  (oleander)  which 
fringes  its  banks.  At  16  miles  reaches  the  head  of  the  Gudar-i-Shuturan,  the  road  up  to  this 
having  been  over  a  high,  undulating  plateau  clothed  with  the  usual  low  brash  wood.  The 
descent  of  the  pass  is  very  steep  and  difficult.  On  reaching  its  foot,  the  road  turns  sharply 
into  the  bed  of  a  watercourse  traversing  the  base  of  the  hills.  The  camping  ground  at  Fariab 
is  unusually  good,  dry,  and  lofty,  with  excellent  water  and  abundant  firewood,  and  shaded  by 
fine  J  am bul  trees. 

9.  ShIhmIl 


8.  FariXb 


19 


202 


Road  traverses  plateau  at  foot  of  that  mentioned 
in  previons  march.  It  then  descend*  to  a  water- 
course filled  with  a  considerable  amount  of  fn>h 
water,  and  continues  in  it  for  7  miles,  until  it 
debouches  on  a  plain  by  an  opening  in  the  hills  known  as  the  end  of  the  Gudar-i-Natiixun. 
The  path,  which  is  very  narrow,  will,  in  some  cases,  only  just  permit  a  single  horseman  rn  pi**. 
The  plain  the  road  now  traverses  is  hard  and  stony,  and  about  2  miles  wide.  The  hills  winch 
bound  it  are  barrmn.  This  is  a  favourite  camping  ground  of  Uw  Iliats.  Its  surface  is  a  not  work 
of  watercourses.  Leaving  this  plain,  the  road  winds  in  and  out,  following  the  bed  of  a  wat<  r- 


43 


Route  No.  34 — coneld. 
Bam  to  Bandar  JflfoiJ—concld. 


Stag*  or  halting  plaea. 


Distaitcz,  xv  xiua, 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac. 


eouja*  for  4  miles.  A  river  of  sweet  water  is  crossed  in  the  middle  of  the  village  of  Shihmfl 
In  •  direct  line,  this  place  is  only  3  farsakht  from  the  sea-coast  It  possesses  a  mud  fort 
on  a  hill,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  the  town  which  stands  at  the  head  of  a 
valley,  extending  to  Kala-i-Kazi.  The  village  or  town  of  Minab  lies  to  the  S.W.,  about  8 
farsakk*  from  Shin  rail,  and  2  from  the  sea.  Owing  to  constant  ascents  and  descents,  this 
march  is  very  fatiguing. 

lO.  Kala-i-Kazi     ... 


20 


222 


Road  across  a  plain.  At  starting  winds  through 
reed  junple  cut  up  with  numerous  deep  and 
broad  watercourses.  This  belt  extends  towards 
the  sea,  and  is  impassable  without  guides ;  the 
en*y  and  usual  path  for  camels  runs  a  little  more  to  the  N.  From  Shah  mil  to  near  the  large 
village  of  Takht,  the  country  is  thickly  wooded,  with  scattered  large  fields  of  wheat.  Near 
that  place,  are  extensive  date  plantations  known  by  the  name  of  Ch  as  tan.  The  ground 
here  is  extremely  marshy.  Takht  is  the  most  populous  place  in  the  district,  and  a 
great  «tore-houi«e  for  grain.  Beyond  this  is  the  plain,  thickly  strewn  with  stones, 
which  are  trving  to  horses.  Low  brash  wood,  camel  thorn,  and  mimosa  cover  the  ground. 
At  about  7  miles  there  are  two  or  three  clear  streams  with  date  groves  lining  their  banks. 
Kala-i-Kazi  consists  of  a  series  of  very  extensive  date  plantations,  and  fields  of  wheat ; 
the  water  is  good,  though  rather  muddy,  and  is  entirely  obtained  from  wells,  called  by  the 
natives  Ab-i-Bahmat. 


11.  file* 


covered  with  brnshwooc 


12 


234 


Road  leads  due  S.  over  rich  alluvial  soil,  and 
descends  to  the  Rudkhana-i-Shtir,  a  broad 
river  of  salt  water,  which  it  crosses.  Beyond 
that  it  continues  over  a  sandy  plain,  thickly 
,  camelthorn,  and  oleander.  Bagu  is  a  humble  village  situated  under 
a  bigh  ledge  of  ground  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and  surrounded  by  extensive  date  planta- 
t  ion*.    Camping  ground  is  very  sandy,  water  brackish,  and  firewood  scarce. 


12.  Bajtdas  Abbas 


Abba*  by  the  K.  gate. 


14 


248 


Road  lies  over  a  sandy,  marshy  plain  covered 
with  low  brushwood  and  camelthorn,  and  stud- 
ded here  and  there  with  date  plantations ;  last 
6  miles  it  is  parallel  to  the  sea.    Enter  Bandar 


Route  No.  35. 

Bam  to  Bandar  Abbas  via  R<jdkhana-i-D6zdi. 

Jlutioritjf. — GOLDSMID. 


Stag*  or  aaltiaf  place. 


1.  MtA5DA8HT 

2.  '  'CTJia  DXH  BlCRI 

3.  Sakhtpib 

4.  Ociiab  Mac  AC  ... 
6.  Kimivijiio 


24} 
4oJ 
66  J 
84 
112 


DntAves, 

DMIIB. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 


» In  this  roxi\ofar*akhs  have  been  taken  as  equal 
to  3  J  miles. 


hi 

Roijtb  No.  39 — cone! (I. 
Bampur  to  Bam — concld. 


Stage  or  haltiog  place. 


Distavcs,  1H    MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


10.    RiGAN 


16 


175  1     Water   good  from  watercourses.     Supplies    of 
all     sorts     plentiful.     14     miles    across    stony 
.  plain  ;  2  miles  through   acacia  jungle  and    cul- 
l  li vat  ion.     Kigan   is  the  first  village  in  NarLua- 
sMr,  and  has  a  small  mud  fort.     inhabitants,  Persians. 


11.  Burj-i-MahjCmad 
Khan. 


12.  Jamali 


13.  Bam 


16 


17 


22J 


191 


208 


230J 


ascends  on  abrupt  scarp,  and  passes  throug 


Water  good  from  watercourses.  Supplies  of 
all  sorts  plentiful.  Good  road  through  alter- 
nate cultivation  and  jungle  to  village,  which 
is  walled. 

Water  good.  Supplies  of  nil  sorts.  Good  road 
through  alternate  cultivation  and  jungle.  Ja- 
mali, a  small  village,  among  several  others  on 
the  S.  bank  of  the  river  running  through 
deep  ravine. 

Water  good.     Supplies  plentiful.     Road  cross- 
es river,   and  after  2   miles  of  desert,  skirts   a 
swamp  for  4  miles   more,  after  which    irrawlly 
desert   along     watercourse.     At   18   miles    road 
1  rough  sandstone  hills  to  Bam. 


General  Gasteiger  apparently  travelled  a  somewhat  different  route  between 
Ladi  and  Rigan.  His  account  is  given  below  :— 

Darah. — Sufficient  water  from  rain  at  two  halting-pla<-es,  but  at  Bang  the  streams  were 
dry.     Water  was  soon  obtained,  however,  on  clearing  the  l>ed  of  the  stream. 

Mil-i-Farhdd. — Proceeded  from  Bang  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  Alil-i-Farhal.  where 
is  a  gigantic  monolith  so  called. 

Up  to  this  point  the  country  is  very  fertile.  Ruined  Iraudts  occur  in  quantities 
up   to    near  Rigan.      Difficulty     in    getting     water    from    Mil-i-Farhad   to  that  place. 

Itiid    liigdn. — Here  ends  the  province  of  Pcisian-Baldchistau. 


Route  No.  40. 

Bamp{juto  Chahbak  by  tub  Fanoch  Pass. 
Authority. — Goldsmto. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


PlSTAWCB,   IX  MI  lbs. 


:    Iut«*rmp> 

I         tllfttC. 


Total. 


Description,  &c. 


1.    KCsiliABAP 


9         Water    good    from    Ifcinpur  river    or    wells. 
Dates,  grain,  Ac.,  generally  procurable. 
Kasimah-id,    a    small    Baluch    village  with    a 
fort.     Huts  of   sun-dried    bricks,    but     chiefly 


53 


Route  No.   4,0— con  td. 
B.twpi'r  to   Chdhldr  by  the  Fanoch  Pats — contd. 


StAxt  or  halting  yhi-e. 


DlHTlITCK,  IW  MIL5.S. 

I 

Ini™e-         Tota|> 
(Jute. 


Description,  Ac. 


«  '  tn  id,  with  tamarisk  tr*es  and  branches,  and  other  jnngle  produce.  Inhabitants  poor, 
«•«;  ia. 1 I,  and  ill-clothed,  many  dark  coinplexioned  and  of  a  J>idi  or  slave  caste  of  features 
a»i«i  general  appearance.  Koad  amid  sc.it  teied  jungle  and  occasional  cultivation  j  somewhat 
!..  aw  from  sand. 


2.  BalhchIn  Chah 


27 


36 


Direction  S.W.  Water  from  wells;  supply 
uncertain.  Sheep  procurable  from  nomads,  but 
provisions  generally  piccarimis.  Halting-place 
reached  after  passing  the  Uwarpusht  sand  hills, 
the  village  of  Gwarpusht  being  at  some  distance  to  the  left,  on  the  road  to  the  Cham  pass. 
At  the  sandhills  are  trees  and  water.  At  Baluehan  Chah  ground  harder,  and  wild  vege- 
tation somewhat  more  abundant,  but  the  whole  character  of  the  country  sterile.  Could  not 
trwe  the  well  supposed  to  give  a  name  to  the  locality,  but  conclude  that  such  are  dug  here 
and  there  according  to  circumstances,  and  the  camping  ground  changed  accordingly. 


if  \SKHCrA*. 
Maskoiu. 


or 


26 


02 


Direction  S.W.W.  Water  from  bed  of 
i  river  precarious.  Dates  abundant;  forage 
i  scarce.  A  pour  village  with  few  inhabitants; 
|  but  with  traces  of  better  days.  It  is  situated 
n»»ar  a  date  grove  on  the  S.  bank  of  a  large,  broad,  and  time  passed  dry  ravine.  Besides  the 
i  -rial  Bahich  huts,  it  has  the  ordinary  mud  fort  and  a  second  one  in  ruins.  Cause  of 
akin  Ion  men  t  stated  to  be  the  visitation  of  small-pox,  and  more  recently  cholera.  Mention 
of  the  place  not  found  in  reports  of  previous  travellers,  accounfed  for  by  its  position  being 
awty  from  the  routes  to  the  better  known  passes. 


4.  Fan  urn 


zo 


*7 


Direction  S.S.W.  Water  from  A i mini  river 
good  ;  sheep,  dates,  and  grain  procurable.  Forage 
precarious.  A  comparatively  large  and  important 
Bahich  village  in  the  plains,  N.  of  the  Makran 
hills,  awl  close  to  a  pass  bearing  the  name,  which  enters  Makran  from  the  Persian  district 
«/f  Bam  pur.  Fort  in  ruins,  and  seemingly  uninhabited.  About  10J  houses,  and  probably  500 
inhabitant*,  most  of  whom  are  said  to  be  slaves. 

The  Baluchi*  of  the  plains  traversed  between  this  and  Kasimab:'ul  are  Lasharis.  Road 
fmtn  Ma«kotu  hard  and  stony,  or  sandy  and  gravelly,  intersected  with  beds  of  streams  and 
ten  ill  ravine*,  and  studded  here  and  then?  wiih  low  black  rocks  and  hillocks.  At  about  7  J- 
mue*  met  by  road  from  Kalanzao.  Airnini  river  rises  in  the  plains  after  rain,  and  winds 
into  the  Fanoch  pass,  thence  finding  its  way  to  the  sea  under  a  new  name  at  Kalig,  in 
W.  Makran. 


5.    BtXTR 


29 


I 


110  '  Direction  S.S.W.  Water  from  river  ;  quantity 
dependent  on  rain ;  sheep  and  grain  should  be 
procurable.  Forage  precarious.  Binth  is  a  large 
village  at  the  foot  or  a  hill  bearing  the  name,  and 


S.  of  the  narrow  pass  of  Fanoch,  through  which  the  traveller  to  Makran  proceeds  for  some 
dift*Ance,  between  nearly  perpendicular  rocks.  Road  stony  and  rugged,  and  rendered  difficult 
{■•>r  rameU  owing  to  the  water  which  is  occasionally  very  deep,  and  collects  in  scarcely 
forUable  pits. 

At  16th  mile  defile,  after  gradually  improving,  widens  to  open  space,  with  view  of  distant 
hills  ;  the  route  then  closes  in  and  expands  as  before.  At  25th  mile  Dahan,  depopulated  a 
few  y«ais  ago  by  cholera,  15  houses  only  hating  been  left  out  of  150  (according  to  local 
report).  Binth  suffered  on  the  same  occasion,  but  has  a  population  of  probably  from  1,500 
to  2.1  U>,  all  included. 


C.  Goyz 


46 


HV2 


Direction  S.S.E.  Dependent  on  rain  for  water ; 
no  supplies,  but  from  nomads.  CJonz  is  the  name 
of  the  tract;  no  village.  Encamping  ground 
reached  after  twelve  hours'    marching  on  camel's 


64 


Routb  No.  40—concld. 
Bampur  to  Chdkbdr  by  the  Fanoch  Pass — coricld, 


Stago  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAHCB.  Iff  JflLXa. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


back.  Of  these  six  spent  in  following  the  course  of  Binth  river,  which  again  changes  its  naim* 
to  notandab,  and  unites  with  the  Nasfamn.  Second  half  over  a  wild*  rugged  country  amid 
hate  hills.  And  with  few  traces  of  inhabitant*  or  life  of  any  kind.  Halt  near  tamarisk 
bushes,  in  sundry  soil  and  within  reach  of  rain  water. 

7.  East   of  Tank  28  190       Direction  S.E.     Dependent  on  rain  for  water. 

KiVBB.  No  supplies,  but  what  can  be  got  from  nomads. 

No  village  or   regular    halting-ground,   bat  a 
J  position  taken  up  owing  to  rain  rendering  road 

impassable,  and  after  a  march  along  and  across  the  winding  bed  to  the  broad  Tank  river. 


8.  Kh1ur-i-Kie 


195 


Direction  E.    Water  abundant  after  rain,  other- 
wise precarious.    No  supplies,  but  from  nomad*. 
The  object  was    to   cross  the  Kir  river,  coming 
down  from  Geh  ;  but  the  rains  having  rendered 
this  impracticable>  an  encamping  ground  was  chosen  on  the  driest  and  most  eligible  spot. 


9.  Tis  Hill 


43 


238 


Direction  S.E.    No  water  or  supplies.    Again 
a  halt  from  circumstances   at  a  place  offering 
neither  water,  provisions,  nor  inducement  of  any 
kind,  but   rendered    necessary    from  want  of 
daylight  to  descend  the  hill  above  Chahbar. 

Crossing  the  Khaur-i-Kir,  at  18th  mile,  the  Khaur-i-Sangam,  coming  from  the  hill  of 
Bashmim,  is  reached  and  forded.  16  miles  further  on  the  sand  hills  of'Parag,  where  there 
arc  a  few  huts.  Koad  at  one  time  among  low  hills  and  on  rocky  ground  ;  at  another  over 
alluvial  or  sandy  soil,  and  amid  low  scattered  jungle.  From  Parag  to  the  top  of  Tis  hill 
between  the  villages  of  Tis  and  Chahbar,  is  about  9  miles. 

10.  ChahbXb 


3 


241 


Direction  S.  Water  good  and  sufficient  from 
wells.  Supplies  of  sheep,  dates,  and  grain  ;  but 
forage  scarce*  Ch&hbar  is  a  Tillage  on  a  sand 
hillock,  in  a  small  bay  of  irregular  shapo, 
formed  by  the  two  points  Ras  Tis  N.  and  Ras  Chahbar  8.  The  fort  is  remarkable  from  its 
contrast  to  the  mat  huts  around  it,  hut  is  otherwise  an  ordinary  mud  building.  There  art! 
rocoanut  and  man^o  trees,  with  garden  and  general  cultivation,  and  wells.  Sheep  obtain- 
able at  a  short  notice  ;  provisions  also  from  constant  communications  by  tea  with  Ma*kat. 
and  lar^e  llaluch  villages  in  the  vicinity  by  land.  Ghee,  cotton*  wool,  goat's  hair,  mat 
luigs,  niung,  and  jowari  are  brought  in  from  the  interior ;  also  rice,  dates,  and  wheat  for 
local  consumption. 


Route  No.  41. 

Bamp<jr  to  ChXhbXr  vid  Geh. 


Authority. — Graxt. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


VwtkXCZ,  IV  lftLXS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  GlZKOK 


Brackish  water.    No  supplies.  At  3rd  mile  from 
Bampur  cross  river.    No  village  at  Gixkok. 


55 


Route  No.  41 — contd. 
Bdmpur  to  Chdhbdr  vi&  Qeh— contd. 


Btag*  or  baiting  place. 


2.  IsfasX 


3.  Pis 


4  Sashi 


6.  HochXjt 


••* 


6.  Gsh 

7.    HaLTIKO-PLACB... 


DlSTAVCI,  XV  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  ftc. 


25 


15 


13 


21 


14 

41 


38 


53 


66 


87 


101 
142 


Road  lies  through  sand  hills  as  far  as  Lashar 
ravine,  about  13  miles,  down  which  it  continue* 
for  12  railed  to  large  village  of  Isfaka.  Halted 
in  the  ravine,  2  miles  S.  of  village. 

At  9  miles  the  small  village  and  fort  of  Gardor. 
Pib,  a  large  Tillage,  is  the  chief  place  of  the 
Lashar  district. 

At  6£  miles,  Oghfn,  small  village,  with  water 
and  plains. 

Steep  and  difficult  road  throngh  the  Hochan 
ravine.  Hochan,  a  tine  village  of  2,01)0  in- 
habitants, with  fort. 

Road  over  hills  and  through  ravines. 


Road  leads  throngh  the  nullah  of  Geh.  At  10th 
mile  the   Hochan   nullah  joins.     At  33   miles 
road  leaves    nullah,    which  has  water  flowing 
most  of  the  way,  and  is  in  places  skirted  with 
laltas.     2  miles  more  through  ravines,  the  last  6  over  plain  to  a  nullah  with  water. 


81  Fabao 


9.  Tf« 


10.  CplnBAR 


36 

178 

12 

190 

6i 

196} 

Water  from  wells.     For  21  miles  through  hills 
and  ravines,  then  plains. 

At  7th  mile,  salt  creek  called  Nunkhani,  unford- 
able  at  high  tide.    Tfs,  a  small  village. 

(See  route  No.  40). 


Route  No.  42. 

Hamper  to  Gwadar  by  Kasrkaxd. 


Authority. — Lovett. 


Stag*  or  balling  place. 


DiRurca,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUL 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Mala*  Pmha 


24 


24 


Water  scant.    No  supplies  but  fuel.    At  3} 
mile  crosses  Bampur  river.    About  6  miles  far- 
ther a  small  date  grove,  called  Gwarpusht  (water 
procurable) ;    remainder  of  road    quite  desert. 
Halting-place  is  in  a  small  ravine  to  the  eastward  of  road. 


6« 


Route  No.  42 — conti. 
Jiampur  to  Gwadar  by  Kasrkand — contd. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DirriHc*,  ur  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &c. 


2.  SUBMIJ 


3.  Champ 


13 


18J 


37 


65  J 


Water  scanty  from  two  wells.  Dates  and  grain 
to  be  had  in  small  quantities  ;  fuel  and  forage. 
Road  skirts  hill  to  S.  over  steep  sandy 
ridges  and  ravines.  Siirmij,  a  small  village 
with  date  grove  and  a  little  cultivation. 


Water  abundant.    Supplies  of  dates,  grain,  f u««' , 
and    feiMge  abundant.      Gradual  asa«nt  to   pla- 
teau of  Champ.     Champ,  a  village  of   50  hmws, 
with  date  proves.    Several  other  small  villag-s 
in  the  vicinity,  3  of  which  are  called  Surian,  Gwaut,  and  Gwatrak. 


4.  KashkIn  GitXn  ... 


n 


63  I  Water  abundant  from  Kaju  river.  Supplies  of 
|  dates,  fuel,  and  forage  only.  There  are  two 
■  roads  between  Champ  and  Kashkdn  Gitan — on«» 
|  by  Surian,  impracticable  for  artillery,   the  otlvr 

folbwing  the  main  stream  of  Kaju  river,  said  to  be  passable    by    wheels.     One  hut  only    at 

Kashkan  Gitan. 


6    Tano 


15 


6.  Kwash 


7.  Kasikand 


13 


11 


78 


91 


102 


square  fort  with  extensive  date  groves 
nomads  in  neighbourhood. 


Water  abundant  from  Kaju  river.  Supplier  of 
fuel,  forage,  and  dates.  Hoad  follows  winding 
of  Kaju  river  along  its  valley.  Date  grove*  rni.l 
cultivation,  but  no  villages.     One  hut  at  T«»ng. 

Water  abundant  from  Kaju  river.  Dates,  f  «♦  1, 
and  forage.    Road  as  in  hist  inarch.     No  village. 

Water  abundant  from  Kaju  river.     Dates,  fuel, 
forage,   grain,  and  sheep   procurable.       R«j:i  1    »-. » 
in  lust  two  marches.     Kasrkand  is  a   targe   vil- 
lage  containing   about  1,5<)0  soul s,  and  a    lnig* 
Grain  procurable  from  villages,  and   sheep    fiv.«i 


8.  GlTAJT 


9.  Chibak 


10.  MfRi  Bazar 


11.    SbAD 


22} 


29 


22J 


HJ 


12 lj  I  Water  from  small  spring  in  river  bed.  N  > 
'  supplies.  Route  along  river  bed  as  bcfuic. 
I  Gitan,  a  halting- place  only. 

153  J  Water  abundant  from  wells.  Grain,  dates,  fu<.!. 
and  forage.     Road  fair  through  ravines. 

176 J  Water  abundant  from  irrigation  chnntit*'.*.. 
Grain,  dates,  forage,  and  fuel.  Road  lies  through 
cultivated  country,  irrigated  by  nuiu<r<^t> 
watercourses  from  the  lkihu  Dasntiari  river. 
Villages  numerous  j  camels  procurable. 

ISSi   i     Water  abundant  from  irrigation.   Grain,  i1a*es 
.  fuel,  and  f<>rag»\    Road  similar  to  the  last   d  m  « 
I  fii-Mvli.     The  cro.Nsing   of   the    Bahu  river,  nr.ir 

S.  ill,  is  lUntvixmi  to  camels   from   the   miukir 

bottom. 


57 


Route  No.  42 — eoncld. 
Bamp&r  to  Gwadar  by  Kasriand — eoncld. 


Stag*  or  bitting  place. 


Description,  &o. 


12.  BixdIh 


14 


202} 


Water  precarious  from  rain  water  in  pools.  A 
little  forage  and  fuel  only.  From  Sisad  a  road 
leads  direct  to  Gwadar,  distant  about  30  miles, 
the  halfway  halting-place  being  Sigari.     The 

road  to  Rimdan  leads  through  more  or  less  cultivation  till  it  emerges  on  the  desert,  3  miles 

from  Rimdan. 

13.  SrEoii 


18* 


221 


Water  abundant  from  Dasht  river.  Forage  and 
fuel  abundant.  A  little  grain  and  a  few  sheep 
and  fowls  procurable.  Road  across  a  bare 
alluvial  plain  to  edge  of  Dasht  river,  which 
run*  through  a  belt  of  jungle,  with  occasional  clearances  for  cultivation.  The  river  has 
not  more  than  3  to  4'  of  water,  and  is  about  50  yards  wide.  Siroki  consists  of  two  groups  of 
mat  huts  on  the  left  bank. 


14.  FalabI 


IS.  AVKOBA 


16.  GWAJUK 


16 

237 

13 

250 

12 

262 

Water  abundant  in  winter  from  stream,  which 
dries  in  summer.  Scanty  forage  and  fuel. 
Good  road  over  desert.  Cross  low  hills  just 
before  reaching  Falarf,  which  is  a  halting-place 
on  the  bank  of  a  small  stream. 

Water  precarious  from  pools.  Scanty  forage 
and  fuel  Road  good  over  desert,  until  it 
comes  to  ravines,  in  one  of  which  is  halting- 
place  Ankora. 

Water  good  from  wells.  Supplies  abundant. 
Leaving  ravine  of  Ankora  the  road  runs  along 
sea-shore  to  Gwadar. 


Route  No.  43. 

BAMptfR  to  Gwadar  bt  Sarbaz. 
Authority. — Euan  Smith. 


fltnft  or  naltiag  place. 


DistAjrcB,  nr  milu. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.   8A*Vl»BAJn> 


2.  Stuftii* 


••• 


8 


12| 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


8 


20£ 


a 


Water  good  from  river.  Supplies  none ;  grass 
and  fuel;  good  road  through  acacia  jungle. 
Camping  ground  on  river  bank  near  canal  dam* 

Water  good  and  plentiful.  Road  to  Pnhra,  or 
Fahraj,  as  in  Routes  Nos.  44,  46,  and  169.  On 
leaving  that  place,  it  turns  abruptly  8.,  and  crosses 
desert  plain  for  about  5  miles  to  camping  ground. 


9 


58 


Route  No.  48— tontd. 
Bampir  to  Owadar  by  8arbdz—eon\A. 


Stage  or  halting;  place. 


DuBTJuroi, 

nrmLss. 

Intenne- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 


3.  AbsowabIx 


4.  PlOODAB 


6.  KoilNf 


17 


20 


17 


37* 


67} 


74* 


Water  good  from  spring.  Road  for  9  miles 
over  stony,  desert  plain,  when  it  enters  hills  by 
a  ravine,  in  which  it  continues  for  7  miles. 
Camping  ground  on  right  bank  of  road,  some 
distance  from  ravine. 

Water  and  fuel  good  and  abundant.  Road  con- 
tinues in  a  ravine.  At  a  point  called  Kahiri,  a 
more  direct  path  leads  to  Sarbaz  vid  Ispatki,  bat 
is  impracticable  for  guns. 


Water  and  fuel  good  and  abundant.  A  mile  and 
a  half  from  the  camping  ground,  the  road  reaches 
the  foot  of  the  ridge  which  forms  the  water  part- 
ing between  the  Bampiir  and  Sarbaz  rivers,  and 

divides  the  districts  of  the  same  name.    After  crossing  ridge,  road  enters  the  bed  of  the 

Sarbaz  river,  which  it  thenceforward  follows 


6.  SabbXz 

forms  an  amphitheatre. 

7.  PlPKHATJB 


19 


93} 


Water  good  and  abundant.    Rice  and  dafrs 
procurable   in  small  quantities.    At  the   13th 
mile  the  direct  road  to  Sarbaz  enters  the  valley, 
which  here  widens  considerably,  and  at  Sarbaz, 
Sarbaz,  a  village  of  60  huts  with  ruined  fort 


8.  Pab*d 


••• 


14 


12 


107J 


119| 


Water  good  and  abundant.  Rice  and  dates  pro- 
curable in  small  quantities.  Road  through  valh«> 
as  before;  much  cultivation  and  many  ham- 
lets. 


Water  good  and  abundant.  A  moderate  supply 
of  provisions  obtainable.  The  road,  as  before 
follows  the  river  valley,  which  is  here  wirici 
and  less  abruptly  bounded.     Several  villages  ami 

palm  groves  before  reaching  Parud,  which  has  a  ruined  fort  and  about  80  huts.    Camping 

ground  on  stony  plateau  beyond  village. 


9.  Bi» 


10.  BogInI 


14 


16 


133  J  |  Water  good  and  abundant.  A  moderate  supply 
of  provisions  procurable.  The  road  follows  th< 
river  for  9  miles,  when  it  crosses  a  spur  from  th< 
W.  bank.    Rask  has  100  huts. 


148i 


Water  good  and  abundant.  A  moderate  suppl  j 
of  provisions  procurable.  Four  miles  down  th< 
valley  the  roaa  emerges  on  a  plain,  stretching,  t< 
i  an  indefinite  distance,  E.  and  W.  The  usua. 
camping  ground  is  on  the  S.  bank  of  the  river,  which  is  unnecessarily  crossed  in  this  ami 
the  next  march. 


11.  PUHiv 


10 


158} 


Water  good  and  abundant  Moderate  supply  ol 
provisions  obtainable.  For  4  miles  over  do***ri 
plain,  then  through  sparse  acacia  jungle  to  Pf^Kin 
which  has  two  villages  surrounded  by  date 
groves ;  a  stone  fort  in  each. 
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Routs  No.  43 — concld. 
Bamptr  to  Gwadar  by  Sarbdz— concld. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Description,  Ac. 


12.  Kastag 


13.  QafsiAjt 


14.  KtiLMARISAVT 


11 

169} 

13 

182) 

23 

205} 

Water  precarious  from  pools.  Forage  and  fuel 
only  procurable.  After  crowing  a  small  stream 
from  the  £.,  road  enters  hills,  and  winds  among 
narrow  ravines  to  Kastag :  halting-place  not  far 
from  hamlets  of  the  same  name. 

Water  precarious  from  pools.  Forage  and 
fuel  only  procurable  ;  2  miles  from  halting-place 
road  enters  a  wide  valley,  which  it  crosses  to 
Ghistan :  halting-place  near  small  villages  of  the 
same  name. 


Water  from  pools.  Forage  and  fuel  only. 
Leaving  the  plain,  the  road  enters  a  wider  gorge 
between  precipitous  rocks,  and,  following  a 
torrent  bed  for  8  miles,  passes  on  to  a  plain 
CTftmng  which,  for  2  miles,  it  descends  into  a  ravine,  where  is  a  halting-place  called  Gawar 
Mami),  which  marks  the  boundary  between  Persian  and  Kalati  Baluchistan.  Fourteen  miles 
farther  is  the  halting-place  of  Kulmarisant  in  a  plain  covered  with  low  jungle.    No  village. 


15.  Dasdajt 


16.  QtnoK 


17.  Gwadar 


12 

217} 

17 

234} 

20 

254} 

Water  good  and  abundant.  Road  crosses  plain 
to  Dasht  river,  which  is  fordable  except  after 
heavy  rain.  Dardan  is  a  village  of  100  huts, 
a  mile  S.  of  the  river. 

Water  from    pools.    No   supplies.    Leaving 

Dardan,  cross  low  hills  and  jungly  plain  for 

5  miles,  after  which    desert   to    Gurok.     No 
village. 

Over  flat  plain  with  low  brushwood  for  14 
miles,  after  which  low  sandhills. 


Route  No.  44. 

Baup6r  to  BaltjchistIn  Frontier  bt  G<5sht  and  Jalk. 
Authority. — Gasteigbr. 


baiting  place. 


DnrAirci,  zv  vxlbb. 


Ioterme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


L  Pchra  or  Fahrjj 


16 


16 


The  road  runs  through  forest  to  Puhra,  (vide 
also  Routes  Nos.  46  and  169)  which  is  a  much  more 
healthy  situation  than  Bampur.  Water  is  brought 
by  aqueducts  from  the  neighbouring  hills. 
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Route  No.  14  ■  contd. 
Bampir  to  Baluchiddn  Frontier  by  Gutkt  and  Jali— contxL 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


2.  Damahi  or  DamIx 


3.  Ebindigan 


camels  can  baldly  get  through 
and  really  only  fit  for  mules. 

4.  Camp 


Dikayci,  xv  xiLia. 


Interme< 
diate. 


Total. 


••• 


••• 


Description,  Ac. 


This  is  a  miserable  village  lying  N.E. 
of  Puhra.  The  road  to  it  lies  along  a  stream 
and  by  a  valley  in  which  are  a  few  villages  and 
palm  trees.    Near  Pamani  is  a  rained  fort. 

From  Damani  the  road  leads  through  a  rocky 
valley  to  a  narrow  pass  through  the  mountain* 
where  everything  had  to  be  unpacked  and  earned 
through  by  men,  the  pass  being  so  narrow  that 
unladen.    The  remainder  of  the  road  is  very  bad,  indeed, 


f .  Camp 


6.  Panj£k-o£8Ht 


7.  Camp 

8.  Chash,  ot  GwXsh, 

or  WIsht. 


9.  Camp 

10.  Camp 

11.  Gusht 


••• 


»»• 


••• 


... 


••■ 


12.  NAHti 

13.  Jalk 


... 


•  •• 


•  •• 


•  a. 


•  •a 


•  *• 


••• 


•  •• 


... 


•  •• 


•  •• 


Another  bad  march  which  ends  in  an  extensive 
jungle  of  date  palms  where  a  halt  may  be  made. 

After  a  very  long  march  of  over  30  miles  halt 
in  some  beautiful  pasture  ground  where  there  i* 
an  excellent  spring. 

Over  a  plateau  covered  with  wild  vegetation 
and  surrounded  by  fantastically  shaped  moun- 
tains. The  camp  was  pitched  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  known  as  Panjan-gusht. 

No  details. 

The  surrounding  country  is  fertile,  and  the 
remains  of  irrigation  canals  may  be  noticed ;  bat 
the  place  is  now  but  scantily  inhabited. 

The    road    runs    through    a  sterile  country 
amongst  mountains  of  fantastic  outline. 
Through  a  sterile  salt  desert. 

A  miserable  place  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  mountain 
on  its  N.  side,  with  an  old  ruined  Baltich  fort. 

No  details. 


The  country  from  Nahu  to  Jalk  consists  of 
sterile  ravines  and  steep  mountain  ranges,  which 
are  black,  bare,  and  treeless. 
,  Jalk  lies  in  a  palm  forest  which  takes  two  hours 
to  traverse.  The  town  is  of  Mogul  origin,  and  four  ruined  forts  are  to  be  seen  on  the  tops 
of  the  surrounding  hills. 

A  long  march  over  undulating  ground  brings 
one  to  the  Mashkfd  river  at  or  near  a  place  known 
as  Dehgwar.  There  are  three  ruined  forts  here, 
and  a  few  cultivated  fields ;  the  water  which 
is  from  wells  is  bad,  as  also  is  the  climate. 
Gasteiger  computes  the  distance  from  Bampur  to ^the  Mashkid I  at  90  farsak**,  or  over 
VttTile*  whereas  it  cannot  really  be  as  much  as  200  mi  es  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
rout Tby   M^*  and  Dizak  is  better  than  the  one  above  desenbed.  ™"  "** 


14  MASHKfo  or  Dbh« 

OWAB. 


.*• 


... 
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Route  No.  45. 

Bamp<jr  to  HudiIn. 
Authority. — HXrf  Abdul  Nabi. 


DT8TAVCX,  XV  MIU8. 

8tag»  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

Description,  fte. 

1.   RtMPfo 

2.  Babmajt 
3*  HudiIh 

•  •  • 

16 

••• 

••• 

16 

•  •* 

> 

Travel  in  a    N.N.W.  direction  over  a   level, 
sandy    road,    through'   a    waste  to    a  pool  of 
water. 

Travel  a  level  road  with  a  few  ascents  and 
descents  in  a  N.N.W.  direction  for   16   miles 
to  Basman. 

Travel  all  night  over  a  desert  waste  for  20 
miles,  where  I  stopped,  having  no  one  with  me 
bat  one  servant  and  the  guide,  who,  on  arriving, 
went  for  water  to  some  distance,  the  position  of 
which  I  did  not  see. 

From  Bampfir  to  Hudian  is  a  four  days'  journey  over  a  waste  having  no  habitations,  and 
even  so  water  to  a  traveller  without  a  good  guide  to  lead  him  to  the  different  pools.  Fodder 
for  camels  is,  however,  plentiful.  The  village  of  Hudian  is  a  small  one,  about  the  size  of 
Kalag,  and  as  scantily  cultivated,  it  produces  wheat  barley,  sesame,  peas,  beans,  jowari,  and 
dates. 


Route  No.  46. 

BAMPtjR  TO   JALK. 

Jmlkority. — St.  John — Haj£  Abdul  Nab£. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DlMTUTCS,  IV  MILX8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


1*  Pchba  ob  Fahba/ 


15J 


15| 


Road  good  throughout,  a  little  sandy  in  parts. 
At  7\  mile,  Ab-band,  a  dam  across  Bampur 
river,  a  considerable  stream  flowing  3'  or  4' 
deep,  between  steep  banks  covered  with  jungle. 
Ro*rad  Puhra  there  is  some  cultivation.  Ground  very  swampy  from  watercourses.  Camping 
ground  to  8.  of  village.  Dates  plentiful ;  grain  in  small  quantities.   Water  good  from  kandts. 


2.  Arab 


••• 


X  ItlTOi* 


12} 


25} 


28} 


63| 


Road  good  over  desert.  Village  of  Aptar 
stands  in  thick  date  groves.  Water  good  from 
kandts.    Grain  in  small  quantities. 


Road  for  6}  miles  along  a  torrent  bed  which 
is  from  }■  to  1  mile  wide,  and  thickly  wooded 
in  parts.    It  then  turns  out  of  torrent  bed  to 
,  right,  and  passes  through  low  hills  for  2  miles 

when  it  re-enters  torrent  bed  (along  which  guns  would  have  to  keep),    and  follows  it  for 
the  itsnamxng  17  miles.    Water  from  spring,  500  yards  off  in  hills  to  N.    No  supplies. 
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Route  No.  46—contd. 
Bampur  to  Jalk — contd. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


4.  SABPAHABfj 


••• 


DlRlVCI,  IV  KXLB8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


20} 


Total. 


m 


Description,  Ac 


Follows  ravine  about  100  yards  wide,  with 
tamarisk  jungle.  At  17}  mile,  reaches  water 
parting  5,000'  above  sea  level,  or  3,300'  above 
liainpur.     Halting-place  in  bed  of  a  dry  torrent. 

This  is  the  last  place  in  Fahraj,  a  sab-division  of  the  Bampur  district.      Water  good  from 

holes  in  torrent.    No  supplies. 

5*  Mag  AS  ...  13 J  f  88        Road  at  starting  through  low  hills,  succeeded 

by  10  miles  of  plain.  Water  good  from  kandtt. 
Dates  plentiful.  Grain  obtainable  in  small 
quantities. 

Haji  Abdul  Nabi  makes  it  4  stages  to  Magas,  and  gives  the  following 
information : — 

1.  Puhba  ...  f  20  f  20        Over  a  level  road  without  water,  through  a 

jungle  of  kanhur  and  tamarisk,  the  direction 
being  sometimes  E.S.E.  and  sometimes  E. 
Supplis    plentiful.    From  Bampur  there  is    a 

road  for  guns,  I  was   told,  direct  to    Narmashfr,   as  follows :  1st  stage,  Cash-i-Besahib  ; 

2nd,  Chah-i-Talazur  (jackal  well) ;   3rd,  Chah-i-Shur ;  4th,  Warzm ;  5th,  Giranrig ;  6th, 

Ab-gum ;  7th,  Narmashfr. 


2.  Aftar 
8.  Pahbo 
4.  Magab 


••t 


5.  Khaub       Chah- 
b6k!n. 


16 

1         36 

12 

48 

P40 

P88 

15i 

103J 

Good  level  road. 

Bather  a  good  road  the  whole  way. 

Road  in  the  bed  of  a  rivulet. 


Road  good  to  pass.    At  3  J  mile  Kaimagar, 

date  groves.    At  7i  Eoshan,  small  tower  with 

date    groves    on   banks  of  a  running  stream. 

At  11th  mile  a  steep  ascent.     Guns  could  onlv  be 

lowered  by  drag  ropes.    Water  good,  obtained  by  digging  wells  m  torrent  bed.    No  supplies. 


6.  StTBlK 


12 


115} 


Road  for  10  miles  through  hills,  crossing  two 
insignificant  passes.  Beyond  this  crossed  bed  of 
stream,  which  was  running,  at  end  of  march, 
about  1  foot  deep  and  20  yards  wide.  Camels 
went  by  road  about  2  miles  longer,  further  N.,  to  avoid  passes.  Suran  is  the  principal 
of  a  group  of  three  villages.  Water  good  from  small  river  and  kandt*.  Supplies  of  all  sorts 
plentiful. 


7.  Ab-Patak 


•t. 


8.  Dizab: 


6J 


20} 


122} 


142} 


Good  road  across  barren  plain.  Halt  at  a 
group  of  palms  in  torrent  bed,  at  a  gap  in  the 
hills.  No  village.  No.  supplies.  Water  from 
running  stream  good. 

Ascend  and  cross  a  watershed  at  2 J  mile  • 
descend  thence  by  a  torrent  bed  with  pools  of  water 
at  intervals  to  lHj  mile,  where  cross  dry  bed 
of  a  branch  of  the  Mashkfd  river,  near  a  small 


garden  and  tower,  beyond  which  there  are  2  miles  of  sandy  plain.    Dizak  is  the  principal 
village  and  residence  of  the  division.  Water  good  from  kandU.  Supplies  plentiful  of  all  aorta. 
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Bouts  No.  46 — concld. 
Bampur  to  Jalk — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Description,  to. 


9.  EJtLFmuxl* 


12} 


155J 


First  3J  miles  through  date  groves  and  culti- 
vation  to  Ziarat,  last  village  of  Dizak.    Beyond 
this  the  road  goes  over  level  plain.    Running 
stream.    Water  good  and  abundant.     Supplies  of 
date*,  and,  perhaps,  a  little  corn.   Plenty  of  sheep  and  goats  in  vicinity,  and  good  grazing  for 


1C.   Kilrl-BALtJCH 


20} 


176} 


sharp  torn  near  the  top  of  the  pass,  the 


Road  ascends  gently  for  6  miles,  to  entrance 
of  a  pass  called  Brinjinan.  Thence  there  is 
another  ascent  of  4J  miles  to  water  parting  5,(XXy 
above    the    sea.     With    the    exception    of    a 

«.«—  jr  v—-  ~~-  -..«  ~r -  r ,   —  road  is  quite  practicable  for  gnns  indeed,  the 

Governor  of  Bampur  nas  several  times  taken  12-prs.  over  it.  An  hour's  work  would 
suffice  to  repair  the  road  in  the  place  mentioned.  From  the  water  parting  the  road  follows 
windings  of  ravine  to  halting-place.  Bunning  stream ;  water  good,  but  scanty.  No  supplies. 
Good  grazing  ground  for  camels. 


1L  Laji 


••• 


10 


186} 


Boad  continuous  along  ravine  for  2  miles, 
when  it  reaches  the  Kalagan  river,  which  it 
follows  past  villages  of  Bala  Kalat,  Aibi,  and 
Pahura.    Laji  is  a  village  in  the  Kalag&n  ravine, 
which  there  is  a  good  camping  ground  on  the  left  bank.    Water  very  good  from  running 
Supplies  of  date,  a  very  little  corn,  and  rice,  sheep,  and  goats.    Road  good. 


12.  Jixs 


12 


kble  in  any  quantity.    A 


198} 


A  little  below  Laji  road  leaves  Kalag&n  ravine 
and  crosses  a  desert  for  9  miles.  It  then  enters 
the  Jalk  ravine  and  reaches  that  place  imme- 
diately after.  Water  good  from  kandts.  Dates 
prucmmoie  iu  »uy  4uwiutjr.  jx  fair  amount  of  wheat,  barley,  rice,  and  chopped  straw. 
Plenty  of  sheep  and  goats.  Jalk  consists  of  a  group  of  villages,  each  formed  by  a  central 
fort  or  tower,  with  a  cluster  of  mud  huts  round  it,  at  the  mouth  of  a  ravine  opening  on 
the  desert  The  cultivation,  which  is  confined  to  the  ravine,  extends  for  three  miles,  with  a 
breadth  varying  from  $  to  }  mile.  There  is  no  good  encamping  ground  near  the  villages,  the 
surface  being  either  cultivated,  broken,  or  swampy.  The  inhabitants  are  mostly  Urbabis. 
Jalk  is  a  dependency  of  Dizak.    Climate  unhealthy. 


Route  No.  47* 

Bampur  to  Jashk  vid  thb  Sadaich  River. 
Jmthority. — Floym — Hlrf  Abdul  NabL 


ttaft  or  bstUnr  place. 


Dncurcv,  nr  lmn. 


Interne* 
diAte. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


L  ITiaiwlttln 


••• 


9 


9 


Through  the  tree  belt.    Kasimabad  is  a  ruinous 
mud  enclosure,  S.W.  of  Bampur. 
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Routb  No.  47 — contd. 
Bampir  to  Jashk  vi&  the  Sadaich  River — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTUrOI,  IV  KIX.SB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  to. 


2.  Bal6ch£n  ChIh 


3.  Ma8Kh6t£k 

4.  Fanoch 


••• 


6.  BlNTH 


6.  Gabi  Dabap 

7.  PazgX 


8.  Sadaich  Biyeb  ... 


27 

26 
26 


29 

15 
25 


36 


62 

88 


23 


117 


132 
157 


Across  the  desert,  past  Geshkok  to  the  wells  of 
Baluchi  Ch&h. 

Through  Marri  to  Maskhutan. 

A  village  consisting  of  about  a  hundred  houses 
with  a  ruined  fort.  A  £reat  profusion  of  data 
trees  and  a  little  cultivation  surround  it. 

Through  the  Fanoch  pass.  So  far  the  road  will 
be  found  more  fully  described  under  Route  No.  40. 


The  road  so  far  is  that  described  in  Route 
No.  171,  Jashk  to  Bampur,  with  the  exception  of 
the  1st  march. 


180  For  4  miles  through  hills,  then  across  the 
Gidich,  and  down  its  right  bank,  over  a  high 
shingly  plain.  At  15th  mile  cross  a  road  leading 
to  Sartarpi.  Leaving  Sharfki  to  the  ltft.  and 
sighting  the  Sfhran-i-Kiih  to  the  S.E.,  march  for  6  miles  over  level  plain,  then  descend  by  a 
steep  path  to  the  Surini  river,  and  follow  its  winding  bed  for  2  miles  ;  then  enter  the  valley 
of  the  Sadaich  of  which  the  Surini  is  a  tributary.    Excellent  camping  ground. 


9.  Sadaich  Rives  ... 


20 


200 


Down  the    valley  of    the  Sadaich,  sometimes 
through  rich  vegetation,  sometimes  over  shingle. 
Cross  the  river  about   10  or    11   times,  mostly 
easy  through  shallow  water,  but  the  4th  crossing 
(at  7th  mile)  is  dangerous  unless  made  at  the  right  spot. 


10.  Camp  (near      the  |  25 

Huni  Mountain). 


11.  Camp  (half-way 
between  the  Gabrig 
and  J  agin). 


12.  Jashk 


20 


30 


225  1  Cross  to  the  right  bank  for  the  last  time,  and 
go  S.W.  towards  the  S.E.  end  of  the  Gurani 
hills.  Cross  the  Haimani  river,  and  on  to  camp- 
ing ground,  through  rough  hills  and  stony 
plains. 

245  I  Due  W.  towards  the  Markoh  bluff  over  a  soft, 
sandy  plain.  Cross  the  shallow  Gabrfg  river 
here  a  hundred  yards  wide.  Then  10  miles 
across  the  plain. 


275 


Over  rough  undulating  sand  hills  to  the  Jagin 
river.  Past  the  Yakd&r  date  groves  to  Sharinaui, 
thence  along  the  sea-shore  to  Jashk. 


This  is  much  the  shortest  and  most  direct  route  between  Jashk  and  Bampdr. 
Haji  Abdul  Nabi  also  appears  to  have  taken  this  route.     His  account   of 
the  road  from  Fanoch  to  Jashk  is  as  follows  : — 

The  road  goes  down  the  Kami  Sadaich  ravine  sometimes  due  S.,  at  other  times  S.S.W.* 
winding  between  hub,  for  4  stages. 
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Route  No.  47 — concld. 
Bampur  to  Jashk  vi&  the  Sadaich  River— concld. 


or  ashing  place. 


Dxmvcs,  nr  idlei 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


5.  Sadaich 


6-  GjLBBfO 


7.  Jkoiv 

8.  Jashk 


■•■ 


••• 


Description,  ftc. 


On  the  6th  day,  emerging  from  the  Kour, 
arrived  at  the  port  of  Sadaich  at  which  are  a  few 
huts  of  poor  fishermen. 

Leaving  8adaich  proceed  over  a  level  road, 
the  ground  abonuding  with  salt,  to  Oabrig  in  a 
due  W.  direction. 

Travel  over  a  level  road  due  W.  to  Jagfn. 


Over  a  fine  level  road  in  a  S.W.  direction 
16  miles,  and,  turning  a  promontory,  proceeded 
in  a  N.W.  direction,  and  towards  evening 
arrived  near  Jashk. 
Prom  Jashk  to  Augaran,  the  capital  of  Bashkurd,  is  a  6  days'  journey  over  a  difficult 
ro*rL  To  Minab,  112  mike ;  to  Muskat,  2  days  by  sea ;  to  Chahbar,  3  days  by  sea  and  10 
by  land. 


Route  No.  48. 

BAMPtftt  TO  PANJGfa. 


Authority. — KrNNEiu. 


8ta*t  or  halting  place. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  PfJHRA 

2.  Baz 

3.  Sib 

4.  DlElK 

5.  K^HAK 
ft.   larAKDTJE 

7.  Dvbac 

8.  PaJJotn 


•  •• 

24 

24 

•  •  • 

12 

86 

•  a. 

21 

57 

«•» 

21 

78 

.  •  • 

15 

93 

•  •• 

24 

117 

•  •• 

21 

138 

... 

27 

165 

A  very  high  range  is  crossed  between  Sfb  and  Dizak. 


BANDAR  ABBlS. 

Lat  27°  Iff  35" ;  Long.  56°  18'  48*. 
A    port   on    the    E.    of  Karman,   198  miles  S.E.   of    Shiraz,   300   miles 


S.  of  Karmin,  540  miles  S.S.E.  of  Yazd,  740  miles  S.E.  of  Isfahan, 
1,000  miles  S.E.  of  Tihran.  The  town  is  walled  and  situated  on  a  slo|>e 
which  approaches  to  the  sea.  The  houses  are  few,  and  wretchedly  con- 
structed ;  and  the  people  are  mostly  lodged  in  huts.    Its  suburbs  extend 

10 


66 

along  the  open  sea-beach,  and  it  is  backed  at  a  distance  of  about  15  miles  by 
a  range  of  lofty  and  apparently  desolate  country.  It  contains  about  5,00(1 
inhabitants,  composed  of  Persians,  Arabs,  Kurds,  a  few  Armenians,  and 
Bedouins.  The  present  port  of  Bandar  Abbas  is  destitute  of  any  pier  or  other 
artificial  improvement,  and  has  only  from  i  to  8  fathoms  of  water  at  a 
distance  of  £  miles  out,  so  that  during  the  frequent  S.  and  S.E.  winds, 
it  becomes  a  lee-shore  lashed  by  a  heavy  surf,  rendering  it  necessary  for  craft 
to  seek  shelter  under  the  islands  of  Hormaz  and  Kishm.  A  better  and  more 
sheltered  position  for  a  port  lies  about  4  miles  to  the  W.  at  the  entrance  <>f 
the  Clarence  Straits,  which  is  said  in  former  times  to  have  been  the  site  of  a 
Fmall  port.  During  the  summer  the  heat  is  so  oppressive,  and  the  fevers, 
which  follow,  so  dangerous,  that  it  is  only  inhabited  during  winter,  all  but 
the  poorest  going  in  summer  to  Mi  nab,  a  town  14  miles  inland.  No  supplies 
or  transport,  obtainable.     Water  has  to  be  brought  from  a  long  distance. 


Route  No.  49* 

Bandar  AbbIs  to  Bah  bt  KniNt;. 
Authority.— Goldsmid. 


DlflTAXCB,  IF  MIllS. 


St  a  jrc  or  halting  pine. 


1  Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Biati 


I 


14 


14 


Emerging  from  the  town  by  the  N".  g»f»*. 
follow  the  road  running  parallel  to  the  flea  fm 
ahout  6  miles.  The  road  lie*  over  a  sandy,  mars!,  y 
plain  covered  with  low  brushwood  and  ratn.-l- 
thorn,  and  studded  here  and  there  with  date  plantations.  Bngu  is  an  humble  village,  situ  i:- 
ed  under  a  high  le.lgeof  ground  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and  surrounded  by  extensive  duTe 
plnntations.     Camping  ground  is  very  sandy,  the  water  brackish,  and  firewood  scarce. 


2.  KalIh-i-EXzI 


12 


26  '  Traverse  the  same  sandy  plain,  thickly  coro*-»*l 
i  with  brushwood,  camel-thorn,  and  oK-apbr. 
]  Cross  a  broad  river,  the  Rurikhana-i-Shur,  who*** 
I  water*  are  quite  salt ;  then  turn  nearly  due  N.. 
and  reach  a  higher  tract  of  land  with  rich  soil,  bearing  extensive  fields  of  wheat,  in  wlnYli 
is  siMiated  the  village  of  Kahih-i-Knzi. 

This  village  consists  of  a  series  of  very  extensive  dat*  plantation*,  and  fields  of  whrat. 
The  water  is  go«*l.  though  rather  muddy, and  is  obtained  entirely  from  wells, called  by  tin 
native*  "  Ab-i-Rahmat." 


3.  SniitiL 


20 


46 


Prom  Kalah-i-K4zi  the  road  load*  across  a  plain 
thickly  strewn  with  stones,  which  cause*  grv:tt 
inconvenience  to  horses.  Low  brush W(»od  and  t.li«» 
usual  camel -thorn  and  mimosa  cover  the  ground. 
ml  after  5  or  6  miles  of  most  unpleasant  riding,  come  upon  clusters  of  date  palms,  and 
!ffn  or  three  swift,  clear  streams,  whose  course  may  be  traced  by  the  trees  and  shrubs  that 
elo*hfd  their  banks.  Kroin  this  point  the  date.palnis  begin  to  thicken  till  the  large  vilU^.» 
of  T-ikht  is  reached,  standing  in  a  forest  of  date  plantation*,  with  extensive  fields  of  wbtut 
and  henna. 

\fter  leaving  Takht.  the  *amo  plain  stretches  in  front.  There  is  not  a  stone  to  be  s«*»n  ; 
nil  i«  r«h.  allnvial  soil.  The  road  now  again  enters  extensile  date  plantations,  known  by 
the  n:»"e  of  *  chastuV.  The  ^muiid  becomes  extremely  murphy,  covered  with  dense  masse*  Jf 
t»dl  reeds,  which  form  an  apparent  I  \  impassable  barrier  between  the  ruad  and  the  oea. 
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Route  No.  49— -nonfat. 
Bandar    Abba*   to  Bam  hy  Kkdni — contd. 


DlVTAJTCK,  IV  MU.BB. 


hta/rr  or  baiting  place. 


Description.  6c. 


The  country  in  thickly  wooded  with  well  grown  trees  of  mimosa  and  the  wild  caper 
intent)  «rsed  with  large  fields  of  wheat,  which  belt  of  wood  continues  np  to  the  village  of 
Shamil,  lying  at  the  head  of  the  valley  entered  at  Kalah-i-Kazi.  Winding  through  tin* 
jungle,  cross  from  time  to  time  many  a  deep  and  broad  watercourses,  whose  intricate  windings 
miuot  be  threaded  without  the  aid  of  the  guide.  The  easy  and  usual  path  for  camels  ruus  a 
lir.le  more- to  the  N. 

In  a  direct  line  this  place  is  only  3  fanakks  from  the  sea  coast.  It  possesses  a  mud  fort 
mi  a  hill,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  the  town. 

The  village  or  town  of  Mi  nab  lies  to  the  S.W.,  about  8  farsakht  from  Shamil  and 
2  from  the  sea. 


4.  Fajuab 


19 


65 


This  day's  march  is  very  fatiguing.  After  cross- 
ing a  river  of  sweet  water,  which  flows  through 
the  village,  the  road  follows  the  bed  of  a  water- 
course, and  for  4  miles  winds  in  and  out,  when  it 
irvls  across  a  hard,  stony  plain,  about  2  miles  wide,  lying  at  the  foot  of  a  range  of  barren  hills. 
TKi*  plain,  a  great  camping  ground  for  the  I  Hats,  appears  to  be  a  network  of  watercourses 
♦  .it  carry  off  the  water  from  the.  hills  beyond.  The  path  which  was  very  narrow,  in  some 
Jm-x-*  only  just  wide  enough  for  a  mounted  man,  enters  the  hills  by  an  opening  which  in 
known  a*  the  commencement  of  the  Gudar-i-Naurgiin,  and  is  the  bed  of  a  watercourse 
til-  (1  with  a  oon«identhle  amount  of  pure,  fresh  water,  and  with  many  deep  pools.  For  7 
lui'.m  we  rale  along  this  rocky  bed,  till  we  ascended  a  higher  plateau,  from  which  wo  could 
Mill  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  Sig-i-Jandan  in  the  far  horizon  to  the  N.W.  The  constant 
*M*i'bU  and  deticenta,  added  to  the  stony  nature  of  the  path,  made  this  a  most  trying  days 
wurk  for  the  horses. 

The  camping  ground  at   Fariab,   the  4th  stage,   we   found   unusually   good,  dry,    and 
Joftr,  with  excellent  water  and  abundant  firewood,  and  shaded  by  fine  Jambul  trees. 


S.  K£DUUiSA-i-<b6z- 

VI. 


23 


88 


Starting  at  6  a.m.,  we  again  had  to  follow  the 
bed  of  a  watercourse,  until  by  a   sharp   turn  t In- 
road led  us  through  a   very   steep  and  difficult 
pass  (Gud&r-i-Shurnn)  to  a  high  plateau  on  the 
Hnmmit  of  the  hills  whose  base  we  had  been  traversing. 

From  this  poiut  to  our  lial ting-place  at  Itudkhana-i-Dtizdi  (16  miles),  we  traversed  an 
undulating  plain,  clothed  with  the  usual  low  brushwood.  About  5  miles  from  the  Gud&r-i- 
Kh a i an,  we  reached  the  small  river  knowu  as  the  Rtidkhana-i-Ghishkan,  so  called  from 
the  |Mti*oDou«  shrub  (ghish  or  oleander)  which  fringes  its  banks,  and  is  said  to  be  fatal  to 
men,  h»r<*m,  and  camels.  Four  miles  beyond  this  river  we  came  to  a  small  hauz,  or  tank,  for 
tin*  »torjLgeof  nan  water,  of  great  antiquity,  and  7  miles  further  brought  us  to  our  camp 
pitched  on  the  N.  side  of  the  Duzdi  river. 

The  village  of  liudkhaiia-i-btizdi,  consisting  of  about  500  mud  huts,  lies  in  an  amphi- 
theatre bounded  by  hills,  aud  is  surrounded  by  thick  date  plantations. 

4».  iariD  ...  22  |        110       The   valley   narrows   and  passes  between  two 

ranges  of  hills,  that  on  the  right  known  a*  the 

Kuh-i-Oarak,  that  on   the  left  as  the  Diwan-i- 

1  Murad,  which  is  a  somewhat  lofty  chaiu  running 

K.W.  and  S.E.    The  road  to  Bam  or  Jiruft  passes  by  the  left  of  these  hills. 


7.  KuiMt 


••• 


12 


122 


Tliere  aro  two  roads  to  Bam  from  this  place. 
Ono  of  these  we  followed.  Of  the  other  the  fol- 
lowing are  the  stages : — Kala-i-  Askar,  'ifarnakt*, ; 
Khanu  Panjir,  0  ;   Asian  Uaugiabail,  7  ;   K:*riui- 

£Md  Jiruft,  4;  Gudar  Makak,  8;  Sakhtdar,5;  Uudir  DihBakri,  0;  Miaudasht,  6;  Run, 

7 1  md  Ltfrzin. 


08 


Routs  No.  49 — concld. 
Bandar  Abbds  to  Bam  by  Kidni— concld. 


Stag*  or  baiting  place. 


Description,  Ac.. 


Then  is  another  route  from  Khanu  to  Bam,  which,  though  much  longer,  has  perhaps  the 
advantage  of  avoiding  the  hills,  and  in  this  way  is  good  for  heavily-laden  camels  (vide  Route 

No.  37). 

From  Khanu  to  Dusari,  37  miles,  the  road  runs  over  a  fertile  plain,  and  presents  nothing 
worthy  of  remark,  save  that  before  us  lay  the  range  of  snow-capped  hills,  known  equally 
by  the  name  of  the  Dusari  and  Jamil  or  Jabar  Band  range,  which  presented  a  truly  magnifi- 
cent appearance.  Far  away  to  the  S.E.,  lay  the  plain  stretching  to  Bamptir.  The  climate 
was  most  enjoyable,  and  the  supply  of  water  excellent  and  abundant. 


8.  SohbIh 


16 


138 


At  16  miles  from  Khanii  the  village  of  Sohrnn 
is  passed,  and  4  miles  further  the  river  Halil,  the 
banks  of  which  are  thickly  fringed  with  tamarisk. 
The  route  from  hence  again  lay  over  the  same  plain — in  this  direction  bounded  by  the  hill* 

which,  running  from  Jfnift,  join  the  Dih  Bakri 
and  Dusari  chain.  Four  miles  on  our  march,  we 
passed  a  solitary  hill  rising  abruptly  from  the 
level  of  the  plain  called  Kharpusht  (or  the 
Porcupine),  from  where  we  got  a  view  of  the  snow-capped  Ahmadi  mountain,  rearing  its  head 
to  the  S.W.     We  passed  occasional  patches  of  cultivation,  with  clusters  of  leaf-built  hut*. 


9.  DusIbi 


21 


159 


10.  DatjlatabXd 


17 


176 


11.  Mask6n 


36 


212 


Our  march  the  next  day  lay  over  the  Dih  Bakri 
pass.  We  had  passed  early  in  the  day  the  village 
of  Dasht-i-Khushk,  which,  as  its  name  implies, 
marks  the  limit  of  cultivation  on  this  side  of 
Dih  Bakri,  and  coming  upon  the  stony,  barren  slope  of  the  mountain  range,  had  continued 
our  ascent  for  10  miles,  when  we  found  ourselves  at  the  entrance  of  the  pass,  from  where 
a  very  fine  view  of  the  Jfnift  and  Budbar  plains  is  obtained.  Our  path  then  followed 
the  course  of  a  mountain  torrent,  between  rocky  cliffs,  till  we  commenced  the  very  difficult 
ascent  known  as  the  Gudar  of  Sakhtdar.  The  summit  of  this  pass,  which  is  38  miles  from 
Dusari,  we  reached  with  difficulty ;  and,  passing  through  a  winding  valley,  came  into  the 
open  plain  of  Sakhtdar,  with  the  Rudkhana  flowing  through  it. 

Eight  miles  from  the  river,  we  came  upon  the  first  snow  we  had  seen,  and  pursued  our 
course,  cold   and  wretched,  over  steep  and  desolate   hills  for  about  2  miles,  and  we  found 

ourselves,  at  5  o'clock,  at  the  desolate  caravan  - 
sarai  of  MasUiin,  situated  in  a  hollow  on  the 
highest  point  of  the  pass,  about  7,300'  above  the 
level  of  the  sea. 

Two  miles  beyond  the  caravansarai  the  road  makes  another  steep  ascent  to  the  extreme 
summit  of  the  pass  of  Dih  Bakri,  for  which  the  aneroid  registered  a  height  of  7,8"0*. 
Deluding  by  a  steep  and  slippery  path,  we  reached,  a  mile  further  on,  the  caravansarai 
of  Dih  Bakri,  which  closely  resembled  that  at  Maskun,  and  had  been  evidently  built  thii* 
near  it  to  afford  certain  shelter  to  travellers  on  both  the  sides  of  this  dangerous  pass  in  severe 
weather.  Entering  a  narrow  valley  with  traces  of  summer  cultivation,  our  road  led  into  the 
stony  bed  of  a  watercourse,  which  is  the  outlet  for  the  streams  of  the  high  land  around ;  ami 
after  2  miles  of  very  rough  ground,  it  forked  off  into  two  branches— one  to  the  N.E.,  len<l 

ing  by  Sarvastin  to  Karman,  and  the  other  to 
the  h.f  leaving  to  Bam.  Choosing  the  latter, 
we  ascended  some  hills,  from  the  summit  of 
which  we  first  saw  the  plain  of  Bam  lying  at 
our  feet,  with  Damn  to  the  N.E.,  and  Bam  E.  by  S. ;  the  aneroid  giving  an  altitude  of 
(I,4l M)'.    An  easy  and  gradual  descent  soon  brought  us  to  the  plain. 

We  rode  for  18  miles  to  Bidirun,  across  a  barren,  stony  plain,  affording  neither  water 

nor  firewood. 

We  again  started  in  the  fast-fading  light  to  ride  the  remaining  6  miles  into  that  town 
(ride  KoutesNos.  34  and  36). 


Bam 


36 


248 


60 
Route  No.  60. 

Bandar  AbbXs  to  HerXt. 
Vide  Appendix  No.  VIIL 


Route  No.  51. 

Bandau  AbbIs  to  JXshk  vid  MinXb. 


Authority  — Prkicr. 


8tag«  or  halting  place. 


Description,  fto. 


1.  BlXKA 

2.  Kai1h-i-K1h 


••• 


16 
18 


16 
84 


Vide  Routes  No*.  52  and  325. 


After  something  less  than  a  mile,  the  road 
gradually  leads  down  into  the  plain,  and  continu- 
ing through  this,  crosses  the  Rudkhana-i-Shur. 
The  plain  about  here  is  very  stony,  but  here 
and  there  are  patches  of  good  ground  which 
have  been  cultivated.  The  plain  is  much  cut 
up  by  streams,  especially  by  the  main  branch  of  the  Shurab,  which  covers  a  lot  of  ground 
when  in  Hood.  After  going  about  7\  miles  come  to  the  Sahra  Kunuk,  really  a  part  of  the 
tame  plain;  at  11  miles,  descend  a  deep  gully  at  the  bottom  of  which  is  a  salt  stream, 
another  Shurab.  The  road  then  bears  away  to  the  S.E.,  crossing  a  sort  of  plateau  with  a 
pro  tie  descent ;  at  the  foot  another  river  bed.  With  the  exception  of  these  streams  and  the 
jrnHuid  affected  by  their  floods,  the  track  (it  is  impossible  to  call  it  a  road)  is  fairly  good, 
although  in  places  stony.  Kalah-i-Kazf  is  more  generally  known  as  Kalzazi.  This  vil- 
lage has  a  6ne  grove  of  date  trees,  and  there  are  also  numbers  of  fine  grown  mimosa  dotted 
about.  These,  among  the  young-growing  crops,  give  a  park-like  look  to  the  surrounding 
country,  and  a  picturesqueness  to  the  village.  The  place  seems  in  a  very  flourishing  con- 
dition, and  the  people  are  very  civil.    Population  300. 


a.  SalMiL 


••• 


22 
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At  14}  mile  Tillage  of  KhtLshkuh,  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill  of  the  same  name.  Ten  minutes  after, 
leaving  this,  a  river  bed,  or  rather  the  commence- 
ment of  a  large  expanse  of  ground  at  times  swept 
by  floods.  Through  a  level  plain  with  a  fairish 
quantity  of  stones  on  it.  Clumps  of  aoacia 
and  oleander  also  all  over  it.  At  7th  mile  arrive  at  the  village  of  Takht,  a  flourishing 
i>Uoe.  Saw  another  village  (Jahun)  away  in  the  hills,  about  4  miles  off  to  the  N.W. 
ra*a  round  TVkht,  and  go  along  a  big  grove  of  date  palms  on  the  right  hand  ;  on  the  left 
•ome  high  hills  with  very  steep  sides.  Village  of  Chahistan,  11}  miles.  Still  keeping 
aUmg  the  road  N.E.,  through  country  still  more  park-like  in  appearance.  In  places  the 
trying  ts  very  soft,  and  the  road  much  cut  up  by  the  late  floods.  Cross  this  stonv  expanse, 
which  is  abominable  going,  and  get  out  of  it  about  a  couple  of  miles  from  Shamfl,  a  village 
r*f  about  500  people  in  the  midst  of  immense  date  groves.  About  here  the  rupee  is  the 
current  coin. 


4.  GcMAtfD 


••• 


P17 


71 


Road  bearing  8.E.  between  the  date  grove  and 
some  low  gravel  hills  on  the  left  hand.  After 
going  for  half  a  mile,  cross  a  stream  issuing  from 
a  deep  gorge  in  the  hills.  Up  the  gorge  is  the 
road  into  the  Rudbar  district.  After  passing 
the  stream,  the  road  still  S.E.  The  plain  is  of 
rich,  alluvial  soil  covered  with  crops  in  every  direction. 


70 


Route  No.  51 — could, 
ftandar  Abba*  to  Jaxhk  vift  Mindb — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DururcB, 

nr  milks. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 


After  going  2  miles  further,  pass  another  small  stream.  Two  and  a  half  miles  bey  rm<l 
this  the  village  of  Chahkhark.  Three  and  three-fourth  miles  further  on  a  third  stream.  Th«* 
bed  of  this  some  200  yards  across.  This  part  of  the  country  is  open,  and  is  known  as  the 
Sahra  C hah k hark. 

The  whole  way  each  side  of  the  road,  under  cultivation.  The  road  much  cut  up  by 
watercourses. 

Five  miles  further  on  again  a  stream  ;  its  bed  about  120  yards  across.  This  stream  join* 
its  waters  to  the  Mi  nab  near  to  the  sea. 

Gurband  is  a  thriving  village  with  a  large  square  fort,  which  is  gradually  falling  into 
ruin.     Population  about  700.    A  few  camels  procurable. 


6.  MinXb 


••• 


16 


87 


The  road  runs  through  the  same  plain  with  th.j 
lower  spurs  of  the  RudbAr  hills,  close  on  the  h-ft 
hand.  The  plain  under  cultivation  right  up  t<» 
them  and  on  the  right  hand  as  far  as  the  eve 
<50uld  see.  The  main  range  of  the  Rfidbar  appears  to  be  about  6  miles  off.  Both  Iini-» 
with  extremely  serrated  lops,  rising  here  and  there  to  very  abrupt  peaks ;  the  sides  of  tin* 
distant  hills  appear  almost  perpendicular. 

At  3rd  mile  cross  the  bed  of  a  small  stream.  One  and  a  quarter  miles  beyond  pass  on  the 
left  hand  a  good-sized  village  called  Dam-i-Shahr,  and  a  second,  called  Nauband.  At  11th 
mile  enter  a  large  date  grove  with  the  village  of  Shahv4rin  the  centre  of  it.  The  village 
seems  very  fairly  prosperous,  out  of  the  grove,  and  on  to  the  bed  of  Minab  river,  with  th.» 
town  of  Min&b  on  the  far  side.  Depth  of  river  about  2'  and  breadth  about  100  yards,  when 
not  in   flood. 

The  Jcald  on  the  hill  above  the  town  is  in  a  dilapidated  state.  The  town  consists  of 
numbers  of  well  built  houses,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  mass  of  date  groves  and  fine  garden*. 
It  is  a  most  prosperous  place.    For  additional  details  vide  Minab. 


6.  Kalavi 


22 


109 


For    some    little  distance  the    road    pass's* 
between  some  low  sandstone  hills  on  the  left,  an<1 
the  date  grove  on  the  ri^ht;    it  then  cut*    int.. 
.  #  the  plain,   bearing  nearly    due  S. ;  about   bon- 

net much  cultivation,  the  plain  however  covered  with  caraelthorn  and  low  scrub.  At  5th  mile 
pass  through  the  bed  of  a  small  stream  without  any  water.  Country  very  flat,  and  the 
going  soft. 

At  10  a.  M.  halted  close  to  a  river  and  near  to  a  small  village  called  Chih  Kamhar.  CW* 
the  river  at  a  place  called  Ju  Mahallah,  a  small  village  of  3  or  4  houses.  On  the  hill  t<»i>, 
nearest  to  the  ford,  is  a  small  round  tower  in  ruins.  The  stream  is  broad,  but  not  dee},' 
This  stream  rises  in  the  Bashakird  hills,  and  winds  out  of  the  plain  to  the  sea!  The  rt»t  of 
the  way  the  ground  is  very  soft. 

7.  Gkb6 


••■ 


20 


129 


Road  across  a  very  bad  bit  of  ground,  general  lv 
soft,  and  in  some  places  deep.  At  3rd  mile  imt 
of  the  bad  ground  on  to  some  good  hard-ffcin-  at 
the  back  of  a  date  grove  and  along  5ie  b.*** 
of  some  small  hills.  At  6th  mile  KuhirfAk. 
i  At.  "?"  ,U  mouth  a  »roaU  stream,  called  Chalak 
After  leaving  this,  the  road  goes  along  the  sands  quite  close  to  the  sea ;  course  dne  8.  •  th* 
Arab  coast  to  be  seen  to  the  W.  and  S.W.  At  9 J  mile  cross  another  stream.  At  14th 'mile 
pass  a  village  in  the  sandhills  to  the  left,  about  a  mile  off  called  Ziarat.  The  road  still 
on  the  sands,  with  the  sea  about  100  yards  off.  Q6ru  is  a  mile  inland  amour  aandhilU 
Water  from  a  small  stream.    Population  400  or  fiOO.  a  Ma0n*  •**"*«1*- 
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Routs  No.  61— cnncld. 
Banddr  Jbbds  to  Ja.ikk  vii  A/*W£— concld. 


Staff?  or  baiting  place. 


DuTurcB,  ur  xilis. 


Inttnne- 
dial*. 


8.  Gas 


16 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


146 


For  about  2  mile*  follow  the  line  of  sand- 
hills. From  thin  point  out  on  to  an  open  plain 
with  lota  of  camel-thorn  and  low  scurb  all  about. 
At  the  3rd  mile  the  village  of  Tahrui ;  at  6  miles 
anol  her  village  called  Serik. 
On  the  left,  hills  of  fairish  height,  abont  3  miles  off.  On  the  right  a  succession 
of  date  groves,  and  the  sea  in  the  far  distance.  The  ground  all  about  soft-going.  A 
nurolwr  of  small  streams  full  of  muddy  water  to  be  passed.  Those  streams  are  evidently 
the  draining  of  the  hills  to  the  left.  None  of  them  of  any  importance.  At  11th  mile 
village  of  Kardar;  at  14th  theGaz  river,  a  deep,  swift-flowing  stream,  about  60  yards  across, 
4nd  running  about  6  miles  an  hour.  Very  often  impassable  for  days  together.  The 
v<l!«ge  of  Uas  is  about  2  miles  beyond  on  the  further  side.  It  only  contains  about 
2»*  huuse*. 


9.  KaKAT 


16 


161 


Through  a  small  date  grove  into  the  plain. 
The  road  in  places  very  bad.     At  4th  mile  Gawan. 
At  8  miles  cross  a  shallow  river  between   steep, 
high  banks  ;  bed  1G0  yards  broad.     At  10th  mile 
Zarahad,  and  at  13th  SakuL    Karat  is  a  Baluchi  village  of  20  houses. 


la  QATA9 


•  •• 


20i 


impduwahle  when  in  flood.    The 


181 J 


S.E.  for  about  a  mile  under  the  hills.  The 
ground  in  the  centre  of  the  plain  much  cut  up  by 
rains,  and  bad -going.  Pass  a  narrow,  but  deep, 
bed  of  a  stream,  with  but  little  water  in  it, 
plain,  although  soft  in  places,  generally  good-going  ;  some 
n*'»el-thorn  and  scrub  abont.  At  6th  mile  pass  the  village  of  Brfzg  on  the  right  hand, 
.•  *it  a  mile  off.  On  the  far  right  date  groves,  and  beyond  them  the  sea.  Sandstone  hills 
•  *•  the  left  hand,  about  half  a  mile  off.  At  8th  mile  low  hills  now  to  the  right  as  well 
«i>nthe  left.  At  12th  mile  Gawan,  and  at  14th  Mukhjangan,  beyond  which  the  plain  gets 
*»THly.  <#ru**  another  stream  with  very  deep  sides,  about  18  yards  across.  This  would 
•!«o  he  a  bad  spot  in  heavy  rains.  Followed  the  plain  to  Gatan.  Low,  sandstone  rocks 
i  every  direction.  Kuh  Mubarak  in  the  distance  nearly  due  S.  Gatan  has  about 
l<pt  houses. 


11.  GakgJx  (or  Gait* 

ats). 


20 


201} 


Across  the  plain  S.S.E.  to  get  out  of  a  line  of 
bad  treacherous  ground.  Mins  or  quicksands  being 
very  common  about  here.  At  13th  mile  pass  a 
small  river  bed  with  deep,  steep  sides.  At  18th 
inMW  of  the  same  description.  The  plain  near  to  the  hills  on  the  left  dotted  with  scrub 
and  better  going.  At  lC)th  mile  village  of  Kuh  Mubarak  in  among  some  small  hills.  Kuh 
Mubarak  bearing  W.N.W.  The  plain  now  entirely  sandy. 


12.  Jashk    Villagi 


23 


224.1 


The  road  over  the  same  sandy  plain,  with  but 
little  scrub  about,  makes  for  a  hill  E.N.E.,  4 
miles  distant  round  it,  and  on  in  the  same 
direction  passing  some  date  groves  and  through  a 
more  wooded  country,  chiefly  yaz  trees.  At  6th  mile  pass  a  river  called  Tabar  Kami, 
*l*Mii  1U0  yards  across.  This  river  on  the  direct  road  would  be  very  difficult  to  cross, 
etpeoallr  after  wet  weather.  Bearing  now  E.S.E.,  at  10th  mile,  a  small  river  bed  with 
Btr#*p  aide*,  another  nasty  spot  in  the  rains.  Ground  all  along  sandy,  with  slight  salt  incrus- 
tation. Pass  several  fine  date  groves.  Country  as  before,  for  nearly  8  miles,  up  to  the  village 
«*f  Jswhk.  From  the  sandhills  close  by,  the  telegraph  buildings  are  visible,  about  8  mtleo 
ij,  over  a  plain  and  through  sandhills. 
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Route  No.  52. 

Bandar  Abbas  to  Jashk  via  Minab. 


Authority. — Pblly. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DrSTAJTCl,  XV  MTLlf. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Sar-i-MubIrak  ... 

2.  BlRKA 

3.  HAjIIbId 

4.  MinXb 


m 

17* 
7 


24J 

42 

49 


Water  brackish  from  wells. 

Water  fresh  from  welk  and  ltiervoirs. 
Fresh  water  from  wells. 


Water  from  river. 

The  road  up  to  this  is  over  an  arid,  saline  plain, 
which  is  in  winter  occasionally  flooded,  and   is 
then  impassable  for  camels.    This  route  i*  called 
the  Barkah  route.    For  the  other  routes  between  these  places,  see  Routes  Nos.  55  to  57. 

From  Minab  there  is  a  road  to  Gulashgird,  on  the  Bandar  Abbas  and  Jvaraasn  roads, 
and  also  to  Rddbar. 


6.  'Arv  Mahallah 
6.  Ktjstax 


#•• 


14 

13} 


63 

76) 


River  of  fresh  water. 


Fresh  water  from  wells.    The  road  in  these 
two  stages  is  through   the  Minab  district.     A* 
far  as  'A  in  Mahallah,  it  is  through  cultivation  ; 
after  this  it  is  over  a  less  fertile  plain,  intersected  with  sandhills,  to  Ziarat. 


7.  GfaTj 


8.  SARfK 


9.  SxHKfoi 


10.  Gowiir 


•  •* 

17 

93} 

•  •• 

7 

100J 

••• 

24} 

125 

••• 

21 

146 

Fresh  water  from  wells.  Cross  Kustak,  Zia- 
rat, and  Guru  rivers. 

Fresh  water  from  wells.  The  road  is  through 
sandhills. 

Fresh  water  from  wells.  The  road  is  over  a 
dead  level,  about  3}  miles  from  the  sea.  Crosa 
Gaz  and  Hira  rivers. 


Brackish  water  from  wells.    Cross  Kara  and 
Brisk  rivers.    The  road  is  over  a  dead  level, 
about  3 J  miles  from   the  sea,  as  far  as  Brisk, 
where  it  turns  S.E.  and  loses  sight  of  the  sea  by  passing  behind  some  sandstone  cliffs. 


11.  BhirAkXh 


12.  Gavo^v 


13.  JXflHK 


•  •• 

21 

167 

•  •■ 

7 

174 

••• 

24) 

198) 

Fresh  water  from  wells.  Cross  Zangali  river. 
The  road  goes  for  a  couple  of  miles  up  the  bed  of 
the  Zangali  river,  then  gradually  ascends  over  a 
plateau,  and  thence  gently  descends  to  Shirdnan. 

Brackish  water  from  wells.  The  road  in  this 
stage  again  goes  down  to  the  sea. 


Fresh   water    from  wells.    Cross  Tarvakan, 
Bahunadi,  and  Jashk  rivers.    From  Ziarat   to 
this,  in  the  district  of  Bigab&n,  nine  rivers   are 
crossed,  coming  down  from  the  hilly  country  of 
Bashakird.    None  of  these  flows  throughout  the  year ;  some  have  large  pools   in  their  'beds 
even  in  the  lowest  season,  and  all  become  impassable  torrents  after  rain  in  the  upper  country. 
Compare  this  route  with  Route  No.  51* 
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Route  No.  53. 
Bandar  AbbXs  to  Kakman  via  Ahmadi  and  Saidabad. 
Authority.  — Gill. 


8Uf«  or  halting  placs. 


Description,  &cv 


1.  Liauv 


m 


17J 


left.    There  wai  at  first  no  vegetation,  but 


Started  from  Bandar  Abbas  at  1  p.m.  Over 
a  sandy  desert,  with  the  sea  on  the  right  hand, 
and  a  lofty  mountain  (called  Jabal  Ginnoh  on 
the  Admiralty  Charts),  some  7,(XXy  high  on  the 

n „  _  _-  we  presently  found  some  thorny  scrub,  and  then 

a  village  in  a  date  grove.    The  road  left  the  sea,  gradually,  bearing  away   towards  the  N.  ; 
tbenc*  to  Baghu ;  the  rond  is  over  a  stony  plain. 

Just  before  reaching  the  village,  a  good,  clear  stream  is  crossed.  Arrived  at  Bagha  at 
0-45  P.M.,  17  j  miles. 

Baghu  is  a  collection  of  huts  made  of  dried  date  palm  leaves.  The  date  gardens  are  ex- 
tent! re  ;  there  is  no  other  cultivation.  The  water  is  plentiful  and  good  from  a  stream.  Small 
quantities  of  milk,  egg*,  and  forage  procurable  ;  plenty  of  dates. 


%  Kh6sh  K£h 


33 


50} 


The  road  skirts  some  low  hills  between  it  and 
Jsbal  Ginnoh.  To  the  right  a  flat  plain  extends 
to  the  sea.  Road  over  a  stony  plain  with  scrubby 
thorns  and  babul  trees.  At  3  miles  6  furlongs 
a  considerable  stream  of  clear  bnt  salt  water  is  crossed.  The  road  is  now  abreast  of  the  end  of 
Jabal  Ginnoh  ;  and  a  wide  opening  discovers  a  valley  running  back  amongst  bare  hills  and 
mountains.  At  6  mites  5  furlongs  cross  the  wide,  dry  bed  of  a  watercourse ;  the  road  still  over  the 
•nine  stony  plain.  At  11  miles  4  furlongs  some  broken  ground,  the  road  here  turns  N.  to  gain 
the  crest  of  a  very  low  ridge,  from  which  another  plain  stretches  to  the  foot  of  a  huge 
mountain  called  Kiih-i-Naiyun  (Jabal  Shamfl  of  the  Admiralty  Charts).  These  mountain* 
4o  not 
almost  as 

to  the  W.f  ana  k  uiw  nine  oi  year,  iookb  green  iroui  mc  unoui  Dunnes  ana  scruo  mat  grow 
tolerably  plentifully.  Kala-i-rtazi,  called  also  Kalkazi  (15  miles  3  furlongs),  where  there  are 
extensive  date  gardens,  and  not  much  else,  besides  a  few  flat,  roofed,  mud  hovels. 

At  18  miles  0  furlongs  came  to  a  line  irrigation  stream  swiftly  running  with  'plenty  of 
clear  water,  but  slight Iv  bracki*h.  This  stream  waters  a  date  garden  called  Dozu  where 
there  is  a  very  small  village. 

Then  a  wide  stony  plain,  a  wide  dry  bed  of  a  watercourse,  another  irrigation  cut  at  19* 
miles  4  furlongs,  and  all  that  repeated  several  times  till  at  24 J  miles  the  village-  of  Takht 
i»  reached* 

This  is  a  large  flourishing  village ;  many  houses  of  mud  with  flat  roof ;  but  there 
•re  also  many  of  the  date  p?ilm  leaved  huts.  There  are  large  date  gardens  here,  and  some 
henna  is  grown  on  irrigated  ground. 

Hence  over  an  undulating  plain  gradually  approaching  the  Kub-i-Naiyiin.  The  plain 
tWre  become*  flat  and  swampy,  and  smells  miasmatic.  It  was  covered  with  very  low  tamarisk 
•crab  and  looked  green,  but  there  were  no  trees  till  we  reached  the  next  date  grove.  The 
village  of  Khush-ktih  is  a  large  and  rather  straggling  village  on  stony,  sloping  ground 
n*ar  the  foot  of  the  Kfih-i-Naiyun.  Many  of  the  houses  are  of  mud,  but  the  greater  part  of 
tb~m  are  date  palm  leaf  huts.  There  are  400  people  in  the  village.  The  cultivation  is  chiefly 
da***  and  henna*  bnt  there  is  also  a  little  wheat  and  barley.  The  water  is  good  and  plentiful. 
From  here  the  mountaineers  can  reach  the  summit  of  the  Kuh-i-Naiyun  in  half  a  day  by 
a  road  round  the  K.  base.  They  can  take  their  animals  up  to  the  top.  (Smith  estimates  the 
dJalanoe  from  here  to  Bandar  Abbas  at  49  miles). 


3.  MxIm-i-Tato 


••» 


21 


m 


The  road  stonv  and  flat  close  to  the  base  of 
the  Kuh-i-Naiyun.  There  are  here  extensive 
date  groves,  a  few  babul  and  tamarisk  shrubs, 
and  some  henna  ;  but  no  other  cultivation.    At 


ii 
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Route  No.  53 — contd. 
Bonffar  Abhas  to  Karmdi  vift  Ahmadi  and  Saidd'tdd — eont^. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distavci,  XV  KH.B«. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


4  miles  1  furlonsr  passed  a  few  huts  in  a  date  grove  with  a  water-mill  (called  hero  Asiab) 
reached  the  bed  of  the  Sulu  river  at  5  miles  4  furlong*.  Smith  estimates  the  distance  from  h»*rv 
to  Bandar  Abbas  at  57  miles.  Went  E.  for  about  a  mile  to  turn  the  base  of  a  spur  from  the  Kuh- 
i-Naiyun.  There  is  a  footpath  over  the  spur,  which  must  be  the  tradk  by  which  Smith  *\\  * 
he  scrambled  with  his  horses.  Turning  N.  the  road  enters  an  extensive  plain  surrounded  by 
high  mountains  with  an  open  valley  running  up  to  the  S.E.  The  road  is  up  a  vaJW 
that  lies  to  the  N.E.  This  plain  is  known  as  I)o-Tang  (the  two  passes),  because  the  two 
roads — one  from  Ahmadi,  and  one  from  Jirtif t — here  unite.  There  is  no  village  here,  nor  any 
of  this  name  ;  but  the  village  of  Sulu-Ghar  lay  about  \  a  mile  to  the  W.,and  another  vil1<«gi*, 
called  Knr,  lay  2  miles  E.  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  The  mountains  are  bare,  stevp, 
and  craggy,  and  are  chiefly  composed  of  sandstones  and  slaty  shales.  The  geology  seems  to 
be  much  the  same  as  that  of  Baluchistan.    Altitude  of  Do-Tang  427'. 

From  here  we  marched  due  N.  over  the  stony  plain.  The  mountains  are  utterly  ban*, 
and  a  few  wretched  babul,  her,  and  tamarisk  bushes  were  all  the  plain  produce.  At  10 
miles  4  furlongs  we  again  struck  the  stream.  It  is  here  a  wide,  rapid,  and  clear  stream 
rippling  over  a  stony  bed,  but  is  excessively  salt.  Horses  will  drink  it,  but  it  produces  intense 
thirst. 

At  16  miles  4  furlongs  entered  the  pass.  Thi*  is  called  Dah&na-i-T&ng.  The  bed  of 
tbe  stream  is  now  shut  in  by  huge,  steep  mountains  sloping  sheer  down  to  it  Near  thi-* 
point  a  small  spring  of  perfectly  sweet  water  comes  out  of  the  rocks  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  salt  stream.  The  rocks  here  are  chiefly  red  and  green  sandstones  veined  with  quartz  and 
shales.  The  people  say  that  there  is  always  water  in  both  stream  and  spring  even  at  the  end 
of  the  driest  summer.  The  stream  has,  in  many  places,  cut  its  way  through  a  deep  deposit 
of  clay  and  stones.     The  scenery  now  becomes  wild  and  savage. 

This  place  has  no  name  other  than  Mian-i-Tang  (the  middle  of  the  pass).  There 
was  no  fresh  water  here.     Altitude  815'. 


4.  Ahmadi 


39 


110J 


The  road  immediately  left  the  main  stream, 
which  comes  from  Ahmadi,  and  turned  up  a  narrow 
and  quite  dry  gorge.  The  precipices  seemed  to 
rise  sheer  up  and  overhang  the  road.  The  gortp* 
twisted  and  turned,  but  the  general  direction  was  N.  between  great  masses  of  bare  ruck, 
the  rond  was  rather  bad  occasionally,  being  strewn  with  great  stones  and  boulders,  but  must 
of  it  was  fair  enough  and  the  accent  easy,  though  rapid. 

At  4  mih*s  2  furlongs  the  road  became  bad  and  stony.  At  7 J  miles  we  came  to  a  spring 
of  sweet  water  on  the  right  bank.  There  had  been  up  to  this  a  good  many  pools  of  bittor 
water,  but  none  fresh  since  the  spring  passed  on  the  preceding  march. 

At  about  9  miles  (altitude  1.750')  the  vallev  became  a  little  more  open,  and  the 
hills  w«*re  not  so  steep  nor  so  high ;  the  scenery  was  bare  and  wild.  Every  now  and  then  to 
the  N.W.  a  huge  peak  of  l«ire  roek  was  visible  through  the  openings  between  the  hills. 
This  is  the  Kuh-i-Sih.  At  11  miles  i\  furlongs  the  vallev  again  closed  in,  the  bed  about  15 
yards  wide  with  steep  slopes  coining  right  down  to  it.  The  road  was  not  bad  nor  steep  till 
14  miles  4  furlong*  when  the  commencement  of  the  final  clamber  was  reached.  (Altitude, 
2.34s'.)  Soon  afterwards  there  wa*  a  magnificent  view  of  the  precipices  of  the  Kuh-i-Sih  cl»«*e 
to  us.  Reached  the  summit  of  the  pass  (2,710')  at  15  miles  4  furlongs.  Then  a  st«*»*p 
descent  of  about  35o'  brought  us  by  a  not  very  bad  road  to  a  spring  of  water  by  the  *ide 
of  the  (nick.  This  spot  is  called  Takht-i-Nadiri.  and  the  name  is  probably  applied  as  tnnch 
t<>  the  mountain  as  to  this  place.  There  is  no  village  or  hut  or  cultivation  of  any  kind 
whatever.     (Altitude,  2,367'.) 

At  19}  miles  again  struck  the  stream  we  had  left  when  we  started  this  morning — it 
vus  still  salt  and  bitter.  (Altitude,  2,205.')  At  20 J  miles  came  to  a  point  where  the 
river  divides  into  2  channels,  in  ho;h  of  which  there  is  water,  we  followed  the  W.  branch 
for  10   minutes,  then   left  it  on   our   left   (to  the  W.)  and    entered    a    dry    undulating 
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Bandar  Abba*  to  Karmdn  vift  Ahmadi  and  Saiddbdd — contd. 
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Description,  Ac. 


omntry.  If  arched  through  this  till  24  miles  when  an  open  plain,  about  a  mile  across  in 
ever}'  direction,  was  reached.  Up  to  this  point  the  road  was  good  and  flat.  Now  we 
wound  amongst  low  hills  of  bare  sandstone  till  2o£  miles,  when  we  again  reached  the 
plain  of  the  Ahmadi  river.  The  plain  is  here  about  a  mile  wide  with  a  good  many  date 
grove*,  and  tome  babul  and  tamarisk  shrubs.  From  here  a  high  mountain  to  the  N.N.  W. 
was  pointed  out  at  the  foot  of  which  Ahmadi  lies.  The  place  itself  is  hidden  by  the  spurs 
that  bound  the  valley  crowed  the  plain,  and  gained  the  river  at  27  miles  1  furlong.  The  water 
wilt  and  quite  unfit  for  man  or  beast.  Bounding  a  spur  we  followed  up  the  river  valley,  our 
course  trending  a  little  more  W.  At  29|  miles  reached  a  good  camping  ground  for  caravans 
with  plenty  of  grass,  babul  trees,  and  date  groves. 

At  -U  miles  6  furlongs  left  the  river,  which  was  coming  from  the  N.E.  Crossed  a  spur 
on  its  right  bank,  at  the  S.E.  end  of  which  were  some  palm  leaf  huts  amongst  date  palms. 
We  afterward*  regained  the  river  valley,  crossed  the  stream,  and  left  it  again — this  time  on 
the  other  hand. 

At  about  38  miles  came  to  an  irregular  stream  of  sweet  water  and  reached  the  fort 
of  Ahmadi  at  39  miles.    (Altitude,  3,015'.) 

At  Ahmadi  there  is  little  cultivation  except  dates.  There  are  a  few  grapes  grown  in  the 
garden*.  There  is  a  fort  into  which  we  were  not  permitted  entrance.  A  very  poor  ajwl  half 
tumbling  down  caravansarai  outside  it  gave  us  shelter.  Supplies  are  plentiful,  and  the  mutton 
i*  particularly  good.  The  water  also  is  good  and  plentiful.  Ahmadi,  is  under  the  Sheikh  of 
Bandar  Abbas ;  and  the  people  are  on  bad  terms  with  the  Luristanis. 


5.  Camp 


roller  shot 
i~  no  water 
Ahmadi. 

6.  Camp 
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Marched  up  the  valley  and  soon  entered  a  wide 
stony  plain.     (Abbott  went  by  a  different  road,  to 
the  N.  of  that  bv  which  I  marched.)     This  lasted 
till  3  miles  3  furlongs  where  we  entered  a  narrow 
in   by   hil  s    of   no  great  height.    A  few  tamarisk  trees  gave  shelter.    There 
here,   but   fuel   can   be  gathered.    No  habitations  or  cultivation  since  leaving 
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Continued  to  ascend  in  a  general  N.  direction 
till  about  3  miles  3  furlongs,  when  we  entered  an 
open  plateau,  bare  and  sandy,  without  a  tree  or 
bush,  Dounded  by  hills  of  no  great  height.  (Alti- 
tude 3,420'.)  The  plateau  is  apparently  quite  flat,  at  about  15}  miles  the  valley  closed  in,  and 
we  descended  gently  by  an  excellent  road.  We  continued  marching  without  variation  till  we 
rrached  the  fort  of  Nina  at  18  miles.  Here  is  a  fort  and  a  few  palm  leaf  huts,  date  groves, 
and  a  little  tobacco  cultivation.  The  water  is  good  and  there  is  a  fair  quantity.  No  supplies 
cvmiM  lie  obtained  except  a  small  quantity  of  grain.     (Altitude.  3,078'.) 

Fmm  Xi*A  the  road  was  quite  level,  except  for  one  or  two  very  slight  ascents  over  low  spurs. 
At  2>>  miles  2  furlongs  entered  a  rather  thick  tamarisk  jungle,  then  another  wide,  stony  plain, 
almoxt  lare.  No  water  at  our  camping  ground,  but  a  little  scrub  for  fuel.  (Altitude 
2,5rt0'.) 

20}  163}  Marched  over  a  wide  plain,  on  which  there  were 
no  trees.  At  6  miles  turned  more  northerly. 
Road  up  to  here  quite  level  and  good.  At  8 
miles  entered  a  little  gorge,  and  turned  N. 
Wiween  low  cliffs,  where  there  was  a  good  stream  of  very  salt  water.  Followed  up  this 
fur  3  miles  when  we  halted.  From  here  the  peak  of  Kiih-i-Khabr,  on  which  there 
a  little  snow,  bore  15°.  There  was  a  little  bit  of  bad  road  just  before  halting.  It  was  on 
th*  »ide  of  a  steep  slope  of  clay,  but  was  very  short,  and  could  easily  be  made  good  by  a  very 
frw  men  in  a  very  short  time.  In  the  valley  there  is  a  thick  growth  of  reeds  and  tamarisk. 
No  fresh  water  here,  and  none  since  leaving  NisA.    Then  N.  over  a  stony  plain  where  there  is 


7.  Daea  BioH 
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a  good  deal  of  tamarisk  and  shrub ;  the  plain  extending  a  mile  or  two  to  the  W.  At  13  milt* 
5  furlongs  there  is  a  mountain  road  to  the  W.  to  the  villxge  of  Lardigar  and  Hajfabad.  After 
this  we  b?gan  to  wind  about  amongst  low  hills  and  undulations,  bare  and  craggy  with  the  road 
rather  stony.  At  17  miles  2  furlongs  the  fort  and  village  of  Dara  Bagh  was  risible.  At 
}7  miles  4  furlongs  entered  a  clayey  plain,  where  there  was  a  good  deal  of  cultivation. 
Dara  Bagh  is  a  poor  hamlet  wirh  the  usual  grove  of  date  trees  and  a  small  amount  of 
c.itton  cultivation.  The  water  here  is  good  and  plentiful  from  wells.  Plenty  of  supplies 
for  a  small  party ;  eggs,  flour,  chickens,  hay,  and  grain.    (Altitude  2,860'.) 


8.  Camp 
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Marched  over  a  flat  plain,  where  there  were 
considerable  signs  of  cultivation,  and  a  good 
many  people  about ;  and  at  2j  miles  reached  the 
flourishing  village  of  Sultanab&d  with  a  mosque. 
Here  there  was  a  nice  looking  garden  enclosed  in  walls  with  dates,  tamarisk,  and  willow-tree*. 
Keith  Abbott's  route  joins  in  here.  He  crossed  our  road  and  marched  to  Kala-i-Nau  (the  new 
fort)  which  we  left  a  mile  or  two  to  our  left.  Continued  mw  march  to  a  place  called  Mazar- 
i-Pfr-Aghaib,  6}  miles.  This  is  the  Ziarat  of  Abbott.  Here  there  is  a  Ziarat  with  the  tomb 
of  an  Iraamzadah.  Mazar-i-Pir-Aghaib  lies  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  rock,  and  is  prettily  situated 
amongst  gardens  of  figs  and  dates.    The  building  has  a  blue  tile  roof. 

Kala-i-Nau  lay  a  mile  to  the  W.S.W.  off  the  road.  We  continued  our  march  over 
a  flat  plain.  The  valley  here  narrows,  being  cut  in  two  by  a  ridge  at  the  base  of  which  is 
Mazar-i-Pfr-Aghaib.  The  soil  is  of  clay,  and  there  is  a  good  amount  of  cultivation,  cattle, 
sheep,  and  gnats.    The  road  was  good  and  level. 

At  9  miles  reached  an  irrigation  stream  of  running,  sweet  water,  and  at  10  miles 
arrived  at  Dasht-o-bar.  This  is  the  Dasht-bir  of  Abbott  In  the  time  of  that  traveller 
there  were  only  some  huts  and  a  ruined  fort.  It  is  now  a  large  place  with  good  honsea 
and  forts  by  far  the  most  important  place  between  Bandar  Abbas  and  the  vicinity  of 
Saidabad.  It  is  in  a  plain  about  a  mile  wide,  bounded  on  the  N.  by  very  red  hills,  at 
the  foot  of  which  there  is  an  old  mined  fort.     (Altitude  3,080*.) 

From  here  marched  over  a  cultivated  plain,  13  miles,  when  we  passed  on  our  right 
a  tomb  amongst  some  trees  where  there  is  also  a  watermiU.  Soon  after  this  we  left  the 
cultivation,  and  entered  a  country  most  appropriately  called  Dasht-o-bar.  At  16  miles  the 
road  became  rather  stony.  At  18  mibs  (altitude  3,400')  came  to  an  irrigation  stream  with 
plenty  of  fresh  water,  and  following  it  up  for  3  miles.  Passed  no  houses  since  Dasht-o-bar. 
Here  the  water  was  clear  and  sweet.  There  were  some  rocks  and  a  good-sized  bibal  tree 
to  camp  under.    Fuel  can  be  gathered.     (Altitude  3,560'.) 


9.  Camp 
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Marched  6f  miles  over  one  of  the  bare, 
wide  plains  covered  with  scrub.  The  snowy 
peak  of  Kuh-i-Khabr  being  to  the  N.E.  Al 
8-30  (altitude,  4,100)  turned  through  little 
gorge  about  200  yards  wide  bounded  by  low  hills,  the  road  still  quite  level.  This  took  us  into 
another  wide  plain,  the  counterpart  of  all  the  others. 

At  10  miles  the  well  of  Kala-Anjir.     Here  the  water  is  sweet.    (Altitude,  4,610'.) 
The  country  now  is  rather  undulating,  the  geological  formation  still  of  the  same 
sandstones,  and  the  country  covered  with  the  usual  tufts  of  grass. 

.  At  14*  miles  (altitude  4,92'/).  At  15  miles  descended  slightly  into  another  open  plain 
(altitude  5,030').  At  17  miles  we  meandered  for  a  quarter  of  anhour  amongst  rocky,  loir 
hills.  These  did  not  last  long,  and  we  again  found  ourselves  in  another  immense  plain 
stretching  miles  to  the  W„  and  seeming  to  run  right  up  to  the  foot  of  the  Ktih-i-Knabr 
on  the  E.  Later  on  we  began  again  to  ascend  very  slightly,  and  the  plain  became  a 
flat  valley  about  a  mile  wide  shut  in  by  low  hills  about  40(V  high  on  both  sides.  At  24 
miles  the  valley  narrows.  Here  there  were  a  great  number  of  btnnah  trees  and  a  shrub 
called  locally  Pdddn.    We  now  ascended  gently ;  the  valley  closing  in,  and  bounded  by 
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rock*  and  crags.  At  26}  miles  reached  the  waterparting  (6,0k)1).  We  then  descended  a 
prmtely  similar  valley  to  that  ascended  bounded  by  low  hills  with  tufts  of  grass  and 
Umrh 

At  28  miles  camped  about  a  hundred  yards  or  so  to  the  right  of  the  road  under  an 
overhanging  rock.    No  water  here.    Altitude  5,890'. 


MX  DaSttTaJr 
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We  descended  a  valley  and  gradually  entered 
the  open  plain.  When  we  found  ourselves  in  a 
valley  some  3  or  4  miles  wide,  bounded  by  crag- 
gy hills  and  gradually  running  into  another 
immense  plain — no  trees  or  bushes— nothing  but  scrub  and  thorns.  The  snowy  flanks  of 
Kuh-i~tiugird  visible  in  front. 

Reached  the  well  of  Nau-Kacd  at  12  miles.  There  are  no  habitations  and  no  cultivation, 
none  of  which  has  been  seen  since  the  neighbourhood  of  Pasht-o-bar.  The  water  here  is  good. 
At  Xan-Kand  a  snowy  peak  bears  60°.  This  is  called  LAlazar.  The  range  seems  to  stretch 
from  Kiih-i-Gugird  to  mount  Lalazar.  At  Nau-Kand  there  are  a  few  scrubby  trees  which 
would  provide  foel.  Altitude  5,29o\  Before  reaching  Nau-Kand,  there  were  hills  at  no  great 
distance  running  down  on  the  K.  side  to  a  point  at  Nau-Kand,  beyond  which  an  immense  plain 
*t  retched  to  the  front  and  to  the  right  (K.  side)  many  miles  to  the  foot  of  the  hills,  the  outliers 
<if  a  snowy  range,  which  seems  to  connect  Kiih-i-Khabr  with  the  snowy  peaks  to  the  N.E. 
From  Xau-Kand  the  road  to  Daristan  lies  all  the  way  over  this  £reat  plain,  bounded  on  the 
W.  t>y  mountains,  at  first  many  miles  distant,  but  afterwards  coming  to  within  not  many  miles 
of  the  road.  The  road  is  at  first  over  a  mile  or  two  of  sand,  then  a  soft  clay  road  with  thorns 
and  flcnib.  At  23J  miles  the  village  of  Shila-Haidari  lies  about  3  or  4  miles  to  the  right.  Here 
the  mad  gets  gravelly.  At  30}  miles  Abbasabad  lies  half  a  mile  to  the  left  with  trees  and 
gardens.  At  81 J  miles  the  road  passes  through  Anurabad,  a  souare  fort  with  towers.  At 
this  point  another  fort  lies  2  or  3  miles  to  the  left.  Beyond  Abbasabad  there  is  on  the 
left  of  the  road  continuous  cultivation  to  Daristan  with  carefully  irrigated  fields.  To  the 
right  the  plain  is  uncultivated,  and  there  is  a  growth  of  tnfts  of  grass. 

Passing  several  rained  villages  Daristan  was  reached  at  33  miles.  This  place  is  close 
to  the  white  rock  mentioned  by  Abbott.  It  lies  on  the  plain  about  3  or  4  miles  distant 
from  the  mountains  on  the  right.  It  contains  40  houses.  Grapes,  figs,  apricots,  and 
pearlies  are  grown  in  the  gardens.  Cotton  is  cultivated,  but  the  chief  crops  are  wheat  and 
harlev.  Daristan  contains  40  houses.  The  water  is  good  and  plentiful.  Supplies  of  all  kinds 
abundant.    (Altitude  5,450'.) 


IL  SaidXbXd 
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Over  a  plain  where  there  is  much  cultivation  and 
vast  number  of  handt  wells.  8oon  after  leaving 
Daristan  there  are  niore  gardens  enclosed  in  walls, 
\  mile  to  the  left.  The  hills  on  the  left  again 
recede  from  the  road.  To  the  right  the  plain  is  uncultivated  and  extends  many  miles. 
At  SH  miles  arrive  at  Milikabad  with  walls  and  towers,  and  a  little  square  fort  on  the  left  of 
tb#  road.  At  4}  miles  Ozidabad  lay  a  little  to  the  right  with  walls  and  gardens.  At  (>}  miles 
pass  Ibrahiinib&d.  From  this  point  on  a  bearing  N.  25°  £.,  there  is  the  Ziarat  of  Shah-Firoz 
and  a  tomb,  3  or  4  miles  distant.  On  the  same  bearing  is  the  end  of  a  range  of  hills  that  runs 
2f.E.  and  circles  round  by  E.N.E.  and  E.,and  apparently  on  to  the  range  in  which  mount 
Khabr  is.  This  is  also  apparently  connected  with  the  other  snowy  range  seen  yesterday.  On 
the  left  the  mountains  run  down  to  a  point  6  or  7  miles  distant,  and  beyond  this  another  great 
plain  runs  up  many  miles  to  the  left.  At  7  miles  pass  a  ruined  village.  At  10}  miles  Kala 
Hang  bears  N.  4tf*  E„  \  a  mile  distant.  There  is  a  fort  here  and  a  tomb  with  a  blue  tiled 
roof, 

Ob  ths  map  plotted    from  Abbott's  route  Kali  Sang  is  placed  on  the  W.  side  of  the 
read  ;so  he  must  have  followed  a  different  track. 
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At  12  miles  Kamalabdd,  a  village  with  walled  gardens,  lies  abont  \  a  mile  to 
the  left.  At  14  miles,  the  village  of  Najafabad  with  walls  and  gardens.  The  road 
goes  through  this  village.  Hence  the  road  is  over  sandy,  uncultivated  ground.  Reached 
Saidabad  at  19  miles.  Saidabad  is  the  principal  town  in  the  Sirjan  district.  (Altitude 
of  Saidabad  5,490'). 


12.  SXadatIbXd 
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Over  a  plain  gradually  ascending.  Partly  culti- 
vated, many  parts  towards  the  end  stony.     Dis- 
tance 16  miles.     Lovett  states  that  there  are  loO 
houses.    Altitude  of  .caadatab4d   6,48u\     Prom 
Saadatabad  the  mountain  called  Kuh-i-Khun-i-Surkh  is  visible.      It  has  a  peculiar  jagged 
peak,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  recognised.     The  road    leads    directly    on  it,    and    is    nearly 


straight. 


13.  Khun-i-Subkh... 
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Over  a  plain  in  some  parts  stony.  Approaching 
the  mountains,  the  plain  becomes  gradually 
somewhat  undulating.  The  road  at  first  keeps  on 
the  crest  of  one  or  the  low  wave-like  ridge* 
thrown  out  from  the  mountain  chain  in  front.  At  8  miles  the  road  descends  some  15  or  20f 
into  the  dry  bed  of  a  watercourse,  where  it  becomes  rather  stony.  This  watercourse  is  now 
ascended,  but  the  ascent  is  easy  and  the  road  is  guod.  At  11 J  miles  a  stream,  with  irrigation 
channels,  is  reached.  There  was  some  cultivation  here.  At  12  miles  there  is  a  cave  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  stream  which  might  give  shelter  if  required.  The  road  is  now  fairly  in 
the  mountains  ;  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further  is  a  mud  hovel,  known  as  Bid-a-Khab. 
The  stream  is  still  ascended,  being  closely  shut  in  by  steep  hills.  In  the  bed  are  a  good 
many  trees.  Then  a  more  open  country  (somewhat  hilly)  amongst  the  mountains  is  reached. 
The  hills  are  gently  sloping,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  cultivation,  but  no  habitations  of  any 
kind.  At  19  miles  the  road  ascends  easily  amongst  hills,  but  is  very  good  for  travelling.  At 
21  miles  the  solitary  and  uninhabited  caravansarai  of  Sang-i-Tu  is  reached.  No  inhabitants 
here,  or  supplies  of  any  kind.  Fuel  can  be  gathered.  At  22  miles  gained  the  gudar  or  pass* 
The  pass  is  called  Gudar-i-Kuh-i-Khan-i-Surkh.  The  summit  of  the  pass  is  about  8,54& 
above  the  sea.  The  peak  is  about  4(>0  yards  distant  to  the  E.,  the  ascent  easy  all  the  way. 
The  road  now  descends  easily  amongst  gently  sloping  hills  following  generally  the  bed  of 
a  dry  watercourse  in  a  northerly  direction.  In  the  bed  of  the  watercourse  there  are  tufts  of 
grass,  bushes,  and  thorny  trees. 

From  the  bed  of  the  watercourse,  the  point  of  a  spur  on  the  right  is  rounded,  a  some- 
what large  valley  running  N.E.  and  S.W.  is  gained,  and  immediately  afterwards  th« 
caravansarai  of  Klum-i-Surkh  is  seen  a  little  in  front.  There  are  no  inhabitants  here,  nor 
supplies,  nor  forage  of  any  kind  whatever.  Some  fuel  c:»n  be  gathered  here.  The  water 
is  from  a  well  and  is  good.     (Altitude  of  the  caravansarai  8,12c.) 


14.  Mabbish 
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At  first  down  a  somewhat  narrow  valley  in 
a  general  direction  N.E.  by  £.  between  low 
hills.  At  3  miles  there  is  an  irrigation 
stream  with  plenty  of  water.  At  9{  miles 
there  is  water  near  the  road  and  a  good  deal  of 
tamarisk. 
At  10}  miles  the  valley  opens  a  little,  and  afterwards  a  wide  valley  opens  to  the  left,  run- 
nine  up  towards  the  N.W.  and  W.  At  14  miles  the  road  is  between  low  hills ;  there  m 
some  scrub  and  some  small  thorny  bushes.  The  road  now  leads  directly  on  the  W.  peak 
of  the  Kuh-i-Mashfsh.  This  mountain  is  a  long  one  with  several  peaks;  the  village  of 
Mashfsh  lies  to  the  E.  of  it.  The  road  still  continues  down  an  open  valley,  bounded  by 
low  hills  with  scrubby  thorns.    At  17  miles  reached  a  ruined  fort  known  as  If ohunak. 
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Route  No.  53 — cone  Id. 
Bandar  Allan  to  Karman  vifl.  Ahmadi  and  Saiddbdd — concld. 


Stagr  or  halting  place. 


DtmAWCM,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Th«»  valley  there  open*  out  into  a  wide  plain  where  there  is  a  good  deal  of  cultivation, 
rWfly  wheat.  At  19  miles  the  little  village  of  Pih-Darwish  lies  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the 
n$jht  of  the  road.  The  road  then  turns  due  E.f  and  leads  directly  to  the  village  of 
M.i«hish,  winch  is  risible  from  here.  The  road,  hence  gradually  descends  over  a  wide 
pNin.  At  22  miles  the  ruined  fort  of  Girang  near  some  good  water,  and  au  irrigation 
p'ream  with  cultivation.  At  30f  miles  reach  the  village  or  cluster  of  villages  of  Ma*hisu 
m  *n  open  plain.  Koad  very  good  all  the  way,  one  gentle,  even  descent.  (Altitude 
6710*.) 


15.  Akbaxajbad 


25} 


366 


Road  gradually  ascending  over  the  plain.  At 
1  mile  a  village  lies  a  little  to  the  left  or  the  road. 
At  2  miles  a  good  stream  of  water  is  crossed 
running  from  right  to  left  (E.  to  W.).  At 
4  mile*  enter  low  hills,  and  ascend  easily  till  6f  miles,  where  a  little  pass  leads  into  a  small 
plain;  this  is  about  a  couple  of  miles  wide,  and  is  crossed  in  a  N.E.  direction.  It  is  a 
barr  plain  with  a  few  tufts.  At  8}  miles  the  plain  is  left  by  another  small  pass,  and  then 
Our  road  is  amongst  low,  reeky  hills,  still  rising  steadily,  but  easily  to  the  first  crest  of  the 
Godar-i-God-i-dokhtar  (7,280'  above  the  level  of  the  sea),  then  rather  a  nasty,  stony  descent. 
The  bottom,  which  is  290'  below  the  crest,  is  reached  in  10  minutes,  and  another  10  minutes 
brought  us  by  a  rather  steep  climb  to  the  second  "  Gudar"  at  the  same  altitude  as  the  first. 
This  was  gained  at  9}  miles  then  down  a  narrow  and  rocky  defile  to  the  caravansarai  of 
Khin-i-kdh.  This  was  reached  at  11 J  miles.  (Altitude  6,570'.)  Hence  the  road  lends  down 
thedffile,  the  road  to  Baghin  branching  off  to  the  left  directly  beyond  the  caravansarai. 
At  13}  miles  an  immense  plain  is  reached  stretching  E.  and  W.,  to  a  vast  distance  and  to 
t<te  N.E.,  to  Akbarabad  and  Baghin,  the  former  of  which  is  visible  from  here,  11  miles 
di«tAnt.  At  17}  miles  a  long  line  of  handt  wells  is  reached,  stretching  away  up  and  down 
t  V  plain  as  far  as  can  be  seen.  (Altitude,  5.600'.)  At  19}  miles  another  similar  line  of 
tvnJts,  and  an  abandoned  fort  about  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  road.  The  plain  up 
to  this  is  utterly  bare,  there  is  not  a  tree  in  the  whole  of  it,  now  it  is  clothed  with  thorns 
and  tufts.  At  23  miles  cultivation  begins;  and  the  village  of  Baghin  lies  2  miles  to  the 
l»ft  at  the  base  of  a  mountain  which  runs  N.W.  and  S.E.  The  S.E.  end  of  this 
Uidtintain  is  close  to  the  village  and  a  little  to  the  N.  of  it.  At  24  miles  an  irrigation 
•trvam  of  fresh  water.  Hence  the  road  turns  sharp  round  to  the  E.  to  the  two  villages 
of  Akbarabad.  The  caravansarai  is  at  the  E.  one.  The  villages  of  Akbarabad  are 
«  fetched  places,  where  supplies  of  any  sort  are  with  difficulty  procured.  The  water  is  good — 
letter  than  at  Baghin.  The  caravansarai  also  is  well  built,  and  has  one  or  two  rooms  in  it 
thtt  an*  clean.  From  Mashish  to  Karmdn  the  halt  might  be  made  at  Baghin.  The  road 
w«fald  be  a  trifle  larger,  but  Baghin  is  a  large  village  with  Chaparkhana  and  supplies. 
(Altitude  5,6*0.') 


1C  Kami* 


13} 


379} 


The  march  was  over  a  bare,  sandy  plain  where 
the  going  was  generally  heavy,  any  progress 
rather  slower  than  usual.  On  the  left  is  a 
mountain  whose  base  is  about  a  mile  distant. 
This  is  the  end  of  the  mountain  above  Baghin.  The  road  is  now  skirting  the  E.  end.  To 
th«-  right  of  the  road,  the  plain  stretches  a  great  distance  to  high  mountains.  At  5  miles 
cultivation  begins,  and  there  is  a  good  irrigation  stream  of  clear  water.  Here  also 
t  -.«•  plain  of  Karman  begins  to  open  up  to  the  left  at  the  back  of  the  hill  we  have 
•kirbd,  the  road  still  over  heavy  sand.  At  9  miles,  a  well  from  which  Karman  is  first 
runble. 

Hew*  the  cultivation  is  continuous  to  Karman.     (Altitude  of  Karman  5,700*.)     For  an 
of  this  city  vide  Karman. 
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Route  No.  54. 

Bandab  Abbas  to  Lab. 


Authority. — Pelly, 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiBTurcm,  w  milii. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  Band-i-Ali 

2     B08TANA 

3.  Kazi 

4.  LatitIjw 

6.  Janou 

6.  KehuristAn      or 
Kahbistan. 

7.  BABKAH-I-SuLTiN 

8.  Takikhabch     ... 

9.  Jtrvtiit 

10.  TANO-f-DiLlK    ... 

11.  Sab-i-Tano 

12.  Aoa  Jamah 
13    Horm6z 

14.  bshadini 

15.  ChXk-i-Zanoi   ... 

16.  CilAHAB  Barkah 

17.  Tanq-i-Nau 

18.  Lab  ... 


Total. 


••• 


Description,  Ac. 


Hours. 


3 

9$ 

4 

W 

7 

t» 

6 

tt 

3 

ft 

8 

n 

5 

>t 

7 

tt 

8 

tt 

8 

tt 

3 

tt 

9 

w 

6 

»t 

9 

tt 

5 

tt 

5 

ft 

3 

tt 

3 

tt 

This  route  is  followed  by  earaTan*. 

Eft i mating  3  miles  to  the   hour,   the 

\  total  distance  would   be  at   leant  300 

miles  ;  but  from  the  map  it  would  not 

appear  to  be  more  than  150  miles. 


Route  No.  55. 

Bandar  Abbas  to  Minab  vid  Dih-i-Nau. 
Authority. — Pelly. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


1.  Dih-i-Nau 

2.  Jalas 


3.  Hasan  Sang!    ... 

4.  MiftXfi 


DlST&HCZ.  Of  MILIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


... 

171 

17J 

a  .  • 

14 

31i 

... 

14 

45| 

•  a. 

171 

63 

Description,  Ac. 


,    This  route  runs  parallel  with  the  Shamfl  road 
and  3  or  4  miles  S.  of  it. 


81 


Authority. — Pe  lly. 


Route  No.  56. 

Bandar  Abbas  to  MinXb  vid  Delgah. 


Rap  or  halting  plaet. 


L  Nakl-i-Khtoa 


2.  EHhRA 
DWALI 

IMibIb 


MI- 


mi 


••• 


»•» 


Diarxarci,  nr  xilss. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


31 

3} 

21 

24} 

21 

45} 

7 

62} 

Description,  &c* 


r    This  route  rune  from  3  to  4  miles  8,  of 
the  Dih-i-Nau  route. 


Route  No.  57- 

Bandar  AbbIs  to  MixXb  vid  Sh1m£l. 
Aulkorittf. — Pblly — Preecb. 


Staft  or  halting  plate. 


L  Bajtohak 
1  Tut 
1  KHtinsrfH 
4  Smut* 

&  GwiRBAJTD 
&  SlIlHTlB 

r.MuiB 


»•• 


... 


••• 


••• 


Description,  A* 


14 

7 

7 
174 

10} 
10} 

3} 


14 

21 

28 

45} 

66 

66} 

70 


This  is  the  northernmost  of  the  routes.    It 
chnp  to  the  lower    spur  of  the  hills,  and 
\  sends  off  many  branch  routes  into  the  interior. 

^JT"*  ^"if10? J'  NoE™  to  the  hill».  then 
E.  along  the  hills,  then  S.E.  to  Minab. 


Preooe,  however,  gives  the  following  stages  and  distances  :-* 


• 

Iax  Gin  (or  Kaia. 
i.Kizf). 

18 

18 

8h1x1l                  ... 

22 

40 

Gwaibajd             „, 

16 

66 

Mwii 

16 

71 

12 
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Route  No.  58. 

Bandar  Abbas  to  Siiiraz  by  Darab  a#d  1Tasa\ 


A  nth  ority. — J  ones  . 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAKCK,  IV  MILBB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  he. 


1.  Bade  and 


2.  Tashkuh 


&.  Fubg 


18 


18 


15 


18 


36 


51 


4.  KhaibabId 


5.  DabXb 


••• 


27 


9 


6.  TIng-i-DabakXn 


78 


87 


27 


The  road  is  over  a  bare,  open  plain.  Water 
is  obtained  from  wells  and  reservoirs.  Ro 
supplies  or  fuel. 

The  country  is  open,  but  bare ;  tbe  road  pauses 
a  gorge  near  village.  Water  is  obtained  from 
springs.  The  camp  is  in  a  desert  at  skirt  of 
the  bills.    Few  supplies  obtainable. 

The  road  is  through  an  open,  but  bare  and  stony, 
country.  Water  is  obtained  from  a  small 
stream.  The  camp  is  in  a  desert.  A  few 
supplies  obtainable. 

The  road  is  through  an  open,  arid,  and  stony 
country.  There  is  a  kandt  here  with  fine 
water  led  from  a  spring.  The  camp  is  in 
the  open  desert.  Supplies  here  procured  from 
the  neighbouring  town  of  Darab. 

The  road  goes  through  an  open,  arid,  and  stony 
country.  There  are  some  springs  uf  go<xl 
water  here.  The  camp  is  in  the  open  desert. 
Supplies  are  plentiful  here. 


114 


The  country  is  open  for  the  most  part;  a  few 
ridges  with  passes  over  them.  Hamlets  *>£ 
nomad  families  passed  en  route.  Water  is 
obtained    from    springs     led    through   kanttts. 

The  camp  is  in  an  open  desert.    Supplies  may  be  obtained  from    Fasa,   which  is  about  four 

hours'  distance. 


7.  Fas! 


8.  TXng-i-Kabim    ... 


12 


126 


18 


9.  SebvistXw 


21 


144 


165 


The  country  is  open,  and  the  road  good.  Water 
is  obtained  from  springs  by  kandts.  The  cauap 
is  in  the  open  desert.  Supplies  are  plentiful 
here,  and  animals  for  draught  obtainable. 
Fruits  tolerably  plentiful.    , 

The  country  is  open,  but  some  low  passes  are 
met  with.  Water  is  obtained  from  a  small 
stream.  The  camp  is  in  the  open  desert. 
Supplies  are  said  to  be  abundant  here. 


The  country  is  open  ;  there  is  a  tower  on  the 
road  at  about    7  miles.     Water  is  obtained  from 
spring*  and  kandts.    The  camp  is  in  the  open 
desert.    Servistan  abounds  in  garden  of  lime  and  orange  trees.    A  few  supplies  obtainable. 


10.  MahalA 


••• 


18 


183 


The  country  in  this  stage' is  open.  Water  is 
obtained  from  springs.  There  is  a  caravansarai 
here,  but  few  supplies  are  obtainable. 


$3 

-  t 

Houte  No.  58 — eon  id: 
Bandar  Abbot  to  Shirdz  br/  Bardb  and  Fasti — contd. 


Stag*  or  halting  place 


Dirmrci,  nr  mil«s. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1L  P6l.i-Fas£ 


12.  SHTftiS 


15 


19 


198 


217 


The  country  is  open,  and  the  road  goes  along 
the  borders  of  a  salt-lake  having  hills  on  the 
left  hand.  Water  from  springs  and  small 
stream.  The  camp  is  an  open  desert  nea» 
Supplies  procurable. 


bridge. 


These  distances  are  obviously  incorrect ;  for  it  is  at  least  120  miles  to  Furg. 
Probably  the  first  few  stages  have  been  omitted  in  the  original.     From 
Ptirg  to  Shiraz  the  distances  appear  correct. 


BANDAR  DlLAM. 

Lat.  30°  1'  50";  Long.  50°  1 2'  15". 

A  small  port  on  the  Persian  Gulf,  81  miles  N.W.  of  Bandar  llfg 
and  02  miles  from  Bushahr.  Though  once  a  Dutch  factory,  it  is  now  only 
a  small  trading  and  fishing  village.  The  harbour  is  only  suitable  for  boats* 
The  population  is  about  2,000,  and  but  for  ophthalmia  is   healthy   enough. 


Route  No.  59. 

Bandar  Dilam  to  B<jsuahb. 


AnHorify — B  ELL. 


Staff  or  halting  plaoc. 


DlSTAJICI,   IV   X11B1. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &c. 


1.  LULCTAIK 


15 


15 


Traverse  a  sandy  plain  by  a  haul  track.  At  2 
miles  the  plain,  being  subject  to  inundation,  be. 
comes  soft  and  sticky  for  about  5  miles.  At 
9  miles  pass  a  small  village.     At  11  miles  cross 

the  M  of    a  creek,  8'  deep  and  300'  wide,  usually  dry,  but  at  times  impassable.     Lulutaiu 

i»  a  wnall  village  with  a  little  cultivation  and  good  water  from  wells. 


2.  Kala'-i-Haidae 


25 


40 


Road,  a  good,  hard  track.  At  5  miles  pass 
throe  gosd  wells  near  village  of  Hrssar.  At  7 
miles,  a  garden  and  well,  then  over  the  broken 
undulating  country  skirting  the  Kiih-i-R.mg 
W  a  pood  track,  several  dry  creeks  to  be  crossed.  At  15  miles,  a  well.  Then  over  more 
irrr^alar  ground  and  one  or  two  creeks  till  within  2-or  3  miles  of  Kala'-i-Haidar,  when  it 
brtomea  more  even-  The  village  stands  on  a  low,  sandy  mound  near  the  shore.  Numerous 
«eU*t  excellent  crops,  and  a  few  supplies. 


84 


Route  No.  59— *0»W. 
Bandar  IHlam  to  Bushahr — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Pescription,  Jkc 


8.  ABASH 


••• 


Across  the  plain.  At  3  milea  Kanawar,  a 
village  among  date  trees.  Several  good  well*. 
At  6  miles  Imamzadah,  a  village  with  gardens 
and  wells.    After  which  a  dry  creek,  100  yards 

wide,  and  hanks  8'  high,  is  crossed  ;  then  a  barren  flat.    Arash  is  a  small  village  with  some 

shady  trees  and  wells  of  good  water. 


4.  Bid6 


5.  Mohbbzx 


•  •• 

13 

70 

••• 

16 

86 

Along  the  sea  shore.  At  3  miles  pass  Bandar 
Rig,  the  residence  of  Khan  Ali  Khan.  The  road 
now  strikes  inland  oyer  an  uncultivated  flat, 
which  again  becomes  tilled  within  2  or  3  miles 
of  Bidti,  a  small  Arab  village. 


Across  an  uncultivated  flat,  fording  at  4 
miles  a  muddy  creek.  At  10  miles  Mahatnali, 
a  village  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Shatt- 
beni-Lemine.  Then  up  stream  for  4  miles  by  the 
village  of  Majnun,  and  ford  the  river  between  the  villages  of  Kala  Sarhan  and  Askerri.  It 
is  here  100  yards  wide  and  3'  6*  deep,  sluggish  current  and  firm  bed.  The  country  bordering 
the  river  is  well  cultivated,  and  villages  are  numerous.    Mohrezi  is  a  village  on  the  left  bank. 


6.  Sfifr 


«•« 


At  Shif  there  is  on 


14 


100 


Cross  the  barren  flat  at  a  bearing  of  165*.  At 
7  miles  Kohak,  a  well  only  2'  or  3'  deep. 
Water  should  be  taken  here,  as  there  is  none  at 
Shif.  The  mud  flat,  which  has  now  to  be  crossed, 
would  be  impassable  after  heavy  rain, 
y  a  custora-house.  No  water  and  no  supplies.  Thence  by  land  it  is 
30  miles  to  Bushahr  by  the  mud  flat  skirting  the  bay,  while  oy  sea  it  is  \\  to  3  hours' 
voyage. 


Boute  No.  60. 

BaNDAJL  DfliM  TO  MuHAMMARAH  Vtd  IJlNDlXtf. 

Authority.—- Pelly. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  HlNDli* 


••• 


27 


27 


The  road  leads  over  a  plain,  salt  and  sandy 
towards  the  sea,  but  grassy  towards  the  bills  to 
Shaikh  Abdul  la,  about  8  miles.  At  6  miles  cms* 
a  ravine  filled  with  salt  water  ;  then  for  10  miles 
over  a  barren,  marshy  plain ;  then  the  remainder  over  a  plain  gradually  rising  towards 
the  S.,  and  sloping  to  the  foot  of  the  hills.  The  river  Hindian  is  crossed  just  before 
reaching  the  town  by  ferry. 


85 

Route  No.  60— tonid. 
Bandar  Dildm  to  Muhammarah  via  Hindidn—coniA, 


Sttg*  or  halting  plac*. 


Distajtcb,  iir  mxlm. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Detcription,  Ac. 


2.  Rlwdab  Majh6* 


25 


62 


7  honrs  N.W.  First  3  miles  over  a  plain 
with  grass  which,  however,  ceases  in  the  next  3 
miles ;  beyond  that  the  plain  falls,  and  is  again 
,  oovered  with  grass.  The  last  6  miles  are  over  a 
plain  of  dark  brown,  allnvial  deposit  with  very  little  grass.  In  spring,  rain-wat3r  is 
abundant  here,  bat  in  summer  there  is  only  a  little,  that  is  quite  Urackish,  in  wells, 
Supplies,  forage,  and  ftuJ  procurable  in  small  quantities. 


I  Abiwi  Hassajt 


lftj  miles,  when  reach 
procurable  at  stage. 

IDotlK 


18 


70 


f.  MftffAatMAXAH    ... 


Six  hours  W.    At  7$  miles  come  to  splendid 
plain  covered  with  grass  and  dotted  with  tents 
and  flocks  of  nomads,  over  which  road  continues 
for  4 J  miles.     Then  over  dry  and  sandy  plain   to 
canals,  the  first  water  on  this  stage.    Water,  fuel,  and  camelthora 


As  far  as  village  of  Jange*reh,  10  miles  over  a 
plain  crossing  the  Nahr-al-Jabar ;  at  6  miles  by  a 
ford  up  to  horse's  girths.  Thence  in  boat  by 
Janglreh  canal  (passing  villages  of  JElboneiin 
and  Kotasha)  and  then  by  the  Jaralu  and  Nahr- 
al-Falahia  rivers.  Supplies,  fuel,  water,  and 
forage  procurable  here.  Very  unhealthy.  The 
usual  way  of  going  between  these  places  is  by 
boat  down  the  Nahr-Hl-Falahia  and  Bahamishir. 
The  country  is  under  water  except  in  the  hot 
weather,  and  not  practicable  for  troops. 


•  •• 

20 

90 

•  •• 

40 

• 

130 

BARFARtfSH. 

Lat.  36°  60';  Long.  52°  61'. 

A  town  in  Mazandaran,  30  miles  W.  of  Sari,  98  miles  N.E.  of  Tihrfn, 
and  two  miles  from  the  banks  of  the  B6bal.  It  is  situated  in  the  midst  of 
flat  country,  about  12  miles  from  the  mountains,  and  a  like  distance  from  the 
seashore,  and  is  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  cultivation  of  rice,  sugar, 
and  cotton.  It  is  built  amidst  tall  forest  trees ;  and,  as  the  houses  are  small, 
and  stand  in  separate  groups,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  oneself  in  a  large  town, 
and  impossible  to  guess  its  extent  from  a  hasty  observation.  At  present 
it  is  said  to  contain  about  12,000  houses,  and  is  divided  into  32  quarters.  It 
possesses  16  or  17  "  madrasas,  "and  several  small  caravansarais,  besides 
those  adjoining  the  baz£rs. 

It  is  still  the  chief  commercial  town  of  Mazandardn^  from  which  the  others 
principally  derive  their  supplies,  and  from  which  the  productions  of  the 
country  are  exported  to  the  neighbouring  provinces.  The  trade  with  Russia 
passes  through  Mashad-i-Sar,  the  port  of  Barfarush,  where  there  is  a  custom- 
house. The  prosperity  of  this  town  appears  to  have  of  late  years  declined. 
The  streets,  which  in  Fraser's  time  were  broad  and  neat,  are  now  filthy, 
Lroken  up,  and  in  execrable  repair.      The  bazars,  which  are  described  by 
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Fraser  as  far  better  than  those  of  Isfahan,  now  exhibit  a  melancholy  contrast 
to  his  eulogium.  Only  part  is  roofed,  and  that  is  falling  to  decay.  From  the 
line  of  shops  branch  off  two  or  three  caravansarais,  chiefly  occupied  by  mer- 
chants of  whom  there  are  about  25  carrying  on  trade  with  Russia  and  th<* 
interior,  besides  about  100  other  petty  traders  who  are  mere  shopkeepers. 
Altogether  the  bazars  now  contain  from  500  to  600  shops.  Of  these  not  more 
than  200  are  well  supplied,  and  those  chiefly  with  articles  of  local  consumption 
and  manufacture,  while  a  few  are  furnished  with  British  and  Russian  goods. 
The  whole  bazar  at  present  extends  about  i  mile,  and  is  generally  pretty  well 
thronged. 


Route  No.  61. 

BaHFARUSH   TO   TlHftAN   BY    DaMAVAXD. 

Authority. — Ouseley — Morier. 


BUge  or  baiting  place. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Shiboah 


••• 


I  ]Gaduk 

4.     CABAVAN8ARAI-I- 

Dblichai. 


•  •• 


20 

20 

S3 

53 

17 

70 

The  road  passes  the  village  -of  Ktinhnabad  at  2  J 
mile  ;  and  at  3  J  mile  the  Babal  is  to  the  right. 
At  8th  mile  pins  another  village  just  before 
Shirgah  ;  ford  the  Tal  ,r.  The  road  is  through 
jungle,  and  is  very  bad. 


The  road  goes  through  a  naked  and  barren  coun- 
try.    At  6th  mile  en  ss  the  Namr  d,  which  i« 
usually  dry  ;  then  ascend  a  hill.     At  13  h  mile 
pass     Bngh-shih.     At  opposite   Sarband-lu,    IS 
miles,  come  to  theDelichai ;  and  at  17th  mile  the  sarai  of  this  name. 


6.  AlN-I-VABZAir 


••• 


6.  Damataito 


••• 


7.  TinRiK 


••* 


17 

87 

8 

95 

30 

125 

i 

The  ro:id  goes  over  hills  and  rocks,  and  is  very 
bad.  Theru  is  a  good  deal  of  cultivation  here, 
and  supplies  are  procurable.  Water  i  good. 
From  Aiu-i-varzun  a  road  goes  to  Pinizkuh. 

The  road  is  bad.     Pans  the  villages  of  Absurd, 
Takkin.  Ahrun,  and  Biduk. 
At  2nd  mile  pass  the  village  of  Gilard. 

At  3rd  mile  a  road  to  Damivand  turns  off  to  th* 
right ;  and  at  8th  mile  cross  a  small  river  running 
8.  At  10th  mile  the  village  of  Biiyin,  which 
can  be  mode  the  stage.  At  1 1th  mile  cross  a 
brook,  and  at  21st   mil*  cross   the  *)ajrud  by  a 


ford;  then  wind  among  hills  for  10  miles  with  a  long  ascent  from  the  river,    and  enter  the 
xilain  of  Tihran,  which  is  reached  in  G  miles.     Jajrud  is  usually  made  the  last  stage. 


plain 


BASHRCYA. 

Lat.  33°  50';  Long.  57°  16'. 

A  villas  of  800  houses  amidst  a  gool  d<  al  of  cultivation.    Water  good  from 
&  stream,  and  supplies  procurable. 
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Route  No.  62. 

BASHRtJYA  TO  BXjISTAN. 


Jmliorify.— MacGregor. 


flkage  or  halting  place. 


1.  GJLzv 


2.  Bajista* 


DlSXAYCB,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  4c. 


•■• 


49 
14 


49 
63 


The  road  is  level  over  plain,  partly  sand.    Vil- 
lage ;  water  and  supplies  procurable. 

The  road  is  good ;  crosses  Gudar-i-Marik.    Vil- 
laga  ;  water  ;  supplies. 


Route  No  63. 

BASHRtJYA  TO  KaIN  Vld  SlRlAX. 
Jnthorify. — MacG  RIGOR. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAVCB,  IS  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  Rubat-i-Sh6r    ... 

2.  Baghdada 

3.  Sihiah 

4.  Kaik 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


24 

24 

21 

45 

7 

52 

42 

P96 

Sarai  with  hauz. 


The  road  is  level,  over  a  low  pass, 
water;  supplies. 

The  road  is  good. 

Vide  Route  No.  397,  Tun  to  Kain. 


Village  ; 


Route  No.  64. 

BASHRtJYA.  TO  KARMiCT. 


A  nUorily. — MacGregor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Disrurci,  IV  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  Amis* 


2.  DtfABA 


... 


••• 


■•• 


3.  Zakayq^s 

4.  B6ju-i-Garm     ... 


14 

14 

21 

35 

21 

56 

17J 

73J 

Road  level,  over  plain.    Village,  with  water 
and  supplies. 

Road  level,  hills  on  right    Village,  with  water 
and  supplies. 

Road  level.    Village,  with  water  and  supplies. 
Road  level ;  water  bad  ;  no  supplies. 


88 

Route  No.  64>—cont<I. 
Bashruya  to  Karmdn — contd. 


• 

Dikaitcb,  nr  xileb. 

— : t 

Stage  or  baiting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

5.  Haiband          ... 

6.  Hauz-i-KhIk  ... 

7.  Chihalpai 

8.  Dabbavd          .m 

9.  LuyXb             ... 

10.  Hauz 

11.  G6dab-i-Khuba- 

s£ni. 

12.  Sab-i-AsiIb      ... 

13.  KabvXn 

24 

174 

24 
27 

27 

174 

21 

21 
24 

974 
115 

139 
166 

193 

2104 

2314 

2524 

2764 

The  road  is  good,  but  at  end  crosses  a  pass. 

Village,  with  water  and  supplies. 

Road  level,  over  desert  of  Lut.    Water ;  no 
supplies. 

Road  level,  over  desert  of  Lut.    Water  bad. 

Road  level,  over  desert  of  Lut    Sarai,  water, 
and  few  supplies. 

Road  level    Village,  with  water  and  supplies. 

Road  level,  though  waste.   Water  ;  no  supplies. 

Road  crosses  a  pass.    Village,  with  water  ;  no 
supplies. 

Road  good.    Village,  with  water  and  supplies. 
The  road  is  leveL 

Route  No.  65- 

BasbiUjya  to  TuRSHfz  (SultanabXd). 
Authority.— MacGregor. 


DlBTAJTCB,  XX  XTLI8. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  &e. 

1.  BajistXn 

2.  FakhrabXd       ... 

3.  Saudadi 

4  TuBsnfz        (Sul- 
tan £bad). 

38i 
21 

174 
24 

384 

591 

77 

101 

The  road  is  good  ;  goes  over  a  pass,  Gud&r- 
Anak.    Water  and  supplies  procurable. 

The  road  is  level.    Village  ;  water  and  supplies 
procurable. 

The  road  is  level  over  Icavir.    Water  and  sup* 
plies  procurable. 

The  road  is  level  throughout. 

Another   road    from 
Bashruya         is — 

Naigaxu           ... 
Faxhj-IbXd 

314 
42 

314 
73J 

The  road  is  level  over  a  plain.    Water  and  sup* 
plies  procurable. 

The  road  is  level  over  a.  plain.    Water  and 
supplies     procurable.    Thence    as    above,  ru., 
Saudadi,  174  i  Turshiz,  24—TotaL,  115  miles. 

WBMSB 


89 
BEHBAHAN. 

Lat  80°  34' ;  Long.  60°  25'. 

A  town  in  Pars,  128  miles  W.N.W.  of  Shir&z  situated  on  an  extensive 
plain.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  dilapidated  mud  wall  with  ftank  defences. 
The  town  is  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  contains  scarcely  4,000  inhabitants.  Its 
baz&r  is  small,  but  supplies  are  plentiful  and  cheap.  Water  from  a  tank 
and  a  stream.  Fuel  abundant.  It  is  the  residence  of  a  Governor,  and  there 
is  usually  a  regiment  with  a  few  guns  stationed  here.  The  plain  is  fertile 
and  well  watered,  and  lies  about  1,800'  above  the  sea. 


Route  No.  66. 

Bbhbahan  to  Bandar  DIlam. 


Authority. — B«LL. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Description,  Ac. 


ZkTttv  or  Cham  ... 


24 


24 


The  road,  30'  broad,  with  a  hard  surface  tra- 
verses the  plain  in  a  S.  direction.  At  3rd  mile 
country  becomes  undulating.  At  8J  mile  pass  an 
Imimzadah  and  a  well  of  good  water.  The  road 
now  winds  among  low,  barren  hills.  At  17th  mile  descend  by  a  very  narrow,  difficult  path 
into  the  plain.  Tnen  winding  through  low  undulations,  emerge  into  the  valley  of  the  Zaitun 
ur  HioduLn  river.  The  valley  has  a  pleasing  appearance,  being  dotted  with  villages  and  palm 
trees.    The  village  itself  is  surrounded  by  well  irrigated  land.    Population  300. 


Bajtdab  D/lXm 


••• 


24 


48 


Ford  the  river  about  3  miles  up  stream 
S.W.  of  Sardasht  village.  It  here  flows  in  3 
channels  over  a  bed  of  boulders.  Width  600 
yards,  deepest  part  3}'.    At  3rd  mile  from  the 

ford  enter  low  hills ;  path  generally  good,  but  some  difficult  inclines.    At  14th  mile  emerge 

from  the  hills  and  enter  a  plain  stretching  to  the  sea.    At  16th  mile  ruined  village  of  Daubai ; 

water  brackish.    At  22nd  mile  Thanub,  a  small  walled  enclosure  with  well.    Then  over  a 

muddy  flat  to  Bandar  Dflam,  a  seaport  village  of  200  inhabitants. 


Route  No.  67- 

Behbahan  to  BdsnAHR  via  Bandar  DIlam. 

» 

JuHority. — Pblly. 


tap  or  halting  pUce. 

Dinurci, 

IS  MIL  18. 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  Ziirfar 

15 

15 

Five  hours  S.    The  road  is  over  an  open  plain. 
There  is   a  small  rivulet    of  fresh  water  here. 
Grain  and   cattle   procurable.    The    distance  is 
considerably  underestimated,  vide  Route  No.  66. 

13 


90 


Route  No.  67 — eontd. 
Behbahdn  to  BusAdkr  via  Bandar  Dildm— contd. 


*  -     *• 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Dibtajtck,  ut  mxlbs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Jto. 


2.  LlBAYI 


3.  Bandab  Dfubc 

4.  HlSAR 


••• 


18 


83 


21 

12 


64 
66 


cultivation  for  3  miles  to  village  of  Laliti. 

to  Kala  Hisar,  where  there  are  four  wells  of  good  water. 


Six  hoars  S.  The  road  is  over  an  undulat- 
ing plain,  covered  with  mounds.  Water  good 
from  a  rivulet.  Some  grain  and  cattle  are  pro- 
curable here. 

Seven  hours  S.    The  road  is  over  a  plain. 

First  4  miles  over  a  barren,  sandy  plain,  impreg- 
nated with  salt,  then  for  a  mile  over  a  plain 
with  grass.  At  5th  mile  road  crosses  a  large  and 
deep  ravine;  beyond    which  it  passes  through 

Thence  over  a  plain,  broken  with  small  mounds, 


5.  KXid  Haidab 


18 


84 


The  road  at  starting  crosses  a  large  nullah  with 
salt  water  in  it,  which  has  to  be  forded,  and 
then  enters  a  basin  of  alluvial  deposit,  which  it 
crosses  to  a  ridge  of  sandstone,  after  passing 
which,  it  continues  over  a  very  broken  country  among  passes  of  rocks.  It  then  enters  an 
open  plain,  covered  at  first  with  some  grass,  brush-wood,  and  patches  of  cultivation ;  but 
further  on  bare  and  salt.  This  plain  continues  until  B&gh,  a  well  of  good  water,  is  reached. 
Beyond  this  the  road  continues  for  6  miles  over  very  broken  ground,  with  occasional  patches 
of  cultivation  and  a  ridge  of  rooks  to  the  W.  to  a  sandstone  range.  After  traversing  this 
the  road  passes  for  the  last  3  miles  through  an  open  country,  intersected  by  ravines. 


6.  Bakdab  Bio 


7.  Bti  Hillah 


15 


18 


99 


117 


Road  over  a  plain,  with  occasional  patches  of 
cultivation.  At  3rd  mile  pass  the  village  of 
Bakula,  and  at  about  7th  a  well  of  good  water. 


Boad  over  a  level,  uncultivated  plain.  At  9th 
mile  come  to  the  wells  of  Abughreb,  where  there 
is  good  water  and  cultivation,  and  at  13th  mile 
cross  large  ravine.  Encamp  on  desert  plain  by 
Ru  Hillah  river  here,  100  yards  broad,  with  a  current  of  2  miles  an  hour,  crossed  by  a  ford  up 
to  horses'  girths.  Water  from  river  slightly  brackish ;  some  supplies,  fuel,  forage,  and  cattle 
procurable. 


8.  Chahgadak 

9.  BtfSHAHB 


••• 


25 
15 


142 
158 


To  Ahmadi,  19.  miles,  over  a  level  plain.    After 
that,  see  route,  Shiraz  to  Bushahr. 


Route  No-  68. 

BEHBAHiN  TO  KtjMESHAH. 


Authority. — Wells. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Description.  Ac. 


From  Behbahan  to  Kumeshah  there  is  a  road,  the  stages  of  which  are  thus  given,— Deh- 
Dasht,  Sariab,  Saadat,  Chinar,  Sisakht,  Khoi  or  Khur,  Falat,  Nakneh,  Targhan,  Kumeshah. 


M 


Route  No.  68— cantd. 
Behbahdn  to  Kume&haA—Gontd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Description,  Jko. 


The  TOtd  is  said  to  be  tolerably  good  for  mules,  except  for  two  stages  near  Sisakht  which 
tie  bad.  The  people  met  with  are  fcohke  Lure,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  two  or  three 
stage*  into  Kamesnah.  The  country  traversed  is  inhabited  throughout  and  passable  in  ten 
days  in  winter,  bat  in  summer  you  can  go  in  one  day  from  Sisakht  to  Tesunj,  which  is 
the  summer  residence  of  the  Governor  of  Behbahan,  and  by  this  means  a  day  will  be 
eared. 

From  Kumeshah  to  Isfahan  is  3  stages  or  llfarsakhs,  the  last  from  Marg  being  only  3 
farsakk*. 


Route  No.  69- 

Behbahan  to  ShibXz. 


A  uMorify. — Pblltv 


Btafe  or  baiting  plaee. 


Description,  6c. 


1.  KHA»ABiJ> 


2.  DootfaTBAZXlT 


3.  BlBBT 


4.  Chalmitbjlh 


6.  CHor-Hr/SAivi 


1  Kol-i*M6*d 


7.  KalX-Mahajcad 
RazaKbix  ... 


n»  Shu i. 

9.  Znrfy 

10.  8huMx 


•  •• 

10J 

••• 

28 

■ 

•  •• 

28 

••• 

14 

•»• 

21 

•  •• 

21 

•  •• 

21 

••• 

14 

••• 

14 

••• 

Mi 

10i 

38J 

66i 

80i 

1014 

122| 

143J 
157* 
17H 

189 


Water  from  a  stream.  Trees,  willows,  and  gaz. 
Road  good. 

Water  from  a  stream.  Trees,  willows,  and 
gaz.  Road.  good.  Caravansarai  at  this 
stage. 

Water  from  a  stream.  Trees,  willows,  and  gaz. 
Road  good. 

Water  from  a  stream.  Trees,  willows,  and  gaz. 
Road  good. 

Water  from  a  stream.  Trees,  willows,  and  gaz. 
Has  a  water-mill.    Road  passable. 

Water  from  a  stream.  Road  passable.  Has  a 
caravansarai. 

Water  from  a  stream.    Willows.    Road  good. 

Water  from  springs.    Good  road.    Fruits. 

Water  from  springs  and  stream.  Fruits  and 
vines.    Road  good. 

Water  from  springs  and  stream.  Fruits  and 
vines.    Road  good. 


92 


Route  No.  70 

Be h bah an  to  Shustab. 


Authority  s — DeBode. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAWCB,  IIC   KILI8. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  KaI  Klfa 


74 


74 


The  road  lay  across  a  plain,  which  extends  from 
£.  to  W.  for  upwards  of  29  miles,  and  has 
a  black,  fertile  soil,  to  the  village  of  Kai  K&u*, 
74  miles  N.W.  of  Behbahan. 
About  34  mile  from  the  latter  place,  we  crossed  the  river  Kurdistan,  which  is  fordahle  at 
this  spot,  leaving  on  our  right,  a  little  up  the  stream,  the  village  of  Kaziui,  and  on  the  left 
the  villages  of  Horestan,  Kurdistan,  and  Husainab&l. 


2.  Baba-Ahmad 


Continuing  in  a  N.N.W.  direc 


24 


314 


Starting  at  a  quarter  past  6. 

At  half  past  7  we  came  to  an  old  sqnare  building 

in  the  form  of  a  Mussulman  Imamz&dah.     After 

we  had  crossed  a  low  range  of  calcareous  hills, 

we  reached  at  8  o'clock  the  village  of  Chahar-ru. 

tion,  at  9  a.m.  I  reached  Tasbun. 

(9  miles).    Here  there  is  a  spring  of  very  clear  water  where  sacred  fish  are  kept. 

We  now  moved  N.W.,  having  to  our  right  stupendous  mountains,  bearing  from  S.E. 
to  N.W.,  and  another  range  of  calcareous  hills  of  less  altitude,  in  a  parallel  line,  on  the 
left.  The  road  soon  became  very  rugged,  and  the  country  around  us  dreary  and  entirely 
devoid  of  vegetation.  We  crossed  the  dry  beds  of  several  mountain  streams,  and  arrived 
at  the  entrance  of  Tang-i-Saulak  at  noon  after  a  tedious  march  of  three  hours.  We 
entered  the  narrow  defile,  hemmed  in  between  lofty  rocks,  which  overhang  the  way.  A 
mountain  stream  flowed  below.  As  we  toiled  on  by  a  steep  accent,  among  loose  stones,  we 
tame  at  times  upon  an  old  pavement,  the  polisbed  stones  of  which  were  so  slippery  that  the 
horse  could  with  difficulty  advance.  The  path  soon  widened,  and  we  found  ourselves  in  a 
grove  of  oaks,  cypresses,  and  a  tree  peculiar  to  the  southern  parts  of  Persia,  called  the 
leuhndr. 

There  is  said  to  exist  a  communication  between  this  spot  and  Isfahan;  and,  though  the 
road  be  very  steep  and  rugged,  still,  to  judge  by  the  slippery  worn-out  pavement  above 
alluded  to,  it  formerly  mast  have  been  much  frequented. 

It  was  nearly  night  when  we  emerged  from  the  defiles  of  Tang-i-Siulak,  and  the  Imam- 
zadah  of  Baba- Ahmad  was  still  1 4  farsangs  (6  miles)  distant.  The  road  lay  through  an 
uneven  country. 

At  first  we  skirted  the  mountain  of  NanzAr,  and  proceeded,  after  having  rounded  it,  over 
uneven  ground,  muoh  resembling  that  which  we  had  passed  over  the  previous  day,  consisting 
chiefly  of  gypsum  hillocks,  entirely  destitute  of  habitations,  but  offering  here  and  there  pate  I  »•«» 
of  green  turf  and  brushwood,  specially  along  the  valley  of  a  mountain  stream  which 
we  crossed.  Baba- Ahmad  has  some  clear  springs,  and  is  surrounded  by  high  reeds  and 
grass. 


8.  SABfli 


324 


64 


The  road  now  winds  over  a  hilly  country  in 
a  N.W.  direction.     We  soon  crossed  the  river 
Moghar,     coming  from  Tang-i-Moghar,    and 
soon   after    another    river.     Both  are  greatly 
choked  up  with  bushes',  in  which  lions  are  said  to  hide  themselves  during  the  day. 

At  three  quarters  past  7,  crossed  another  mountain  stream.  At  9  an  ascent,  and  then  a 
steep  descent — the  country  much  broken  into  hill  and  dale.  At  quarter  past  9  th*  village  of 
Bul-fariz,  discernible  to  the  N.N.E.  At  half  past  9  crossed  the  river  of  Bul-faruu  At  a 
quarter  past  10  a.m.  turned  to  N.N.W.,  and  passed  by  the  remains  of  some  stone  walla.  At 
tnree  quarters  past  10  cross  two  rivulets— the  second  was  a  stream  of  some  size,  but  both  were 
overgrown  with  high  reeds  (kdmhh).  At  11  a.  m.  ascended  a  hill  and  went  along  a  high 
table-land  with  traces  of  cultivated  ground  and  former  habitations. 
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Route  No«  70 — contd. 
Behbahdn  to  Sh vstar—~ contd. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DiSTAVCK,  XV  MILES. 


Interne 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


At  a  quarter  past  11  a.  X.  crossed  a  stream  covered  with  reeds,  the  country  still  hilly,  and 
the  mountains  of  Nauzar  discernible  to  the  S.E.  At  noon  we  were  toiling  up  a  very 
**<x»p  and  craggy  ascent  winding  among  high  mountains,  which  commanded  it  on  the  right 
»ud  left. 

At  half  past  12,  from  the  summit  of  the  mountains  along  which  we  moved,  I  took  the 
direction  of  the  villages  of  Patak  and  Daltin,  lying  to  the  N.  on  the  plain  below.  Here 
the  hills  on  our  right  slope  gradually  into  the  plain,  having  the  Mangasht  mountains  behind 
them  covered  with  snow. 

At  three  quarters  past  1  P.  M.  we  came  down  on  the  plain  of  Patak  and  reached  the  village 
uf  new  Patak,  leaving  the  ruins  of  the  old  one  behind. 

At  three  quarters  past  2  p.  m.  we  crossed  the  river  of  Allar,  of  Ab-i-Talh,  a  considerable 
atreaci  running  from  K.  to  W.  between  high  banks. 

The  village  of  Dahin,  with  an  Im&inzidah,  was  left  on  the  right.  At  three  quarters 
put  3  P.  M.  we  arrived  at  Sarfla. 


4.  Kala*T6l 


26 


90 


At  7  a.  x.  I  resumed  my  journey,  and  at  7-30 
reached  the  river  of  Tazang  or  AlAi,  which, 
coming  from  the  E.  runs  in  a  broad  valley 
between  two  ranges  of  mountains. 
Forded  the  clear  waters  of  the  Tazang,  a  broad  and  noble  stream,  with  a  hard,  gravelly 
bottom.  A  fortified  Janaki  village  stands  on  its  right  bank,  and  another  surrounded  by  gar- 
den* on  it*  left. 

We  now  ascended  a  steep  bill  by  a  circuitous  oath,  and  entered  a  hilly  country. 
The  road  first  led  to  the  N.,  then  turned  to  the  E.,  the  general  bearing  being  by 
cumpa**  N.E. 

At  9  a.  M.  we  came  to  an  arched  gateway  called  Rahdar  Darwaza-i-gach. 
From  Bandar-  Darwaza-i-gach  the  fort  of  Mangasht  lies  due  E. 

After  a  tedious  march  of  2£  hours  over  the  high  and  uneven  country  of  the  Shara-gachi- 
cUrwaza,  we  began  the  steep  descent  into  the  plain,  leaving  Mangasht  to  the  S.E., 
thetittd  before  us  leading  due  N.  At  11  a.  m.  we  crossed  the  river  Tala,  oomiog 
from  the  valley  of  Manganon  on  the  8.S.E ,  and  in  half  an  hour  reached  the  ruins 
cif  Manjanfk.  At  1  P.  m.  crossed  the  Ab-i-Zard.  At  2  p.  m.  we  ascended  a  hill, 
mud  in  half  an  hour  came  down  on  the  plain  of  Kala  Till,  which  place  I  reached  at 
3  p.  M. 

*.  IUl-AxIb 


19 


109 


The  distance  from  Tal  to  Mai- Amfr  is,  by  esti- 
mate, b  far  gang  s  (19  miles).  The  road  is  cir- 
cuitous. A  narrow  and  difficult  pass  through 
the  mountains  shortens  the  way  by  about  a 
fttrsawy.  We  moved  about  1}  hours  N.E.,  across  a  plain,  having  to  the  right  a  high 
chain  of  mountains,  and  to  the  left  a  succession  of  lower  ridges.  On  the  roaa  we  passed 
dus*  to  a  burying  place  with  a  number  of  white  tomb-stones. 

We  next  entered  a  defile,  or  narrow  valley,  in  the  hills,  which  brought  us,  after  an  hoar's 
ride;  to  another  plain  called  Halagtin. 

We  forded  the  river  of  Halagtin,  otherwise  called  Shah-Rubin,  an  insignificant  stream  at 
this  seaaon  of  the  year  ;  and  turning  to  the  E.,  entered  on  the  great  plain  of  Mai-Amir. 
Fran  Mai* Amir  there  is  a  direct  road  to  Isfahan. 

A  Ilakhtiari  chief  gave  me  the  following  list  of  stages  along  this  road  by  which  the  gov- 
tronr  of  Isfahan  brought  with  him  across  the  mountains  two  6-pr.  field  guns  :«— 

Chahar-Deh  or  Kala-i-Madrasah,  Dehi-diz,  Ravar,  Helusad,  Annan,  Lurdagdn,  Faiat, 
Bcraftan,  Karl  or  Kumeshah,  and  thence  by  the  usual  road  to  Isfahan. 

Two  roads  lead  from  Mai-Amir  to  Shustar— the  first  over  Kali-Tul,  Taulah,  and 
Gdgifd,   the    second    straight  across    the    mountains,  joining   the   former   road 
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Route  No.  70— eonfd. 
Bchbahdn  to   SAistar — contd. 


Staff*  or  halting  place: 


Dutajtcx,  nr  kilzs. 


Inter- 
mediate. 


Totali 


Descrptien,  Ac. 


Khar-i-Shli  tur-Zar.    I  chose  the  latter,  because  it  enabled  me  to  gain  a  day,  and   at    the 
same  time  to  explore  an  unknown  part  of  the  country. 


6.  Camp 


11 


120 


I  left  camp  and  proceeded  by  the  plain  of  Mal- 
Amir  in  s  S.  direction  for  three-quarters  of  an 
hour;  and  then  turning  to  W.8.W.  by  W-., 
proceeded  in  that  direction  for  three-quarters 
of  an  hour  more.  At  the  end  of  this  time  reached  the  river  of  Shah-Rubin.  After  traversing 
a  hilly  country,  and  crossing  the  river  of  Daruv,  a  tributary  of  the  Karon,  we  struck  to  the 
S.W.,  and  camped  for  the  night. 


7.  KHiB-I-SHtiTfo- 

Zab. 


2D 


140 


We  started  at  a  quarter  past  6  a.m.  The  road 
led  W.,  over  very  steep  hills,  partly  ban*** 
partly  covered  with  oaks  and  the  kukndr.  An 
hour  brought  us  to  a  precipitous  descent  into  the 
valley  of  M urdahfil,  in  which  some  patches  of  ground  are  cultivated  by  the  Janakf  of  the  Arab- 
Gomish  tribe ;  the  rest  is  all  a  slaty  rock,  the  country  wild  and  mountainous.  At  9  we  reach- 
ed  another  valley,  with  some  springs  of  fresh  water  and  a  mineral  spring.  We  orossed  the 
Duruv  (likewise  called  Murdahfil)  several  times ;  its  water  is  brackish.  Two  hours  raorv 
brought  us  to  the  N.W,  extremity  of  this  chain,  at  the  foot  of  whieh  is  a  sulphurous  spring. 
The  Kiih  Asm&rf  is  distinguishable  from  the  surrounding  mountains  by  its  height  and  black 
colour,  being  almost  entirely  of  slate,  while  the  other  hills  are  calcareous.  .A  plain  bounded  at 
its  northern  extremity  by  a  snowy  range  of  mountains,  lay  on  our  right.  On  turning  the 
angle  of  Kuh-i-Asmarf,  we  entered  on  the  plain  of  Gtigird  ;  and,  advancing  in  a  S.W.  direc- 
tion, soon  arrived  at  some  ruined  buildings. 

The  road  leading  from  Taulah  joins  that  along  whieh  we  were  travelling,  at  the  foot  of 
some  gypsum  hills  at  the  extremity  of  the  plain,  which  is  about  7  miles  in  breadth.  These 
hills  are  not  steep,  and  are  the  eontinuation  of  the  Kuh-i-Gaoh,  Their  direction  is  from 
S.E.  to  K.W.  parallel  to  the  Asinarf  ridge.  We  cleared  these  hills  in  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  ;  forded  a  mountain  stream  full  of  reeds,  and  flowing  from  N.  to  S.  ana  camped  for 
the  night. 

Taulah  lies  22  miles  S.E.  from  Khar-i-Shiitdr-Zar,  and  the  river  Eardn,  a  day's  journey 
to  the  X. 


8.  Bixtavavd 


26 


166 


We  proceeded  at  first  due  W.,  and  then  K.W. 
The  snowy  summits  of  Mangasht  receded  to 
the  S.E.  An  hour's  journey  brought  us  to  the 
boundary  of  the  Janaki  country  and  Shustar. 
To  the  right  of  the  line  of  road  was  the  chain  of  Kuh-i-Gach,  and  to  the  left  Kdh-i-Siah. 
Behind  the  latter  range  dwell  the  Arabs  of  the  Mesi-Bani  tribe. 

After  3  hours'  march  from  Khar-i-Shutur-Zar,  we  left  on  our  right  a  road  which  leads  also 
E.  across  Kdh-i-Gach  to  Gugird ;  and  passing  the  cultivated  ground  of  Shakar-Ab,  we  forded 
the  river  8hur-Ab  several  times.  The  country  is  undulating.  Baitavand,  which  we  reached 
after  a  march  of  7  hours,  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  gypsum  hills,  and  is  surrounded  by  green 
fields  and  meadows,  through  which  runs  a  rivulet  coming  from  the  mountains  to  the  right r 
which  I  had  crossed  in  approaching  the  place.    The  water  is  brackish. 


9.  BflrtlTAA 


••• 


15 


181 


From  BaitAvand  to  Sbustar  is  a  distance 
of  4,fartana$.  For  the  first  hour  we  travelled 
S.W  by  W.,  through  cultivated  fields.  After 
crossing  the  river  Shur-j&h,  we  turned  to  the  W^ 
and  went  over  broken  hills  of  sandstone.  At  half  past  6  a.m.  the  bearing  of  the  road  was 
W.N.W.  5  it  retained  this  direction,  with  trifling  variations,  till  we  reached  Shustar.    Wo 


Route  No.  70 — concld. 
Behbahdn  to  Sh4star— concld. 


Stags  or  halting  pilot. 


Description,  Ao. 


ps#*ed  on  the  way  many  rained  villages  and  old  bands  or  dykes,  which  formerly  had  served 
to  form  reservoirs,  as  fresh  water  is  scarce  here.  The  country,  as  we  approached  Shustar, 
becomes  more  level  and  better  cultivated.  At  half  past  8  a.m.  the  plain  of  Arabistan  opened 
to  oar  view,  and  the  river  Karun  was  seen  issuing  from  the  hills  to  the  right,  and  taking  a 
S.S.W.  course  towards  Shtistar.  On  approaching  the  town,  the  road  passed  close  to  the  rained 
mosque  of  Pir-i-Shams-ud-dfn,  perchea  on  the  summit  of  a  steep  hill.  The  Imamz&dah  Sahib 
Zaznan  was  next  passed,  and  we  at  length  entered  Shtistar,  at  ll  a.m.,  from  the  E.  over  a 
low,  stone  bridge,  which  serves  as  a  band  to  distribute  the  waters  that  flow  from  the  Karun 
in  this  direction  into  various  channels  for  the  use  of  water-mills. 


BEYAZA. 

Lat.  33°  43' ;  Long.  65°. 

A  miserable  village  in  the  district  of  Biabanak,  containing  about  60  houses, 
and  purrounded  by  a  few  hundred  date  trees.  A  place  of  no  import- 
ance beyond  the  fact  that  several  desert  routes  meet  in  this  district  of 


Route  No.  71. 

Beyaza  to  Samnan. 


Antkorily. — MacGregor. 


DisvAYCStf  nr  mtlxs. 

Staff  or  kaltisf  place. 

Interne, 
dlate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ao. 

L  Fabakhi 
2.  Jjjtciax 

3L  PftfH-i-Guii     ... 

4.  Hcunr* 

6,  Char  8Htraur  „. 

*  SamxLx 

10 
10 
31 

106 
28 
31 

1 

10 
20 
61 

166 

184 
216 

Level  road  over  havir;  water  and  a  few  sup- 
plies.   Village  of  40  houses. 

Level  road  over  havir;  water  and  a  few  sup* 
plies.    Village  of  40  houses. 

Level   for  1  fanahh  ;  then  for  2 /or fair  A* 
among  hills ;  then  over  sand.    Water. 

Over  havir.    Water  and  supplies. 

Over  havir.    Water  and  supplies. 

This  route  is  a  good  deal  used  in  winter  bj 
camel  caravans. 

96 


Route  No.  72. 
Beyaza  to  Tabas. 


Authority. — MacG  rkgor. 

• 

DlHAVCS, 

,  IV  MILKS. 

Description,  Ad 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

1.  GaBXAH 

17 

17 

The  road  is  level ;  crosses  a  low  pass, 
Chogas;  village. 

6  a  Jar 

2.  Kntia 

17 

34 

Level ;  large  village. 

3.  HalwXk 

77 

111 

4.  Kavib     or  ChIh 
Mbh  Ji. 

63 

174 

6.  ChAh  Rio 

49 

223 

Water. 

6.  Chaiubdih 

21 

244 

Village. 

7.  Tabas 

14 

P250 

Authority.— MacGrhgor. 


AUf  6  or  baiting  place. 


Route  No.  73. 
Beyaza  to  Yazd. 


DlSTAJTCI,  XV  K1LKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


1,  HIjUbID 


28 


28 


S.  Leaving  Beyaza  the  road  goes  first 
S.W.  to  turn  the  Kuh  Srirkh;  then  S.E. 
between  hills,  and  is  very  good.  This  village 
is  situated  between  the  Kdh  Surkh  and  the 
8Mb  Kdli.  There  are  about  10  houses  in  it,  and  water  and  a  few  supplies  are  procur- 
able, 


2.  Zabiic 


3.  T6t 


32 


21 


60 


81 


The  road  is  over  sand ;  then  over  a  hard  plain 
with  the  Siah  Kuh  on  the  right.  Water ;  no 
supplies. 


S.W.  The  road  is  over  a  level  plain  with 
hills  on  both  sides.  There  is  a  village  hen* 
of  15  houses,  where  water  and  a  few  supplies  can 
be  got.  From  Tut  there  are  roads  to  Ardaktin, 
42  mi)**,  and  Kharanak,  63  miles,  with  no  villages.  Ten  miles  from  Tut  is  the  Gudar 
Hhiir  puss,  which  is  the  point  at  which  the  roads  split.  The  road  is  quite  level,  having 
tho   kuh  Dumbhaft  range  on  the  right,  and  none  on  the  left  near. 


4.  Yazd 


••• 


63 


134 


The  road  is  quite  level  and  good  all  the  way. 


»7 

BIABANAK. 
Fide  Beyaza. 

BIRJAND. 

Lat.  32°  52' ;  long.  59°  10'. 

The  capital  of  the  province  of  Kain  is  situated  under  a  range  of  low  hills 
on  the  northernmost  side  of  a  fertile  valley  running  E.  and  W.,  and  of 
which  the  southern  boundary  is  the  lofty  range  of  hills  known  as  the  Kuh- 
Bakran,  from  which  the  principal  supply  of  water  is  obtained  for  the  city 
by  four  large  handt*.  The  city  at  the  present  time  consists  of  about  8,000 
dome-roofed  mud-built  houses,  erected  on  the  sloping  ground  of  the  hills 
above  mentioned.  It  faces  to  the  8.,  and  has  a  frontage  of  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile.  It  is  not  surrounded  by  a  wall,  and  has  no  defences 
except  the  walled  enclosure  in  which  is  situated  the  residence  of  the  Amir, 
built  on  the  lowest  ground.  The  old  citadel,  built  on  rising  ground  at  the 
N.W.  corner  of  the  town,  is  in  ruins;  and  the  town  itself  is  completely 
commanded  from  any  of  the  low  hills  in  its  rear.  It  has  no  buildings  of 
any  importance,  but  possesses  6  caravansarais  and  some  20  shops;  and  the 
Amir  has  already  commenced  the  construction  of  a  grand  bazar.  The 
city  numbers  at  the  present  moment  some  15,000  inhabitants,  and  has, 
within  its  jurisdiction,  70  to  SO  villages.  The  town  is'  divided  into  two 
unequal  portions  by  the  broad  and  generally  dry  bed  of  a  watercourse  which 
drains  the  hills  to  the  N.  The  carpets,  for  which  the .  locality  has  long 
been  famous,  are  almost  eutirely  fabricated  in  the  village  of  Darakhsh,  about 
50  miles  to  the  N.E.  of  Birjand.  The  Amir  of  Kain  pays  no  fixed 
revenue  to  the  Shah,  but  supports  the  whole  expenditure  of  troops  and 
government  servants  located  in  his  province,  as  well  as  that  incurred  in  the 
government  of  Sis  tan.  He,  moreover,  transmits,  from  time  to  time,  presents 
io  money  and  kind  to  Tihran. 


Route  No.  74. 

Birjand  to  Bamp<jr. 


Atlloriiy — K  my  bib. 

Dututoi,  nr  muts. 

SUft  or  baiting  place 

Interme- 
diate. 

ToUl. 

Description,  Ac. 

*                 • 

NiBBAXDASr 
BlXBAXJLBiD 
fintXCHA                       ... 

'Bixrtx 

63 
126 

35 
350 

63 
189 
224 
574 

•                                                                        - 

f  Six  stages  without  water. 

• 

Twelve  stages  through  a  waste  with  jangle.  • 

The  above  route  is  only  inserted  to  show  that  one  way  of  "going  to  Bampur 
isnrf  Sfstin.     Sihkuha  is  a  village  in  Sistan,  about  20  miles  S.  of  Nasirabad. 


An  account  of  the  roads  to  Sistan  is  given  in  lioutcs  Nos.  82  and  83. 


14 


76. 

>  ~  Aftas  mi  Amabdaba. 


Description,  Ac. 


~t      St»  Ifrute  No.  78,  Birjand  to  Herft). 

^     ?S*  read  is  good,  and  crosses  an  easy  pass, 
W^ter  here,  bat  no  supplies. 

i     !V  road  is  level  over  waste.    Good  water  here 
well,  but  no  supplies. 


::$  P>«  road  is  good,  and  crosses  the  Gudar-i-8habiak 
pass  half-way,  which  is  easy.  Here  is  a  large 
w*U  of  good  water,  but  no  supplies* 

V    The  road  is  level,  over  a  waste.    Here  is  water, 
bat  no  supplies. 

^  ;  IV?  road  is  level,  over  a  waste.  Village  with 
water  and  supplies. 

'.t^>  TW  road  is  level  over  a  waste.  Here  is  water, 
bat  no  supplies. 

VS>.   rbe  road  is  level  over  a  waste.    A  town. 


Xuitte  No.  76. 

*.>.»  v  FaJtAH  via  DtjBtJH. 


Description,  Ac 


i 

^    vSsa  Route  No.  82,  Birjand  to  Sfet&u 

«*   i 

^      The  road  is    level,  between  hills.    There 
Vr*  a  village  with  bad  water  and  a  lew  suppli 

3$      The    road    goes  over  a  rather  difficult 
TWre  is  water  here,  but  no  supplies. 

m^  Tta  road  goes  over  the  Gudar-i-Misham,  (4,900') 
wtah  is  difficult.  There  is  a  village  here,  with 
water  and  supplies. 


99 


Route  No.  16—eonti. 
Birjand  to  Fatah  vii  D£r4A—conbi. 


Or  instead  of  the  above :— •» 


&  HnigARJP 


6.  DtilUH 


7.  Maujax 


••• 


••• 


•■• 


aHaiiT 


••• 


9.  KaLAH-I-K6h      ... 


10.  FiaiH 


••• 


14 


85 


150 


185 


Description,  Ac. 


10} 

76} 

21 

97} 

171 

115 

21 

136 

The  road  crosses  a  pass,  GudarGazdfs,and  is  easy. 
Here  is  a  Tillage,  with  bad  water  and  no  supplies. 

The  road  is  bad,  over  hills,  and  crosses  the 
GudAr-i-Kala  Sangi,  which  is  difficult 

The  road  is  bad,  crossing  the  Gudar-i-Durd. 
This  stage  is  difficult  for  camels.  A  spring  of 
water  here,  bat  no  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  and  good.  At  Ifarsangg  pass 
the  well  of  Chah-i-Sajak,  where  there  is  water. 
Water  at  stage  from  river  bed,  but  do  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  and  good.  Here  is  a  village 
with  water  and  supplies. 

The  road  is  level,  over  waste.  Pass  a  well  at 
bfarsangt.    A  town. 


Or  instead  by  the  following  stages : — 


L  Dih-Nau 

2.  Sak-i-bishah 

3.  Dcb6h 

4.  Camp  m  Ravuti... 
5  Kalah-i-K6h 
I  Faeah 


••• 

17} 

17* 

... 

17} 

85 

«  .» 

35 

70 

»•• 

63 

133 

•  a  • 

14 

147 

... 

42 

189 

Through  Daaht-i-Nauuifd. 


Route  No.  77. 

Birjand  to  Farah  vid  Dtf&tjH. 
Authority. — Stewart. 


DeacriptioD,  Ae. 


L  LSFAIAB 


••• 


26 


26 


Up  the  Birjand  valley  by  a  good  road  to  Bu jd 
(7  miles),  a  flourishing  village  with  much  cultiva. 
tion.     Pass  over  a  lignt  rise,  and  then    across  a 
i  plain.   At  11th  mile  reach  a  fine  reservoir,  about 

1  niW  to  the  left  of  AMhad.  At  21st  mile  pass  close  to  a  range  of  hills  where  there  is  a 
(print;,  known  as  the  Sar-i-Chasliina.  At  23}  mile  Babuk,  at  26th  Tanak,  and  at  26th  Isfazir, 
vhere  there  is  a  small  fort.    The  whole  road  is  passable  for  guns. 


100 


Route  Jyo.  77 ~*-contd.~ 
Birjand  to  Farah  vift  Duruh — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DisxAjrcB.  ur  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


2.  F6bk 


21 


road  then  rapid!  v  descends, 
-would  have  to  be  made  for 
small  village  of  Doshingan, 
mass  of  orchards.  At  21st 
the  pass  to  Furk  through  a 
easy  to  force  as  the  hills  on 
Route  No.-  78. 

w.    X  ABAS  « . . 


47 


The   road,  after  leaving   Isfazar,  pauses    for 

2  miles  over  a  plain,  and  then  enters  the  Momin- 

dbad  or  Mainabad  range  of  mountains,  which  am 

crossed  by  theGudar  Darmian  pass  (7.0UO').   The 

For  J  a  mile  on  each  side  of  the  kotal,  the  road  is   very   bad   and 

guns,  but  the  rest  is   quite  practicable.     At  14th  mile  pa*s  the 

and  at  19th  the  flourishing    village   of  Da  mi  an,  which   is  one 

mile  the  fort  and  village  of  Turk.    The  road  from   the  crest   of 

narrow   gorge  commanded  by  the    fort.     This  pass  wonld   bo 

each  side  could  be  crowned.     The  road  so  far  is  also  described  in 


17 


64 


4.  Rezah 


13 


77 


The  road  leaves  the  pass,  and  enters  on  a  plain 
for  17  miles  (at   7th  mile  prtw  a  fine    reservoir), 
when  reach  the   fort  of    Tabas  Sunikhaua,  a 
strong  fort  on  an  artificial  mound.    There  is  much  corn  annually  ground  here. 

Over  a  fertile  plain  with  many  villages.  At 
2nd  mile  pass  Aliabad,  and  at.  3rd  Mahamadabad. 
At  7th  reach  the  village  of  Dashtgfrd.  Here  the 
road  turn 8  the  hills  on  the  left,  and  at  9th  mile 
enters  them.  It  is  here  very  bad  and  quite  impassable  for  guns.  (There  is  a  better  but  much 
longer  road).  At  13th  mile  reach  Rezah ;  orchards,  cultivation,  and  water.  From  Rezah  there 
is  a  road  to  Anardara. 


6.  DtJBtiH 


30 


107 


For  6  miles  over  a  plain,  when  the  road  enters 
the  bed  of  a  considerable  river,  which  in  summer 
is  dry.  At  8th  mile  turn  out  of  this  river  bed  and 
enter  that  of  a  feeder ;  then  over  some  low,  rolling 
hills.  At  16th  mile  pass  the  wretched  village  of  Makhunak.  The  road  then  follows  the  dry 
bed  of  a  wide  river  for  6  miles ;  then  pass  through  a  little  cultivation  at  a  place  called  Bagn 
Sang.  At  30th  mile  reach  Duruh,  a  frontier  town  with  much  cultivation  and  over  2,000 
inhabitants. 


6-10.  Farah 


109 


216 


From  Duruh  caravans  go  to  Farah  by  5  easy 
stages,  or  by  the  stages  mentioned  in  Route  No.  76w 


Route  No.  78. 

Birjand  to  Herat  via  YAZDtjtf. 
Authority. — MacGregor. 


DlBTjUICB, 

nr  miles. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 

• 

1.   ISFAZAR                     ... 

27 

27 

Seven  miles  to  Bujd.      Picturesque   village 
built  on  the  side  of  a  low  ridge,  which  runs  down 
the  centre  of  the  valley  of  Birjand,  and  ikmmss* 
ing  a  large  radius  of  cultivation  and  a  plentiful 

101 

Bouts  No.  78-~contd.  ' 
Birjand  to  Herdt  vik  Yazdin — contcf. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiWMjrc*.  I2C  MILE*. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description*  4c 


n^pply  of  water.  Thence  the  road,  after  crossing  the  above-mentioned  ridge,  traverses  a* 
lurl.  gravelly  plain,  which  forms  the  bed  of  the  valley,  draining  to  Birjand.  The  road  is 
quite  practicable  for  artillery,  and  there  are  several  "  db-ambars  "  or  reservoirs  on  it.  Several 
vill-i^e*  are  passed  at  the  end  of  the  stage,  viz.,  that  of  Babuk  or  Buliik  at  24th  mile,  Hasan- 
ahad  at  24}  mile, and  Tanaka  at  25  J  mile,  after  which,  passing  through  some  fields,  and  getting 
cm  to  higher  ground,  Lsfazar  comes  into  sight.  It  consists  of  some  houses  inside  a  fortlet 
filed  in  a  commanding  position,  and  a  few  outside.  The  fort  is  not  commanded,  an<T 
it*  walls  are  high,  bo  that  it  would  be  a  difficult  plac3  to  take  if  only  infantry  were 
employed.  There  are  direct  roads  from  lsfazar  to  Sar-i-Bishah  and  Bum  on  the  Sistan 
road. 


2.  Yt%Q  ...  24  51        From  lsfazar  the  road  ascends  gradually  for 

about  5  miles,  when  there  is  a  sharp  little  as- 
cent to  the  top  of  a  pass,  over  the  main  range  of 
the  Mainabad  ridge,  itself  a  continuation  of  the 
Sainand  Shahi  range.  From  the  top  of  this 
pass,  which  is  called  the  Gudar-i-Darmian,  there 
i«  a  fine  view  of  high  hills, — to  the  N.E.  theGazfk  Kiih  range,  and  to  the  S.W.  the  Bagiran. 
The  road  then  descends  rather  steeply  into  the  head  of  the  Darminn  valley  or  glen;  but 
neither  the  ascnt  nor  descent  of  this  pass  is  very  difficult,  and  b(^h  could  easily  be  made 
practicable  for  guns.  A  short  distance  on  a  stream  of  water  is  reached,  and  the  path  goes 
•lung  it  the  whole  way  into  Darmian.  The  road  so  far  is  also  described  in  Route  No.  77.  This 
U  a  considerable  village  of  about  200  houses  in  the  midst  of  a  perfect  garden  of  luxuriant 
cultivation,  which  extends  over  every  inch  of  cultivable  ground  in  the  glen,  which,  however  r 
is  only  about  500  or  600  yards  broad,  and  continuing  down  it  for  three  miles  further  when  it 
join*  that  of  the  village  of  Furg.  This  latter  has  a  considerable  name  ?n  these  parts  as  a 
pUre  of  strength  which  is  not  altogether  undeserved.  It  is  situated  on  a  hill  about  200  or, 
&">«»'  high,  but  is  commanded  by  other  hills  to  the  N.W.  and  S.  The  fort  is  supplied  with  three 
laxij?  tanks  of  water,  said  to  be  sufficient  for  a  large  garrison  for  a  year  and  a  half. 
There  are  large  granaries  here,  estimated  as  capable  of  affording  storage  for  rations  for 
3u**)  men  for  one  month.  There  is  also  a  good  supply  of  donkeys,  but  there  is  no  other 
means  of  transport. 


8.  Gizfc  ...  20  71       From  Furg  to  Gazfk  the  road  first  goes  over  a 

plain  for  8  miles,  then  over  an  uneven  sort 
of  range  for  another  8,  and  then  a  low,  but 
steep  pass  is  ascended,  and  Gazfk  is  at  your 
feet,  a  patch  of  green  in  the  midst  of  brown, 
rugged  hills.  It  is  the  frontier  village  of  Khur- 
rlff&n  on  this  road,  and  is  situated  in  an  amphitheatre,  about  2  miles  in  diameter,  surrounded, 
on  all  sides  bat  the  S.S.E.  by  hills.  The  village  has  3'X)  houses  and  a  strongish  little  fort 
on  a  mound  in  the  centre.  There  is  good  water  in  abundance,  and  supplier  are  plentiful. 
From  hire  ther*  are  three  roads  to  Herat.  The  first  E.S.E.  to  Anardara,  which  is  about 
S>'|  aides  off,  the  longest  by  four  days'  march.  The  second  goes  to  Sabzawar,  115  miles 
duUnt,  lint  baa  little  water  and  no  villages.  The  third  is  the  direct  road,  and  hag  water 
at  ill  ttages. 

From  Gazfk  the  direct  road  leads  straight  over  the  hill,  while  the  longer,  but  level,  road 
p**"**  by  Awaz,  leaving  that  village  a  little  to  the  right  :  thence  it  inters  the  hills  which 
*f*  quite  easy  and  open,  by  a  miniature  defile  called  the  Dahan  Awaz,  for  3  miles,  whence 
it  nn*rg*"t  and  goes  over  easy,  open  hills  for  1  mile  ;  then  over  spurs  from  the  range  to  the 
\-t*  in  a  direction  of  30°  for  3  miles,  to  an  easy  pass  over  the  main  range.  It  then  descends 
into  the  bed  of  a  stream  in  which  it  continues  tor    J  a  mile,  and  then  over  a  vast,  barren, 


loa 


Route  No.  78 — eoncld. 
Sir/and  to  Herat  viA  Yazdun — eoncld. 


Stage  or  halting  plaoa. 


Description,  Ae» 


4.  Bfoj-GtfLWUSDi.,.. 


I 


&  8h6bXb 


••• 


16 


20 


86    stony,  and  desolate  plain,  in  a  direction  of  70  or 
75°. 

Btirj-Gtilwurda  is  simply  a  tower  erected  in  a 
low  ridge  which  runs  across  the  plain  near  a  pool 
of  bad  water. 


106 


The  road  continues  across  an  open,  level  plain, 
partly  covered  with  sand,  in  a  direction  of  30° 
tor  the  first  8  miles  ;  then  20°  to  the  12th 
mile,  when,  ascending  slightly  over  undulating?, 
billy  grounds,  the  spring  of  Shtirab  is  reached  at  the  20th  mile.  The  water  here  is  brackish, 
but  quite  drinkable. 

The  road  passes  over  at  first  undulating,  hilly,  but  quite  open,  ground  ;  then  over  the 
aame  sort  of  plain  as  in  the  last  march,  in  a  direction  of  50°  which  continues  to  about 
the  18th  mile,  when,  crossing  another  little  ridge,  a  spot  called  "  Kabudah"  is  arrived  at, 
a  regular  little  oasis  in  this  sandy  desert.  Here  there  is  a  swampy  patch  of  ground  covered 
with  reeds.   Many  small  bushes,  such  as  the  tamarisk  and  oleander,  grow  around,  and  there 

is  a  bit  of  green  grass  at  the  foot  of  a  rained, 
tower.     The  water  is     salt  and    unpalatable* 
Thence  crossing  a  low  hill  Yazdun  is  seen  in  the 
distance.     Here  there  is  a  strong  little  fort  and 
houses  for  about  twenty  families.    Good  water 
and  some  supplies  are  procurable. 
The  road,  on  leaving  Yaxddn,  goes  in  direction  75°  following  a  karez,  which  comes  down 
from  tho  hills  from  the  N.E.  '  It  then,  after  running  quite  level  for  about  12  miles,  gets 

among  low  hills,  and  asoends  the  shoulder  of 
these  for  another  8  or  9  miles  to  a  well  of 
very  bad  water  called  "  Knland."  This  is  the 
only  water  between  Yazdun  and  Mughalb&shi, 
but  it  was  so  brackish  when  Colonel  MaoGregor 
traversed  this  route  in  1875,  that  the 
would  not  drink  it 


6.  YazdGjt 


••• 


80 


136 


7.  Kuland(wo)I) 


»•• 


8,  MftOffALllXsHI 

(well). 


0.  ParbX 


••• 


84 


16 


20 


170 


186 


206 


From  the  Kuland  spring  the  road  continues  over 
an  extensive  and  uninteresting  plain  for  some  lO 
miles,  and  then  over  undulating  ground  for  the 
last  5  or  6  miles,  to  the  well  of  Mughalbashi,  the 
water  of  which  is  cool  and  sweet. 


Over  the  same  uninteresting  waste  as  the  last 
day's  march,  covered  with  thorn  scrub  and  with 
hills,  now  near  on  the  right,  now  far  off  on  the 
left  Pahr&is  the  first  village  on  the  road  in  Af- 
ghanistan, though  the  frontier  of  Afghanistan  lies  some  10  miles  E.  of  Yasdtin.  It  is  a  small 
village  of  1U0  houses  built  on  the  plan,  each  house  having  a  sort  of  separate  enclosure. 


10.  HibXt 


••• 


18 


224 


The  road  proceeds  at  first  over  a  waste  of  undu- 
lating, stony  ground,  but  the  limit*  of  cultivation 
in  the  Herat  valley  are  soon  reached,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  route  lies  through  this  far- 
famml  ft'ritlo  ivgion.  At  8th  mile  the  village  of  Kargan  is  reached  ;  and  at  about  the  1 1th  mile 
tlmt  of  Oth-i-Minar.  Here  there  is  a  road  to  Zindajan,  a  large  village  on  the  road  to  Mash* 
hud,  djaUut  15  miles. 


10S 


BlRJAND  TO  HERAT. 


Alternative  route  by  GMridn  .*< 


Total 


Sar-i-Chah 

••• 

■•• 

••• 

••■ 

■  •• 

23 

Darakh 

••• 

••• 

••• 

••« 

••  • 

15 

SihAn 

••• 

••■ 

••• 

••• 

••• 

15 

Mihriz 

••• 

••• 

■•• 

»•• 

... 

10 

Cbarakh* 

• 
••• 

••• 

••• 

••• 

••• 

15 

Gdl-i-Hauz 

••• 

•  ■  • 

... 

••• 

••• 

15 

Rubat-i-Llit 

••• 

••• 

••• 

t  •• 

■•• 

22 

Hauz-i-Ghtirian 

••• 

••i 

••• 

••• 

16 

•  •• 


131 


This  is  probably  a  better  road  than  the  one  followed  by  Colonel  Mao- 
Gregor,  as  it  passes  by  villages,  two  of  them,  viz.,  Darukh  and  Charakhs, 
being  large  places. 

The  above  distances  seem  to  have  been  underrated,  as  the  distance  from 
Birjand  to  Oburian  by  Charakhs  by  compass  measurement  on  Colonel  Walker's 
map,  1878,  is  at  least  190  miles. 


Route  No.  79. 

Birjand  to  K  arm  an  vid  Naiband. 
Authority.— Stbwa  rt. 


Wtagt  or  luJttoy  place. 


L  KHtSf 


.«• 


Datives,  nr  milm. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


23 


23 


Small  town  of  probably  6,000  inhabitants; 
much  cultivation.  Supplies  procurable  incon- 
siderable quantities.  Road  from  Birjand  fair, 
over  a  plain;  several  villages  passed.  One 
part  of  the  road,  where  it  crosses  the  bed  of  a  stream,  bad,  but  all  passable  to  guns. 
jthdif  is  situated  on  a  stream  of  same  name.  It  is  the  same  stream  as  that  on  which  Birjand 
\%  built.  Bolow  Kbusf  this  stream  becomes  very  salt.  It  finally  ends  in  a  salt  desert,  20  miles. 
b*yoad  Naiband.  Road  at  7th  mile  crosses  low  hills,  and  goes  through  them  for  several  miles 
At  9th  mile  the  hamlet  of  Dastagird,  of  6  houses,  with  spring  of  good  water.  At  20th 
mile  a  single  house  and  spring  of  good  water,  called  Jambnk. 


2.    KfltiB 


••• 


garrison  of  7  or  8  men. 


30 


53 


At  30th  mile  village  of  Ehtir,  of  about  1,800 
inhabitants.  Village  strongly  situated,  on  2  sides 
cliffs,  on  other  side  a  salt  marsh,  one  side  open. 
Supplies  in  fair  quantities.   Has  an  old  fort  with 

_  Is  the  first  village  in  Tabas  district.    Road  good  across  Lut  desert. 

bom*  salt  desert  crossed,  but  not  in  larpe  tracts,  tor  of  a  bad  sort,  salt  stream,  which   rises 

at  Khar ;  and  kavirt  are  twice  crossed  in  this  day's  journey.  At  9  th  mile  a  hauz  of  good  water 

is  irntrr1     At  13th  mile  two  wells  of  very  bad  water  are  passed. 


I.  BaULbavd 


••• 


23 


76 


ChahTuni, 


At  23rd  mile  the  two  wells  of  Balaband   are 
reached.    These  wells  are  about  V  deep.    Plenty 
of  water,  cold  and  clear,  but  decidedly  brackish. 
At  6th  mile  beyond  Balaband  arc  five  wells  called 
in  quality  to  Balaband,  but  not  on  road.    No  inhabitants  at  Balaband, 


104 


Route  No.  79—contd. 
Birjand  to  Karmdn  vi&  Naiband— corAA. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DisTAircm.ur  miles. 


Interme- 
dial*. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


but  some  Arab  nomads  generally  encamped  at  Chah  Tuni.  Road  good.  One  kavir 
shirted,  but  not  crossed.  At  13th  mile  a  hauz  is  reached,  where  in  spring  there  is  water. 
At  20th  mile  another  hauz,  to  which  the  same  remark  applied. 


4.  Shand-Ali  Rizah 


34 


110 


No  inhabitants.    Road  good  across  desert. 


{Salt  in  very  large  quantities  lying  on  the  surface. 


At  34th  mile  Shand-Alf  Riza  is  reached.  Water 
in  plenty  and  sweet  from  shallow  wells  about  3' 
deep,  dug  ill  the  bed  of  a  torrent.  Water,  though 
good,  is  rather  stained  with  clay  or  iron    oxide. 

A  salt  stream,  at  this  season  dry,  is  crossed* 


6.  Naiband 


20 


130 


At  20th  mile  the  village  of  Naiband  is 
reached.  Naiband,  with  the  neighbouring  hamlet 
of  Ziaratgah.  has  about  '100  inhabitants.  Supplies 
only  procurable  in  very  small  quantities.     Water 

good  and  plentiful  from  a  copious  spring.     Road  at  first  over  a  pass  of  the  Naiband  hills. 

At  4th  mile  from  Naiband  the  heaa  of  the  pass  is  reached,  near  which  is  a  spring  of  brackish 

water. 


6.  Hauz-i-KhXn     ... 


7.  Chahil-Pai 


15 


21 


145 


166 


At  15th  mile  a  hauz  is  reached,  called  Hauz-i- 
Khan,  where  there  has  always  been  plenty  of  good 
water,  if  the  channels  are  cleaned  out  regularly. 


Abont  8  miles  before  reaching  Chahil-Pai,  cross 
some  low  hills.  Remainder  of  road  good.  Water 
from  a  hauz,  and  also  from  a  well.  It  is  a  pise** 
situated  between  hills.    The  name  Chahil-Pai  is 

taken  from  the  40  steps  down  to  the  well.    Water  of  well  slightly  brackish.    Water  of  Aaus 

•good.     No  inhabitants. 


8.  Dabband 


9.  ChIh  KubIn 


10.  YusctabXd  and  * 
KabmaitabId      i 

11.  Rawab 


24 


12 


12 


6 


12.  Hauz-i-Pah; 


13.  JLb-Bid 


15 


190 


202 


214 


220 


235 


15 


A  fine  caravanserai,  with  date  palms,  and  a 
good  spring  of  water.  A  guard  of  3  men  in 
caravanserai.    No  inhabitants,  except  the  guard. 

Good  road.  Three  or  4  wells  of  slightly  brack- 
ish water.  Some  of  the  wells  are  worse  than 
others.    No  inhabitants. 

Two  small  villages  close  together.  Plenty  of 
good  water. 

A  small  town  in  Karman  district  (with  deputy 
governor)  said  to  b<»  larger  than  Khusf.  Customs 
are  collected  here.  Good  road.  At  11th  mile 
pass  a  hauz,  in  which  there  is  generally  water. 

At  15th  mile  reacb  Hauz-i-Panj,  which  is  not  a 
largo  hauz%  but  almost   always  contains  good 
water.    No  inhabitants. 


250  A  spring  of  good  water.  No  inhabitants.  Road 
from  Hauz-i-Panj  good,  but  in  parts  stony. 
Three  miles  of  bad  road  near  Ab-Bid,  over 
broken,  hilly  ground. 


105 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


14.  Hub6z 

15.  HtTDtK 

16.  KabmIk 


Route  No.  79 — concld. 
Birjand  to  K at  man  vift  Naiband— concld. 


DlSTAVCB,  IV  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


15 

265 

24 

289 

21 

310 

Hurtiz  is  a  small  village  with  a  good  caravanserai. 

A  large  village.    Road  fair,  though  some  broken 
ground  is  passed  over. 


A  large  town.  Seat  of  a  governor,  <fec.,  vide 
article  Karman. 
The  whole  of  this  road  is  believed  to  be  passable  for  light  guns.  Certainly  the  portion 
travelled  over  by  Colonel  Stewart,  viz.,  as  far  as  Naiband,  is  passable,  and  the  rest  seems  to  be 
of  a  similar  character.  Some  hills  are  crossed,  but  apparently  by  easy  passes.  No  mountains. 
Yuan  Naiband  the  route  is  derived  from  native  information. 


Route  No.  80. 

Birjand  to  Mashhad  vid  Kain  and  Torbat-i-Hait>ari. 
Authority. — Goldsmid— Bellbw. 


orksJtiag  plaea. 


DlSVAWOB,  IV    MILlft. 


Interme- 
diate. 


L  Gam 


18 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


18 


that  divide*   the   town    of  Birjand,  and 
water  tank  of  excellent,  pure,  cold  water. 


Crossing  low  hills  at  the  back  of  the  camp,  and 
leaving  Die  town  on  the  left,  the  road  turns 
abruptly  to  the  right,  and  for  5  miles  runs  in 
an  E.N.E.  direction,  skirting  the   watercourse 

ring  at  every  2  miles  an  db-ambar9  or 
then  changes  direction  to  the  N.N.E., 
snd  erosse*  a  stony  plain,  which  bends  to  the  E.,  and  joins  the  8ar  Bishah  valley,  having 
in  the  right  a  remarkable  conical  hill,  known  as  the  Mar  Kuh,  or  hill  of  serpents,  at 
the  foot  of  which  a  large  village,  called  Kala-i-Bujdi.  Rising  again  over  a  rocky  ridge,  and 
r«*xing  nine  db-ambar$,  and  the  village  of  Ishkambarabad,  20  houses  and  slight  cultivation. 
To  the  left  the  road  pursues  it*  course  over  another  wide,  stony  plain,  with  small  hamlets  and 
utehe*  of  cultivation  dotting  its  surface  here  and  there,  and  tnen  changing  direction  to  the 
N.N.W.,  reaches  the  little  village  and  garden  of  Mahiabad,  some  15  huts,  86u  higher  than  Bir- 
jawL  This  place  is  not  far  from  the  Ishkambar  hamlet ;  the  only  pool  of  water  is  brackish. 
From  MahifULd  the  road  runs  nearly  N.,  and  a  mile  afterwards  enters  the  Saman-i-Shah 
lull*,  running  apparently  nearly  E.  and  W.  At  12th  mile  pans  the  picturesque  looking 
furl  and  village  of  risukh  ;  thence  ascending  gradually,  through  wild  and  desolate  scenery,  the 
n«d  traverse*  the  tang  or  defile  of  the  name  name,  and  at  16th  mile  reaches  the  summit  of 
thf  pans  and  line  of  the  watershed  between  the  Birjand  valley  and  that  of  Sihdih,  at 
an  altitude  of  some  2,000  feet  above  the  level  of  Birjand.  Thence  a  good  road,  with  a  gradual 
d«-ncent  of  4oXZ  in  2  miles  to  Ghink,  a  village  of  about  80  houses,  charmingly  situated 
co  rising  ground,  amidst  orchards  and  walled  vineyards.  It  is  one  of  the  chief  villages 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  has  a  good  spring  of  water  and  considerable  cultivation. 
Thr  Susan  8hahi  pass  is  about  6  miles  long  and  winding ;  surface  covered  with  sharp- 
putnted  fragments  of  rock.  Near  the  summit  the  defile  narrows  for  a  distance  of  10  or  5*/ 
Xu  a  small  passage,  20*  wide. 
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Route  No.  80 — conUk 

Sirjand  to  3 fash  had  vi&  Kain  8f  Turbat-i-Hdidari — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiflTurci,  iir  mlbs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


Route  N.  by  W.  through  range  after  range  of  hills.  Road  rises  gradually  for  2  miles  to 
the  Saghi  watershed.  Elevation  6,750 .  During  winter  there  are  heavy  falls  of  snow  on  these 
hills.  Descent  by  an  easy  path,  passing  villages  of  Naukhan,  Chahikan,  and  Pistakhan  on  the 
left,  and  Saghi  and  Husain&b&d  on  the  right.  Cultivation  and  fruit  gardens  round  the 
villages ;  the  mountain  slopes  generally  afford  good  pasturage  for  large  herds  of  cattle. 


2.  Sihdih 


18 


36 


At  about  10th  mile  pass  the  small  spring  of 
Gilangan,  and  then  dip  into  the  Sihdih  valley, 
a  wide  plateau  extending  some  25  to  30  miles 
£.  and  W.  At  Sihdih  there  is  a  collection  of 
?hree  villages,  of  which  two  are  in  ruins.  Camp  in  an  open  plain  near  the  village ;  the 
water  near  camp  is  brackish,  but  it  is  good  from  a  karez  at  the  village  itself.  The  village 
contains  some  280  houses,  and  is  surrounded  by  fortified  walls.  A  dozen  villages  are  within 
sight  in  the  plain,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  cultivation ;  but  few  trees.  About  3  miles  off 
is  the  walled  village  of  Jaf  arabad,  about  200  houses.  All  the  villages  in  tbo  neighbourhood 
are  similarly  fortified.  Route  N.  over  a  low  ridge,  rough  and  stony.  Pass  at  about  8tb 
mile  a  shallow  stream  of  good  water. 


3.  R6m 


10 


46 


Rum  is  a  small,  walled  village  of  80  houses,  on 
the  banks  of  a  stream;  water-supply  abun- 
dant; a  few  fruit  gardens  and  corn -fields. 
Population  scant,  only  about  30  families. 
Route  N.  up  the  Kurn  valley  by  a  good  road.  At  6th  mile  pass  village  of  Birinjan  and 
several  others,  with  considerable  cultivation  round  them.  The  villages  are  situated  in  the 
secluded  hollows  on  each  side  of  the  route,  gradually  ascending  by  a  general  rise  of  the  land. 
Reach  at  10th  mile  the  watershed,  800/  above  Kurn.  Descend  by  a  steep  path,  impracticable- 
for  guns,  but  easily  made  passable,  across  the  slope  of  the  hill-side,  passing  at  about 
3  miles  further  the  villages  of  Khanik  and  Kharwaj,  the  latter  750'  below  the  watershed, 
and  containing  about  120  houses,  now,  however,  deserted  by  all  hut  30  families,  chiefly 
Saiads. 


4.  KiiH 


•». 


20 


66 


The  town  of  Kain  is  situated  on  the  E.  side 
of  a  broad  valley  stretching  N.  and  S.  at  the 
base  of  a  lofty  hill,  called  Abtizir,  and  is  said  to 
be  very  ancient.  It  formerly  contained  some 
10,000  houses,  only  about  500  of  which  are  now  occupied  ;  the  rest  are  in  ruins.  The  most 
prominent  building  is  the  mosque  of  Imam  J  afar.  The  inhabitants  are  mostly  Saiads 
with  some  Turks  and  Heratis.  The  valley  surrounding  the  town  contains  some  12  to  15  vil- 
lages, which  are  well  supplied  with  water  by  10  kandts,  and  there  are  about  200  villages  in  the 
whole  district.  The  town  itself  possesses  from  70  to  80  wretched  shops,  three  hammdms*  and 
two  ruined  caravansarais.  On  the  summit  of  the  hill  Abzuzir  are  the  ruins  of  strong  and  ex- 
tensive fortifications,  and  behind  it  a  natural  reservoir  in  the  rock  containing  some  12*  of  water. 


5.  Gibiminj 


21 


87 


Route  N.W. ;  for  first  few  miles 
a  stony  valley.  At  4th  mile  pass  a  roadside 
"  db-ambar'  or  reservoir  of  water,  and  at  Hth 
mile  the  village  of  Shir  Mnrgh.  Traversing 
an  nndulating  country,  the  foot  of  the  Gud&r-i-Gud  pass  in  he  Bihud  mountains  is  reached  r 
800'  above  Kain.  Thence  to  the  summit  of  the  pass,  which  is  reached  at  18th  mile  ;  the  accent 
presents  little  difficulty.  The  Gudar-i-Gud  watershed  forms  the  boundary  between  the  Kain 
and  Nimbuldk  districts.  The  hills  aru  composed  of  sandstone,  with  great  mounds  of 
clay  on  their  sides,  and  would  be  imi»assable  for  laden  beasts  in  wet  weather.  One  mil* 
before  reaching  Girimanj,  cross  the  Rud-i-Mukanbiaz,  a  brisk,  little  stream  flowing  into  th* 
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Rootb  No.  80— eontd. 
Birjand  to  Mash  had  vi&  Rain  8f  Turbat-i-Hdidari—contA, 


Stage  or  halting  plact. 


DlBTkWC*,  IF  MIUS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  6c. 


Mmbtiluk  plains.  Girimanj  is  a  village  containing  about  130  houses  and  a  small  fort, 
watered  by  kares  stream* ;  a  few  miles  W.  are  the  Dihishk  and  Baznabad  villages,  all  situat- 
ed in  the  Nfmbtiltik  valley  or  plain,  which  is  about  35  miles  long  by  12  wide,  lying  N.W. 
and  S.E.  To  the  N.E.  and  K.  this  valley  is  separated  from  the  Gunabad  plain  by  the 
Mai*ur  range  of  hill*,  over  which  are  4  passes. 

Route  N.W.  Across  the  Nimbdluk  plain  passing  a  couple  of  db-ambors,  and  two  or 
thrtv  hamlets  at  the  foot  of  the  hills.  Cross  at  about  10th  mile  a  small  hill  stream,  and  ascend 
gradually  to  Khidri,  a  flourishing  village  of  about  200  houses  surrounded  by  fruit  gardens 
and  mulberry  plantations,  and  abundantly  watered  by  streams  from  the  hills. 


6.  DiflHT-i-BiAZ 


13 


100 


The  important  village  and  fort  of  Dasht-i-Biaz, 
or  the  white  plain,  lie  at  the  N.  of  the  Nfmbuluk 
valley  surrounded  by  extensive  gardens,  its 
chief  products  being  opium,  silk,  wheat,  cotton, 
barley,  and  vegetable*.  It  numbers  now  300  houses,  and  has  four  Jcdnats  (one  of  which 
never  runs  dry),  several  large  ruins,  and  a  very  old  hammdm. 

Route  W.N.W.  Passing  at  6th  mile  the  castle  hamlet  of  Shikuri  (20  houses).  There  is 
a  tank  here  fed  from  a  stream.  Shikuri  is  970'  higher  than  Dasht-i-Biaz.  Snow  lies 
un  this  tract  for  two  months,  and  in  mid-winter  the  route  is  closed  for  three  or  four  weeks. 
Pneeeding  by  a  gradual  rise  up  the  stony  bed  of  a  ravine  reach  at  9th  mile,  the  Gudar-i- 
Lhu>kht-i-Binar,  1,200'  above  the  village  of  Biaz.  It  forms  the  boundary  between  the  provinces 
uf  Kain  and  Ttin-o-Tabas.  Descent  by  a  narrow  footpath,  in  wet  weather  impassable 
fur  camels,  and  would  require  metalling  for  guns.  The  easy  and  short  route  is  direct 
aonM»  the  Gdnabad  plain.  At  about  12tn  mile  pass  a  road -side  a  o-awoar,  and  at  13th  or  14  th 
mile  the  village  of  Kalat-i*Mul la,  situated  on  the  N.  skirt  of  these  hills,  is  reached,  where 
then*  is  a  spring  of  water,  and  1  mile  further,  the  road  finally  clears  the  hills  and  emerges  on 
tta  extensive  plain  of  Gdnabad.  Camp  N.  of  the  village  of  Kakh.  There  are  eight  or 
ten  othrr  villages  in  the  Gdnabad  valley,  which  is  a  wide  expanse  of  pasture  land  running 
frum  N.W.  to  S.E. 


7  KUh 


16 


116 


The  town  of  Kakh  is  situated  immediately 
under  the  range  of  lofty  hills,  bounding  the  val- 
ley of  Gunabad  to  the  S.  and  W.,  which,  according 
to  local  report, are  rich  in  minerals.  The  popula- 
tion in  1872  consisted  of  some  500  families,  but  it  had  suffered  greatly  from 
the  famine  of  the  preceding  year.  Its  water-supply,  from  4  kandts  and  60  natural 
tprings,  is  excellent;  and  the  quantity  of  opium  is  very  considerable.  There  is  a 
famous  Imdnuddak,  and,  of  course,  plenty  of  Mullas  and  Saiads ;  also  a  Madrasa, 
or  college,  and  two  Masjids.  Two  ancient  citadels,  constructed  one  within  the  other, 
form  another  remarkable  feature  in  the  town.  They  are  built  on  an  elevation  with 
high  walls  and  flanking  towers,  are  connected  by  a  drawbridge,  and  have  each  their  independ- 
ent water-supply.  The  outer  of  these  forts  is  still  kept  in  an  efficient  state,  and  has  a  small 
garrison.  The  principal  manufactures  of  the  town  are  iron,  agricultural  implements,  for 
which  there  are  as  many  as  40  iron-workers'  shops,  and  a  kind  of  silk  embroidery  called 
Kashidah. 

Route  N.W.  under  shadow  of  hills  to  S.  Cross  about  midway  a  small  stream  in  deep 
rsvra*  and  village  of  Kalat  of  some  120  houses  with  gardens  and  cultivation.  Numerous  other 
village*  with  cultivation  lie  amongst  the  hills.  In  latter  half  of  route,  pass  the  villages  of 
Sight,  Kudu,  and  Sahrahad  on  the  left,  and  Shfrazabad  on  the  right  of  route.  The  direct 
road  from  Kakh  to  Tdrbat  is  t>»4  Gunabad  straight  across  the  plain  to  the  north. 

Zihbad  is  a  village  of  200  houses,  surrounded 
by  fruit  gardens,  and  abundantly  watered  front 
hill  springs. 


8.  ZiHBao 


15 


131 
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Route  No.  80 — eontd. 
liirjand  to  AfasA&ad  vift  Kdin  8f  TutbaUi-Haidari — contd. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTAVCS,  X>  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TocaL 


Description,  Ac. 


Route  N.W.,  lying"  to  the  W.  of  the  Gtindbad  valley.  Road  rough  and  atony,  pawing 
in  the  first  11  miles  the  villages  of  Brazu,  Kasiim,  Sinuh,  Naudeh,  and  Patanjd.  each  cmt- 
t^inin  100  to  120  houses.  Water  abundant  from  hill  springs.  At  14th  mile  enter  the  Villi 
over  a  me  or  pass  called  Gudar-i-Kamih,  through  an  easy  defile  to  an  open  space  when* 
is  the  hamlet  of  Kamih,  about  20  houses.  Beyond  Kamih,  where  water  is  scarce,  road 
leads  over  ridges  and  through  defiles,  in  parts  very  narrow  and  impassable  for  guns  without 
previous  preparation;  everywhere  rough  and  stony.  At  about  19th  mile  cross  the  GudAr-i- 
Rudi  Ghaz   watershed ;  elevation  5,150'.     No  water  for  the  last  12  miles 


9.   Bi/I8Tilf 


28 


159 


Elevation  of  Bajiatan  about  4,30(V.  The  count  ry 
here  slopes  eastward,  till  it  joins  the  vast  de**»rt 
waste,  called  Kavir.  Bajistan  is  the  chief  town  of 
the  division  of  the  same  name  belonging 
to  the  province  of  Tabas.  The  town  has  600  houses,  with  a  population  of  some  4,000  souls  ;  a 
ruined  fort,  2  good  caravansarais,  4  hammdms,  50 mosques,  and  70  shops.  It  is  famous  for  the 
manufacture  <>f  a  very  costly  species  of  cloth  made  of  goats'  wool,  called  barak,  and  r.f  a 
cheap  siik  material,  called  chdaar-i-Shdhi.  It  is  also  celebrated  for  its  excellent  water-melons 
and  abundant  fruit.  The  town  is  surrounded  by  fruit  gardens,  and  watered  br  three 
karez  streams.  Its  situation  is  at  the  foot  of  a  bare  hill  running  E.  and  W.  tor  3  or 
4  miles. 

Route  N".  by  E.  through  a  barren  valley.  At  12th  mile  pass  the  8ihfar*akh  hamlet,  and 
at  16th  mile  a  road-side  db-ambar  fed,  from  the  drainage  of  the  surface  around ;  soil  loose 
and  gravelly.  At  20th  mile  enter  on  the  Kavir  sighting  the  Marandaz  village  and  fort,  m 
couple  of  miles  to  the  left. 


10.  Ytfwn 


25 


184 


Yunsi  is  an  insignificant  village,  very  dilapi- 
dated and  miserable- looking,  with  about  250 
huts  round  a  central  fort.  There  are  no  garden* 
here,  and  the  water-supply  is  inferior  and  limited, 
several  of  the  karez  streams  having  dried  up.  Summer  heat  is  very  great.  Wind  and  dust 
storms  rage  here  from  sunrise  to  sunset.  The  neighbouring  country  suffered  terribly  from 
the  last  great  famine. 

Route  N.E.  Immediately  on  leaving  Ytinsi,  cross  the  Rtid-i-Kavir, a thinstream  flowing 
W.,  and  forming  the  boundarv  between  the  Taba*  and  Ttirbat-i-Haidari  districts,  by  a 
brick  bridge  of  nine  pointed  arches.  The  road  then  crosses  a  desert,  stony  plain,  skirting  the 
great  salt  desert  of  Khurasan  for  13  miles,  as  far  as  Miandih,  a  collection  of  about  80  hut*. 
There  is  a  large  db-ambar  near  the  village,  which  is  in  the  desert,  and  almost  bare  uf  vegeta- 
tion. The  village  derives  its  name  from  its  position,  midway  (mi an)  between  Mash. had 
and  Tabas.  Beyond  this  the  interminable  expanse  of  sandy,  stony  desert  again  intervene*. 
At  about  25th  mile  pass  the  ruins  of  Faizaba4,  and  2  miles  further,  passing  by  fruit  gardens 
and  corn-fields,  the  modern  village  of  same  name,  a  compact  place  sunk  below  the  level  of 
the  ground,  and  surrounded  by  a  deep  ditch. 


11.  AbdullahIbId... 


30 


214 


Three  miles  beyond  reach  Abdullahih&l,  on* 
of  a  group  of  four  villages,  which  goes  br  thi» 
name  of  Mahwilat,  the  other  three  being  Fa.ii- 
abad,  Dughabad,  and  Mihna,  with  ntimennw 
small  villages  as  dependencies.  Abdullahabad  is  a  flourishing  town  of  500  houses.  There  in  a 
strong  castle  here  surrounded  by  a  ditch  ;  plentiful  cultivation  and  gardens ;  water  abundant 
from  a  tine  karez  stream.  This  place  is  renowned  for  its  gardens  and  fruit  ;  and.  above  all, 
for  its  hilk. 

Uouu*  N.E.  Ascend  gradually  for  first  10  miles  over  a   wide,  upland  pasture  plain   ini««r- 
ti-ctcd   by  three  or    four   shallow  water  runs,  passing  villages  of  Dughaliad  and   ifetanid  >ht. 
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Roittb  No.  80 — contd. 
Birjandto  Math  had  via  Rain  8f  Tti'bat-i-ffdidari — contd, 


Staye  or  halting  place. 


DlflTAVCT,  XV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


At  ]Oth  mile  enter  a  low  range  of  marl  and  clay  hills,  and  after  passing  the  caravansarai 
nf  Kubat-i-Bibf,  and  the  deserted  villages  of  Zirabad  and  Aliabal  and  (at  1 2th  ruile)  a  karez 
rtrrani ;  clear  the  hills  at  the  loth  mile,  and  emerge  on  the  wide  plain  of  Turbat.  Then  pass 
a  «ooc?s*ton  of  villages  to  the  26th  mile.  From  this  point  the  road  passes  through  miles  of 
ti'tnrwhing  gardens  and  cultivated  land,  watered  by  clear  running  streams,  till  it  reaches  the 
town  of  Turbat-i- Haidari,  the  houses  of  which  are  almost  hidden  by  dense  masses  of 
foliage. 


12.  TUBBAT-I-HilDAJn 


32 


246 


Turbat-i-Haidari  is  a  flourishing  town  of  about 
1,000  houses,  surrounded  by  fortified  walls  and  a 
ditch.  It  is  tbe  residence  of  a  Persian  official, 
who  governs  the  district,  which  contains  about 
15<>  villages  and  hamlet*.  8i1k,  grain,  and  cotton  are  largely  grown  in  the  principality.  The 
trizarx  of  the  town  are  unusually  tine,  and  curtain  over  20)  shops.  Before  the  disastrous 
famine,  Turbat  could  boast  of  1,500  families ;  there  were  in  1872  not  over  200.  It  possesses 
a  garrison  of  200  sowars  and  100  ahamkalchis  or  mounted  matchlock  men.  The  villages 
around  are  large  and  «unro«inded  by  vineyards,  fruit  gardens,  and  oorn-fiehls;  silk  culture  is 
th<*  principal  source  of  wealth.  Turbat-i- H aidari  has  an  elevation  of  4,575'  or  1,250'  above 
AWnllahihad.  It  is  surrounded  by  high  hills,  mostly  of  bare  r<  ck  with  pasture  on  their  lower 
spurs ;  climate  temperate  in  summer,  but  rigorous  in  winter ;  snow  lies  for  upwards  of  two 
months. 

fioute  due  N.  For  3  miles  after  leaving  the  town,  the  road  traverses  gardens  and  luxu- 
riant cultivation,  and  then  strikes  over  a  desert,  stony  plain  passing  at  7th  mile  a  great 
ah-amhar  in  the  midst  of  pasture,  to  the  foot  of  a  range  of  low,  rockv  hills.  At  10th  mile 
parsing  up  a  narrow  jrully  t>y  an  easy  ascent,  cross  a  spur  of  the  Baidar  mountain,  by  the 
Uadar-i-Khir-Sang  pass,  1,350'  above  Turbat- i-H aidari  ;  descent  easy  and  gradual.  At  12th 
mile  cross  a  hill  stream  by  the  castle  of  "  Kamih  Pain,"  and  a  mile  or  so  beyond  another  irri- 
gation stream*  near  the  substantial  caravansarai  of  Kiskat,  where  there  are  some  36  huts.  At 
Ititb  mile  cross  the  GudAr-i- Baidar  watershed  ;  sleep  ascent  op  a  narrow  gorge  over  rocks 
of  slate,  2,575'  above  Turbat-i-  H aidari.  Tbe  descent  of  1,200  to  the  plain  of 
Itoht-i-Rtikh  is  as  difficult  and  fatiguing  as  the  ascent.  This  pass  is  impracticable  for 
camel*  in  bad  weather,  but  a  road  could  be  made  without  difficulty.  There  is  another  route, 
r»<i  Kamih  Bala,  which  is  easy.  S'x  miles  beyond,  or  about  22  from  Turbat -i-H  aidari, 
Tj^rjre  from  the  hills  at  the  castle  of  Shir  Hisar.  Cross  the  plain  of  Dasht-i-Rukh,  and 
it  about  28th  mile  pass  the  sarai  of  Hubat. 


13.  AsadXbXd 


SO 


276 


Asadabad  is  a  single  fortified  Filiate,  situated 
in  the  plain  or  valley  of  Julgah  Rnkh.  Water 
from  karez  of  insipid  taste.  Soil  light  and  gra- 
velly. Elevation  of  Asadabad  5,800'.  There  are 
eight  or  ten  castellated  villages  in  the  valley  of 
Julgah  Rukh. 
Route  N.  Road  good,  rising  up  to  tbe  hills.  At  6th  mile  cross  the  Gudar-i-Rukh  pass. 
Ascent  very  steep ;  road  would  require  metalling  for  guns.  The  pass  is  1,165'  above  Asad- 
iUd.  Approximate  elevation  6,965'.  Hills  rugged  and  bare  ;  descent  easy  to  the  spring 
ami  tower  of  Mahamad  Mirza.  At  about  I lth  mile  enter  the  defile  of  Manamad  Mirza, 
winding  through  rocks  of  green  serpentine,  down  which  trickle  numerous  streams  of  clear 
water, and  finally  emerge  into  the  fertile  vallev  of  Satid,  through  a  narrow  gor^e,  500  or 
6"  yards  long  and  40'  wide,  the  hills  on  either  side  rising  perpendicularly  for  500  or 
*****  A  dear  stream  flows  through  the  gorge.  In  the  valley  pass  village  of  Kala-i- 
Kagilan  and  the  caravansarai  of  Ru  bat- i-Safid,  1,140' below  the  pass;  elevation  5,825'. 
A  roupl*  of  miles  to  the  W.  is  the  fortified  village  of  Kala  Safid.  After  passing  the 
▼alley,  emerge  7th  mile  farther  on  to  the  small  plateau  on  which  stands  Kafir-Kala,  a  strong 


no 


Route  No.  80 — concld. 
Btrf and  to  Mashhad  s\k  Kdin  8f  Tirbat-i-Hdidari — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAHCl,  nr  MILI8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


mud  fort,  and,  about  3  miles  to  the  S.S.E.,  Sar  Zar,  a  fortified  village,  surrounded  by 
gardens  and  trees,  presenting  an  appearance  of  great  prosperity.  Salt  in  large  quantities 
is  obtained  in  the  hills  near  Kafir- Kala.  The  plateau  of  Kanr-Kala  is  succeeded  by  another 
plain  of  far  greater  extent  with  numerous  forts  and  villages  ;  water  supply  limited.  At  the 
Shah  Tagli  rort,  reached  at  about  23rd mile;  there  are  12  houses.  Water  from  karez  streams. 
At  30th  mile  reach  <a  ruined  watch-tower  and  tank,  which  is  the  meeting-place  of  all  the 
roads  to  Mash  had  from  different  parts  of  Persia. 


14  ShabIfXbAj) 


31 


Route  N.    Over  rich  pasture 


307 


One  mile  beyond  this  reach  8harffabad, 
a  village  with  gardens  and  fields.  Water 
from  caravan  karez  streams.  This  is  the 
first  caravan  stage  from  Mashhad  to  Tihran. 
situated  in  a  small  secluded  hollow  amongst 
hillocks, 
downs  by  an  unusually  broad  road  with  very  fair  gra- 
dients.   The  worst  part  of  it  is  carried  over  solid  rock  across  the  Gudar-i-Sipah  Sal&r.    Nine 

miles  from  Sharifab&d  is  the  Ktih-i-Salam. 
whence  pilgrims  to  Mashhad  generally  catch 
the  first  glimpse  of  the  Golden  Shnne  of  the  Imam 
Riza.  The  hills  are  said  to  be  rich  in  various  mi- 
nerals. Descending  the  hills  at  14th  mile  cross 
E.  over  a  wide,  boulder-strewn  bed  ;  then  cross  the  plain  of 
Mashhad  over  several  miles  of  undulating  pasture  land  ;  finally  through  fields  and  gardens 
to  the  city.  From  Mashhad  there  are  several  routes  to  Herat  and  Sistan,  through  the  hilU  of 
Khurasan.  The  route  from  Kain  is  by  no  means  rough  or  difficult.  Supplies  are  scarce,  but 
there  is  no  lack  of  water,  fuel,  and  pasture.  , 


15.  Mashhad 


21 


the  stream  of  Dartid,  which  flows 
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Route  No.  81. 

BlftJAND  TO  SABZAWAR  (AFGHANISTAN)  Vld  Awlz. 

Authority. — MacGregor  ;  Stewart. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


1.  8ab-i-Chah 


2.  NughIb 


3.  AbXz  or  Awaz     ... 


4.  BtigJ    GtfLWUBDA 


9B 


DlBTAJTCK,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac, 


17* 

171 

m 

36 

m 

62} 

14 

66} 

The  road  is  good  all  the  way,  and  crosses  a  low 
pass.    Water  here,  hut  no  supplies. 

The  road  is  good,  over  a  waste.    Here  is  » 
village ;  water  and  supplies. 

The  road  is  good,  over  a  waste.    Here  is  tv 
village  with  water  and  some  supplies. 

14  miles  from  Gazfk.    At  Gulwurda  is  a  tower 
and  karez. 


Ill 


RotTB  No.  81 — contd. 
Biryand  to   Sabzawdr    (Afghdnitldn)  via  Awdz — contd. 


8tif«or  halting  plate. 


DnrAjrcB, 

IV  KXLBS. 

Interme- 
dial* 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 


6.  Chashma  Nimak, 
(or  Chashma  Sh6- 
bab). 

6.  Ganchah    Alah 


7.  ChXh  BabubI     ... 


8.  KaBBZ*I*Da8HT   ... 


9.  Ukal 


10.  Sabzawar 


24 

90J 

• 

108 

17i 

125* 

17J 

143 

10| 

153J 

10) 

164 

The  road  is  level  oyer  a  waste,  and  goes  oyer 
a  low  hill.  Here  the  water  is  bad,  and  there  are 
no  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  over  a  waste.  Water  here  is 
brackish,  and  there  are  no  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  over  a  waste.  The  water  here 
is  brackish,  and  there  are  no  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  over  a  waste.  Small  village, 
with  water  and  supplies. 

The  road  is  good  over  a  plain  with  some 
villages.  Here  is  a  village  with  water  and  sup- 
plies. 

The  road  is  good  over  a  plain  with  some  villages. 
Considerable  town  with  water  and  supplies. 


The  following  is  an  alternative  route  from  Gulwurda ; — 


5.  Chah  PtiZA 


«.  Tcltutu 


••• 


7.  Mttiflx 


*.  Saek6»6 


9.  Ukal  or  Abkhal 


10.  Sabzawab 


The  road  is  level  over  waste.    Water  bad.   No 
supplies. 

The  road  is  level  over  waste.    Water  bad.    No 
supplies. 

The  road  is  level  near  bills.    Water.    No  sup- 
plies. 

The    road  is  level  over  waste.    Water.    No 
supplies. 

The  road  is  level  over  waste.  Village.  Water. 
Supplies. 

The  road  is  level  through   villages.    Village, 
Water.    Supplies. 


Colonel  Stewart  gives  a  route  from  Cbashmah  Shurab  which  differs  slightly, 
riz. : — 


6.  Chah  8hibii aje  ... 

24 

114 

Well  of  good  water. 

7.  Kauz  Dabht     ... 

20 

134 

Small  hamlet ;  plenty  of  water. 

*.  Abkhal 

18 

162 

Large  village.    Supplies. 

fc  Sabiawa* 

» 

164 

Town. 

112 


Route  No.  82* 

BlBJAND  TO   SfsTAN. 


Authority. — Brllew. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTANCI,  XV  MILES. 


Inferme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  Eala  M6d 


25 


25 


Route  £.  by  S.  by  a  well-beaten  track.  At 
starting  pass  some  low  hillocks  on  left,  and 
come  to  an  db-ambar  \  farther  on,  skirting  a 
long  strip  of  corn-fields,  reach  Hajftbad.  Thence 
passing  some  corn-fields  and  walled  gardens,  in  twenty  minutes  more  to  Buj,  a  village  of  1<*> 
huts.  Beyond  that,  road  skirts  range  of  low  hills  bounding  the  valley  to  the  N.,  and  come* 
to  another  db-amfjar.  After  another  forty-three  minutes,  a  third  db-ambar,  opposite  to  a 
gap  in  a  ridge  through  which  the  Mud  stream  runs  to  the  Sar-i-Bishah  valley.  Thence  the 
road  keeps  in  the  valley  of  the  Mud,  holding  a  course  parallel  to  some  ridges  to  the  left, 
about  a  mile  or  so  from  the  road  ;  two  more  db-ambar 8  are  passed  (the  last  dry). 

Mud  is  a  poor- looking  village  of  some  300  houses.  Road  continues  for  a  while  in  the 
Mud  valley,  and  then  turns  out  of  it  to  the  right,  over  some  low  mounds,  beyond  which  is  a 
tract  of  down 8. 


2.  Sab-i-Bishah 


22 


47 


Crossed  these  S.E.,  leaving  the  Baghran 
range  on  right,  and  the  Sar-i-Bishah  plateau  on 
left  Thence  gradual  ascent  up  a  rocky  ravine 
to  a  low  watershed,  beyond  which  come  some 
undulating  ridges.  Clearing  these,  the  road 
-enters  a  wide  basin  called  Hauz-i-Khan  Biaban  from  an  db-ambar  of  that  name  in  its  centre. 
The  bills  further  on  contract  and  form  an  open  glade,  up  which  the  road  passes  in  an  £. 
direction.  Beyond  this  the  road  skirts  the  foot  of  Sar-i-Bishah  hill  on  the  right  (the  wide 
plateau  on  left).  About  3  miles  before  reaching  Sar-i-Bishah  is  a  hollow  at  the  foot  of  the 
bills,  on  the  right  a  spring  and  clump  of  trees.  From  the  time  of  quitting  the  valley  to  reach- 
ing Sar-i-Bishah  is  aoout  two  hours  march.  The  plateau  of  Sar-i-Bishah  is  a  wide  plain  that 
extends  in  gentle  undulations  N.W.  as  far  as  Birjand.  The  village  contains  360  domed 
huts.     A  good  deal  of  corn  cultivation  surrounds  it.     Water  from  karez  streams  abundant. 

After  one  hour  and  forty  minutes  across  the  plateau,  the  road  reaches  the  foot  of  the 
Gudar-i-Gunda  Kuh  pass ;  the  ascent  is  easy  by  a  good  road.  The  altitude  of  the  summit 
6,900'.  The  descent  beyond  is  by  a  narrow  and  steep  path,  gradually  descending  the  course 
of  a  ravine  to  the  Ab-i-tfunda  Kuh.  Here  is  good  water  near  the  ruins  of  a  former  post- 
house. 


3.  Habanadad 


29 


76 


After  ten  minutes  more  through  a  wide  gully, 
the  road  enters  on  the  wide  plateau  of  Hasan  - 
ibid,  which  is  open  and  covered  with  excellent 
pasture.  After  proceeding  across  this  plateau 
in  a  S.E.  direction  for  three  hours  and  forty-five  minutes,  reach  the  village  of  Hasanabad, 
where  there  is  a  neat,  little  square  bastioned  fort  and  some  cultivation.  About  200  huts,  ami 
close  by  them,  a  karez  of  briny  water.  For  wheeled  vehicles  the  road  across  the  Gunda  Kub 
mould  require  a  good  deal  of  making  and  some  blasting. 


4.  D6b<jh 


••• 


27 


103 


Leaving  the  plateau,  the  road  ascends  gradually 
to  the  Gudir-i-Masham  pass,  the  watershed  be- 
tween the  Hasanabaa  and  Durtih  vallevs 
(4,900').  The  descent  is  winding,  but,  with  tho 
exception  of  the  first  bit,  not  steep.  The  path  is  mostly  along  the  bed  of  a  narrow  ravine,  and 
would  require  some  preparation  for  the  passage  of  guns.  At  the  mouth  of  this  defile  i* 
Chah-i-Bannah  "  the  pistachio-tree  well. '  Water  excellent.  Rounding  the  end  of  a  low  spur, 
the  road  enters  the  Duron  valley,  and  after  continuing  across  it  in  an  £.  by  S.  direction 
for  four  hours  more,  reaches  Duriih,  a  flourishing  village  of  300  houses. 


113 


Roots  No.  %9*—conld. 
Birjand  to  Sittdn — contcL 


Buge  or  halting  pUot. 


DuTurcx,  nr  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Boad  at  starting  goes  over  some  rough  ground,  and  passes  a  water-mill,  when,  turning 
•barply  to  the  right,  it  follows  the  stream  up  to  its  source  in  a  narrow  gorge.  Ascending 
a  drep  ravine,  the  road  reaches  a  wide  basin,  and  then,  passing  through  a  stony  gap,  the  road 
enters  a  second  similar,  but  smaller,  one.  Crossing  this  in  half  an  hour,  it  leaves  it  by  a 
▼err  rough  and  stony  gap,  and  thirty-two  minutes  after,  proceeding  in  a  S.E.  direction, 
reaches  a  little  hollow. 

Beyond  this  it  crosses  a  low  ridge  on  the  right,  and  descends  to  the  dry  bed  of  the  Kud- 
i-Mfl,  a  wide,  shallow  water-run.  Proceeding  down  its  course  for  some  miles,  it  ascends  to 
G&rawas,  a  small  spring.  Thenoe  the  path  goes  S.E.  along  the  skirt  of  the  llajuk  hills,  and 
enters  the  dry  bed  of  a  water-run  called  Rud-i-Ushtaran,  a  little  before  Gazgah,  which  is 
reached  forty  minutes  from  Garawaz.  Following  the  course  of  this  water-run,  the  road 
ascend*  after  a  while  to  a  yellow  clay  strip  called  Lard-i-zard  "  the  yellow  flat,"  where  are  two 
small  pools  of  olear  water.  Thenoe  it  ascends  by  a  narrow,  stony  path  to  the  watershed, 
reached  at  a  narrow  gap  (3,90tf). 


6.  Chah-Saqak 


28 


131 


Beyond  this,  after  another  hour  and  a  quarter, 

between  low  ridges,  is  Ch&h-i-Sagak,  "  the  dog's 

well,"  situated  close  to  the  border  of  the   Dasht- 

i-Naumfd,  or  desert  of   despair,  which   extends 

H.  np  to  the  latitude  of  Mashhad,  and  forms  the  boundary  between  Persia  and  Afghanistan. 


&  HaBxrrRrjD 

24 

155 

* 

1 

7*  Kala  Kah        ... 

15 

170 

8.  Khcsh  Rodak  ... 

15 

185 

9.  Pakjdsh 

16 

201 

10.  LisH 

6 

207 

•Afghanistan. 

11.  LrxflK 

18 

225 

12.  Bolai 

28 

253 

13.  Bah/as 

7 

260 

14.  NaaUabXd 

6 

266 

4 

Route  No.  83. 

.  Birjand  to  SIstXn  vid  Nra. 
AwHority. — MacGregor. 


Stag*  «r  halting  place. 


1.  BtiDorBrji 

2.  Mto 


3.  8a*-i-Bishah    ... 


DllTJLVCB, 

nr  kiui. 

la  tonne- 
diate. 

Total. 

7 
24 

17* 

7 
31 

48* 

Description,  Ac 


See  Alternative  Route  No.  82. 

The  road  is  quite  good  up  the  Birjand  valley. 
Here  is  a  village  with  water  and  supplies. 

The  road  is  quite  level  and  good.  A  low  hill 
crossed.  Here  is  a  village  with  water  and 
supplies. 


16 


114 


fiotrn  No.  S^—contd. 
Birjand  to  Sistdn  vift  JVX A— oontd. 


Btaft  or  halting  place. 


DxflXAYCK,  ZH  KH.1 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  4c. 


4.  SailIbXd 


5.  Chahab  DaswIza 


6.  KfitiBKH 


7.  Nih 


8.  AxiABiD 


9.  Bah  Din 


10.  Shajtd 


11.  NASfSiBJh) 


••• 


••• 


••• 


21 

69} 

14 

83} 

14 

< 

97} 

21 

118* 

17* 

136 

21 

157 

27 

184 

17* 

201} 

The  road  is  level  between  hills.  At  10th  mile 
is  the  well  of  Chah  Khoja  8hafi.  Sailabad  is  a 
village  with  bad  water,  and  some  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  for  7  miles  ;  it  goes  through 
sand.  The  water  here  is  brackish,  and  there 
are  no  supplies. 

The  road  is  level,  bat  crosses  a  low  pass  elose  to 
the  stage,  where  there  is  a  village,  with  water 
and  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  by  one  route ;  a  shorter  road 
goes  over  the  hills.  There  is  a  large  village 
here,  with  water  and  supplies. 

The  road  is  good,  but  crosses  one  easy  pass.  At 
7th  mile  pass  the  well  of  Khiimik.  Here  there 
is  a  village,  with  water  and  supplies. 

The  road  is  through  and  over  low  hills,  and  for 
2  farsangt  goes  down  a  river  bed  with  hills  on 
both  sides.  This  is  a  village  ;  but  the  water  is 
brackish*    Supplies  are  procurable. 

The  road  is  quite  level,  over  waste  and  sand. 
Water  from  river  bed.    No  supplies. 

The  road  is  over  the  dry  bed  of  a  lake,  and  is 
quite  good.    A  town. 


Route  No.  84. 

BlBJAND  TO  TURBAT-I-HilDARI. 


Jutkoriip.—QoiMum. 


Dikavcb,  nr  mn. 

Stag*  or  halting  plies. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Deaoriptlon,  Ac 

1  RubXt 

2.  Chabax 

3.  MahaxadXbId   ... 

4.  NokXb 

16 

16 
16 
16 

16 
32 
48 
64 

US 

Rout*  No.  84— «m/i; 
Birjand  to  SUtdn  via  Nih— contd. 


DlMAJTCB. 

or  mum 

8taft  or  haltlaff  plaos. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 

6.  Nix  BixtfcH    ... 

16 

80 

6.  Kaxh               ... 

16 

96 

7.  Kuxd 

24 

120 

8.  BuBiT-i-IxaXvi... 

16 

136 

9.  MilHAK 

24 

160 

Kl  SllAlfnAliBiP  ... 

16 

176 

1L  BuBiT-I-BfBt     ... 

16 

192 

11  TUBBAT-I-HillUXI 

32 

224 

BtfJNtjRD. 

Lat  87°  30/ ;  Long.  67°  21'. 

A  town  in  Khurasan,  situated  in  a  valley,  64  miles  W.  of  Kuch&n.  It  has 
about  1,200  houses,  and  the  population  consists  chiefly  of  Kurds  of  the 
Shahdillu  tribe.  The  basin,  in  which  Bujnurd  stands,  has  an  area  of  about 
SO  square  miles,  and  stands  at  an  elevation  of  3,200'.  The  soil  is  fertile, 
and  water  ample.  The  valley  is  so  enclosed  by  mountains,  that  no  very 
important  road,  either  commercial  or  military,  can  ever  pass  through  it. 
Besides  Bujnurd  there  are  about  a  dozen  villages  in  the  valley. 

Pethisevitch,  however,  was  of  opinion  that  the  route  from  Astrabad  to 
Kashhad  through  Bujnurd  might  be  a  very  important  one  (vide  Astrabad), 
and  that  it  could  easily  be  made  practicable  for  wheeled  vehicles. 


Boute  No.  85. 

BtjJNtjRD  TO  AsTaXbXd. 

Antkority. — MacGregor;  Kinneir. 


DurtAMcmt  a  Man. 

StafeorhaJtiaf  pise*. 

laterme- 
diato. 

ToUL 

Dsscilptfooi  Ac. 

L  SlMALflHaW 

21 

21 

The  road  ascends  gently  over  good  road  of  earth 
for  10}  miles  ;  then  descends  equally  easy  to 
Simalghan,  a  large  village,  with    water    and 
supplies.  At  10 J  mile  pass  village,  where  a  halt 
can  be  made. 

-V- 
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ftotJTE  No.  85 — eontd. 
B&jn&rd  to  Arirdbad—contA. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


2.   BUBlTKABABfL 


DlSTUTCE,  IJf  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


24 


46 


Description,  Ac. 


The  rood  goes  for  10  miles  to  Charaanbft  np  a 
valley  draining  to  Simalghan,  and  is  level,  though 
rather  stony.  Here  a  halt  can  be  made  ;  excel- 
lent water  and  forage  are  abundant,  and  fuel  i* 
procurable.  From  this  the  road  ascends  gradually  to  Chihlb&sh  at  the  top  of  the  range.  Here 
alno  there  i«  a  spring  and  forage.  Thence  there  is  an  easy  descent  to  Rub&t,  where  there  is 
an  old  sarai ;  and  water  and  forage  are  abundant,  and  fuel  is  procurable. 


3.  Pukhli  Kula 


4.  GuBOlic 


6.  SangXb 


21 


21 


6.  Naudih 


7.  Ramian 


8.    FlNDASISK 


9.   KfJTAL 


10.  GuliXbId 


11.  AstrabJld 


14 


66 


87 


101 


14 


14 


14 


14 


14 


14 


115 


129 


143 


157 


171 


185 


The  road  is  quite  good,  and  goes  down  a  valley 
about  5  miles  broad,  which  drains  to  the  Gurgan. 
Water,  forage,  and  fuel  are  very  abundant  here. 
There  is  an  old  sarai  here. 

The  road  is  level  through  a  jungle.  Here  are 
many  large  camps  of  Guklan  Turkmans  ;  and 
water,  fuel,  and  forage  are  abundant,  and  some 
supplies  procurable. 

The  road  is  level  at  foot  of  hills  on  the  left  of 
the  river,  and  is  quite  good  thronghout.  There 
is  a  village  here,  and  water,  fuel,  and  forage  are 
abundant.  This  place  is  also  called  Pisra  and 
Haji  Zar. 

The  road  is  good  at  foot  of  hills  on  the  left, 
through  jungle  for  a  part  of  the  way. 

The  road  ib  level  and  good  all  the  way,  descend- 
ing the  valley.  Here  is  a  village  with  water ; 
fuel  and  forage  abundant,  and  some  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  and  good,  through  jungle  all 
the  way  nearly.  Here  is  a  village,  with  water ; 
fuel  and  forage  abundant,  and  some  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  and  good  through  jungle,  bnt 
is  heavy  in  places  from  mud.  Village ;  water, 
fuel,  and  forage  abundant,  and  some  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  and  good,  through  jungle. 
Village ;  water,  fuel,  and  forage  abundant ;  some 
supplies. 

The  road  as  above. 


Kinneir  gives  the  following  stages  :— 

1.  Mama. 

2.  Simalghan- 

3.  Kal  Posh. 


4.  Hajiptir. 

5.  Kntal. 

6.  Kunduzak. 


7.  Astrabad. 


Tide  article  Astrabad  for  Pet runov itch's  opinion  regarding  this  road,  and  compare   with 


the  following 


aa. 
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Route  No.  86- 

BtfjNtJRD  TO  AsTRJLbaD. 


Authority. — Napieb. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlfTAHCB,  XV  XILBS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Dencription,  Ac. 


1.  Shimalghaic 


2,  BtTBiT-I-KlEABfL 


3.  Chahda  AbbXs  ... 


4.  GrBoiir 


30 


32 


16 


30 


62 


78 


28 


106 


From  Buinurd  W.  across  a  spur  of  Akhir  Kub, 
over  a  good  road,  to  Shimalghan,  a  collection  of 
8  or  10  villages,  with  400  or  500  houses  lying  in 
a  fine  plateau,  which  stretches  W.  for  32  or  40 
miles. 

W.  and  S.,  32  miles  to  Rubat-i  Karagaz  or  Kara- 
bfl,  an  old  caravansarai  of  the  time  of  Shah  Abbas 
on  a  plateau  draining  to  the  Gurgan. 

About  W.  to  Chanda  Abbas  and  Arghut,  depopu- 
lated places  on  the  same  plateau,  near  its  W. 
edge.  On  the  hills  to  the  N.  lie  Karasrifan 
and  Shahabad  (which  appears  as  Shahbaz  on 
many  maps). 


W.  at  8th  mile  reaching  the  defile  known  as  the 
Dahan-i-Gurgan.  This  defile  is  described  as  nar- 
row and  shut  in  by  precipitous  hills ;  and  from  a 
distance  it  has  this  appearance,  but  the  rood  is  good 
and  might  be  made  passable  for  guns.  A  wide  road,  cut  by  Shah  Abbas,  is  now  buried  in 
«lm*e  forest.  From  the  defile  to  Gurgan  in  the  plain  is  20  miles,  following  the  stream, 
which  rifles  below  the  defile.    At  Gurgan   are  camps  of  Guklan. 


5.  G6mbaz-i-Kau8 


6.  FI9DABI8K 


7.  AmiBAD 


••• 


32 


24 


36 


138 


162 


198 


Thence  following  along  the  high  banks  of  the 
Gurgan,  W.  to  the  Gumbaz-i-Kaus,  a  tower  in  the 
plain,  where  are  the  ruins  of  a  city,  and  camps  of 
Guklan. 

Across  Gurgan  plain,  W.  to  Findarisk,  a  large 
village  on  the  skirts  of  the  belt  of  forest,  and  in 
the  district  of  Astr&bad. 

The  above  route  appears  to  be  very  much  the 
same  as  MacGregor's.  Vide  article  Astrabad  for 
Pet  ruse  vitch  s  views  regarding  this  route. 


Route  No.  87- 

BfotfRD  to  BostXm  via  MazinXn. 


Jnitoriff. — KlNWBlB. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distavci,  nr  vilii. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  Kalabm-Shadilc 

2.  Iaabai 


28 
35 


28 
63 


} 


This  route  cannot  be  traced. 


118 


Routb  No.  87 — contd. 
Bujftird  to  Boitdm  viA  Mazindn—contd. 


Dxskajvci,  at  mxus. 

.      ■    »                           u- 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

8.  Abbababad 

4  MaZINAX 

6.  Bab6 

6.  Dm  MfoLiH     ... 

7  Bostajc 

42 
17 
36 
24 
36 

106 
122 
167 
181 
216 

•  This  route  cannot  be  traced. 

Route  No.  88. 

BtfjNtJRD  TO  CHIKISHLIAR. 

Authority. — MacGrbgor. 


Stage  or  halting  plaoe. 


Dimvcs,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Maxa 


2.  ChihlGuzb 


3.  Mabawa      Tafbh 


17 


24 


21 


17 


41 


62 


The  road  ascends  pretty  steeply  over  the  Akhir 
hill,  and  then  descends  steeply  to  MaVna,  m 
large  village,  with  water,  fuel,  and  forage. 

The  road  is  level,  descending  gradually  along  the 
river;  but  it  is  narrow  and  atony.  Water,  fuel, 
and  forage  abundant. 


The  road  first  ascends  pretty  steeply,  but  is  not 
difficult  from  3 J  miles  to  the  top  of  the  Kotal 
Htinkai,  and  then  descends  again  to  the  river. 
(There  is  no  practicable  road  by  the  river,  which  is  confined  between  cliffs.)  Thence  the  rt  ad 
goes  along  the  tank  of  the  river.  Here  are  water,  fuel,  and  forage  in  abundance.  This 
kotal  is  the  only  difficult  plaoe,  but  it  has  been  crossed  by  guns. 


4  Dahua  Sozish   ... 


6.  Gbkjai 


6.  ChXtki 


7.  Chikishliab 


••• 


21 

83 

17 

100 

17 

117 

62 

169 

The  road  is  good  along  the  bank  of  the  river  all 
the  way.  Here  water,  fuel,  and  forage  arc 
abundant. 

The  road  is  good  along  the  bank  of  the  river  all 
the  way.  Here  water,  fuel,  and  forage  are 
abundant. 

The  road  as  above.  This  is  the  junction  of  the 
ChAndfr  and  the  Atrak  riven.  Water,  fuel, 
and  forage  are  abundant. 

Thence  to  Chikishliar  road  runs  along  the  river. 
It  is  never  travelled,  except  by  Turku  rains,  but 
the  road  is  quite  level,  and  water,  fuel,  and 
forage    almost     everywhere,    with     numeroua 
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Routb  No.  88— contd. 
B&jnurd  to  Chikiskliar^-ooxAA. 


Stag*  or  hahisf  plat*. 


DlSTAJTCB,  XV  KILM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


tamps  of  nomads  on  the  banks.  This  road  is  practicable  for  guns.  From  M&na  a  road  goes 
on  to  Gannakban,  and  is  good,  but  through  a  narrow  defile  along  the  side  of  the  river. 
Garmakhan  is  a  Tillage,  with  water,  fnel,  forage,  and  supplies.  Thence  to  Shiran  is  21 
mile*.  The  road  is  good  by  the  river,  and  is  narrow  in  places.  Thence  to  Mashhad, 
the  road  goes  by  Kabushan  and  Badkan. 


Route  No.  89. 

BtJJNtJRD  TO  DURJLN 


Authority. — Napier. 


iptage  or  halting  plaoe. 


Duvaycb,  nryusa. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  DadiIha 


56 


66 


From  Bftjnurd  due  N.  to  the  Garmakhan  tri- 
butary, 7  miles.  Thence  a  footpath  strikes  oil 
due  N.  over  the  higher  spurs  of  the  Atrak 
watershed ;  and  ?aining  the  Atak  by  the  Dihana 
of  Moujah,  one  fargahk  beyond  which  lies  the  fort  of  Ndr  Vardi,  the  leading 
Ak*akal  of  the  Tekke  of  Akhal.  The  bridle-road  follows  the  stream  S.W.  for  10$  miles, 
and  then  strikes  off  N.  over  a  low  portion  of  the  spur  into  the  plain  or  plateau  of  Harar, 
traversing  which,  and  crossing  a  high  spur  into  the  Ab-i-Sunt  valley,  it  passes  at  66th 
the  ruins  of  Dadiana. 


2.  DesXv      (in 

Akhal). 


the 


28 


84 


Thence  a  road  goes  N.  to  the  Dihana  or  pass  of 
Abz&r,  17  J  miles  ;  and  3£  miles  across  the  plain 
to  Dtiran  and  Earakhan  (or  Kargh&n).  Another 
turns  towards  the  £.  to  the  Dihana  Moujah,  28 

miles ;  and  thence  to  Kala-i-Nur  Vardi  Khan.     Both  roads  are  said  to  be  passable  for  laden 

males. 


Route  No.  90. 

BtJJNtJRD  TO   GARMAB. 


Jutiority. — Napier. 


Dxatavcx,  nr  mlxs. 

0taf»  or  halting  plaea. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

L   SaUIXH 

17 

17 

To  village  Garmakhan,  12  miles,  vide  Route 
No  96. 
Thence  cross  Atrak  by  sound  wooden  bridge. 
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Route  No.  90 — contd. 
Bujnnrd  to  Garmdb — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distance,  it  milks. 


Description,  Ac. 


At  13}  mile  pass  hamlet  Ispay,  and  enter  narrow  glen  commanded  by  precipitous  height*. 

Follow  rough,  stony  path  to  village  Shaikh  at  17th  mile. 

The  following  villages  lie  to  left  of  route  at  short  distances,  but  hidden  by  low  ridges  :— 


Hunazi 
Hamami 
Karalari 
Charbuka 


••• 
••• 
... 


... 

••• 
••• 


10 
20 
20 
50 


hou 


9* 


Pass  through  narrow  gap  between  hi<rh  rocks  crowned  with  ruined  guard  towers,  and 
follow  well  marked  track  N.  up  glen.  At  2}  mile  pass  over  ridge  550',  by  steep  path,  and 
descend  sharp  slope  into  glen  on  opposite  side,  and  crossing  low  spur  at  4}  mile,  reach 
hamlet  Sirazri  at  mouth  of  narrow  gap  in  precipitous  ridge.  Path  turns  off  right  up  lateral 
glen  to  village  Arkhan-Kala.  Pass  through  gap  and  enter  plain  of  Tak-Maran.  CYom 
plain  level,  barren,  and  waterless,  in  N.E.  direction.  At  8}  mile  road  from  Shirvan  to  Mana 
Crosses  route.  At  12}  mile  reach  foot  of  ridge  bounding  plain  to  N.  and  hamlet  Btk. 
Ascend  ridge  1,200',  reaching  crest  at  14}  mile.  Ascent  steep  and  rooky  over  narrow  path. 
Descend  ridge  into  Kiishkhana  valley. 

35  At  16}  mile,  after  steep  descent  by  very  rough 
bridle  path,  cross  small  stream,  and  at  18th  mile, 
passing  over  low  spur,  reach  Saveldi.  Follow 
stream  down  from  Saveldi  keeping  to  right  side 
of  narrow  glen  enclosed  by  low,  easy  heights.  At  5}  mile  reach  Tangi-Eala  mud  fort  and 
village  on  open  plain.  Bend  N.y  and  follow  small  stream  up  open,  marshy  glen,  pawing 
at  8}  mile  village  of  Kulai.  At  10}  mile  ascend  plateau,  and  at  11}  mile  reach  village 
Zaidar.  Bend  N.  over  open  plateau  with  easy  undulations,  and  at  18}  mile  reach  low 
saddle  connecting  high  mountains  to  right  and  left. 


2.  Saveldi 


18 


3.  Gabmab 


27} 


62} 


Descend  by  very  narrow  and  rocky  path,  2,500', 
into  valley  of  Garmab.    Follow  narrow  glen  com- 
manded by  precipitous  heights,  and  at  27}  mile, 
reach  Garmab  mud  fort  and  village. 
Note. — From  Garmab  to  the  Atrak  is  a  distance  of  about  16  miles,  of  which  10  lie  over 
rough  hills.     The  road  is  said  to  be  practicable  for  laden  camels. 


Route  No.  91- 

BIjn&id  to  Jajarm. 


An  ik  ority. — Napier. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DisTAirci,  nr  milis. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Sh6ha]t  or  Shao 

OHAM. 


28 


28 


Leaving  town,  bear  S.,  across  cultivated  plain. 
At  1st  mile  enter  hill  skirts;  at  1}  mile  paxs 
KalA  Aziz,  thence  bear  S.S.W  ;  at  3rd  mile  cross 
small  stream,  Shahju,  flowing  into  plain  of  Buj- 
nurd, and  enter  gardens  of  Kala  Alt  Verdi  Kh&n.  At  3}  mile  p*»»  that  village ;  at  4J  mile  over 
hill  skirts  past  stream  of  Besh  Pardash,  and  bear  S.YV.  through  low  spurs  from  Aladajrh. 
At  6th  mite  pats  village,  Matrald ;  road  good  between    low  hills.      At  7th  mile  pass 
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Routs  No.  91 — contd. 
Bujnird  to  Jajarm — contd, 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DifTAircx,  nr  mum. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description,  fto* 


Argi-Mahamad  Khan,  right ;  at  8J  mile  reach  Darband-i-Firuza,  pass  between  mountains 
Firuxa  and  Salig  and  Aladagh,  wide  and  open,  road  good,  greatest  ascent  150'.  At  9th  mile 
pa<w  Finiza  left,  at  foot  Kuli  Salig ;  at  1GJ  mile  descend  to  stream  ;  at  11th  mile  road  turns 
off  left  to  Isferain.  Thence  bear  W.  •  at  15th  mile  emerge  on  high  plateau  connecting 
Kuh  Salig  acd  Aladagh ;  at  19t)i  mile  descend  slightly  over  plain,  Takhta  Yashashi,  to  22 i 
miles,  and  paw*  spring  and  hamlet,  Ab-i-Sharin ;  road  turns  off  left  to  village,  Tawar,  and 
thence  to  Chahardeh. 

At  24 1  mile  pass  Hisar,  15  houses,  and  enter  valley  of  Shuhan.  At  28th  mile  village  of 
Sbuhan,  1(10  houses.    Supplies  and  water  plentiful. 

Xote. — Road  good,  passable  for  wheels.  Direct  road  to  Chahardeh  turns  off  from  village 
Hi*ar,  distance  thenee  20  miles. 

Bear  S.  from  Sbuhan  over  level,  cultivated  plain  for  1£  miles  ;  then  enter  hill  skirts  ; 
at  5th  mile,  direct  road  from  Bujniird  and  Tawar  comes  in  left  rear ;  enter  open  glen 
leading  to  pass ;  at  7  J  mile  pass  village  Darband  to  left  of  ravine,  at  head  oi  Sbuhan 
▼alley ;  road  level  and  good.  Thence  enter  level  plain.  At  11}  mile  pass  village  Kufr, 
right ;  road  to  Isferain  turns  off  left. 


2.  ChahXbmh 

Sanohas. 


or 


17J  45£  At  1H  m^e»  crossing  level,  alluvial  plain, 

enter  garden  walls  of  Sanghas,  200  houses. 
Supplies  ample ;  water  slightly  brackish. 
Bear  W.  from  Sangh&s,  and  at  1st  mile  pass  village  Khudashah,  1  mile  right.  Thence  2 
miles  through  scattered  cultivation.  At  3rd  mile  bend  S.W. ;  at  4th  mile  Jafar&bad  off 
left ;  at  5th  mile,  1  mile  right,  village  of  Turbat.  Thence  over  dry,  sandy  plain,  destitute 
of  water,  and  scantily  covered  with  saksaul  and  thorny  herbs,  to  dry  cistern  (hauz)  11  miles. 
T»  right  of  hauz,  distant  2J  to  3  miles,  lies  large  mound  of  bright,  red  colour,  at  foot  of 
Kuh  Chuka,  where  is  a  small  spring  of  good  water.  At  12th  mile  bear  W.,  plain  sandy  and 
gravelly,  hill  slopes  on  right  distant  1  to  2  miles ;  at  3rd  mile  pass  old  kandt. 


3.  Jajajmc 


26 


7H 


Thence  descending  slightly,  at  26th  mile, 
reach  town  of  Jajarm,  300  houses.  Water  and 
supplies  ample. 


Route  Nck  92. 

BftrxfjRD  to  Karakala  via  Karai. 


A  tUkoriff. — Nap  ibr. 


ft 

DlSTAjrCt,   X*  MILKS. 

Stage  or  halting-  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Deieription.  Jto. 

L  PlBHKALA 
2.  SiftrKAVIBH 

234 
23| 

23} 

47i 

[  Vide  Route  No.  93. 

17 


122 


Routb  No.  92 — contd. 
Bujnurd  to  Kdrakala  vift  jKarai— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiiTurci,  nr  mis. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ao. 


3.  KlZLAB  Khalasi 


17 


64* 


As  in  Route  No.  94  for  7\  miles,  thenc*  fol- 
low down  valley  of  Khartul  over  open,  level  ground 
to  Kizlar  Khalasi,  rained  fort,  on  high  mound- 
Camp  at  17th  mile  on  left  bank  of  stream.     Grass  and  wood  abundant. 

From  camp  cross  stream  and  strike  N.W.  over  plain  enclosed  by  wide  bend  of  stream. 
At  2  J  mile  recross  stream   by  good  ford,  and  skirt  lower  spurs  of  Karai  ridge. 

At  7 tit  mile  cross  low  marly  spur,  and  descend  into  glen  of  Karai.  Path  from  Karakul* 
to  Chnhil  Guzr  passes  down  glen. 

Bend  N.  up  bed  of  small,  wit  stream,  through  defile  commanded  by  precipitous  spurs, 
and  ascend  by  steep  slope  to  cn»st  of  Gazband  ridge  at  15th  mile.  Ascent  about  1,1'HJ*. 
steep  for  last  mile.  Soil  of  hill  slopes  marly,  outcrops  of  rock  infrequent.  Ridge  wide  and 
open,  with  extensive  downs  stretching  to  right  and  left. 


4.   CHANDfB 


22 


86} 


Descend  from  ridge,  2,000'  to  banks  of  Chandfr 
at  22nd  mile,  hill  slopes  easy  and  of  soft  form* 
at  ion,  clothed  with  grass  and  juniper.     Camp  on 
openings  on  banks  of  Chandfr  well  supplied  with  grass  and  wood. 


6.  KIkakala 


••• 


26} 


113 


Descend  Chandfr  about  2|  miles  to  Yartik-Kala* 
and  thence  ascend   spur  of  ridge  to  right,   and 
b^nd  N.E.  along  ridge  joining  Route  No.  3  at 
about  12i  mile. 
From  camp  a  bridle  path  leads  directly  up  an   easy  spur  to  crest  of  ridge,  distance  9 
miles ;  path  narrow,  but  practicable  for  laden  animals. 
Thence  as  in  Route  No.  93. 

Note. — The  route  from  Yartik-Kala  to  crest  of  ridge  was  not  surveyed,  but  the  line  it  takes 
was  visible  from  the  direct  bridle  path.  The  Persian  guns  were  dragged  up  by  hand.  There 
is  no  means  of  avoiding  this  high  ridgp  save  by  a  detour  by  the  Chat-i-Chandir,  for  it  maintains 
anearly  uniform  height  as  far  as  Dingalan,  a  considerable  elevation,  20  miles  W.  along  tbe  ri«lge. 
The  path  crossing  route  at  the  7th  mile  from  Kizlar  Khalasi  follows  stream  to  junction 
with  Khartul  stream,  and  then  enters  a  very  narrow  and  rugged  defile  known  as  the  Chahil 
Guzr,  or  40  crossings.  This  route  was  surveyed  down  to  the  Atrak,  having  been  described  as 
the  best  route  into  the  Atrak  valley  from  the  Atrak  and  the  northern  tributaries.  A  narrow 
path  leads  from  side  to  side  of  the  defile,  barely  affording  passage  through  dense  jungle  for 
single  horsemen  ;  and  the  stream,  which  in  rainy  weathei  would  oftVr  a  serious  obstacle,  ha*  to 
be  constantly  crossed  and  recrossed.  A  road  fit  for  guns  at  dry  seasons  might  be  made  with- 
out  much  difficulty,  and  would  turn  the  inacoiks.<ihlo  slopes  of  the  Buzdaghi  and  Ak  Chaahmm 
mountains  which  extend  for  many  miles  on  either  flank  of  the  defile. 


Route  No.  93. 

BfortniD  to  Kabakala  rid  0z£x  Das  a. 
Jw/Jon7jr.— Napier. 


Dotajtc*.  nr  hubs. 


Stair*  or  halting;  pbes. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  Pbsheala 


•..I 


23* 


Description.  Ac 


23}      Bear  N.E.  from   Bujnurd  acm**    ferel   plain, 
rW.iin%r  at  4th   mile   ft**  of  ridge    enclosing 
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Route  No.  93 — contd. 
Ruinird  to  Karakala  vi&  Vzun  Dara—oontd. 


tttaft  or  halting  place. 


DlBTMTCt,  IV  MILIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


plain  to  W.  At  6th  mile,  ascending  easy  spur,  pass  village  Langar,  1  mile  right.  At  9th 
mile  reach  crest  of  ridge.  Road  narrow  and  winding,  but  keeping  to  spur  of  easy  slope  and 
aoft  surface.  Total  ascent  about  1,500'.  Thence  descend  into  glen  leading  down  to  plain 
of  Mana.  At  11 J  mile  reach  hamlet  Gudari;  descent  about  1,600';  path  rough  and 
stony. 

At  12th  mile,  still  descending  glen,  pass  Karakanld,  at  12}  mile  Yangi-Kala, 
at  12}  Chink,  at  13}  Kalata.  Eirik  }  mile  left.  Large  village  Sariwan  1  mile 
right 

At  19th  mile,  following  course  of  stream,  reach  Kaikanlu.  Total  descent  about  3,700' ; 
mad  throughout  bad  bridle  path.  From  Sariwan  a  path  following  a  better  line  crosses  the 
same  ridge  at  a  lower  point  near  village  Badranlu. 

From  Kaikanlu  cross  level  cultivated  plain  to  Peshkala  at  23}  mile. 

From  Peshkala  bear  W.N.W.  towards  Atrak,  and  passing  over  cultivated  ground  and  nar- 
row paths  in  dense  cane-brakes,  at  2}  mile  reach  river  bank.  Cross  by  ford  girth  deep,  with 
►mitt  current,  marked  only  by  break  on  either  bank.  A  better  ford  exists  1  mile  up  stream, 
but  both  shift  occasionally,  and  from  constant  turbid  state  of  water  and  treacherous  bottom, 
cannot  be  safely  tried  without  a  guide. 

From  ford  N.  towards  high  ridge,  passing  through  cane-brakes  and  over  untilled  level 
land.  At  4}  mile  reach  hill  skirt.  Bear  N.W.  over  hill  skirts,  undulating  gently,  and 
clothed  with  thin  herbage  and  clumps  of  dwarf  juniper.  Soil  marly.  At  9}  mile  cross 
•mall  stream  Kiloh-Kamish  flowing  to  Atrak.  At  10}  mile  enter  nearly  dry  bed  of  stream, 
and  turn  N.  up  its  course.  At  14th  mile  reach  crest  of  Kashgai  ridge,  ascent  from  river 
l,50<y,  easy  throughout  heights  on  either  hand  accessible  to  cavalry.  Descend  from  ridge 
into  wide  valley  drained  by  Gogtil  Chai  brook.  At  16}  mile,  after  easy  descent  of  700  to 
ftf.  cross  Gogtil  Chai,  knee-deep  and  muddy,  with  dense  cane-brakes  on  banks.  Bend 
N.W.  up  open  valley.  At  19}  mile  track  leading  to  Kaz  and  Jargilan  and  the  Atrak 
turns  off  rignt. 


2.  Samxkamjbu 


23| 


47} 


At  23}  mile,  over  level  or  slightly  undulat- 
ing, marly  ground,  reach  Sarikamish,  a  wide  ex- 
tent of,  cane-brakes  and    marshy  meadows  at 
source  of  tributary  brook  of  the   Gogtil.    Grass 
and  water  abundant  at  all  seasons. 

From  camp  continue  N.W.  towards  low  saddle  connecting  Buzdaehi,  a  high  precipitous 
mountain  on  left,  with  ridge, of  Koti-Burlan.  At  3}  mile  reach  crest.  Ascent  600.'  Descend 
thence  300*  into  valley  oi  Ab-i-Khart til,  tributary  of  the  Atrak,  down  a  glen  with  easy 
»l*ifKA,  well  clothed  with  juniper,  maple,  and  coarse  herbage.  At  7}  mile  road  to  Karai 
turns  off  left.  At  8th  mile  cross  Kharttil  stream  shallow  with  sound  bed,  and  passing  ruins 
of  large  village  Kharttil.  cross  valley.  Valley  N.W.  open  grass  land,  thinly  wooded  with 
alder  and  dwarf  maple  with  occasional  dense  thickets  of  undergrowth. 

Cross  low,  marly  spurs  of  high  ridge  to  right  of  route,  and  at  12th  mile  reach  tJztin 
Dara,  a  dry  sub-triontary.  Follow  up  dry  bed,  and  at  14th  mile  enter  close  defile. 
Continue  threading  defile  commanded  by  cliffs  and  peaks  of  slate,  shales,  and  marls,  ascending 
*t*irr.  At  Id}  mile  ascend  ridge,  reaching  crest  at  20th  mile.  Ascent  1,100'.  Road  bad 
bridle  path,  narrow  and  steep,  but  improveable. 


3.  CHASDi* 


82 


79} 


Tracks  turn  off  right  up  ridge  towards  Giffan 
and  left  to  Karai  and  the  Chat-i-Chandfr. 
Descend  over  easy  slopes  900*  to  ruins  of  Gilao 
at  28th  mile.  Camp  above  Gilao  on  meadows 
shut  in  by  high  cliffs.  From  Gilao  following 
course  of  small   stream  descend  easily  in  optn 
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Route  No.  98 — concld. 
Bijnurd  to  Karakala  vi&  tJzun  Dara— concld. 


■ 

DinurcB,  nr  miles. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  4c. 

glen,  with  slopes  well  clothed  with  grass  and  juniper  thickets.  At  21st  mile  past  site  of 
Panjao.  At  32nd  mile  debouch  on  valley  of  Chandir,  a  marshy  stream  girth  deep.  Valley 
narrow  and  full  of  cane-brakes  and  marsh. 

From  ford  descend  Chandir  valley  for  half  mile  and  strike  into  low  hills  at  foot  of  ridge 
enclosing  valiey  to  N.  At  \\  mile  commence  ascent  of  main  ridge  up  deep  rocky  ravine  wiQ 
wooded,  and  filled,  with  dense  undergrowth.  Bridle-path  narrow  and  devious  ;  slopes 
on  either  hand  easy.  At  4£  mile  emerge  on  open  spur  rising  easily  towards  crest  of 
ridge,  and  at  6}  mile  reach  crest,  level  and  open.  Grassy  downs  stretch  away  right  and 
left  in  easy  undulations,  and  fall  in  front  rapidly  towards  valley  of  the  Sunt.  Total  ascent 
2,600'. 


4.  KARAKALA 


25 


104* 


Bend  W.  along  crest  of  ridge  to  lOf  miles,  and 
thence  descend  by  good  bridle-path  to  Karakala, 
25  miles. 


Note.— An  alternative  route,  avoiding  the  difficult  pass  of  Uzun  Daraby  which  light  field 
guns  have  been  taken  to  Karakala,  and  the  Atrak. 


Route  No.  94. 

BtfjN<JRD  TO   KlZIL  ArvXt. 


Authority. — Napier. 


Stigt  or  halting  place. 


Disrurci, 

or  mua. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 


1.  Maka 


«•• 


24 


24 


N.W.    over    spur    of  Kuh    Akhir,    N.    of 
Bujnurd,    to    the    banks    of    the  Oannakhio 
tributary,  over  a  difficult   hill   path,  practicable 
for  laden  mules  only.    Mana  is  a  large  village 
of  400  to  500  houses,  including  the  neighbouring  hamlets. 


3.  Kabai 


2.  PlSHKALA  ...  12  36       Following  down  the  course  of  the  Garmakhan, 

which  flows  through  low*  undulating  hills. 
From  Pishkala  N.,  leaving  the  Garmakhan  %  al- 
ley, to  Kalta  Chinar,  site  of  a  large  village, 
now  deserted. 

28  64       Thence  W.  to    Karai,  also  a  ruined   village. 

Road  said  to  be  easy. 

Note. — From  Karai  two  roads  pass  over  the  spur  enclosing  the  Garmakhan  tributary  to 
the  N.  both  described  as  very  difficult,  though  the  one  to  the  W.  was  passed  by  the  guns 
taken  with  the  force  under  the  Saham-ud-Daulah  to  Karakala. 
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Route  No.  94— eontd. 
Bujnurd  to  Kizil  Jrvdt—contA. 


Staff*  or  halting  place. 


DXBTUTOl.  Iff  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  Ac. 


4.  ChandIb  Stheam 


6.   KaSAKALA 


••• 


26 


24 


6.  Kizil  ArvXt 


90 


114 


40 


154 


»  The  W.  road  ascends  the  spur  at  a  point 
known  as  Giuk  Kamar,  and  crossing  it,  descends 
in  a  N.W.  direction  into  the  valley  of 
the  Chandfr'  tributary.  Thence  passes  N. 
over  low  hills,  presenting  no  difficulties,  crossing 
the  Ab-i-Sunt  tributary  of  the  Atrak,  and  skirts 
the  W.  spurs  of  the  Sunt  Sur  mountain  to  Kara- 
kala. 

The  E.  road  passes  N.  from  Karai,  is 
slightly  shorter,  and  more  difficult,  but  it  is 
passable  for  horsemen.  It  creases  the  Chandfr 
tributary  at  a  point  16  miles  above  the  W. 
road,  where  are  the  ruins  of  a  fort,  known  as  the 
Kala,  Duduk,  and  thence  runs  N.W.  to 
the  Ab-i-Sunt,  and  over  the  Sunt  Sur  mountain 
to  Karakala,  44  miles. 


/ 


Thence  to  Kizil  Arvat  is  a  distance  of  40  miles, 
28  to  the  Atak,  by  a  difficult  road  skirting  the 
Dasiit,  a  high  plateau  extending  along  the  S. 
slope  of  the  outer  or  Atak  range  for  some  dis- 
tance, and  reaching  down  to  the  banks  of  the  Ab-i-Sunt,  and  passing  at  8th  mile  some  ruins 
known  as  Khoja  Mahalla.  The  descent  to  the  Atak  is  said  to  be  easy  and  practicable  for 
Hirht  guns.  From  the  foot  of  the  hills  to  Kizil  Arvat  is  12  miles  N.W.  across  the  plain. 
From  Khoja  Mahalla,  or  Mahallasa,  a  road  passes  N.E.  to  Bami  and  Burma,  28  miles 
di*taiit,  in  the  Atak. 


Route  No.  95. 

BtJJNtJRD  TO   MaNA  Vtd  THE   ATRAK. 


Authority. — Napier. 


Stag*  or  hatting  place. 


Dururcs,  is  milks. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Gabmakhav 


••« 


12 


12 


From  Bujnurd  strike  due  E.  across  the  plain, 
reaohing  at  3i  mile  head  of  defile  of  Baha-Aman, 
through  which  drainage  of  Bujnurd  plain  reaches 
the  Atrak. 

Follow  rough,  stony  path  on  left  bank  of  stream,  skirting  hills  enclosing  defile  on  left, 
for  3  miles  to  village  Baba-Am&n,  on  commanding  elevation  right  of  stream. 

At  7J  mile  cross  stream  by  wooden  bridge,  and  at  8J  mile  reach  crest  of  easy  spur  of 
1W,  ftrvam  making  wide  bend  to  left.  Bridle  path  to  Marwan  turns  off  right.  Path 
rough  and  enclosing  slopes,  in  places  precipitous.    Thence  enter  level,  well  cultivated  plain 
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Route  No.  95 — contd. 
Bijnird  to  Mana  vi&  the  Atrak — contd. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTAVCI,   IV  KILN. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description,  «e. 


extending  to  river.     Pans  through  villages  Karlti-Bali  and  Pirn,  at  foot  of  spur,  and 
stream  by  wooden  bridge. 

At  12th  -mile  reach  Garmakh&n  hamlet  ;  His&r  to  right. 

Note. —RoeA  through  defile' is  narrow,  but  easily  improveable,  the  gradients  being 
easy,  and  surface  free  from  outcrops  of  reck  for  the  most  part.  It  is  commanded  through- 
out by  the  enclosing  slopes  on  either  side,  wlrch  are  everywhere  easily  accessible.  Length  of 
olose  defile  5}  miles.     Total  descent  from  Bujndrd  about  400*. 

Bear  W.  from  Garmakhdn  down  Atrak  vallev  keeping  to  hill  skirts  to  left,  river  winding 
through  cultivated  lan^s  and  marsh  about  1  mile  to  right.  At  2nd  mile  pass  village  Ak-kala. 
At  6th  mile  pass  Abdullahab&d.    * 

At  8th  mile  Suruk,  across  river,  whence  bridle-path  passes  over  hills  N.  to  Katlish  in 
the  Shfrin  Dara. 

At  Hi  mile  pass  hamlet  Knrdanlu  at  mouth  of  defile  of  Zu.  Path  to  this  point  level 
and  wide,  requiring  little  to  make  it  practicable  for  wheels. 

At  12th  mile  cross  Atrak  bv  rickety  wooden  bridge.  Stream  unfordable,  flowing  between 
steep  banks  with  muddy  bottom. 

Thence  follow  right  bank  by  narrow  path  hemmed  in  between  bends  of  river  and  steep 
cliffs. 

At  13f  miles  reach  gardens  of  hamlet  Dtinjrir  on  left  bank.  Defile  opens,  but  is  still 
commanded  by  cliffs  on  either  hand.    Good  bridle  path  to  Biijndrd  turns  off  up  glen  left. 

Continue  on  right  bank  of  stream  following  its  windings  closely,  and  at  22}  miles  reach 
village  and  fort  of  Kalain,  on  mound  closing  mouth  of  defile.  Total  length  of  defile  9ft 
miles  ;   path  throughout  narrow  and  stony,  with  very  sharp  bends. 

Cross  river  by  wooden  bridge  and  pass  over  open  cultivated  ground,  and  low  marly  spur 
reaching  at  22ft  mile  open  plain  of  Mana.    Stream  makes  a  wide  bend  to  right. 


2.  Kashk£b£i> 
MXna. 


of 


291 


41ft 


Cross  plain,  leaving  river  1  to  1 J  miles  to  right, 
and  at  29ft  mile  reach  ruined  fort  of  Kashk&bad, 
h»ad-quarters  of  Mana  Border  Force. 
Fort  contains  50  houses,  and  has  new,  solid,  mud  walls  and  towers.    Supplies  plentiful. 

Note. — The  path  through  the  Zu  defile  is  practicable  for  laden  animals,  bnt  to  make 
a  road  for  wheel  transport  would  be  a  work  of  immense  labour,  for  the  cliffs  frequently  over* 
hang  the  unfordable  river,  and  are  almost  continuously  inaccessible  to  infantry.  An  easier 
line  might  be  found  skirting  the  heights  on  right  bank,  but  would  cross  a  difficult  ridge 
of  1,800  to  2,000  feet. 


Route  No.  96. 

BrfjNtJRD   TO   SaBZAWJlR. 


Authority. — MacGrbgor. 


Dbzavoi,  mum. 

Stage  or  hatting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

1*  IspirXut 

21 

21 

The  road,  as  far  as  Firtizmb,  7  miles,  is  level  and 
open ;  then  enter  defile  at  Dahan  Firuzah  bounded 
by  high  cliffs ;  go  through  this  for  8ft  miles  to 
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Route  No.  96 — eonfd, 
B&jnurd  to  Sabzawdr — eontd. 


8tar«  or  felting  place. 


DlftTAVCl,  nr  miss. 


Interme- 
dial!. 


Total 


Description,  Ac. 


Girwa ;  thence  go  over  Kutal-i-Siahkbana  (not,  practicable  in  winter  during  four  months  for 
animals),  3}  miles.    Thence  it  is  good  to  Isferain,  a  large  village.     Water ;  supplies. 

21  42        The  road  is  good  over  a  waste  without  Tillages ; 

all  the  way,  two  little  rises  passed  over.    Large 
village.     Water ;  supplies. 


1     JcYAIlT 


••• 


3.  SlBZAWl* 


24 


66 


The  road  is  pood,  and  goes  over  a  low  hill,  with 
very  easy  ascent. 


Route  No.  97. 

B&lNtjRDTO  THE  YAMtJT    PLAIN   Vld  THE    ATRAK. 

Juthority. — Napikr. 


Stiff  or  halting  place. 


DlNTAJfC*,   IV  MILBB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  PlSHKALA 

2.  IVSHA 


23} 
32 


23* 
55J 


Vide  Route  No.  93. 


Cross  Atrak  at  2\  mile  N.W.    and  hend  W., 
skirting    hill    slopes.      At  5 J  mile,    following 
course  of  river  at  distance  of  J  to  1  mile,  pass 
guard-lower  of   Gazband.     At   12 J  mile   reach 
ruins  of  Kharaki  on  open  plain,  with  extensive  rics  cultivation,  watered  by  Gogul  brook. 

Follow  course  of  river  over  sound,  level  ground  to  ford  at  24}  mile.  Cross  ford,  girth 
deep  with  swift  current,  and  strike  into  track  of  low,  barren  marly  undulations  stretching 
down  to  river  bank.  At  32nd  mile  reach  valley  of  Ins  ha,  small  stream  flowing  through 
moadows  and  cane-brakes,  and  enclosed  by  low,  easy  heights.  Camp  on  banks  of  stream. 
Wood  and  grass  abundant. 

Sote. — From  this  ford  down  to  the  Chahil  Guzr  defile,  the  Atrak  is  impassable,  and 
rough  hill  skirts  stretch  down  to  its  banks. 


9L  Makata 


••• 


30 


P87i 


Follow  down  Insha  stream  by  sound,  level  path 
on  hill  skirt.    Cross  stream  at  2,  mile  near  its 
junction  with  Atrak,  and  follow  course  of  river 
om  undulating  ground,  crossing  Garmab  brook  at  6|  mile. 

Leave  river  and  strike  W.  up  a  glen  of  the  Hankai  mountain.    Cross  mountain  at  eleva- 
tion of  about  2,000',  and  descend  into  Chinardara,  a  glen  leading  down  to  the  Atrak  at 


At  30th  mile  reach  Marava  Tapa,  a  remarkable  mound  in  plain. 
So**. — Beyond  the  Garmab  brook  this  route  has  not  been  surveyed,  but  the  whole  line 
down  to  Marava  was  distinctly  visible  from  high  points  to  the  N.  of  the  river.  The  track 
owr  the  mountain  is  described  as  a  fair  bridle-path,  but  the  ascent  from  Garmab  is  very 
arrera.  The  defile  of  Hankai  is  absolutely  impassable  for  man  or  beast.  From  Marava  to 
the  Garmul  plain  the  path  follows  the  open  valley.  In  spring  Garmul  camps  are  found 
from  Marava  downward. 
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BtfRUJlRD. 

Lat.  33°  64' ;  Long.  48°  38'. 

A  town  in  the  district  of  the  same  name,  200  miles  S.W.  of  Tih- 
ran, 190  miles  N.E.  of  Isfahan.  It  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  plain, 
sheltered  on  the  N.  by  a  mountain,  and  on  the  banks  of  a  small  river, 
which  flows  into  the  Dizful  river.  It  contains  about  15,000  souls,  amongst 
whom  are  many  fanatical  Sayyads  and  miillas.  Thfe  governor  of  the  small 
district  of  this  name  is  usually  a  prince  of  the  blood.  Here  are  the  finest 
pastures  rn  Persia,  for  which  reason  some  of  the  Persian  cavalry  are  station* 
ed  here,  and  numerous  and  excellent  horses  of  Arab  blood  are  reared  here. 
Some  of  the  divisions  of  the  Bakbtiari  tribes  are  accustomed  to  encamp  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  this  place.  The  carpets  manufactured  at  Burujird 
are  held  in  great  estimation.  The  bazar  is  a  busy  one,  and  there  are  seve- 
ral sarais.  Burujird  is  a  town  of  the  highest  strategical  importance,  as 
from  it  radiate  roads  to  Karma n shah,  Hamadan,  Tihran,  and  Isfahan,  as  well 
as  the  only  practicable  one  to  Dizful  and  S.W.  Persia. 

It  is  distant  from  Hamadan  4  stages  or     95  miles. 

Karmanshah  6       „  120 

Tihran  12       „  230 

Isfahan  10       „  230 

Water  and  supplies  are  good  and  plentiful,  but  firewood  and  transport  animals 
are  scarce. 


ft 


Route  No.  98. 

BtJRUjfRD  TO   DlZF(JL   vid   KhORAmXbAD. 

Authority. — Schixdler. 


8tagc  or  halting  place. 


DisTAirci,  ur  miles. 


Interne* 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  KblXnoIhi 


There  arc  two  main  roads  from  Burujird  to  Khoramab&d.  The  one  here  given,  and  an* 
other  which  leads  through  country  which  is  only  inhabited  in  summer,  and  passes  no 
Tillages. 

19}  19}       Road  good.    Leave    Burujird  by  the  Barhax 

gate,  and  proceed  in  a  S.W.  direction  as  far 
as  Chelantchiilan.  Up  to  this  point  the  t\«*U 
leads  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Burujird  stream. 
A  short  distance  beyond  it  crosses  the  stream,  here  12  paces  wide  and  from  2  to  4'  dwp,  hy 
a  new  bridge.  The  Silakhur  valley  contains  so  much  water  that  in  many  places,  especial  li- 
near the  village  of  Tandur,  it  is  reached  at  a  depth  of  1'.  The  large  village  of  Velian  con- 
tains some  fine  plane  trees.  Chebintchulan,  the  head-quarters  of  the  Yar-Ahmad  tribe  of 
Lurs,  contains  a  nost-house  and  some  120  families. 

After  proceeding  lj  miles  over  marshy  pastures,  the  road  crosses  the  stream,  and  1}  nvl«* 
beyond  that,  again  reaches  the  village  of  Keiangiini.  Another  road,  23  miles  in  length,  leave* 
Burujird  by  the  W.  gate,  passes  the  village  of  Gushe,  crosses  the  river,  and  continues  alon<g 
its  right  bank,  rid  Buz  Asna  to  Kelangani.  The  villages  on  the  right  bank  are  often 
plundered  by  the  Hassan vand  triln*  of  Lurs. 

Road  bad  as  far  as  Gardan-i-Raznn,  then  good.  After  1$  miles  the  mountain*,  which 
here  an*  steep  and  rugged,  are  entered  by  a  narrow  valley.  The  road  leaves  the  little  villas 
of  AzizabAd  on  the  left,  and  ascends  southwards  up  the  pass,  which  is  steep,  and,  in  winter. 
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Route  No.  98— eontd. 
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Staff*  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAirCI,  XV  MILS*. 


Interme- 
diate. 


/ 


Total 


Description,  Ac. 


dangerous.  From  the  summit  there  is  a  fine  view  of  the  Silakhiir  valley,  and  the  surround- 
ing ranges  of  mountains.  Two  mile*  beyond  is  Kazan,  a  large  village  with  over  200 
families,  a  citadel,  and  a  telegraph  station.  Two  miles  further  W.,  a  low,  stone  wall  marks 
th<?  boundary  of  Luristin.  The  road  now  enters  the  valley  of  the  Harud,  which  has  a  length 
of  2o  miles  and  a  breadth  of  12.  The  villages  of  Bengrizun,  Lab-i-ftudkhani,  <&c,  are  miser- 
able places. 


2,  Ziom,  or  Kala-i- 
HXidab-Khax. 


17* 


36| 


Thence  road  ascends  to  Kala-i-Hiidar-Khan, 
or,  as  it  is  also  called,  Zaghi,  a  village  x>n  the 
Znglti  stream. 
Iload  indifferent,  descends  into  the  Abistan  valley  by  the  Zaghi  pass,  which  in  winter  is 
barely  passable  owing  to  snow.  At  the  foot  of  the  mountain  are  the  ruins  of  a  post-hou.se 
built  only  3  years  ago.  Farther  to  the  left,  on  a  hill,  are  visible  the  ruins  of  Kara-Husain 
Klian.  The  Abistan  valley  is  very  fertile,  but  little  is  done  in  the  way  of  cultivation.  A 
few  miles  beyond  the  ruined  post-house  a  thin  wood  of  oaks  is  reached.  Beyond  that  the 
nmd  descends  by  the  Dara-i-Daraz  into  the  plain  of  Deh-i-Pir,  where  it  is  joined  by  the  road 
alluded  to  at  the  beginning  of  this  route.  The  Abistan  stream  here  f  oices  itself  a  way  through 
the  Kamar-i-Siah. 


3.  Kho&amXbId 


••• 


22} 


68} 


Passing  the  ruins  of  some  mills,  the  road  reach* 
es  the  cultivated  valley  of  Kamalband,  which 
stretches  N.  to  Khoramabad.  At  the  entrance 
of  the  valley  is  the  tomb  of  Pir-i-Zahand,  with  a 
conical  tower.  A  mile  and  a  half  before  renching  Khoramabad,  the  road  crosses  the  stream 
by  a  bridge  of  two  arches,  and  then  continues  along  its  left  bank  to  the  town  ;  the  last  part 
of  the  mad  is  over  a  long  bridge  or  rather  viaduct.  Khoramabad,  the  capital  of  Liiristan, 
eiTitains  about  1,000  families,  including  40  of  Jews.  On  the  left  bank  of  the  river  are  the 
ruin*  of  the  old  town,  and  on  a  blsck  rock,  those  of  the  castle  of  Kalak-al-Aflnk. 

ftnad  good.  When  the  river  is  low  travellers  can  proceed  by  the  right  bank  as  far  as 
the  village  of  Geldan,  but  in  spring,  when  the  river  is  too  deep,  they  must  cross  at  once  to 
the  left  side  and  remain  on  it. 


4*  SHiHIH-SliiH 


8 


Rood  verv  bad.    Ascends  the 


60} 


Shahin-Shah  lies  on  the  wooded  slopes  of  the 
Bovi  range,  near  a  rivulet,  which  flows  into  the 
Khorauiah&d  stream.  The  place  contains  some 
40  houses. 
Bovi  range  to  a  height  of  6,900',  and  descends  again 
to  the  8 bomb  stream,  crossing  it  neat  the  ruins  of  a  small  guard-house,  at  an  altitude  of 
4.7W.  In  the  valley  are  quantities  of  fine  oak  trees.  Then  ascend  2  miles  to  summit  of 
Hi  drab  pass,  5,650',  and  thence  to  the  little  plateau  of  Dadabad  which  is  thickly  covered  with 
wood,  and  averages  6.000'  above  the  sea.  This  place  is  cool  in  mid-summer,  and  inhabited 
by  a  few  families  of  Judekis  until  the  snow-water  fails,  in  July  or  August ;  there  are  no 
spring*. 


6.  CfllWtHK 


••• 


15 


81 1 


From  here  the  Nal  Shikanande  ("  Horseshoe- 
breaker  ")  pass,  which  is  very  appropriately  so 
termed,  leads  into  the  valley  of  Chimishk,  whicu 
can  boast  of  few  trees,  but  contains  excellent 
pasture*.  On  an  isolated  bill  in  its  midst  stand  the  four  walls  of  a  ruined  post-house.  The 
streams  which  water  the  valley  are  called  Kfgun  and  Kepkan.  These  unite  in  the  Chimishk 
gorge.    The  centra  of  the  valley  has  an  altitude  ox    6,465';  the  stream  at  the  gorge 

Bead  very  bad.    Beyond  the  Chimishk  pass  gigantic  formations  of  gypsum  are  encount- 
ered for  6  miles,  as  far  as  a  hill  of  red  clay,  called  Kala-i-Surkh.    The  road  then  turns  again 


18 
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to  the  S.,  passes  the  Tajin  stream,  where  there  is  a  small  ruined  building  amidst  willows 
and  tamarisks,  ascends  the  N.  W.  end  of  the  Kiih-i-Gfrd,  and  enters  the  Dur-Kurun  district. 


6.  NasbIbad 


15} 


97 


The  direct  road  goes  S.  to  Ab-i-Sard ;  bat  as 
no  provisions  are  to  be  procured  there,  it  is  ad- 
visable to  retrace  one's  steps  to  Nasrabad.  Leav- 
ing the  Aferfn  stream  to  the  right,  the  road 
ascends  a  lateral  valley,  past  a  tomb  and  excellent  spring  under  three  plane  trees,  then 
past  two  cypress  trees  in  the  centre  of  the  valley,  lastly  {ass  some  ruined  water-mills.  At 
Nasrabad,  the  castle  Kala-i-Nasfr,  post-house  and  telegraph  station.  Nasrabad  is  a"  new 
name,  dating  only  from  the  erection  of  the  telegraph. 

Road  bad.  A  few  miles  from  Nasrabad  on  a  little  rivulet  stand  the  ruins  of  two  post- 
houses,  called  Ab-i-Sard.  Thence  road  is  difficult,  ascending  over  large  angular  stones 
to  the  summit  of  the  Dehliz  pass,  5,74C/,  where  there  is  the  ruin  of  a  former  watch-tower. 
The  N.  slope  of  the  mountain  is  even  steeper  than  the  8.  one.  Below,  at  the  foot  of  the 
pass,  is  a  little  spring.    Here  a  more  direct  road  branches  off  to  the  left. 


7.  BXdImuc 


16} 


113* 


The  other,  which  is  called  Chdl  (t.e.,  "  desert  **), 
continues  N.W.  over  rounded  decomposed  lime- 
stone hills  for  8}  miles,  to  Badamak,  where  there 
is  a  good  halting-place.  Several  streams. 
Road  fairly  good.  The  thick  oak  forest  which  has  covered  the  country  from  Shahin-Shah, 
now  ceases  completely,  and  the  only  trees  visible  are  a  few  tamarisk  and  oleander  bushes! 
After  a  few  miles  the  road  traverses  the  Pinabad  range.  Beyond  that  the  Jaidar  road  bran* 
ohes  off  to  the  right. 


8.  ValmiIn 


••• 


13} 


127} 


The  road  continues  over  rounded  hills  of  gyp- 
sum, past  several  ruins,  one  of  which  with  seven 
trees  is  called  Seh-Darun,  until  the  Valmian 
stream  is  reached.  This  stream  is  also  called 
Ab-i-Fani  from  the  FKni  pass,  which  it  flows  through.  Valmian  is  a  ruined  village.  A  few 
families  of  Hassan vand  Lurs  pass  the  winter  here. 

Road  bad.  Four  and  a  half  miles  beyond  Valmian  the  road  crosses  the  Dum-i-Chfil  pan*, 
and  descends  into  the  Karkhah  valley.  Where  the  ground  liable  to  inundation  commence*, 
the  remains  of  an  old  well-paved  road  called  Rah-i-Ruskam  are  struck.  A  few  miles  further 
road  passes  Bagh-i-Khan,  a  station  mentioned  in  DeBode's  Itinerary,  a  small  valley  with 
a  few  trees  and  a  rivulet,  fords  the  Fani  stream,  and  ascends  the  steep  Jilu-i-Giringt»,  a.  spur 
of  the  Kuh-i-Besiari,  projecting  far  into  the  stream.  At  its  foot  can  be  seen  the  remains  of 
an  old  bridge. 


9.  Chamax-i-Gaz 


Road  bad.    Two  mi 


17} 


144} 


Two  miles  further  is  the  plain  of  Chaman-i-Ga* 
("  the  field  of  tamarisk  "),  a  good  halting-piao© 
for  caravans. 

«^» les  after  leaving  camp  the  road  fords  the  Leilun  river  flowing  from  the 

N.,  and  soon  after  reaches  the  ruins  of  Chaman-i-Gfrdab  or  ib-i-Garmak,  an  old  cara- 
van station  mentioned  by  Rawlinson,  standing  close  to  the  river  bank.  Three  miles  beyond, 
in  the  valley  of  Khazfn,  the  road  is  cut  through  the  gypsum  hill.  Continuing  thence,  rood 
passes  over  a  small  valley  covered  with  thick  grass,  called  juzar,  and  beyond  it,  over  continuous 
loose  stones,  reaching  a  place  where  countless  cairns  give  the  flat  hill  the  look  of  a  hngw 
burial  ground. 


10.  P^l-i-Taug 


14 


158} 


A  few  miles  further  the  ruins  of  the  village  of 
Ptii-i-Tang  arc  reached.    The  Seimarrah  river, 
which  is  here  only  16'  wide,  with  a  velocity  of 
3  miles,   forces   its  way  between  perpendicular  walls  of  rook  between  30  and  4C  high. 
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Road  bad.  Leaving  the  8cimarrah  stream,  the  road  now  proceeds  E.  over  hills  of 
tfTpmun.  and  loose  stones,  into  the  valley  of  G  and  jab,  where  the  Kialan  road,  wh'ch 
branched  off  left  at  Dehliz,  again  joins  in.  A  few  miles  beyond  the  Ab-i-Zal  river  is 
forded.  On  May  12,  it  was  6tf  wide  and  2'  deep.  Above  the  ford  are  the  ruins  of  three 
bridge*.  The  £b*i-Zal  rapidly  becomes  impassable  after  heavy  rains,  and  often  continues  so 
for  some  days. 


1L  KaLA-I-BlZA 


••• 


15 


173f 


Five  and  a  half  miles  beyond  the  Ab-i-Zal 
is  Kala-i-Riza.  Here  is  a  castle  garrisoned  ly 
100  infantry,  and  on  the  opposite  hill  a  telegrapa 
station,  and  near  it  a  mill. 
Road  bad.  After  4}  weary  miles  over  loose  stones,  the  road  reaches  a  little  stream 
which  waters  the  plain  of  Bidr&j.  A  mile  further  several  small  ruins  are  visible,  and 
U»yond  the  stream  those  of  a  large  village.  A  short  distance  to  the  N.E.  of  these  ruins 
commences  the  plain  of  Kirab,  in  which  are  said  to  be  numerous  burial  grounds,  dating 
fiom  the  Arabian  conquest,  and  the  remains  of  some  village*.  This  is  a  favourite  winter 
eimping-ground  of  the  Lurs.  Beyond  this ,  the  road  crosses  the  sandstone  range,  Waran 
Tushroal  passes  the  little  waterfall,  Tiktik-Ab,  and  bending  N.W.,  reaches  the  ruined 
oaravanaarai  of  Husaini.  The  road  is  here  free  from  loose  stones,  and  the  country  in  places 
altogether  devoid  of  them,  and  except  in  summer,  covered  with  thick  grass. 


12.  Camp       on 
BIlabu'd. 


the 


22} 


196} 


Eight  miles  beyond  Husaini,  over  a  succession 
of  bare  sandstone  rocks,  is  the  ford  of  the 
Halardd  (altitude,  924').  At  the  ford  are  the 
remains  of  an  ancient  bridge,  and  some  traces  of 
the  old  paved  road. 
Road  good.  The  road  crosses  the  stream,  which  is  not  deep,  but  over  60  paces  wide ;  a 
little  below  the  camp,  passes  the  ruins  of  another  bridge,  and  then  proceeds  nearly  due  E„ 
until  it  enters  the  Sahra-i-Lur  plain  at  Do  Kuh.  Here  is  an  old  aqueduct  leading  from 
Kala-i-Kasm,  a  ruined  tower  in  the  Tang-i-Wan  pass.  Soon  after,  two  ruined  reservoirs 
a  it  pa**ed.  A  few  miles  beyond  that  the  road  crosses  an  irrigation  canal,  supplying  the 
fi*ld*  of  the  ruined  village  of  Salihabad  on  the  left.  Further  on  the  road  passes  Chika- 
channe,  a  hill  of  considerable  height,  on  which  a  fire  temple  is  said  formerly  to  have  stood. 


13.  Duf6l 


18 


214} 


Dizful  is    entered  by  a  fine  21-arched  bridge, 
520  paces  in  length  {vide  Dizful). 


Authority. — Mackenzie. 


0tagt  or  ftaltiaf  place. 


Route  No.  99. 

Btf RUjfRD  TO  DlZFtJL. 


DlSTASCB,  IV  MILES. 
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diate. 
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1.  KholuubId    ... 


25 


25 


This  route  is  said  to  be  always  open. 
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Buntjird  to  Dizful—vontA. 


DlSTAITCB,   IV  M1LU. 
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diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Jte. 

2.  Babattab           ... 

3.  Jao-i-dab 

4.  BaGH-I-KhaIT      ... 

5   P<jl-i-ZXl 

6.  husatniah 

7.  Dizfux 

rrzr-i t      ■    ■               = 

28 
14 
14 
14 
14 
24 

53 
67 
81 
95 
109 
133 

The  Fenian  Government  in  1877  erected  s> line 
of  telegraph  along  this   route,  bo  that  Persian 
officials,  inspector,  and    telegraph    offices  are 
to  be  found  along  this  road  throughout.     The 
Governor  General  of  the  province  or  Arabistan 
resides,  during  the  winter   months,  at   IKxful. 
and  in  summer  at  Khoramaba  1. 

This  appears  to  be  almost  the  same  route  an 
that  followed  by  Major  Bell   (vide  Route   No. 
271).    The  stages  here  given  are  not  reliable. 

J  nth  or  ify — Jones. 


Route  No.  100. 

BtjRUjfRD  TO  KaRmIxSHAB. 


DlSTlXCS,  XV  MILKS. 


Stage  or  halting  plaee. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUl. 


Description.  Ac. 


1.  Nahwand 

2.  Garachba 

3.  Sahna 

4.  Bemttjit 

6.  Kabmakbhah     ... 


35 
21 
21 
14 
17 


35 
56 
77 
91 
108 


This  route  is  looked  upon  as  the  highway 
from  Burujfrd,  ;  the  country  is  described  as 
highly  cultivated  and  populous,  with  towns  and 
villages  erery  6  or  7  miles,  some  of  them  of  con- 
siderable size,  with  large  and  pleasant  garden*, 
abundantly  watered  and  a  fine  smooth  ruad. 
Large  quantities  of  grain  are  produced. 

Thence  by  high  road  from  Tibran  to  Karmao* 

shah. 


There  is  another  route  vid  Khoramabad,  of  which   Jones  gives    the  fol- 
lowing account  :— 


].  Dm  Pib 


48 


48 


With  a  small  part  excepted,  the  whole  of  the 
road  was  rough,  rocky,  and  difficult,  leading  after 
the  first  18  miles  through  some  rich  plain*  of 
grass,  and  here  and   there  strips  of  cultivation. 

The  general  aspect  of  the  country,  though   green  and  smiling,  is  wild.     Flocks  of  sheep  an? 

seen  on  the  hills,  but  apparently  no  villages  till  Dih  Pir,  a   wretched  collection  of  20  mud 

hut**,  deserted  in  summer,  is  reached. 

The  road  to  this  place  was  rough  and  stony,  and  wound  much  amongst  the  hOla.     A 

small,  rocky  hill  rises  above   it,  on  the  top   of   which   is  a  fort,    the  walls  of   which   are 

impregnable  to  the  efforts  of  a  Persian  army,  but  by  a  couple  of  pieces  of  light  European 

ordnance  might  be  battered  down  in  half  an  hour. 
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2.  KbqmuAbLd 


12 


60 


Five  easy  stages.    The  road  presents  but  few 
obstacles  to  the  inarch  of  an  army  except  just 
after  leaving    KhoramaHid,   when  it  winds  a 
good  deal  amongst  the  hills  lying  along  the  bed  ot  a  large,  stony  river. 

3.  JLlftMAJSHifl 


••• 


144 


204 


No  villages  between  these  two  towns  but 
two, — Hunan,  about  28  miles  from  Karu;anshahv 
and  another  at  32.  Several  very  beautiful  plains 
are  pawed.  At  Hursfn  a  large  river  is  crossed, 
and  another,  by  a  fine  bridge,  4  miles  before  reaching  Ksrmansli&h.  Country  well  watered 
throughout  by  numerous  rills  from  the  mountains.  Cowdung,  mixed  with  straw  and  baked, 
t*  universally  used  for  fuel.  Population  of  district  for  most  part  belongs  to  the  lii&t  tribe 
of  Kurds  ;  there  are  also  some  Turks.  The  produce  of  grain  in  these  parts,  especially  in  the 
province  of  Karni&nsh&h,  is  very  abundant. 


BTjSHAHR. 

Lat.  20°  0'  15*;  Long.  50°  51'  30"  E. 

A  jport  on  the  coast  of  Fare,  225  miles  W.S.W.  of  Shiriz,  by 
Firuzabad,  167  miles  by  Kazirun.  It  is  situated  at  the  N.  extremity  of  a 
low,  sandy  peninsula,  about  11  miles  long  and  34  miles  broad,  washed  on 
the  W.  by  the  sea,  which,  after  encircling  its  N.  point,  turns  towards 
the  £.,  and  forms  a  deep  bay.  Thus  the  town  is  surrounded  on  all  sides 
by  water  except  the  S.  Frequently  the  water  approaches  within  a  few 
hundred  yards  of  the  town  on  the  land  side,  giving  it  an  almost  insular 
appearance.  The  portion  of  land  which  forms  the  peninsula  has  been 
reclaimed  from  the  sea.  The  soil  is  fine  sand  and  mud  with  a  rocky  base 
of  sandstone  mixed  with  innumerable  shells  of  so  soft  a  nature  as  to  crumble 
under  the  slightest  blow  into  fine  dust.  Its  seaward  aspect  is  somewhat 
elevated  and  rocky,  and  from  the  constant  action  of  the  tides  and  the  soft 
nature  of  the  stones,  it  is  hollowed  into  innumerable  grotesque  shapes. 
The  aspect  of  the  town  from  the  S.  and  the  outer  anchorage  ground  is 
rather  pretty,  the  square  buildings  erected  on  the  top  of  the  houses  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  wind  in  to  the  apartments  below  during  the  hot  weather 
appearing  like  so  many  minarets  or  towers.  The  town  is  built  in  a  triangu- 
lar shape,  of  which  the  apex  is  to  the  N.,  and  the  base  towards  the  land 
side.  It  has  walls  only  in  this  last  direction.  The  wall  encloses  a  larger 
space  than  is  occupied  by  the  houses,  and  the  S.  side  of  the  town  is  a 
ma**  of  ruins  now  unenclosed.  The  wall  is  only  visible  from  the  plain,  and 
b  about  30'  high  and  5  or  6'  thick.  It  has  two  gates.  The  streets 
are  exceedingly  narrow,  and  are  unpaved  and  dirty.  The  houses  are  built 
of  conglomerate  stone,  obtained  a  mile  or  so  from  the  walls  of  the  town. 
The  better  class  of  houses  are  often  lofty,  simple  in  their  architecture,  and 
without  ornament  of  any  description.  These  usually  have  wind  towers, 
ming  15  or  20'  above,  the  tops  being  open  on  all  6ides  to  catch  and 
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convey  into  the  rooms  below  the  slightest  breath  of  wind.  The  number, 
however,  of  good,  or  even  tolerably  comfortable,  houses  is  very  few — perhaps 
not  a  dozen  in  the  town.  The  best  houses  are  generally  built  towards  the 
sea,  and  near  that  part  of  the  town,  which  is  built  towards  the  inlet  of  the 
sea,  are  two  stone  piers,  close  to  which  boats  of  100  and  200  "  candies"  can 
load  and  unload,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  these  are  several  extensive 
warehouses  and  a  caravansarai.  The  bazaars,  which  are  of  considerable 
extent,  are  covered  in  and  exhibit  an  excellent  appearance.  The  British 
Residency  at  Bushahr  is  a  large  and  convenient  building  surrounded  by  a 
wall,  and  situated  at  the  S.  extremity  of  the  town  close  to  the  beach. 
The  population  of  the  town  fluctuates  considerably,  and  is  variously  estimat- 
ed from  10,000  to  15,000,  but  it  is  probably  about  12,000  in  quiet  and 
prosperous  times.  These  are  a  mixed  race  between  the  Persian  and  Arab, 
possessing  in  commou  the  characteristic  features  and  manners  of  both  inti- 
mately blended.  The  animals  procurable  in  Bushahr  are  the  horse,  mule,  ass, 
bullock,  sheep,  and  dog.  Mules  and  asses  are  the  principal  animals  of 
burden.  The  rocky  nature  of  the  road  to  Shiraz  and  other  places  in  the 
interior  is  such  that  camels  are  very  nearly  useless.  Horses  of  size  and 
bone  are  bought  up  in  great  numbers  and  exported  to  India.  The  average 
price  of  animals  at  Bushahr  is  detailed  in  the  Gazetteer  of  Persia.  Fide 
also  Appendix  XII. 

The  quantity  of  supplies  procurable  in  the  Bushahr  market  is  considerable. 
TV  heat  is  sold  at  an  average  price  of  Rs.  4  for  127  lb.  Chopped  straw  for 
forage  is  plentiful,  and  is  the  only  food  horses  are  allowed.  Rice  from 
Shiraz  and  India  is  always  obtainable,  and  the  more  common  grains,  such 
as  bajra,  are  abundan  fc.  Bullocks  and  sheep  are  of  good  quality,  though  small. 
Fuel  is  very  scarce  and  very  expensive,  being  brought  in  boats  from  all 
along  the  coast.  It  consists  in  a  great  measure  of  mangrove.  The  water- 
supply  of  Bushahr  is  very  bad  indeed.  There  is  none  at  all  inside  the  walls, 
all  has  to  be  brought  from  outside. .  It  is  found  at  a  depth  of  H'  all 
over  the  plain,  but,  in  general,  is  brackish,  though  in  many  places,  parties 
larly  near  the  date  groves,  it  is  perfectly  pure.  The  wells  are  on  a  slightly 
rising  ground,  2  miles  S.E.  of  the  town,  and  there  the  water  is 
very  brackish.  The  quantity,  however,  is  unlimited.  Water  of  good 
quality  and  sufficient  quantity  for  a  large  force  is  to  be  found  at  the  village 
of  Juffra,  14  miles  S.  of  the  town.  The  physical  disadvantages  of 
Bushahr,  as  a  port,  are  considerable.  It  is  a  roadstead,  only  partially  pro- 
tected against  the  prevailing  winds  from  the  N.W.  The  anchorage 
is  4  miles  from  the  landing  place.  Communication  with  shipping  by  boat 
is  always  slow,  either  to  or  from  the  landing  place,  and  is  sometimes  wholly 
cut  off  for  days  together  during  a  strong  north-wester.  The  climate  is 
almost  insupportable;  and,  notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of  N.W, 
winds,  the  heat  is  generally  higher  than  in  any  other  port.  The  mean 
temperature  of  the  year  in  the  open  air  is  about  90°  Fahrenheit,  that  of 
the  coldest  months,  January  and  February,  being  73°  Fahrenheit,  and  the 
hottest  (August)  being  100°  in  the  shade.  That  of  the  lowest  temperature 
at  any  time  in  the  year  being  40°,  which  occurs  always  in  February,  and  of 
the  highest  temperature  at  any  time  during  the  year  in  the  summer  being1 
J  50°,  which  always  occurs  some  time  in  August.  The  annual  range  is  about 
110°  Fahrenheit.  In  dry  and  windy  weather  the  dust  and  flies  constitute 
an  almost  insupportable  nuisance.  The  months  of  April  and  May  are  two 
of  the  worst  months  for  wiud,  dust,  and  flies,  during  which  period  ophthal- 
mia is  most  prevalent. 
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Route  No.  101. 

BtfSHAHR  TO  BEHBAHXN  Vid  BANDAR  Df LAM. 

Authority . — Pelly. 


Stag*  or  baiting  place. 


Diet  as  en,  nr  milm. 


Intenne- 
dUte. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  ChIhgadak 

2.  BU  HlLLAH 


16 
25 


16 
41 


See  Route  No.  107. 


As  far  as  Ahinadi,  5  miles.  Thence  the  road 
is  over  a  level  plain  to  the  Ru  Hillah  river,  here 
100  yards  broad,  with  a  current  of  2  miles, 
crossed  by  a  ford  tip  to  horses'  girths.    Water 

from  the  river  slightly  brcakish.    Encamp  on  a  desert  plain,    some  supplies,  forage,  fuel, 

and  cattle  procurable. 


3.  BAinuft  Rto 


4.  Kaid  HXidab 


••• 


6.  Kala.  HiaXs 


••• 


18 


15 


18 


59 


74 


92 


Road  over  a  level,  uncultivated  plain.  Cross  a 
large  ravine  at  5th  mile.  At  9th  mile  come  to 
wells  of  Abughreb,  where  there  is  good  water  and 
cultivation. 

Road  over  a  plain  with  occasional  patches  of 
cultivation.  Passing  a  well  of  good  water  at 
about  8th  mile,  and  the  village  of  Bakula  at 
12th  mile. 


The  road  goes  through  an  open  country,  inter- 
sected by  ravines  for  3  miles,  to  a  sandstone 
range,  which  it  passes  through.  Then  for  6  miles 
over  very  broken  ground  with  a  ridge  of  recks  on 
the  W.  and  occasional  patches  of  cultivation 
to  Bagh,  a  well  of  good  water.  Then  it 
tntro  an  open  plain,  but  bare  and  salt  at  first,  and  then  with  some  grass,  brushwood,  and 
pitches  of  cultivation.  It  then  goes  over  a  very  broken  country  among  passes  of  rocks 
to  a  ridge  of  sandstone ;  which  crossed,  the  road  leads  through  a  basin  of  alluvial  deposit 
to  a  large  nullah  with  salt  water  in  it,  which  has  to  be  forded.  There  are  four  wells  of 
good  water  here. 


6.  Baxdab  Dilajc 


12 


104 


The  road  first  goes  over  a  plain,  broken  with 
small  mounds,  to  the  village  of  Lalitf  in  4  miles. 
At  7th  mile  fords  a  large  and  deep  ravine  having 
passed  through  cultivation  ;  then  enters  a  plain 

covered  with  grass,  succeeded  in  1  mile  by  a  barren,  sandy  plain  impregnated  with  salt,  to 

BaDdarDflim. 


7.  LllATX 

21 

125 

Seven  hours  N.  The  road  is  open  over  a 
plain.  Water  is  good  from  a  rivulet.  Some 
grain  and  cattle  are  procurable  here. 

8.  Ziirfa 

18 

143 

Six  hours  N.  The  road  is  over  an  undulat- 
ing plain  covered  with  mounds.  There  is  a  small 
rivulet  of  fresh  •  water  here.  Grain  and  cattle 
are  procurable. 

9.  BihbabAjt 

16 

158 

Five  hours  N.  The  road  is  over  an  open 
plain ;  water  is  procurable  from  wells  and  a 
stream ;  supplies  of  all  description  plentiful ; 
carriage  procurable. 
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Route  No.  102. 

BtjSHAHtt  TO    FlirfzlBAD  Vld  KhORM^J  AND  KalIkEH, 

Author itt/. — St.  John. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distakcb,  nr  milis. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description*  Ac. 


1.  GtiREK 

2.  AhbXm 

3.  Khokm^j 


16 

15 

12 

27 

14 

P43 

\ 


Vide  Route  No.  104,  Bush  ah  r  to  Shirks. 


Water  good  j  supplies  plentiful.  The  road 
which  is  good  throughout,  after  crowing  the 
Abram  river,  runs  along  the  bane  of  the  X.K. 
spur  of  Mount  Khormiij,  commonly  called  by 
Europeans  at  Bushahr,  Half  la  hill. 
From  the  6th  to  7th  mile  are  several  sulphur  stream*  flowing  into  a  marshy  plain 
to  the  W.,  which  drains  S.  The  last  half  of  the  road  through  a  belt  of  corn-land  at  the 
foot  of  the  hills.  At  11th  mile  small  villuge,  called  Arabi  Khormuj,  a  well-built  village, 
without  mat  huts. 

The  fort,  in  which  is  the  chief's  house,  is  new.  The  old  fort,  now  in  ruins,  is  a  little  to  the 
westward.  Khormuj  is  the  chief  place  of  the  district  of  Dashti,  which  must  not  be  coo- 
founded  with  Danhtistan,  of  which  the  principal  villuge  is  Borazjan. 

Water  good  and  plentiful  from  rivulet ;  moderate  supplies  of  grain  and  date;  sheep 
obtainable  in  plenty.  Leaving  Khormuj,  the  road  turns  £.  along  the  S.  face  of  the  hill, 
and  ascend*  an  easy  slope  for  nearly  10  miles.  About  the  2nd  mile  a  shallow  ravine  is 
crossed,  and  at  the  3rd  mile  another.  A  deep  ravine  runs  parallel  to  the  road  ou  the  £., 
and  beyond  it  is  a  range  of  hills  called  Kuh-i-Kaokar. 


4.  Laveh 


13 


56 


Beaching  the  water-parting  at  the  10th   mile, 
the  nod   descends    a  well    gr-»s*«>d    valley    to 
Lav  eh,  about  which  much  cultivation. 
Lav  eh,  a  small  village  of   Dashti,  with  a  little 
fort  and  a  stream  of  water  brought  from  the  hills  in  a  masonry  channel. 

Water  variable  from  springs.  No  supplies.  One  and  a  half  miles  out  of  Laveh,  the 
road  descends  into  the  channel  of  a  torrent  flowing  S.  between  cliffs  some  50'  high,  tip 
which  it  turns  into  the  hills.  The  bed  of  the  torrent  is  choked  up  by  oleanders  and 
other  bushes  and  great  blccks  of  limestone  from  hills.  Passing  these,  an  open  valley  i« 
reached.  The  road  keeps  up  the  dry  bed  of  the  torrent  for  2  miles  more,  when  it  ciwae*  a 
spur  from  the  right  and  comes  to  the  torrent  bed  again.  It  then  ascends  a  long  zig-zag  np 
the  slope  of  the  hills  to  the  N.  and  N.W. — the  water-parting,  whioh  is  about  3,75" 
above  the  sea,  and  may  be  about  10  miles  from  Laveh.  Two  miles  further,  the  mad 
reaobes  a  torrent  bed  flowing  N.  through  enormous  oleander  bushes  where  a  small 
oarap  can  halt.  A  large  force  would  probably  have  to  push  on  to  the  next  water,  10  miles 
further  on. 


6.  Tano-i-sih-dae 


12 


68 


The  whole  pass  is  called  Tang-i-seh-dar  (or  the 
three  gates).  The  road  is  sctuallr  worse  than 
that  by  the  Konarapti  and  Kamaraj  pa**-*,  but, 
unlike  them,  is  easily  improvable,  and  could  K» 
made  passable  for  field  guns  by  a  company  of  sappers  in  two  or  three  days.  Traces  exist  in 
many  places  of  the  road  made  by  the  Persian  army  in  1857,  by  which  they  brought 
down  guns  to  the  plain. 

Water  plentiful  and  tolerably  good ;  dates,  grain,  and  sheep  in  considerable  quanti- 
ties. Leaving  the  torrent  bed,  the  road  crosses  a  npur  from  the  left,  and  descend*  mU 
along  valley  between  the  Khormuj  hill  on  the  W.,  and  the  nearly  as  lofty  Sfahknh  on  th« 
£.  At  the  10th  mile  a  small  stream  from  the  W.  joins  the  torrent  bed  in  the  muldie  of 
the  valley.    A  little  further  on  a  better  supply  of  water  exists  under  the  hills  to  the  right. 
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Bouts  No.  102 — contd. 
Bushahr  to  Firuzdbdd  vi&  Khormuj  and  KaUmeh—ooxiXA. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTUTOI.  IV  3CXLX8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


6.  Kaetitto 


24 


92 


At  16th  mile,  or  about  28  from  L&veh,  is  the 
first  inhabited  spot,  a  village  called  Taleb,  half- 
way between  which  and  Kalfmeh  is  another, 
named  Pariab  or  Fariab.  About  this  latter 
is  a  great  deal  of  swampy  ground.  Kalfmeh 
is  a  considerable  village  with  a  small  fort. 
Three  roads  from  Bushahr  through  Haft  Muld, 
Bah  ash  or  Bawtish,  and  Sehdar  passes,  respect- 
ively, meet  here ;  and  there  are  two  roads  to 
Shiraz — one  by  Husaindbad,  and  the  other  by 

Farishband.     It  is  thus  the  most  important  strategical  point  in  the  valley  behind  the  first 

range  of  hills. 


7.  RXsMlir 


&  FaliSHBAND 


9.  FlKtZiBAD 


16 


29 


40 


108 


137 


177 


Vide  Route  No.  104. 


Route  No.  103. 

BfJSHAHR  TO  KAlillEH  via  TaNGIStXn  AND  KHORJftJj. 
Authority. — PBLLY. 


DiOTAjrci,  nr  miles. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  TUTOISTAM 

2.  GlHMTA 

3.  DaiajI 
4  KHomtrj 
6.  Khawii 

6.  KaJLtHBH 

20 
8 

16 
8 

20 

16 

20 
28 
44 
62 
72 

88 

>  Vide  Route  No.  139. 

Seventeen     hours,    first    S.E.,  then  E.,  and 
finally    N.     At    the    point     where    the    road 
turns  N.  it  goes  N.E.  to  Chfnar,   and  thence 
N.N.W.  to  Bashkan  or  to  Shumbeh  S.E.   Water 
from  stream  and  wells. 

The  route  between  Khormuj  and  Kalfmeh  will 
be  found  more  fully  described  in  Boute  No.  102. 

19 


138 


Route  No-  104. 

BdsHAHR  to  Shibaz  via  Fir<jz£bad. 
Authority. — St.  John  ;   Jones. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTZJTCB,  XV  XH.S8. 


Interme> 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  6c 


1.  G6&KK 


15 


15 


Water  brackish  from  wells.  Dates,  sheep,  ami 
flour  procurable  in  small  quantities.  The  rosvl 
for  8  miles  is  identical  with  that  to  Ch&hgad;«k, 
on  the  ordinary  caravan  road  to  Shir&z  (Route 
No.  107). 
Where  that  road  turns  N.E.  half-way  across  the  Nashileh,  the  path  to  GiSrek  keeps  on  dti«» 
E.  Giirek  is  a  small  village  of  50  or  GO  huts,  grouped  round  a  small  masonry  building  with 
an  upper  story.  It  is  just  inside  the  groves  or  date  palms,  which  skirt  the  Naahileh  on  thin 
side.  Giirek,  though  belonging  to  the  chief  of  Ahr&m,  is  a  Tangist&ni  village.  The  village 
now  called  Tangist&ni  is  about  2  miles  to  the  S.E. 

Water  good  from  kandts.  Dates,  sheep,  and  flour  plentiful.  Half  a  mile  from  GArek.  the 
road  turns  into  low  banks  of  sand  blown  up  by  the  wind,  and  a  mile  further  on  enters  hill* 
of  sandstone  and  clay  intersected  by  innumerable  nullahs.  This  part  of  the  road  isixn)>ax*al>L* 
for  wheels,  but  may  be  avoided  by  a  detour  of  2  or  3  miles  to  the  N.  At  3 J' mile  road  leavi»» 
hills.  At  oth  mile  a  small  village,  Baghak,  surrounded  with  palms  ;  other  villages  at  foot  of 
hills  just  crossed,  extending  S. 


2.  AhbXm 


12 


27 


At  11th  mile  road  crosses  Ahr&m  river  (pa***! 
on  the  other  road  between  Ch&hgadak  and 
Ahmadi),  after  following  its  S.  bank  for  about 
2  miles.  Ahr&m  is  now  but  a  small  plao*. 
hardly  deserving  the  name  of  a  town.  The  chiefs  house  is  in  a  small  ruinous  fort.  The  dat*» 
groves  to  N.  and  S.  are  very  extensive.  Ahi&m  is  about  half  a  mile  from  the  hills  to  t  h»»  S. 
(a  spur  of  the  Khormuj  mountains)  and  a  mile  or  more  from  those  to  the  N.E.  The  Taniri- 
Bahash,  the  pass  leading  to  Kalimeh,  commences  about  2  miles  E.  of  Ahr&m.  The  dittaitc 
in  a  straight  line  from  Ahr&m  to  Kaliineh  is  not  more  than  12  miles,  but  the  windings  of  tl».« 
pass  probably  make  it  17  or  18.  When  the  Ahr&m  river  is  dry,  or  nearly  so, — i.e.,  from  April 
to  December, — this  pass  is  practicable  for  laden  mules;  but  during  the  winter  it  is  rarely  ««». 
Monteith  says  the  road  might  be  made  passable  for  guns  without  much  labour*  but  the 
Persians  have  never  attempted  to  bring  artillery  by  it. 

Jones  gives  a  different  route  as  far  as  Ahram,  viz.  : — 

Tal-i-Si&h,  12  miles.  Road  quite  level,  partly  through  swampy  tracts  durin  spring  tides. 
Water  good.  Some  slaughter  cattle  procurable. 

Ahr&m,  12  miles.  Jioad  level  over  a  pebbly  plain  destitute  of  verdure.  Water  brackish 
from  springs.     Some  few  supplies  and  slaughter  cattle  procurable. 


3.  Taxg-i-Bahajbh 


4.  KlXtMEH 


Water  from  wells. 


12 


15 


39 


54 


The  road  is  on  a  plain  at  first,  but  afterw^H 
it  doses  into  the  hills.  No  supplies,  but  wa:**r 
procurable  from  a  rivulet 


The  road  is  confined,  passing  through  an     , 

defile.  Water  procurable  from  springs  and  wclK 
Some  supplies  may  be  got  from  the  nomads, 
fraier  irum  wens.     Supplies  of  date,  grain,  and  sheep  ;  but  in  small  quant  it  it*.    The  rt«ad 
from   Kalimeh  leads  S.E.   into  a  valley  between  the  N.  extremity  of  the  Siaktih  and  a 
parallel  range  of  gypseous  rocks. 


6.  BisHKlir 


16 


70  I  This  it  gradually  ascends  for  10  miles,  when 
it  creases  the  last  range  into  the  ii&shk&n  val- 
ley, which   is  well  grassed  and  sprinkled  with 
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Route  No.  104— contd. 
Bmhahr  to  Shirdz  vi&  Firuzdbdd — contd. 


Stag*  or  tailing  place. 


DuturoB,  or  xxlsj. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description.  Ac. 


jujube  bushes.     Bashkan  is  a  email  square  fort  on  a  hillock  surrounded  by  80  or  100  houses. 
It  I*  the  last  village  in  Dashti. 

Water  tolerably  good  from  wells  and  Jcandts.  Supplies  of  date,  grain,  and  sheep.  Admir- 
aM.»  grazing  ground.  The  road  continues  S.E.  for  8  miles  down  the  Bashkan  valley  when  it 
muud*  a  line  of  low  cliffs  extending  a  considerable  distance  to  the  N.W.  It  then  turns  N.  of 
E.  across  a  wide  torrent  bed  flowing  S.W.  Keeping  not  far  from  the  left  bank  of  this,  it 
ere***-*  the  valley  to  the  foot  of  a  wide,  broken  range,  the  highest  part  of  which  is  called  the 
Kuh-Xisar.  The  ground  throughout  rough,  and  road  bad,  but  easily  made  passable  for  wheels. 
Here  and  there  (in  1871)  were  traces  of  the  road  made  by  the  Persian  army  in  1856-57. 


6.  FaoIshbasd 


29 


99 


About  20th  mile  from  Bashkan  is  the  summit  of 
the  pass,  2  miles  beyond  which  the  road  enters  the 
plain  of  Farashband,  which  is  7  miles  across 
Farashband  is  a  large,  well-built  village  at  the 
f>ot  of  a  steep  limestone  hill.  In  March  water  is  plentiful  along  the  road  from  Bashkan, 
tat  in  summer  and  autumn  there  is  none,  and  the  road  is  impracticable  for  caravans. 


7.  Fie6zXbJj> 


40 


139 


Water  good  from  river.  Supplies  of  all  sorts 
plentiful.  For  7  miles  the  road  leads  S.W. 
across  the  plain.  It  then  turns  E.  up  a  valley 
for  7  miles  more,  where  is  a  very  rocky  and  diffi- 
mlt  ascent  to  a  small  valley  running  X.W.  and  S.E.  ;  after  crossing  which  is  5  or  6  miles  of 
n  wd  and  difficult  ground  to  a  descent  into  a  second  valley.  Crossing  this,  a  range  of  bush- 
cfa/1  hiLU  is  passed,  after  which  10  miles  across  the  plain  to  Firtizabad.  Firtizabad  is  a 
cluster  of  villages  round  a  large  one  in  which  is  a  good  house  belonging  to  the  Hkhani  of  Fare. 


8.  Khajai 


16 


155 


Water  good  from  river.  A  little  grain  and  a 
few  sheep  procurable.  For  3J  miles,  between 
hills  on  right  and  river  on  left,  across  Firtizabad 
plain  to  entrance  of  pass.  This  is  about  4  miles 
in  Wgth,  and  is  simply  a  torrent  bed.  The  path  crosses  the  river  eleven  times.  The  banks 
of  the  stream  are  covered  with  thick  jungle  of  willow,  with  dense  undergrowth  of  myrtle, 
blackberry,  and  briar.  Half-way  through  .the  pass,  on  a  spur  to  the  right,  are  the  extensive 
roin*  of  Kala'-i-Dukhtar  or  Kala-i-Rustam,  a  Saracenic  fortress.  About  7£  miles,  the  pass 
«»p»w  out  into  the  little  valley  of  Firuzkan,  1 J  miles  across.  A  second  short  defile,  more 
difficult  than  the  first,  leads  to  the  Zanjiran  valley,  in  whioh  are  three  or  four  considerable 

villages. 


9.  K&wis  Bbidge 
(over  KAba- 
AGaTCH  Bivsb). 


19 


mile  in  length,  and  very  difficult. 


174 


Water  good  from  river.    Forage,  grain,  and 
sheep  from  Kawar  villages. 

Road  leads  eastward  for  5  miles  to  entrance  of 
Zanjiran  defile,  which  is  somewhat  less  than  a 
It  then  goes  N.E.  up  the  rugged  slope  of  a  sort  of  bay  in 
tlie  bills  to  the  foot  of  the  Kawar  pass.  A  steep  ascent  of  half  a  mile  leads  to  the  top  of 
this,  whence  a  descent  of  6  miles  brings  the  road  to  the  Kara-agatch  river  crossed  by  a  good 
bridge,  half  a  mile  beyond  which  is  a  half  ruined  caravansarai.  The  villages  of  the  Kawar 
district  are  some  3  miles  further  and  off  the  road.  s 


10.  BAba  Haji 


••• 


16 


190 


From  the  caravansarai  the  road  now  leads  right 
up  the  Shiraz  valley.  At  14th  mile  a  rocky  ridge, 
which  can  be  avoided  by  a  detour  under  the 
W.  hills,  is  remarkable  as  being  the  water- 
parting  between  the  Persian  Gulf  and  the  interior  drainage  basin.  Under  its  N.  side  is  an 
u  tensive  marsh,  near  whioh  is  the  caravansarai  of  fiaba  liaji,  the  usual  halting-place. 


140 


Route  No.  104— concld. 
Bishahr  to  Shirdz  vi&  Fir&zdhad— concld, 


Dicta  vcb,  nr  xilib. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

11.  ShirXz 

20 

210 

From  Baba  H&ji  the  road  leads  along  the  foot 
of  the  hills   for   10  miles  to  the  Pul-i-Fa«at  a 
bridge  over  the  Kirab&gh  river.     Here  the  ruvl 
from  Fasa  joins  in.    Thence  to  Shir&z  is  about 
10  miles  across  a  level  plain,   of  which  the  3rd 
to  the   6th   mile  is  slippery  mud  after  heavy 
rain. 

Route  No.  105. 

« 

BtfSHAHR  TO   SHIRAZ  vid  JeREH. 


Jnlhority. — Pelly. 


Stage  or  halting  plaoe. 


Distaitcx,  is  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  BtJRAZjfaf  or    B6- 

RAH J is* 


2.  Sfjc 


4.  JlBBH 


6.  Dabiacbbh 

0.  KtiHaUBBH 

7.  Shibaz 


••• 


3.  Pcbht-i-Pai 


4S 


24 


20 


32 


10 

24 

i 

32  I 

I 


48 


72 


92 


Description,  Ac. 


124 


140 


164 
196   J 


This  route  crosses  the  bay  of  Bushahr  N.E. 
to  Shff. 

From  Burazjun  there  are  three  paths  to  tt  ? 
Gisakan  range, — first,  from  Badhar  to  BiWh-i* 
Larda ;  second,  from  Burazjun  to  Bdj;h-i- 
Chili rud ;  third,  the  route  by  Nanizik  ami 
the  Gichadah  pass  to  Anriastan. 

Water  from  wells.  Thence  a  road  practicable 
goes  bv  Tangiran,  Dehru,  and  Bashkan  <*n  th- 
Piruzabad  road.  The  road  passe*  X«tni/£k 
at  bth  mile,  and  then  enters  the  Gisakan 
pass. 

The  road  goes  by  the  village  of  Tangiran  and 
Mordechai,  crossing  over  a  ridge.  From 
Tangiran  there  is  a  direct  road  to  Burazjun  by 
Taj. 

The  road  goes  over  a  ridge  to  Husainah&l.  * 
miles,  then  by  a  plain  to  Jereb.  From  thw 
there  is  a  mule  track  to  Shfruz  dirvct,  and  a 
road  by  Nugaa  to  Farashbaud  and   FiruzAUU. 


►     Pelly  says  this  is  the  most  direct  route  to 

Shiraz. 
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Route  No.  106- 

BtfSHAHR  TO   SHIRiz   vid  JeREH. 


jfir/ifortfjr.— St.  John. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


TJiaxuros,  nr  iron. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &c. 


1.  Chahqadak 

2.  Nauizak 


15 
19 


15 
34 


Vide  Route  No.  107. 


Water  good  from  stream ;  no  supplies.  Road 
good  from  Chahgadak,  leads  N.E.  across 
plain,  crossing  Ahram  river  at  4th  mile,  and 
passing  large  villages  of  Chah  Kiita  and  Sehmal 
at  the  6th  and  12th  miles. 
Nanizak  consists  of  a  mill  and  a  few  gardens,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Haft  Mula  pass. 


3.  Kalimxh 


24 


58 


An  easy  ascent  for  about  3  miles  leads  to  the 

Haft  Mula  pass,  which    is  about  16  miles   in 

length,  and  is  simply  the  beds  of  two  torrents, — 

one     flowing    N.W.    to      Nanizak,     and    the 

other  S.E.  to  Kaiimeh.    Except  during  rain  it  is  always  passable,  and  with  a  little  labour  might 

bf  made  practicable  for  artillery,  though  not  so  easily  at  the  Tang-i-Sehdar  from  Khormuj. 

There  t*no  drinkable  water  in  the  pass.    After  leaving  the  pass,  6  miles  of  easy  descent, 

brings  the  road  to  Kaiimeh. 


4  Dibsud 


26 


84 


Water  good  from  river ;  supplies  scanty.  For 
4  miles  S.E.  across  Kaiimeh  plain,  then 
over  low  range  into  another  plain,  6  or  7  miles 
across,  after  which  it  ascends  to  a  small  pla- 
teau, crossing  which  it  descends  into  the  Bashkan  valley,  a  couple  of  miles  N.  of  the  direct  road 
to  that  placa.  About  the  16th  mile  the  path  turns  W.N.  between  high  gypsum  hills  to  the 
W.,  and  the  range  of  cliffs  bordering  the  Bashkan  valley  to  the  E. 

About  the  22nd  mile  these  cliffs  are  ascended  by  an  easy  path  leading  to  the  Dihrud 
valley,  which  is  well  grassed  and  sprinkled  with  bushes.  Dihrud  is  on  the  bank  of  the  stream 
crossed  between  Bashkan  and  Farashband. 

Water  tolerably  good  from  kanats ;  supplies  scanty.  For  9  miles  the  road  follows  the 
rim  N.W.  along  the  foot  of  the  hills;  it  then  turns  E.  still  on  the  river  bank  into  a  bay 
between  the  Nis4r  and  Bozpar  hills.  After  3  or  4  miles  of  rough  ground  steadily  rising,  it 
abends  the  Bozpar  hill  by  a  tolerably  good  zig-zag  up  a  smooth  face  of  sandstone  rock.  It 
then  crosses  the  Bozpar  plateau  ;  and,  after  a  short  ascent,  descends  the  N.E.  face  of  the 
range  by  a  very  bad  path  over  rugged  rocks. 


5.  HusAnriBiD 


&  Juih 


26i 


110* 


14 


124* 


The  small  walled  village  of  Husaindbad  lies 
about  2  miles  from  the  foot  of  the  hills.  The 
road  is  quite  impracticable  for  guns. 


Water  good  from  river ;  supplies  of  all  sorts 
plentiful.  A  small  stream  flowing  from  N. 
W.  crossed  after  leaving  Husainabad,  and  a 
larger  flowing  S.E.  at  the  7th  mile.  Road 
good  throughout. 
Jereh  is  not  a  village,  but  merely  an  encamping  ground  of  the  Kash&r  Iliats,  whose  chief 
has  a  house  and  garden  here.  The  river  flows  through  a  cleft  in  conglomerate  rock,  so  narrow, 
that  a  man  can  easily  jump  across  it.  It  runs  S.W.  and  unites  with  two  other  streams  to 
form  the  Dalaki  river. 

After  Kaiimeh,  Jereh  is  strategically  the  most  important  point  between  Btishahr  and 
8hinu,  being  situated  at  the  only  gap  in  the  great  range  that  extends  from  S.  of  Kazran 
to  the  N.  of  Firuzabad.  It  is  passed  on  Route  No.  107  by  the  difficult  and  easily  defensible 
jass  of  Tang-i-Turku,  and  by  the  Firuzabad  pass  on  Route  No.  104. 
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Route  No.  106 — contd. 
Bithahr  to  Shiraz  vift  Jereh — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DuTAJroa. 

or  milks. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 


The  direct  road  to  Shiraz  from  Jereh  has  not  been  travelled  by  a  European,      It  is  new 
used  by  caravans,  but  it  is  the  regular  route  of  Jli&ts,  so  must  be  passable  to  laden  mules. 


7.  KhIn-I-KabIz     ... 


65 


179J 


The  distance  is  not  more  than  55  miles. 
The  second  stage  is  Khan-i-Kabiz. 
The  rest  of  this  route  is  not  given. 


Route  No.  107- 

BtjSHATiR  to  TihrXn  via  Shiraz  ano  Ispahan  (The  Post  Road). 
Authority. — St.  John,  Stack,  &c. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


D1RA2TCI,  HI  MILtl. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUL 


Description,  Ac. 


The  route  given  below  is  the  post  road  along  which  runs  the  Indo-European  telegraph 
line  from  Bushahr  :— 


1.  ChIhgadak 


15 


15 


Water  good  and  plentiful  from  wells ;  no  sup. 
plies,  hut  dates,  with  a  certain  amount  of  barley 
and  chopped  straw.  Koad  for  4  miles  S.  and 
S.W.  along  shore  of  Hush ah r  peninsula; 
thence  7  miles  over  "  Nashileh,"  a  salt  mnd  swamp,  covered  by  sea  at  spring  tides.  Be  careful 
to  keep  well  to  S.,  as  there  are  dangerous  creeks  to  N. 

Chahgadak  (i.e.,  deep  well),  small  fort  on  rising  ground  ;  many  other  village*  in  vicinity. 
Best  camping  ground  £  mile  S.E.  of  fort.  Ahniadi,  6  miles  further  on,  is  usually  the  first 
stage. 

Water  good  and  plentiful  from  wells.    Supplies  of  all  sorts  tolerably  plentiful. 
Road  crosses  creeks,  passable  for  guns  at  2nd   and   5th  miles.     At  tfth  mile  Tiling*  of 
Ahmadi,   W.  of  road,  a  new  caravansarai  opposite  it  on  right.     At  12th  mile  village  nf 
Israndi,  J  mite  E.  of   road.    At  18th  mile  village  of  Koshal,  close  to  road  ou  W.    Much  of 
country  passed  through  under  corn  after  rainy  winter. 


2.  BOKAZJAK 


24 


39 


A  mile  from  Borazjan  (pronounced  Bora*  j  tin) 
palm  groves  and  gardens.     Borazjan,   a  small 
town,  unfortified,  containing   1,5CK)    to    2,t«Nl 
inhabitants.    Camping  ground  W.  of  town   near 
telegraph  office. 

Water  good  and  abundant  from  hot  spring,  issuing  from  hills,  half  a  mile  from  village. 
Supplies  of  all  sorts  tolerably  plentiful. 

Road  for  5  miles  over  low  rolling  hills  of  conglomerate,  intersected  by  shallow  nullahs 
and  sparsely  covered  with  jujube  bushes.  It  then  skirts  the  edge  of  a  dangerous  swamp 
covered  with  tamarisk  jungle,  caused  by  sulphurous  streams  from  the  hills. 

Water  brackish  from  wells.  Supplies  in  tolerable  quantities  obtainable  from  Kiaht,  4 
miles  to  K.W. 
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Route  No.  107— contd* 
B**i*tr  to  Tihrdn  vi&  Shirdz  and  Isfahan  (The  Post  Road)—don\A. 


Stage  or  halting  pi**. 


Dnr  aycs,  or  kilxs. 


Intense* 
diata. 


Total. 


Description,  &o. 


3.  Dalaki 


14 


53 


A  mile  after  leaving  Dalaki;  road  enters  hills 
and  becomes  impassable  for  wheels ;  crosses 
outer  range,  and  enters  defile  leading  to 
|  river,  4  miles  from  Dalaki.  A  shorter  path  for 
infantry  alone  under  telegraph  line*  The  Dalaki  river  lies  in  a  broad,  stony  bed;  its  banks 
thickly  fringed  with  date  palms.  The  road  follows  river  bed,  crossing  it  twice  in  ordinary 
weather,  to  new  bridge,  6  miles  from  Dalaki ;  and,  crossing  bridge  or  ford  just  above  it,  con- 
tinues on  right  bank  for  another  mile,  where  it  enters  Kutai  Malu  pass,  1,500^  of  steep 
zigzag. 


4.  Rolf  AftTUCTSH 


15 


68 


In  fact,  nothing  better  than  a  rocky  staircase 
with  its  landing  place  in  the  plain  of  1,800' 
above  sea  level,  after  which  3  miles*  over  plain 
to  Konartakteh,  a  very  small  village  and  cara~ 

rausarai.    A  column  should  go  on  3  miles,  and  encamp  on  the  bank  of  the  river  to  the  left 

of  the  road.    At  Konartakteh  is  a  telegraph  station. 


6.  Kamabaj 


11 


79 


Water  good  and  plentiful  from  wells.  Supplies* 
obtainable. 

Three  miles  over  plain,  then  easy  descent 
to  left  bank  of  Shapur  river,  which  the  road 
follows  for  a  mile ;  then  turns  up  a  ravine,  which  ends  in  the  steep,  but  short,  pass  of  Kamaraj. 
This  pass  is  one  of  the  worst  in  Persia,  and  half-way  up  is  so  narrow,  that  a  laden  mule 
atrikes  his  load  against  the  rocks,  and  two  laden  mules  cannot  pass  each  other.  This  flight 
of  rocky  stair*  is  about  l,20u'  high,  and  lands  one  on  the  little  plain  of  Kamaraj  2,950'. 
The  Tillage  lies  under  the  hills  to  the  W.,  and  contains  about  500  inhabitants. 


6.  Kazran 


19 


98 


Water  good  from  wells  and  Jcandts.  Supplies 
of  all  sorts  plentiful.  Three  miles  across  level 
plain.  Road  then  enters  Tang-i-Tiirku  pass, 
which  is  very  bad;  a  path  over  hills  to  W. 
somewhat  better  but  longer. 
About  8  miles  from  Kamaraj,  road  turns  S.E,  into  Kazran  or  Kazrun  plain.  Kazran,  a 
town  formerly  of  12*000  inhabitants,  now  (1872)  mueh  reduced.    Telegraph  office. 


7.  Mils  Kotal 


20 


118 


Water  good  from  spring.  No  supplies,  but 
firewood  procurable.  For  8  miles  road  level; 
then  crosses  stream  running  to  lake  by  a  ruined 
causeway  ;  3  miles  over  stony  road  ascending  to* 
foot  of  Kotal  Dukhtar  pass ;  very  steep  zig-zag — 700'  perpendicular — can  be  crossed  by  artillery 
on  whevls,  but  with  great  difficulty.  A  mile  and  a  half  from  top  of  pass,  road  emerges  on 
wooded  plain  of  Da*ht-i-bar,  which  is  waterless,  except  under  hills  to  N.,  where  are  two 
villages, — Abdtii  and  Katun i.  After  traversing  plain  for  5  miles,  road  ascends  spur  of  hill  by 
path  of  easy  gradient,  but  mueh  encumbered  with  stones,  known  as  the  Pirazan  pass.  Two  miles- 
faun  bottom  is  a  small  plateau,  on  which  are  two  caravansarais,  which  would  contain  500  men. 
Camping  ground  *or  500  more  on  plateau.  Surrounding  hills  covered  with  open  forest, 
Hright  above  sea  5,800\ 

Water  good  from  running  stream.  Supplies  of 
barley,  chopped  straw,  a  little  flour,  sheep,  and 
goats  procurable. 

Three  miles  to  top  of  pass,  7,150'  above  the 
sea ;  level  through  forest  for  a  mile,  then  a 
mil*  and  a  half  more  with  a  desent  of  600*  to  plain  of  Dashtarjan,  at  N.  end  of  which  is  a 
▼illage.     Road  through  valley  good,  but  care  should  be  taken  to  keep  under  hills  to  W, 


8.  DltHTASJAJr 


•  •« 


12 


130 


144 

Route  No.  107 — confd. 
Bi*har  to  Txhrdn  viA  Shlrdz  and  hfahdn  (The  Post  Road) 


ontd, 


Dimjrc*.  or  rasa. 

Stage  or  halting  plaee. 

Intense* 
diste. 

ToUl. 

Description,  Ac. 

turfy  ground  in  valley  being  treacherous  swamp  in  parts.    There  is  a  pass  oTer  the  mountains 
from  Abdul  to  Dashtarjan,  where  there  is  a  telegraph  office. 


9.  KhXn-i-Zaniah 


river  to  the  latter,  which  it  crosses  by  ford 


11 


141 


Water  good,  from  river.  Supplies  procurable.  A 
mile  from  the  village  road  ascends  pass  over 
wooded  hills  to  6th  mile,  whence  it  follows  the 
right  bank  of  an  affluent  of  the  KAra-Agatcb 

, (bridge  unfinished,  1871). 

It  then  follows  left  bank  of  the  Kara-Agatcn  river  to  Khan-i-Zanian,  a  small  fortified 
village  with  two  caravansarais,  one  on  each  side  of  a  stream  flowing  from  the  U.  Height 
above  sea  6,000'. 


10.  ShibIz 


••• 


25 


166 


Water  good  and  supplies  plentiful.  Crossing  the 
stream  between  the  two  saraU  by  a  new  stono 
bridge,  the  road  follows  the  river  bank  for  2 
mile*,  where  the  river  turns  S.,  the  road  running 
£.  for  15  miles  more  over  undulating  ground  before  reaching  the  plain  of  Shiraz.  A  brackish 
stream  from  N.  is  crossed  by  bridges  at  13th  and  loth  miles.  Road  rough,  but  gradients  fair. 
A  halt  can  be  made  half-way  at  the  village  of  Kala  Muhser,  or  Deh  Shaikh,  a  mile  to  N.  of 
road.  On  emerging  into  Shiraz  plain,  stream  above  mentioned  crossed  for  3rd  time  by  a 
bridge.     Three  miles  over  desert,  then  5  of  garden  and  cultivation  to  city. 

The  general  direction  of  the  road  so  far  may  be  described  as  N.E.  to  Kamaraj,  thence 
E.  to  Shiraz.  Shiraz  is  a  town  of  20,900  inhabitants,  in  which  supplies  of  all  kinds  are  pro- 
curable. The  climate  is  good,  and  the  water-supply  excellent.  For  further  details  ri<fe 
Shiraz. 


11.  ZisoXir 

12.  Saidajc 

13.  KowXmXbXd     ... 

14.  MubohIb 

15.  DihbId 

16.  KhXn-i-KobX    ... 

17.  SfrtMEK 

18.  ABADKH 

19.  ShuloistXn     ... 

20.  Yazdikh.Cbt     ... 

21.  Maksudbiqi    ... 

22.  KctxbsbIh 

23.  Mayab 

24.  TsfahXh 


20 
28 
15 
18 
28 
18 
20 
16 
21 
24 
20 
16 


186 
214 
229 
247 
275 
293 
313 
329 
350 
374 
394 
410 


\ 


Telegraph  office. 


Telegraph  office. 


Telegraph  office. 


For  detai  Is  regard  m  % 
)    this  part    of    the 

road,    vide  Rottt* 

No.  385. 


Telegraph  office. 


/ 


16  I 
30 


426  '  )The  long  stage  fromMayar  to  Isfahan  i«  «wu** 
times  broken  at  Marg',  8  miles  from  Iv'afun. 


456 


1 


For  an  account  of  this  city,  vide  Isfahan. 
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Route  No.  107 — eoncld. 
Bishahr  to  Tehran  via  Shirdz  and  Isfahan     (The  Post  Road)—  eoncld. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Distance,  is  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description,  Ac. 


25.  Gaz 

26.  M6rchakaji  ... 

27.  Soh 

28.  Kohrud 

29.  Kasha* 

30.  815-Six 

31.  Pasanoan 

32.  Kum 

33.  Pql-i-DalXk  ... 

34.  Hat/z-i-Sultax 

35.   Kl  KARA GIRD     ... 

36.  Tihrax 


12 

468 

24 

492 

25 

617 

18 

535 

30 

565 

25 

600 

24 

614 

16 

630 

15 

645 

24 

669 

24 

693 

24 

717 

Telegraph  office. 


Telegraph  office. 


Telegraph  office. 


Vide  "  Tihran." 


For  details  regarding 
\    this  part    of    the 

road,    vide    Route 

No.  385. 


chAhbAr. 

Lat.  25°  15' ;  Long.  60°  30'. 

A  village  and  port  on  the  Makran  coast  in  the  bay  of  tl^  same  nam  p. 

The  village  stands  on  a  sand  hillock  on  the  pastern  side  of  the  bay,  and 
is  protected  by  an  insignificant  fort,  which  is  only  remarkable  from 
being  built  of  mud,  whereas  the  huts  in  the  village  are  of  mat. 

There  is  some  garden  cultivation  and  a  good  many  trees,  amongst  which 
the  cocoanut,  olive,  and  mango  are  conspicuous. 

The  population  is  but  small,  and  was  computed  by  Colonel  Goldsmid  in 
IS  4  at  about  900. 

The  climate  and  water  are  remarkably  good,  and  the  anchorage  is  sheltered 
and  safe  for  native  craft      The  trade  is  insignificant. 

The  Indo-European  telegraph  line  has  a  station  here. 


JuHority. — Grant. 


Route  No.  103. 

Chahbar  to  Bamp(jr,  by  Kasrkaxd. 


DlSTASTCI,  Uf  KILE8. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


1-  TrsKoPAJf 
2.  Naoos 


The  road  is  good  hut  hmg,  and  in  the  hot  season 
there  its  great  scarcity  of  water. 


20 
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Route  No.  108 — contd. 
Chdhbdr  to  Bam  pur  by  Kasriand — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


3.  Kasbkaxd 

4.  Gbh 


5.  HOCHIN 


6.  SABKft 


7.  L\8HAB 


8.  GlZKOK 


9.  BampGb 


DlSTAlTCS,  IK  XILCt. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


31 


27 


13 


58 


71 


At  4|  miles  Hait,  a  fine  village  and  po«t.  At 
9  miles  pass  Bug  on  left.  The  rest  of  the  road 
is  over  hills  and  through  ravines.  Water  and 
supplies  procurable  here. 

The  road  goes  over  bills  and  through  ravines. 
Water  from  a  ravine. 

The  road  is  exceedingly  steep  and  difficult 
through  t  he  Hochan  nalla.  This  is  one  of  the  paM- 
esinto  Makran,  of  which  there  are  manv  between 
Mersiib  and  Khel&t-i-Sera,  all  so  difficult  that 
they  might  be  defended  by  a  small  body  of  men. 

The  road  goes  for  8  miles  through  ravines,  and 
the  remainder  through  the  ravine  of  Lash.tr. 
Springs  of  water  in  most  places. 

At  2  miles  pass  Isf aka.  a  large  village.  At  14th 
mile  quit  Lashar  ravine  and  enter  sandhill*. 
At  27th  mile  Gizkok.  No  village.  Water 
brackish. 

At  10th  mile  cross  Bampur  nalla. 


Route  No.  109. 

ChahbXr  to  Gwadar. 
Authority. — Haji  AbdCl  Nab!. 


Dimici,  vs  mils*.  | 


$ta*e  or  halting  place. 


1.  Tiskofa* 


Interme- 
dial?. 


16 


I 

Total.     I 


Drarription,  Ac. 


I 


Proc*»cd  16  mill*  at  first  over  a  sandr  soil ;  tli.»n 
over  a  decent ;   then  to  Kuch4n  and    MwKk, 
where  there  is  a  well ;  and  arrived  at  Ti<kopun. 
the  direction    <>f    the    road    being   X  E.    and 
E.X.E.    The  whole  road  is  passable  for  guns,  and  the  only  diificulty  is  at  the  descent. 


2.  Naooe 


16 


32 


Proceed  16  miles  immediately  along  the 
coast  over  a  good  road,  having  water  on  it,  which 
is  not  used  for  cultivation,  except  the  water  of  a 
well  at  Sbahans~i*Xigur. 


U7 

Route  No.  109 — conid. 
Chdhbdr  to  Gwddar — contd. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Dumirci,  nr  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUI. 


Description,  Ac. 


3.  Gwatab 


4.  Jnlvi 


5.  GwIdae 


10 


20 


18 


42 


62 


80 


Travel  over  a  level  road  in  a  south-east  direc- 
tion for  10  miles  to  Gwatar;  no  water  on  the 
road  for  the  last  kos ;  the  road  turns  to  the  east- 
south-east. 


Proceed  20  miles  to  the  port  of  Jiyani  over  a 
good  level  road  without  water,  passing  on  the 
ioad  the  Darahun  hill  and  the  KihawangKhaur. 
The  direction  of  this  road  varies  from  E.  to 
E.N.E. 


Proceed  18  miles  in  an  easterly  direction 
to  the  port  of  Gw&dar  over  a  level  road, 
passing  the  Khaur-i-Pishkan  and  several  huts 
of  Bahichfs. 


There  i*  another  road  to  the  N.  of  this  through  Rtidi  Sigarf ,  Kauri,  and  Falarf . 


Route  No.  110. 

Chahbar  to  Jashk. 


Authority. — KitfNEt  r. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distakcb,  isr 

rASSAKHS.* 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  GiajuXadi 

2.  SXk^Nadi 

3.  Kakj^h 

4.  Gwak 

5.  GabhIg 


6.  JAOfjT 


7.  Jashk. 


•  ■• 

12 

•  «t 

14 

•  •■ 

16 

■  a. 

16 

•  •• 

\* 

I.  • 

12 

•  •« 

10 

12 
26 
42 

58 
74 

86 

96 


On  the  banks  of  a  river.    Xo  inhabitants. 

On  the  banks  of  a  river.    No  inhabitants. 

Small  village.    Country  level  and  sandy. 

No  water,  except  line  to  Gabrfg. 

Small  village.     Water  in  wells,   not  good  nor 
plentiful. 

Small  village.    Water  in  wells,   m  t   good   nor 
plentiful. 

Water  in  wells  and  plenty. 


*  Beckoning  2  miles  =  1  farsakh. 
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Route  No.  111. 

Chaiibar  to  Kkj. 


Autho  titf. — KlNNEIR. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distance,  ur  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  NaGOB 


2.  Bah6  (Kala>)     ... 


5.  PisHiN 
4.  Mand 

6.  Tump 

6.  n  a  bib  a  pad 

7.  Kkj 


•  •• 

12 

•  •  % 

... 

10 

22 

•  ■  • 

10 

32 

•  «  » 

10 

42 

•  •  • 

10 

52 

•  •• 

8 

60 

•  •• 

M. 

70 

Country    rather  Lilly.      One  or  two  ravine* 

crossed. 

Country   rather  hilly.    One   or    two  ravines 
crossed. 

Country  hilly.    Water  abundant. 

Country  hilly.    A  small  village  and  fort  here. 

Small  village  and  fort 

A  village.    Water  plenty  and  good.    4  kos. 

Country  hilly.     Water  abundant.    5  kos. 


N.B. — The  compa**-di*tance  from  Chalibar  to  Pish  in  is  about  90  miles;  here  the  distance  6y 
road  is  put  at  32  miles  only  The  reason  of  so  great  an  error  i*,  that  Kitineir  give*  the  distances 
in  kos,  and  they  have  been  converted  iuto  xniks  at  the  rate  of  2  miles  to  a  kos,  whereas  apparently 
these  kos  =  2/arsakhs  each. 


CIIAGHAKH0R. 

Lat.  32°  4'  ;  Long.  60°  53'. 

Tbe  summer  residence  of  the  Ilkhani  of  the  Bakhtiaris.  Tt  lies  in  a  hollow 
valley  7  miles  Ion**  by  2)  broad,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a  rocky  knoll, 
crowned  by  a  fort,  lu  winter  the  place  is  deserted,  but  in  summer  »t 
least  1,500  Bakhtiaris  occupy  and  cultivate  the  valley.  It  lies  about  70 
miles  S.  W.  of  Isfahan. 


Route  No.  112. 

ChagbakuJjk.  to  Gulfaigas. 


Authority. — Stack. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


1.  Dast-i-Na 


Distance,  ix  milrr. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  Ao. 


Throiijp  the  Kahm  river  defile;  then,  leaving 
the  village  of  Kahra  on  the  rijrht,  down  the  large 
valley  to  Shuluinzai',  and  ti.ence  to  I'nst-i-Nd. 
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Route  No.  114 — conld, 
Chaghdkhur  to  Gulfaigdn — contd. 


Stag*  or  baiting  place. 


DisrAircs,  ur  milbs. 


Interroe- 
di  te. 


Description,  &c. 


2.  Juxaga* 


8 


23 


Down  the  valley,  till  it  narrows  to  a  gorge : 
the  road  avoids  this  by  ascending  the  mountain 
slopes  on  the  right.     After  a  few  miles  reach  the 
fertile  plain  of  Mizak  at  the  back  of  the  Jahan 
Bin  mountain.    Junagan  is  a  small  village,  watered  by  a  brook. 


3.   I£*Bi  Haidab  ...  I 


17 


40 


Along  the  hill  slopes  on  the  N.E.  side  of  the 
plain  as  far  as  CI  alncha ;  then  acros  s  the  fertile 
plain  to  Fars&n,  the  largest  of  the  Mizak  villages. 
Up  the  side  of  a  narrow  vail,  y,  with  a  mountain 
stream  below,  to  the  small  plateau  on  which  stands  Baba  Haidar. 


4.  Shobab 


21 


61 


Up  a  narrow  valley,  the  road  gradually  rising 
on  its  right  side,  with  steep  khuds  below.  Across 
the  plateau,  which  forms  the  watershed,  and  down 
by  a  deep  descent  to  a  river,  which  is  crossed. 

TSe    road  then  enters  a  lovely  gmssy   plain,  with  a  splendid  spring,  known  as  the   Zarin 

Chashtna ;  then  into  the  Shorab  valley. 


5.  Daca 


6.    SCLAIJAN 


15 


68 


83 


Across  the  valley,  and  over  a  ridge  on  its 
northern  side  into  the  Daua  valley.  Water 
plentiful. 


The  road  now  turns  N.E.,  and  goes  for  12 
miles  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Zuin  larui ;  then 
up  a  defile  called  the  Tang-i-Gazin,  w  lie  re  the 
river  flows  und.*r  high  cliff*,  then,  crossing  high 

ground,  the  road  comes  down  to  the  river  again,  which  is  here  60  yards  broad  and  has  to  be 

forded.    A  little  further  on  is  the  village  and  foil  of  JSulaijan. 


7.  Jamali 


&  RrzBi 


19 


11 


102 


113 


cpnnga.    • 

9.    Kfl6N8AB 


Down  the  river ;  then  up  a  ravine,  nnd  over  some 
high  ground  ;  and  down  to  the  treeless  village  of 
Janiali.    Watur  from  a  spring. 

Cross  the  Zaindarud  for  the  last  time ;  then 
over  a  plateau  among  rounded  hilltops ;  and  down 
to  the  Ruzba  valley,  lying  under  the  Dalan  Kutu 
Ruzba  is  a  village  of  200  houses.    Water  from 


••• 


34 
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A  very  long,  trying  march.  The  road  first  run* 
parallel  to  the  Dalau  Kuh  ;  then  crosses  a  low 
saddleback  and  goes  down  to  the  village  of 
Da  ran,  passes  3  miles  to  the  left  of  the  large 
▼fTUge  of  Dumbana ;  then  np  the  Kh6nsar  pass,  at  the  top  of  which  is  a  spring.  This  point 
i*  about  3  hours*  march  from  Kh6usar,  to  which  the  road  winds  down  among  ravines  and 
rounded  hills.  XtuSusar  is  a  fair-sized  town  among  cultivated  surroundings. 


10.    GULFAIQAN 


••• 


fertile  soiL 


15 


162 


Along  the  right  bank  of  the  Kh6nsar  stream  ; 
cross  it  by  a  good  single-arched  stone  bridge ; 
and  then  over  a  plain  to  Gulfaigan,  a  town 
of  10,000  inhabitants,  with  an  excellent  climate 
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CHASHMA-I-&LI. 

Lat.  36°  25' ;  Long.  64°  10'. 

A  reputed  healing  spring,  lying  in  a  hollow,  about  a  mile  N.  of  the  village 
of  Astana.  It  discharges  a  considerable  volume  of  water,  and  the  place  ia 
much  resorted  to  by  pilgrims  and  travellers. 


Route  No.  113. 

Chashua-i-Ali  to  Mazandaras,  by  SHAHsnfa  Bar  Pass. 
Authority. — Napi  er. 


Stage  or  hsltlaf  slao*. 


DUTAVCS,  I2C  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Busti,  or  SiwAR 


23  \ 


•  Leave  Chashma-i- All,  and  bear  N.E.  for  <r»p 
!  between  two  low  spurn.  At  2  mile*  pas*  thr«»ii!*ti 
|  gap;  road  good  through  open  valley.  TVno\ 
bending  towards  hill*  on  riirht,  to  vill-tge  Kai  ;*  i, 
at  8  miles  ;  valley  cultivated  and  oj>onf  brt».M,»  i 
2  miles  ;  road  good.  Thence,  papain*?  through 
and  skirting  hills,  to  head  of  valley  and  village  Chahardih.  12  mile*  ;  road  good  thm*  z  i 
well  cultivated  plain  ;  village  large ;  ample  water,  and  extensive  grain  crops.  Turn  fr-  :j 
Chahardih,  north  by  west  over  easy  descent ;  at  16  miles,  with  one  steep  incline  of  a  ii»i*\ 
over  good  road,  reach  Sar-i- Hal  lain,  1,050  feet  above  Chahardih  (5,450  foot).  Thi»nce  am*** 
wide  open  level  plateau,  Ku«hta-  Dasht,  to  descent  18  miles.  Then  e  descent  of  1  mile  over  1  a  i 
road,  impassable  for  guns  or  mounted  men,  to  Tang-i-Shamshirb\T — acurions  natural  p.»v*.i^«, 
through  which  stream  finds  its  way.  The  parage  is  confined  by  two  verticil  strata  of  lime- 
stone about  30  feet  high,  150  yards  long,  18  feet  wide ;  exit  by  verticil  gap  in  litn»»^  r.e 
strata  14  feet  wide.  Thence  steep  descent,  known  as  Tanuidi  Tang,  over  bad  road  t<  r 
half- a- mile,  and   following  defile  commanded   on   both    hands   by  precipitous  spurs,   tim  ' 

a  swampy  plain  dniifii't«» 


and   water,    23  J    m-K- 


improving  as  defile   widens,    to  grazing   ground   of    Itusu   in   i 

N.W.,   but   with   ample  camping   ground   on   hill  skirts,    wo«<l. 

Then  3  miles  across  grazing  ground  of  Snwar,  which  has   width   of   about  2  inilos.  thn-nsrH 

narrow  gap  in  low  easy  spurs  of  chalk   and  clay   to   A <*p-i-Xf/,i  stream,  down   which  run* 

one  of  the  main  caravan   routes  to  the  Caspian.    Ample  camping  grounds  on  banks  of 

stream. 

2.  Asp-I-Nfzi.        ...  3  20}      Xofe. — The  pass    of  Shamshfrbar  might   be 

,  turned  by  mounted  men  from  either  sidf  k«^t»- 
I  ing  to  the  plateau  above  the  pass.  Th*  \\\ 
I  side  is  the  easiest.     The  ascents  to  the  pi  »*«-»"x 

on   either    side  are  so   easy,  that  light    guns   might   be  taken     over   without   djtfi.nl- v. 

From  Chahardih  there  is  a  direct   road  going  by  Husu,  but  practicable   for  footmen    i.mt. 

From  Chaliirdih  a  good  road   goes  aUo  across  the  plateaux  and  spurs  of  Shank uh  to 

that  village. 


3.  Radkajt 


••• 


4.  NIkX 


••• 


40 


31 J  This  is  used  by  Persian  infantry  or  hor^men 
.en  route  to  Shahnid.  From  the  Asp-i-Nixa 
i  there  i*  a  road  over  the  Jahan  Xuiui  bill  ar*d 
I  the  Jalin  Mai  in  pass  to  Astarab&d. 


71  i  From  Asp-i-Nfia  stream  to  Kfka  in  MaianHa- 
Iran.  Shihnid  to  AsUribad  bj  the  ChsJchalian 
!  past.  No.  321. 
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CHIKISHLIAR. 

Lat.  37°  30* ;  Long.  53°  52'. 

A  Russian  fort  in  the  Trans- Caspian  region,  about  9  £  miles  north  of  the  lagoon 
through  which  the  Atrak  reaches  the  Caspian.  It  was  at  one  time 
intended  to  be  the  head  quarters  of  the  Trans-Caspian  force,  and  to  serve  as 
the  Russian  base  of  operations  ;  but  the  place  proved  unhealthy.  The  land- 
ing place  is  a  bad  one,  and  steamers  have  to  lie  3  miles  out  to  sea  in  an 
open  roadstead.  Water  for  drinking  is  bad  and  forage  unobtainable.  The 
pljce  has  lost  all  importance  since  the  establishment  of  the  Russians  at 
Krasnovodsk. 


Route  No.  114. 

Chikishliar  to  Askabad, 
Authority.* — Marvin  (from  Russian  sources). 


Vid  Bami. 


Btage  or  halting  place. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Bsrircr  BXshi   ... 


2.  DelIlI 


3.  Gudab-i-Alav... 


4.  Batat 
Alah 


Hadji 


20 


lli 


10J 


34J 


44J 


1M 


63 


First  four  miles  shell  sand,  then  salines,  then 
clay  soil  ;  hard  in  summer,  soft  in  winter. 
There  are  80  wells  here,  many  with  unpleasant 
water.  There  is  a  Russian  fort  here,  5  miles 
from  the  Atrak. 

Road  good,  with  occasional  nullahs  to  be  cross- 
«*d  ;  but  these  are  rasily  passed.  A  lake  here, 
2  miles  in  circumference  ;  water  brackish  and 
purges.    A  marsh    separates  it  from  the  Atrak. 

Road  good,  with  many  bends  to  avoid  chasm. 
Here  it  touches  Atrak  river,  18  feet  wide  ; 
banks  6  feet  high.  Land  irrigated  and 
cultivated.  A  little  forage.  Wood  and  grass 
on  Persian  bank. 


Road  good.    Forage  along    it,  but    none  at 
halting    place  itself.     Atrak    bed  here   half-a- 
mile  wide  ;   banks   100  feet  high  ;  many  side 
nullahs.     Water    bad.    Desert    on    both   sides 
of  river.    Redoubt  here  usually  held  by  two  companies. 


5.  Tagli  Ajlam     ... 


6.  TaiehdjiAlam 


7.  Tchat 


13J 

77* 

13* 

01 

16 

107 

Road  good  in  summer,  with  nullahs  across 
it,  which  do  not  impede  troops.  No  forage 
the  whole  way.    Water  from  river. 

Road  in  three  places  crossed  by  nullahs,  but 
marching  is  not  difficult.  No  forage.  River 
bank  steep. 

Road  good.  No  forage  in  summer.  Abund- 
ant grass,  but  heavy  rains,  and  roads  almost 
impassable  in  winter.    Fort  here,  armed  with 
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Route  No.  114— eon  til. 
Chikishliar  to  A*idbdd—contA, 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAHCB, 

or  MILKB. 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

Deicription,  Ac. 


eight  guns,  garrisoned  by  a  battalion,  and  135  feet  above  the  Caspian.  Sumbar  and 
Atrak  here  unite  ;  banks  of  both  very  bigh.  Bed  of  latter  200  to  300  yards  wide,  but  riv^r 
itself  only  20  feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep  in  April.  Ground  all  round  Tcbat  is  clay  and  full 
of  cracks  and  holes. 


8.  Kh<jb  Alak 


9.  Duz  Alam 


14* 


17* 


121*|  Road  good.  Column*  can  advance  on  broad 
front  for  first  11  miles  ;  after  that  hillocks  and 
chasms  force  it  to  narrow  its  front.  No  forage. 
Water  good,  from  Sumbar. 


1381 


For  first  8  miles  troops  can  advance  on  a  broad 
front,  though  chasms  abound ;  but  tbey  can 
be  avoided  by  turning  to  the  left  at  the  foot  of 
Khdr  Alam  hill.  After  that  the  front  mont  be 
narrowed.  No  forage  along  the  road.  Duz  Alam  is  at  the  fork  of  the  Sumbar  and  Chandar 
rivers,  and  is  projected  on  both  sides  by  their  deeply  cut  beds.  It  is  850  feet  above  the  «ta, 
and  the  climate  is  good.  Water  tolerable.  Russian  Fort  garrison  here  to  protect  the  bridge 
over  the  Sumbar. 


10.  Beg  Tepb 


11.  Tabsakajt 


12.  Mabgiz 


13.  Khwaja  Kala  ... 


125 


n 


17 


12* 


151*!     Six  hours.     Road  across  river  and  through  hilly 
I  region.     Water  at  Beg  Tepe  clear  and  pleasant. 


159 J  Heavy  road  for  infantry.  Six-and-a-half  hour*. 
.  Tarsakan  is  an  important  place,  as  it  commands 
•  the  source  of  the  Sumbar. 

i 

176*  Waterless  road  and  very  dusty  in  summer. 
Margiz  is  a  small  plateau,  surrounded  with  tret**, 
with  a  few  wells  with  saline  water. 
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Five  hours.  Road  broken,  but  could  easily  be 
made  excellent.  Country  hilly.  There  w  an 
alternative  road  from  Tarsakan  to  Khwaja  KaU 
by  Kara  Kala,  30*  miles  long.    Kara  Kala  has 

numerous  wells.    Water  bad.    Khwaja  Kala  is  2,100  feet  above  the  sea  in  a  beautiful  valley* 

Water  good  and  place  healthy. 


14.  Bendbsen 


15.  Bami 


131 


13* 


202* 


215* 


Road  between  two  parallel  ranges  of  Kopet 
l)4gh.    Clayey  soil,  and  plenty  of  water. 


At  8  miles  road  crosses  Kozlinski  or 
Bendesen  pass  of  Kopet  Dagh  (5,000  feet). 
Very  difficult  and  steep.  Requires  improving 
(1879)  for  passage  of  vehicles ;  seventeen  hours" 

ride  for  cavalry.    Bami  is  2  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  pass,  and  contained  (1879)  5uO 

kibitkas.    Water  abundant. 


16.  Bbitbxa 


17.  Abchman 


7*        223J 


161 


2*>£ 


A  large  rivulet  runs  through  Bennna,  Road 
to  it  level,  with  one  nullah  to  be  crossed  just 
before  Beurma  ;  but  it  is  not  difficult 

No  water  on  the  road. 
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Route  No.  114— toncld. 
Ckikishliar  to  Askabad — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAJTCK.IV  HIIJ8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


18.  Dubuv 

19.  Kalata 

2«X    SAJffasEOB 


21.  Taxgi  Kala 

22.  Bazmein 

23.  Askabad 


•  >• 

17 

257* 

•  a. 

13* 

270J 

•  •  • 

14 

284} 

•  •• 

«* 

292} 

.  •  • 

16J 

309| 

*•• 

16? 

326 

Pass  Sunoha  at  8$  miles;  Begardan  at  14 
miles.  Field  and  cultivation  begin  at  Suncha  and 
extend  to  Askabad.    Road  level. 

Pass  Kariz- Verdi-Khan  at  10  miles. 

Also  called  Yezan-Batir-Kala.  Two  forts — Kafir 
Kala  and  Isha  Bashi — are  passed  on  tbe  way. 
These  were  all  destroyed  by  tbe  Russians  in 
1880-81. 

A  village  close  to  Geok  Tapa. 

Pass  tbe  villages  of  Sbe*r  Kala,  Kala-i-Adjar, 
Kordojov,  and  Bal-Arab. 

Pass    villages    of     Salik-Kala,    Khari-Kala, 
Gekche,  Mirava,  and  Qesbi. 
Askabad  has  a  large  Russian  garrison  of  all  arms. 


CHINARAN. 

Lat.  36°  40* ;  Long.  59°  2'. 
A  large  village  in  the  Mashhad  district  on  the  Mashhad-Kuchan  road. 


Route.  No.  115. 

ChinarXn  to  KalXt-i-Arab. 


Jut  A  ority. — N  a  pier  . 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Diravcx,  nr  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Chasdabkabbal 


2.  Sultan    Maiden 


3.  Bah 


4.  8rFPilBXD 


5.  Kalat-i-Abab   ... 


20 


20 


20 


20 


28 


40 

60 

80 

108 


Village  of  5  or  6  bouses  and  a  number  of  tents 
of  Kurds  across  a  valley  and  through  skirts 
of  main  ohain.    Supplies  precarious. 

Large  village  of  20  houses,  with  fort.  Sup- 
plies obtainable. 

Road  through  open    valley.    Village  of   59 
houses.    Supplies  procurable. 

Large  village  of  200  houses  in  valley  opening 
into  valley  of  Jiivaln.     Supplies  ample. 

See  route  Mazinan  to  Chinaran  for  village,  and 
route  on  to  Jagatai  and  Mazinan. 


21 
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DAMGHAN. 

Lat.  36°  10';  Long.  64°  20*. 

A  town  in  Khurasan,  180  miles  E.  of  Tihran  and  50  miles  south  of  Ast£raLad. 
Once  a  large  city :  it  now  contains  barely  1,500  inhabitants.  The  citadel 
is  on  the  west.  The  walls  of  the  town  are  in  ruins.  Water  good  from  th«: 
Chashma-i-Ali,  which  flows  through  the  town. 


Route.  No.  116. 
DamghXn  to  Tabas. 


Authority. — Ma  cGreoor. 


ice. 

DxiTAjrci 

,  IK  KELBB. 

Stage  or  halting  pL 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 

1.   FoBAT 

••• 

14 

»•• 

• 

2.  Goiixi 

••• 

42 

56 

3.    RtSHfN 

••• 

10 

66 

4.   HuBAINti 

6.  Jandak 

••• 

••• 

7 

98 

73 

171 

>  Vide  Route  No.  117. 

6.  Hauz-i-Paxj 

••• 

17 

188 

7.   ZuEt^MAT 

.*• 

21 

209 

8.  ABfotiK 

•  •• 

21 

230  . 

* 

9.  KhAb 

••■ 

24 

254 

The  road  is  good,  oyer  undulating  ground. 

10.  Mihbjajt 

to  Mihrjan,  7  miles  o 

20 
r«r  grave 

274 
fly  undul 

The  road  goes  from   Khnr  by  the  same  road 
as  to  Garmah,   and  branches  off   at  11  mile* 
from  KhtSr,  just  after  crossing  the  low  spur 
from  KtSh  Chakarbrang.    Thence  it  goes  straight 
ations,  then  down  dry  watercourse.     Supplies 

indifferent.    Water. 

11.  ChIh  Mbhji     ...  54  828       The   road  goes   out   towards    Ktih    Chastab 

range  77°  over  level  gravel  plain,  crossing 
several  dry  watercourses*  draining  8.  £.  at 
6  miles.  It  goes  over  Kavir  for  3}  miles ; 
then  over  gravel  for  2  mil**  to  an  old  hauz  ; 
then  on,  still  over  graver,  for  1}  miles;  turn 
90° ;  at  2}  another  old  hauz  ;  at  2}  on  cross  bed  of  salt  or  clay ;  at  \  mile  liaoz  Mirxa,  in 
ruins,  all  over  hard  gravel ;  then  turn  100°  over  gravel  for  9 J  miles,  when  come  to  sandy 
waste  of  Sargardu,  which  consists  of  undulating  ridges  of  the  heaviest  possible  sand,  with 
no  trace  of  a  road  and  most  dangerous  without  a  guide.  Continue  over  this  for  6  miles ;  then 
go  over  Kavir,  very  difficult  travelling  for  animals,  on  account  of  numerous  holes,  for  14  miles  ; 
then  oome  to  sand,  level  and  heavy,  but  not  so  bad  as  other ;  go  over  this  fur  7  miles  and  come 
to  edge  of  plain ;  then  wind  among  sand-hills  for  3|  miles  to  stage.  No  supplies.  Beastly 
water. 
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Route  No.  116 — eontd. 
Damghdn  to  Tabas — contd. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Dutaycs,  nr  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


12.  Dosi 


13.   JaJABIA 


14.  Shorab 


15.  ChihXbdib 


for  2  miles  to  another  river  bed. 


14 

342 

17 

359 

24 

383 

18 

401 

The  road  goes  for  7  miles  over  sand ;  then  over 
gravel  for  1 J  miles ;  then  again  over  sand  and 
gravel ;  then  over  stony  plain,  ascending  for  £ 
mile.  No  supplies.  Bad  water,'  good  2  miles 
off. 

The  road  ascends  very  gradually  between  hills 
for  9 J  miles;  it  then  descends,  equally  easy, 
through  a  valley,  with  hills  close  on  either  side, 
for  8  miles.  Few  supplies.  Good  water  on 
road  2  miles  from  end. 

The  road  goes  down  the  valley-level.  At  15 
miles  join  road  from  Biab&nak-Sarai.  Water. 
Few  supplies. 


The  road  is  level  and  good  the  whole  way. 
It  crosses  a  few  salt  ravines,  and  at  4J  miles 
passes  a  low  ridge  by  a  gorge ;  it  then  goes 
down  river-bed  for  £  mile ;  then  over  level  waste 
At  8J  milert  hauz  of  water,  whence  over  level  waste  for  11 
mile*,  when  it  goes  down  to  a  salt  waste,  which  it  crosses  at  12  miles ;  it  then  goes  over  gravel 
to  14  miles,  and  then  over  heavy  sand  for  4  miles. 


16.  Tabas 


10 


411 


The  road  is  quite  level  the  whole  way  over 
plain,  at  first  passing  through  cultivation  for  3 
miles  ;  then  over  sand  for  6  miles  to  Im&inzad& 
Jefu. 


Route  No.  117. 

Damghan  to  Yazd. 


Authority. — MacGrbgor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.    FOBAT 


2.    GOLAKI 


3.    RfSBlK 


14 

••• 

42 

56 

10 

66 

1 
1 

The  road  is  good  over  waste.  Village.     Water. 
Few  supplies. 

The    road  as  above.     No    water    on    road. 
Water.    No  supplies. 

The  road    is  good,  and  crosses  a  low,   easy 
hill  called  Kiih  Tang-i-Rfshfn. 
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Route  No.  117 — conld. 
Bamghdn  to  Yazd— contd. 


BUge  or  halting  place. 


Dirajtcz,  nrxn.M. 


Interme- 
diate. 


4.  HuSAIlrf 


6.  Javdak 


6.  Hauz-i-Panj 


7.  ZtTBtTMAT 


8.  Aht/sAn 


9.  CirtvtiitfjM 


10.  Hauz  Duxbit6... 


11.  Celah  Pi  llano... 


12.  Hitz 


13.  Hauz-i-GXob 

14.  AbdekXn 


15.  Yazd 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


98 


17 


21 


21 


14 


14 


21 


17 


21 
14 


42 


73 


171 


188 


209 


230 


244 


258 


279 


296 


317 
331 


373 


The  road  is  good  over  plain.  Village. 
Water.    Few  supplies. 

The  road  oyer  Kavir  and  sand  desert.  No 
water.  The  passage  of  this  desert  takes  21 
hours  for  horses,  36  for  camels.  Large  villagv. 
Water.  150  house*.  Few  supplies.  (Khar  i« 
42  miles  east  from  this.) 

The  road  over  level  waste.  Water  from 
"  hauz  "  and  wells.     No  supplies. 

Road  as  above  at  foot  of  KAh  Zurumat.  Water 
from  spring.    No  supplies. 

Road  as  above.  Water  from  wells  in  bed  of 
river.    No  supplies. 

Road  as  above.  Water  brackish  from  well.  No 
supplies  (21  miles  from  Anarak). 

The  road  is  good,  but  crosses  a  low  hill,  e**y. 
Water  from  "  hauz,  "  which  is  full  after  rain ;  if 
not,  there  is  a  spring  up  the  hill  3  miles  off. 

The  road  is  good  and  level.  Water,  salt,  from 
welL    No  supplies. 

The  road  is  good;  crosses  a  low  pass.  Water 
from  "  hauz." 

The  road  is  good.    Water. 


The  road  is  good,  between  hills.  Water, 
village.    Supplies. 


This  is  the  regular  caravan  road  between  Yax<] 
and  Sh&hrud,  and  is  regularly  used  every  winter, 
about  a  dozen  kafilas  coming  annually,  of  from 
50  to  200  camels  each.  There  are  no  supplies  an 
it ;  but  forage  for  camels  is,  generally  speaking,  abundant,  and,  except  between  Jandak  an*l 
Husainti,  there  is  sufficient  water  for  small  numbers  at  each  stage.  From  Husainu  the  roa-J 
splits  and  goes  to  Samnan,  by  which  to  Sari  is  the  quickest  route  from  Yazd  to  the  Caspian. 


darAb. 

Lat.  28°  W ;  Long.  64°  18*. 
The  town  of  Dartfb,  or  rather   Dar&bgird,  is  not  so  well  built  as  Fas&.     The 
houses  am  mostly  of  mud   and  stones.     The  main  street  is  long  and  stran- 
gling, and  there  is  not  a  proper  bazar;  but  owing  to  the  gardens,  which 
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are  numerous  and  apparently  thriving,  it  appears  to  cover  a  lot  of  ground. 
The  date-palm  flourishes  here ;  so  also  do  apricots,  peach,  plum,  almond, 
and  pistachio  trees,  and,  on  the  hill-sides,  grape  vines. 
The  town  proper  contains  1,000  houses,  with  a  population  of  6,000.  Malyat 
24,000  tumans,  400  donkeys,  4,000  sheep.  Provisions  of  all  kinds  plenti- 
ful. Gatch  can  he  obtained  from  the  hills.  The  plain  of  Darab  is  fertile 
and   dotted  with    numerous  villages.     The  climate  is  mild. 


Route  No.  118. 

DAHAB    TO  Ff  BtJZABAD,  Vtd  JAHRtJM. 


Authority. — Abbott. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiCTAJf  CB,  13"  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Madawan 


17 


At  the  3 1  mile  pass  village  Bargan ;  and  at  8£  that 
of  Dihakist&n.  Thence  into  ruinous  bridge  over 
small,  but  deep,  stream  flowing  from  the  north. 
At  the  13J  mile  come  to  village  Kiasi,  where, 
no  provender  for  our  cattle  being  procurable,  we  passed  onwards  2J  miles  to  the  village 
Madawan. 


t£.  Nasibabad        ...  28  45       Immediately  on  starting,  pass  through   low, 

rooky  hills  into  a  small  plain  clothed  with  tufts 
and  bushes.  Subsequently  we  entered  amongst 
low  hills  by  a  bad  road,  leading  in  a  general 
direction  of  295°.  We  then  entered  upon  a  more  open  country,  and  again  traversed  a  tract 
where  fossil  shells  are  found.  Subsequently  the  road  led  through  ravines,  which  brought  us 
into  a  fine  plain  belonging  to  the  district  of  Fasa,  extending  in  length  some  15  miles  from 
north-west  to  south-east,  by  about  5  miles  in  breadth.  It  is  covered  with  fine  turf,  in  which 
ttsd-grouse  abound  in  the  season.    We  finally  reached  Nasirabad. 


3.  JlBBtfx  ...  30  75       We  proceeded  from  Nasfrabad  and  orossed  low 

hills,  extending  into  the  plain  from  the  west,  and 
entered  the  district  of  Jahnim.  At  the  4th  mile 
we  passed  the  village  fort  Kiishkh,  and  at  the 
7th  rounded  the  hills  to  our  right,  and,  quitting  this  corner  of  the  plain,  entered  a  broad 
valley.  The  8th  mile  brought  us  past  the  small  village  Kamshi,  and  \  a  mile  beyond  to  the 
rains  of  the  village  Chahir  Tagh. 

After  this  the  valley  expanded,  and  we  entered  another  plain,  and  at  the  10 J  mile  reached 
Bib  Arab.  The  eastern  half  of  this  plain  is  uneven  and  extremely  stony ;  the  length  is  from 
**»t  to  west.  The  25th  mile  brought  us  near  the  village  Haidarabad,  and  thence  4 J  miles  to 
Jihrfim. 


MubXkavjbXd  ...  16  01       On  quitting  Jahrum  we  proceeded  along  the 

plain  and  crossed  some  low  hills,  2  J  miles  W.  of 
the  town.  This  brought  us  into  a  valley, 
through  which  we  passed  by  a  very  rough 
rood.  At  the  4th  mile  we  crossed  some  mountains  by  a  bad  and  difficult  pass,  called  Gudar-i- 
Xa!  Snikan  (the  Destroyer  of  Hone-shoes),  from  whence  Jahftim  bears  75°.  A  few  minutes' 
labour  brought  us  to  the  summit.  These  mountains  extend  N.  W.  and  S.  E.,  and  Jths  of  a 
mile  north  of  them  is  a  parallel  range  ;  but  neither  is  of  great  height.  The  descent  led  us 
through  a  broad  valley,  which  finally  terminated  in  a  oountry  of  low  hills  and  valleys.    The 


158 


Route  No.  118 — conld. 
Barab  to  Firuzdbdd  visl  Jdhrum — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAHCI,  Or   MILKS. 


Description,  Ac. 


10|  mile  brought  us  to  another  pass,  called  Kas&M,  which  led  as  bj  a  descent  into  the  district 
of  Karzfn.  One  mile  farther  brought  us  to  a  second  descent  over  very  rough  ground,  and 
we  entered  a  narrow,  rough  valley  over  the  worst  piece  of  road  I  have  ever  encountered.  Our 
hones,  though  led,  were  scarcely  able  to  maintain  their  footing,  and  plunged  violently.  At 
the  16th  mile  we  descended  towards  the  small  but  pretty  vale  of  Mubarakabad,  extending  £. 
and  W.t  and  generally  covered  with  green  turf  and  bushes  of  kunar.  It  is  several  miles  in 
length,  but  of  inconsiderable  width,  probably  not  more  than  1 J  miles. 


6.  Cjlmp 


21 


112 


On  the  31st  March  we  continued  our  way  along 
the  vale,  which  extends  on  a  bearing  of  21* «-, 
and  at  this  season  affords  excellent  pastnnigt». 
Towards  the  6th  mile  the  valley  had  sunk  to 
about  \  a  mile  in  breadth.  We  occasionally  passed  a  few  black  tents  of  the  Koshkai  tribe, 
and,  at  the  abovementioned  distance,  passed  the  small  village  Gherghaoun,  1  mile  to  our 
left,  inhabited  by  a  race  called  Kulu,  who,  I  was  told,  are  descendants  of  negroes.  The  12th 
mile  led  us  to  Aliabad,  a  ruinous  village  containing  only  five  or  six  families,  and  an  imam- 
zadah. 

The  13}  mile  brought  us  to  a  river,  flowing  north  and  south  for  a  short  space,  about  lmj 
yards  in  breadth,  and  in  parts  nearly  up  to  the  horses'  girths. 

After  fording  the  river,  we  presently  came  again  to  its  right  bank  by  a  bend  it  had  taken, 
and  proceeded  near  and  parallel  to  it,  but  with  a  high  ridge  of  rocks  between  it  and  us  for 
about  2  miles,  when  we  passed  the  remains  of  a  fort  in  those  rocks  called  Pir  All  and  the  vilbg* 
Lifarjan.  Thence  we  skirted  the  hills  on  our  right  for  -Jths  of  a  mile,  which  brought  us  to 
the  village  Pedam.  This  part  of  the  plain  is  extensively  cultivated,  and  has  a  very  pleasing 
appearance  with  its  fields  and  groves.  The  18J  mile  brought  us  to  the  groves  and  ruined 
village  of  Kala  Kulu  Kellahi,  near  which  rises  a  remarkable-looking  rock  ;  then  passing 
more  groves  we  reached,  at  about  the  20th  mile,  the  village  Kurshu,  partly  in  nun.  but 
possessing  also  extensive  plantations,  and  \  a  mile  beyond  the  village  of  Sagdawan.  Thence 
we  made  about  |rds  of  a  mile  to  the  camp  of  the  11  Begi. 


6.  Baxbonbj 


25 


137 


To  the  village  Kfr,  and  thence  over  stony  ground , 
the  plain  lessening  as  we  advanced  westwurd, 
and  may  be  said  to  terminate  at  about  the  61 
mile  W.  of  Kir.  We  then  ascended  between 
parallel  ranges  of  hills  for  about  4  miles ;  then  descending  about  2  miles  by  an  execrable  rt*d 
through  a  valley,  entered  a  partly  cultivated  vale,  possessing  palm  groves,  a  little  stream,  and 
a  growth  of  reeds,  <tc  The  12}  mile  brought  us  to  the  village  Bagh  Pisarlar,  then  deserted. 
Presently  after  we  crossed  hills  and  undulating  country,  more  or  less  clothed  with  bu«hes. 

At  about  the  2<>th  mile  we  ascended  through  a  pretty  vale,  in  which  there  was  abundant 
pasturage,  and  consequently  numerous  scattered  encampments  of  IUata,  The  little  hamlet  of 
Barbonej,  with  garden  land  attached,  occurred  at  the  25th  mile. 


7.  FfatiziBAD 


30 


167 


We  were  off  this  morning  ere  the  day  had  well 

Tned.  At  the  end  of  the  2nd  mile,  we  ascend* 
through  hills  by  a  stony  hard  road;  and 
towards  the  3rd  mile  commenced  a  ^roat  a«o*nt 
over  mountains,  the  road  varying  so  much  as  between  N.  and  S.  £.,  but  extending  tn  a  general 
direction  of  N.  £.  across  the  hill  for  a  distance  of  about  3  miles.  This  is  a  Tory  dim\  alt 
pass,  the  road  leading  generally  over  hare,  slippery  rock,  on  which  the  cattle  scanviy 
maintain  a  footing,  and  where  ledges  of  rock  crossing  the  path,  or  steep  rises  and  falls 
add  to  the  difficulty. 
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Route  No.  118 — eoncld. 
Bardb  to  Firuzdbdd  vift  Jdhrum — eoncld. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Ditturcs,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &c. 


We  descended  towards  the  end  of  the  6th  mile.  Close  by  our  left  was  a  broad  and  magni- 
ficent chasm,  through  which  the  Finizabad  stream  flows  southward,  the  sides  of 
the  gulf  in  some  parts  several  hundred  feet  in  perpendicular  height.  The  scenery,  as 
we  descended,  increased  in  grandeur,  and  the  path,  leading  constantly  over  bare,  slippery 
rock  and  dangerous  inequalities,  made  it  frequently  necessary  to  dismount.  Towards  the 
Hth  mile  we  reached  the  termination  of  the  descent,  where  the  Ffrnzabad  stream  enters  the 
deep  chasm.  This  is  a  fine,  clear,  rivulet,  pretty  at  this  part,  and  perhaps  30  paces  wide,  and 
U  here  joined  by  a  streamlet  from  the  N.W. 

All  tho  country  we  had  passed  thus  far  to-day  was  more  or  less  sprinkled  with  bushes. 
VrV  made  a  slight  ascent,  and  then  got  into  the  vale  through  which  the  stream  flows  and 
ascended  by  it. 

The  vale  itself  is  nnder  cultivation.  The  20th  mile  brought  us  to  a  small  ravine 
full  of  trees  and  myrtle  bushes,  close  to  which  is  the  small  village  of  Budbal.  We  then 
proceeded  through  a  fine  and  very  remarkable  mountain  pass,  some  250  yards  in  breadth,  the 
nvk*  on  either  sido  rising  to  an  elevation  probably  of  500  feet,  and  for  the  most  part  nearly 
perpendicular.  This  led  into  the  vale  of  Tidasht,  at  the  22  J  mile.  It  is  1£  to  2  miles  in 
breadth,  runs  from  N.  W.  to  S.  E.,  and  is  for  the  most  part  under  cultivation.  The 
district  of  Maiman  lay  between  N.  and  N.  E.,  of  this  beyond  high  mountains.  The 
vale  is  interrupted  towards  ita  N.  W.  extremity  by  a  line  of  hills  running  a  short 
distance  through  its  centre  longitudinally  ;  and  at  the  27 £  mile  we  came  abreast  of  a  high 
rock  rising  at  the  extremity  of  the  vale,  to  the  N.  E.  of  which,  at  a  mile  distant,  is  the 
pmall  village  of  Tidasht,  lying  under  the  hills.  We  then  made  about  2  miles  across  the 
plain  of  Ffruzabap. 


Route  No.  119. 

Darab  to  ShIrIz,  via   Lake  NfRis. 
Authority. — Ouseley. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlRAJTCS.  UT  KILIB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &e> 


Madawah 


20 


W.  N.  W.  The  road  first  goes  through 
a  pass  ;  then  over  a  fine  cultivated  plain  W. 
N.  W.,  crossing  many  watercourses  and 
one  river,  Rtid-i- bar.     The  direction  then  changes 

X.  W.  at  10  miles.    The  road  goes  close  to  some  hills  and  resumes  the  direction  W.  N.  W. 

Then  cross  a  river,  and  then  over  a  salt  plain  to  Madawan. 


2.  Ibw 


25 


45 


At  1  mile  pass  a  ruined  village  on  the  right  of 
road.    At  2  miles  village  of  Kuhash.    At  4  miles 
come  to  a  defile  between  two  hills,  forming  banks 
of  yellowish  clay  on  each  side,  nearly  perpendicular 
and  80  or  90  feet  high,  and  the  road  not  being  more  than  9  or  10  feet  wide ;  apd  a  little  farther 


160 


Route  No.  119 — coutd. 
Darab  to  Shiraz,  via  Lake  ftiru — contd. 


Rtage  or  halting  place. 


DlRAVCB,  I*  X XLB0. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  Ac 


on  is  another  defile,  narrower  and  with  not  less  perpendicular  aides.  Then  the  road  is  hills 
and  stony  for  3  or  4  miles  to  a  plain  ;  and  at  10  miles  pass  village  of  Derakan  ;  then  over  a 
plain  called  Sahrd-i-Karabulak  ;  and  at  13  or  14  miles  pass  through  a  large  cemetery,  and 
then  to  Tang-i-liuch,  a  narrow  defile,  and  in  4  miles  more  reach  Irach.  The  village  is  als» 
called  Ij. 


3.  8a  von  At 


15 


60 


N.  W.  The  road  goes  over  the  plain  for  2  mik-s. 
It  then  begins  to  wind  among  the  inequalities  of 
a  very  rugged,  hilly  path  for  9  miles  N.  N.  W.t 
being  in  many  places  as  bad  as  the  worst  pa5*»»« 
between  Bushahr  and  Shirnz.  It  then  enier*r"> 
on  to  a  plain,  on  which,  it  continues  to  ti»«- 
sta^e.    It  is  a  large  village,  and  supplies  are  procurable. 


4.  Khib 


5.  KhAji-i-Kaid 


15 


75 


20 


N.  N.  W.  The  road  goes  over  the  plain  for  3  J 
miles  to  a  reservoir  of  water ;  then  goe*  close  t«. 
the  hills  W.  N.  W.  At  11  miles  another  reser- 
voir. At  13  miles  the  village  of  Mairoao,  whence 
the  Lake  of  Nfris  is  visible.  In  2  miles  or  moit* 
reach  Khfr.    A  few  supplies  are  procurable. 


95 


W.  N.  W.     The  road  goes  for  6  miles  over  a 
plain  to  a  hot  spring,  the  water  of  which  is  slight  1  v 
bnickish.     Thence  it  goes  near  the  lake  over  s 
dead  plain  covered  with  salt,  and  without  asi<?n 
|  of   habitation  auy where.     There  is  only  a  ruin^l 

1  i  caravansarai  here,  and  a  stream  of  brackish  wat«  r. 

Supplies  must  be  brought  from  the  last  camp. 


I 


6.  GaVabtax 


7.  BandXmIb 


32 


20  : 


the  ruins  of  Pewepolis. 


8.  Zabq6x 


127  !     W.  N.  W.      The  road  goes   over  a   plain  f«* 

j  8  or  10  miles,  encrusted  with  salt.  At  IS  mW^s 
enter  district  of  Karbal.  Water  from  the 
river. 

147       W.  N.  W.     The  road  goes  along  the  right  tank 
'  for  3 \  miles  to  the  Pul-i-Gawakan,  where  it  crt1*^-  * 
I  to  the   left,  along  which   it  continues  over    a 
perfectly  flat  plain  much  intersected  bv  irri .ra- 
tion drains.    Some  supplies  are  procurable  hvnv. 
Water  is  good.      Thence   11  miles    N.  W.   are 


18 


9.  SHfiXz 


17 


165 


182 


W.  N.  W.  and  S.  W.  The  road  goes  along  tb* 
left  bank  of  Bandamir  to  Pul-i-Khan,  where  it 
crosses  and  then  goes  W.  to  Zargdn.  Suppliers 
and  carriage  procurable  here. 

8.  W.  The  road  is  generally  rugged  and  ator  y . 
At  7  miles  cross  the  Ab-i-Barfk  j  then  go  o\ .  r 
the  plain  by  the  River  Rukni  to  the  Tang-i- 
AUah-Akbar,  whence  to  Shirax. 


161 
DARAGHAZ. 

Lat.  37°  25'  5"  ;  Long.  59°  Of  0". 

A  district  of  Khurasan,  of  which  the  chief  town  is  Muhammadabad,  a  fortified 
place  of  about  1,000  houses.  It  is  important  from  its  position,  covering  as 
it  does  several  routes  into  the  Atak.  The  valley  is  well  favoured  and  fertile 
and  contains  23  large  villages,  with  extensive  gardens  and  vineyards.  The 
population  of  the  whole  district  is  about  18,000. 

The  principal  routes  from  it  are — 

East  to  Merv  across  the  desert  (vide  Route  No.  123). 

East  and  south-east  to  Sarakhs  by  Abivard  (Route  No.  121). 

East  to  Kalat  by  Igdalig  (Route  No.  124),  practicable  for  mules. 

South  to  Kuchan  and  Mashhad  by  the  Allah- u-Akbar Pass  (Route  No.  122), 
practicable  for  mules. 

West  and  south-west  by  the  Da  wand  Pass  to  Kuchan  (Route  No.  122), 
practicable  for  mules  and  camels. 

North-west  to  Askabad  (Route  No.  121),  practicable  for  mules  and  camels. 


Route  No.  120. 

Daraghaz  to  Abivard. 


Authority. — Napibr. 


DllTAVOI,  XV  XIXJM. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  Atak  or  Turax 

2.  Abitabd 

12 
24 

••• 

36 

N.E.  from  Muhammadabad  by  the  Darband-i- 
Gfr  Bheg,  or  across  the  low  hills  to  the  S.,  pass- 
ing at  8  miles  Khairabad. 

E.  Along  hill  skirt,  over  level  ground.  Abivard 
is  inhabited,  has  ample  pasture,  watered  by  a  fine 
stream .  Nearest  village,  Kivab&d  of  Kalat,  lately 
re-peopled,  some  miles  higher  up. 

Authority. — Napier. 


Route  No.  121. 

Daraghaz  to  Askabad. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


1.  NUAXDiw  OB  NaU- 
KHAJTDijI. 


Dxravoi,  nr  kxmb. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Peaeription,  fto. 


8 


••• 


stands  the  fort.  '  Gardens  and  vineyards  ex 


N.  W.  Across  the  cultivated  plain  of  Dara- 
ghaz, following  the  course  of  the  stream  drain- 
ing the  valley.  Nuandan  is  a  large  village  of 
700  houses,  surrounding  a  high  mound,  on  which 
end  for  some  miles  up  and  down  the  stream. 
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Route  No.  121 — contd. 
Daraghaz  to  Askdbdd — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiCTurc*.  ur  xius. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  Ac. 


2.  Annau  and  Ask- 

kBAD. 


32 


40 


Leave  the  Taller  of  Daraghaz  bj  the  Da. 
hana  or  pass  of  Askabad  (north-west),  which  i« 
easy  and  practicable  for  light  guns,  and  en*" 
over  low  hills  to  the  Atak,  passing  at  the  edge  of  the  plain  Gawars,  the  first  Teko*  '•  oba!!.** 
At  32  miles  reach  Annau,  300  tents,  and  2  miles  farther  Askabad,  1,000  tents. 


Route  No.  122. 

Daraghaz  to  Kuchan,  vid  the  Dawand  Pass. 
Authority. — Napier. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Dirruroi,  nr  icxlbs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Jtc. 


1.  Naukhahdajt 

2.  duranoar 


... 


8 
24 


32 


See  Route  No.  121. 


N.  W.  from  Nankhandan  through  gardens  an- 1 
vineyards.  At  5  J  mile*  pass  Khallu,  and  gain  i 
wide,  open,  cultivated  plain.  At  5$  mile*  Kti'i 
Kohchar,  a  spur  of  the  main  range,  runs  ont  int  • 
the  plains,  rising  to  a  height  of  about  1,200  feet.  Thence  bear  west,  skirting  tho  riuht  Han1. 
of  the  mountain,  and  follow  the  stream  up  the  valley,  which  contracts  to  1  mile  in  wid*  I . 
One-fourth  of  a  mile  from  Zamodillu  the  valley  bends  W.  N.  W. 

Sang  3mrkh  lies  on  the  slope  of  a  spur  on  right  bank,  and  closes  a  pass  lea-ling  from  tin* 
Akhai  settlements  in  the  Atak,  the  road  lying  N.  W.  up  a  glen,  and  over  Kuh-Asalina  t» 
Annau  and  Askabad,  distant  16  miles. 

At  Sang  8urkh  pass  through  narrow  gap  in  mountains  W.  S.  W.  and  turn  N.  W. 
The  following  villages  passed  en  route  .— 
At  2|  miles,  Burjkilla,  20  houses. 

At  3|  miles,  Zulfan,  30  houses,  and  Khal  Kaulu  Tozanlu,  20  houses,  \  mile  on  left. 
At  5|  miles,  Faiz  All  Beg,  20  houses. 
At  10  miles,  Shekanla,  20  houses. 
At  12}  miles,  Zainadillu,  15  houses. 
At  161  miles,  Sang  Surkh. 

At  18|  miles,  Durangar  Turki,  15  houses,  and  at  24  miles,  the  gardens  and  hamlets  of  Du- 
rangar-i-Rurdi,  four  hamlets  of  20  to  25  houses  each  of  Eaikanlu  Kurds. 

Supplies  ample.  A  road  to  Kalta  Chenar  and  Annau  leads  off  N.  W.  from  the  village 
up  a  narrow  glen. 

3.  Imajcguxi 


20 


62 


Follow  the  glen  S.  S.  W.    At  4  milt  s  cross  stream 
issuing  from  narrow  gorge  on  ru;ht,  through 
which  lies  a  road  to  Shorakh  and  Dtir-baiiaru. 
villages  of  Kushan,  distant  Sfariakhs.    Thence  south  bearing  up  a  narrow,  rocky  glen. 

At  9 1  miles  reach  the  foot  of  the  Dawand  Pass.  Road  passable  for  wheels*  but  narrow, 
and  commanded  by  rocky  heights.  Ascent  of  Dawand  Pass  2  miles,  900  feet*  Boad  fairly 
good,  and  ascent  for  most  part  easy. 

Prom  the  crest  of  pass,  south,  over  bare,  open  downs  leading  over  a  low  gap  in  the 
Chufull  ridge.    At  13 1  miles  passChuintf.    20  families,  Marjaulu  Kurds,  and  cross  a  low. 
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Route  No.  122 — con  id. 
Daraghaz  io  Kucha n,  viS,  ike  Daw  and  Pass — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DUTAJTCK,  IV  MIXES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


ea«r  ridge  into  the  wide  undulating  valley  of  Zublilig,  draining  north  into  the  Durangar 
*>tr*»ara.  Thence  north  over  steep  undulations  to  the  stream  and  village  of  Imamguli,  60 
families,  Zaffranlti.     Supplies  procurable. 

The  D&wand  Pass  is  exceedingly  easy,  and  might  with  little  difficulty  be  made  passable 
for  sruns. 


4.  Xcchan 


18 


70 


S.  S.  E.  At  one  mile  cross  a  low  ridge  on  right, 
and  on  south  by  a  good  road  over  the  Katirchi 
plateau.  At  6£  miles  cross  the  low  ridge  of 
Ahunli  by  a  good  road,  and  enter  the  plateau  of  Daulat  Khana,  crossing  which,  *t  15  miles, 
ivach  the  Zobar&n  Pass  ;  thence  to  Kushan  over  low  hills. 

Light  guns  have  been  taken   to  the  Atak  by  this  road,  and  it  might  with  little  labour 
lie  made  passable  for  any  wheeled  carriage. 


Route  No.  123. 

Daraghaz  to  Marv. 


Authority. — MacGregor. 


Staft  or  halting  place. 


DibtjlVcx,  nr  iulks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &c. 


1.  Tajasd 


2.  Mabv 


44 


152 


From  Daraghaz  to  Marv  is  a  journey  of  6  days 
for  laden  camels,  about  150  to  160  miles. 


IT* 


112  to       152  to       At  35  to  40  miles  the  Tajand  is  crossed,  a  shal< 
120  160    low  stream,  flowing  through  a  sandy  waste,  and 

fringed  by  thin  scrub   of  tamarisk  and  willow. 

Tiience  for  long  stages   across  a  desert,   with 

lis  of  brackish  water  at  each  halting-place.     Laden  mules  also  accomplish  the  journey. 


Route  No.  124. 

Daraghaz  to  Sarakhs. 


iuthority. — MacGregor. 


?<*ft  or  halting  place. 


DisTAjrcs,  is  MiLia. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &c. 


1.  KtU-I-RlVABD   ... 


31 


31 


The  road  goes  through  a  pass  called  Kizil 
Kutal,  which  is  within  3$  miles  of  Kala-i-Ravard 
last  3}  miles  through  a  defile.    Another  road 
ii  that  by  Kal&t-i-NadirL     Here  are  200  house*  of  Daraghazis.     Water.     Supplies. 
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Route  No.  1*4— contd. 
Daraghaz  to  8araiAs— contd. 


Dnmircs, 

or  uui. 

Stage  or  halting  phot. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 

2.  Kh6ja  Ahmad    ... 

24 

55 

The  road  is  over  a  waste  plain  near  foot  of  hills. 
Water,  fuel,  forage. 

3.  Wshaxh 

24 

79 

This  place  is  on  a  river  draining  from 
Chacha,  and  3}  miles  from  the  bills.  No 
village. 

4.  ChIchI 

22 

104 

Over  a  plain  the  whole  way. 

6.  Sasakhs 

42 

146 

{See  route  Kalat-i-Nadiri  to  6arakhs,  No. 
183.) 

—  ■  - — *                            - 

JTo*#.— Kala-i-Rayard  it  probably  a  misprint  in  the  original  for  Abirard. 


DAULATlBAD. 

Lat.  34°  18'  (T ;  Long.  48°  47'  <T. 

A  large  and  civilized  town,  about  50  miles  S.S.E.  of  Hamadan.  It  is  situated 
in  a  fertile  valley,  where  water  is  plentiful.  It  contains  a  telegraph  office 
and  a  well-built  bazaar.  It  is  the  starting  point  for  caravans  to  Shustar 
rid  Burujird.— (g.  r«). 


Route  No.  125. 

DaulatabXd  to  NihXwand. 


Authority.— Schindler. 


DtfTAVCI,  XV  XILKS. 

Staff  or  halttaf  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

ToUL 

Deecription.  Ac 

1.  Rusainabod         ... 
2  Nihiwand           ... 

2J 

ft 

2* 

6} 
2 

i\ 

*•  * 

5f 

H 

12 

m 

19| 

24 

27* 

Bridge  over  the  Kulan,  30  feet  wide,  and 
from  1  to  2  feet  deep.  On  its  banks,  village 
Haramabad,  80  houses. 

Kidjdjeghaz,  half  ruined  village,  40  houses. 

KartifabaM,  60  houses. 

Husainabad,  60  houses.  The  inhabitant*  of 
these  villages  are  descended  from  Turkunuin* 
settled  here  bv  Nadir  Shah. 

Awarzaman  village,  30  houses,  5,947  feet 

Ridge  Kinal  Kuh,  6,850  feet. 

Mil  on  the  Nihavrand  rivulet. 

Nih&wand,  citadel. 
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Route  No.  125 — contd. 
Vanlatdbad  to  Nihdwan/J — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAJTCK,  XV   KtL«B. 


Description,  &o. 


Nihawand  is  a  small  province  of  some  12,0'X)  inhabitants,  of  whom  5,000  live  in  the  town, 
including  160  Jewish  families.  They  are  better  treated  here  than  elsewhere  in  Persia.  The 
town  contains  7  quarters,  12  mosques,  2  high  and  11  lower  schools,  7  public  baths,  and  2  bazaars, 
with  about  300  shops.  The  main  trade  is  in  country  woollen  materials.  Water  plentiful ; 
fine  gardens.     The  citadel  is  in  the  centre  of  the  town  on  a  hill  with  110  feet  command. 


DIZFTJL. 

Lat.  32°  5'  (f ;  Long.  48°  14'  0". 

A  tnwn  in  Khuzistan,  on  left  bank  of  river  of  the  same  name,  36  miles  N.W.  of 
Shustar.  It  is  situated  a  few  miles  from  the  foot  of  the  hills  on  uneven  and 
stony  ground,  forming  the  commencement  of  the  vast  plains  which  stretch 
towards  Hawizah  and  the  Shatt-ul-Arab.  It  is  the  principal  market  of 
Khuzistan.  Its  bazar  is  inferior.  Its  population  was,  according  to  General 
Schindler,  in  1877, 25,000.  Its  houses,  3,800  in  number,  are  not  so  well  built 
as  those  of  Shustar,  and  the  streets  are  narrower.  The  river  is  crossed  at  this 
place  to  the  N.W.  of  the  town  by  a  fine  bridge  of  20  arches  :  its  foundations 
of  stone  are  evidently  ancient,  but  its  upper  portion  of  brick  is  of  a  more 
recent  date.  The  inhabitants  are  bigoted  and  remarkably  punctual  in  the 
observance  of  the  ceremonies  and  duties  of  their  religion,  and  are  divided  into 
as  many  parties  as  there  are  chiefs,  the  consequence  of  which  is  that  frequent 
disturbances  take  place,  which  generally  terminate  in  bloodshed.  Dizful  can 
furnish  abundant  supplies,  and  being  in  a  salubrious  climate  would  serve  as 
an  admirable  base  for  operation  against  Persia  by  Khuramabad. 

Its  position  is  of  first  rate  military  importance,  as  it  commands  the  only 
practicable  roads  leading  to  Karmanshah  and  Burujird  :  in  fact  it  closes  all 
communication  between  N.  W.  Persia  and  the  valley  of  the  Karun.  With 
reference  to  strategic  conditions,  Colonel  Bell's  report  should  be  consulted. 


Route  No.  126. 

Dizful  to  Basrah. 


Authority. — Kekneir. 


Staft «  baiting  place. 


... 


1.  Susa 

2.  Salimania 

3.  Hawfzih 

4.  Ufthawa  or  Aswan 
&•  Bwrah 


... 


DiSTAirca,  nr  mtlib. 


Interme- 
diate. 


24 

28 
24 
42 
21 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


52 

76 
118 
139 


Through  a  cultivated  country. 
Cross  Dizful  river,  3  miles  from  Susa. 
Across  a  desert  without  water. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Ditto  ditto. 
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Route  No.  127. 

DlZFtjL  TO  BtiRtjJIRD,  via  KhURAMABXd. 

Authority. — Db  Bode. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Sagwand  Camp 


Distance,  nr  kilbi.    i 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Bridge  of  22  arches  traversed  on  leaving  Dizful. 
Direction  of  road  N.N.W.  Time  of  starting 
11  a.m.  At  12-30  Kala-i-Muhammad  SAliii 
Khan,  surrounded  by  a  high  wall  and  ditch*", 
was  paused.  (This  is  most  probably  Salihabad.)  River  Balardd  was  crossed  at  3 '30.  Course 
then  turned  N.W.  by  N.N.W.,  until  arrival  at  encampment  of  the  Sagwands  of  the  BajilAn 
tribe  of  Feili  or  Pusht-i-Kuh  Liirs. 

The  next  march  was  at  first  in  a  N.  W.  direction  to  Dasht-i-sur  ;  then  N.E. ;  then  aero*- 
Balarud  in  N.  direction.  The  high  road,  from  which  a  deviation  to  the  Sagwaii  1 
camp  had  been  made  the  preceding  day,  was  thus  reached.  After  a  descent  a  cultivated  plum 
was  reached,  whence  the  road  gradually  ascended  a  long  ridge  of  gypsum  hills,  extending 
from  N.W.  to  8.E.  "The  usual  bearing  of  the  secondary  range  which  runs  parallel  to  th«* 
great  ohain  of  the  Zagros  Mountains."  The  road  then  descended  into  the  plain  of  Kilnh, 
watered  by  a  rivulet  of  the  same  name,  which  joins  the  Balardd  lower  down. 

N.B. — Above  march  was  commenced  at  9  a.m.  ;  the  Balarud  was  forded  at  11  A.M. ;  the 
Kuh-i-Gach  or  "  lime-hills  "  were  crossed  at  1  p.m.,;  and  Kilab  was  reached  at  2-30.  5^ 
hours'  march  in  all. 

KilIb  ob  KIrab      ...         ...  ...  Kilab  has  some  stone  mines  near  the  river-sidr* 

and  two  burying  grounds ;  also  some  bituminnn-* 
wells.  Is  the  place  of  encampment  of  the  Dhi- 
kawand  tribe.  "  Two  roads  lead  from  Kilab  to 
Khurnmabad,  the  chief  place  of  Lur-i-KuVhak, — 

the  first,  or  Rah-i-Anani  (P )  is  the  one  followed  by  Major  Rawlinson  on  his  return  fr»»i 

Dizful  to  Karmanshah ; "  the  second  is  called  Rah-i-Chueskin   (?)  by  Jaidar,  and  is  uicrt- 

circuitous,  but  more  practicable.    This  was  the  road  followed. 

Start  was  made  at  10-30  a.m.     Road  in  W.N.W.  direction,  having  chain  of  Chinar-'n 

on   the  right,  and    the    Gypsum  hills  to  the    left.     At  12-30    p.m.   the   road    inclined 

to  N.W.,  leaving  the  mountains  of  Tangawan  to  the  S.E.    The   Kabfr-Kuh  appeared  at    a 

considerable  distance  to  the  left. 

The  ground  was  strewed  with  stones  and  flint.     At  1-45  P.M.  a  copious   spring  of  wat*r 

was  reached,  and  close  to  it  was  the  ruined  fort  of  Kala-i-Reza,     Near  this  was  an  encamp 

nrent  of  Iliats,  which  was  reached  at  2-30  p.m. 


2.  Kala-i-Rbza      ...  March  commenced  the  next  morning  at  7  a.m. 

Rain  poured  in  torrents  nearly  the   whole  way. 

(Season  was  February.)     The  road,  quitted   t  h. 

day  before  at  Kala-i-Reza,  was  reached  at  7-1 A 
a.m.  Direction  N.  W.  The  Ab-i-Zal  was  attain*!  at  8-15.  It  had  swelled  to  such  a  volutin* 
that  it  was  difficult  to  cross.  The  crossing  having  been  accomplished,  a  steep  hill  on  theopjio. 
site  bank  was  ascended.  The  road  then  continued  over  a  hign  tableland,  having  to  the  If  ft 
the  eastern  extremity  of  Kuh-i-KaMr,  on  which  stands  an  isolated  shrine.  Farther  on  the  rmid 
Iteraim*  more  ragged  ;  lime  and  chalk  hills  frequent  on  both  sides  of  it.  At  9-15  dirrctitm 
was  W.N.W.  by  N.W.  The  pass  of  Kailau  was  to  the  right,  and  the  KarMiah  riv«r 
to  the  left,  at  the  foot  of  the  Kabir-Ktih.  At  9-45  a.m.  tho  road  descended  to  the  Kariluih 
and  went  along  its  left  bank.  A  halt  was  made  here  till  11  a.m.  Pul-i-Tang  was  reached  at 
noon,  and  a  pleasant  meadow,  called  Chashinah-i-Gardan  (?),  at  2  P.  M.  At  3-15  the  niwd 
turned  W.  S.  W.  (*)  and  reached,  at  3-30,  the  river  Talkh-ab  (or  Tal-ab),  at  it* 
junction  with  the  Karkhah.  This  was  found  impassable  ;  so  the  direction  of  the  Kai- 
Ian  hills  was  taken,  in  order  to  get  shelter  for  the  night  among  the  tribe  of  llaaanarand. 
Their  tents  were  found  pitched  at  Ab-i-Garm  close  to  pass  of  Tang-i-Lailan,  whence  the 
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Route  No.  127 — contd. 
Bizfil  to  Burujird,  vift  Khuramdbdd — contd. 


Sure  or  halting  place. 


Description,  Ac 


T&lkh-ab  issues.  Their  encampment  was  reached  at  4  p.m.  after  a  march  of  from  7  to  8 
unakks.    The  whole  region  was  dreary  and  desert. 

Ab-i-Garm  ...  The  next  day's  march  was  commenced  at  6-30. 

Direction  N.N.W.  at  first;  the  Talkh-ab  was  then 
passed,  not  far  distant  from  Tang-i-Laihin,  in- 
habited by  the  tribe  of  Bnba-Yusufi.  On  the  left 
ra*  a  pass  called  Tang-i-Miijen  (P),  leading  through  the  Kuh-i-Kabfr  to  Saimarah.  The 
AUifini  was  crossed  at  8-16  a.m.,  and  the  Gur-i-Faondar  (?)  Tomb  of  Faidar  (?)at  9-15.  Here 
tl<>re  is  a  small  lake  between  bills.  March  was  continued  in  N.N.W.  direction.  At  10-30  a 
»*«  t* p  hill  was  ascended  in  a  direction  due  N.  and  the  valley  of  the  Karkhah  quitted.    At  11  a.  m. 

•  lie  descent  into  the  plain  of  Faidar  was  commenced.  Green  meadows  appeared  in  the  dis- 
tince  here  skirting  the  Kashgan  river.  Three  successive  ranges  of  hills  visible  to  the  north, 
Alvrand  highest  and  farthest.  Here  a  road  strikes  off  straight  to  Khuramabad,  in  direction 
YX.E.  by  N.E.  over  a  wild  and  mountainous  region  called  Chal-i-Hul  [*Ghtil?],  and 
i^^ve*  by  Kala-i-ab-i-sard  (cold  water  fort).  At  11-30  some  ruins  were  passed,  said  to 
r- 1  recent  the  site  of  the  former  town  of  Faidar.  At  12  noon  a  sloping  declivity  was  descend- 
•<1  along  a  marshy  country  towards  Gur-i-Khushki.  The  spacious  meadow  of  Faidar  was 
t  i.»ti  reached.  There  are  ruins  scattered  about  here  and  encampments.  (Major  Rawlinson 
b;id  gone  over  the  same  ground  as  that  above  described  in  his  jonrncy  from  Zohab  to  Dizful ; 
*t  this  point  Baron  De  Bode's  route  diverges  from  his.)  After  half-an-hour's  halt,  the 
u.areh  was  resumed  at  onp  o'clock,  and  in  another  half-hour  the  Kashgan  river  was  reached. 
Tin*  (dream  was  crossed  with  difficulty,  by  swimming. 

At  2-45,  journey  was  resumed  in  a  northern  direction,  and  at  3  p.m.  a  branch  of  the 
»ame  river  was  crossed,  by  a  narrow  and  stony  path,  at  the  magnificent  remains  of  a  bridge 
«»m  the  Kashg&n,  which  is  narrow  here,  but  very  rapid  and  deep.  This  is  Pul-i-Dukhtar 
■  *t*  Route  No.  128).     At 4-30,  a  turn  was  made   to  the  N.N.W.,  and  winding  up  an  easy  as- 

•  ".?  the  road  reached  an  encampment   of  the  Silasilii  tribe  at  5  p.m.     The  spot  was  the 
-ax-  of  a  high  hill,  surrounded  by  oak-wood. 

Camp  beyond    Ptjl-  1      ...  ...  Marrh    was  resnmed  next  day  at  6-30  a.m. 

I-DuKHTAB.  Direction  of  road  N.  N.  E.,  along  bank  of  Kashg&n 

river,   till     the  mountain    of    Pem-Pariz    was 
reached  ;  from  this  point  another  road,  stretohing 
to  the  north,  leads  to  MadiAn-rdd  by  a  pass  called  Tang-i-Tulf-Kash  (t.<?.,  the  "  long-drawn- 
cut-pa****). 

At  7-30  the  road  turned  N.N.W.  and  shortly  after  another  joined  it,  coming  from 
Faidar,  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Kashgan.  The  road  soon  after  winds  in  a  direction  N.W.  by 
X .X.W.  At  8-45,  the  ascent  of  a  steep  hill  was  made  by  a  zig-zag  path,  and  in  half-an-hour 
if  *  summit  was  attained.  It  was  covered  with  oaks.  At  10  a.m.  the  Julgah  or  valley  of  Biala 
was  pasted  on  the  left  hand.  After  half-an -hour's  halt,  the  descent  to  the  spacious  valley 
«>f  Madiaa-rfcl  was  made,  and  the  encamping  ground  reached  at  12-30.  Distance  about  5 
fartaih. 

MCdiXx-btd  ...  From  Madian-nid  to  the  Sassceman  ruins  of 

Riidbar,  the  Lurs  reckon  10  or  12  farsakhs  in  a 
S.  W.  direction.    Camp  was  quitted  the  next  morn- 
ing at  8-15  a.m.  under  heavy  rain.     Direction  of 
road  NX    At  8-45  M4dian-rud  river  was  crossed ;  its  source  is  2  farsakhs  to  the  north  ;  3 
fanaHs  lower  down  to  the  8.  £.  it  flows  into  the  Kashgan  river.    At  9  a.m.  the  road  as- 
cended a  hill,  and  traversed  afterwards  heights  covered  with  oak,  in  a  direction  due  £.    This 


•  ChaM-Ghul—"  Dettrt  of  the  Demon." 
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part  of  the  country  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  the  Dilfan  tribe  and  the  Azad-bakhtf,  who  h- 
long  to  the  sect  of  the  Ali-ltthi,  or  worshippers  of  All,  whom  they  recognized  as  one  of  tKe 
incarnations  of  the  Deity.  At  11-15  another  hill  was  mounted,  and  a  descent  made  to  the  bd 
of  a  rivulot.  After  2  hours'  march,  a  turn  was  mnde  to  the  S.  K.,  an«l  a  small  stream  w.n 
crossed  several  times.  This  is  called  Kaliab.  At  2-15  the  village  of  Hayat-i-Ghaib,  possessed 
of  an  iraainzada  and  a  dilapidated  madrasah,  was  attained. 

Hatat-i-GhXib        ...  This  village  was   mostly  inhabited  by  SayT:«-* 

of  the  Sila-ula  tribe,  and  therefore  nothing  wa» 
to  be  obtained  there.  The  Kashgan  flow*  dm 
to  the  village. 

From  the  camp  of  Madian-rud  three  roads  lead  to  Khuramahad. 

The  first,  to  the  north,  crosses  the  Pul  or  bridge  of  Kashgan  over  that  river.  The  seccn>l 
Wis  by  Hayat-i-Ghaib,  where  the  Knshgan  can  be  forded ;  and  the  third,  to  the  tout  h  of 
the  latter,  is  said  to  pass,  by  a  natural  bridge,  over  the  same  river  at  a  place  callrd 
Pnl-i-Kal-i-Khurd.  Between  the  last-named  place  and  Pul-i-I)ukhtart  or  the  bridge  »»f 
Shnhpur,  are  the  ruins  of  a  town,  called  by  the  Lurs  Shahr-i-Lut.  It  is  situated  in  th* 
desert  of  Chal-i-Ghul.  This  desert  is  an  extensive  tract  of  country,  partly  barren,  parti? 
covered  with  oak.  It  is  only  partially  inhabited  in  winter;  but  in  summer  it  is  perfectly 
desolate,  being  nearly  destitute  of  water. 

Immediately  on  leaving  Havat-i-Ghnib  the  next  morning  at  6-15,  the  river  Ka^hgin 
was  forded,  and  the  summit  of  the  Uoghelu  hill  reached  at  7-15  a.m.  The  a«scent  *as 
serpentine,  and  in  many  parts  difficult.  The  beautiful  valley  of  Dil-bar  is  seen  from  •!■  « 
hill.  The  river  of  Khuramahad  runs  tlirough  it  and  empties  itself  into  the  Kashgan,  wh».  \ 
com^s  from  the  N.  E.  and  runs  impetuously  through  a  narrow  pass  in  the  mount  tin* 
before  it  re-appears  at  Hayat-i-Ghaib.  A  gradual  descent  was  now  made,  and  a  woody  an  j 
uneven  country  passed  through,  until  the  river  Ab-i-Tal,  running  S.  S.  E.  (?),  was  reached  it 
10-45  a.m.  It  discharges  itself  into  the  Khuramahad  river.  At  11  a.*,  a  halt  was  madt  at 
the  village  of  Chingum,  consisting  of  a  few  huts,  similar  to  those  generally  found  in  t? :« 
woody  district,  wliich  goes  by  the  name  of  Sahra-i-Chingoi  (?).  At  11-45  the  fiver  Slmr-alt  *  i* 
crossed ;  this  likewise  falls  into  the  river  of  Khuramahad.  At  12-30  the  rond  joined  the  man 
route,  leading  straight  from  Kaidar  over  Chal-i-Ghiil,  in  a  direction  fromS.  \V.  to  E.  To  S.  E. 
on  the  brow  of  the  mountain  is  seen  the  tomb  of  Pfr-i-  Shahanshah,  clo*e  to  the  road  Is  mi- 
ing  from  Kiiab  and  Dizful  to  Khuramahad,  the  one  by  wliich  Major  Raw  1  in  son  returned  fr  ra 
Khuzistan  to  Kanminshah.  At  1-15  the  village  of  Chamokuruh  (?),  situated  on  both  aui.i 
of  the  river  of  Khuramahad,  was  passed,  and  the  town  itself  became  visible  to  E.N. E. 


Plain  of   Khubam 
abad. 


At  1-30  the  rivulet  of  Badnibad,  and  to  tVe 
left  the  village  of  Faldan,  lying  on  the  ©pi*  *  *+ 
shore  of  the  Khuramahad  river,  were  pa**™*  a*  d 
at  1-45,  to  the  right,  the  village  of  Pfr-i. Rixtr 

and  those  of  Masum  and  Ma<dd,  a  little  farther  on.    At  2  p. v.  to  the  left  on  the  op} « -':•? 

hank,  the  village  of  Ghileveran  (!")  stretched  at  the  foot  of  the  Yaftab  (?)   Ktib.     At  2-15  a 

bridge  and  the  ruins  of  a  town,  with  a  mutilated  miliar,  and  cloee  to  it  the  ruins  of  sotu* 

extensive  buildings,  were  passed. 

Khuramahad  lies  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  which  was  crossed  here  by  a  low  atone 

bridge,  close  to  which  is  a  cypress  grove. 


KbcbamXsad 


I 


Several  roads  lead  from  Khuramahad  to  Burr  - 
jird ;  the  general  direction  of  that  here  noted 
was  N.E. 


169 

Route  No.  127— eoncld. 
Dizful  to  Burvjird,  vi&  Kkuramdbdd — conoid. 
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The  first  day's  march  was  through  a  hilly  country,  intersected  by  valleys,  of  which  Huni 
(?)  i«  the  most  spacious. 

T!ie  river  of  Khuramabnd  was  thrice  crossed, — the  first  time  on  leaving  the  town  ;  the  next 
r<  t  fur  from  it  to  the  east,  both  times  over  stone  bridges  ;  and  the  third  in  the  plain  of  Nama- 
LVin  (?),  separated  from  Huni  by  a  narrow  belt  of  the  Runuli  hills.  Some  remnants  of  a  wall, 
( -^1  d  the  Tuikish  wall,  were  passed.  This  is  said  to  have  been  erected  by  the  Turks  in  tho 
hi-t  century,  during  the  Afghan  invasion  of  Persia. 


Ki*n 


IKbCjibd 


The  night  halt  was  made  at  Resh  (?),  a  village 
on  the  Khuski-rtid,  which  falls  into  the  Kasii- 


gan. 


The  wooded  part  of  Lurist.'in  having  now  been 
quitted,  the  fuel  used  cons:*!,  d  of  cakes  of  dry 
manure  (as in  India).  The  next  march  was  in  ado 
over  snow.  The  mountains  were  crossed  with 
i!iiTi«*ilty  into  a  valley  watered  by  a  stream,  in  which  lies  the  village  of  biiz-i-Ghul  (?).  After 
t  .*,  the  road  crossed  another  range  of  mountains  of  a  clayey  and  chalky  nature,  w.A  de^cond- 
t  \  into  the  plain  of  Bunijird,  studded  with  villages  and  having  plenty  of  pasture  ground. 
On  approaching  the  town,  the  gardens  increased  in  number  and  in  size  :  the  gates  were  entered 
after  sunset.     Length  of  march  about  Sfarsahhs. 


Route  No.  128. 

DizFtjL  to  KaemXnshah. 


<^'M(wi7y.— Rawlinsoh. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DIST12TC*.  13  KILIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Bill  R£d 


••« 


24 


••• 


At  8  miles  pass  the  village  of  Sulihab&d.     The 
greater  part  of  the  road  is  good  going  over  the 
level,  grassy   plain   of  Suriana  of  Sahra-i-Lur. 
The  march  ends  by  winding  a  good  deal  among 
the  sandhills  of  Kala-i-  Jangawan,  till  the  Bala  Bud  stream  is  reached. 


2.  HrsaiH 


»«• 


3.  JuLA-i-RisA     (or 
Kbza). 


itn 


10 


18 


34 


62 


Road  good  throughout  over  an  open  plain. 
At  the  commencement  of  tho  march  tho  Bala- 
rud  has  to  be  crossed  ;  it  is  usually  a  mere 
rivulet,  but  is  subject  to  floods. 


Road  good  over  soft  gypsum  soil.  There  are 
however  two  deep  and  broad  ravines  to  be  cross- 
ed, viz.,  the  Dukhtar-"Wa  jib  and   Tiktiki,  both 

ri  difficult  to  cross  with  guns.     KaL-i-itisa  is  a 

u-apidatfd  fort  surrounded  by  the  ruina  of  a  small  village. 


*3 
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4.  Ptjl-i-Tang 


19 


71 


At  4  miles  cross  the  Ab-i-zal,  a  tributary  of 
the  Karkhah.  It  is  crossed  by  an  ancient  hruj. 
but  the  pathway  to  it  is  impassable  for  g"ii«. 
There  is  however  a  difficult  and  dangerous  f«.nl 
about  1J  miles  lower  down.  There  are  two  roads  from  the  river  to  Pul-i-Tang,  but  the  dir.  *■• 
one  is  impracticable  even  for  a  loaded  mule ;  the  other  makes  a  detour  to  the  right  axi  1 
crosses  the  hills  by  an  easy  pass. 


6.  Ab«i-Gabh 


6.  JXidab 


28 


16 


99 


116 


The  road  runs  along  the  bank  of  the  K.irk!  V». 
and  under  the  great  range  of  Kailun,  which  is 
on  tho  right  hand. 


Four  miles  across  an  undulating  plain  brine* 
one  to  the  pass  Chal-i-Jaidar,  which  is  cvnv- 
dered  the  easiest  in  the  eutire  range,  yet  it  U 
difficult  for  guns.  A  company  of  sapper*  w«.\M 

however  make  it  a  good  road  in  a  few  days.    Before  ascending  the  pass  a  road  branches  *  fT 

to  Khurauiab:id,  70  miles  distant,  which,  though  difficult  and  through  mountainous  country. 

is  mI'1  practicable  for  artillery.     From  the  top  of  the  pass  the  road  runs  through  a  barren 

tract,  known  as  the  Chal,  for  8  miles. 

7.  Pul-i-GamXshan,.. 


16 


131 


From  the  plain  of  Jaidar  ascend  gradual!;  a 
range  which  forms  the  outer  rainpart  of  \k* 
Zagros  Mountains.  The  crown  of  the  hill  l.-« 
been  enolosed  by  a  double  line  of  wall  to  ci>mtii.ir  1 

the  pass,  which  is  steep  and  rocky,  descending  for  about  7  miles,  and  is  barely  practicable  ivt 

loaded  mules.    Tho  road  runs  parallel  to  the  Kashao  river. 


8.  Sf.tmabbah 

(ob  Saimabba), 


9.  Camp      in      the 
23ahbX-i-L6bt. 


10.  B6db£b 


••• 


14 

145 

20 

165 

22 

187 

Cross  the  river,  here  about  80  feet  wide,  by  a 
good  bridge,  165  paces  in  length.  The  nxui  1;  ■* 
up  the  Soimarrah  plain  aloug  the  right  tuak 
of  the  Karkhah. 

Along  the  Sahra-i-Lurt  in  a  N.  W.  direHi«  * , 
the  road  gradually  ascending.  The  plain  whi'-U 
lies  between  the  river  and  the  Kabfr-Kuh  i» 
from  5  to  10  miles  in  width,  but  it  is  thinly 
inhabited. 


Over  the  plain  of  Lurt,  then  cross  a  low  ran?* 
and  then  successively  pass  the  valleys  of  KAui- 
gawan  and  Badrai,  each  watered  by  a  prfty 
stream  and  separated  by  a  narrow  ranee ;  t:  n 
traverse  a  range  of  thickly  wooded  hills,  after  crossing  which  the  road  descends  to  the  lv'«  «»f 
the  Sirwan  river.  This  perhaps  is  the  most  difficult  march  on  the  whole  line ;  but  it  is  pr*> 
ticable  for  wheeled  carriage. 


11.  ZakoawXb       ••. 

12.  HAitiiiif 

13.  Camp 

14.  KabmajtbhAh 


••• 

20 

207 

••• 

16 

223 

••• 

22 

245 

••• 

32 

277 

Up  the  plain  and  along  the  river  bank. 


I 


No  details. 
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Route  No.  129. 

Dizf(jl  to  Khuramabad,  vid  Valmian. 
Authority . — Schin  d  lbr. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DifTijrci,  xv  X1X.U. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ao. 


(1)  Ptl-i-Dukhtab... 


(2)Ali  Gizajn 


18} 


10} 


18} 


29} 


From  Ab-i-Garm  there  is  a  route  to  Khuram- 
abad vid  Madi&n-rud,  of  which  the  stages  are 
as  follows : 

Two  narrow  passes  cut  through,  the  rock  are 
traversed  by  the  road,  between  Ab-i-Garm  and 
Pul-i-Dukhtar. 


There  are  the  ruins  of  a  large  bridge  at  the 
latter  place,  where  the  road  crosses  the  Kiushgan 
river.  The  ford  is  deep  at  all  times.  Height 
of  Ali  Giznn   4,450  feel    The  river  is  impass- 

aMe  here  after  the  rains*    The  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood  &ubsist  much  on  cakes  made 

of  pounded  acorns. 


(i)  CflUKAB       BlJBDA- 

(5)  Pa-T-PuL-I-KaBH- 
GAS. 


(6)  Sab-i-Ab 


(7)  KHTBAHiBio 


••• 


•M 


'   16} 

46* 

13} 

60 

10} 

70} 

10} 

81} 

12} 

94 

Height  of  Pul-i-Madian-rtid,  4,350  feet.  The 
Madian-rud  is  the  same  as  the  Kashgan. 

Height  of  Chunar  Burdakal  (?)  5,050  feet. 
Road  follows  the  river. 

Height  of  Pa-i-Pul-i-Kashgan,  3,600  feet. 
3  farsakhs  west  of  this  station  the  Madian 
river  receives  the  Khuramabad  river,  and  is 
called  by  the  former  name.  Near  this  station 
are  the  ruins  of  a  large  bridge. 

Height  above  the  sea  4,530  feet.  A  river 
here  flows  into  the  Khuramabad  river. 


At  9}  miles  pass  Chirisiii.  Height  above  the 
sea  4,550  feet.  Capital  of  Luristan.  The  river,  a 
broad  shallow  stream,  passes  to  the  S.E.  of  the 
fort  and  town.  For  description  see  Khuramabad. 
Dizful  is  quitted  by  a  fine21-arch  bridge,  520  paces  in  length.  The  road  passed  Ciiika- 
Chaona  (?),  a  hill  on  which  a  fire- temple*  is  said  formerly  to  have  stood.  Farther  on,  tho 
reined  village  of  Salilmbad  is  passed  on  the  right.  Several  miles  beyond,  two  ruined  reservoirs 
are  pasted.  The  Sahra-i-Lur  (plain  of  Lur)  is  entered  at  the  Doktih  (two  hills).  Here 
there  is  an  old  aqueduct  leading  from  Kala-i-Kasm,  a  ruined  tower  in  the  Tangawan  Pass. 
The  road  then  proceeds  nearly  due  west,  past  the  ruins  of  a  bridge,  and  crosses  the 
Baiarud,  which  is  not  deep,  but  over  60  paces  wide,  a  little  below  the  camping-ground. 
The  road  is  good. 


2.  Camp  on  Tins  BiiX 

DBUD  (BiLABfJD  P). 


18 


18 


At  the  ford  of  the  Bilddrtld  are  the  remains 
of  an  ancient  bridge  and  some  traces  of  the  old 
paved  road.  Passing  over  a  succession  of  bare 
sandstone  rocks,  the  road  reaches  Husainiah, 
where  there  is  a  ruined  caravansnrai.  The  road  is  here  free  from  loose  stones  and  the  count- 
ry in  places  altogether  devoid  of  them,  and,  except  in  summer,  covered  with  thick  grass.    The 


*  Marked  in  map  at  from  Shustar  to  Khoramabad.    For  Shustar  to  Dizful,  see  auto. 
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Route  No.  189— eontd. 
Dizful  to  Khuramdbdd,  vift  Falmidn— -contd. 


DlflTAXCl,  XV  KILI8. 


8tage  or  halting  place. 


Description,  Ac 


road  now  Lends  south-east,  passes  a  little  waterfall,  and  crosses  a  sandstone  range  rolled  Wa«rw 
Tnshmal  (?).  It  th^n  outers  the  plain  of  Kirab,  in  which  are  said  to  be  numerous  1/:*  '1 
grounds,  dating  from  the  Arab  conquest,  and  the  remains  of  some  villages.  This  is  a  fav«:u:  .:e 
winter  camping  ground  of  the  Liiris.  The  ruins  of  a  large  village  are  passed,  and  s-v.vul 
smaller  ones,  near  a  stream  which  waters  the  plain  of  Bidrudiah  (Bidruje  in  text).  4}  ujiiis 
over  loose  stones  are  then  traversed.  Road  bad. 


3.  Ka.la-i-Raz£ 


••• 


22£ 


40i 


^  At  this  place  is  a  castle,  garrisoned  hj  100 
infantry  ;  and  on  the  opposite  hill  a  tohnrratiS 
station,  and  near  it  a  mill,  o)  miles  boron d  t  his 
the  Ab-i-Zal  river  is  reached.  It  rapid lr  In- 
comes impassable  after  heavy  rains,  and  oftrn 
continues  so  for  some  days.  On  May  12th  it  w  * 
60  feet  wide  and  2  feet  deep.  The  road  vi&  Kialan  joins  in  a  few  miies  farther  on,  in  the  val- 
ley of  Ganjab.  Thence  it  proceeds  west  over  hills  of  gypsum  and  loose  stones  to  the  Saiwara 
stream.     Koad  bad. 


4.  Pul-i-Taxo 


15 


55) 


The  Saimara  river  is  only  16  feet  wide  at  Pol-i- 
Tang,  with  a  velocity  of  3  miles,  and  pas**  K»- 
tween  perpendicular  walla  of  rock  between  ttO 
and  40  feet  high.  Further  on  the  mad  traverv  « 
a  place  where  countless  cairns  give  the  flat  hi- 1 
the  look  of  a  huge  burial  ground.  BrtytiTtl 
this,  the  road  is  over  continuous  loose  stones,  reaching  a  small  valley  covered  with  thiek  sr:i«* 
or.llod  fozar  [':).  It  next  parses  through  a  gypsum  hill,  in  a  valley  called  Khazfna  (.-),an  I  \\ 
milt  ■«  lvyo'id  reach  t.s  the  iuins  of  Chaman-i-Gardab  or  Ab-i-Garmak,  an  old  caravan  s»  n 
m«»ntionid  l\v  Kawlir.v  n,*  standing  close  to  the  river-bank.  Soon  after  this  the  L-rliiin 
river,  flawing  from  the  north,  is  reached  and  forded,  and  2  miles  from  thence  the  cam  pi  •  -• 
rround  of  Chani-i-Ghaz  is  attained. 


ground 

6.     ClTAMAN-T-GlIAZ, 

OB  Cham-i-Guaz. 


14 


69J 


This  is  a  good  halting  pho*  for  caravan* 
The  name  signifies"  field  of  tamarisk ■*.'"  L«  «\vi-  < 
this  place,  the  road  descends  the  st««.  p  Fil.lrj-i- 
Girinji  (!")  spur  of  the  Kuh-i>L>i>zan  (r)  pr«.j  ot- 
ing  far  into  the  stream.  At  its  foot  can  1-c 
seen  the  remains  of  an  old  bridge,  over  the  Fa.ni 
stream,  so  called  from  the  Fani  pa«?s  which  it  flows  through.  The  road  thin  pa-.t 
B"it;h-i-Khr.r,i,  a  station  mentioned  in  DeBode's  itinerary,  a  small  valley  with  a  f»-w  t*.  « 
and  a  rivulet.  A  few  miles  further  the  remains  of  an  old  paved  road,  culled  Kiin-i-KiMum. 
are  struck :  this  is  at  the  commencement  of  the  ground,  not  liable  to  innmlaticn.  T.«» 
road  p^onds  from  the  Karkhah  valley  to  the  Dum-i-Chul  pass,  and  through  it  to  Vain  Lin, 
4  J  miles  on. 


6.  ValmiIn 


••• 


m 


87 


I  Valmian  is  a  mined  village.  Some  few 
'  families  of  Haasanavand  Ltiri*  pass  the  wint*  r 
here.  The  Valmian  stream  is  the  same  a*  the 
Ab-i-Fani  before  mentioned.  The  rood  continue* 
over  rounded  hills  of  gypsum,  past  several  niir.*. 
'  The  Jaidar  road  branches  off  to  th<»  left  short  iy 
afterwards.  The  rood  then  traverses  the  Tinabad  ranire.  The  country  has  but  few  tree*, 
up  to  Badamak,  where  the  oak  forests  begin.    The  road  is  fairly  good. 


•  Rente  No.  128. 


173 


Route  No.  129 — concld. 
Biz  fit  to  Khuramdbdd.  vi&  Valmidn— concld. 


£u?c  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAXCI,  I1T  MILKS. 


Intpr- 
racdiate. 


Description,  Ac. 


7.  Badamak 


131 


100J 


There  is  a  good  halting  place  here.  On  leaving 
this,  the  road  continues  in  a  south-easterly  direc- 
tion over  rounded  decomposed  limestone  hills 
for  8 \  miles  to  the  foot  of  the  Dehliz  pass, 
where  there  is  a  little  spring.  Here  a  more 
direct  road*  branches  off  to  the  right.  The  road 
n-»w  under  description  is  here  called  Chal,  or  "desert."  The  summit  of  tho  Dehliz  pass  is 
5,7-lo  fe»»t.  There  is  the  ruin  of  a  former  watch  tower  upon  it.  Thence  the  desc3nt  is  diffi- 
t*:ir,  over  largo  angular  stones.  The  ruins  of  two  post-houses  stand  at  the  base,  on  a  little 
rivulet  called  Ab-i-Said,  at  a  few  miles  from  Xasrabad. 


S.  Xasrabad 


1GJ 


117J  |  At  this  place,  formerly  Kala-i-Nasir,  is  a  post- 
house  and  telegraph  station.  Passing  some 
ruined,  water-mills,  the  road  /legends  a  valley, 
to  the  left  of  which  is  the  Ab-i-f&ni  stream; 
the  direct  road  to  the  south  to  Ab-i-sard  here 
united'with  this  route.  Tho  former  road  is  not 
n^-d  much,  as  there  are  no  provisions  at  Ab-i-sard.  The  district  about  here  is  called  Diir- 
Kr»&n  {':).  The  north-western  end  of  the  Kuh-i-Gird  is  now  descended  and  the  Tajand 
*  r»-ain  crossed.  Here  there  is  a  small  ruined  building  amidst  willows  and  tamarisks. 
TV»  read  then  turns  northwards,  passes  a  hill  of  red  clay,  called  Kala-i-Surkh,  and 
•■n  'i  mnt era  gigantic  formations  of  gypsum  for  5  miles  up  to  the  Chimishk  pass.  The  road 
I*  von  bad. 


9.  Chimishk  ...  15}         132J         The  centre  of  the  Chimishk  valley  has  an  alti- 

tude of  5,465  feet.  The  streams  which  water  the 
valley  are  called  Ilcspin  (?)  and  Kapkan  (?).  Thcso 
unite  in  the  Chimishk  gorge.  On  an  isolated 
hill,  in  the  midst  of  the  valley,  stand  the  ruins 
of  a  post-house.  The  valley  contains  excellent 
pornm*.  but  few  trees.  The  road  leads  out  of  this  place  by  the  pass  called  Naif  Shikanan- 
'i^ri  ( II orx«*-.>hoc  breaker),  and  ascends  to  tho  little  plateau  of  Dddabad,  which  is 
ti  cily  covered  with  wood,  and  averages  5.900  feet  above  the  sea.  Thence  there  is  a 
^••c-.  nMr)  to  the  Shorab  Pa*sf  height  0,550  feet  ;  2  miles  mor<»,  and  the  valley  below  is 
..  *-in«i.  In  it  are  quantities  of  fine  oak  trees.  The  Shorab  stream,  at  an  altitude 
f-f  4  790  feet  is  next  crossed,  near  a  small  guard-house.  The  road  then  ascends  tho 
i»  «i  range  to  a  height  of  6,lMJ0  feet,  and  descends  again  to  Shahan-Shah.  The  road 
i.»  very  bad. 


20.  Shahih-ShIh  ... 


15 


147| 


Shahanshah  contains  some  40  houses.  It  lies 
on  the  wooded  slopes  of  the  13owi  range,  near  a 
rivulet  which  flows  into  the  Khuramahad  stream. 
When  the  river  is  low,  travellers  can  cross  to  the 
right  bank  at  the  village  of  Geldan  (?),  but 
in  spring,  when  tho  river  is  too  deep,  they  must 
remain  on  the  left  bank,  till  they  cross  near  Khuramabad. 


4HABAD 


••• 


8 


1551 


•  Whitlur  it  not  stated. 

♦  Ba'fc<-**  XaJ-tbikui."  "Sbikananiah"  knot,  I   betterc,  employed  in  a  transitiTo.  but  in  an  intranaitiTe, 
•«--♦,  ••••brittla." 
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Route  No.  130. 

DlZF<JL  TO  KHUttAlliBAD,  Vld  KfEAB  AND  THE  Ab-I-zXl  VaLLET. 

Authority. — Rawlixson. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAHCB,  IK  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  KfBAB 


2.  Tang-i-Zabdaw£e 


3.  Ab-i-Zal  Valley 


24 


20 


••• 


44 


30 


74 


The  road  traverses  the  plain  of  Dizful  to  th*» 
west  point  of  Kala-i-Tangawan,  and,  roundiitg 
this,  descends  among  some  very  steep  ravines  to 
the  plain  of  Kirab. 

From  Kirab  the  road  crosses  a  precipitous 
range,  a  continuation  of  the  Kailtin  into  tne 
Tang-i-Zardawar,  a  narrow  wooded  valley  trend- 
ing N.  20°  W. 


From  the  head  of  the  Tanjr,  20  miles  from 
Kirab,  a  difficult  ascent  of  2  hours  leads  over 
the  Kuh-i-Be-iib,  a  descent  of  some  mil»v<s  an  1 
then  the  Kuh-i-Anarah  RuM  is  crossed,  at  t'  •_> 
further  foot  of  which  the  Anarali  Riid  is  reached.  Beyond  is  a  third  range,  the  Kuii-i- 
As  pad,  after  crossing  which  the  A  b-i-Zal  Valley  is  reached.  This  is  the  wildest  part  of  the 
Lur  hills,  and  is  inhabited  by  the  Dirikawand,  who  are  notorious  brigands. 


4.  Kat6n  Vallbt... 


••• 


*•• 


Kayun  Valley,  distant  about  6  miles. 


Cross  the  Kuh-i-Gird  and  then  descend  to  the 
Tajand  river.  Horses  have  to  be  led  up  the  K  uh- 
i-Gird,  but  it  is  not  as  steep  at  the  Kiih-i-1*.*- 
Ab.   A  low  range  separates  the  Tajand  from  the 


5.  KhubahIbAd 


••• 


••• 


••• 


The  road  at  once  commences  the  ascent  of  an* 
other  range  called  Kuh-i-Haftad  Tehlu.  On  the 
summit  there  is  some  extent  of  tableland.  Th* 
descent  is  long  and  wearisome  through  a  thick 
forest  of  oak  for  3  hours.  The  road  then  goes  through  a  richly  cultivated  district  thron<?<  4 
with  villages  in  6  miles  to  Khuramabad.  Between  the  north  foot  of  this  hill  and  Kirab  no 
villages  are  met  with  on  this  route. 


Route  No.  131. 

DlZFtJL    TO  MUHAMMARAH. 

Authority.— Revadeneyra. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


••• 


1.  StiSA 

2.  Shaikh  Ravel  ... 
8.  Shaikh  Husaih  ... 
4.  Saiyid  Nambh 


... 


Interme- 
diate. 


18J 

18* 

74 

26* 

24J- 

6o| 

46 

95| 

Description,  Ac 
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dtage  or  halting  place. 


Route  No.  131 — contd* 
Lizful  to  Muhammarah — contd. 


DlSTUICE,  IX  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


5.  Shaikh  Zuhban 

6.  Mcchabi 

7.  KrsBAH  (Gisbah) 

8.   MuHAMiUBiH      .. 


23* 

119 

28 

147 

39J 

186* 

196 

Description,  &c. 


Route  No.  132. 

DizFtiL  to  ShCstak,  vid  Ab-i-BId. 
Authority.— Schindler. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTAKCK,  IS  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Au-i-BfD 


••• 


m 


Road  good.  This  road  branches  off  from  the 
one  vid  Kovnak  at  the  first  canal ;  it  then  con- 
tinues over  conglomerate,  until  at  Sar-i-Bishah 
it  crosses  the  stream,  passed   on   the  other  road 


before  entering  Kovnak.     This  stream  here  forces  its  way  through  a  sandstone   range   100 
fet-t  high.    6J  miles  further  is  Ab-i-Bfd.     Here  the  Ilkhani  of  the  Bakhtiaris  is  in  the  habit 


2,  SfltsTAB 


••• 


uf  encamping  for  the  winter,  and  has  had  a  caravansarai,  a  mill,  &c,  constructed,  and   a  few 
garden*  laid  out. 

20f  38 1       Road  good.    About  6  miles  from  Ab-i-Bfd,  on 

the  hanks  of  the  Kanin,  stands  the  village  of 

Gotvand,  whence  the  canals  mentioned  in  the 

other  route  are  led  off.     On  the  left  bank  of  the 

river  is  the  rich  tract  of  Akflf,  containing  12  villages.  After  passing  the  village  of  Jellakhan, 

the  short  but  difficult  pass,  called  Tang-i- Jellakhan,  or  Tang-i-Rishgir,  is  reached. 

For  description  of  Shustar,  vide  Shustar. 


Route  No.  133. 

Dizffa  to  SntJSTAR,  vid  Kovnak. 
Authority. — S  chindlex. 


Stage  or  haltln  g  place. 


DiBXAVCB,  nr  hubs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  Kovkax 


l&t 


••• 


Road  good.  Pass  several  irrigation  canals,  and 
at  6  miles  reach  small  village  of  Sija  Mansur. 
On  the  next  canal,  about  2  miles  beyond,  is  the 
village  of  Shahabad,  with  the  ruins  of  a  town. 
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Route  No,  133 — contd. 
Dizful  to  Shusfar,  via  Kovndk — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DisTAJrcs,  ur  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Before  reaching  Kovnak,  a  stream  is  passed,  which  in  spring  contains  plenty  of  water,  hut 
in  summer  is  dry.  Kovnak  contains  50  families  of  Bakhtiaris.  The  small  brackish  stream 
rises  in  the  hills  hounding  the  plain  on  the  east. 


2.  Shustab 


20J 


36i 


Road  good.  5?  miles  from  Kovnak.  the  rca  1 
passes  a  cistern,  beside  an  old  canal  (unter  f  "1 
in  ^Iay) ;  a  few  miles  further  are  the  old  can  u& 
which  are  now  termed  canal  sluices;  tiny  c*-r:>^ 
from  Gotvand,  a. little  above  Shtistar,  and  sometime*  contain  a  little  water  in  spring.  wl.i»n  a 
few  families  from  Shiistar  live  here.  Their  small  village  of  5  or  6  huts  is  called  lVim;«  Kc*. 
"When  the  canals  contain  a  little  water,  the  surrounding  plain  become*  so  moist  that  wat.r 
can  be  obtain«*d  a  few  inches  below  the  surface.  Soon  after  this,  another  reservoir  is  pa-<*»«\ 
after  which  there  is  no  more  water  for  the  remaining  7  J  miles  to  ShuV.ar.  The  hills  j  :i-*-  «1 
belong  to  the  Fedelak  range,  consist  of  sandstone  and  conglomerate,  and  rise  a  few  bundled 
feet  above  the  plain. 


DIZAK. 

Lat  27°  21'  tf' ;  Long.  62°  15'  (/' 

An  extensive  and  populous  district  in  Persian  Makran  situated  to  the  K. 
of  Bam  pur.  Jalk,  Sib,  Zerokhshan  and  Bampusht  may  be  included  amongst 
its  divisions. 

Ross  says  it  contains  much  cultivated  land,  and  kafilas  frequently  visit 
Gwadar,  bringing  grain  of  good  quality  from  Dizak. 

Haji  Abdul  Nabi  says  that  its  forts,  like  those  of  Baluchistan,  are  of  little 
consequence ;  that  it  is  famous  for  the  cotton  it  produces ;  that  there  who 
at  least  1,000  cotton  weavers  at  the  place  then,  whose  fabrics  were  exported 
in  all  directions,  whilst  wool,  goats'  hair,  ghee  and  asafoetida  were  im]K>rteJ 
from  Jashk.  There  were  100  Hindu  traders.  In  fact,  the  mass  of  tlie 
inhabitants  were  weavers  and  traders.  The  Dizakis  build  with  date  btems, 
which  they  also  use  as  firewood. 


Route  No.  134. 

Dizak  to  Jalk,  rid  Nah(j. 
Juihorify. — Hijf  Abd€l  Nab!. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAXCZ,   IM  MILES. 


1.  Nah6 


Description,  tc. 


At  20  miles  paused  village  of  Mr.la  llflnift. 

Proceeded  thence  due  north  am**  t!o  IV-i 
Surut,  a  very  narrow  and  extremely  diiK"..!t 
pass,  there  being  spring  both  at  the  north  aru 
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Bouts  No.  184 — eontd. 
Bizah  to  Jalk,  vi&  NdM — confcd. 


Blag*  9t  halting  place. 


DlHASOS,  IV  MXLBi. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description,  Ac 


south  of  the  mountains.  Nahti  is  a  small  village,  well  supplied  with  water,  provisions, 
and  fuel.  From  this  place  there  is  a  road  leading  westwards  to  Gwash  or  Washt,  distant 
52  miles.  This  road  crosses  the  Tang-i-Lukman  pass  at  16  miles.  Thence  20  miles  over  a 
difficult  mountainous  road  to  a  stage  in  the  hills  without  habitations.  Last  16  miles  over 
an  easj  road,  but  infested  by  thieves* 

Direction  due  E.  Road  good.  Sindkan  is  a 
small  fort  belonging  to  Kamal  Khan  Regi. 
The  place  is  watered  by  a  running  stream  aud 
well  cultivated.     Supplies  are  plentiful. 

Direction  due  E.     Road  tolerable. 


2.  SurtsiN 


3  Jalk 


16 


10 


56 


66 


Route  No.  135. 

DlZAK  TO  SARHAD  AND  RfGAN,  vid  Sf  B. 

Authority. — Haji  ABDtJL  Nab!. 


Stag*  or  baiting  place. 


DlflTAVCI,  a  MILKS. 


Interme* 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  &c. 


1.   SlB 


18 


18 


thus  procured  the  whole  way.    The  village 


Proceed  due  S.  across  a  mountain  pass  extend- 
ing for  18  mile*,  the  first  and  last  of  which  are 
over  a    good     road.     This    mountain    can    be 
turned  both  to  the  £.  and  W.  and  a  good  road 
of  Sib  is  a  small  one. 


2.   DOLSOEABAN 


3.  PAAKtiH 


4.    bAJCAlri 


5.  Gwash  or  Washt 


16 


10 


20 


12 


From  Sarhad  to  Rfgan  the  f ol 


34 


Desert  Rigan,  over  a  very  difficult  road. 


Proceed  16  miles  over  a  good  level  road  in  a 
N.W.  direction  to  Dolegeaban,  a  placp  containing 
a  few  goat-hair  tents  of  Biluchis  and  one  well. 

Proceed  10  miles  in  the  same  direction  over  a 
good  road.     Arrived  at  Paskuh. 

Proceed  in  a  N.  W.  direction  20  miles  over  a 
good  level  road  to  a  few  huts  of  Daman f. 

Travel  in  a  N.  W.  direction  over  a   level    road 
12  miles  to  the  village  of  Gwash,  the  first  and 
principal  one  in  the  district  of  Sarhad. 
owing  are  the  stages :   Kalag,  Asaroo,  Rodi  Mahti,  and 


44 


64 


76 


DUBANGAR. 

Lat.  37°  30'  (T;  Long.  68°  35f  0". 

A  collection  of  hamlets,  four  in  number,  on  the  banks  of  the   Daraghaz   or 
purangar  stream.    Each  hamlet  is  fortified. 
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Route  No.  136. 

DUEAKOAK  TO  AskXbId,  via  AnNAU. 


Authority.— Napier. 


6tof«  or  halting  plaot. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Kalta  ChakIb  ...  4  4        From  Durangar  there  it  an  ascent  of  4  mile* 

over  a  good  road  up  a  narrow  glen  to  Kalta 
Chanar,  a  large  village  of  100  houses  of  Sunn  in  ; 
a  remnant  of  the  populations  of  the  old  towns 

of  the  Atakf  Mehna,  Annan,  Askabad,  is  still  known  as  Mihnais,  Annauis,  Ac 


2.  AbkLbId 


14J 


18J 


Continue  following  narrow  easy  glen  to  wide 
open  pasture  of  Nissa  (3|  miles).  Thence  a 
road  branches  off  to  Sang  Surkh  (tee  route 
Kuchan  to  Daraghaz,  by  the  Dawand  Paw),  by 
which  light  guns  belonging  to  the  Hiss&m-us-Sultanat  force  reached  Askabad.  Thence  con- 
tinue in  level  valley,  and  finally  (last  5  miles)  over  plain  to  Askabad.  The  pass  from 
the  Atak  over  low  part  of  the  Asalma  ridge  is  described  as  easy  and  practicable  for  light 
guns  dragged  by  hand. 


fahrAj. 

Fide  "Pura. 


FARASHBAND. 

Lat.  28°  6tf  (f ;  Long.  52°  5'  0*. 

A  village  in  Fars,  84  miles  E.  of  Bushahr.     It  consists  of  a  fort  and  about 

800   houses.     The  plain  in  which  it  stands  is  extensively  cultivated.  There 

is  good  pasturage,    but  water  is  somewhat  scarce.     Supplies  and  cattle 
obtainable. 


Route  No.  137. 

From  Farashband  to  KazrXn,  vid  Jereh. 
AiUhority.ST.  John  and  Abbott. 


1  DuTAjres,  ur  wlbs. 


fitsft  or  halting  plnet. 


1.  KbIniak 


Description,  Ac. 


Water  good  from  brooks.  No  supplies,  except 
forage  and  sheep  from  Ilfats.  Road  leads  X. 
along  the  foot  of  the  hills,  passing  IsmailbaoJ 
and  Awfz,  large  villages  at  the  2nd  and  4tb 
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Route  No.  187 — conld* 
Fard&hband  to  Kazrdn,  vi&  Jereh— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  plao*. 


DlSfASCI.  IV  KH.S8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ao. 


mile*.  At  the  5th  mile  several  springs  form  a  large  marsh  to  the  left  of  the  road.  At 
the  7th  mile,  Gumbaz,  a  small  village.  At  the  8th  mile,  road  crosses  a  small  river  flowing 
S.W.     Road  good  throughout    Khaniak  and  Nauj&n  were  deserted  in  1871. 


2.  Jbbeh 


between  low  hills  to  Jereh. 
aide  the  hills. 


15  28  I    Water  good   from   river.    Supplies  plentiful. 

At  the  5th  mile  road  leaves  Naujan  on  the  left, 
then  gradually  ascends  for  3.    At  the  8th  mile 
a  short  pass.    The  road  then  leads  down  a  valley 
The  pass  can  he  avoided  by  keeping  through  Naujan   and  out- 


3.  Rub  at  ...  15  43       Water    good     and     plentiful    from    spring. 

Supplies  scanty,  except  sheep  and  forage.  Three 
miles  from  the  Ilkhani's  house,  pass  the  village  of 
Baladih,  just  before  which  a  wide  shallow  stream 
flowing  south-west  called  the  Rud-Rhana-i-Shirfn.  The  road  shortly  afterwards  enters  a 
crassy  valley  between  a  limestone  range  on  the  west,  gradually  increasing  in  height,  and 
low  rolling  of  conglomerate  and  gypsum  on  the  east.  These  latter  are  pierced  by  many 
ravines,  in  which  there  is  much  water,  none  of  which  reaches  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  except 
during  rain. 

Rabat,  a  village  on  hills  to  right. 


4.  Kazran  ...  21  64       Continuing  up  the  valley  for  7  miles  further, 

the  road  then  leads  for  2  miles  over  low  hills  to 
right,  and  descends  to  the  margin  of  the  Famur 
lake,  which  it  skirts  for  4  more,  falling  into  the 

Kazran-Shiraz   road    close  to  Naksh-i-Taimur,  about  14  miles  from  Rubat.    The  road 

from  Jfarashband  is  practicable  for  field  artillery  throughout. 

Abbott  did  the  distance  in  two  stages  as  follows  :— 


1.  I8HFAB/1X 


••• 


25 


••• 


Ruins  of  villages  close  by  at  the  foot  of  the 
hills  to  our  right  and  old  burying-grounds. 
Two  and  three-eighths  miles  brought  us  to  the 
village  Awiz,  which  consists  of  mud  houses  and 
hut*.  Proceeding  onward,  we  passed  two  warm  springs,  one  of  which  was  sulphurous,  and  the 
5th  mile  brought  us  to  the  village  Qumbaz.  The  road,  which  had  hitherto  skirted  the  hills 
toourripht,  now  led  us  away  from  them,  the  cultivation  on  this  plain  giving  way  to  grazing 
land  sprinkled  with  kunar  bushes.  About  the  10th  mile  occurred  a  smill  stream,  and  \  a 
mile  further  we  passed  the  eastern  extremity  of  a  line  of  low  hills,  which  oross  the  plain  in 
a  direction  E.  and  W.  At  11  \  miles  we  passed  through  low  hills  extending  from  the 
*\<X wards,  and  entered  another  plain  belonging  to  the  distriot  Kuh  Mareh,  and  extending 
E.  and  W.  The  village  Khaniak,  with  its  vast  mound,  bore  at  the  13th  mile  50°  about  1 
mile  distant.  The  18th  mile  brought  us  to  the  village  Nujain,  or  Naujan,  which  has  also 
a  large  mound  and  palm-trees. 

The  plain  we  were  traversing  is  little  cultivated ;  its  surface  is  covered  with  turf  and 
sprinkled  with  the  thorny  kunar  bush.  It  extends  S.  E.  to  N.  W.,  and  is  about  2 \  miles 
wide,  and  is  well  watered  by  small  brooks.  Descending  through  a  valley  for  a  couple  of 
miles,  we  entered  the  plain  of  Jereh,  where  the  land  is  cultivated.  Thn  road  led  near  hills 
on  our  right,  and  brought  us,  at  the  end  of  the  25th  mile,  to  the  village  Ishfarjan.  The 
distance  is  reckoned  at  1  farsakhs. 
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Rotte  No.  137— concld. 
Fardshband  to  Kazrdn,  vii  Jereh— concld. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Dotajtcs,  IV  MILU. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description, 


2.  KazbXn 


37* 


62* 


From  Ishfarjan  we  proceeded  about  a  mil*  to 
the  village  of  Haaanabad,  skirting  the  hill*. 
When  at  the  3rd  mile  to  the  broad  bed  of 
a  shallow  stream,  known  as  Rud  Khaoa  Shfrin, 
the  rice-grounds,  obliged  as  to  mske  a  short 
detour  to  the  rained  Tillage  Bala  Dih.  Alow 
line  of  hills  separates  the  plain  into  two  longitudinally,  towards  its  north-western  extremity, 
leaving  on  one  side  a  vale  of  some  width.  The  15th  mile  led  to  the  village  RuWit, 
a  collection  of  huts  and  hovels,  near  which  are  two  neatly-built  Btone  forts.  Continuing  up 
the  vale  we  ascended,  at  the  24th  mile,  over  hills  for  2  miles,  when  we  come  in  sitr!.t 
of  the  lake  of  Famur,  a  long  narrow  sheet  of  fresh  water  stretching  N.  W.  and  S. 
E. ;  its  south-eastern  extremity  was  not  visible  on  account  of  intervening  rocks,  bnt  it 
extends  to  90°  from  this  point,  and  there  is  situated  the  village  Famur.  We  ma<le  a  trifling 
descent,  and  thence  to  the  margin  of  the  water ;  then  for  a  mile  and  a  half  parallel  with  if, 
on  a  bearing  of  310° ;  the  water  then  trends  to  330°  for  \  a  mile,  when  it  terminator  in 
marsh  extending  about  half  a  mile  to  the  north-west.  At  33 1  miles  we  pasoed  the  village 
Ktimur  Keshi,  situated  a  mile  to  our  right,  and  2\  miles  further  brought  us  to  the  garden 
Bdgh-i-NA.  At  the  36th  mile  we  passed  the  ruins  of  a  fort  called  Eala  Jinan,  touching  on 
the  road,  and  arrived  at  the  town  of  Kazran  at  the  end  of  37 J  miles ;  the  distance  is  accounted 
8farsakh*. 


FARlMAN. 

Lat.  35°  44'  (f ;  Long.  69°  57'  0* 

A  large  village  in  Khurisan,  87  miles  south  of  Mashhad  on  the  Herat  road.  It 
is  situated  in  a  level  and  extensive  plain,  and  contains  about  300  families. 
Water  good,  but  there  is  very  little  cultivation.  It  appears  to  be  the  same 
place  as  that  marked  Fardidanband  in  Major  St.  John's  map. 


Route  No.  138. 

Far{m1n   TO   NlSIilpfa. 


A  HlAorilj. — M  acGregoe. 


Stags  or  halting  plaea. 


Dmira.x* 


Interme- 
diate 


1.  Hasahabad 


17 


Total. 


Description.  Ac. 


17 


The  road  is  level  oyer  plain  for  7  mile*  to 
Farahgird  ;  thence  to  Ahmadabad,  7  mile*,  it  *» 
quite  good,  crossing  a  low  paw ;  and  thence  lev»t> 
Village.    Water.    Supplies* 
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Route  No.  138 — contd. 
Farimdn  to  Nishdpur— contd. 


DifftiwcE,  nr  xilbs. 

Staff*  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  &e. 

2.  SayidXbXd 

3.  NishIp6b 

21 
17 

38 

55 

The    road  is  quite  level  through   cultivation, 
and  passes  through  the  villages  of  Kala,  Saiyid- 
abad,  Dizbad,   Hasan&bid,  and  Dishdish.     vil- 
lage.    Water.    Supplies. 

This  stage  is  quite  good  by  the  main  road. 

firOzAbAd. 

Lat.  52°  30'  0";  Long.  28°  48'  (f. 

A  town  in  Fars,  72  miles  south  of  Shiraz.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  mud  wall 
and  ditch  and  contains  about  350  houses.  Supplies  of  grain  and  slaughter 
cattle  obtainable.  Water  good  from  a  small  river  which  traverses  the 
plain.  The  road  from  Bushahr  to  Shiraz  through  this  place  is  practi- 
cable for  wheeled  artillery. 

The  town  is  situated  in  a  plain  running  east  and  west  with  a  river 
flowing  down  the  oentre.  It  is  the  residence  of  an  Ilkhani,  and  is 
surrounded  by  gardens  and  orchards.  The  ruins  of  an  extensive,  ancient 
city  is   to  be  seen  2  miles  west  of  Firuz&bad. 


Route  No.  139. 

FffttfZABAl)  TO  B(JSHAHR,  Vtd  TaNGISTAX. 


Authority. — Pelly. 


Stags  or  hafting  place. 


1.  FabIsHBAND 

2.  BCSHKAN 

3.  JLaXIMSH 

4.  KHAWfZ 

6.  Khobm6j 


6.  Dabazi 

7.  GaHijja 

6.  Tajikistan 

9.  BdsHAHB 


DlflTAirCt,  UTMTLEB. 


Intenne- 
Uiate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


... 

38 

38 

•  >• 

33 

71 

«  «  . 

30 

101 

•  •• 

16 

117 

... 

20 

137 

•  «  • 

8 

145 

•  •• 

16 

161 

... 

8 

169 

•  •• 

20 

189 

l 


See  route  Shiraz  to  Bushahr  by  Finizabad. 
At  Khawfz,  water  from  stream  and  wells. 


Seventeen  hours  ;  first  S.  then  W.,  and  finally 
N.  W.  At  the  point  where  the  road  turns  W. 
there  is  a  road  N.  E.  to  Chanar,  and  thenoe 
to  Bushkan  N.  N.  W.,  or  Shumbah  S.  E. 
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Route  No.  140. 

FfRtJzlBAD   TO    KANGtJN. 


Authority. — Jones,  Pblly. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dxrajtcb,  IV  MILS*. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ae. 


1.  KunXb-i-SiXh 


2.  DBH-Rtv 


3.  DtizD  Gah 


15 


18 


15 


33 


27 


4.  Jam  or  Rkz 


18 


5.  KakgGn 


60 


78 


18 


I 


96 


Five  hours'  road  over  undulating  mounds. 
Camp  on  barren  desert.  Some  few  suppli*** 
procurable.     Water  from  wells. 


Six  hours*  road  over  undulating  ridges  of  rock. 
There  is  a  brackish  stream  here,  but  the  well* 
are  of  sweet  water.  Camp  in  an  open  desert, 
near  village.    No  supplies. 


Nine  hours.  Road  goes  through  a  gorge  and 
over  undulating  rocky  ridges.  Salt  water  from 
streams,  but  sweet  in  wells.  Camp  in  an  open 
desert.     No  supplies. 


Six  hours.  The  road  goes  over  undulating 
ridges  of  pebbles  and  mounds.  Camp  in  an 
open  plain.  Water  from  springs  and  welU. 
No  supplies. 


Six  hours.     Road  goes  over  open  grounds  and 

undulating  ridges. 


Pelly  gives  the  following  stages  :— 


1.  Kouri 


2.  YazdGn 


3.  Kakg6* 


Road  good.    Water  from  wells.    Trees,  date*, 
and  iundr. 


Road  good.    Water  and  trees  as  before. 


Road  good. 


FlRtrZKtfH. 

Lat.  38°  36'  CT  ;  Long.  62°  36'  0\ 

A  village  on  the  road  between  Tihr&n  and  Astarab&d  or  Mazandaran,  standing 
on  a  fertile  plateau,  watered  by  a  small  stream.  The  village  has  about  500 
houses. 
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Route  No.  141. 

FffitjZKtJH   TO  ASTARABAD,  vid  CHASHMAH  AND  THE  SiR-I-TaNG. 

Authority. — Colonel  Lovett. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DttTurcz,  ur  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  Chashhah  Kab6d 


20(?) 


2£  hours  from  Ffruzkuh  the  road  reaches  the 
watershed  at  the  ruined  sarai  of  Kuduk-i-Sh&h 
Abbasi,  1,100'  above  Firuzkuh.  The  road  so 
far  lies  over  a  gradually  ascending  plain,  and 
is  much  used  by  charcoal  and  wood  carriers 
going  from  Matandaran  to  Tibran.    The  road 

then  iitrikes  off  to  the  right  among  hills  to  Chashmah  Kabud,  a  small  hamlet  with  a  good 

spring,  but  without  any  proper  camping  ground. 


2.  SXlIsh 


3.  Chashmah 


25 


27 


62 


A  short  but  difficult  march  over  the  hills. 
Salash  consists  of  a  'few  acres  of  pasture  land, 
which  is  annually  visited  by  shepherds.  Alti- 
tude 8,600'. 


Eastwards  by  a  tolerable  path  along  a  narrow 
valley  sparsely  cultivated  here  and  there,  the 
vegetation  gradually  increasing.  At  8£  miles 
reach  the  gorge  of  Tang  Rosia,  where  the  path 
is  very  bad,  even  dangerous.  Scenery  wild  and 
picturesque.      There  is   a    splendid    spring  at 

Chashmah  Rosia.    At  Chashmah  there  is  considerable  cultivation,  and  the  village  is  watered' 

by  a  stream  from  the  Nizwa  mountain. 


4.   KUUIKD 


■  •• 


18 


70 


Over  low  hills,  S.  E.,  till  the  bed  of  the 
Kdria  river  is  reached.  This  valley  has  a 
breadth  of  cultivation  nearly  half  a  mile  wide, 
and  trends  W.  to  the  Tilar.  3  hours'  march- 
ing from  this  brings  one  to  the  watershed 
(a  spur  from  Nizwa)  between  the  Tilar  basin  and 
the  streams  flowing  to  the  Damghdn  desert.  The  ascent  is  easy.  The  watershed  here  forms 
a  plateau  called  Khing,  which  is  several  square  miles  in  extent,  is  well  watered,  and  has  good 
pasture.     The  road  then  crosses  two  deep  valleys.    Water  by  streams. 


5.  FalhId     MakIla 


30 


100 


Up    the    Husktih  valley,  and    then    along  a 
narrow  valley  hemmed  in  by  high   hill*,  which 
at  its  upper  end  is   known  as  the  Raman-f- 
Rtidbar.    The  road  to   Falhad  leaves  it  6  miles 
beyond  the  Pelver  Gorge. 
Falhad  stands  in  the  midst  of  cultivation  irrigated  by  a  karez.  It  has  about  500  inhabit- 
ants.    From  Falhad  the  direct  route  to  Chardeh  is  vid  Chashmah  Ali.    The  route,  however, 
here  followed  is  that  by  the  parallel  valley  of  Sir-i-  Tang. 


6.    PlSHIST 


Kirat). 


22 


122 


Six  miles  from  Falhad  reach  the  watershed, 
after  a  gradual  ascent  of  700'.  The  road,  now 
following  the  course  of  a  stream,  passes  through 
a  gorge  called  the  Tang-i-Chapur.  This  part  of 
the  country  is  fairly  wooded,  and  there  are 
a  few  villages  near  the  route— (Vulna,  Tilma, 
Pishirt  is  a  small  village  in  a  large  grove  of  walnut  trees,  with  a  spring  close  by. 


184 


Route  No.  141— contd. 
Firuzkih  to  Astardbdd,  via  Chashmah  and  the  8ir*i-Tang — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlVTAJTCI,  XV  KTLMM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Deterintian,  Ac, 


7.  CauL4jr-i-MAifGA 


28 


150 


The  road  leading  from  the  Sir-i-Tang  rallcy 
keeps  along  the  main  stream,  the  hills  on 
each  side  being  dOQf  to  4fitf  high.  Pass  tt.e 
villages  of  Kala-i-Sir,  Stirt,  and  B&dalah,  tin* 
latter  haying  at  least  600  inhabitants.  The  road  now  crosses  the  watershed,  and  descend* 
by  a  gentle  slope  to  a  wide  valley  which  joins  that  of  Chardib.  At  Manga  there  is  a 
copious  spring. 


8.  Chahdih 


18 


168 


Along  the  utream  to  the  Chardih  valley,  then 
leaving  it,  and  making  for  the  low  hills  on  the 
Houth  side,  march  along  them  till  the  Chanltii 
valley  is  reached  at  Kalateh  (10  miles  from 
Biuin;.  more  m  «  »uu*i«»  »«<~*  **«-*  «.  anga  by  Tddeh  and  Xamska. 
From  Kalateh  follow  the  main  road  from  Cnashmah  Ali  to  Chardih  through  wh<*nt. 
fields  and  mined  villages.  Chardih  is  a  great  depot  for  mules,  and  the  gardens  about  it 
are  well  irrigated. 


Chardih).    There  is  a  shorter  road  from  M 


0.  ChXbbIgh 


25 


193 


Leaving  Chardih,  for  4  miles  up  a  narrow 
valley  towards  Shah  Ktih ;  then  sharp  to  the  l«ft 
by  a  zigzag  up  to  the  watershed ;  then  don  n 
into  another  valley  across  it  and  up  a  narrow 

glen.    Over  the  spurs  on  the  north  face  of  Shahktih,  by  a  fair  road,  passable  for  guns  to 

Charbagh. 


10.  ZiXjlat 

11.  AstarIbad 


12 
11 


205 
216 


1 


Vide  Route  No.  24. 


Nova.— The  diitin'tf  throughout  are  only  approximate. 


GHAIN. 
Fide  "KAIN." 


gulAmbAr. 

UL  86°  20'  (T;  Long.  46*  2*  CT. 

A  village  in  Kurdistan. 

The  capital  of  Shahrizur,  close  by  the  mountain  Azmir  orGiorzch,  at  t  b^ 
foot  of  the  Ahruman  mountains.  From  Gulamb&r  to  Khaujall,  in  a  valley  of 
the  Ahruman  mountains,  is  4  hours.  Hallebji  is  2  hours,  in  a  west  direct  ion, 
under  the  mountains.  It  is  separated  from  Juanru  by  the  Diyala,  there 
called  the  Shirwan  water ;  and  from  Banna  Khilan  (the  pass  of  the  Diyala 
by  the  mountain  or  line  which  forms  the  western  boundary  of  the  plain  of 
Sulaimaniah.  Hallebji  to  Banna  Khilan  is  five  hours,  through  a  valley  or 
pass  called  Darband-i-Khan. 


185 


Route  No.  142. 

GulXmbIr  to  SuiiatANiAH,  vid  Ahmed  Kulwan. 
Authority.— Rich. 


DiMAjrcs, 

IV  MLE8. 

Btag*  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  TCHIFTAN 

••• 

*•• 

8  hours ;  level  road. 

2.  XiLPABfz               ... 

••• 

•  •• 

2  hours ;  over  hills. 

3.  Ahmad  Kulwajt... 

••* 

••• 

3  hours ;  through  a  pass  in  the  Tharilar. 

4.   DoLADBBIGH         ... 

••• 

••• 

^ 

6.  Ghebbbdeh 

••• 

>.. 

►Turkey. 

6.   SuXfMAtflAH           •» 

••• 

••• 

j 

1.  HisXb 

... 

... 

2  hours. 

2.   GlBBZBH 

1*. 

a.* 

2  hours. 

3.  Abb  at 

•  a. 

«•• 

4  hours.  Great  ruins  here.  The  ruin  called  Kia 
Kalaai  is  between  Girezeh  and  Arbat.     Dastan- 
gur  and  Yarin  Tapah  are  near  it. 

4.    SlTLfMAUIAH 

•  •• 

••• 

4  hours. 

GULFAIGAN. 

Lat.  33°  25'  (f ;  Long.  50°  IV  tf\ 

A  town  of  some  10,000  inhabitants,  standing  in  a  fertile,   well  watered   plain 
about  120  miles  N.  W.  of  Isfahan. 


Route  No.  143. 

GULFAIGAN  TO   BtfjtfjjfRD,  vid  KhONsIr  AND  kll  GlJDAB. 

Authority.— Bell. 


0tag»  or  halting  place. 


Dutayci,  ur  mx.18. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description*  Ac* 


1.  Kh6ksXb 


IS 


••• 


A  mule  track  through  irrigated  ground.  Leave 
the  valley  and  skirt  the  barren  hills  to  the  W.  by  a 
good,  broad  track.  At  7th  mile,  village  of  Warn  a* 
Shun.  Cross  a  rapid  stream  by  a  brick  bridge, 
and  at  11  miles  pass  Khajan  and  many  orchards.  At  13th  mile  Baba*  Sultan,  and  at  18th 
Kb6nt4r.  a  long  straggling  town  with  a  small  bazaar  and  dirty  sarai.  Provisions  and 
donkeys  plentiful.    Water-supply  abundant  and  good.    Elevation  7,770*. 


25 


186 


Route  No.  14>S—contd. 
Gulfaigdn  to  Birijird,  vift  KhSn&dr  and  Ali  Gudar— contd. 


Stafe  or  halting  place. 


Dxravob,  nr  inus. 


Interme- 
diate, 


Total. 


2.  MUk-Dasht       OB 
Dux-i-Kamab. 


15 


83 


Description,  Ac. 


Down  the  valley ;  and  across  the  stream  by  t 
bridge ;  then  tarn  W.  up  the  Tang-i*DanL  The 
summit  of  the  pass  is  reached  at  9,62c.  The  road 
up  is  a  good  mnle  track,  though  steep.    The 

descent  is  broad  and  easy.    Through  a  cult  vated  valley  to  village  of  Kurabalta  (8  miles).  At 

Mian  Dasht  (7,86(0  provisions  and  firewood  are  scarce. 


8.  Chaxajm-Sultax 


22 


66 


Through  an  undulating  cultivated  valley  to 
Nurghan  (12  miles).  At  13  miles  cross  the  head 
waters  of  the  Ab-i-Kum  or  Kadj  by  a  difficult 
ford.    Cross  a  hill  and  descend  a  long  narrow 

▼alley,  crossing  one  or  two  streams.    Chaman-i-Sultan  is  a  poor  village  at  an  elevation  of 

7,810'. 


4  Ali  Gudab 


... 


13 


a  stream  at  10$  miles  and  enter  a 


68 


Down  a  valley.    At  6  miles  Kala  Tezich.    At 
6th  mile  ford  a  river  50*  broad,  approaches  difficult 
Pass  Dezih  and  Sang  Saffd.    At  8  miles  rill  u?o 
of  Ismahnl.    Valley  here  7  miles  broad.    Cn>« 
richly  cultivated  country.    Ali  Gudar  is  a  large  pro*perou* 
village,  a  great  mart  for  the  Lure  and  Bakhtiaris,  who  camp  in  the  vicinity  from  June  to 
October. 


I    This  part  of  the  road  presents  no  difficulties. 
*  Major  Bell  did  not  march  over  it. 


6.  Dabbahd 
6.  Bahbamabap 

7.  B^Btf  JIBD 

It  is  much  used  by  Kafil&s  from  Isfahan  during  the  summer,  but  in  winter  is  impassably 
From  Ali  Gudar  there  are  two  or  three  difficult  paths  across  the  hills  to  Shtistar,  whic'i 

are  only  made  use  of  by  the  Lure.     For  some  account  of  these  paths,  and  for  a  more  detailed 

account  of  the  above  route,  vide  Major  Bell's  report. 


••• 

18 

86 

•  •• 

16 

102 

... 

27 

129 

j 


Boute  No.  144. 

GULFAIGAJf  TO  ISFAHAN,  Vtd  KhONsXr  AMD  IMAMZADA  ISHltllL. 

Authority.— "Major  Bell. 


Datura,  or  nui 

Description,**. 

Stag*  or  halting  plaoa. 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

L  Kh6h8ab            ... 
2.  MUjc-Disht      ob 

D6af-!-KAJCAB. 

18 
15 

••• 

83 

fFWd  Route  143. 

187 

Routb  No.  144— contd. 
Qulfaigdn  to  Isfahan,  vii  Khdnsdr  and  Imamz&dd  Ishmdil — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  placa. 


Dzsiajtoi,  or  milm. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  to. 


3.  AkhosX  BIlX 


15 


48 


A  village  contaiuiog  about  2,000  inhabitants, 
whence  there  is  a  summer  route  to  Dizful  vid 
Baziift.    This  route  is  said  to  be  11  stages  or 
47  farsakhs.    Pasture  and  firewood  are  plentiful 
along  it,  but  there  are  no  villages,  and  the  road  is  almost  impracticable  for  troops. 


4.  KntioiK 

6.  IuImzida 

IshmJLil. 


6,  ChIdaqCw 

7.  &n.?txi 

8.  NlJAFABAD 

9.  htkUAJS 


*  •  • 

19 

67 

17 

84 

•  *• 

17 

101 

•  •• 

24 

125 

%•• 

29 

154 

■  a. 

17 

171 

A  small  village. 

A  Bakhtiari  village  in  a  well  cultivated  though 
treeless  valley.  From  here  Ali-Kuh  on  the 
Isfahan-Shustar  road  can  be  reached  in  two  stages 
(\6farsakhs).  The  road  to  Isfahan  lies  along 
the  left  bank  of  the  Zafndarud. 

A  large  village,  the  head-quarters  of  an  nn- 
mobilized  infantry  regiment. 

A  small  village.  The  Zafndarud  goes  off  to 
the  south  before  reaching  this  point. 

A  largish  village,  with  a  good  bazaar. 


Through  a  richly  cultivated  plain.    The  routs 

taken  by  Major   Bell    through  Khonsar    and 

Im'tmzada  Ishmdil  is  of  no  importance,  except 

perhaps  the  bit  between  the  latter  place  and 

Isfahan.    The  rest  of  the  road  is 'merely  a  mule  track,  skirting  the  Bakhtiari  hills. 

The  route  has  been  entered  as  the  stages  taken  may  be  useful  to  future  travellers  in  these 
parts.    Full  details  will  be  found  in  Major  Bell's  report. 


Authority.*- Stack. 


0tagt  or  halting  plact. 


1.  Kaid6 


Route  No.  145. 

Gulfaigan  to  KtjM, 


DiaiAircs,  nr  milib. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ao. 


15 


••• 


The  N.E.  end  of  the  plain  of  Gulfaigan  is 
thick  with  villages  and  trees.  Passing  through 
this  populous  tract,  the  road  enters  the  rocky 
river  defile ;  twice  crosses  the  stream,  and  then 
ascends  the  rooky  heights  on  the  right  bank  by  a  bad  aud  broken  road.  After  a  timo 
it  descends  to  the  plain  of  Kamara  through  rounded  hills.  Kaidu  is  a  small  village. 
Water  brackish. 


188 


Boutb  No,  145 — contrf. 
Gulfaigdn  to  Kim — contd. 


8Uf  •  or  baiting  place. 


DlflTAJCOI,  II»  KILB8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  £o. 


2.  MAHALLAT 


3.  Khubha 


••• 


4.  DaulatabId 


6.   DiOHiNAX 


19 


15 


13 


21 


34 


49 


62 


83 


Cross  the  Kamari  plain  and  leave  it  by  a  defile ; 
emerge  from  this  on  an  arid  valley,  with  a  deep 
narrow  nullah  down  its  centre.  Mahallat  stands 
in  a  fertile  bay  of  this  valley.  Good  water 
from  springs. 

Cross  the  mountain  ri  Ige  above  Mahallat  bv  a 
small  steep  kotal ;  then  descend  through  a  valley, 
widening  into  rounded  hills,  and  finally  crews  a 
low  saddle  back  to  Khurha.    Water  from  a  kandt. 

Down  a  long  stony  plain,  with  low  hills  on 
enoh  side.  Direction  N.  Kcjoin  the  river  at 
O.mlatdbad,  which  is  a  small  village  with  a  few 
fields.    Water  from  the  river. 


Down  the  left  bank.    Pass  Naizar,  a  village  on 

the   opposite  bank;  cross  by  a  stone  bridg?; 

then  over  a  ridge,  and  again  down  to  the  river, 

passing   two    village  forts ;   also  Kala-i-Chain. 

Then  over  another  range  of  hills,  with  a  long  descent  to  Dagh&nak. 


6.  Kfju 


••• 


12 


95 


The  road  runs  parallel  to  the  river  which  lies 
on  the  left  hand,  traverses  a  stony  plain  with 
patches  of  cultivation.  At  9  miles  crosses  aU 
ririgi*,  and  enters  Kum  by  a  good  stone  bridge. 
Kuiu  is  a  telegraph  station. 


GUSHT. 

A  strong  fort,  in  good  repair,  situated  on  the  Seemich  plain  in  Sarhadd  district 
of  Persian  Baluchistan. 


Route  No.  145a. 

GUSHT  TO  Wa*9HT. 


Authority.— JENNINGS. 


DiKAYca,  nr  KO.it. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  6c. 

1.  Xf.i-AjohIw     ••• 

14 

••• 

The  road  for  the  whole  way  rant  up  the  Set* 
mich  plain,  the  river-bed  being  on  the  lrft ;  up 
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Route  No.  14-5  {a) — contd. 
(iHsht  to  Wdihl — contd. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Disriircx,  in  milib. 


Description,  Ac. 


to  mile  6  the  plain  is  stony  ;  from  mile  6  to  mile  14  the  plain  is  less  stony,  and  the  soil  it 
claj,  the  latter  being  partially  covered  with  small  stones. 

At  Af-i-Afghan  is  the  head  of  the  Seeraica  river,  and  here  is  the  watershed  dividing 
t!n»  *v»emieh  drianage  system,  flowing  S.  E.,  vid  Dizzak  and  Kuhak,  and  the  head  of  the 
(tuzzd  Nulla  (called  here  Gad  Piisht),  flowing  N.  W.,  and  eventually  due  N.  vid  Gnzzti, 
wiicnce  it  changes  its  name  to  the  Talab   river  and  flows    N.  K.  and   E.  to   the    Mashkid 


rver. 


The  Seemich  river  is  called  ,the  Mashlcid  river  at,  and  after  it  passess,  Dizzak,  until  it 
diuppears  in  the  desert.     At  Af-i- Afghan  Sarhadd  proper  begins. 

The  plain  here  between  the  Sianeh  Kuh  (latter  here  called  Mur  Pfsh)  and  the  Mianeh 
Kuh  is  about  3  miles  wide  ;  water  abundant,  but  somewhat  brackish  ;  it  corals  from  springs 
an  i  flows  into  a  natural  tank  ;  grass  and  wood  are  in  plenty  down  the  Seemich  river-bed,  also 
gming  abundant  ;  no  village  or  cultivation  here.  Road  all  the  way  excellent  and  available 
for  guns.    General  direction  W.  N.  W. 


2.  BrziN 


••• 


15 


direction  W.  N.  W. 


29 


The  road  runs  over  an  open  plain,  part  of  the 
Sarhadd  plateau,  the  descent  being  very  gentle 
to  Huzin  at  mile  15  ;  here  water  exists  in  the 
Gad  Pus  lit  Nulla  and  is  good  and  said  to  be 
always  plentiful ;  grass  and  wood  also  ;  grazing 
abundant ;   no  villago   or  cultivation.     General 


3.  BasIf  ...  12  41        At  m\h  4  a  road  branches  off  to   the  left  nnd 

goes  via  the  Hindi^in  Nulla,  the  Karwanda 
river,  D'uniu  ami  Pahura  to  Bampiir,  said  to 
be  barely  practicable  for  laden  animals.  At 
mile  6j  a  road  branches  off  to  the  right 
to  Guzzii,  running  over  an  open  plain.  At 
mile  8$  the  roxd  crosses  the  Gad  Pusht  Nulla, 
here  dry,  and  a  gentle  ascent  begins,  which 
c«  n*inues,  until  Barab,  at  mile  12,  is  reached,  dp  to  mile  8£  the  road  descended  gradually  ; 
r>>il  excellent,  the  whole  way  running  over  an  open  plain  of  clay  and  small  stones  and 
aniUhle  for  guns.  Hero  good  and  sweet  water  in  plenty  from  a  karez,  grazing  and  wood 
ivmuant ;  no  grass  in  immediate  vicinity  ;  no  village  or  cultivation  here.  General  direction 
W.  X.  If. 


4.  Wash?  ...  20  61       The  road  ascends  gently  for  4  miles  over  an 

open  plain,  alternately  stony  and  clay  ;  from 
mile  4  to  mile  10  the  road  descends  gently  over  a 
clay  plain  ;  here  is  a  w«»ll  with  perennial  sweet 
wat<jr,  called  Chdh-i-Banki  ;  grass  exists  here 
sufficient  for,  say,  2  cavalry  regiments,  but  not 

abundant ;  wood  and  grazing  plentiful. 

rp  to  mile  12  the  road  continues  to  descend  ;  here  the  drainage  from  front,  rear,  and  left 
flowi  to  the  right  to  Guzzii  Nulla  ;  a  gentle  ascent,  which  continues  to  Washt,  now  com* 
to  races. 
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Route  No.  145  (a) — con  id. 
Guiht  to  fTdsht— could. 


DiiTxjrcs,  nr  wus. 
Btrpr  *r  halting  place.  Description,  Ac. 


At  mile  10,  to  loft  of  road,  is  the  head  of  an  excellent  karez  in  good  repair;  lat tor 
flows  to  Washt.  At  mile  1*  is  the  head  of  another  good  karez,  flowing  likewise  to 
Washt,  both  used  for  irrigation  purposes.  At  mile  20  is  Washt  fort,  the  capital  of 
Sarhadd. 

Road  excellent  the  whole  way  and  available  for  gnns.  The  inhabitants  of  Washt  do  no* 
live  within  the  fort,  but  reside  in  ghedans  outside  ;  inhabitants  Kurds,  1«J0  familie*  ;  villa i;.' 
owns  2,000  shocp ;  there  are  three  karezes,  containing  plenty  of  sweet,  pood  water.  A 
considerable  amount  of  cultivation  exists,  and  a  certain  amount  of  supplies  are  obtain, il.'  . 
o-rass  exists  in  abundance  and  grazing;  wood  ha*  to  be  brought  from  a  di*ta*ice  of  3  or  4 
miles,  i.e.,  from  the  Panj  Angiibht  Kuh  to  the  S.  W. 


HAMADAN. 

Lat.  34°  48'  0"  ;  Long.  48°  16'  (f. 

A   town  in  Irak   Ajami,    180   miles   S.   TV.  of  Tihrin.    The    bazaars  of 
Hamadan  are  very  beautiful  and  spacious,  and  always  crowded.     Numerous 
caravansarais  are  close  at  hand;   there  are  also  many  mosques  and  publ io 
baths.     This  town  is  of  great  commercial  importance,  and  has  a  population 
of  50,000  souls.     Its  manufactures  in  copper  are  in  repute.     The  vicinity  <  f 
Hamadan  to  the  mountains  of  Elvand  is  an   advantage,  on   account  of  tie 
numerous  fresh  and  cool  streams  which  temper  the  heats  of  summer ;  but  ii 
has  also  a  disadvantage,  for  the  summits  of  this  range  constantly  attrart  a 
dense  mass  of  clouds,  which  prevents  the  air  from  circulating  freely  in  the 
town,  where  the  atmosphere   is   heavy  and  unhealthy.     The  plain  which 
surrounds  this  town  is  covered  with  villages,  the  cultivation  good,  and  cheap- 
ness and  abundance  are  the  result.    The  population  of  the  province  of  llama- 
dan  may  be  divided  into  three  distinct  classes— military,  religious,  and  mixttl. 
The  first  consists  of  the  tribe  Kara-gazlu,  one  of  the   bravest  and  most  war. 
like  in  Persia,  and  a  branch  of  that  of  Sham-lu,  which  was   brought  from 
Syria,  in  Media,  by  Timiirlang;  this  class  is  more  numerous  than  the  other 
two.    The  second  is  composed  of  an  infinity  of  Syads  and  Alulas,  who  seem 
to  have  a  marked  predilection  for  this  province,  most  of  the  villages  last 
which  have  been  given  to  them  in  fief  by  the  Government.    The  third  class, 
the  smallest,  consists  of  merchants,  tradesmen,  workmen,  and  agricultural 
labourers.    Though  quite  an  exceptional  case  in  Persia,  the  Shah  has  ap- 
pointed a  separate  officer  wover  each  of  these  classes,  fearing  to  put  too  much 
power  in  the  hands  of  one  person  by  entrusting  to  him  all  three.    The 
principal  manufacture  of  Hamadan  is  a  particular  sort  of  felt  carpet.    It  is 
also  famous  for  its  leather,  of  which  the  inhabitants  cure  larjre  quantities 
for  the  coverings  of  trunks,  saddles,  bindings  of  tents,  &c.     The  produc*  of 
the  district  contests  chiefly  of  grapes.     Caravans  go  every  month  to  Sail- 
mania  from  Hamadan,  and  occasionally  to  Panjwin. 
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Route  No.  146. 
HamadIn  to  BtJEtjJiRD,  vid  DatjlatXbXd. 
Authority.— Schindlbr. 


Stag*  of  halting  place. 


Dnturci,  nr  milks. 


Intense* 
diate. 


Description,  Jfce. 


1.  DaulatIbAd 

SaXG-i-SHfB 

(Lion  bock). 


2| 

i 
i 

2 
2i 

2* 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


8* 

3i 
3i 


••• 


34i 


Starting  from  telegraph  ttation. 

Keshi  stream. 

Single-arch  bridge  over  Jalp&n  stream. 

Jalp&n,  village  of  100  bouses. 

'  Single-arch  bridges. 

Kiahlak,  village  of  7  houses,  7,684  feet. 
Summit  of  pass,  8,060  feet. 

■ 

Manga vi,  village  of  40  houses,  6,904  feet. 
Road  then  passes  villages  Deh-i-Nau,  Tasbandi 
(post-house),  Chasmab-paran,  Kandelan,  Azeu- 
derian. 

Z&ghe  Pass. 

Lesser  Nanaj  Pass. 

Greater  Nanaj  Pass. 

Ridge. 


Telegraph  station  at  Paulat&bad.  Daulatabad 
is  the  residence  of  a  Governor.  The  town  con- 
tains 4,500  inhabitants,  including  10  families  of 
Jews.  There  are  6  caravansarais,  5  mosques,  4 
public  baths,  3  coffee  bouses  and  250  shops.  Daulatabad  was  only  built  at  the  beginning  of 
this  century.  The  surrounding  plain  is  principally  watered  by  the  Kulan  stream,  which 
receires  the  Nihawand  stream  N.  W.  of  that  place,  and  forms  with  it  the  Gamsu.  The 
in  corn  amounted  in  1877  to  38,820  lbs. 

Pass  through    villages   Isn&v,    Namish,  and 
Maiabad ;  pass  also  Bijanabad  off  road. 

Village  of  Jurab,  with  ruins  on  mound. 

Village  Merwfl  on  the  Kam&zan    stream,  over 
which  a  little  bridge ;  pass  village  Kala  Khalff ah. 

Peiban,  large  village,  with  bridge  over  Xdlin. 


2.  BArf/IBD 


••• 

•  •• 

6J 

•  •• 

*} 

•  •• 

2* 

•  •» 
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Route  No.  146 — tonid. 
Hamaddn  to  Burijird,  vift  Daulaldbdd—contd. 


8t*jr#  or  halttaff  plica. 


DlBTAjrci,  IS  MILU. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1    1 

■  •• 

6 

•  •• 

4 

•  •■ 

6* 

•  •• 

4> 

•  •• 

k 

66? 

Enter  mountains,  6,436'. 

Mi  jane,  fine  village  with  20  houses,  7,396'  ; 
beyond,  a  ridge,  7,776'.  Pass  village  of  K&U 
Kazim. 

Gushakl,  little  Tillage.  Pass  village  Kala 
Karain. 

First  view  of  Burujird. 

Town -gate. 

Government  offices  and  telegraph. 


Route  No.  147. 

Hamadan  to  Sultaniah. 


J  nth  ority — M  or  i  kr. 


8teff«  or  baltinff  placa. 


1.  MuhIjirIn 


2.  Kab6ta*  ahako... 


3.  Kala  Jooh 

4.  Gav-SaVab 


5.  CbibueOolu 

6.  Jabrin 

7.  ScltIhiX 


••• 


DlBTAXCB, 

nr  vilss. 

Interme- 
diate. 

ToteL 

Description,  &e. 

••• 

••• 

The  road  lies  through  a  highly  cultivated  and 
thickly  populated  country.  At  2  miles  eruss  a 
considerable  stream. 

... 

•■• 

This  village  is  in  a  rich  district.  Fuel  very 
scarce. 

... 

... 

The  road  traverses  a  flat  country. 

••• 

.  •• 

The  road  lies  through  a  well  cultivated  coun- 
try.   Any  amount  of  supplies  procurable. 

••• 

... 

••• 

... 

A  place  on  the  Tihran-Tabrit  road. 

hArCnAbAd. 

Lat.  34*  6'  <T ;  Long.  46°  32'  0\ 

A  village  in  Karmdnshah,  36  miles   8.   W.   of  that  town, 
about  60  houses  and  a  caravansarai. 


It  consists  of 
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Route  No.  148. 

HXriJnXbad  to  Gahwaba. 


Authority. — MaeOregor. 


Btagt  or  htltiat;  place. 


Dxsiavci,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description*  fte. 


L  GahwIbX 


••• 


Five  and-a-half  hoars  N.  W.  and  N. 
The  road  follows  that  to  Karind  for  15 
minutes;  it  then  leaves  it  to  the  left  and 
ascends  N.  W.,  becoming  very  winding  and 
8tony,overa  high  range  to  the  village  of  Bireyeh 
Kasun  in  four  hours.    It  then  descends  to  the 

Zemkan  river  in  30  seconds,  and  follows  its  left  bank  to  Gahwara  in  three-quarters  of  an 

hour  more. 


HASAN  KULI. 

Lat.  37°  22'  0" ;  Long.  54°  Of  0'. 

A  settlement  of   Ogarjali  Turkmans  on  the  north  shore  of    the    Atrak 
estuary,  8  miles  S.  of  Chikishliar. 


Route  No.  149. 
Hasan  Kuli  to  KXra  Kala. 


Staff  or  aatti&f  plaet. 


DiffCjjrcB,  xi-  xuu. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &o. 


1.  But-i-Hiii 


2,  ChIt  ob    ChIt-i- 
Atbak. 

1  CEiT-I-OHAVDfs... 


t  JUbIKax* 


48 


48 


40 


28 


40 


88 


116 


156 


From  Hasan  Kuli  to  the  Atrak  pastures,  8 
miles.  Thence  along  river  bank  to  Bait-i-Hnji. 
(Pasture.) 

Along  bank  of  river  to  junction  of  the  Garma* 
khan,  the  main  tributary,  with  those  from  the  N. 

Along  the  banks  of  the  Chandfr,  or  N. 
tributary,  to  the  junction  of  the  two  main 
branches  from  the  Atak  range,  Ab-i-Sunt,  and  the 
Chandir,  rising  in  a  plateau  known  as  Chink- 
Olang. 


N.  of  the  Chat-i-Chandfr  is  the  Sundagh,  a  range 
of  hills  said  to  have  many  springs  and  fine  pas- 
tures. Its  spurs  reach  to  the  banks  of  the  river. 
Thence  following  the  Ab-i-Sunt  tributary,  flowing 

through  open  plateau  for  32  miles,  turn  off  north  to  Kara  Kala,  up  a  steep  ascent,  over  spurs* 

of  the  Sunt  Sur  mountain* 
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HINDlAN. 

Lat.  30P  14'  0*;  Long.  49°  42  <f. 

A  town  in  Khuzistaa  on  the  Tab  river,  35  miles  from  its  mouth.  The  town 
is  in  ruins  and  does  not  contain  more  than  500  inhabitants.  The  river  is 
navigable  from  the  sea  to  this  place  for  boats  of  small  burthen,  such  as  h*g» 
galoirs,  and  there  is  a  fair  amount  of  trade  by  this  route  with  Bihbahan  and 
the  plain  of  Ram  Hiirmaz. 


Route  No.  150. 

HindiIn  TO  SHfltAZ,  vid  Basht. 


Authority.— Telly. 


Stag*  or  halting  plaoo. 


Diravci.  nr  hubs. 


1.  Camp 

2.  Zaitun 

3.  SIah  P6shIn 


4.  DattlitAbad 

5.  Qhieh 


••• 


••• 


6.  D5gumbaz1x 

7.  Takg-x-NIsbk    ... 


8.  Basht 


9.  EXva-Alx -ThIb 

KhIv. 

10.  Tbleotj*  Eivib 
1L.  KalaSafId 


12.  NUBlBlD 

19.  Kala  SXdat 


••• 


Interme- 
diate. 


22 


12 


16 


16 


••• 


••• 


Total. 


••• 


36 


••■ 


••• 


••• 


Description,  ko. 


Cross  some  low  mountains  by  a  sandj  road. 


Bihbahan  is  close  to  this. 

Cross  the  Ghi'eh  Pass.  The  road  is  difficult,  hot 
fairly  practicable  for  guns, and,  it  is  said,  ftlittl* 
labour  could  make  it  perfectly  so. 

The  road  goes  along  a  plain. 

The  road  goes  along  a  plain  to  the  defile  of 

Tang-i-Narek. 

The  road  is  not  practicable  for  guns,  which 
would   have    to  go  round  by  a  mountain  to 

theN. 

This  is  near  Sar-i-ab  Siah  and  the  mouth  of  ths 
defile  Tang-i-Thir. 


The  road  goes  by  the  valley  of  Tang-i-Chakun. 
Soon  after  leaving  Nut  Abad,  the  road  cro«*»«  that 
from  Shiriz  to  thoChab  country  and  Khuzi^&c, 
and  enter*  the  valley  of  the  Telegun  river.  T'  ■"» 
runs  along  a  very  fruitful  plain  for  10  mile*  S.,  and  then  it  cnt»  r*  a  valley  running  W.S.W. 
Leaving  this  valley,  some  rocky  heights,  extending  about  2  mile*,  are  crossed,  and  the  r  ad 
then  passes  between  rocky  mountain*  about  4  miles  apart  and  over  a  stony  plain  for  10 
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Route  No.  150 — contd. 
Hindidn  to  Skirdz>  vift  Batht — contd. 


Slice  or  halting  place. 


DisT-urc*.  or  xix.se. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


mita  S.  The  road  then  enters  a  valley,  and  continues  in  it  for  8  miles  along  the  right  hank 
of  the  Birer  Sh&hpur,  which  it  crosses  to  the  left  near  the  ruins  4  miles  beyond,  on  which  it 
comes  oq  to  the  main  Shiraz  and  Bushahr  road  near  the  Tang-i-Turku.  Thence  vid  Route 
No.  107.  f 


ISPAHAN.  -      • 

Lat  32°  39'  34"  ;  Long,  51°  44'  37". 

The  largest  city  of  the  Persian  Empire,  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Zaindarud  river  in  the  district  of  the  same  name,  in  the  midst  of  an  exten- 
sive plain  of  about  75  miles  from  E.  to  W.  and  20  miles  from  N.  to  S.,  en- 
closed by  a  range  of  mountains  presenting  a  singularly  serrated  outline,  ami 
Wfll  watered  by  the  tortuous  Zaindarud.  It  was  formerly  surrounded  by  a 
wall  £4*  miles  in  circumference,  but  this  was  destroyed  by  the  Afghans, 
and  now  scarcely  a  vestige  of  it  remains.  The  city  has  10  gates.  All 
these  gateways  are  made  of  mud,  have  no  outworks  to  defend  them,  and 
ar*  only  secured  by  clumsy  folding  doors. 

The  city  is  divided  into  22  quarters.  The  streets  are  narrow,  dirty,  and 
mean ;  not  less  than  a  quarter  of  the  city  is  in  ruins.  Houses,  bazaars,  mos- 
ques, palaces,  are  to  be  seen  in  total  abandonment.  In  the  streets  nothing 
of  the  houses  is  to  be  6een,  all  that  is  visible  being  a  uniform  dead  wall. 
The  houses  are  generally  only  one  story  in  height,  but  are  composed  of  so 
many  compartments  that  even  the  meanest  of  them  occupy  a  considerable 
area.    They  are  built  either  of  earth  or  brick. 

The  bazaars  are  very  extensive,  and  it  is  possible  to  walk  under  cover  in 
them  for  2  or  3  miles  together.  The  bazaars  are  all  laid  out  on  nearly  the 
same  plan  as  those  of  Constantinople.  In  them  the  confluence  of  people  is 
certainly  great.  Among  all  the  principal  buildings  in  Isfahan,  the  college 
called  Sultan  Husain  is  remarkable.  The  palaces  of  the  king  are  enclosed 
in  a  fort  of  lofty  walls,  which  may  have  a  circumference  of  o1  miles.  The 
palace  of  Chihil  Satun  is  situated  in  the  middle  of  an  immense  square, 
which  is  intersected  by  various  canals  and  planted  in  different  directions 
with  the  beautiful  chandr  tree.  In  front  is  an  extensive  basin  of  water. 
Adjoining  it  is  the  modern  palace  called  Patehabad,  built  for  Fateh  All 
Shah.  The  Masjid-i-Shah  is  still  a  noble  building.  The  population  of 
Isfahan  is  about  200,000.  The  inhabitants  have  by  no  means  lost  their 
manufacturing'  industry.  All  kinds  of  woven  fabrics,  from  the  most  ex- 
pensive velvet  and  satin  to  the  coarsest  nankin  and  calico,  are  manufac- 
tured ;  besides  which  many  hands  are  employed  in  making  gold  and  silver 
trinkets,  paper  and  paper  boxes,  ornamented  book  covers,  guns,  pistols, 
sword-blades,  ^lass  and  earthenware.  The  swoetmeat  shops,  too,  are  a 
remarkable  feature  in  this  city  ;  these  are  very  numerous,  and  the  consump- 
tion almost  incredible.    The  water-supply  of  Isfahan  is  excellent,  coming,  a* 
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it  does,  by  numerous  canals  from  the  Zaindariid.  With  regard  to  supplies 
it  is  certain  that  Isfahan  could  subsist  a  very  large  force.  Isfahan  is  the 
emporium  of  a  arge  trade  coming  from  India,  Turkey,  and  Afghanistan. 

Regarding  the  several  routes  between  Isfah&n  and  the  sea,  Captain  Well's 
memorandum  is  worthy  of  attention,  and  is  therefore  given  in  the  appendix. 


Route  No.  151. 

ISFAHAN  TO  BlHBAHAN,  Vtd  THE  KtJHGEHLtj  HILLS. 

Authority. — Bell. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DmurcB,  nr  xilu. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


2.  BiGH-1-WXoi.BUir 


1.  BXgh-i-WIhash...  17         ...  Through  gardens  and  cultivation  along  the  valley 

of  the  Zaindardd.  At  10  miles  cross  tne  river  at 
Wargun  by  a  bridge,  160  yards  long  and  12  wide. 
Then  along  the  left  bank  through  luxuriant  culti- 
vation, passing  villages  of  Garmsir,  Khair&b&d,  Jaf rai,  and  Karuwai.  Bagh-i-Wahasb  is  a 
village  of  about  600  persons. 

19  36       Over  an  uncultivated  stony  plain  for  3  or  4 

miles ;  then  over  the  Gardan-i-R£s  or  Gao-i-pisar. 
the  last  hundred  feet  being  very  difficult.  The 
summit  is  b£fitf  above  the  sea.  This  rang? 
separates  the  districts  of  Upper  and  Lower  Zanjiin.  Road  descends  gently  to  valley  of 
Z&indarud.  Pass  B&wash-i-Ithali,  B&gun  Challeh,  Nangarun,  Malikabad,  Ac.  The  river, 
which  is  here  about  60  yards  wide  and  8  feet  deep,  is  crossed  by  a  ferry.  The  village  of 
Bagh-i-Wagarun  on  the  other  side  (right  bank)  contains  about  300  houses.  Much  cultivation 
around.    In  flood  the  river  here  is  about  700  yards  broad. 

3.  DlH-I-KtJBD 


24 


60 


Leave  the  valley  of  the  Ziindardd  and  aferod 
gently  to  the  Gardan-i-Rukh,  pausing  Ksla 
Alloibi.  The  ascent  of  the  Gardan  is  steep  and 
strewn  with  boulders.  The  descent  somewhat 
better.  Traverse  an  elevated  narrow  valley,  from  which  a  road  goes  off  half  left  to  Kahi  -i- 
Itukh  and  Ardal.  The  road,  which  is  now  good,  at  the  18th  mile  descends  into  a  well  cultivated 
valley,  which  it  follows  to  Dih-i-Kiird,  a  large  village  of  2,000  houses  in  the  Chahar- Mahal. 


4.  KiUBfrt 


••• 


20 


80 


Down  a  cultivated  valley,  passing  villages  of 
Charak,  Ahmadabad,  Taganak,  Sirak.  and  Shams- 
abdd.  At  16  miles  pass  through  the  Tangt*Kba- 
rejf,  300  yards  wide ;  then  by  a  bridge  200'  long 

across  a  river  and  into  Khare'jf  (elevation  6,0U)'),  a  small  village  11  fartakks  from  Chagha- 

khtir,  the  Bakhti&ri  capital. 

Cross  the  river  by  a  rough  bridge  of  logs  and 
boulders.  The  road  now  leaves  the  stream.  At 
4  miles  Shalamzar  village,  after  which  ascend 
to  the  Gardan-i-Zara,  2,600',  above  Sbalamtar. 
The  ascent  is  steep  and  the  desccut  narrow.  The  rest  of  the  road  is  comparatively  ea#T. 
Ardal  is  a  small  village  in  which  the  Bakhtiari  Chief  dwells  during  the  month  of  May.  Frum 
Ardal  there  are  roads  to  Shdstarrm  Mai  Amir  (vide  Route  No.  100)  and  Bezuft.  The  latter 
passes  over  greater  elevations  and  is  more  difficult,  but  it  avoids  the  passage  of  the  K4rdn. 


6.  AbdXl 


••• 


22 


102 


6.  Talibac 


••• 


22 


124 


Back  along  the  road  traversed  on  the  previous 
stage  for  about  9  miles ;  then  8.  of  the  Alboliki 
lake  to  Chag&klrar,  the  Bakhti&ri  capital,  which  b 
19  fanakks  from  Isfahan  by  toe  direct  road 
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Routs  No.  151— *0»tfd. 
Isfahan  to  Bihbahdn,  vi&  the  KuhgehU  M/*— contd. 


Staff  or  hatting  plaee. 


Ditiurci,  ZH  MIL18. 


Interne- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description*  &«. 


(4  stapes).  In  fact  the  route  followed  above  would  onlv  be  taken  if  it  were  an  object  to  go 
to  Aroal.  The  direct  route  to  Bihbah&n  is  by  Chagakhur.  Passing  Sanchi,  Talibao  is  7  mites 
bejond  Chag&khdr.    Talibac  is  a  poor  village  in  a  well  cultivated  valley. 


7.  MaxdjtgIh 


••• 


grassy  plain  about  6  miles  wide. 


22 


146 


Up  a  steep  incline  by  a  zig-zag  and  then  down 
into  a  valley  fronting  the    Kuh-i-Sabz.    Over 
undulating  open  ground,  and  then  through  a  very 
narrow  ravine  to  the  MaidAn-i-Gandaman,  a  fine 
At  the  17  th  mile  ford  a  stream  20'  wide  flowing  out  of  the 
Itag'i^Wajtagtin,  a  narrow  gorge  on  the  right  Mardjigan  is  a  small  Lux  village  7,000'  above 
the; 


8.  Ail     ob 
Miszi. 


KnAxl 


26 


172 


The  road  gradually  ascends  by  a  somewhat  steep 
and  stony  track  to  8,520'  above  sea.  It  then 
descends  and  enters  a  narrow  ravine  about  30' 
wide.  After  a  mile  or  two  of  this,  ascend  up  the 
richt  side  of  the  ravine  ;  then  descend  into  the  side  pasture  land  of  the  Chashmah  Sain  Ali. 
Water  plentiful.  A  mile  beyond  descend  by  a  steep  incline  to  the  Gird-i-Bisher  valley,  down 
which  is  a  good  path  on  the  left  bank  of  the  stream  which  waters  it,  and  over  150'  above  it 
The  valley  is  about  a  mile  wide.  Cross  a  ridge  by  a  steop  path  to  avoid  the  Tang-i-Dusabf  1,  the 
gorge  through  which  the  stream  flows,  and  cross  a  stream  which  joins  the  former  one  by  a 
bridge  220'  and  12'  wide,  known  as  the  Pul-i-Kharabust  (elevation  5,900').  The  path  now 
ascends  in  a  westerly  direction ;  the  road  is  a  good  one,  12'  wide,  but  very  steep  in  places.  The 
hills  become  steep  and  rocky ;  the  valley,  narrow  and  deep.  At  23  miles  descend  into  a  valley 
sod  march  up  it ;  then  over  a  saddle  and  into  a  basin  15  miles  long.  The  descent  is  short,  but 
fteep  aod  rocky ;  the  pasture  here  is  poor,  as  also  the  village  of  Ali  (6,300').  From  Ali  there 
is  a  tolerably  easy  road  to  Shustar  through  Lurdigan. 

Ascend  gently,  passing  the  villages  of  Mdlla 
and  Afghan  on  the  right.  At  7  miles  cross  the 
Gardan-i-Durman  (7,056').  The  neck  is  400 yards 
wide  and  grassy.  Descend  gently,  passing  Falat, 
2  miles  distant,  to  the  right.  Leave  the  valley  at  12  miles  and  ascend  the  hills  on  east  by  a 
large  steep  incline,  summit  7,900' ;  then  over  an  undulating,  well  watered  country  into  a  grassy 
village,  1  mile  wide.  At  19  miles  ascend  a  deep  and  stony  ravine,  traverse  a  grassy  plateau, 
and  descend  to  an  encamping  ground  below  the  Kuh-i-Bassaki  (7,8500.  Distance  to  Falat,  2 
fartakkt ;  to  Simarun,  6  farsakhs.  From  Falat  a  road  goes  to  Shfraz,  eight  stages  or  160 
miles.  From  here  there  is  a  direct  road  to  Isfahan  vid  Nakneh,  Takoun,  and  JCumishah,  which 
b  said  to  be  good.    Also  one  vid  Simarun.    In  either  case  three  stages  to  Kumishah. 


&  BiBSAEJ 


••• 
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10.  Kfri 


24 


220 


Descend  a  grassy  valley  leading  to  the  ITuh-i- 
Dinar.  At  8  or  9  miles  pass  village  of  Btidabad ; 
2  miles  beyond  ford  a  small  stream ;  and  then 
the  Malburr  river,  150'  wide  and  3'  deep,  very 
dangerous  ford*  Up  a  ravine  to  Siwar.  At  16  miles  reach  the  cultivated  plateau  and  village 
of  Numdagun.  Soon  after  commence  the  ascent ;  the  summit  8>400'  is  reached,  at  22  miles. 
Descend  to  Kink,  7,200'. 


1L  Si&ashy 


••• 


24 


244 


Descend  the  Kind  valley  for  1}  miles  and  enter 

the  Tang-i-Xhafr,  a  narrow,   steep  and  stony 

ravine.    Khafr  is  a  small  village  at  the  head  of  a 

deep  valley  under  the  Kuh-i-Dinar,  A  good  mule 

road  leads  from  here  to  SMraz.    From  here  there  is  a  direct  footpath  over  the  Gardan-i-Shinakh 
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Route  No.  151 — contd. 
Isfahan  to  Bihbahdn,  vi&  the  Kihgehlu  hills — contd 


Stags  or  halting  place. 


DlRAVOK,  IV  MILI9. 


Interna  t- 
dlate. 


Total. 


Description,  &e. 


to  Sisakht ;  bat  mules  must  follow  that  described  below,  which  winds  gradually  up  the 
bill-side,  which  is  shabby.  The  steepest  part  is  just  below  the  Garden -i-Baz u it.  the 
highest  point  on  the  road  over  the  Kuh-i- Dinar,  10,H8O\  The  descent  is  steep  and  stony  along 
the  right  side  of  a  ravine.  Sisakht  is  a  reed  village  7,90(y  above  the  sea,  belonging  to  the 
Kiihgehlu. 


12.  Khubba 


(5,870').     Ford  where  t 


25 


269 


Down  the  well  wooded  Tang-i-Khakahin,  paral- 
lel to  the  Dina  hill  ;  then  over  an  undaf.it ing 
pasture  valley,  1  mile  broad.  At  7  miles  rwch 
Nurrah ;  then  descend  to  the  Ab-i-Derruh6n 
:he  river  runs  in  three  channels.  Up  stream  and  fi>rd  another  bnsnrh 
200'  wide.  These  two  arms  form  the  Ab-i-Khanim.  At  13  miles  small  village  of  Alibc'wz. 
Then  over  hill  and  dale,  the  tinder-features  of  the  Kuh-i- Dinar,  for  about  10  miles,  when  enter 
the  undulating  valley  which  leads  to  Khurra.  The  whole  of  this  day's  march  may  be  consi- 
dered easy.     Khurra  is  a  Kuhgehlu  encampment. 


13.  SaIdat 


••• 


18 


287 


Out  of  the  valley  and  over  a  ridge  by  a  *te*p 
and  difficult  path  into  another  valley ;  at  7  iniU** 
Chenar,  a  walled  enclosure  in  Wi'll  watered  ami 
cultivated  valley.  Then  up  the  Tang-i-Bunderah 
by  a  steep  path  and  into  the  cultivated  valley  of  Dast-i-ttokht.  At  13  miles  commence  the 
assent  of  the  (lardan-i-Chashmah  Duzar,  the  summit  of  which  is  9,570'.  Descend  the  other 
side  by  a  very  steep  and  slippery  path.  Saadat  is  a  half  ruined  village  (7,200')  in  a  fertile  and 
well  watered  valley. 


14.  Sxfab-i-Ab 


••• 


22 


809 


Over  hill  and  dale  to  the  Gardan-i-Mulla  (9,3501, 
the  descent  from  which  is  steep  and  difficult.  The 
path  now  (riz.,  at  10  miles)  runs  under  the  Dal* 
berangh  hill,  descends  a  narrow  ravine,  and  cross** 
a  neck  (5,970').  Some  attempts  at  road-making  have  been  made  about  here,  bat  the  ro<^t 
difficult  places  have  been  left  untouched.  Descend  into  the  Tang-i-Nali  by  a  rocky  staircase, 
almost  impassable  for  even  mules.  Descend  thcTang-i-NAli.  This  gorge  is  narrow  and  drcp, 
its  bed  covered  with  huge  boulders,  and  the  track  is  very  difficult.  Keach  at  22  miles  the 
cultivated  valley  of  Safar-i-Ab  (4,120')  with  its  small  village. 
This  stage  is  the  most  difficult  on  the  whole  road  from  Mahan. 


15.   DlH-Dl8HT 


••• 


23 


332 


By  gentle  gradients  into  and  along  the  valley. 
At  0  miles  cross  a  ah  allow  strenm ;  pass  a  ceme- 
tery, and  over  stony  hill -sides  to  the  Tang-U 
}  Nakhuda  ((ind- forsaken  ravine).  It  is  about  70 
yards  wide,  with  precipitous  cliffs  300'  high.  Its  bed  strewn  with  boulders.  The  path  croon* 
the  stieam  down  it  a  dozen  times.  After  4  or  5  miles  emerge  from  the  pass,  and  traverse  a 
comparatively  open  country  and  ascend  the  Kala  Pili  valley,  passing  several  masonrv  ruins. 
Kala  Pili  is  a  small  masonry  fort.  Over  a  grassy  plain  to  Imanizada  Dastgird,  a  small  rained 
town,  and  at  23  miles  reach  Dih-Dasht,  a  ruined  town  of  some  size,  2,850'  above  the 


16.  Ab-i*£uiub6n 


20 


352 


Descend  the  gently  sloping  plain  by  a  fair  bat 
narrow  path,  over  swampy  ground  in  places. 
At  8  miles  the  eountrv  become*  iviky  and  hilly, 
the  road  bad,  especially  at  the  G.itz  Dan* ax*/ a 
rocky  staircase.  Slippery  ascents  and  descents  all  the  way  to  the  Kumaiun  or  Ktirdi»t*Q 
river,  which  is  here  about  70  yards  wide  with  a  swift  current.  Banks  low  and  well  wooded. 
Good  pasture. 
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Route  No.  151— concld. 
Isfahan  to  Bikbahdn,  vift  the  Kuhgehlti  hilU— concld. 


ftaftef  halting  place. 


DlSTAJTCB,  IV  UtLMB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


17.  Bihbahin 


••• 


15 


367 


Dencription,  Ac. 


Descend  the  valley  on  its  left  bank.  At  4  miles 
enter  the  Tekab  Pass,  tbe  river  being  from  50  to 
100  feet  below.  The  road  is  very  slippery  and 
rocky.  At  its  southern  end  is  a  fountain.  At  8 
mile*  enter  the  Bihbah/in  plain.'  The  road  becomes  broad  and  good.  At  11  miles  pass 
village  of  Mansuirah.     For  an  account  of  Bihbahdn,  vide  that  heading. 


Route  No.  152. 

Isfahan  to  BtratfjiRD. 


Authority. — Schindler. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAJTCI,  IK  MILB8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUL 


Description,  Ac 


1.  XajafXbad 


17} 


17} 


General  direction  W.  Road  very  good.  Leav- 
ing the  Gardan  Hasht-i-Bihisbt,  the  Ham  ad  an 
Gate  is  reached,  after  1}  miles.  Beyond,  the 
road  passes  between  gardens  to  5}  miles,  where 
Mount  Atuhg&h  rises  100  feet  above  the  plain.  At  10 J  miles  the  village  of  Chersang.  Here 
a  fine  ckau*t4t  probably  dating  from  the  Saffavian  Monarchy  commences  and  goes  straight 
to  Najafabad.  Najafabad  is  entered  by  a  fine  avenue  of  plane  trees.  The  village  contains 
fereral  hundred  families,  is  well  supplied  with  water,  and  surrounded  by  numerous  gardens. 
The  Tfnin-Kerven  district  commences  here.  The  Kuh-i-Surme  range  lies  about  6  miles  to 
the  N.,  and  the  Kuh-i-Barzghelle  12  miles  to  the  S. 


2.  Yabfusht 


19} 


37} 


General  direction  N.W.  Road  good.  The 
fine  aveoue  extends  1}  miles  beyond  the  village, 
and  the  straight  chaussi  to  2}  miles.  Passing  the 
village  of  Hajiab&d,  the  little  village  of  Shahdan 
is  reached.  Here  the  southern  mountains  approach 
pretty  close,  the  northern  continuing  6  to  8  miles  distant.  The  little  village  of  Izzahad  is 
situated  in  a  small  barren  valley  off  the  left  of  the  road  which  ascends  steeply.  The 
village  of  Kohun,  which  is  reached  soon  after  this,  has  fine  gardens  and  plenty  of  water. 
Up  to  this  point  carriages  can  easily  be  employed  from  Isfahan;  but  now  the  road 
presents  a  few  difficult  places.  About  1}  miles  beyond  Kohtin,  constantly  through  extensive 
gardens  and  cultivation,  lies  the  town  of  Tfnin  or  Tirun-Kerven.  It  has  a  diameter  of 
about  1,200  paces,  and  contains  a  large  mosque  and  450  houses.  It  is  surrounded  with 
well  preserved  walls  flanked  by  towers.  There  are  several  gates.  From  Tfrun  the  road 
continually  ascends  past  fine  village  of  Jahjah  with  50  houses,  and  after  1}  miles  reaches 
Varpusht,  a  village  of  120  houses,  with  a  castle.  From  this  place  there  is  said  to  be 
a  guod  road  is  a  southerly  direction  to  Shuresh  jan  and  Chal-i-Shutar. 

General  direction  N.W.  Road  good.  The 
road  ascends  the  fertile  valley  of  the  Tfrun. 
This  is  bounded  on  the  N.  by  the  continuation 
of  the  Kuh-i-Surme,  called  Kuh-i-Muhammadi, 


3.  K6in-i.BiLi 


25} 


62} 
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Route  No.  152 — conid. 
h/ahdn  to  Bur&jird—contd. 


Stag*  cr  halting  place. 


Description,  Jk?. 


and  on  the  8.  by  the  Kumasun  range.  Opposite  Asgherdn,  on  the  slopes  of  Ktfh~i-Ahmed 
£6za,  there  is  a  little  building  over  a  spring.  The  mountains  enclosing  the  valley  on  the  W. 
now  close  in  ;  they  consist  of  two  walls  of  rooks,  and  are  called  Kdh-i-Dalan.  The  mountains 
to  the  E.  keep  4  to  6  miles  distant.  At  the  village  of  Kala-i-Nazr,  on  the  edge  of  the  plateau 
to  Kytz,  stands  a  ruined  castle,  constructed  of  large  sandstone  blocks,  on  a  conical  hill.  A 
few  miles  from  this  are  the  miserable  villages  of  Kurd-i-Pafo,  Kurd-i-Mf  in,  and  Kdrd-i- 
Bala,  inhabited  by  Armenians.  Opposite  the  lastnamed,  near  the  Tillage  of  Derebid,  is  the 
source  of  the  Tf  run  stream. 


4.  NfMAOifiD  .».  20}  [  83       General   direction  N.  W.  by  N.    Road    con- 

tinues ascending  for  4  miles  to  the  highest 
point  of  the  Kytz  plateau.  8,238'.  A  ear 
this  stands  the  ruined  caravantarai  of  Madar-i- 
Shah.  At  this  place  the  road  to  Khonsar  and  Gulfaigan  branches  off ;  it  leaves  Ddmbtinea 
to  the  left,  and  passes  between  the  Dar  Bala  and  Chak  Sari  mountains. 

The  streams  of  Faridan  all  run  S.  E.  The  little  village  of  Dombuneh  stands  at  the  ex- 
tremity  of  the  Dalan  range  on  the  boundary  between  the  Tfrun  and  Faridan  districts.  The 
first  village  of  Faridan  is  Ashgird ;  3  miles  further  comes  Darin,  with  the  residence  of  the 
governor  and  300  families.  2J  miles  beyond  that  again  the  Armenian  village  of  Xfmagird. 
The  fields  of  Faridan,  especially  those  of  the  Armenian  villages,  are  well  cultivated.  The 
Armenians  employ  high  two- wheeled  carts  for  transport;  the  others  pack-animals.  The 
Armenians  here  are  warlike  and  of  fine  physique,  differing  greatly  from  the  cringing 
specimens  encountered  in  other  parts  of  Persia.  A  few  miles  from  Nfmagird  is  th* 
village  of  Akh6ra-i-bala,  with  350  families,  who  are  now  all  Musulmans,  but  still  speak 
Georgian. 


6.  KhoigIk 


••• 


m 


1011 


General  direction  N.  W.  Road  good.  In 
order  to  visit  the  different  Armenian  villages,  I 
quitted  the  main  road  after  passing  between 
Ktih-i-Dizak  and  Ak-dash,  and  proceeded  up 
a  well-cultivated  valley  through  Milagird,  a  large  vilUge  of  100  families,  to  Shirishgdn,  a 
poor  village.  2  miles  from  Shirishgdn  is  "  Lower  Akh6r4,"  and  4  miles  above  it,  on  the 
same  stream,  "  Upper  Akhora."  On  the  left  of  the  Akh6ra  Valley  a  conical  hill,  called 
Kala-i-Kazf,  is  visible  in  the  Chalawar  range.  From  Akhora  there  is  a  road  to  Dizful  by 
six  stages.  I  went  from  Akhora  over  the  Chnshkanid  range,  and  after  passing  its  summit. 
8,420*,  reached*  at  4  miles  beyond,  the  village  of  Kh6igan,  inhabited  by  50  Armenian 
families. 


6.  CflUfA«»x-SuT.tAjr 


26* 


127J 


General  direction  N.  W.  Road  good.  At 
Zarna,  8,300  feet,  the  watershed  of  the  valky  is 
reached.  Rich  cultivation  and  fine  pastures 
everywhere.  The  climate  is  very  ©old;  the 
ground  is  all  covered  with  snow  from  November  till  April.  West  of  Zarna  is  the  black 
range  of  mountains  called  Parsish  or  Parsisht  Half  a  mile  beyond,  the  Kerdj  stream, 
which  flows  towards  Gulfatg&n,  is  crossed.  In  the  valleys  of  Moristan  lie  numerous  ruined 
villages.  Shahverdi  is  a  fine  large  village.  Chahar-chashmah  is  the  last  village;  in  taw 
Faridan  district,  and  is  inhabited  bv  Armenians  and  the  descendants  of  a  Turkish  trie*. 
Thence  road  crosses  a  spur  of  the  Tamandar  range,  and  leaving  Mount  Kala-i-Khatil  on 
the  left  descends  to  Chaman-i- Sultan,  a  poor  village,  the  first  in  the  Burbattid  District. 
The  ranges  which  bound  the  Borbarud  plateau  are  called  Sar-i»8uL  Those  on  the  S. 
an  called  Tamandar  and  Gul-i-Bahar;  behind  the  latter  comes  the  snowv  Safid-K6h  range, 
UgQOCy  to  13,000'  high.    The  whole  of  this  part  of  the  country  is  called  Japelik. 
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Route  No.  152 — cone  Id. 
Isfahan  to  BMjiri — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAJrCB,  IK  KXL18. 


Interme- 
diate 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac. 


7.  HalakXbXd 


17 


144} 


General  direction  W.  Road  good.  At  about 
5}  miles  reach  the  half -Armenian  village  of 
Mughanak.  The  villages  of  Kala  Abd'ur-ttfoa, 
Feighan,  Annuj,  and  other*,  whose  nannvn  are 
already  forgotten,  are  deserted  and  in  ruins.  Malakabad  is  an  Armenian  village  with 
30  families,  altitude  7,382'.    Jnnhush  and  Cherbas  are  two  important  villages. 


8.  Shesg6k 


10i 


154J 


General  direction  N.  W.  Road  fairly  good. 
Here  there  are  two  roads,  that  n*cd  in  hu miner, 
passing  north  of  the  Sfh-Kuh,  and  through  the 
village  of  Dnra-i-Shiraz,  and  the  winter  road 
of  the  Sih-Kuh  and  through  the  village  of 
Azfzabad.  The  Dara-i-Shfraz  stream  flows 
past  Tarchistane  to  Serlak  ;  that  passed  before  reaching  Shengun  is  called  Kamanddb ;  it  ri*ps 
in  the  Shutariin  Kdh,  leaves  Shengun  to  the  left,  and  flowing  N.  W.  into  the  bil&khur 
Valley,  and  passing  Mounts  Paris  and  Rengi,  joins,  at  the  largo  village  of  Bahrein,  tho 
E '.rijird  or  Tahaj  river,  and  with  it  forms  the  Ab-i-LHz,  which  flows  past  Dizful,  and  is 
regarded  as  the  frontier  of  Luristan. 


9.  HishmatabId 


17 


171J 


General  direction  N.  W.  Road  good.  At 
Dara-i-Takht,  a  small  village,  4$  mihs  from 
Shengdn,  the  road  crosses  a  nvulet,  and  1  mile 
further  the  Kamandab  stream,  which  ix  h^ro 
25'  wide  and  1'  to  2'  dr»ep.  Altitude  «/i7</. 
To  the  right  is  the  high  Kuh-i-chihal,  :>.\A 
tn  the  left  the  snowy  Saffd  Kdh.  Beyond,  road  passes  large  village  Darland,  an  1  th'»  nr.^ill 
villagp*  Mahmudabad,  Mian-rid,  and  Kel  Kile;  after  which,  th  reading  a  narrow  vaii-  v,  it 
c-.me*  out  on  the  plain  of  Silakhur,  a  little  before  reaching  the  village  of  liiahjnatal-id,  ;fuU 
place  used  formerly  to  be  called  Asaralri. 


10.  Bcs6/ikd 


40} 


211J  '    General  direction    N.  W.  Road    w>A.      Th* 

■  j.h.in  p!'-j*?s  down  to  about  the  lit'.!.-*  v;.!^'*  hi 
i  fcV,n-i-3idi,    and    th*n     a*r>;i.'L»    \rr:-'    ■■  \y     to 

Burijird.     Many   yjV.i'^xi,  mor*   *:\    y  l!««j 

|  ol-Jer  uu<*  on  the  iiv*r,  are  b-iil*,  on  a.'..:Xi>l 

■  riwunls  ax  a  proV.crion  a^ili^t  V*'.\*: -\  :.i  d 
Bokhtiiri  attacks.  The  town  of  B5r£J:rd  is  6  mi \r%  in  circT.y/if.?r*r :.':*;  the  «•;*.:*,  \*  ** 
nre^atp*,  and  generally  all  Governm^.:  b*;:Iiin^i  are  in  rein*.  Tv  ho*--'*  an?  w«-i  u\..\  ; 
tar  ^habitant*,  some  4^>«i  families,  fairly  w«jl*.r.y.  The  i*:z:.V/\rLv/J  ;*  *>i*  •*»;,«../  iv.u 
b  c.Trala.  The  road  frtri  Iafa'iaa  to  Bur;j:rl  c>*:M  be  r*r:. 'T'-d  aT*;;**,:*  tor  ^.rr'-Mfsj 
trJRe,  at  a  slight  outliT.  The  only  &l£t.'.\  pl*>r*  ar?  rsai  Tf.*>*,  »l.  r-j  *!••»  i.  ^:j 
p'"^i  are  ascended,  awl  at  Dara-i-Siaraz  and  S:.<:.g£a,  wber*  th/tre  is  a  d^>"it  ;^V>  »;,* 
5;-l!iiur  valley. 


Route  Ho.  153. 

IsFAHaS  TO  BfdflAflS,  fW  Sflfliz. 

HAr u  THua*  to  B^oatr/'  Route  X».  1)7. 


17 
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Route  No.  154. 

ISFAHAN  TO  CHAG&aJLHtjR,  Vld  KOMESHU. 

Authority. — Wells. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dikavcz,  iv  uuxb. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac 


1.  AVAMIL 


2.  KOXBBHLI 


8.  AlijIf 


4.  CHAGHlmtB 


161 


22* 


15 


iaj 


37J 


52J 


71 


This  road  is  said  to  be  a  good  male  track  and 
passable  at  all  seasons. 


Near  Chaghakhur  are  the  villages  of- 

Gondamun. 
Mamukeh. 
Boldager. 
The  two  last  inhabited  by  Armenians. 


Route  No.  154a. 

IsFAhXn  TO  CHAGHiKHtJE   IN  THE  ChAHAB  MaHAL,  Vid  KlVA  RlJKH. 

Authority.— Slack. 


Datives,  nr  xxus. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
dia to. 

TotaL 

Description,  4c. 

1.  KhatkXkXd 

2.  Chubmil 

8.  KIvabtjkb         •» 

• 

&  &ASTI81ZHI             ••• 

17 
23 

15 

15 

•  •• 

40 

55 

70 

Through  Hasan&b&d  (6  miles).    Crews  the  Znin- 
dartid  by  the  bridge  at  Pul-i- VarglSn.    Khairibdl 
is  at  the  foot  of  a  rocky  hill,  6CX/  high* 

Oyer  the  low  hills  in  the  dodb  of  the  Zaindani !, 
through  the  police  station  of  Gao-i-Pisar  ;  ti-'O 
down  hill  for  7  miles ;  then  for  3  miles  alone  ' '■  * 
river-side  through  lovely  country.    Cross  t  ho  r  ■.  ■  r 
at  Nanjrarnn,  and  ascend  the  foot  slope  of  the 
Kuli-i-Riikh  for  4  miles  to  Chirmil. 

Cross  the  Rukh  range  by  a  good  road  thrw.-h 
pass,  GOO'  high ;  6  miles  further  is  Kivarukh,  t   • 
road  descending  the  whole  way  from  th*  pa^. 
Kdvarukh  stands  in  a  treeless,  but  cultivauJ 
plain. 

Aero**  the  Kovarukh  plain  in  a  southerly  d:    *- 
Hon,  with  the  J  aha  n  bin  mountain  on  the  nj  it- 
Over  a  low  ridge  to  the  Sartisbni  valley.    \Y*ui 
plentiful  from  a  river. 

SOS 


Route  No.  154A— cemfcf. 
hfakan  to  ChaghdhhUr  in  the  Chahdr  Mahal,  rib  Kdva   Rukh — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dorises,  XV  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac. 


6.  CaxQuisMtu 


••• 


17 


87 


S.  W.  to  a  defile  formed  by  the  river, 
which  follow  as  far  as  Khardzi,  where  cross  by  a 
bridge  at  the  mouth  of  the  defile  ;  turn  to  the  left 
and  cross  a  spur  into  the  Kahru  valley.    Water 

plentiful    Eight  miles  further  on  ifl  ChaghAkhur,  the  summer  residence  of  the  Ukhaoi  or 

ikkhUari  Chief. 


Route  No.  155. 

Isfahan  to  Gulfaigan. 


Jnthorily.—Joxtt. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiAurcs,  or  miles. 


Inter- 
mediate. 


Total. 


Description,  4c. 


1.  EubIt    Mahomad 
AuKhas. 


•  •ft 


•  •• 


Leaving  the  suburbs  of  Julfah,  cross  bridge 
of  Manu  (the  western  one  of  the  city).  Thence 
road  continues  by  the  side  of  a  fine  canal,  paralled 
to  the  Zaindarud,  and  enters  district  of  SaaibU>ad 
to  the  8.  W.  of  Isfahan.  After  parsing 
through  straggling  suburbs  of  ruins,  it  reaches  after  an  hour  or  two  the  gate  of  Cbahru, 
*We  it  emerges  into  the  open  country.  A  short  distance  beyond,  a  shrine  and  gardens 
dose  to  a  clear  rivulet  and  a  caravansarai,  called  Muhammad  Ali  Khan. 


2.  Ajs-i-ShIbwIn 


3.CBAUSJA 


•#• 


W.  Seven  or  8  miles.  A  caravansarai  near 
a  fine  bluff  hill  terminating  the  valley  of 
Isfahan. 


Five  farsahhs.  Through  a  perfect  wilderness. 
Pass  ruins  of  a  large  village.  At  Chalisja  there 
are  50  hovels  round  a  mud  fort ;  also  a  caravan- 
sarai, the  last  deserving  the  name  met  with  on 

the  road   to  Hamad&n,  those  at  the  remaining  stages  being  little  better  than  stables. 

Camp  betide  a  deep  Jcandl.    Beyond  the   immediate  vicinity  of  the  village  the  soil  is 

rtftoy  and  dark-looking,  surrounded  by  ugly  drab    and  yellow  limestone  hills.    Distance 

from  bfah&n,  Sfariakfa. 


4.  AiATf  OB  Al61  ...  20         ...  N.    W.    Road  over    the    valley.     Enter    a 

range  of  hills,  dingy,  barren,  and  quite  uninha- 
bited. A  few  miles  beyond,  pass  two  wells 
|  (Chali  Ahlabad)  with  a  solitary  mulberry  tree 
i^id*  each*  At  3 J  fanakht  from  Chalisjd,  small  mined  caravansarai,  Rubat  .Mir  Kassim 
Lilt.    A  well  a  few  hundred  yards  off.    The  village  of  Alavi  is  situated  in  a  dell,  between 
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Route  No.  155— <onid. 
Isfahdn  to  Gulfaigdn—ctmiA. 


8Ugf  or  halting  place. 


DisTAjrcx,  nr  mus. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


ugly  barren  hills.  Here  there  is  a  f  ort  surrounded  by  dwellings  of  nndried  brick.  Wivr 
good  and  plentiful  from  kandt.  Gardens,  vineyards,  cultivation.  Adult  population  in  lbo9 
a  little  under  1,000.    This  place  afterwards  suffered  from  famine. 

6.  DihAje  ...  ...    f      ...  Two  farsakhs.    Shortly  after  leaving    A\U 

pass  through  Hasni,  a  caravansarai  in  a  ruirn*  .# 
state,  and  a  few  houses,  fields  and  gar  !-:>«. 
Dihak  is  a  small  town  at  the  N.  W.  end  <■( 
the  valley,  nestling  between  barren  lim/^ton* 
hills.  It  looks  more  important  than  it  really  !*, 
as  nearly  1,000  dwellings  of  sun-dried  brick,  presenting  a  compact  appearance,  are  situ:!  I 
amongst  vineyards  and  fruit  trees.  A  few  stable-like  "Inns."  Population  about  8,<.  >. 
Principal  crops,  wheat  and  barley.  Distance  from  Ch&lisja,  8  farsakhs.  From  Dihak  \\\  ^ 
is  a  direct  road  to  Gulfaigan,  as  follows  :  KundAb,  1  farsakh;  3  forts  and  numerous  hovrl*; 
thence  3\  farsakhs  N.  W.,  the  Mad ar-i- Shah  caravansarai.  About  2  miles  beyond  i*  a 
narrow  pass  between  rouged  hills.  Duah,  about  6  miles  from  the  pass,  contains  a  numW  <>f 
new  huts  and  two  old  caravan sarais.  From  Duah  the  road  passes  into  the  fine  plain  of  Gulf  ii- 
gan  at  about  2  farsakhs  by  a  wide  bed  of  a  torrent,  the  same  on  which  there  is  a  lun-1 
near  the  Madar-i-Shah  caravansarai.  A  few  miles  E.  of  Gulfaigan  is  the  large  village  <  f 
Kokah,  with  a  poor  caravansarai.  From  Kokah  the  road  crosses  the  hills  to  Kuini.  T> 
first  3  miles  of  it  lies  in  a  cultivated  plain  as  far  as  a  well-built  bridge.  Here  the  r<  r.  1 
leaves  the  cultivated  part  and  ascends  to  the  pass  above.  Three  farsakhs  from  Ko..'.'it 
in  the  highest  part  or  the  pass,  is  a  ruined  fort  with  a  little  spring  with  reserve  i«\ 
flidt  flocks  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  pass  called  Girandar  Hassan  Falak  here  Kid.^  i- *o 
the  Seneh  Alwand  Valley,  where  Kuini  is  situated.  The  road  leading  from  Gnlfai^.ti 
over  the  pass  unites  with  the  road  above  described,  just  before  reaching  Kuini,  which  is 
6  farsakhs  from  Kokah. 


6.  RahilitXbId      ...  Five  and  a  half /artal-A*  W.    Valley  wid >  ar.  I 

apparently  destitute  of  villages,  but"  flock.-*  i-f 
sheep  are  met  with.  The  little  town  occn"*  ■» 
one  of  the   higher  undulations  of  the   vnl   /. 

Its  mud-built  houses  rise  above  each  other,  and  there  are  some  two-storied  brick  buil  \\\\z* 

on  a  rocky  bluff  at  the  eastern  end.     A  few  shops.    Population  about  2,000.     Water  frvtn 

kandts,  collected  in  a  reservoir  half  a  mile  from  the  village. 

7.  KhohsIb  ...  A  mere  track  leads  in  10  miles  to  2  or  3  village : 

it  then  enters  a  mass  of  confused  low  hilk  tti* 
undulations  becoming  very  steep  and  rocky  a*  it 
nears  Khonsar.  In  front  rises  the  high  ba-r  -. 
chain  of  £1  Ahwaz.  .Behind  and  to  the  north- 
ward the  ranges  are  low  and  of  the  usual  *U:  *!  >, 
monotonous  kind.  Tin  and  copper  are  found  amongst  these  hills.  The  vallev  is  barren  ar  1 
dreary  enough  ;  but  from  a  rising  piece  of  ground  Gulfaigan  and  its  neighbourhood  on  b* 
teen,  10  miles  to  the  northward.  The  undulations  get  steeper,  and  the  rough  way  lead*  at 
times  over  the  bare  rock  ;  in  places  clear  little  streams  issue  from  the  soil  and  herb*  and 
flowers  spring  up.  The  sudden  change  from  this  barrenness  to  exuberant  fertility  is  mmt 
remarkable,  for  Khonsar  and  its  superb  valley,  overflowing  with  rich  foliage  and  cult ivati-m, 
lies  at  the  traveller's  feet  on  emerging  from  the  rocky  way.  This  beautiful  volley,  extending 
N.  and  S.  for  6  or  7  miles,  is  often  very  narrow,  and  in  some  parts  merely" a  surge ;  a 
chain  of  hills  rises  almost  at  once  from  the  cultivation  on  the  western  side,  and  tncraiM* 
derablo  hills  running  into  each  other,  without  the  slightest  semblance  of  vegetation,  form 
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Route  No.  155— concld. 
hfahdn  to  Oulfaigdn — concld, 


tare  or  halting  place. 


Distuci,  nr  xilss. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description*  Ac. 


the  boundary  to  the  eastward.  A  break-neck  path  leads  to  a  large  and  neglected  burial  - 
ground  and  into  Khonsar  through  a  dirty  and  poor-looking  bazaar.  Khonsar  is  a  flou- 
risbiog  town  of  2,500  houses.    A  tolerably  good  caravansarai. 

8.  GtLFAiolN         ...  Road  leads  at  first  by  gardens  and    orchards 

irrigated  by  the  fine  stream  from  Khonsar, 
that  is  on  the  left  hand;  for  on  the  opposite 
side  there  are  the  usual  low  barren  hills.  Be- 
rond  pass  an  Imamzada  with  a  fishpond.  A  level  road  thence  to  Gulfaigan,  2  farsahhs 
beyond  and  4}  from  Khonsar.  After  threading  a  ruinous  mass  of  suburbs  full  of  pitfalls 
and  broken  kandts,  road  emerges  into  a  large  square.  Caravansarai  bad.  Gulfaig&n  is  the 
centre  of  a  large  and  fertile  district,  a  number  of  villages  studding  the  valley,  which  is 
level  and  of  wide  extent.  A  good  deal  of  corn  is  grown  here,  and  grapes  and  tobacco  are 
excellent.    The  wine  is  said  to  be  very  tolerable. 


Route  No.  156. 

Ispahan  to  Karmanshah,  vid  HisXr. 
Authority. — Floyers,  Mackenzie,  Jones. 


DlHAXCS,  Iff  MILI3. 

Stage  or  baiting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  AlX-I-SHf£WAN   ... 

2.  Chal-i-Siah       OB 

L'hIlisja.. 

3.  DihIk 

4.  Dab 

5.  KokXh          hkab 

Gulfaigajt    ... 

8 
13 

37 

18 
21 

21 

68 

76 
97 

Over  a  flat  plain.    At  Ain-i-Shfrwin  there  is 
a  fine  large  caravansarai. 

The  road  winds  along  the  plain  at  the  foot 
of  the  Kuh  Sal&h,  while  on  the  right  is  a  broad 
plain  studded  with  villages.    Chal-i-Siah  stands 
in  the  middle  of  a  wide  shingly  plain.    Water 
from  kanats.    No  supplies  procurable. 

Cross   low    broken  hills    to    Dih&k,  a  large 
village  with  a  ruinous    caravanserai.    On  the 
road    pass    through     Hussaini.    Water    from 
Bprings.    Supplies  plentiful. 

Over  level  plains  intersected  by  low  ridges  to 
Dar,  a  village  of  1,000  houses.   Water  from 
springs.    Supplies  scarce. 

Through  open  but  hilly  country.     Kokdh  is  a 
large  village  of    1,000    houses.    Water  from 
kanats.     Many  villages  around  and  supplies 
plentiful. 

■-■■■■■                               ~~a 
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Route  No.  156—contd. 
hfahdn  to  Karman&hdh,  via  HUdr— contd. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Dibtavcs,  or  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description,  Ac. 


6.  KtiMAix 


7.  RhubamabId  ... 


8.  AirffiAT 


9.  Hisis 


10.  Pabit 


11.  DaulatXbad     ... 


12.  Pabishpbh 


21 


30 


12 


18 


30 


24 


35 


118 


143 


160 


178 


208 


232 


267 


Through  5  miles  of  cultivation  ;  then  across 
a  river,  150  yards  wide  and  5'  deep,  by  a  *tone 
bridge  of  5  arches ;  then  np  Hasan  Falak  moun- 
tain. 


By  a  mountainous  road  to  the  small  and  <lir*y 
village  of  Khuramabad  ;  nocaravansaxaL  Water 
from  springs. 


Up  a  broad  valley  between  low  hills  to  Atotirat, 
where  there  are  trees,  gardens,  and  good  hou •><.*, 
altitude  6,440'.  Water  from  springs.  Supplies 
procurable. 


Down  a  cultivated  valley,  about  5  miles  broad. 
Water  from  a  small  stream.    Supplies  procurable. 


Over  a  cultivated  plain ;  strike  the  telegraph 
line  to  Baghdad  ;  follow  this  and  pass  numerous 
villages.    At  Parit  there  is  a  post-house. 


A  large  and  civilized  town  with  telegraph  office, 
Ac,  in  a  fertile  and  well  watered  valley.  The 
road  to  it  goes  through  open  country  across  one 
or  two  ridges.  From  baulatibad  there)  is  a 
gun-road  to  Ham  ad  an. 


Level  plains  interspersed  by  rocky  hills.  The 
plain  fertile  with  many  villages, but  irom  the  l&h 
to  25th  mile  it  is  liable  to  inundation.  Pas*  the 
caravansarai  of  Dumb-i-Shatf  r ;  then  Rahitna'.ttd, 
and  finally  a  steady  pull-up  hill.  Just  before  reaching  Parishpeh,  cross  the  Hal  wand,  a 
rapid  stream  20f  wide,  by  a  good  bridge.  The  village  has  about  150  houses,  and  stands 
amid  fertile  fields. 


13.  KkXQAwiz 


14.  8ah5a 


25 


42 


292 


316 


Through  the  "  Oarm  Sir/'  a  park-like  English- 
looking  country.  Kangawar  is  a  pleasant  Utile 
town  about  6,020'  above  the  sea. 


Over  a  mountain  range  by  a  well  made  road 
fit  for  wheeled  traffic,  or  at  all  events  for  gum. 
The  highest  point  6,761/.  The  people  her**  »j»  .ik 
KurdL  Sabna  is  a  thriving  village  of  about  IV  i 
houses.  Water  from  springs.  Supplies  obtain* 
able. 
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Boutb  No.  156 — conoid. 
Isfahan  to  Karmdnshdh,  vi&  Hisdr — concld. 


DiarxjrcB,  ur  irara. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  &o. 

15.  BmitIh 

16.  KabmXsshXh   ... 

KHltfTKH                  ... 

Dzh-i-Abkuv        ... 

KHTlUMiBlD 

24 

18 

21 

12 
18 

340 
358 

118 

130 
148 

Gradual  descent.    A  good  brick  bridge  crosses 
the  river  to  Bisitan,  where  there  is  a  fine  cara- 
vansarai.    Water  from  streams. 

Road  over  a  flat  plain  at  the  base  of  the  Paran 
mountains.    Before   entering    the    town    cross 
a  rapid  river,  160  yards  wide.    Karmanshah  is 
a  large  city  of  40,000  inhabitants,— vide  article 
thereon. 

Note. — Mackenzie  and  Jones  give  slightly  differ- 
ent stages  between  Kok&h  (Gulfaigan)  and  Khur- 
amabadj  viz.,-~ 

Country  open,  bnt  hilly.    Cross  plain,  ascend 
mountain,  and  descend  into  plain.    Water  from 
springs.    Supplies  in  small  quantities. 

Country  open,   but  hilly.    Road  undulating. 
Water  from  springs. 

Country  open.    Road  level,  sometimes  blocked 
with  snow.    Water  from  springs   and  streams 
in  the  open  desert  or   valley  or  in  the  town* 
Supplies  and  fruit  plontif uL    Walled  town. 

Aufhority. — Webb. 


Route  No.  157- 

Isfahan  to  KashXn,  via  Nathanz. 


Distawcb,  nr  milxs. 

---  * 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

Description,  4c. 

1.  ShahaXjbXd        m* 

2.  RlXDAJlajr 

13* 

32* 

13* 
45f 

Road  for  the  first   \\  miles  through  the  town 
and  gardens  of  Isfahan,  and  then  over  a  plain. 

First  part  of  the  road  over  a  barren  plain.    At 
4  or  5  miles,  passed  the  ruins  of  a  village  on 
the  right.    At  6  miles  from  the  ruins,  passed  a 
ruined  oaravansarai ;  low  hills  on  both  sides ; 

208 


Route  No.  157 — coutd. 
Isfahan  to  KasAdn,  vift  NatAanz—contft. 


8tage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAJTCB,  IV  XIUS. 


Inter- 
mediate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac. 


those  on  the  right  about  f  of  a  mile,  or  a  mile,  distant.  At  8  miles  from  the  oaravansarai, 
descended  a  range  of  low  hills  into  a  valley  of  about  2  miles  circumference.  The  n«d(  after 
this,  winds  at  the  foot  of  low  hills,  till  f  of  a  mile  before  the  village  of  Sardahan,  where 
it  opens ;  the  range  on  the  left  running  parallel  about  2  or  3  furlongs  distant,  those  on 
the  right  stretching  to  the  east. 


3.  Nathakz 


18 


63f 


For  about  4  miles  the  road  leads  along  t)i* 
foot  of  small  hills,  and  partly  through  a  *mall 
valley.     High  mountains  on  both  sides  ;   tb  ^ 
on  our  right  about  5  or  6  miles  distant.    M « 
here  passed  a  caravansarai  and  a  small  rivulet. 

For  5  miles  further  the  road  leads  gradually  over  a  gentle  rise,  with  a  range  of  hills 
on  the  left,  about  half  a  mile  distant;  those  on  the  right  about  8  or  9  mile*,  with  low 
country  between;  4  miles  further  we  travelled  over  a  small  hill,  and  then  through 
defiles  of  low  hills,  until  we  came  to  a  plain,  when  the  village  of  Nathans  opened  to 
view.  The  remaining  part  of  the  road  from  this  is  very  good ;  a  range  of  mountain 
on  the  left,  about  half  a  mile  distant,  and  another  on  the  right. 

One  furlong  from  the  village,  a  rivulet  flows  from  the  left  range  through  Nathanz.  A 
quarter  of  a  mile  before,  the  rivulet  crossed  the  bed  of  a  dry  river.  Nathanz  is  situated 
in  a  small  plain,  surrounded  by  mountains. 


4  AndjXx 


••* 


12 


751 


For  2  miles  the  road  lies  through  an  uneven 
stony  country,  with  low  hills  on  both  side*;  tii* 
next  4  or  5  miles,  between  mountains;  it  tin 
runs  down  an  easy  descent  for  a  mile,  a*  1 
leads  along  a  garden  on  the  left,  a  small  rivulet  running  under  its  wall*.  For  3  m:'  * 
further  traversed  an  uneven  country,  with  ranges  of  mountains  on  the  left  and  right.  Th.« 
road  then  lies  through  a  ravine  for  1  mile,  a  stream  running  through  its  centre. 

Andjnn  is  situated  in  this  ravine,  on  a  small  rise,  at  the  foot  of  the  left  range  of 
mountains. 


6.  KiBfuDASHT     ...  191  95}       Seven  miles  of  the  road  over  stony  and   un- 

even ground  ;  ranges  of  mountains  on  the  1  ft 
and  right  for  12  or  13  miles.  Here  paved  » 
caravansarai,  and  a  small  stream  of  wat<»r  ^n 
the  right;  immediately  after,  crosg«ed  a  ravine ;  road  then  leads  over  a  plain  for  7  nv!f*; 
the  range  of  mountains  on  the  left  stretches  away  to  N.  W.t  and  those  on  the  ritrht  appr  ■ 
the  road.  For  the  next  2  miles  the  road  lies  between  small  hills  and  over  an  uiu't  n 
country ;  it  then  becomes  stony  for  about  3  miles,  the  mountains  on  the  right  are  about 
a  mile  and  half,  or  2  miles,  distant ;  those  on  the  left,  10  or  12  miles. 


6.  KiSHiic 


••• 


HI 


106J 


Road  level,  across  a  stony  plain.  The  hi!!* 
on  the  right  are  about  ll>  miles  distant ;  0><  *• 
on  the  left  between  3  and  4  miles.  liauirfia  !.  « 
3  miles  west -by -south  of  Kashin ;  is  situutiO  -u 

a  stony  plain  on  the  edge  of  the  great  salt  plain.    It  is  about  3  miles  in  length  by  1; 

in  breadth,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  dry  ditch.    It  contains  about  30,000  souls. 

The  ordinary  route  to  Kashin  is  of  coarse  by  the  Post  road, — title  Route 
No.  107,  Bushahx  to  Tihran. 


£09 


ISFAHAN  TO  SHIRAZ. 


The  ordinary  route  is  of  coarse  the  post  road,— vide  Route  No.  107,  Tihrfn 
to  Bushahr. 


Route  No.  158. 

Ispahan  to  Sh! bIz,  vid  Ekl(d. 


Juiioritj. — Ouselet. 


BUgt  or  haltiaf  plaet. 


Duiavcs,  nr  mma. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUL 


Description,  fto* 


••• 


••• 


1.  Mho 


2.  Matab 


3.  KtiniBHAH 


4  AimrlBlD 


6.  8HX7LOI8TAjr 


6.  AbXdih 


7.  EilId 


8.  DiLuvisi 


9.  Guiziln 


10.  Mashhad-i 
Mueohab. 


ILKamIh 


••• 


12.  SlTAJTD 


••• 


11  Taxst-i-JamshIi) 


HZimXjt 


16.  grills 


••• 


10 
17 
18 
26 
S3 
21* 

18 

28 

15 

20 


18 


17 


17 


16 


18 


10 

27 

45 

71 
104 
125* 

143* 

171* 

186* 

206* 

224* 
241* 
258* 


See  route  Isfahan  to  Shfrax,  vid  Ab&deh  (Route 
No.  385). 


The  road  is  extremely  bad,  crowing  three 
mountain  passes.  At  8  miles  the  river  of  Beni 
Ards  is  crossed. 


A  mere  footpath  crosses  the  Pul-i-Khan 
bridge  over  the  Bandamlr  river,  and  oontinuss 
beyond  over  a  plain. 


274* 


292* 


! 


Sm  Route  No.  107. 


28 


eio 


Route  No.  159. 
IspahIx  to  Sh&iIz,  vid  TabghIn  and  Asupas. 
A  *th  ority .— Webb. 


Stage  or  halting  placs. 


Dihayci,  or  xilis. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUL 


Description,  Ac 


L  Mabq 
2.  Matab 
8.  K6mi8hAjz 
4.  Talk6n 


••■ 

10£ 

10i 

•  •• 

17 

27J 

•  •• 

18J 

46 

•  •• 

17 

63 

6fee  route   Isfahan  to  Shiraz,   vid  Abode* 
(Route  No.  385). 


Road  at  starting  between  two  ranges  of  M1U, 
those  on  left  being  olose  to  it  and  th<»e  «>n 
right  3  or  4  miles  distant.  After  6  mil**,  nul 
diverges  from  range  on  left.  At  7  J  Biiles  cr  «s 
a  rivulet  (hills  on  right,  2  miles  distant)  and  at  8  miles  a  smaller  one.  At  9  miles  p* 
*  village  and  thence  continue  to  11  miles  through  a  fine  plain  (hills  on  left  about  8  or  *) 
miles  Sistant).  At  11  miles  cross  a  small  eminence.  The  last  part  of  the  road  is  goui, 
with  mountains  on  the  left. 


&  TabohIv 


••• 


19 


82 


The  road  is  on  the  whole  tolerably  good,  bit 
here  and  then*  the  ground  is  uneven.  At  start- 
ing, it  leads  across  a  plain,  passing  at  7  iuil««  * 
village  on  right  and  another  at  9  miles  on  1  f; 
(bills  on  left  about  1}  miles;  those  on  right  from  9  to  10).  Beyond  this  the  road  enttn 
a  ravine,  whence  into  another  plain,  over  which  it  continues  for  the  last  5  miles  to  stage. 


&  AsparjIh 


24 


After  the  first  2  or  3  miles  there 
1}  to  3  furlongs. 


7.  EishUx 


•*• 


106  The  road  is  generally  over  uneven  and  stony 
ground.  At  2  miles,  hills  on  both  sid*«.  At  jj 
miles  cross  a  rivulet.  At  4  miles  anotiier  riv  1  ■• , 
and  at  14  cross  a  third  and  pass  a  ruined  v'.I!o?. 

mountains  on  the  right,  their  distance  varying  from 


138 


Just  after  leaving  the  stage,  crow  a  rari^e. 
At  2  miles  hills  on  both  sides  ;  those  on  riir't 
near  the  road,  those  on  left  half  a  mil»<Ji>i  r  '. 
The  road  now  crosses  a  rivulet  (the  hills  on  ri'jM 
about  1  mile  distant)  and  enters  a  plain,  over  which  it  continues  for  14  miles ;  thenc  f>  r 
1  mile  over  low  hills,  and  finally  for  13  miles  a  ravine  with  a  rivulet  running  through 
it.    The  road  on  this  stage  is  throughout  tolerably  good. 


g.  flaUMflJBAW 


••• 


Mother  «maTl  rivulet. 


19 


At  13 


157 


Continue  along  the  banks  of  the  same  mrW. 
on  which  there  is  a  fort  and  village,  mwsinc  '•*• 
st  4J  miles.  At  6  miles  cross  a  small  rim!*:, 
which  runs  through  a  ravine.  At  121  en** 
miles  pass  a  village  on  the  left.  The  hills  on  the  k 1 
are  here  3  to  4  miles  distant ;  those  on  the  right  2  miles.  The  road  goes  for  last  6  mJ** 
through  a  valley,  the  hills  on  the  right  closing  in. 


9L  KuanuiEs 


••• 


13 


175 


eon«'ant1y  in  the  same  valley.    The 
becomes  very  good. 


Continue  down  the  sum*  valley,  crowing  tb« 
strc-im  which  flows  in  it  at  7  or  8  miles.  K<*1 
then  follows  stream  for  5  or  6  mile*,  wh#o  tt 
recrosae*  it  by  a  bridge.  Beyond  this  it  lift 
is  stony  for  the  first  2  or  3  miles,  and  the* 


£11 


Route  No.  l&9—conld. 
hfahdn  to  SMrdz,  vift  Targhdn  and  Asupas — contd. 


8tif»  or  halting  pita*. 


DlWAKCl,  XV  XILM. 


interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Dtrcription,  Aa. 


10.  ASUFAB 


•»« 


18J 


193J 


The  road  at  starting  runs  down  one  side  of  a 
valley  ;  the  mountains  on  the  right  being  abont 
1  to  2  furlongs  distant :  those  on  the  left  2  to  3 
miles.    It  then  goes  through  a  plain  with  hills 

on  both  sides,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  reaching  its  extremity  at  about  16  miles. 

It  then  crosses  a  rivulet,  and  after  winding  along  the  foot  of   low  hills  for  1}  miles  more, 

crowe*  a  range  of  mountains  three-quarters  of  a  mile  broad,  and  immediately  after  reaches 

Asanas.    The  passage  of  the  mountains  presents  no  difficulties. 


11.  Ujijr 


12.  Mitts 


15 


16 


203i 


224} 


The  road  is  very  good,  through  a  fine  valley, 
10  miles  broad,  the  hills  on  the  left  being  from 
1$  to  2  miles  from  the  road. 


Road  at  starting  over  a  plain,  with  mountains 
on  both  sides.  At  6  or  7  miles  ascends  and 
descends  a  range.  At  8  miles  passes  through 
village  of  Imamzada  Ismail.  Beyond  this,  the 
road  crosses  a  rivulet  and  proceeds  for  the  last  7  miles  to  stage  through  a  defile  bounded 
by  hijjh  mountains.  The  road  is  tolerably  good  as  far  as  the  foot  of  the  mountain  range ; 
beyond  that  rather  rugged  and  stony. 


13.  FathiabXd 


of  Tutakih  (?).     Half  a 
on  left 

14.  ZlIGAJf 


21 


245} 


The  road  crosses  a  rivulet  soon  after  leaving 
Fathiabdd,  and  then  goes  near  a  mountain  on 
the  left  for  5}  to  6  miles.    At  7  miles  cross  river 
Bandamir.     At  12  or  13  miles  pass  mountain 
mile  beyond  pass  through  a  village,  and  at  15  miles  pass  another 


15.  SHhXz 


••• 


••• 


28 


273| 


No  description.    Road  apparently  level ;  cross- 
es  the  river  Polwar  twice. 

See  Route  No.  107. 


Route  No.  160. 

IsfahXn  to  Sh<jstar,  bt  Abdal. 
Authority. — Mackenzie. 


DisxAYCi,  nr  mxlbb. 

etsft  or  haltfaf  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

Description,  Ac. 

1  IllAhIbad 

(6,260  ft.). 

27 

27 

Proceed    from    Julfa     in    a  S.W.    direction 
through   cultivation.      At    Pnl*i*Varg6n    cross 
Zaindartid    river   by   good   stone   bridge.     At 
5  miles  from  bridge,  slight  and  easy  ascent  up 

214 


Route  No.  160 — contd. 
hfahdn  to  Shistar,  by  Jrddl—conti. 


Stage  or  halting  p]*os. 


Description,  Ae. 


Gardan-i-Gopiell  over  spar.  Thence  no  water  or  vegetation  for  10  mile*,  when  rim 
above  is  again  met  in  district  of  Upper  Lenjan.  Follows  its  coarse  through  cultivation  or 
Pul-i-Kala  village,  when  cross  by  stone  bridge.  After  this  the  road  leaves  T+vnA+M- 
Supplies  abundant ;   water.    Road  throughout  practicable  for  carriages. 


2.  Sibajc  (6,700  ft) 


••• 


27 


64 


No.  1  by  Sulagu  and  Chaghakhtir 
Darkash  Yarkash. 


The  road   ascends  at  once  to  Gardan-i-Rukh, 
7,760   feet;  thence   by  easy,   gradual    descent 
Sirak.  Boad.  practicable  throughout.    8upplies; 
water.    Village.    Three  roads  from  here  to  ArdaL 
below,  No.  2  by  Gardan  Zareh,  and  No.  3  by  Tang 


8.  QtiUARii  (7,050  ft.) 


17 


71 


a  The  road  is  level,  over  fine  alluvial  soil,  which 
is  heavy  after  rain.  Pass  round  base  of  Ktih- 
i-Jumbah  to  the  left,  whence  springs  drain  to 
the   Kartin   river.    At  14   miles   gradual   and 

easy  ascent  up  Gardan-i-Fasaondeh  (7,150'),  whence  descent  short  and  steep.    Boad  good 

and  practicable  for  carriages.    Village;  water;  supplies. 


4.  AbbIl  (6,350  ft.)... 


14 


85 


In  one  hour  pass  village  of  Chaghakhur, 
whence  road  good  to  the  Gardan-i-Chalarzuoeh 
(8,360'),  where  the  ascent  is  difficult,  and  would 
require  improvement  to  make  it  practicable  for 
carriages.  On  the  Ardal  side  the  hill  is  steep  and  precipitous,  but  the  road  goes  by  fat/ 
gradient  along  sides  and  is  here  practicable.  The  road  is  soft  after  rain.  Village; 
water;  supplies. 


6.  Dtfrfilx      (5,050 
feet). 


04 


The   road  passes   over   good  but  undulaf  inr 

Sound  for  4  miles,  when  reach  Kotal  Gul 
irza,  where  there  is  a  steep  descent  of  l.OfK)' 
to  5,3oXy,  to  a  fine  stream  feeder  of  Karon 
river.  The  road  then  follows  the  course  of  this  through  a  very  narrow  valley  with 
high  precipitous  mountains  on  either  side.  Boad  passable  for  mules,  but  requires  making 
for  carriages,  especially  on  Kotal  Gul  Mirza.    Village  ;  water;  no  supplies. 


6.  ShaxJi  (6,560  ft) 


17 


111 


s  The  road  crosses  bridge  at  D&ptilan,  and 
immediately  after  another,  over  a  feeder  cf 
the  Kardn,  and  proceeds  due  W.  for  t\  miles 
along  a  good  road  to  a  small  village  on  tbs 
river  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  hSL  This  march  is  very  arduous  from  constant  ascents  and 
descents,  but  the  road  is  good.  The  ascents  are— (1)  ascent  to  6,450*,  descent,  6,050 ; 
(2)  ascent,  7,350/,  descent  to  6,060* ;  (3)  ascent  to  6,650*,  descent  5,050' ;  (4)  ascent  to  6,96*?, 
descent  to  5,650*.  At  7\  hours  village  of  SakhAn  is  passed,  which  would  make  a  better  halt- 
ing-place.   Village ;  water ;  few  supplies. 


7.  Dihdu   (6,160  ft.) 


II       14 


126 


Descent  easy  and  gradual  to  one  of  main  feeders 
of  Karon,  3,250',  which  cross  bv  wicker  bridge. 
15  yards  broad,   across   deep   fissure  in  rocks. 
,  Crossing  for  animals  below  is  dangerous.    Th« 

ascent  to  5,850*  and  descent  6,250*.  Ascent  by  steep  road  to  6,650',  whence  desotnt  to 
Dibdii.  Village  in  well  cultivated  but  poorly  watered  valley.  Grain  and  provender 
abundant.    Mountains  well  wooded  to  summit. 


B.S 


tis 


Route  No.  160 — concld. 
Isfahdn  to  SAtstar  by  Arddl — concld. 


Staft  or  baltlnc  place. 


&  GUDAB  Bal6taXH 


Dimavci,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ao. 


9 


134 


The  road,  which  is  good,  descends  easily  and 
gradually  through  a  valley  (passing  at  half -hour 
a  small  village)  to  Kartin  nver  (here  60  yards 
wide,  with  deep  rocky  bed,  very  rapid  and  subject 
to  sodden  rises),  crossed  by  ferry  of  reed  raft.  No  village  here.  Water  procurable,  but  no 
supplies.    Thence  two  roads  to  Malamf r,  one  by  Gurgfr,  rough  and  stony .;  other  as  below. 


9.  MIlXmIb 


••• 


21 


155 


The  road  follows  the  course  of  the  river  for  one 
hour  along  the  valley  (when  river  turns  to  right 
and  is  not  again  met  till  Shustar),  level,  and 
could  easily  be   made  practicable  for  carriages. 


10.  KaLA-I-TOl 


14 


169 


The   road  is   good  and  level,  with  a   slight, 
scarcely  perceptible,  ascent.    Village ;  water ;  sup- 
plies.   Thence  two  roads  to  Shustar,  one  by  Gur- 
fir,  rough  and  stony ;  the  other,  shorter  and  better,  by  Kdh  Lang-i-Shustar  as  below. 


11.  SHtiTAB 


95 


264 


The  road  descends   gradually  whole    way  to 
Shustar.    At  first  it  is  rough  and  over  a  succes- 
sion of  rugged  hillocks,  for  15  hours ;  then  for 
12  hours  it  is  perfectly  level  over  magnificent  pasture  land. 

This  road  is  said  to  be  always  open,  out  this  is  doubtful  in  severe  winten.  Mr. 
Mackenzie  says  of  this  route :  "  The  route  taken  by  me  presents  no  greater,  if  so  great, 
obntacles  for  artillery  as  the  Kazrdn  road.  The  road  itself,  though  hilly,  has  no  narrow 
rocky  passes  along  the  mountain  side,  such  as  the  Main  and  Kumarij.  Its  features 
ire  much  those  of  the  Mian  Kotal  and  Pirzan,  only  very  muoh  better,  being  generally 
free  from  stones  and  large  boulders  on  the  ascents  and  descents.  There  is,  of  course,  the 
crossing  of  the  river  at  Gudar  B&lutak,  which  is  rapid,  but  not  broad,  when  I  crossed,  about 
60  or  0»  yards,  and  it  must,  I  think,  as  the  season  advances,  decrease  considerably.  Where 
tho  ferry  is,  there  is  abundance  of  fine  timber.  The  road  is  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the 
Bakhtiari  Chief,  who  could  be  made  responsible  for  it  There  are  supplies  all  along  it,  and 
excellent  grazing  in  spring." 


Route  No.  161. 

Isfahan  to  Shasta*,  vid  AbdXl. 
Authority. — Wills  and  Basing. 


DlflXAXfCB,  XV  XXX.11. 

•ttjt  or  haJtiss;  plaet . 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description.  Ao. 

L  PcTM'WABGfa    ... 

10 

••■ 

General  direction  S.  W.    Leaving  Isfahan,  we 
followed  a  road  to  the  right  of  the  Takht-i- 
Rustam  to  a  point  where  it  crossed  the  Zaindardd 

eu 


Route  No.  161— cwU. 
hfahin  to  SAistar,  trio*  Atddl — eontd. 


8tafe  or  halting  plscs. 


Dmurcs, 

ZVKILSl. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Deacrlption,  Jfce. 


river  by  a  brick  bridge  at   the  village  of  Pul-i-Wargun.       Here  we  halted,  though    wt 
had  only  come  10  miles  of  level  road,  through  a  rich  country. 


2.  Chibmiki 


25J 


35} 


General  direction  S.  W.  by  8.  for  10  miles,  t\** 
S.  W.  The  road  lay  through  rioe-fields.  We 
had  perpetually  to  crow  irrigation  channel*  r»f 
water  led  from  the  Zaindarud.  Villnges  w>r* 
plentiful.  Ten  miles  from  Pnl-i-Wargtin,  we  left  the  rice  grounds  and  commenced  the  a*c  rtt 
of  an  easy  slope  ;  passed  a  village  Bagh-i-W&hash,  so  named  from  an  old  enclosed  hn»tift? 
ground  of  Shah  Abbas,  remains  of  the  walls  of  which  are  still  to  be  seen.  Two  mile*  "f 
slope,  and  we  enter  the  small  pass  named  Gardan-i-Gao-i-pinar,  at  the  entrance  to  whirb 
is  a  hut  used  as  a  Custom  house :  from  it  a  road  goes  north  to  XajafiVid,  which  is 
distant  12  miles.  Gao-i-pittnr  is  so  called  from  murks  on  the  hills  suppo^Mi  to  re*mM* 
a  cow.  Five  miles  from  the  pass  by  a  gentle  slope,  we  again  reach  th<*  river,  wn.-H 
has  made  a  greac  bend.  It  is  here  flowing  £.  to  W.,  whilst  at  Pul-i-Wargun  it  w»« 
N.  W.  to  8.  E.  ;  the  Gaopisar  range  had  to  be  thus  turned.  It  divides  Upper  Lnnj'io 
from  Lower  Lanjdn.  Unlike  lower  Lanjan,  where  the  rice-fields  are  of  wide  extent,  t».* 
upper  is  a  valley  of  300  yards  in  width  with  high  banks.  AD  beyond  these  b.u<!.» 
is  desert;  between  them  are  rich  well  cultivated  rice-fields.  Villages  are  verr  thic'Or 
scattered  along  the  banks.  The  contrast  from  the  desert  above  to  this  fertile  <trtp 
was  very  striking.  The  villages  contain  numbers  of  pigeon  towers  like  gigantic  pepper 
boxes ;  they  are  cylindrical  and  tall. 

At  Pul-i-Kala  the  road  cros«es  the  rapid  river  which  is  everywhere  ford  able,  but  the 
watercourses  leading  to  rice-fields  are  difficult  to  pas*.  The  bridge  oonsints  of  8  arches  or* 
of  which  has  fallen  in  and  is  replaced  by  a  most  ricketty  arrangement  of  piles.  The  riir'rt 
bank  is  worse  even  than  the  left.  From  this  point  a  slight  ascent  brings  yuu  to  the  Tillage 
of  Chirmini,  where  we  halted. 

The  road  is  good  thronghont  and  supplies  plentiful  Chirmini  consists  of  about  luO 
houses,  with  a  few  trees  about  it. 


3.  KlHT-I-BuKH 


••• 


17 


62i 


General  direction  W.  by  S.  for  9  miles,  then 

S.  by  W. 
From  Chirmini  we  began  to  ascend  the  slnpe> 

of  the  hills  which  bound  the  right  bank  of  ti* 
Zaindarfid ;  some  gardens  are  passed — altitude  6,160  feet— and  the  villas  of  LtshaW, 
where  a  steep  zig-zag  commences,  quite  impassable  for  guns,  as  it  nears  the  top  of  the 
Kotal  named  Tang-i-Kukh.  This  pass  over  the  hills  is  known  as  the  Garden- URu  ah.  The 
ascent  took  us  three-quarters  of  an  honr.  The  view  from  the  top  is  over  de*ert  and  rotitfh. 
hum  mucky  ground  to  the  N.  and  N.  E,  the  stream  of  the  Zaindarfid  being  scarcely 
visible.  The  descent  on  the  8.  W.  is  easy,  and  8  miles  further  on  is  the  village  tf 
Kahu-i-Rukh,  the  first  of  the  district  of  Chahar  Mahal,  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Ilkhani,  or  chief  of  the  Bakhtiaris.  Supplies  plentiful,  except  firewood.  Population  $Xl 
Road  rough  throughout,  with  a  bad  total;  altitude  6,850'. 


4.  ShJllamzX*         ...         25  77J      The  Chahar  Mahal  country  through  whiek 

the  road  now  passes  is  very  like  portions  of 
the  Peshin.  There  seems  to  be  plenty  of 
water,  villages  are  numerous  and  largo,  and  the 
plain  is  all  under  cultivation.  We  counted  six  large  villages  and  two  small  ones*  Our 
road  lay  along  an  extensive  plain  extending  for  many  miles  to  the  N.,  but  closed  tyr 
high  hills  to  the  8.  £.  At  W.  extremity  of  plain  is  the  village  of  TaHn,  situated  in  a 
audi  well  cultivated  basin.    The  road,  so  far,  is  level  and  good. 


£15 


Route  No.  161 — contd. 
Ufakdn  to  Shfatar,  vid  Arddl — contd. 


Sttft  or  halting  place. 


Dibtavci,  ur  ktlmb. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ao. 


Leaving  Tuktin  the  road  turns  S.  E.  down  a  gradually  narrowing  valley  bounded 
on  the  fi.  by  sandhill?,  and  on  the  W.  by  the  mountain  of  Jahan  Bin,  a  fine  mass  of  rock. 
At  ^n»4b£d,  a  small  walled  Tillage,  the  valley  is  seen  to  be  occupied  by  a  stream,  and  in 
this  neighbourhood  is  one  of  the  most  elevated  of  the  sources  of  the  Karri n  river. 

The  stream  at  Shams&bad  is  1C  broad  and  3'  deep  at  ordinary  times;  it  is 
bridged  between  the  mountain  Jahan- Bin  and  Zangtin  by  a  new  bridge  of  10  arches  of  6 
feet  span,  showing  that  a  good  amount  of  waterway  has  to  be  allowed  in  time  of  flood.  The 
road  follows  the  river  through  a  narrow  valley.  The  sides  of  the  mountains  are  scratched 
for  sowing.  The  valley  opens  out  below  the  village  of  Kharfji,  where  there  is  a  rough  stone 
bridge  by  which  the  road  returns  to  the  left  bank  and  skirting  the  hills  for  a  few  miles, 
hiring  left  the  stream,  a  sharp  ridge  of  rock,  some  300  feet  in  elevation,  has  to  be  crossed 
before  the  valley  and  the  village  of  Shalamzar  are  reached.  This  ridge  could  be  turned. 
There  is  a  stream  flowing  past  Shalamzar  which  joins  the  one  from  Shamsabad  and  then 
combine ;  they  flow  N.  W.  for  a  short  distance  before  piercing  the  mountains  surrounding 
Um  plateau  of  Ardal.    Height  of  Shalamzar  6,743'. 


6.  AbdXl 


••• 


psmble  for  mules,  and 
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General  direction  S.  for  5  miles,  then  S.  W. 
Leaving  Shalamzar  we  went  straight  to  the 
mountains  to  the  S.  and  crossed  the  Gardan-f- 
Zarah,  a  rough  and  very  steep  track,  onlv 
blocked  even  for  them  in  winter.*  The  descent  on  the  S.  side  is 
out  difficult,  and  two  small  lakes  are  seen  on  the  left.  One  lake  is  named  Albolaki,  and 
a  stream  from  it  waters  the  villages  of  Naguii,  where  the  Ilkhani  has  a  house.  From 
near  this  lake  the  road  follows  the  direction  of  the  ridge  it  has  crossed,  and  the  steep 
way  is  between  that  ridge  and  one  of  the  short  hills  that  runs  parallel  to  it.  The 
open  plateau  of  Ardal  is  thus  reached  by  a  stiff  desoent.  The  configuration  of  the 
pnraad  is  very  remarkable!  To  the  S.B.  is  a  mighty  mountain,  the  Kuh-i-Kala, 
with  perpetual  snow,  having,  I  believe,  an  elevation  of  12,000'  or  14,000'.  Between 
it  and  a  considerable  range  (the  Kuh-i-Sabz)  is  the  Tang-i-Siah.  From  S.E.  to  N.W. 
flows  the  second  tributary,  that  the  Karun  gains  on  its  left  bank.f  To  the  S.W.  is  the 
mighty  mass  of  mount  Garreh,  which  must  be  over  14,000'  in  height.  Between  this 
Ltft  and  Kuh-i-Sabz  the  Karun  escapes  from  the  valley  of  Ardal  through  the  tang  or  gorge 
of  IXuj  ulan.  Turning  oae's  back  to  Tang-i-Siah  and  looking  N. W.,  one  sees  the  valley  of 
the  Karun  proper  with  the  mountains  of  Zarda,  which  is  said  to  be  higher  than  either 
Garreh  or  Kala  ^  mountains.  Looking  N.  is  the  comparatively  insignificant  range  crossed 
br  the  Gardan-i-Zarah,  and  through  it  is  seen  to  break  the  river  from  Shamsabad  and 
Chahar  Mahal,  which  joins  the  Karun  herein  the  plain  of  Ardal. 

The  Kartin  at  Ardal  goes  by  the  name  of  the  Kuh-i-Rang  river.  Doubtless,  however, 
this  name  of  Kuh-i-Rang  is  the  origin  of  the  name  Karun.  At  Ardal,  Raza  Kali  Khan,  the 
second-in-command,  so  to  speak,  of  the  Bakhtiaris  has  his  head-quarters. 

The  best  road  from  Chaghakhur  is  route  No. (q.  v.). 

The  plateau  of  Ardal  is  devoid  of  trees,  though  the  lower  spurs  of  the  Kiih-i-Sabz  are 
earned  with  oaks.  The  level  part  of  the  plateau  showed  marks  of  cultivation,  but  now  of 
course  was  deserted,  as  all  the  lliats  had  marched  south  for  the  winter.  The  huts  olustered 
under  the  hills  looked  dismal  and  deserted.  The  snowfall  here  in  winter  is  described  aa 
tremendous. 


•  There  is  a  p«at  fn  the  direction  of  Chaghakhur  which  malee  and  men  find  ne>  difficulty  in  eroetiar  at  all 
angora  of  the  rear     From  8halanuaryou  go  to  Oehrt  and  from  Gerht  to  Chaghakhur. 

t  From  Ardal  there  la  a  road  to  Distal  vid  Bax&ft.  It  is  the  same  distance  to  the  plains  by  it  at  by  the  one  wt 
Mow.  hoi  far  mere  difficult  In  winter,  owing  to  the  elevation  it  crosses ;  in  fact,  it  is  said  to  be  impassable  at 
test  season..  Bekntiari  nomads  doubtless  follow  it  in  their  migration  :  but  this,  I  think,  is  because  it  leads  mors 
tbectlj  to  the  frees  plains  near  Disfal.  and  that  by  it  bo  passage  of  toe  Karun  Is  required,  as  it  keeps  to  the  N.W. 


£ie 


Route  No.  161 — contd. 
Isfahan  to  SAustar,  vid  Arddl — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  pi**. 


Description,  ft*. 


Baring  says  the  road  across  the  Gardan-i-Zarah  is  the  shortest  from  the  Khar! jf  valley 
to  Ardal,  but  is  never  likely  to  have  any  commercial  importance,  as  in  winter  it  is  clfon 
Ardal  he  describee  as  a  miserable  Bakhtiari  village  with  one  good  home. 


6.  DtJptfLlN 


104 


General  direction  S, 


Crossing  the  plateau  of  ArdAl  to  the  8., 
descend  into  the  deep  cut  gorge  of  the  Tang-i* 
8iah  river  which  flows  at  a  depth  of  l.OOO7  below.  The  plateau  lies  between  perpen- 
dicular cliffs  of  fine  limestone  and  conglomerate.  At  the  foot  of  the  cliffs  and  whenever 
there  is  holding  ground,  oaks,  ash  trees,  and  pistachios  are  plentiful. 

The  mules  come  rather  to  grief  over  the  descent.  After  meandering  for  some  2  mil** 
at  the  bottom  of  the  gorge,  reach  the  picturesquely  situated  village  of  Ddpulan  on  tha 
left  of  the  river. 

The  road  i*  certainly  a  very  bad  one,  especially  at  the  descent  to  the  river.  Dtip&lan  i*  a 
miserable  village  with  no  supplies  except  firewood.  Just  below  Dtiptilan  the  river  of  the 
Tang-i-Siah  falls  into  the  Ku  hi- Rang  river,  forming,  as  before  stated,  the  second  tributary 
on  its  left  bank.  The  former  is  spanned  by  a  wicker  bridge,  the  latter  by  one  of  brick  lately 
built  by  the  llkhani,  at  the  point  where  the  river  emerges  from  a  deep  gloom v  gorge.  Th# 
bridge  is  narrow  but  serviceable,  and  spans  the  stream  in  one  large  and  one  small  arch,  length, 
say,  20  yards. 


7.  HilisIt 


•  •« 
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General  direction  S.  for  14  miles,  then  8.  E. 
Leaving  I>upuian  cross  first  the  wicker  and 
then  the  brick  bridge,  and  ascend  the  side  of 
the  mountain,  which  is  a  N.  W.  spur  of  the 
Garreh  mountain.  Road  is  rough  in  places,  though  as  a  rule  good,  and  leads  through 
thickish  oak  forest  with  a  steady  ascent  to  an  elevation  of  7,850',  where  cross  the 
watershed,  a  saddle  back  between  the  Garreh  and  Arman  mountains,  and  descend  by  a> 
steep  track  to  some  cultivated  ground.  The  forest  here  is  of  onks,  40  feet  high,  and 
one  and  a  half  yards  girth.  Altitude  6,350'.  From  the  patch  of  cultivation  the  dWent 
is  through  a  narrow  gorge,  with  precipitous  sides,  which  could  easily  be  turned  into  m. 
nasty  obstacle  to  an  enemy.  The  road  is  rocky  and  goes  downwards,  but  only  to  again  rise 
steeply  to  6,600'  and  again  descend  to  6,400*,  when  it  once  more  rises  to  6,750' ;  then 
crossing  the  saddle  of  a  spur  from  the  Arman  mountain,  it  descends  into  a  gorge 
which  leads  down  into  the  valley  of  the  Hilis&t  stream  which  we  followed.    Altitude  4,850\ 

The  road  is  certainly  very  rough  and  the  frequent  up  and  downs  very  trying.  No  supplies) 
obtainable  except  rice. 

General  direction  W.  by  8. 
From  Hillisat  a  steep  mountain  is  ascended. 
altitude  6,900',  another  offshoot  from  the 
mighty  Garreh.  It  has  to  be  crossed,  and  its 
southern  slope  descended  to  the  valley  of  the  Rudbar  stream.  The  top  of  this  offshoot  was 
of  rolling  country  covered  with  fine  oaks.    The  road  good  and  open. 

The  springs  here  were  brackish.  The  view  looking  S.  and  W.  was  vary  fine.  On 
the  left  the  Karun  deep  down  in  precipitous  gorges  ;  here  and  there  are  seen  tributaries 
coming  into  it  from  the  W.  from  the  Kashgai  country,  which  country  showed  more  open 
vales  tnan  that  we  were  in.  Far  away  N.  W.  is  a  snow-capped  mountain,  which  it  seams 
must  he  the  Ktih-i- Dinar  of  the  Kaahgais.  Looking  8.  the  Kuh-i-Mangasht,  with  its 
loog  ridge,  snow-capped  and  rugged,  shows  as  yet  no  way  out  for  us  to  the  plains.  On  the 
right  is  Garreh  with  its  massive  head  frowning  on  the  Rudbar,  which  flows  along  ita  southern 
base.  A  few  miles  farther  and  we  are  on  the  top  of  the  almost  precipitous  cliff  thai  forms 
the  left  bank  of  the  Rudbar. 


8.  B6dbXb 
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Route  No.  161— ctmli. 
Isfahan  to  SAustar,  vid  Arddl—contd* 


Stage  or  halting  plate. 


Dxravcs,  XV  XXLM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &e. 


The  descent  into  the  Rudbar  valley  was  abominable ;  nothing  hat  males  and  carefully 
led  Persian  horses  could  accomplish  it  without  accident.  It  is  quite  as  had  as  the  Kainanj 
Kotal  on  the  Bushahr  road,  but  fully  twice  as  long.  A  road  here  would  indeed  be  difficult, 
and  for  wheel  traffic  impossible.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  such  a  road  could  be  made 
further  up  the  Rudbar  at  Shalil,  where  there  is  said  to  he  a  bridge.  The  Rudbar  was  easily 
fordable,  150  yards  in  width  and  2£'  deep;  it  is  a  rapid  and  picturesque  stream.  We 
encamped  on  its  banks.    Altitude  about  3,08(y. 


9.  Dih-i-Diz 


12 
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General  direction  W.  The  road  up  is  simply 
terrible,  it  is  rough,  steep,  and  slippery.  The  Sha- 
lil road  must  be  better  than  the  one  we  traversed, 
\  as  Mr.  Mackenzie  who  followed  it  writes  thus  : — 
M  Shalil  to  Dih-i-Diz,  altitude  about  5,1 SO7,  easy  and  gradual  descent  to  a  main  feeder 
of  the  Karnn  at  about  3,250*;  crossed  by  a  wicker  bridge  across  a  fissure  in  the  rocks; 
dangerous  crossing  for  animals  ;  old  bridge  above  in  ruins  ;  thence  ascend  to  3,850V' 

Evidently  the  route  vid  Shalil  is  the  beaten  track  and  is  much  better  than  the  one  vid 
Rudhar.  On  the  high  ground  the  road  is  good  and  descends  by  an  easy  gradient  of  1,000*  to 
IKh-i-Diz.  At  Dih-i-Diz  there  is  an  old  fort  roughly  built  of  unhewn  stone  with  mortar. 
Around  are  nomad  huts  and  a  few  houses  of  poor  people  ;  a  large  open  upland  is  in  front  of 
the  village  dotted,  as  usual,  with  oaks  and  patches  of  cultivation. 
The  village  contains  about  a  hundred  houses. 


10.  Gudab  B£l6t£e 


10J 
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General  direction  W.  Easy  road  the  whole  way. 
From  Dih-i-Diz  descend  steadily  down  a  water- 
course to  the  bank 8  of  the  Katun,  a  distance 
of  3  farsakhs  through  wooded  oountry.  The 
road  not  bad  for  mules.  The  guides  preceded  us,  and  got  a  raft  of  inflated  skins  ready  to 
ferry  our  baggage  across.  The  river  here  was  deep  and  flowing,  say,  5  miles  an  hour,  and  at 
thi*  «ea*on  it  is  40  yards  in  width.  Its  banks  showed  marks  of  a  rise  of  10'  or  \2f  during 
•pring  floods  when  the  width  would  be  60  yards.  Our  horses  and  baggage  animals  had  to  be 
•wntn  aero**.  This  situation  of  Gudar  Balutak  is  admirably  adapted  for  a  flying  bridge, 
and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  working  of  such  a  bndge  if  a  good  stout  boat  were 
built  for  the  purpose.  Laden  mules  could  then  make  the  passage  in  a  few  minutes. 
The  left  bank  requires  a  road  made  to  the  water's  edge,  as  it  is  precipitous  for  a  height 
of  5t/.  A  bridge  is  being  built  about  20  miles  lower  down.  Supplies  scarce,  except 
water  and  firewood. 


11.  MXl  AmIb 
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General  direction  W.  by  N.  The  road  rises 
gently  from  the  river  bank  and  is  good  ;  it  makes 
for  a  gorge,  and  passes  through  it,  following  a 
valley  between  the  S.  E.  end  of  the  Mangasht 
range  and  an  out  Winy  spur  of  that  mountain.  The  Karon  river  is  here  left  for  good. 
The  road  noun  de-ce'id*  again  and  is  rough  for  4  miles  to  where  it  enters  a  watercourse. 
The  course  is  little  better  than  a  cleft  at  an  altitude   of  8,000.' 

Some  way  up  this  gorge  a  side  gulch  is  followed  to  the  left  and  a  curious  old  paved  way, 

Ait*  n/j  a  a*y  *ne  R»h*i*Sultanf »  leads  to  the  open  plain  above.    Then  a 

1    e  •     *  very  difficult  piece  of  road  is  encountered,  as  a  descent  has  to 

be  made  over  the  face  of  a  limestone  hill  rounded  in  form  and  to  all  appearance  smooth 
until  reached,  when  th«*  terrible  rifts  and  rubble  stones  that  break  up  it*  surface  prove  to 
form  one  of  the  worst  bits  of  road  yet  encountered.  A  way  would  have  to  be  built  up  this 
f*<-v, and  for  wheel  traffic  this  would  cost  a  large  sum  of  money.  There  is  no  avoiding  this  hill 
nor  any  of  the  gorges.    The  Maldmfr  plain  once  reached,  all  is  easy  to  the  "  Teppc."    Altitude 


29 


218 


Routb  No.  161— tontd. 
hfahdn  to  8h4$tar,  vid  Jrddl-^coniA. 


Stage  or  halting  plate. 


DiBTuroB,  or  sow. 
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Description,  ft*. 


of  plain  2,930*.  It  is  overgrown  with  camel-thorn,  but  is  cultivated  in  the  centre  and  at  it* 
western  end,  where  H  is  irrigated.  The  Tillage  consists  of  a  group  of  reed  hats  on  an  eminence. 
Supplies  plentiful.  * 


12.  Kala-i-TUl 
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General  direction  S.  by  B.  At  Milamfr  one  is 
fairly  out  of  the  mountains,  though  there  is  still 
some  hilly  country  to  encounter,  yet  it  is  ail  of 
one  description,  viz.,  gypsum  and  inarl,  or  *'  gat  ch- 
match,"  as  the  Persians  say.  Quitting  Malamfr  plain  at  its  8.  E.  corner  by  a  Taller  srirh 
many  tall  reeds  scattered  about,  turn  sharp  to  the  S.  of  the  Talley  between  rocky  hills,  bnt 
for  which  rocky  hills  and  the  absence  of  a  stream  down  it,  it  would  be  like  an  English  park* 

Tall  grass  now,  somewhat  dry,  surrounds  the  stately  oaks  which  are  dotted  here  and 
there.  The  road  emerges  from  this  Talley  on  to  a  barren  stony  plain,  in  the  centre  of  which  is 
soon  a  barrow  or  Teppe  crowned  by  the  fort  of  Kala-i-Tul.  This  is  the  stronghold  of  a 
certain  Mirza  Aga  Khan,  who  looks  en  the  Hkliani  as  his  siiEeraiii,  though  he  is  more  or  ]*«» 
independent  of  that  Chief.  This  Khan's  subjects  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Kartin  are  called 
Chaharlang,  and  were  formerly  at  deadly  feud  with  the  Haft- Lang,  or  those  who  dwell  on 
the  right  bank  ;  bnt  the  llkhani  has  altered  all  this. 

From  the  N.  at  a  distance  the  fort  of  Kala-i-Tdl  is  like  Quetta,  bnt  from  the  &  side 
it  looked  like  an  unfinished  church.  It  could  not  be  taken  without  artillery  if  held  by 
resolute  men.  It  would  hold  a  garrison  of  3,000  and  has  a  well  inside  the  rampart*. 
The  door  is  well,  protected  by  Hanking  fire  and  from  direct  attack,  a  remarkable  thing  in 
Persia.  Mirza  Aga  Khan  is  repairing  this  fort,  which  is  built  in  two  tiers,  that  to  the  N. 
being  the  lower. 

The  road  may  be  called  good,  and  supplies  are  tolerably  plentiful ;  bnt  there  is  no 
along  this  stage. 


13.  S4Bak£hob  RfD 

Z&BD  OB  SjLB-lsii. 


13 


213 


General  direction  8.  Leaving  the  fort*  go 
£.  W.  over  the  barren  plain  ;  cross  a  low  spur, 
descend  into  another  portion  of  the  plain  still 
with  no  stpns  of  cultivation.  On  the  far  side 
one  poor  small  Tillage  of  Bagh-i-Malik,  where  there  is  rice  cultivation  on  the  banks  of  a 
stream,  and  the  wild  myrtle  clumps  look  fresh  and  handsome.  Leave  the  ruins  of  Maa-Zanik 
on  left,  and  following  the  course  of  the  Ab-i-Zard  and  crossing  it,  go  through  a  pass  in  some 
low  pitch  (gypsum)  hills,  and  then  6.  for  3  fanakh*  over  a  Tile  road  to  Ser-Aatiah  at 
Rlid-i-Zard.  Just  before  reaching  this  I  Hat  Tillage,  recross  the  Ab-i-Zard.  It  is  here  ft? 
wide  and  3'  deep  and  turns  several  mills.  There  are  some  patches  of  rice  cultiTatian  oo 
its  banks.    Supplies  scarce. 


14  GfaolB 
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General  direction  K.  W.  There  is  a  slight 
through  the  low  hills  of  roughish  galea*  To 
the  8.  the  country  is  a  hummucky  mass  of  gjp»u» 
hills.  Cross  the  upper  courses  of  several  streams 
draining  down  from  the  watershed  of  the  Kdh-i-Asmiri,  which  from  Gorgfr  extends  to 
Bdd-i-Zard,  though  it  is  only  near  the  former  place  thai  the  bill  gains  the  elevation  which 
makes  it  a  landmark  all  over  the  southern  country. 

The  streams  are  sluggish,  with  deep  pools  cut  out  of  the  gypsum  beds.  Fish  14  inches  long. 
The  road  not  bad  to  the  highest  point,  bnt  beyond  this  to  Gtirgfr  it  is  stony  and  terribly 
rough.    Altitude  1,480*. 

Gorgfr  is  a  wretched  plaee  in  an  open  patch  amongst  the  gatch  hula  and  at  the  tvU 
of  the  bare  Kdh-i-AsmaH ;  the  people  are  Saiyids,  and  consequently  of  course  in  J 
The  crops  here  and  there  look  quite  insufficient  to  support  the  population. 


/• 


:r 


II  $»»■--»  ^» 


Tin. 


-j4-      -» 


s. 


IB 

Jl 
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Routb  No.  162— contd. 
Isfahan  to  Sh&star,  via  the  Chahdr  Mahal  and  Bdzuft — contd. 


8tage  or  halting  plaoe. 


8.  KtTH-I-SAPfD  PaB8 


9.  Chbllow 

10.  Shimbab 


•  •• 


•  •• 


11.  Chal-i-MokIb  ... 


12.  Dnia 

13.  Ahdakob 

14.  GOTWAKD 

15.  Shtjstab 


•  •• 


#•• 


•  •• 


••• 


DlCTAVCl,  XV  MILIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


16 
20 
20 
16 
16 
20 
36 
18 


Total. 


140 
160 
180 
196 
212 
232 
268 
286 


Description,  Ac. 


Over  undulating  hills. 
Some  very  steep  hills. 

Below  the  Ktih-i-Monar. 


Level  ground. 

Ditto. 
The  distances  above  given  are  of  course  onlr  *P* 
proximate.    The  last  from  Gotwand  certainly 
appears  to  be  over-estimated. 


Route  No.  163. 

IsfahIn  to  Tabbas,  via  AbdaxXn. 


Authority.STKWAVLT. 


Stags  or  halting  place. 


1.  HiBfainXp 


2.  Yabt^x 


»•• 


••• 


3.  Fashabi 


••• 


Dxkahcs,  ur  xiLsa. 


Interme- 
diate. 


11 


18 


16 


TotaL 


•M 


29 


45 


Description,  Ac. 


Direction     N.  W.    A    very    wretched    cars- 

vansaraL 

Direction  W.  At  2J  miles  cross  a  small 
stream  of  good  water  ;  the  rest  of  the  war  orer 
a  salt  desert.  Varttin  is  a  small  village  with 
good  water. 


Skirt  the  range  of  hills  N.  of  the  road.    At  6 
miles  a  hauz  of  sweet  water.    From  this  point  s 
road  turns  off  to  Ardistan  through  Zifreb.    At 
12  miles  approach  the  hills.    Fashark  is  a  prttty 
village  among  orchards*  with  about  400  inhabitants* 


4.  MABBonirtix 


6.  BullabId 


••• 


*•• 


18 


25 


63 


88 


Through  partly  cultivated  country,  lluhkmuo 
is  a  very  ruinous  place* 

A  miserable  village,  15  miles  from  Nain. 
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Route  No.  163— contd. 

Isfahan  to  Tabbasy  via  Ardahdn — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


15.  BiMBfz 


7.  NiuauMBia 


8.   ChIh-NiXt 


9.  Sabb 


•♦• 


••« 


»*• 


DiRAirct,  nr  xxus. 


Interme- 
diate, 


Total. 


10.  ABDAXilf 


11.  Hours 


••• 


11 


12 


13 


12 


17 


35 


99 


111 


124 


136 


163 


188 


Description,  Ac. 


Through  Kudono.  Bambfz  is  a  village  of  50O 
inhabitants. 

Through  a  barren  country.  Caravansarai  and 
post-house. 

A  fine  caravansarai  and  covered  tank;  the* 
latter  empty.    No  sweet  water  available. 

The  road  now  leaves  the  Tazd  route  and  goes 
through  fertile  country  to  the  pretty  village  of 
Sarb. 

Through  fairly  fertile  country  to  Ardakan. 
20,000  inhabitants.    Walled  town  with  ditch. 


For  the  first  few  miles  cultivation  ;  then  baie 
desert  for  hundreds  of  miles,  with  only  a  few 
villages  here  and  there.  At  the  12th  mile  the 
hills  approach  the  road,  and  at  the  13th  the 
Haus-i-saiid  IB  reached.  Here  there  are  3  reservoirs,  but  very  little  water.  At  22  miles  leave 
the  plain  and  march  by  a  wide  open  pass  through  the  hills.  At  27  miles  a  spring  of  sweet 
water  and  a  ruined  caravansarai.  At  33  miles  the  country  opens  out.  Homin  is  a  little4 
village  of  20  houses. 


12.BuiB 


t»* 


29 


217 


The  road  follows  a  great  ravine  for  many 
miles,  and  this  ravine  is  the  only  spot  where* 
there  would  be  any  difficulty  with  guns.  The 
whole  road  from  Isfahan  to  Mashhad  is  perfectly 
practicable  for  guns.  At  the  7th  mile  the  road  from  Ydzd  joins  in.  At  the  9th  mile,  there 
is  a  spring  known  as  Dih-Ealli.  At  12th  mile  leave  the  ravine  and  march  over  a  barren 
plain.    At  29th  mile  Sarai  of  Rizab.    Water  brackish. 


13.  SubkhXn  or 

Svkajvd. 


ll  Ptiht-i-BadXm 


13 


38 


230 


268 


Over  the  usual  desert.  Sukand  is  a  small  vil- 
lage with  fresh  water,  a  half  ruined  fort,  and  a 
fine  Sarai. 


A  terrible  descent  for  14  miles  to  the  ruined 
village  of  Illahabad,  where  there  is  a  fine  sarai 
and  a  deep  well  with  brackish  water.  Then  across 
a  Kavir  or  salt  desert  for  many  miles.  At  last  an 
open  pass  through  low  hills  is  reaohed.  This  extends  for  3  miles ;  then  a  bare  stony  plain 
and  then  the  wretched  village  of  Pusht-i-Badam  with  its  bad  sarai  and  brackish  water. 


15.  Bub1t-i-Kh1k 


tM 


39 


307 


This  is  the  woret  march  on  the  whole  route. 
Over  the  desert  for  4J  miles,  where  a  poor  little 
hamlet  and  tower  with  a  spring  ort  brackish 
water  is  passed.  At  18  miles  a  tower  with  a  fine 
ory  reservoir,  built  on  a  small  ridge,  which  forms  the  dividing  line  between  the  Governments 
of  Ya*d  and  Khurasan.  The  road  now  goes  through  very  bad  sand  dunes.  At  24  miles 
■•and  a  low  rocky  ridge.    At  32  miles  a  tiny  spring  of  good  water,  known  as  Chasma 
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Route  No.  168 — concli. 
hfahdn  to  Tab  bat,  via  Atdak&n— conoid. 


Stage  or  haltio*  place. 


DiPTxxci,  nr  uus. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  4c. 


Shutarin,  near  a  tower.  The  road  continues  over  a  plain  withpatehes of  heavy  sand,  and 
then  through  an  open  para  with  low  hill*  for  2  iniles.  Rubat-i-Khan  is  a  fine  sarai  with 
brackish  water  in  a  spring  close  by.    It  is  the  first  village  in  Khurasan. 


16.  JXpisIbId         or 
J£fir6. 


17.  ChahXe-Dih     ... 


18.  Tabbas 


28 

335 

28 

363 

■ 

10 

373 

Over  a  rough  and  desert  country,  crossing  a 
rough  part  known  an  the  Tang-i-DrL  Jafirabad 
i*  a  fairly  fertile  village  with  60  inhabitant*. 

At  12  miles  Shorab.  14  hours*  march  bring* 
one  to  Chahar«Dih,  the  four  hamlets  of  which 
aggregate  800  inhabitants.  Water  fresh  and 
good. 

From  here  them  are  two  caravan  roads  to 
Mashhad, — the  one  vid  Bajistan,  the  other  **d 
Mashhad. 


A  town  of  5,000  inhabitants  and  the  residence 

of  the  Governor  of  Tan-o-Tabbas.    The   route 

between  Isfahan  and  Tabbas  is  quite  impracticable 

for  an  army,  as  there  is  not  sufficient  water  at 

each  stage  to  supply  even  a  small  body  of  troops. 


lafAflls  to  TiHBJbf,  vid  KashIn  and 
Vidt «  Buahahr  to  Tihrio"  (Route  No.  107). 


Route  No.  164. 
IsfahIn  to  Yazd. 


Jnt&oritj. — Smith. 


BUfSoraaluofpUoeu 


1.  GvlvIbId 


••• 


Description,  Ac. 


The  road  from  Isfahan  to  Yaid  consists  of  three 
natural  divisions :— 1st,  50  miles  or  Bendy  as, 
in  an  easterly  direction,  over  the  flat  plan  of 
Isfahan;  2nd,  SO  miles  in  the  same  direction 
<j?er  hiPy  ground,  the  continuation  evidently  of  the  great  range  of  hills  that  pawes  by  Kda, 
KashIn,  jEfirAd,  and  Natans ;  and  3rd,  120  miles  in  a  south-easterly  direction  over  an  offshoot 
of  the  great  plain  of  Khurasan.  Coming  from  Tihran  to  Yazd  by  Isfahan,  one  UoonssquenUj 
obliged  to  cross  the  Ktihrdd  range  twice,  first  at  Kuhrud  itself,  when  the  hiDs  axe  high  and 


•8S 


HotJW  No.  164— ewifcf. 
Itfahdn  to  YaeS^-conid. 


8ta|»  or  halting  plaeft. 


Description, 


rocky,  and  frequently  impassable  from  snow  in  winter ;  and  secondly,  50  miles  to  the  east- 
ward of  Isfahan,  where  they  are  much  lower  and  less  precipitous ;  whereas  the  direct  road 
from  Tihran,  by  Kashan  and  Nain,  is  over  one  continuous  plain.  Starting  from  Julfa,  we 
rode  nearly  4  miles  along  the  southern  or  right  hank  of  the  Zaindarud,  which  we  crossed 
bv  the  lowest  of  the  five  fine  bridges  of  Isfahan.  Thence  our  road  passed  over  7  or  8  mile* 
of  a  well  cultivated  district  irrigated  from  the  river,  and  containing  several  villages  surrounded 
It  trees  and  pigeon  towers.  From  the  fields  and  gardens  we  gradually  ascended  above  the 
level  of  the  irrigation  in  the  direction  of  a  prominentpeak  at  the  northern  end  of  an  isolated 
hill  which  we  afterwards  passed  close  to  our  right.  This  peak  is  nearly  east  of  Julfa,  and 
is  distinctly  seen  from  Isfahan.  From  this  point  we  again  descended  to  an  extensive 
plain  on  the  level  of  the  irrigation,  in  which  was  situated,  some  4  miles  off,  the  village  of 
Gufaabad,  14  miles  from  Isfahan,  where  we  halted  for  the  night. 


1  Sagxi 


15 


29 


The  road  is  over  a  perfectly  flat  desert  plain, 
with  large  patches  ot  white  salt  excrescence  on 
the  surface.  On  the  northern  horizon  are  the 
hills  in  prolongation  of  the  Kiihrud  range,  and 
"n  the  southern  beyond  the  Zaindarud,  the  lofty  range  containing  the  well -de  fined  peak 
of  Kala-i-KAzL.  Sagzi  is  a  considerable  fortified  village,  with  a  good  oaravansarai  outside 
the  walla. 


3.  KtHPi 


and  another  6  miles  further  on. 


21 


4.  LaohabXh 


30 


60  1    The  road,  which  is  very  good,  passes  over  a  bare 
flat  desert,  with  a  slight  gradual  rise  towards 
Kuhpi.     10  miles  from  Sagzi,  on  the  road-side, 
we  passed  a  small  hauz  or  tank  of  rain-water 
The  oaravansarai  at  Et&hp4  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Persia. 


80 


From  Kuhpa  the  road  ascends  by  a  gentle  slope 
to  the  foot  of  the  range,  to  the  left  of  the  road 
which  we  have  been  gradually  approaching  since 
we  left  Isfahan.  6  miles  from  Kuhpa  we  saw 
a  few  house*  close  to  the  road  on  our  right  and  a  village  about  a  mile  off  to  our  left.  Within 
4  miles  of  the  entrance  to  the  hills,  and  about  11  miles  from  Kuhpa,  we  passed  the  larger, 
)i»lf  ruined  village  of  Mashkintin  ;  a  mile-and-a-half  to  the  S.  by  W.  a  small  domed  tomb  called 
Imam  Zadah  Kasira.  Close  to  the  foot  of  the  hills,  3  or  4  miles  to  our  left,  we  saw  a  number 
•»f  cultivated  places  and  small  villages.  At  the  point  where  our  road  entered  the  hills 
Untile*  from  Mashkinun),  we  passed  the  village  of  Tudasht,  whence  we  wound  along  a 
vahVv  deeply  covered  with  snow  an<  containing  many  small  villages ;  among  others,  Sadikabid, 
1  mile*,  and  Paperanna,  6  miles,  from  Tudasht.  When  passing  the  crest  we  observed,  some 
12  or  15  miles  to  our  right,  an  extensive  sheet  of  water,  whioh  doubtless  was  the  lake 
surrounded  by  marshes,  in  which  the  waters  of  the  Zaindarud  are  dispersed  and  lost. 


5.  BAMBfs 


••• 


16 


96 


From  Lagharah  the  road  descends,  winding 
along  between  the  hills  until  it  emerges  at  their 
foot  on  a  glacis  slope  facing  the  eastward,  on 
which,  some  4  miles  from  the  last  of  the  bills,  is 
■itnated  the  large  village  of  Bambiz,  at  which  we  halted.  In  the  valleys  between  the  hills  we 
pa«ed  a  good  many  villages,  each  provided  with  a  small  tower.  Ptidar,  the  largest  of  these 
vi'Ugt*,  situated  about  7  miles  from  Lagharah,  has  a  good  sized  square  fort.  Most  of  the 
riilagf*,  we  were  told,  are  the  property  of  inhabitants  of  Nain.  The  last  of  the  hills  whioh 
ve  pa>s*d,  before  debouching  on  the  plain,  are  of  dark  colour  and  fantastic  form.  One  of 
tht m,  by  the  side  of  the  road,  4  miles  from  Bambfz,  is  a  sugarloaf -shaped  peak,  seen  as  a 
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Route  No.  163 — concld. 
Isfahan  io  Tabbds,  via  Arttakdn — conoid, 


fltago  or  haltla*  place. 


Duzijrci,  xv  mhjcs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Shutar&n,  near  a  tower.  The  road  continues  over  a  plain  with  patches  of  heavy  sand,  and 
then  through  an  open  pass  with  low  hills  for  2  wiles.  Rubat-t-Khan  is  a  fine  sarai  with 
brackish  water  in  a  spring  olose  by.    It  is  the  first  village  in  Khura«an. 

Over  a  rough  and  desert  country,  crossing  s 
rough  part  known  as  the  Tang-i-DrL  Jifirabad 
is  a  fairly  fertile  Tillage  with  00  ;-Lt?A— A 


16.  J£fikXb£i> 
Ja>ir6. 


or 


17.  ChahXb-Dih 


18.  Tabbas 


.  28 

335 

28 

363 

, 

10 

373 

At  12  miles  Shorab.  14  hours'  march  bring* 
one  to  Chahar«Dih,  the  four  hamlets  of  which 
aggregate  800  inhabitants.  Water  fresh  and 
good. 

From  here  there  are  two  caravan  roads  to 
Mashhad, — the  one  vid  B&jistan,  the  other  oid 
MashhacL 


A  town  of  5,000  inhabitants  and  the  residence 

of  the  Governor  of  Tan-o-Tabbas.    The    rout* 

between  Isfahan  and  Tabbas  is  quite  impracticmbl* 

for  an  army*  as  there  is  not  sufficient  water  at 

each  stage  to  supply  even  a  small  body  of  troops. 


IsjabIn  to  TihbJj*,  vid  KashIn  and  B<;m. 
Fide  «  Bushahr  to  Tihrin"  (Route  No.  107). 


Eoute  No.  164. 
IsfahXk  to  Yazd. 


Authority. — Smith. 


fltags  or  aaltiBf  plsca> 


1.  GvlhIbId 


•#• 


loterme- 

ttete. 


14 


ToUL 


14 


Description,  *c 


The  road  from  Isfahan  to  Yasd  consists  of  three 
natural  divisions :— 1st,  50  miles  or  nearly  ao» 
in  an  easterly  direction,  over  the  flat  ptam  of 
(Isfahan;  2nd,  30  miles  in  the  same  atactica 
MPr  ground,  the  continuation  evidently  of  the  great  range  of  hills  that  passes  by  Kdos, 
Kashin,  TtnbrAd,  and  Natani ;  and  3rd,  120  miles  in  a  south-easterly  direction  over  an  offend* 
fli  the  great  plain  of  Khurasan*  Coming  from  TOnin  to  Yazd  by  Isfahan,  one  k  consequently 
obliged  to  cross  the  Ktihrud  range  twice,  first  at  Kuhrtid  itself,  when  the  hills  are  Ugh  and 


ees 


Authority.— Abbott. 


Route  No.  165. 

IsfahXn  to  Yazd,  vid  Vaet<Jk. 


Stags  or  baltl&g  place. 


DlflffAJTCS.  UT  MILEB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &o. 


1.  Dihk6w 


5i 


••• 


On  leaving  the  city  to  our  right,  extending 
over  some  miles,  lay  one  field  of  ruins,  without 
an  inhabitant.  Our  direction  lay  E.  along  a 
good  road  close  to  a  streamlet  flowing  in  the 
same  direction,  and  known  as  the  Mur^hab. 
At  the  end  of  5£  miles  we  reach  the  village 
Dihntin.  The  village  certainly  appeared  poor  enough,  but  was  the  first  inhabited  one  we  had 
reached  in  the  space  of  nearly  6  miles,  and  on  every  side  were  scattered  far  and  near  the 
rains  of  others. 


1  VAST** 


«•• 


20J 


26 


We  travelled  over  a  smooth  plain  where  pre- 
sently all  cultivation  ceased  ;  and  at  the  5th 
mile,  entering  upon  a  Kavir,  or  salt  tract,  we 
proceeded  for  2J  miles  across  it.  Small  streams 
intersecting  this  plain  flow  eastward.  The 
surface  is  white  with  the  salt  or  soda,  and  the 

•"il  frequently  soft  and  rotten,  or  firm,  hut  utterly  barren.     After  the  13th  mile  we  reached 

a  fine,  dry,  gravelly  tract,  free  from  traces  of  salt,  and  with  a  sprinkling  of  shrubs  and  thorns. 

At  the  end  of  20J  miles  we  alighted  at  the  village  Vartun.    This   wretched  village  contains 

iboct  20  families,  with  some  gardens  and  trees. 


S.  Pashabk 


Ifood  water. 
»  sheep-fold. 


14 


40 


Our  path  led  E.  over  a  hard,  gravelly  plain 
by  a  gentle  ascent,  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
5th  mile  we  passed  to  our  left,  at  a  distance 
of  about  3  miles,  the  village  Zifreh,  situated 
under  the  mountains  at  the  opening  of  a 
valley.  At  the  6th  mile  occurred  a  reservoir  of 
Towards  the  end  of  the  11th  mile  we  reached  a  small  plantation  of  trees  and 
The  path  thence  led,  E.  for  2 J  miles,  to  a  pretty  spot  of  cultivated  land, 
and  tree*  covering  a  considerable  space.  And  about  $  of  a  mile  beyond  brought  us  to  the 
Tillage  Fashark.  Faahark  is  a  pretty  village  of  some  60  or  60  houses,  situated  close  under 
the  mountains  and  surrounded  by  gardens  and  groves. 


4.  TVdabht 


20 


60 


From  Fashark  the  road  led  in  a  direction  over 
low  hills  extending  from  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains. At  6  J  miles  we  reached  the  hamlet  of 
Jabal,  consisting  of  a  few  huts  amid  gardens 
and  trees.  Far  off,  in  a  S.  E.  direction,  a  long 
#  ^  streak    of    salt   Kavir    was    shining    brightly. 

This  is  the  marsh  of  Oava  Khan  ah,  where  the  waters  of  the  Zaindarud  are  absorbed. 

Leaving  Jabal,  we  soon  reached  the  plain,  and  at  8|  miles  we  came  to  Akhard,  another 
katnlet  like  the  preceding.  At  a  mile  beyond  was  that  of  Kiki,  situated  2  miles  on  our 
kft  At  12 J  miles  we  reached  Jizzeh,  formerly  a  large  village,  but  now  partly  in  ruins  ; 
mkI  at  the  16th  mile  we  came  to  Mashkinun,  a  large  but  very  ruinous- looking  village. 
Tndaiht  lies  at  the  foot  of  some  hills,  which,  springing  from  the  main  range  on  the  N., 
exttnd  some  12  miles  into  the  plain  in  a  southerly  dinnstion. 


&  BlKBf* 


23 


83 


At* the  1st  mile,  in  an  easterly  direction*  we 
passed  three  or  four  huts,  and  then  proceeded 
through  hills,  by  a  slight  a^Ci'Tit,  gradually  beating 
to  th*   N.  of  E.  to  i  a-Brehneh,  which  is  a  little 


30 


224 


Route  No.  164— amcAf. 
Isfahan  to  Tazd— conoid. 


Ittage  or  limiting  place. 


DiiTurc*.  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  ftc. 


-clear  landmark  from  a  great  distance  on  the  Tazd  road.  Bambfz  is  a  village  of  perhaps  80  or 
100  bouses  in  the  open  plain,  with  no  trees  or  gardens  and  but  very  little  cultivation. 
No  caravansarai. 


6.  Naugumbaz 


12 


108 


The  road  descends  very  gradually  the  whole 
way  over  the  slope  from  the  foot  of  the  hill*. 
At  Naugumbaz  wn  joined  the  direct  post-road 
from  Tihran  to  Y&zd,  vi&  Kashan.     There  is  a 

good  caravansarai  of  Shah  Abbas,  a  post-house,  and  a  walled  enclosure,  bat  no   Tillage. 

The  water  is  salt,  and  there  is  almost  no  cultivation. 


7.  ShahbIbad 


26 


134 


Rode  over  12  miles  of  flat  gravelly  desert  to  a 
newly  built  tank  of  rain-water.  After  halting  fir 
breakfast,  we  continued  our  journey  over  a  vn 
similar  country,  passing  4  miles  from  the  Uol 
the  new  oaravansarai  of  Chah  Nau.  and  7  miles  further  the  village  of  ShahrabaVi,  ab<  ut  3 
miles  from  Akda,  where  we  halted  for  the  night.  The  road  is  over  a  flat  desert  the  wM 
w»y,  until  within  a  few  miles  of  Akda,  where  the  ground  is  much  cut  up  with  w%t»*r- 
courses  and  band  tit.  Akda  is  a  small  walled  town  of  somewhat  picturesque  appearing, 
provided  with  a  good  post-house  and  a  new  caravansarai. 


8.  Maib6t 


31 


165 


Four  miles  from  Akda  we  pass  on  our  left  tie 
village  of  Shamgdbad,  containing  some  &>  or  >> 
houses;  and  3  miles  further  on  a  small  tank, 
where  a  road  branched  off  to  our  left.  Two  nr  i-» 
from  the  tank  another  road  leads,  at  an  acute  angle,  to  the  right.  12  miles  from  Ak^.i  *f 
arrived  at  the  ruined  caravansarai  aud  deserted  post-house  of  Chafta.  The  road  f* 
Naugumbaz  to  Chafta  is  over  an  extensive  plun,  with  the  Akda  range  about  8  or  It)  milt*  t 
the  right,  and  high  hills,  some  20  miles,  to  the  left.  For  the  fir*t  6  miles  from  I'hata 
the  road  is  level  as  before,  and  then  crosses  some  other  undulating  ground,  with  promim-T.t 
low  hills  to  the  right,  whicii  stand  isolated  in  the  middle  of  the  plain.  Some  9  mile*  frmi 
Chafta,  a  road  branches  acutely  to  the  left,  leading  in  the  direction  of  the  *n»ill  town  »  f 
Bafru,  about  4  or  5  miles  from  Maihut.  From  the  ]*>int  of  bifurcation  the  road  is  flat  and 
good  until  within  4  miles  of  Mai  but,  whence  it  goex  over  ground  much  broken  and  cut  np 
with  old  kandts.  At  this  part  of  the  road  the  soil  is  well  cultivated,  and  there  are  nameri't:* 
gardens.  About  a  mile  from  the  post-house  we  passed  an  old  castellated-looking  village  on 
our  right  called  Bideh. 

9.  HihatXbXd 


16 


artificially.    Emerging  from  the 
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Xeailv  the  whole  of  the  distance  to-dav  th#» 
road  lay  through  villages  and  cultivation.  For 
the  first  4  mil«*st  as  on  the  other  side  of  Mai  but, 
the  ground  is  very  uneven,  both  naturally  and 
broken  ground,  we  passed  a  large  village  marked  by  a 
cypress  tree,  about  2  miles  to  our  left ;  4  miles  from  llimatabad  we  paxsed  on  both  »tdr»  i  f 
the  road,  the  ruins  of  what  must  have  been  an  extensive  town,  and  beyond  it,  on  oar  Uf\ 
the  large  modern  village  of  Shamsabad. 


10.  Yazd 


20 


201 


The  first  part  of  the  way  was  along  a  b«Ty 
sandy  road,  aiaon^  low  sandy  hills  ;  then  ratne  a 
little  cultivation  at  the  village  of  Ashkix  r.  and 
then  sand  again  unto  within  6  or  6  mil*-*  *f 
Tazd,  where  we  passed  the  village  of  Tifl  Omar,  and  soon  after  a  large  village  on  our  l»  f\ 
with  a  crenellated  castle.    Thence  to  the  town  we  crossed  a  hard  dry  plain. 
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On  leaving  the  city  to  our  right,  extending 
over  some  miles,  lay  one  field  of  ruins,  without 
an  inhabitant.  Our  direction  lay  E.  along  a 
good  road  close  to  a  streamlet  flowing  in  the 
same  direction,  and  known  as  the  Murghab. 
At  the  end  of  5 J  miles  we  reach  the  village 
Dihnun.  The  village  certainly  appeared  poor  enough,  but  was  the  first  inhabited  one  we  had 
reached  in  the  space  of  nearly  6  miles,  and  on  every  side  were  scattered  far  and  near  the 
ruins  of  others. 


2.  vABrfir 


••• 


20£ 


26 


We  travelled  over  a  smooth  plain  where  pre- 
sently all  cultivation  ceased  ;  and  at  the  5th 
mile,  entering  upon  a  Kavir,  or  salt  tract,  we 
proceeded  for  2J  miles  across  it.  Small  streams 
intersecting  this  plain  flow  eastward.  The 
surface  is  white  with  the  salt  or  soda,  and  the 

r»fl  frequently  soft  and  rotten,  or  firm,  but  utterly  barren.     After  the  13th  mile  we  reached 

ft  fine,  dry,  gravelly  tract,  free  from  traces  of  salt,  and  with  a  sprinkling  of  shrubs  and  thorns. 

At  the  end  of  20|  miles  we  alighted  at  the  village  Varttin.    This   wretched  village  contains 

about  20  families,  with  some  gardeus  and  trees. 


S.  Fashabx 


jpod  water, 
ft  tbeep-fold. 


Towards 


14 
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Our  path  led  E.  over  a  hard,  gravelly  plain 
by  a  gentle  ascent,  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
5th  mile  we  passed  to  our  left,  at  a  distance 
of  about  3  miles,  the  village  Zifreh,  situated 
under  the  mountains  at  the  opening  of  a 
valley.     At  the  6th  mile  occurred  a  reservoir  of 

the  end  of  the  11th  mile  we  reached  a  small  plantation  of  trees  and 

r — „..     The  path  thence   led,  E.  for  2 J  miles,  to  a  pretty   spot  of  cultivated   land, 

and  trees  covering  a  considerable  space.  And  about  \  of  a  mile  beyond  brought  us  to  the 
▼illage  Fashark.  Fashark  is  a  pretty  village  of  some  60  or  60  houses,  situated  close  under 
the  mountains  and  surrounded  by  gardens  and  groves. 


4.  Tudasht 


••• 


20 


60 


From  Fashark  the  road  led  in  a  direction  over 
low  hills  extending  from  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains. At  6  \  miles  we  reached  the  hamlet  of 
Jahal,  consisting  of  a  few  huts  amid  gardens 
and  trees.  Far  off,  in  a  S.  E.  direction,  a  long 
streak    of    salt   Kavir    was    shining    brightly. 

This  is  the  marsh  of  Gava  KMnah,  where  the  waters  of  the  Zaindartid  are  absorbed. 

Lraving  Jabal,  we  soon  readied  the  plain,  and  at  8 J  miles  we  came  to  Akhard,  another 

namfet  like  the  preceding.     At  a  mile  beyond  was   that   of  Kiki,    situated  2  miles  on  our 

l*ft*    At  121  miles  we  reached  Jizzeh,  formerly  a  large  village,   but   now  partly   in  ruins  ; 

wid  at  the  16th  mile  we  came  to  Mashkinun,  a  large  but    very  ruinous-looking  village. 

Ttidasht  lies  at  the  foot  of  some  hills,  which,  springing  from  the  main  range  on  the  N., 

extend  some  12  miles  into  the  plain  in  a  southerly  direction. 


5.  BijfBfs 


23 


83 


At* the  1st  mile,  in  an  easterly  direction*  we 
passed  three  or  four  huts,  and  then  proceeded 
through  hill*,  by  a  slight  a«cvnt,  gradually  beating 
to  th*   N.  of  E.  to  i  a-Biehneh,  which  is  a  little 
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fort,  with  a  spring  of  water.  Passing  thin,  the  road  led  east  over  an  open  space  between 
hills.  At  the  5th  mile  we  reached  the  hamlet  Yazd,  after  which  the  road  led,  by  a  gentle 
ascent  through  hills,  in  an  easterly  direction,  until  the  7th  mile,  when  we  commenced  gradual 
descent  in  a  direction  of  130°.  At  the  9th  mile  we  passed  ou  our  right  a  hamlet.  At  9$  miles 
we  reached  a  spot  where  two  roads  branohed  off,  one  leading  to  Nam,  thu  other  in  a  direction 
of  9i)°,  which  Utter  we  followed  by  an  easy  descent,  still  through  mountains.  At  10}  mile* 
we  entered  a  narrow  valley,  passed  immediately  two  small  hamlets,  both  inhabited  and 
belonging  to  Nain.  At  the  13th  mile  we  passed  Hajiabad.  Half  a  mile  lower  down  t  ho 
valley,  brought  us  to  another  Hajiabad,  from  whence,  between  the  points  Iuu°  and  I3oe. 
the  path  led  us  to  the  village  Ishrutabad,  at  the  15th  mile.  The  valley,  which  latterly  hod 
widened  considerably,  opens  here  into  a  small  uneven  plain,  in  which  Ishratnbftd,  with  it* 
mound  and  little  fort,  is  situated.  From  thence  to  lliabad,  another  small  village,  1  xnil<* 
distant,  the  direction  is  80°. 

From  lliabad  we  proceeded  eastward  towards  the  great  plain  of  Nain,  reaching,  at  |  <»t 
a  mile,*a  little  village  and  fort,  from  whence  our  bearing  was  70°  for  3  miles,  which  broueb: 
us  to  the  hamlet  uf  Kadunu.  Here  we  were  fairly  in  the  plain  of  Nain  (having  tmmnUn.* 
on  our  right),  the  soil  of  which  at  this  part  is  hard,  dark,  and  gravelly,  and  ocner.^i 
with  low  tufts.  Mountains  bound  it  on  the  N.  and  S.  and  at  its  western  ext!vmi:>. 
From  the  above  hamlet  E.  for  2$  miles  ;  after  which,  on  a  bearing  of  U*f.  *- 
reached,  at  2$  miles  further  on,  Ha  in  biz,  a  desolate-looking  village  of  some  forty  or  6  ft  v 
families. 

From  Bam  biz  there  are  two  roads  to  Agda,  one  leading  by  Nau  Gumbaz,  3  farsakh*  off; 
and  thence  i)J\trsakfts  to  Agda,  and  one  by  Arakan.  Nau  Gumbaz,  which  belongs  to  AgiLL, 
has  a  caravan  sural,  village,  fort,  and  tower. 


6.  Nain 


10 


93 


7.  Agda. 


••» 


33 
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At  the  7th  mile  we  reached  the  small  vSHa^v? 
fort  of  Bafran ;  thence  mezrath  Shall  at  9j  arik*«. 
and  £  a  mile  beyond  Mahmudiah,  a  rather  larcv* 
village.  We  reached  Nain  at  the  10th  mile, 
passing  outside  it  a  handsome  imamzadah  and 
a  good  brick-built  caravansarai. 


After  travelling  3$  miles  on  the  Nau  Gumbaz 
road,  the  direction  altered  from  100°  to  11<)~. 
This  plain  appears  greatest  in  extent  from  S.  E. 
to  N.  £.,  in  both  which  directions  there  i«  a 
clear  horizon,  showing  that  the  level  country 
extends  far  beyond.  Its  breadth  N.  and  8.  i* 
likewise  considerable.  The  road  by  Arakan  (now  a  ruined  place)  lies  about  6  miles  S.  of 
the  one  wo  were  on.  At  5$  miles  we  reached  a  spot  where  two  roads  occur ;  one  leading  to 
Nau  Gumbaz,  about  6  miles  off,  in  a  direction  70  ;  and  the  other,  which  we  took  leading  in  a 
direction  120° ;  this  latter  is  called  the  Jaddah-i-Hajji  Abdullah,  and  is  rather  more  direct 
than  that  by  Nau  Gumbaz.  At  the  10th  mile  a  small  stream  covered  in  with  brickwork,  and 
flowing  towards  Nau  Gumbaz. 

At  10$  miles  the  road  gradually  inclined  to  the  E.  to  115°,  and  soon  afterwards  w* 
traversed  an  unet'en  tract,  crossing  at  tlie  1-tth  mile  a  little  streamlet  of  intensely  salt  watrr, 
flowing  north,  and  leaving  a  thick  deposit  of  brine  in  its  course.  At  the  19th  mile  In- 
direction became  K.  and  E.  and  S.  E.  The  caravansarai  and  village  were  erecWd  for  the  con- 
venitajice  and  protection  of  caravans  and  travellers  in  this  otherwise  deserted  and  dan^nmt 
tract  of  country,  hm  hi*  *rc.*essors  have  allowed  the  pla/*e  to  become  untenanted.  T'.«» 
plain  wc  hav-  trawled  over  is  a  hard.  dark,  gravelly  tract,  more  or  less  clothed  with  tufu 
ami  low  busiie*,  ami  abounds  iu  parts  with  game. 
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We  proceeded  from  Agda  on  a  bearing  of 
110°,  pawing  at  the  2nd  mile  the  village  Shanis- 
ahad,  situated  on  the  road-side  to  our  left.  At 
the  10th  mile  we  alighted  to  breakfast  at  a 
ruined  hamlet  called  Chiftah.  At  the  11th  mile 
we  passsd  between  Arjan&n,  situated  1J  miles  S  , 
■nl  2  hamlets  at  about  a*  much  N.  of  us.  The  road  then  ran  for  J  of  a  mile  over 
low  hill*;  then  over  smooth  ground  for  -J  mile  ;  1  mile  130°  ;  2§  miles  115°  ;  from  which 
point,  in  a  direct  line  S.,  the  mountains  we  had  on  our  right  since  quitting  Bambfz  terminated 
in  a  point ;  and  another  rang*'  a  little  S.  of  them  extended  eastwards.  To  the  N.,  at 
the  distance  of  nfiirtakh,  a  tract  of  salt  extends  over  a  space  of  some  miles.  We  continued  on 
the  last  bearing  1  mile,  the  plain  becoming  perfectly  bare,  hardly  a  tuft  being  visible  on 
it ;  then  J  mile  ll<>°,  2  miles  1(H)0.  The  large  village  of  Ffruzabad  lies  about  2  miles  to  the 
N.,  and  at  about  7  miles  in  the  same  direction  is  the  town  Ardakan.  to  which  there  is 
direct  road  fr»»m  Nain.  At  the  21st  mile  was  a  small,  square,  deserted  fort  by  the  road-side  ; 
an«l  at  the  22nd  mile  the  bearing  was  105°  for  J  a  mile,  with  the  v'llage  Maijard  2  iniles 
<: infant  on  our  left.  We  then  passed  near  extensive  gardeus,  and  at  23^  miles  reached 
P:deh,  a  village  situated  on  an  elevated  part  of  the  plain,  and  possessing  a  fine  tract  of  field 
and  garden  land.     A  mile  beyond,  brought  us  to  the  caravansarai  of  Maibiit. 


9.  Yazd  ...  27  177£       Quitting  Maibut  we  proceeded  about  a  mile  on  a 

bearing  of  14o°,  and  then  S.  through  fields 
of  cotton  and  wheat  for  another  mile,  which 
brought  us  to  the  hamlet  of  Shamsabad.  One 
mile  oeyond,  in  the  same  direction,  we  passed 
the  village  of  Badrabad,  occupying  with  its 
gardens  a  considerable  space.  The  soil  of  the  plain,  for  miles  past,  had  altered  from  hard  dark 
gravel  to  a  l'ght  soft  mould,  altogether  barren,  excepting  where  it  is  cultivated.  At  this  part 
J*  i*  intersected  by  numerous  watercourses,  which  give  life  to  the  various  villages  around. 
At  the  6th  mile  we  reached  the  village  of  Muhammadabad,  and  left  the  district  of  Maibtit 
!<>r  thnt  of  UustAk.  Here  the  plain  is  a  sandy  desert,  the  sand  lying  in  high  banks  against 
I  he  wall*  of  the  houses,  and  in  small  mounds  in  every  direction.  At  the  8th  mile  we  again 
n-acbed  a  cultivated  tract.  At  the  9th  mile  we  parsed  Ibrahim&bad,  a  small  village,  to  our 
right.  The  plain  had  narrowed  considerably  for  some  miles  back,  and  was  here  of  no  great 
«>'lth.  At  9$  miles  we  passed  the  village  Shatmabad,  lying  a  little  to  our  left,  and  proceed- 
ing on  a  bearing  of  120°,  reached  that  of  Izzabad  at  ll)£  miles. 

From  Izzabad  we  proceeded  on  a  bearing  of  160°,  and  presently  got  off  the  sand  on  to 
the  high-road  we  had  quitted  yesterday,  when  the  direction  became  12t>-,  the  way  leading 
through  well  cultivated  land  belonging  to  villages  on  our  right.  At  the  14th  mile  occurred 
the  caravansarai  of  Himatabdd,  the  village  itself  lving  off  the  road  a  little  to  the  right.  We 
'hen  traversed  sandy  desert  again  in  which  sand-hills  of  considerable  size  occur.  At  the 
17th  mile  we  passed  through  the  large  village  of  Ashkizar,  situated  amid  sand-hills,  and 
pn«*e**ing  extensive  walled  gardens  ;  but  I  could  perceive  little  other  cultivation,  the  sands 
luring  also  encroached  on  one  side  of  this  village.  Thence  the  road  passed  over  a  hard  tract 
>gtin,  the  plain  still  decreasing  iu  width  as  we  advanced,  and  is  probaoly  not  more  than  15 
miles  across  at  this  part.  Towards  the  19th  mile  was  the  village  Zauk,  situated  £  a  mile  to  our 
Irft,  and  having  near  it  a  remarkable  hill  called  the  Takht-i-Jamshid.  Its  sides  are  abrupt, 
and  the  summit  level.  Here  the  district  of  Kustak  terminates.  After  this,  sandy  desert  is 
tain  traversed.  Beneath  the  sand  is  a  firm  indurated  soil.  After  travelling  22  miles,  we 
alighted  at  the  caravansarai  of  Ghit  Faramurz,  a  village  with  much  neatly  cultivated  land 
amid  sand  hills.  At  $  mile  from  this  we  passed  a  strfall  square  fort  with  double  wall,  lielong- 
'»g  to  the  village  AbrandAbad,  and  soon  afterwards  got  upon  a  hard  tract  of  plain, 
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passing  at  the  25th  mile  the  village  Mardabad,  a  little  off  the  road  to  our  left.  At  the  26th 
mile  was  the  village  Kahnii,  and  that  of  Nassar&bad  immediately  after,  both  likewise  off  the 
road  to  the  left.  On  A  he  S.  W.  and  S.  side,  and  almost  adjoining  the  town  of  Y&z-l 
are  the  villages  Kuchan  I3iak,  Sar-i-Do-Rah,  Aristan,  Khuram  Shah,  and  Ab-Sbah;  on  the 
E.  is  Mnriabad. 


jAjarm. 

Lat.  36°  68'  0" ;  Long.  66°  24'  0\ 

A  mined  fort  in  Khurasan,  with  about  800  or  400  houses  round  about  it.  It 
stands  in  the  middle  of  a  good  deal  of  cultivation.  It  was  formerly  a  much 
larger  place.     From  it  radiate  roads  to  Bujnurd,  Shahrud,  Astar&bid. 
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1.  NabdIn 


30 
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N.  W.  across  plain  and  hill,  skirt  broken  by 
ravines.    At  7  miles  Iwar,  Tillage  of  Jajarm, 
50  houses.    Thence  west  through  broken,  hillj 
country  ;  cultivated.    At  9J  mile  pass    village 
Durra.    Thence  through  uncultivated,  open  glen,  enclosed  by  low  easy  hills.    At  13  miles 

flen  branches  Left  branch  bearing  S.  W.  leading  into  Bostam  plain  at  village  of  Magma. 
ollow  right  branch  W.  N.  W.  narrow  and  winding ;  hill  slopes  easy.  At  16  miles  bear  W., 
and  at  18  miles  reach  open  plateau,  draining  from  N.  and  S.  opening  8.  on  the  Bostam  Plain, 
distant  3  farsakhs,  and  known  as  Murtaza  AH  Maidan.  Cross  plateau  W.  and  at  21  miles 
enter  glen.  Two  miles  to  the  right  a  mule  path  leads  over  the  hills  to  Kalpusb  and  Gurgjui 
in  the  Gurgan  plain.  At  23  miles  pass  through  narrow  defile  between  masses  of  trap  rock, 
known  as  Sang  Surkh,  and  by  easy  ascent  reach  a  plateau,  broken  by  low  hills.  On  N.  and 
at  27  miles  bend  west  to  Nardfn,  and  descend  into  basin,  6  or  8  miles  by  3  or  4,  surrounded 
by  high  mountains,  towards  the  W.  end  of  which  lies  the  fort  of  Nardfn,  a  small  mud  walled 
enclosure  with  high  thin  walls  and  circular  bastions,  defended  by  three  light  field  guns.  Sup- 
plies scanty.  Road  good,  except  for  half  a  mile  at  the  Sang  Surkh  Pass ;  gnus  might  be 
driven  to  Nardfn,  and  at  that  point  a  little  labour  would  render  the  path  practicable.  No 
water,  save  a  brackish  spring  at  Sang  Surkh,  after  leaving  the  village  of  Durra. 


2.  KInchi 


23 


53 


Leaving  Nardfn  Fort,  cross  open  plain  W.  for 
half  a  mile;    thence  W.   N.   W.  to   foot    of 
hills  at  6   miles.    Thenee  up  rugged    hills  of 
limestone  and  trap  over  fair  bridle  road,  with 
easy  ascent  *o  crest  of  ridge  at  7  miles.    Ascent  1,500'.    Thence  easy  descent  intogl 
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Route  No.  166 — confd. 
Jdjarm  to  AstardOdd,  via  Naudih — contd. 


JB 


Stag*  or  hailing;  plaet. 


DlSTAHCB,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme« 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


lealingdown  to  valley  of  Naudih,  tributary  of  the  Gurgan.  At  8  miles  reach  stream,  village 
Tulbfu  1  mile  right  up-stream.  The  ascent  and  descent  of  this  pas*  are  both  easy  ;  30  guns 
wen?  taken  over  it  by  the  Sipah  Salar  some  years  ago  ;  they  were  dragged,  but  with  a  little 
labour  might  have  been  driven.  The  hill-side  is  of  friable  traps  and  trap  tuffs,  soft  clays  and 
id  Ark  Follow  Naudih  stream  S.  W.,  the  road  good,  and  keeping  above  and  to  the 
right  side  of  stream.  Hill-side  soft.  Guns  might  follow  bed  of  stream,  or  road  if  widened 
in  parts.  At  11  miles  pass  village  Gulistan,  30  houses.  At  13  miles  pass  village  Chinask, 
2u)  houses  (with  hamlets),  on  hill-side  above  stream,  left.  Through  Chinask  lies  a  road, 
GVfr  a  high  shoulder  of  Khushailak  Mountain  to  Bustan,  by  which  guns  have  been  brought 
to  Xardin.  At  21  miles  valley  opens  out  and  bends  W.  A  stretch  of  well  cultivated 
cnmnd,  half  a  mile  in  width,  extends  thence  to  23  miles,  where  on  a  sub-tributary  from 
X.  E.  is  Kanchi  Pursian,  one  of  three  hamlets,  known  collectively  as  Pursian,  consisting 
of  50  houses.    Supplies  ample.     Descent  to  Pursian  2,800'. 


3.  XaUDIH 


19 


72 


alonsj  right  bank.     At  11  miles  across  sma 


Cross  Kanchi  glen  and  spur  of  opposite  hill, 
and  at  1  mile  strike  Naudih  stream  and  bear 
W.,  Khushailak  Peak,  bearing  S.  S.  W.  Valley 
open  and  cultivated.  Road  norrow  and  stony 
1  stream  of  Alaru  from  village  Abri,  at  head  of 
4  glen  in  mountains  to  left.  Thence  valley  narrows  and  bends,  north  banks  of  stream  high, 
»nd  covered  with  heavy  forest  of  oak,  elm,  alder,  and  other  deciduous  trees.  Forest-clad 
•lopes  of  mountains  on  either  hand,  reach  banks  of  stream.  At  17  miles  valley  again  opens 
oat  to  1 J  or  2  miles  in  width,  and  is  cleared  and  cultivated.  Keeping  left  side  of  valley,  at 
ly  miles  reach  village  Naudih  (1, fWir') ,  50  houses.  Supplies  ample.  Between  Naudih  and 
tl*  Gurgan  plain,  a  few  isolated  hills,  and  4  or  5  miles  of  dense  forest  and  cane  brake 
infervene.  The  forest  is  traversed  only  by  narrow  winding  paths.  Between  Kanchi  and 
Naudih  some  labour  would  have  to  be  expended  in  olearing  a  road  through  the  6  miles 
of  furest  that  must  be  traversed,  but  the  route  presents  no  other  difficulties. 


t.RiuilM 


12* 


84* 


W.  S.  W.  from  Naudih  through  dense 
thickets  of  underwood  and  scrub,  covering 
deserted  clearings.  Path  narrow  and  winding. 
At  2  miles  enter  heavy  forest,  free  of  under- 
frrowth.  At  9  miles  reach  foot  of  wooded  spur,  ascent  and  descent  of  half  a  mile  very  steep. 
TVnce  through  open  forest  west  into  glen  of  Ramian,  a  large  village  of  200  houses,  in  a  gorge 
owning  on  the  Gurgan  Plain,  but  separated  from  it  by  some  miles  of  forest  and  cane-brake. 


5.  Katux 


22 


106* 


W.  from  Ramian  through  scattered  patches  of 
forest  and  dense  cane-brake.  At  11*  miles 
reach  Findarisk,  ohief  village  of  the  district,  of 
1,000  houses,  with  surrounding  hamlets,  lying 
near  the  tAge  of  the  submontane  belt  of  forest.  From  Findarisk  to  Naudih  there  is  a  direct 
rtod,  shorter  and  easier,  but  crossing  for  some  distance  the  open  plain.  The  Ramian  route  is 
!*lj  selected  for  safety.  From  Findarisk  bear  W.  S.  W.,  and  at  14  miles  pass  Maintain 
jo  the  forest  on  the  edge  of  the  plain.  At  15*  miles  cross  small  stream  Udarnah  from  hills 
left.  Dar  Kala,  2<X)  houses,  half  mile  left  Country  open  and  cultivated  to  base  of  hills, 
7  to  8  miles  distant.  At  16  miles  enter  forest  and  bear  N.  W.  At  18  miles  cross  wide 
Kftreily  bed  of  stream  from  Abri,  impassable  at  times  in  early  summer.  Thence  through 
forest  clearings,  22  miles  to  Kattil,  large  village  of  400  houses.    Supplies  procurable. 


&  AiTAllBiD 


29 


I      135* 


|  Bear  W.  across  cultivated  plain  and  scattered 
forest  to  Pichuk  Mahalla,  3  miles.  At  12  miles 
enter  heavy  forest,  and  at  14  pass  ruined  village, 
Ganara,  in  forest.    At  16  miles  still  W.  reaoh 
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Route  No.  106 — conehh 
Jtijarm  to  AUaraljdrf,  via  Naudik — con  eld. 


limine!,  nr  milks. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


Total. 


Naudih,  village  of  200  houses.  Thence  W.  through  scattered  cultivation,  forest,  and  pUin 
covered  with  dense  scrub  of  thorns  ;  13  miles  to  Astarabad.  Track  for  the  must  part  guu), 
but  narrow  and  heavy  from  recent  rain. 

Not*.— By  Rtriktafracro*s  the  plain  from  Aetarabid,  N audio  might  be  reached  In   two  long  marches,  for  the 
mottt  part  orer  open  ground. 


Route  No.  167. 

Jajarm  to  Shahb(ji),  via  Bustam. 


Authority. — Napier. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


1.  RcbIt 


2.  MagaiGilIn 


8.  BurriM 


DlBTAlTCI,  IV  MILKS.     ■ 


Intense- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


Total. 


Road  skirts  Kuh  Kikah  and  thence  traTer*^ 
open  plain  to  Rubat,  village  of  80  houses.  Sup- 
plies and  water  plentiful ;  3  far tak it  fr«  m 
Jajurm  is  the  spring  of  Kab6ba ;  no  other  wat.-r 
on  road. 

Through  level  open  plain.  At  4  fartal  if 
spring  of  Chahur,  at  6  fartalcks  Gilan  Mac^s 
100  houses.    Supplies  and  water  ample. 

Over  uncultivated  plain  to  village  and  co  Hi  ra- 
tion of  Bustam.    Thence  to  Shihrdd,  5  mil". 


Route  No.  168. 

Jajarm  to  ShahrCtd,  vid  NardIm. 
A  u  lAority. — M  acGr  boor. 


Btsgft  or  halting  plate. 


Dxsvavci,  xv  mxvs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac 


To  Guiistan,  see  Route  No.  166,  "Jajarm  to  Astarabad." 

From  the  hamlet  of  Guiistan  the  road  descends,  crosses  the  river,  and  ascends  pvHt? 
steeply  to  the  village  of  Kuhidar,  situated  strongly  and  picturesquely  in  a  high  eenmu^tf 


831 


Route  No.  168 — confd. 
Jdjarm  to  Shdhrud,  via  Nardin — contd. 


8Uf  •  or  halting  place. 


Disturcs,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


fpur  which  runs  between  the  river  and  a  small  tributary.  The  village  has  100  houses,  a 
nnall  amount  of  cultivation,  and' some  vineyards.  Thence  after  descending  and  crossing  the 
*r  Wary  streams,  the  road  ascends  very  steeply  by  a  narrow  path  over  a  nigged  spur  and 
then  descend*  into  a  narrow  glen,  down  which  it  goes  to  the  village  of  Tilawar,  which  is 
boated  on  the  bank  of  a  fine  stream.  This  place  has  some  60  houses  and  a  very  fair  expanse 
of  cultivation  and  gardens. 


1.  TiiiwiR 


16 


16 


From  Tilawar  the  road  starts  S.  S.  W.  going  up 
the  valley,  which  joins  that  of  Naudfh  for  one 
mile,  after  which  commences  the  stnnv  and  at  first 
very  steep  ascent  of  the  Kiital-i-Zardawa.  After 
i  Kit  th<»  route  improves,  but  continues  indifferent  for  2  miles.  From  the  cre*»t  the  road 
<ir*oends  imm'iliatply  into  th*  desolate  basin  of  Zardawa,  which  has  been  a  former  lake  bed, 
m»1  i*  abont  5  miles  long  by  3  miles  across.  Going  down  the  wh.de  length  of  this  basin 
\\w  rwwl  then  leaves  it  by  an  easy  ascent  over  a  low  ridge  for  half  a  mile,  whence  it  turns 
nm-e  N.  and  descends  by  a  very  easy  gradient  over  a  stony  hill  slope  for  7  miles  into  the 
tillage  of  Kalat  i-Khich,  a  poor  looking  village  surrounded  by  high  walls  and  situated  in  a 
«lrrary  waste. 


2.  KalIt-i-Khich 


12 


28 


From  Kalat-i-Khich  the  road  traverses  a  plain 
for  12  miles,  then  crosses  a  low  ridge  to  Finiz- 
t appah,  and  then  enters  another  plain  about  12 
miles  by  6  miles.  This  plain,  or  rather  district,  is 
cilled  Pii*ht-i-Bti<«tan  and  contains  30  villages,  the  principal  of  which  are  Kurgan,  Husain- 
•bM,  MayAn,  Aliab'wl,  Tagluabad,  Abasir,  Dakhe,  &c.  Crossing  this  plain  at  the  20th  mile 
tbe  town  of  Bust&Q  is  reached. 


3.  Shabh6d 


24 


52 


From   Bli«tan   to   Shahrud   is   about   4  miles 
through  a    small  defile,  by  which    the    Bus  tan 


drainage  rans  to  Shahmd. 


JALK. 

Lat.  27°  37'  0' ;  Long.  62°  40'  0". 

A  village  in  Persian  Baluchistan,  consisting  of  9  small  forts  and  towers 
fcurruunded  with  cultivation,  among*  which  the  date  is  conspicuous.  The 
principal  fort,  which  was  once  of  some  consequence,  was  destroyed  by  a 
detachment  of  Nadir  SliaVs  army.  It  has  a  ditch,  and  is  900  yards 
in  circumference.  Jalk  stands  at  the  mouth  of  a  ravine  opening  on  the 
desert.  The  cultivation,  which  is  confined  to  the  ravine,  extends  for  3  miles 
with  a  breadth  varying  from  a  half  to  a  quarter.  There  is  no  good  camping 
ground  near  the  villages,  the  surface  being  either  cultivated,  broken,  or 
swampy.  Inhabitants  mostly  Urbabis.  Jalk  is  a  dependency  of  Dizak. 
Climate  unhealthy.  Water  good  from  kandts.  Dates  abundant;  wheat, 
barley,  rice,  and  chopped  straw  in  fair  quantities.  Sheep  and  goats 
plentiful. 
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Route  No.  169. 

Jalk  to  B1mp6r. 


Authority. — St.  John. 


Btag*  or  halting  place. 


Dutavoi,  nr  xn.n. 


Intorrae- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ae, 


1.  JJji 


2.  Kala-i-Bal6ch  ... 


8.  Kalp6ba  Kin 


12 


10 


20) 


12 


22 


42* 


I 


Water  very  good  from  running  stream.  Sop- 
plies  of  date,  a  very  little  corn  and  rice,  sheep  and 
goats. 


Leaving  the  Jalk  ravine  at  once,  the  road 
a  stonv  desert  for  9  miles,  when  it  enter*  t?<* 
Kalagan  ravine,  a  little  below  the  village  of  Lajf, 
near  which  there  is  a  good  camping  ground  on 
the  left  bank.  Road  practicable  for  held  guns 
throughout. 

Running  stream  ;  water  good  but  scanty.  No 
supplies ;  good  grazing  groun'l  for  camels.  Road 
follows  Kalagan  river  past  Bala  Kalat,  AibL,  and 
Pahura  villages  for  8  miles,  when  it  turn*  up  a 
ravine  to  the  right,  2  miles  up  which  is  the  halt- 
ing place.    Road  good. 


Running  stream  ;  water  good  and  abundant. 
Supplies  of  dates,  and  perhaps  a  little  corn  ; 
plenty  of  sheep  and  goats  in  vicinity,  and  gttod 
grazing  for  camels.  Road  follows  windings  »f 
ravine  for  10  miles,  where  water-parting  is  reach* 
ed,  6,000'  above  the  sea.  Thence  a  descent  i»f 
4J  miles  leads  to  outlet  of  the  pass,   which   is 

called  Brinjnian. 

From  this  it  is  6  miles  to  Kalpura  Kin,  down  a  gentle  slope.    With  the    exception  of  a 

sharp  turn  near  the  top  of  the  pass,  the  road  is  quite  passable  for  gun* ;    indeed,  the  Gnverru* 

of  Bamptir  has  several  times  taken  12- pounders    over  it.     An  hour's  work  would  auffic*   V> 

repair  the  road  in  the  place  mentioned. 


4.  Dizak 


5.  Ab-PatIh 


13} 


20$ 


66} 


Water  good  from  Icandt*.  Supplies  plentiful  »»f 
all  sorts.  Level  road  over  plain  for  9\  mik-s  t  • 
Ziarat,  first  village  of  Dizak,  after  which  n  *«1 
passes  through  date  groves  and  cultivation  *<» 
Dizak,  the  principal  village  and  residence  uf  t  »e 
chief. 


76| 


Water  from  running  stream,  good.  No  *m- 
plies.  Two  miles  across  randy  plain  to  *mx:\ 
garden  and  tower ;  cross  dry  bed  of  a  branch  of 
Mash  kid  river  and  up  a  torrent   bed,  with  pools 

of  water  at  intervals  to  the  18th  mile,  where  cross  watershed  and  descend  to  a  group  of 

palms  in  torrent  bed  at  a  gap  in  the  hills.    No  village. 


6.  SARIN 


6i 


83| 


Water  good  from  small  river  and  kanAts.  Sap- 
plies  of  all  sort  plentiful.  Good  road  across 
barren  plain,  sloping  to  S.  W.  to  group  of  3 
villages,  principal  of  which  is  called  Surin. 


ess 


Route  No.  169 — confd. 
Jalk  to  Bdmp&r — oontd. 


Blag*  or  halting  place 


* ■■■»  in . 


DlSTAVCS,   IV  MILS!. 


Interme- 
diate.. 


TotaL 


Description,  &o. 


7.  Khaur    Ch*h£b6 
KXh. 


12 


95} 


Water  good,  obtained  by  digging  wells  in  torrent 
bed.  No  supplies.  After orossing  bed  of  stream, 
which  was  running  at  end  of  march  about  a 
foot  deep  and  20  yards   wide,  entered  hills  at 

second  mile.    Two  insigoi6cant  passes  to  halting-place  in  bed  of  torrent.    Camels  went  by  a 

ru*l  about  2  miles  longer,  further  N.,  to'  avoid  passes. 


8.  Maois  ...  15  J         110 J       Water  good  from  kandti.      Dates  plentiful, 

Grain  obtainable  in  small  quantities.  At  4th 
mile  a  steep  descent,  passable  for  guns  with 
drag-ropes.      At  8  miles   Kushan,  small  towep 

with  date  grove  on  banks  of  a  running  stream.      At  12  miles,  &aimag&r j  date  groves, 

R<>ad  good  after  pass. 


9.  Sabpabab6 


13J 


124} 


Water  good  from  holes  in  torrent,  but  no  sup 
plies.     Level  road  for  10  miles  across  plain ;  on 
through  low  hills  to  halting-place  in  bed  of  a  dry 
torrent.    This  is  the  first  place  in  Pahani-Ptihr*, 
or  Fib  raj,  a  subdivision  of  the  Bamptir  district. 


10.  IsfidXs 


1L  AptIb 


••• 


20* 


25* 


144| 


170J 


Water  from  spring,  500  yards  off,  in  hills  to  N, 
No  supplies.  At  3  miles  cross  water-parting  (5,000* 
above  sea-level)  and  enter  ravine,  which  soon 
widens  to  100  yards  more,  with  tamarisk  jungle, 
lload  fair. 


Water  good    from    kandts.    Dates    plentiful, 
grain  in  small  quantities. 

Koad  follows  torrent  bed,  which  is  from  a  quar* 
ter  to  one  mile  wide,  and  thickly  wooded  in  parts 
for  17  miles,  passing  water  in  two  places.  It 
then  turns  out  of  torrent  bed  to  left,  and  passes 
through  low  hills  for  2  miles,  when  it  re-enters  torrent  bed  (along  which  guns  would  have  to 
k*ep)  and  follows  it,  which  separates  into  several  ravines,  to  village  of  Aptir  or  Haftar,  in 
thick  date  groves. 


12.  PftatA  or  FIhraj 


13 


log  ground  to  south  of  village. 


183} 


Water  good  from  Jcandtx.  Dates  plentiful  \ 
grain  in  small  quantities.  Koad  good  over  desert 
till  the  cultivation  about  Ptihra  is  reached. 
Ground  very  swampy  from  watercourses,    Camp* 


13.  BiKFfo 


15 


198| 


Water  good  from  kandts.  Supplies  of  all  sorts 
plentiful.  Road  good  throughout ;  a  little  sandy 
in  parts.  At  8  miles  Ab-band,  a  dam  apross 
Bam  pur  river,  a  considerable  stream  flowing, 
3  or  4  feet  deep,  between  steep  banks  covered 
with  jungle.      Bamptir,    the  capital  of  Persian 

Baluchistan,  Is  a  small  fort,  with  perhaps  200  houses  round  it,  and  two  walled  gardens,    J?oj 

farther  details,  vide  "  Bamptir." 


81 


234 

Route  No.  170. 

Jalk  to  DizXk,  via  NahiJ. 
Authority. — Haj!  ABDfjL  Nab!. 


DlKTAKCl,  IJT  MILBS. 

Staff  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

ToUL 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  Sik6kXn 

10 

•  •• 

Proceeding  in  a  due  W.  direction  orer  a  toler- 
able road,  10  miles,  arrived  at  Singan  or  Sinukan, 
a  small  fort  belonging  to    KamAl    Khan   U*$n. 
The  place  is  well  cultivated  by  a  running  stream 

and  supplies  are  plentiful 


2.  NXh6 


16 


26 


16  miles  in  a  due  W.    direction  over  a  goM 
road  brought  me  to  Nabd,  a  small  village ;  well 
supplied  with  water,  provisions  and  firewood. 
A  road  to  the  W.  on  which,  16  miles  from  Nahu,  was  a  mountain  pass  called  lAk>i-Luk* 
man. 

From  Naliii  across  the  Lak-i-Lukman  to  Gwasht  is  20  miles,  a  place  of  80  houses,  well 
cultivated.  Thence  20  miles,  over  a  difficult  mountainous  road  to  a  stage  in  the  hills  without 
habitations,  and  from  that  16  miles  to  Gwasht,  the  first  village  in  the  Sarhadd  district, 
over  an  easy  road,  infested  by  thieves  of  the  Domani  and  Bainbari  tribe. 


3.  Dizix 


40 


66 


Mula  Harun  in  the  district  of  Dizak. 


Left  Nahu,  and  proceeded  due  8.  aero**  the 
Pil-i-Surut.  a  very  narrow  and  extn*m?ly  difficult 
pass,  there  being  springs  both  at  the  north  an-1 
south  of  the  mountain,  20  miles  to  the  village  of 


Jutkoritj.— Jknnings. 


Route  No.  170  a. 

Jalk  to  Gusht,  via  Sin6kan. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Distaycs,  nr  imti. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  Sim6kXn 


••• 


12 


For  7J  miles  the  road  runs  up  the  bed  of  the 
Jalk  river  (vide  route  in  Appendix,  Jalk  to  Sep- 
tan) ;  at  7  j  miles  the  road  teavea  the  Jalk  river- 
bed and  turns  to  the  right  at  an  angle  <f  *>* 
between  parallel  ranges  of  hills  on  either  side  till  Sinukan  is  reached  at  mile  12 ;  gvotle  awvnt 
the  whole  way.  Road  excellent  and  available  for  guns  At  Sinukan  water  sweet  and  sound- 
ant  from  a  karea ;  wood  also  plentiful ;  grass  fairly  abundant;  grazing  plentiful  j  40  borne*, 
a  few  sheep ;  inhabitants  Khalkali  Biluchis ;  a  small  amount  of  cultivation.  General  din* 
tion  W.  N.  VV. 


2.  NAH* 


14 


26 


At  6  miles  the  road,  having  hitherto  descend*! 
gently  between  parallel  ranges,  en  ten  the  IV 
htira  Nulla  (a  tributary  of  the  Jalk  river)  and 
ascends  it ;  at  mile  9  the  road  leaves  the  Pabun 


235 


Route  No.  170a — eoitid. 
Jalk  to  Gusht,  vid  Smiled* — contd. 


Stage  or  balling  place. 


DlKAJTOB,  IK  MU.X8. 


Intense- 

diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Nulla  and  turns  to  the  left,  crossing  the  Pir  Kahur  Kotal  and  descending  into  the  main 
Jalk  river  at  mile  11  ;  kotal  easy,  hut  would  need  some  work  to  make  it  passable  for  guns. 
From  mile  11  the  road  ascends  the  Jalk  river-bed  (here  called  the  Nahii  nulla)  to  Nahu,  14 
milt*.  Road  good  all  the  way.  At  Nahu  fort  plenty  of  excellent  karez  water,  a  large  grove 
of  d.4te  palma,  considerable  cultivation,  wood  and  grass  fairly  abundant,  but  plenty  some  10 
ail**  to  S. ;  grazing  abundant  ;  inhabitants  Baranzais,  Salars  and  Rais,  nearly  all  Bilti- 
ehia ;  lUO  houses  and  some  500  sheep  owned  by  village.     General  direction  W.  inclined  to  8. 


3.  Kud 


18 


44 


For  first  mile  road  runs  over  stony  plain  ;  it 
then  ciosses  a  low  spur  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Nahu   nulla    and    descends    into    latter ;    then 
ascends  ;  for  first  10  or  12  miles  the  Nahii  nulla 
bel  varies  from  H  to  3  miles  wide,  the  road  running  in  centre  or  towards  left  bank :  it  then 


v -.-»**  ..«.—, ^»,, --„-—     ,      tributary 

j'  in*  on  left ;  no  village  here ;  water  good  and  abundant ;  wood  and  grass  would  have  to  be 
rttrked,  if  wanted  for  a  larire  number  of  men.  We  passed  much  grass  en  route,  and  wood 
»na  gra<w  are  loth  obtainable  on  hills  close  by  ;  grazing  abundant ;  road  ran  the  whole  way 
op  the  same  nulla.    General  direction  W.  N.  W. 


1  (jCSHT 


••• 


17 


61 


The  road  runs  up  the  Nahii  nulla  for  3  miles, 
hugging  right  bank ;  big  tributaries  and  mas- 
8i ve  mountains  both  sides  with  perennial  water ; 
grass  and  grazing  a  couple  of  miles  np  former  ; 
at  3  mil**  road  finally  leaves  Nahii  nulla,  ascends  a  tributary  of  latter  on  left  towards  Ua- 
•  nm'io  Kotal  (Th*»  direct  route  from,  here  to  Seistan,  Kuh-i-Safid  and  mdshkid,  runs  up  tho 
Na  u  nulla  for  about  5  miles,  where  the  head  of  the  latter  is ;  then  crosses  the  H&rkup  kotal 
an  1  descends  into  valley  N.  of  Safid  Kiih,  meeting  route  Jalk  to  Ladis,  vid  Nokdar  nulla, 
Hinp-rok,  and  Tilab.    This  kotal  I  did  not  see,  said  to  be  fairly  practicable  for  animals,  but 

Uot  fur  guns).  i-ii 

At  5  miles  we  reach  the  top  of  the  Badambo  high  kotal  and  are  now  on  the  top  of  the 
SiWh  Kiih  range;  the  kotal  is  about  5<)0'  high  and  steep  for  100  yards  on  N.  side,  not 
practicable  lor  guns  in  present  state  ;  on  the  S.  side  the  descent  down  the  B4darabo  nulla  is 
wr  *t<yp  for  half  a  mile,  gradient  I  in  7  to  I  in  10.  The  road  runs  over  soft  shale  hills, 
but"  immense  mountains  of  black  rock  are  cm  both  sides  ;  an  excellent  camel  road  could  be 
nude  with  little  trouble;  but,  to  make  the  Kotal  available  for  guns,  considerable  work  would 
I*  required,  i.e.,  unless  the  guns  be  unhorsed  and  drag  ropes  used,  in  which  case  a  moderate 
amount  of  unskilled  labour  would  only  be  required. 

The  kotal  cannot  be  turned  towards  the  8.K.  nearer  than  Nahii ;  to  the  N.  W.  the  kotal 


ar.d  turns  to  the  right,  running  along  tho  S.W.  slope  of  the  Sianeh  band,  th*  total  height 
descended  in  the  last  5J  miles  being  about  1,400',  » e.f  from  top  of  kotal  to  Seemich 
plain-  The  latter  is  a  stony  plain  about  8  miles  wide  and  situated  between  the  Sianeh  and 
Mimielt  ranges  ;  drainage  N.W.  to  S.K. 

Tow  Seemich  river  is  a  tributary  of  the  great  Maahkid  river  and  flows  S.E.,  rid  Dizzak  ; 
from  mile  10£  to  (jiisht  at  mile  17  the  road  hugs  tin.  slopes  of  Sianeh  Kuh,  crossing  the 
Harpan  Nulla  (a  ttibntary  of  Seemich  river)  at  mile  11  j  ;  perennial  water;  except  at  kotal, 
*wi  excellent  all  the  way. 


fts* 


tlouTB  No.  170a — conctd. 
Jalk  to  Gushty  vid  Sinukdn — concld. 


Btagfe  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAITCX,  IS  MILI8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  4c. 


Gusht  is  a  remarkably  strong  mud  fort  in  excellent  repair,  situated  to  the  N.W.  of  c>7i*i  li- 
able Cultivation,  on  the  edge  of  a  large  date  palm  grove  ;  water  good  and  abundant  from  two 
karezes. 

The  village  contains  200  houses,  owns  some  2,000  sheep,  and  can  produce  a  certain  amount 
of  supplies ;  inhabitants  Kureshis.  Three  miles  to  the  S.  W  i*  the  Seemich  riv»r-bei  ;  w«*er 
obtainable  from  wells;  grass,  grazing aud  wood  most  abundant  right  away  down  to  Dizui 
General  direction  W.  inclined  to  N. 


Authority. — Jennings. 


Route  No.  170  b. 
Jalk  to  LXdis,  vid  Desert: 


—                            - 

Dutajtcs, 

131  MILKS. 

Bug*  dr  balttag;  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Desc/iption,  Ac 

1.  Khan^oIn 

7 

• 

•  •• 

Small  village ;  grass,  grazing,  Wood,  water. 

2.  Sh6b£e 

20 

27 

Running  stream ;  grass,  grazing,  wood. 

B.  Hamado             ... 

10 

37 

1 

Running    stream    from    Kuh-i-Saft'd  •  grass, 

wood,  water. 

• 

4.  Kalh6bXz1t 

10 

47 

Water,  wood,  and  graaing ;  but  grass  not  plenti- 
ful. 

&  Sh6eew  ChIh    ... 

15 

62 

Ditto                        ditto. 

6w  TXiIb 

25 

87 

Mashkid  river ;  wood,  grass,  grazing. 

t.  R£K  Malik 

15 

102 

Ditto                 ditto. 

8.  MlEtiWA*  (LIdis) 

12 

114 

9.  LLdib  PmoFftB    •.. 

8 

122 

To  LAdis  Proper,  20  miles ;  grass  unlimited  ; 
grass,  grazing  and  water,  and  wood  excellent  ; 
also  a  certain  amount  of  supplies  and  almost  on- 
limited  sheep. 

1 


43? 

Routh  No.  170b — contd. 
Jalk  to  Lddis,  vid  Desert — contd, 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAJTCB,  IS  MII.X8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


The  above  road  Capta;n  Jennings  ha*  not  explored  himself,  though  he  has  seen  Kh&nugan, 
Tilib  and  Mirziwar,  out  Sardar  Khan  has  been  over  a  good  deal  of  it,  though  not  all  ;  the 
distances  are  only  approximate*  and  he  has  taken  a  good  deal  from  reliable  native  infnrroa- 
t;<  n.  The  ronte  Sardar  Khan  went  by  touches  this  one  at  a  few  places ;  but  owing  to  ad- 
verse circumstances,  neither  was  able  to  explore  it  from  end  to  end.  In  its  present  state 
Captain  Jtnning*  believes  this  to  be  the  best  road  for  wheeled  carriage  from  Jalk  to  L&dis, 
and  to  be  available  for  such  traffic  in  its  present  condition. 


Route  No.  170  c. 

Jalk  to  Ladis,  vid  N1h6  and  Desert  Route  skirting  the  hills. 
Authority. — Jennings. 


Gtoge  or  h&lUbg  place. 


DlSTAJfCI,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Jto. 


1.  Niirf 

t  ZUT* 


••• 


26 
23 


49 


See  Route  No.  170  (a). 


At  l\  miles  the  road  leaves  the  Nahu  valley 
and  crosses  a  low  kotal ;  latter  in  present  state 
impracticable  for  guns,  and  even  wants  repair  to 
make  it  into  a  fair  camel  track  ;  but  by  making 
a  detour  to  the  S.  and  turning  the  small  range  (increase  in  distance  about  3  miles),  a  road 
available  for  wheeled  traffic  exists.  At  21  miles  the  road  descends  into  the  Sargaz  nulla 
icillod  akothe  Pahura  nulla,  a  tributary  of  the  Jalk  river),  and  ascends  its  bed  till  mile  8. 
Here  the  road  crosses  a  low  flay  kotal  and  descends  into  the  Nokddr  nulla  at  mile  9  (this  is  a 
tributary  of  the  Mashkid  river).  The  road  onwards  ascends  the  valley  of  the  nulla  to  the 
hating  place.  At  mile  10,  at  a  place  called  Patkuk,  sweet  water  is  obtained  3  feet  from  the 
srrfare,  and  several  wells  exist.  Here  grass  and  grazing  abundant  and  wood  obtainable.  At 
mise  12  the  Johldar  nulla  runs  into  the  big  nulla  we  are  ascending  from  the  left  ;  perennial 
wnter  exists  a  few  miles  up.     At  mile  17  the  Mazaraf  nulla  joins  the  Sargaz  nulla  from  the 

l..r*  :-i         i.         i—  a-  «_.  i-         j  •      •,       r  .,  ...  .,     ~.     the  halting  place 

wood,  grazing, 
guns. 


left ;  perennial  water  also  to  be  found  in  it  a  few  miles  up.  From  mile  9  to  t] 
the  valley  is  2  to  3  miles  wide.  At  Zaite*  are  several  sweet  springs  ;  grass, 
abundant ;  road  available  for  guns.    General  direction  N.  W. 


3.  Hakax  Tax 


••• 


11 


60 


The  road  runs  tip  the  valley  for  2£  miles, 
whence  it  hugs  the  south-western  slopes  of  the 
famous  Kuh-i-Safid,  a  mighty  mountain  of 
glittering  rock,  conspicuous  amongst  its  black 
brethren  (the  peaks  of  the  Sianeh  Ktih).  At  mile  7  we  cross  a  low  watershed  and  descend  to 
the  baiting  place  ;  at  ilakan  Tak,  11  miles,  there  is  an  immense  grove  of : tamarisks  ;  water  8' 
fi»m  the  surface ;  also  a  spring  on  the  right ;  path  leading  to  it  available  only  for  footmen ; 
griw,  grazing,  wood  plenty,  and  road  available  for  guns.     General  direction  \V.  N.  W. 

The  road  descends  for  4  miles,  where  the 
Makan  Tak  nulla  is  joined  by  the  Gaz  nulla, 
and  both  are  onward  called  the  Hinjirok  nulla. 
Here  water  is  obtainable  in  the  nulla  bed  a  few 


4»Naia> 


14 


74 


aaa 


238 


Route  No.  170c — contd. 
Jalk  to  Lddis,  vid  Ndhn  and  Desert  Route  skirting  tie  hills — contd. 


8tage  or  baiting  placa. 


Distajtcb.  zv  mill. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUl. 


Description,  Jfcc 


feet  from  the  surface.  At  mile  11,  in  the  middle  of  the  broad  nulla  bed,  is  a  peculiar  whit* 
hill,  known  as  ••  Ghari  Kilar."  The  valley  of  the  river-bed  between  the  Gili  mountain  and 
the  Kuh-i-Safid  is  about  2  miles  wide  From  here  to  the  halting  place  a  dense  grove  or 
jungle  of  tamarisks  exists  in  the  river-bed.  At  Naraf  is  some  rain  water  cultivation.  Water 
obtainable  a  few  feet  from  surface  in  river-bed  ;  grass,  grazing,  wood,  abundant ;  road  avail- 
able for  guns.    General  direction  of  road  N.,  slightly  inclined  to  W. 


6.  DaT-i-DbokXn 


19 


the  latter  running  to  the  Mashkic 


93 


The  road  descends  the  Hinjirok  river-bed  for 
4  miles.  Here  we  meet  the  road  running  rid 
Shoran  Chah  to  Jalk  (see  route  No.  I/O  ((/)),  and 
we  finally  leave  the  Hinjirok  nulla  on  our  n^tt, 
river.  The  road  runs  on  a  good  and  fairly  level  ground 
to  the  halting  place,  the  mighty  Mashkfd  desert  being  on  our  right ;  at  Daf-i-Drokan  are  in- 
numerable tamarisks  and  good  camel  grazing ;  no  grass  here ;  grass  said,  and  I  believe  on 
good  authority,  to  be  mo*t  abundant  8  to  10  miles  on  our  right,  i.e.,  on  the  Talab  river.  At 
Daf -i- 1  >rokan  no  water  exists,  but  plenty  is  found  7  miles  up  the  river-bed  on  our  left ;  al*o 
in  the  Talab  river-bed,  10  miles  on  our  right*  Sote. — A  glance  at  the  map  will  show  that, 
were  an  army  to  go  by  this  route,  it  would  naturally  strike  more  N.  from  Naraf.  until  it  bit 
the  Talab  river  (this  would  increase  the  length  of  the  route  by  5  miles) ;  it  would  then  m»n:b 
up  the  left  bank  of  this  river  either  to  Bug  on  this  route  or  to  Mirjawar  (tee  Route  No, 
170  (b)). 

General  direction  of  route  N.  W.    Road  good  and  available  for  all  arms. 


6.  ShXhtib-i-8iXh  ... 


23 


116 


The  road  for  the  whole  way  runs  alone  tSe 
desert  between  the  hills  on  the  left  (and  at  0>t>r 
base)  and  the  Talab  river  on  the  right,  #•*'•£ 
good  and  available  for  all  arms.  General  direct  n 
K.  W.  Grazing  and  wood  (the  tagaz)  in  plenty  en  route;  also  grass  along  the  hank*  of  «h* 
Talab  river.  At  20  miles  on  the  left,  at  5  miles  distance  from  the  route,  is  a  spring  in  tht 
hills,  "called  Shjih  Sowari,"  while  7  to  8  miles  on  the  right  is  the  large  Talab  stream.  At 
23  miles  wc  reaeh  the  halting  place  ;  here  again  water  exists  in  the  hills  5  miles  to  the  1-  ft 
at  the  head  of  the  spring  (>h:itir-i-S(ah),  which  gives  its  name  to  the  halting  place,  anil  7 
miles  to  the  right  in  the  Talab  liver.  No  grass  nearer  than  the  banks  of  the  Iaat-naioed 
river.    Wood  and  grazing  abundant. 


7.  Buo 


10 


126 


For  the  first  5 \  miles  the  road  runs  over  thf 
hard  desert  in  »  north-westerly  direction,  ur.'d 
it  reaches  the  Gazzor  river  (the  main  branch  *»f 
the  Talab  river).  Here  a  fine  flowing  stream  4 
good  perennial  water.  From  mile  5}  to  Bug  mile  11,  the  road  ascends  the  bed  of  lha 
stream  in  a  westerly  direction.  Hoad  available  for  guns,  but  somewhat  stony  and  would  re- 
quire clearing.  At  mile  5  J  is  the  main  road  leading  from  Sarhadd  to  the  Mash  kid,  Chsrseh. 
&c,  and  the  one  usually  taken  by  raiding  bands  from  or  into  Sarhadd  into  or  from  Nortw>ra 
Baluchistan.  The  other  road  taken  by  them,  especially  if  the  raids  be  from  or  on  Kharvh, 
is  rid  the  Hinjirok  nulla.  (Note. — From  Zaite  to  Bug,  the  country  is  owned  by  the  Dannsi 
Biluchis).  Along  the  route  < which  would  be  impassable  in  the  time  of  flood),  a  good  deal  >>f 
grass  exists  and  abundant  tamarwks  and  grazing,  as  also  at  the  halting  place,  while  the  r  Vcr 
water  is  excellent,  and  plenty  of  fish  arc  to  be  had  for  the  catching.  Although  in  the  middle 
of  the  hills,  there  is  room  here  to  encamp  at  least  two  brigades. 


&  LXdis  (vid  And*) 


32} 


1581 


Bug  to  Ladis,  vid  And*  32,  jmlea-» Ms  roots 
in  appendix. 


jAshk. 

Lat.  25°  38'  (/' ;  Long.  57°  46*  (f. 

A  town  on  the  Mukran  coast,  2  miles  north  of  Cape  Jashk.  It  is  situated 
on  a  small  plain  surrounded  by  sand-hills.  It  consists  of  two  or  three 
hundred  huts  and  a  mud  fort  as  well  as  the  Indo-European  Telegraph 
Station.  The  anchorage  is  a  fair  one,  and  is  in  fact  the  only  one  on  this 
port  of  the  coast  during  a  north-wester. 

Jashk  is  the  starting  point  of  routes  into  Bashakard. 


Route  No.  171. 

Jashk  to  Bamp<je,  via  Fanock. 


Authority. — Floteu. 


Staft  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAlTCI,  IF  MIL  VS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Jte. 


1.  Jl.Gflf 


••• 


27 


E.  across  a  desert.  At  6  miles  Bah],  a  small 
grassy  hollow.  From  Bahl  along  the  sandy  sea- 
shore past  Oushdahu ;  then  inland  towards  tihari- 
nah,  where  there  are  a  few  huts  and  date  trees, 
on  to  Yakdar,  where  there  are  more  date  trees,  and  a  short  distance  from  which  is  the  J  agin 
n?er  fringed  bj  a  belt  of  trees.    The  bed  is  here  half  a  mile  wide  and  of  the  richest  silt. 


2.  GiBaio 


••• 


3.  Sadaicb 


tt. 


4.  Sualo 


20 


20 


10 


6.  Kism 


&  Ptativtl 


... 


47 


67 


77 


16 


80 


them  on  the  left,  pass  oyer  4  or  5 


93 


123 


Ford  the  Jagfn,  the  river  is  deepish  and  the 
banks  steep.  The  road  goes  due  E.  over  sand-hills 
and  salt  plains.  Uabrig  is  the  chief  place  in  the 
district  enclosed  by  the  J  agin  and  Sadaich  rivers. 

Over  sand-hills  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Sa- 
daich river,  which  is  fordable,  except  when  in 
flood  after  rain. 

A  short  stage,  but  6  miles  are  oyer  slippery 
mud.  Siimg  is  a  comparatively  pleasant  spot, 
with  some  cultivation. 

Very  difficult  oyer  broken  hills  and  through 
rooky  nullas. 


Slightly  W.  of  N.  through  shingly  plains  in- 
tersected    by  sandy    watercourses.      At  about 
4  miles  cross  the   Kashi,  a  watercourse  almost 
dry.   Skirt  some  low  salt  mud  hills  and  leaving 
miles  of  shingle.   Pass  Nowalag,  a  large  salt  mud  hill  on  the 
*d£e  of  a  belt  of  trees.    Cross  the  Karwan  river  four  times,  and  then  through  the  Judar  hills 
bj  the  line  of  the  Karwan,  here  full  of  pish  trees. 


7.  SiitIpi,   or    Sabd  25  148        Up  the  bed  of  the  Karwan  and  for  2  hoars 

iM.  over  a  high  shingly  plateau ;  then  along  the  base 

of  some  barren  hills  to  the  Tenk  or  Tang  river. 
There  are,  however,  3  rivers  of  this  name  within 
SO  miles  of  each  other.    This  Tenk  has  rooky  sides  and  bottom.    Follow  it  for  about  a  mile. 


240 


Routb  No.  171 — contd. 
Jdshk  to  Bampur,  via  Fdnock—contA. 


Stags  or  halting  place. 


DlK&HCB,  Uf  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  fto. 


The  bed  is  about  400  yards  wide,  and  the  hills  which  enclose  it  nowhere  more  than  300  high. 
The  road  now  goes  N.  W.  heading  for  the  Sfhran-i-Kuh  or  Crimson  hill,  leaves  the  Tenk,  and 
goes  down  the  ^(hrani  nullah  for  about  a  mile.  Then  passing  up  a  steep  narrow  defile  de- 
scends on  the  other  side  to  the  Guri  river.  Following  this  a  short  time,  cross  another  stoop 
defile  into  the  Derai  nulla  and  then  after  a  final  steep  climb  reach  the  bed  of  the  Sart4pi 
or  Sardab. 


8.  Pazqa 


25 


173 


Follow  the  Sartapi  for  half  an  hour  bet  wwn 
low  hills  and  then  ascending  a  steep  deGl* 
emerge  on  a  high  shingly  plateau.  Straight 
ahead  is  the  Gao  Ktih  (6,400*),*  to  the  right  tha 
parallel  ranges  of  Ligandi  and  Shariki.  After  2\  miles,  round  the  N.  W.  end  of  the  latter,  and 
strike  for  the  foot  of  the  former.  These  two  ranges  are  about  1,600'  high  and  impa^saUe. 
The  Shariki  nulla,  which  divides  them,  contains  u  little  brackish  water;  8  miles  from  Lifr»n«ii 
pass  between  the  Shariki  range  and  a  low  hogbacked  hill  on  the  left.  The  pass  is  wide  and 
easy.  From  it  there  is  a  slight  descent  for  2\  miles  to  the  Gidfoh  valley,  which  is  here  quae 
straight  for  5  or  6  miles  and  about  a  mile  broad  ;  the  river  which  is  about  60  yards  wide  and 
2'  deep  is  fringed  by  a  fine  belt  of  tamarisks.  It  makes  an  excellent  camping  place,  water. 
firewood,  and  forage  being  abundant. 

After  crossing  the  river  go  E.  for  about  2  miles  :  then  N.  over  a  fairly  level,  but  mckr 
plain  past  the  Shirin  Kandag  nullah  ;  then  leaving  the  Miroi  Kuh  on  the  left,  over  3  mile*  of 
rough  ground  to  the  Hurdin  valley.  Then  over  rough  ground  to  the  Pazga  valley,  which  is 
the  regular  camping  ground  for  caravans  from  Brith. 

9.  GIbi  DeJLp  ...  25    |      198         Up  the  Pazga  valley,  which  narrow*  to  hnlf  % 

mile,  between  broad  low  hills  ;  at  1  \  miles  sinks 
the  Kahirgazi,  then  the  Kalkia  stream,  which 
follow  for  about  a  mile ;  then  leaving  it  re-entrr  t  h« 
Pazga  valley  ;  cross  the  river  and  rounding  the  foot  of  the  Kalkia  hill  again  cross  the  P:txgi. 
which  is  here  about  20'  wide  and  1  J'  deep.  Up  a  difficult  defile  called  the  RMagan  Dam^. 
through  a  sea  of  hillocks  to  the  Hadar  or  Halirt  stream  on  the  banks  of  which  are  inanj 
•ettlements.  Pass  the  Siga  Pusht  hill  and  enter  a  wide  valley  full  of  trees  and  shrubs.  One* 
more  re-enter  the  Pazga;  then  by  the  Siga  Pu»ht  nulla  to  the  Guri  river,  where  there  i*  a  Urg» 
settlement  with  date  groves  and  cultivation.  This  spot  is  a  well  irrigated  little  oa^i*.  on* 
canal  being  quite  a  mile  in  length.  The  river-bed  is  broad  and  shingly ;  settlements  aw  dotUsi 
all  along  it,  Daskir,  Rah  Gudar,  Tarampoy  being  the  principal  ones. 


10.  Binth 


15 


213 


Up  the  river-bed  between  the  villages  cl 
Jarampoy  and  Rcmluz.  About  2  miles  after 
emerging  from  the  river,  the  road  to  the, 
Fanoch   Pass  branches  off  at  a  date  grove  call«-J 

Remkan  ;    1J  miles  beyond   cross  the  rocky  bed  of    the    Zangulan  stream,  flowing  east ; 

3    miles    further    on  is  Binth,    a    mud    fort     and    village    on    a    high,    steep     hill ; 

supplies  are  scarce,  and  both  forage  and  firewood  are  brought  from  a  distance,    Altitude 

2,000'. 


11.  Fawock 


••• 


29 


many  places  is  nothing  but  the 


242        Up  the  bed  of  the  river,  the  sides  of  which 
are  studded  with  trees ;  after  about    $  miles, 
partly  in  the  stream,  partly  along  its  banks,  en- 
ter the  Fanock    pass    at  Giru     The   pass  in 
bed  of  the  river  between  steep  rocks,  and  what  with  3'  of 


*  This  Mcma  topotsiblc.    Tha  Gao  Kah  la  coaaidarably  to  tha  8.  W.  of  tha  point  hare  reached. 
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Route  No.  171 — toncld. 
Jdahk  to  Bdmp&r,  via  Fdnoeh — concld. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Durrurci,  or  milis. 


Interme- 
dial*. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


rushing  water  and  huge  boulders  is  extremely  difficult.  It  is  about  7  miles  in  length.  On 
emerging  from  it  turn  up  to  the  right  bank  past  a  ruined  fort  and  rounding  on  a  bluff,  on 
which  is  perched  a  small  mud  fort  and  the  huts  which  constitute  Fanock. 


12.  McsHKHtfrli* 


••♦ 


26 


268 


Cross  a  brackish  stream  full  of  rushes  and 
passing  over  alternate  stony  hills  and  plains, 
enter  a  dry  shingly  nulla.  Shortly  afterwards 
at  10  miles  came  out  of  the  hills  and  reached 
the  desert,  which  on  the  N.  is  bounded  by 
the  Basm&n  range.  The  road  now  turns  E. 
The  desert  is  a  mixture  of  Band  and  gravel.  Cross  a  dry  nulla  called  Murgh.  Mash- 
khutan  is  situated  among  low  hill*,  and  is  a  small  irrigated  oasis,  close  to  a  broad 
nnlla  in  which  a  shallow  stream  meanders.  The  inhabitants  are  Persians,  Lasbaris,  and 
Biluchis. 


13.  GichIx  ChIh  ... 


26 


294 


Road  lies  over  the  desert  about  3  miles  to 

the  left  of  the  low  ranges  of  Baggink,  Garamal, 

and  Band-i-Lngi.     At  8  miles  pass  to  the  right 

of  the   oasis  of  Dariabad,  and  at  10  through 

scattered  fir  trees    to    Alarri.      Here    a    little 

water  may    be    got  by   digging.     Over    heavy 

^n!  bills   through   the   gr\p   (6    miles   wide)   between  the  hills  of  Dirbum  and  Kahnok 

13  uvilciO     At  18  raita  crew*  the  low  Ganja  hills;  at  29  miles  turn  N.  E. ;  at  27  strike 

a  drf  nullah.     A  mile  further  on  is  Gucbin  Cbah,  merely  a  spot  in  the  desert  with  a  few 

*ells  and  stunted  trees. 


U.  BInptB 


30 


324 


After  10  miles  of  desert  came  in  sight  of 
Bdmpu>.  At  13  miles  Geshktik,  a  mere  pond  of 
rain  water  among  the  sand-hills.  At  15  miles 
came  in  sight  of  a  broad  belt  of  trees,  in  whiob 
stand  the  forts  of  Kasimabad  and  Bamptir, 
the  latter  in  a  direction  of  70°  E.  The  roads 
to  tbe*e  places  here  diverge,  the  one  to  Bamptir  going  through  a  series  of  stony  bills 
and  shingly  plains.  At  21  miles  cross  the  KasimabAd-lsfaka  road,  and  at  27  miles  enter 
the  wooded  belt.  At  28  miles  cross  the  broad  shallow  river  which  waters  it,  and  at  29  miles 
*nrer  irrigated  fields,  and  at  30  reach  Bampur,  which  is  a  well  kept  mud  fort  on  a  high. 
hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  or  near  it  are  about  200  huts. 
The  garrison  consists  of  about  12  guns  and  300  men. 

Johnston  gives  the  following  account  of  the  road  between  Jashk  and  Surag  : 
The  road  is,  with  one  exception,  over  a  flat  uninteresting  and  generally  desert  strip,  vary- 
ing in  breadth  from  1  to  15  miles  between  the  hills  and  the  sea.  At  about  12  miles  E  of 
J.vhk.  a  low  sandstone  spur  of  the  range  known  by  the  several  names  of  Bawari  Dan* 
I>inch  Regh,  and  Jabal  Eubzah  crosses  the  path  which  passes  through  a  gap  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  40  or  60  feet  from  the  level  of  the  plain.  The  road  passes  through  the  villages  of 
Gahdu-Suti,  Yakddr,  and  Gabi  fg.  The  dry  beds  of  the  Harlaru,  Karg&ne,  Shahr-i-Nau,  Kara- 
dang,  and  other  mountain  torrents  cross  the  track  besides  the  J  agin,  Gabrfg  and  Haiman 
rivers,  the  two  former  of  which  are  rapid  streams,  50  yards  wide  and  3  feet  deep,  with 
hank*  12  feet  high.  These  are  generally  dry  in  summer  and  autumn,  but  after  heavy  rain 
tl»*y  become  impassable  and  sometimes  overflow  their  banks.  The  country  passed  through 
ii  *andy  and  barren,  except  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  some  of  the  rivers,  where  it  is 
t/»l#»rahlv  fertile.  Some  camels  are  procurable,  but  supplies  are  very  scarce.  Good  water  is 
ptocurable  from  wells  sunk  anywhere  along  the  road. 


33 


ut 


Route  No.  172. 

JiswL  to  ChahbAjl 

Authority.— KiKKim. 

aee. 

••• 

DUfAVCl, 

,nrinus. 

Stage  or  halting  pi 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

DMcripUon,  Ac. 

1.  JagIh 

20 

20 

Small  Tillage ;  water  from  wells  not  good  or 
plentiful. 

2.  GABBfo 

••• 

24 

44 

Small  Tillage ;  water  from  wella,  not  good  ox 
plentiful. 

3.  Gwuc 

••• 

32 

76 

No  water  except  line  to  Gabrfg. 

4.  KANJrfa 

••• 

32 

108 

Small  Tillage ;  country  lerel  and  Bandy. 

6.  Sabu  Nam 

••• 

32 

140 

On  the  banks  of  a  river.    No  inhabitants. 

6.  Giim  Nadi 

••• 

28 

168 

On  the  banks  of  a  river.    No  inhabitant*. 

7.  ChahbIb 

••• 

24 

192 

Authority.— ^-FijOYEK. 


Route  No.  173. 

JiSHK  TO  KaRMaK,  Via   Kh1x6. 


8taft  or  haltinf  place 


1.  Gbigbs  ob  Gak« 
oak. 


2.  Taxq-x-Dcvl    ... 


3.  Mabbxk 

4.  SHABf FI  BIYBB 


••* 


&.  SHABiri  BIYBB.- 


6.  DIzaxaPau    ... 


24 


10P 


10  P 
15? 


15  P 


SOP 


34 


44 

69 


74 


94 


.**. 


Geigen  is  a  picturesque  Tillage  near  the  sea  xi 
the  foot  of  a  huge  bluff.  Cross  3  rivers  on  tl  f 
road.    Water  from  wells  rather  brackish. 

Fp  the  tortuous  rocky  bed  of  a  riTer  throopS 
the  Tang-i-Duhl  pass  (15'  wide)  which  after  ra-n 
is  a  roaring  watercourse. 

Still  through  rocky  bills. 

Emerge  from  the  hills  and  cros*  a  salt  mud 
plain.  The  Sharifiis  here  a  muddy  stream  tn 
a  broad  well-treed  valley. 

Up  the  Sharffi  river  for  a  short  wav ;  then  across 
a  shingly  plain ;  again  strike  the  Sbarifi,  which 
is  here  nearly  a  mile  wide  between  high  perpendi- 
cular banks.    Camp  3  miles  higher  up. 


A  very  long  trying  march  up 
through  rocky  ground. 


watercourses  and 
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•Route  No.  173— nontd. 
Jdshk  to  Karmdn,  via  KAdnu—contd, 


Stag«  or  halting  plaot • 


DtSfAYCS,  XV  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


From  the    northern    end  of  the  Dazaka  pass  a  road  branches  off  to  Aughuran,  the 
capital  of  Bashakard,  2  days'  march  or  about  35  miles  from  the  Dazaka  pass.     Aughuran 
a  massive  half -ruined  fort  at  the  confluence  of  two  rivers. 


u 


7.  Camp  on  bisk  of 
ShabIfl 


8.  R&bahing   Hill 


9.  Bau  Kkram 


••• 


10.  Hu8sii5  Khan... 


15  P 


16? 


15P 


14 


109 


124 


139 


153 


By  a  desperately  hilly  road.  Two  hours'  march 
brings  one  to  a  picturesque  valley,  along  which 
for  an  hoar  or  so ;  then  over  two  or  three  terrific 
hills  and  into  the  broad  well- wooded  valley  of  the 
Sharifi  (sic). 

Up  rocky  watercourses,  among  endless  barren 
hills,  to  the  foot  of  the  Barahing. 

Over  a  very  stony  road  to  the  broad  and  fertile 
valley  of  the  Gaz  Shirai,  near  which  there  is  some 
dense  jungle  and  many  acres  of  fertile  soil 


Over  rocky  but  fairly  open  country,  the  hills 
getting  lower  and  lower  and  the  valleys  wider. 
Camp  in  the  broad  Dar  Pahan  valley  near  a  small 
mud  village. 
Follow  the  river  to  the  wooded  plain  of  Zamin  Mtilla,  almost  the  most  westerly  village 
of  Hanhakard.  This  place  is  on  the  direct  road  between  Minab  and  Bashakard.  There 
is  a  more  direct  route  to  it  from  Ban  Keram  than  that  followed  above. 


11.  Tilling 


12.   SUMAT 


20 


15 


173 


188 


Over  a  smooth  plain  in  a  N.W.  direction ;  parts 
of  it  well  treed ;  cross  the  Sindrik  river,  and  about 
4  miles  further  on  reach  the  fertile  fields  of  Tel- 
ling.   Camp  among  trees. 


Course  nearly  E.  After  some  hours  reach  a 
narrow  defile  commanded  by  ruined  fortifications. 
The  defile  is  through  a  perpendicular  wall  of 
rock  100  yards  thick  and  about  100  feet  high, 
and  has  been  cut  by  a  stream,  whose  bed  is  here  about  150  yards  wide.  Some  little  distance 
l»yond  is  the  8eruken  river,  where  the  land  is  of  the  richest  character  and  beyond  are 
the  date  plantations  of  Surnay. 


13.  JAofn  ...  12  200        After  6  or  7  miles  the  valley  opens  out  to  a  width 

of  12  miles,  and  is  well  wooded  and  fairly  culti- 
vated. Another  hour's  march  brings  one  to  a  large 
rainpool,  near  which  camel  fodder  is  plentiful. 

Beyond  is  Jagin,  a  village  of  40  houses.    On  the  right  are  the  lofty  hills  of  Bashakard. 


14.  Mane  jiff.  •••        20  220        Over  Rand,  shingle,  and  boulders  for  5  hours, 

where  the  plain  narrows  to  a  valley,  2  miles  wide, 
which  finally  becomes  a  narrow  cleft  through  rocks. 
The  descent  on  the  other  side  is  very  had  and 

narrow,  but  at  the  bottom  is  a  magnificent  plain  with  water,  date  groves*  and  cultivation. 

The  wheat  is  very  fine. 
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Routs  No.  178— contd. 
Jdshk  to  Karmdn,  via  Khdni — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


15.  BIbgXh 


••• 


16.  Kahn6 


••• 


DlfTAJTCI.  XV  MILlfl. 


Interme* 
diate. 


Total. 


Inscription.  Ac 


20? 


240 


20 


17.  Camp 


••• 


10 


18.  Camp 


••• 


19.  Dosabi 


20.  Tih<jw 


260 


270 


20 


••• 


21.  Dasht-i-Kttch  or 
Dasht-i-Kushk* 

22.  SagdIa  or  Sakht 
d!b. 


range,  5,770f.     Across 


10 


15 


290 


16 


300 


315 


322 


338 


Past  the  fort  and  through  cultivation;  at  »h*  rn] 
of  the  march  enter  a  aroall  range  of  shi'-iry 
mounds.  Camp  among  the  date  groves  of  liar- 
gah  near  a  running  stream. 

Cross  a  low  ridgp,  the  Ab-Washur;  then  p-.«« 
the  Garaki  hiDs,  and  about  8  or  9  miles  t»\T<.*,d 
strike  alow-lying  shingly  plain,  which  ci*~+  t»» 
Kahnd,  a  mined  fort,  and  large  village  at  the 
confluence  of  three  fertile  valleys. 

Down  the  irrigated  valley  through  numerous 
date  plantations  to  a  plain  covered  with  Tr*t 
(camel  fodder). 

At  about  15  miles  cross  the  Haliri  or  Ralil,  a 
rapid  rushing  stream,  about  30  Tarda  wide  and 
fringed  with  tamarisk. 

A  short  march.  Dosari  is  a  small  village  in  the 
plains  at  the  foot  of  the  Jamal  Hurlx  range* 

Over  a  sandy  plain  N.  W.,  nnd  then  through  the 
fertile  plain  of  Giruft,  which  is  fairly  popuUtt*:. 
Tihun  is  a  small  village  about  4U  miles  E.  of 
the  Isfanaka  hills. 

Is  the  last  place  in  the  plains,  and  stands  in  a 
sort  of  bay  in  the  mountains :   hence  the  name. 


Up  the  hills  by  a  gradual  ascent  and  along  tie 

hank  of  a  tributary  of  the  Shor,  the  road   U  :n^ 

over  rock  and  shingle;  about  5  hours*  marcVnj,; 

and  climbing  bring  one  to  the  summit  of  the  ftr*t 

a  shallow  valley  to  the  second  ridge ;  noross  another  valley  to  a 


third  ridge ;  then  down  again  and  across  a  rushing  torrent  to  Sagdir. 


23.  Dih  Bakbi 


18 


355 


Half  an  hour's  march  up  to  the  Ushtartin  G^dar 
i  or  camel's  pass,  6,780'.  An  hour  further  on  pa«»  a 
1  small  oasis  of  grass  known  as  that  of  Umvl 
I  Khan,  the  maker  of  this  road.  Here  it  is  7^'Af' 
above  the  sea.  The  road  still  mounts,  eventually  reaching  the  crest  at  9,310';  it  now 
descends  through  thick  oak  scrub.  The  caravanaarai  is  2  or  3  miles  further  on;  it 
stands  in  a  narrow  grassy  hollow  7,300'. 


24.  Sabvistajt 


••• 


25.  Caiip  hbab  Tah. 

b6d. 


90 


10 


375 


385 


Down  a  mountain  stream,  by  a  pleasant  shrub- 
by path  among  sandstone  hills;  then  N.  W.,  hug* 
ging  the  hills  and  constantly  crossing  spun,  till 
the  caravansarai  of  Sarvistan  is  reached.  Camp- 
ing ground  rocky  and  barren. 

N.  W.  across  the  barren  plain  to  the  Tahrud 
river ;  camp  in  iU  bed. 
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Route  No.  173 — concld. 
Jdshk  to  Karmdn  rid  Khdnu — concld, 


DllTlXCE,  IS  If  XLES. 

Staff  or  halting  place. 

« 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description.  Ac. 

26.  JUi6k 

27.  IIaxaeI 
2S.  Mints 
20.  KarmIn 

30 

26 
17 
23 

415 

441 

458 
481 

A  long  dreary  march,  the  plain  sloping  upwards 
to  the  village  and  fort  of  Raitin. 

Caravansarai  at  9,300'. 

}     These  last  two  marches,  as  well  as  those  from 
£  Dih  liakri  to  Kanaka,  are   fully  described  in 
)  Route  No.  188.  Karman  to  Bandar  Abbas. 

Route  No.  174. 

JisiiK  to  Kasrkand,  via  Geh. 
Authority. — Hijf  ABDtJLNABi;  Grant. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAXCS,  IH  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Shahb-i-nau       ...  2  ...  Proceed    in   nn  easterly  direction,  4  miles,   to 

Gik,  and  16  miles  further  to  Shahr-i-Nau,  over  a 
plain  ;  half  way  readied  a  hot  spring,  in  the 
neighbourhood    of     which    sulphur   is    situated. 

There  is  a  shorter  hilly  road  from  Jashk  to  Shahr-i-Nau,  but  without  water  at  the  latter  place. 

Proceed  16  miles  to  Jagfn  over  a  level  road 
plain,  where  wood  and  £rass  are  plentiful.  At  this 
place,  a  rivulet  from  Bashkard  discharges  itself 
into  the  sea,  where  it  is  called  Kami  Bashkard. 

At  16  miles  arrive  at  Gabrfg  over  a  good,  level 
road  in  an  easterly  direction,  where  there  are 
plenty  of  date-trees  and  scattered  huts. 

Proceed  10  miles  over  a  level  road  in  an  easterly 
direction  to  the  confines  of  Gabrfc*,  where  we  stop- 
ped at  a  pool,  and  then  continuing  our  journey 
arrived  towards  the  afternoon  at  Halk-i-Khana,  a 
collection  of  mat  huts  under  date-trees. 

Proceed  10  miles  over  a  level  road  without,  water, 
the  ground  indicating  the  presence  of  salt,  to  the 
rivulet  of  Sudaich,  leaving  which,  and  after 
another  16  miles,  arrived  at  Surag. 

Proceed  16  miles  over  good,  level  road,  and  pass- 
ing here  and  there  date  and  ber  trees,  arrived  at 
the  Halk-i-Dilshad. 


2.  JaoI* 

16 

36 

3.  GlBBIO 

16 

52 

1  Haik-i-khIna  ... 

10 

62 

5.  Sc*io 

16 

78 

6.  DilshId 

16 

91 

1 

, 
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Route  No.  174— contd. 

Jdshk  to  Kanrlcand,  rid  Geh— oorjtd. 


DlBTAKCB,  Of  M ILB8. 


8tage  or  halting  place. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUl. 


Description.  4c 


7.  KuhIro 


16 


8.  Kkiwis 

9.  KabwAjt 


10.  Camp 


11.  KobandXb 


••• 


••• 


••• 


12 

16 


16 


16 


110 


122 

138* 


154 


170 


Proceed  16  miles  over  a  road  generally  level, 
without  water,  to  Kunaro* 

There  is  a  better  road  immediately  along1  the*  «*a- 
coast.  At  this  *toge,  there  are  about  15  wat-hut  a, 
and  grass  and  firewood  is  plentiful. 

Proceed  12  miles  over  a  level  road  to  Kaiw&n. 

Proceed  16  miles  to  a  collection  of  hats  of 
Dashtis,  still  in  the  district  of  Karwan. 

At  16  miles  arrive  at  the  confines  of  Kar. 
win. 

Proceed  to  Korandab,  or  junction  of  rivulrt*. 
over  a  road  partly  in  a  rivubt.  I  stopped  in  a 
bed  of  a  rivnM  that  comes  from  Binth,  UaKin. 
and  Fanoch;  found  no  habitations.     From  this. 


Binth  and  Dab  An  are  20  miles  distant. 

The  direction  of  this  day's  road  was  sometimes  due  N.  and  sometimes  N.  N.  £. 


12.  ChokIv 


••• 


13.  Muhy 


14  Gkh 


16 


20 


16 


186 


206 


222 


Travelled  16  miles  over  a  difficult  road  to  Cho- 
kj'in,  a  place  with  twenty  huts  among  date  trixs 
and  supplied  with  running  water. 

After  20  miles  march  in  an  easterly  direction, 
arrived  at  Muht,  over  a  difficult,  Lilly  road,  ob- 
taining thirty  huts. 


Arrived  after  16  miles  march  at  Geh.  Fro-n 
Oeh  to  Bam  pur  is  a  six  days*  journor,  four  »f 
which  to  Pib  are  impracticable  for  artillery.  T»» 
Tank  rid  Kair  four  days  over  a  very  difficult  road. 
To  Ch&hbar,  six  days,  about  50  kost  vid  Kouran,  Knmch,  and  Lag  Dan- Dan.  over  a 
difficult  road.  There  is  a  better  road,  however,  vi&  Jalai,  Kalag,  Nakencha,  DaruMar. 
Chai  Basa,  Nishiraan,  Pir  Gari  and  Sorkum,  between  which  two  latter  places  the  road  '- 
somewhat  difficult.  The  latter  lies  over  a  plain ;  thence  to  Chahbar  over  a  hilly  roau 
From  Geh  to  Bamishk  eight  days ;  to  Bahna  three  days. 

Geh  is  a  town  consisting  of  about  600  huts  aud  a  mud  fort  on  the  banks  of  a  nullah. 
The  place  contains  a  few  artisans  and  traders. 


15.  Btio 


...I 


23 


16.  Hait 


215 


248 


Left  Gik,  and  proceeded  over  a  generally  level 
stony  road,  12  kos  to  Bug,  having  now  and  thm 
to  cross  a  rivulet.    The  first  6  kos  was  in  a  X.  E 
direction,  and  the  remaining  6  in  an  E.  X.  K 
and  £.  S.  E.  direction. 

Proceeded  2  kos  to  the  fort  of  Hait,— a  gfe*i 
large  village. 


*  If  the  Karwin  htrt  mentioned  is  the  tame  at  that  in  At  John's  map,  the  dittaoee  bat  wan  U  and  Surif  i 
b#  vast*  lass  3t  srilas,  instead  of  6U    la  fact,  Um  whole  dietaoe*  sossas  ©i 
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Routb  No.  1  Ib—concld. 
Jdshk  to  Kasrkand,  vid  GeA— concld. 


Stage  o?  halting  pile*. 


DlSTAJTCB,  XV  HUBS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Descrpition,  4c. 


17.   EjLSBEUID 


••• 


8 


256 


Thence  to  Easrkand  the  road  is  a  good  level 
one,  in  an  easterly  direction,  4  kos.  The  cultiva- 
tion here  is  confined.  It  consists  of  barley, 
wheat,  beans,  peas,  and  rice  in  great  quantity, 
which  is  reaped  three  times  a  year.  The  irrigation  is  plentiful.  From  Kasrkand  to  Bampur 
is  a  6  days'  journey.  The  road  is,  I  hear,  as  follows  :  To  Champ  in  a  rivulet  bed  over  a 
stony  road  ;  thence  sandy  soil,  difficult  for  guns.  From  Kasrkand  to  Bukwa  3  days  through 
a  rivulet.     Vid  Dashtzari  to  Chahbar  5  days. 

In  hot  seasons  there  is  a  scarcity  of  water  along  this  road. 


JAURI. 
A  village  in  the  Sarhadd  district  of  Persian  Baluchistan. 


Route  No.  174  a 

Jaubi  to  Bamp<jr. 


Authority. — Jennings. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTUICl,  ijc  MILKS. 


1.  CttASHMA-I-DaDDAB 


Interme- 
diate. 


18 


Total. 


Description,  Jtc. 


For  the  first  2  miles  the  road  runs  W.,  in- 
dined  to  S„  over  a  stony  plain;  it  then  enters  the 
■lauri  KsAn  nulla  O^^rtlauri)  and  runs  N.  W. — 
[  Sote. — The  Jauri  Ma7aun  (greater  Janri)  nulla 
is  to  the  X.  of  this ;  thev  hoth  meet  lower  down  and  flow  to  the  Sarhadd  hamun.  j  At  mile  6 
»e  crossed  the  watershed  separating  the  Sarhadd  hamun  drainage  system  from  that  which 
disappears  in  a  small  hamiin  to  the  N.  of  Kuh-i  Barman.  About  6«>0  yards  to  the  left  is  a 
perennial  Hprmg,  called  Sam-i-Raji ;  from  mile  4  to  the  halting  place,  the  road  runs  between 
jarallrl  range*  of  hills  ;  from  mile  t>  to  the  halt i  Tig  place  the  road  descends  the  Tatchak  nulla  ; 
en  route  and  at  Cha*hma-i-Daddar  grass,  grazing,  and  wood  most  abundant,  as  well  as  good 
water ;  at  the  latter  also  is  some  cultivation. 


2.  CBLASniUL-l-SHOBiF 


18 


36 


For  the  first  7 J-  miles  the  road  descends  the 
same  Tatchak  nulla  ;  it  then  leaves  it  and  turns 
to  the  VV.  for  2\  miles,  when,  i.e.,  from  mile  10, 
it  rnns  nearly  due  S.  over  an  open  plain  to  the 
halting  place ;  from  this  point  likewise  a  road  leads  to  Bam  Nurmashir,  which  Persian  artil- 
lery have  several  times  traversed. 

At  7  j  miles  good  water  exists  in  the  nulla ;  also  grass,  wood,  and  grazing  up  to  this  point ; 
onwards  plenty  of  grazing  and  wood  exist,  but  no  grass,  except  in  the  hills;  at  Chashma-i- 
Sharaf  is  plenty  of  water,  which,  however,  is  very  slightly  brackish,  grazing  and  wood  ;  but 
no  grass,  except  in  the  hills. 
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Route  No.  174a. — contd. 
Jauri  to  Bdmpir — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTiFCX,  IS  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


3.  Talab 


23 


69 


For  the  first  12  miles  the  read  rnns  due.  ?.  over 
an  opt»n  plain,  crosvsing  the  watershed  separat  -^ 
the  Milan-i-Jihun  river  system  from  that  nr  • 
ninsr  to  the  Busman  haniilu.  At  mile  12  f  « 
road  enters  the  Talab  river  (a  tributary  of  the  Bampur  rivvr),  and  runs  down  it  to  the  halti-; 
place ;  it  is  available  for  guns  ;up  to  milo  12  the  road  runs  between  the  Kiih-i-Basman  ar.d  *)i* 
£iah  mountains,  but  onwards  to  the  front  and  right  front  is  the  hig  Bampur  and  Hileri  pi  r- 
stretching  away  as  far  as  the  eye  can  rca-h  to  the  S.  W. ;  at  Talab  is  good,  plentiful  water  and 
abundant  grass,  grazing  and  wood  ;  no  village. 


4.  Chamagh-i-Kash- 


9 


68 


('  chamagh  =='  spring '  in  Biluchi,  equivalent  to 
Persian  *c'iasma.*) 

The  road  runs  over  the  open  plain  due  S.  to  the 
halting  place  ;  unless  after  rain,  water  ha;  to  !»• 
brought  from  a  spring  2  miles  to  the  E.,  or  the  position  of  the  spring  may  be  made  the  baling 
place ;  grass,  wood,  grazing  abundant ;  water  sweet  ard  good  ;  roud  ava:lablc  for  guns. 


5.  Sab-i-KIshkin 


6.  Biupfo 


22 


19 


90 


109 


The  road  runs  S.,  slightly  inclined  to  E..  ovr 
the  fame  open  plain  to  the  haltir^  place ;  is  a*\i  *- 
ble  for  guns ;  at  the  halting  place  is  al«r  'a.  * 
good  water;  also  grass,  wood  an-1  graAtiu  i*: 
plenty. 

The  road  runs  S.,   slightly   inclined   to  E.    tn 


Biimpiir;  at  mile  i)  we  pass  Chah-i-Pab-i-tiirt 
a    convenient  intermediate  halting   pla.-e.   »,tii 
g«>od  water,  gra-?s,  w<od,  forage. 
The  road  is  available  for  guns  the  whole  way  from  Jauri  to  B-imptir,  and  has  several  tim<H 
been  traversed  by  Persian  artillery.     For  details  of  Bampur,  (see  lloute  No.  4(58  a.) 


Route  No.  174  b. 

K.UINtf    10    MfXAB. 


AM>riiii. — Jen'Nixo.s. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dl-TIKCI,  IS  KILKg. 


diatc.      I      ToUL 


Dcicription,  Ac. 


].  Chibkuu 


21 


At  1.V  miles  a  perennial  stream  is  crossed,  at  7 
miles  an  old  Iturez  is  crossed ;  also  another 
at  9  miles  ;  at  13}  miles  on  the  left  is  a  snml 
hamun  ;  grass,  grazing,  and  wood  abundant :  at 
2«>  milos  we  crossed  a  path  hading  to  the  I>a*tkird  hills. at  the  western  slopes  of  which  U 
ciltivation.  Here  we  reach  the  head  of  the  first  drainage  running  to  the  sea  that  we  hav* 
met  with  since  we  left  the  Kej  river  (Dasht  river;  in  January  ;  at  21  miles  is  the  halting 
pla*e;  in  the  river  bed  is  a  little  water  (the  month  being  May),  but  a  good  and  plentiful 
supply  is  obtained  in  the  well,  from  which  the  stage  takes  its  name  ;  it  is  verv  slightly  brack- 
ish  ;  grass,  wood,  grazing  abundant;  no  village  ;  general  direction  of  road  S.\V*.  by  \V.#  avail- 
able for  all  arms,  and  going  ^ood. 
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Route  No.  174  b — contd. 
Kahnu  to  Minab — contd. 


Stag*  or  bftltiaff  plaoe. 


DlfTAVCl,  Uf  XXLI8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


2.  KiLA-i-Dtizf 


••• 


17 


38 


The  road  runs  over  an  open  plain,  crossing  tri- 
butaries of  the  Minab  river.  At  7£  miles  there 
is  perennial  water,  1^  miles  on  right,  and  somn 
date  palm  trees ;  also  a  little  cultivation ;  at  9 
miles  we  cross  toe  Bir  river  (a  tributary  of  the  Minab  river)  ;  perennial  water  in  river-bed  ; 
here  are  a  grove  of  date  palms  and  some  cultivation,  called  SShamsabad.  At  10£  miles  we 
crow  another  tributary,  called  the  Gudar  river,  also  containing  perennial  running  water ;  the 
crowing  is  bad,  owing  to  high  steep  banks,  which  would  have  to  be  cut  down  to  make  a  good 
road ;  here  are  also  date  palms  and  cultivation,  called  Ziarat-i-Shah  Siilim  ;  here  also  is  a  good 
well,  5'  deep ;  at  12|  miles  we  cross  a  karez,  date  palm  trees,  and  cultivation,  called  Jasrabad. 

At  13  miles  is  another karez,  containing  brackish  water ;  at  14  miles  on  the  right  are 
more  date  palms  and  cultivation,  called  Num  Chfhi,  and  {  a  mile  further  on  right  another 
gim-e  and  cultivation,  called  Bdgh-i-Nargas ;  here  are  8  houses  ;  at  17  miles  we  reach  the  halt- 
ing place.  Here  is  a  village,  called  Kila-i-Lhizi.  The  district,  containing  4  small  villages 
i*al«>  called  Kila-i-Dtizi ;  water  good  and  plentiful  in  perennial  running  stream  ;  grass,  wood, 
grazing  abundant ;  a  very  small  amount  of  supplies  ;road  available  for  all  arms ;  inhabitants 
Persians,  under  the  Government  of  Fans.    General  direction  S.  W. 

3.  Rf;D       KhXna-i- 
KoeI 


25 


63 


For  the  first  17  miles  the  road  still  runs  over  the 
same  plain  in  a  south -south- westerly  direction, 
crossing  various  tributaries  of  the  Kila-i-Lhizi 
stream  (a  large  tributary  of  the  Mf nab  river)  and 
winding  about  a  great  deal  for  the  first  9  miles ;  it  then  (i.e.  at  mile  17)  enters  the  hills  ;  at  8 
miles  is  a  pukka  tank  or  birka,  called  "  Hauz."  From  8  miles  to  13  miles  the  road  runs  pretty 
rtraieht  over  more  level  ground;  at  13  miles  perennial  running  water  is  found  in  a  nulla 
(innther  tributary  of  the  Kila-i-Dtizi  river) ;  at  14  miles  is  a  small  village,  called  Rahdar, 
containing  6  houses  and  500  sheep,  also  groves  of  date  palms.  At  14  J  miles  also  perennial 
witr  is  found  in  a  nulla,  and  at  15-J  miles  is  a  well  of  sweet  water ;  at  17  miles  the  hills  begin, 
and  the  road  having  ascended  somewhat,  runs  down  a  nulla  (a  tributary  of  Minab  river), 
*<th  a  perennial  running  stream  ;  road  not  available  for  guns  ;  at  25  J  miles  we  halted  ;  here 
little  or  no  grass,  wood  or  forage,  but  good  sweet  water ;  no  village ;  from  mile  17  to  the  halt- 
ing place  general  direction  S. 


4.  (aJSASG-I-DANGI, 

vid  Rod<J5. 


14* 


77} 


At  starting  the  road  turns  to  the  left  and  runs 
8.  E.  to  Rochin ;  thence  the  road  runs  dne  W.  to 
Sang-i-Dangi.  For  the  first  4^  miles  it  follows 
the  right  bank  of  the  same  nulla ;  hills  on  left, 
bit  open  ground  (the  broad  nulla  bed)  on  right  front ;  here  date  palm  groves  begin ;  at  5f 
miles  we  reach  Rodun.  This  is  a  town  of  very  considerable  importance  on  left  bank  of  the 
Ftiab  river  (a  tributary  of  the  Minab  river) ;  it  possesses  600  houses,  25  horses,  3,000  sheep, 
&4)  donkeys,  and  200  camels  ;  also  a  very  large  amount  of  cultivation,  while  supplies  in  con- 
altrable  quantity  are  obtainable. 

The  hakim's  name  is  Mir  Ali  Raza,  and  the  local  headman's  name  is  Ghulam  AH. 

The  inhabitants  are  composed  of  Mirs,  A  jibs,  Dimmis,  Gad&ris,  all   Persians.    Grass  and 

wood  not  very  abundant  in  near  neighbourhood  of  town,  but  obtainable  at  a  little  distance ; 

»!*>  camel  grazing.    At  4i  miles  from  Rodun,  i.e.,  at  mile  10} ,  the  road  loaves  the   Fariab 

•  •»**-*  i.         nulla  and  enters  the  hills,  and  here  we  meet  the  direct  road 

**  Route  ft.  next  paragraph.        r^n^g  due  8.  from  last  halting  place*    I  may  note  that 

the  best  road  from  Rodun  to  Minab  is  down  the  Fariab  river,  and  thence  down  the  Minab 
river,  said  to  be  available  for  guus,  but  river  when  we  passed  was  in  flood,  and  hence  was  itn- 
pauable. 


t  (6)  Siwg-i-Dakoi , 
eid  Rod*J5  direct. 


81 


72 


For  first  4J  miles  the  road  runs  duo  S.,  hills 
being  on  right  and   open  ground  on  left ;  at  4fc 


33 
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Bouts  No.  174  B—concld. 
Kahnu  to  Mindb — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAJTOE,  Iff  XILSB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  As. 


5.  Bid  EhIbimi 


miles  the  road  turns  sharp  to  the  right  W.,  entering  the  hills,  op  the  bed  of  a  flowing  stream  at 
mile  5£;  here  tamarisks  in  abundance;  at  8  miles  the  road  leaves  this  nulla  on  right  ■»•■! 
ascends  slightly ;  then  descends  to  halting  place.  This  lowkotal  is  called  the  Gudar-i-§oHr 
(red  road  or  passage).  Here  is  a  curious  round  knoll,  called  Kuh-i-Zindan ;  this  road  is  qu.'r 
impassable  for  guns.  (Note. —  Vi de  Route  in  appendix,  "  Jagin  to  Mindb."  The  same  riwr 
being  in  flood,  I  had  to  make  a  detour  to  the  left  through  the  hills,  as  we  here  did  to  the  right,  i 
At  halting  place  perennial  running  water  is  found  in  river-bed;  grass  most  abundant,  )>ni 
grazing  and  wood  not  plentiful  within  a  few  miles,  where  they  however  exist  in  moderate  quan- 
tities ;  no  village. 

24}  96}       For  the  first  12  miles  the  road  runs  through  t  he 

hills  in  a  west-south-westerly  direction,  ascendir^ 
and  descending ;  at  7}  miles  the  gorge  narrow  * 
and  a  passage  barely  5'  wide  exists,  no  other  n«i 
being  available  ;  at  12  miles  the  road  leaves  the  hills  and  turning  sharp  to  the  left  runs  in  a 
southerly  direction,  slightly  inclined  £.,  to  over  an  open  plain  to  the  halting  place ;  at  14}  miU«« 
the  road  crosses  the  Gib  nulla,  a  perennial  stream,  flowing  from  left  to  right  to  the  sea ;  at  1 7 
miles  we  reach  "  Gorband,"  latter  is  a  large  village,  containing  100  bouses,  10  camel*,  60 
donkeys,  200  sheep ;  it  possesses  a  fort  of  mud ;  cultivation,  grass,  wood  and  grazing  abundant, 
and  supplies  to  a  fair  extent  obtainable ;  also  plenty  of  excellent  water  from  wells  and  river. 

At  21 J  miles  we  pass  a  group  of  date  palms  and  a  small  village  called  Dem  Shahr ;  at  22} 
miles  we  reach  Mian  Shah,  a  village,  also  containing  date  palms  and  some  cultivation ;  tn 
the  N.  a  couple  of  miles  off  is  the  village  of  Nauband,  also  with  date  palms  and  cultivatior  ; 
at  24}  miles  we  reach  the  halting  place.  For  the  last  7  or  8  miles  the  road  for  the  most  pait 
lay  through  a  well-cultivated  country.  Haji  Khadimi  also  haB  date  palms  and  much  oultivi  - 
tion,  and  as  stated  the  country  round  about  is  well  cultivated.  Here  grass,  wood,  grazing,  avol 
water  abundant,  while  supplies  also  are  plentiful. 


6.  MfaAB 


•■« 


5 


101} 


At  mile  1  we  enter  date  palm  groves,  and  at   1  j 
miles  we  reach  the  village  of  Shah  war,  containing 
good  cultivation ;  at  4  miles  weodme  to  the  ri«? ht 
bank  of  the  Mfnab  river  (h»re  1  mile  wit).  >. 
This  river  is  impassable  in  times  of  flood  and  always  possesses  a  good  perennial  stream ;  o«rit< 
to  its  breadth  and  slope,  however,  it  is  never  impassable  for  any  long  period  ;  the  bottom 


hard  and  good  and  passable  for  all  arms.  General  direction  S.  E.  by  S.  Mfn&b  is  a  lars* 
town,  containing  1,000  houses,  all  inhabited ;  the  town  is  situated  to  thn  W.  8.  W.  of  the  ft*t , 
the  latter  is  a  large  fabric  and  was  onee  of  considerable  strength ;  it  has  high  towers,  no*, 
however,  much  out  of  repair.  There  are  4  old  Bmooth-bores  mounted  on  the  ramparts,  and 
the  garrison  consists  of  1  non-commissioned  officer  and  12  men. 

It  is  built  on  the  extreme  north-western  end  of  a  spur  of  hills  on  the  lowest  and  neaivtt 
range  to  the  coast,  direction  of  this  range  S.S.E.,  N.N.W. ;  the  fort  is  bounded  on  two  si»ir» 
by  the  Mindb  river,  which  curves  round  it,  the  banks  being  most  precipitous,  and  on  the  other 
sides  by  the  town  and  the  south-western  portion  of  the  above  alluded  to  spur.  In  the  bazaar 
there  are  above  100  shops  of  various  sorts  ;  many  Hindoos  are  here  to  be  found,  and  the  trak> 
is  considerable ;  miles  and  miles  of  date  palm  groves  exist  to  the  3.  and  3.  W.  of  the  town, 
and  extensive  gardens  and  cultivation  are  to  be  seen  ;  supplies  abundant ;  also  grass,  grazing 
and  good  water  ;  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  there  are  8,000  sheep,  900  camels,  2i  «> 
donkey 8,  1,000  cattle,  and  double  or  treble  this  amount  could  easily  be  procured  with  das 
notice.  The  inhabitants  are  very  mixed,  consisting  of  Arabs,  Biluchis,  Path&ns  (a  few), 
Persians  and  Hindoos  while  the  ill-feeling  between  Shiihs  and  Sunnis,  the  former  of  which 
are  the  most  numerous,  is  most  marked, 

Note. — Mr.  FloyeYs  route  vid  Bargah,  Sarikahur,  Manuj&n  and  Jagin,  thence  down  tka 
Jagin  river  bed  to  Minab,  is  the  most  direct  and  far  the  best  one.  My  party  took  another 
route,  more  to  the  W.,  which  is  in  no  way  a  good  one  and  is  much  longer  ;  tut  a  considerable 
amount  of  extra  geographical  knowledge  was  obtained,  as  a  glance  at  the  map  will  show. 


*51 


kabushAn. 


'-_     9) 


vide  "Kuchan. 


KAlN. 

Lat  3C°  43' ;  Long.  59°  8'  j    Elev.  4,800'. 

A  town  in  Khuras&n,  about  70  miles  north-west  of  Farah  and  north  of  Birjand. 
It  consists  of  about  700  houses  and  a  strongieh  fort.  It  stands  in  a  plain 
surrounded  by  mountains.  The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  Arabs  and  Balu- 
chis.  The  Amir  is  a  feudal  chief  of  considerable  power  and  influence  of 
this  frontier,  and  is  a  sort  of  '  warden  of  the  marches/  Large  numbers  of 
sheep  and  camels  may  be  procured  in  its  neighbourhood.  The  carpets  of 
Kain  are  considered  the  best  in  Persia. 


Route  No.  175. 

Kaix  to  AnXrdara,  by  Golwarda. 
JvtA&rify. — MacGregor. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DiMAirci,  nr  milxb. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &o. 


L  KlLA  Khtjshjc 


2.  Taoa0  Chaxhjji 


3.  Dtsukhsh 


1  Gizfi 

&  Stoau-Hikdwa* 

LlX. 

6.  Gunt 

7.  BtiBJ  GULWARDA 
&  A5AJKDABA 


21 


21 


14 


10 


14 


10 


150 


21 


42 


66 


66 


73 


87 


97 


217 


The  road  goes  for  2  miles  over  the  Ghain  plain ; 
then  enters  hills,  in  which  it  continues  the  whole 
way.  It  is  not  difficult,  but  goes  over  easy 
passes.    Village  ;  water ;  supplies. 

The  road  goes  through  hills  and  in  the  bed  of  a 
river,  and  is  not  difficult.  Village  }  water ;  sup- 
plies. 

The  road  is  through  hills,  crossing  several  low 

E asses  and  one  highish  one,  but  is  not  difficult, 
large  village ;  water ;  supplies. 

The  road  is  between  hills  in  bed  of  river,  and  is 
not  difficult.    Village ;  water ;  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  over  a  waste.  No  hills.  Vil- 
lage ;  water ;  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  for  7  miles ;  then  between  hills 
in  bed  of  river.    Village  ;  water  ;  supplies. 

The  road  is  between  hills  in  bed  of  river  for  4 
miles  ;  then  over  water.     Water ;  no  supplies. 


An&rdara  is  a  Urge  Afghan  vi 
ing  fine  orchard*. 


Thence  over  a  waste  the  whole  way.    No  vil- 
lages between.     From  this  a  road  to  Farah  and 
Herat, 
llage,  near  which  is  a  good  deal  of  cultivation  and   possess* 
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Route  No.  176. 

EifN  to  Herat,  vid  Charakhs. 
Authority. — MacGregob  and  Stewart. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTUCE,  IS  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  ISFJLDIH 


27 


27 


The  road  is  good  down  the  Kkin  Valley  for 
4  miles  and  passes  through  the  village  of  I«hmi- 
shat.  It  then  enters  hills  and  goes  down  the  l«rl 
of  a  river,  dry  in  hoi  weather,  for  4  miles,  when  it  emerges  on  to  a  plain,  in  which  »: 
continues  for  the  rest  of  the  distance.  At  4  miles,  pass  Ishniishat.  At  7  miles  KLuuik, 
a  large  village.     Here  there  are  some  supplies.    The  water,  however,  is  brackish. 


2.  BlMBUD 

3.  Charakhs 

4.  A  Well 

6.  Gr/L  Hauz 

6.  GhuriIn 

7.  Herat 


••• 


••• 


17 
14 
21 

27 
27 

40 


44 
58 
79 

106 
133 
173 


Tho  road  ia  quite  level  over  a  plain  the  who> 
way.    Here  is  a  village,  with  water  ana*  suppli  «. 

The  road  is  quite  level  over  a  plain.  Hen;  is  a 
village,  with  water  and  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  over  a  waste.  There  is  watrr 
here,  but  no  supplies.  The  hills  are  about  4  miiw 
distant. 

The  road  is  level  over  a  waste.  Water;  no 
supplies. 

The  road  is  level  over  a  waste  to  24  miles,  when 
it  goes  over  low  hills. 

Thence  it  goes  by  the  main  Masbhad-Hn*: 
road.  This  road  is  dangerous  from  Charakh*  ■«» 
Ghurian,  and  is  not  much  used  by  kafilaa,  be; 
it  is  quite  practicable  the  whole  way. 


Stewart  gives  the  following  stages  from  Charakhs  :— 


Gr/L  Hauz 
Shukur     Chashma 
RcBAT-i-SnXn  Balcch 
Hauz-i-Baudan 
GhublLn 


•  ■* 

15 

... 

15 

..  ■ 

8 

•  a. 

23 

... 

16 

No  inhabitants.    Well  and  reservoir. 
No  inhabitants.    A  spring. 

Do.  Four  wells  of  brackish  water. 

A  hauz  or  reservoir;  sometimes  dry. 


Note  the  great  discrepancy  in  distance.     MacGregor  makes  it  48  miles 
from  Charakhs  to  Gul  Hauz;  Stewart  only  15. 


Authority. — 


Route  No.  177. 

Kajn  to  Khaf. 
Stewart  and  MacGregor. 


Staff*  **  halting  place. 


Dis-rajrci,  nr  hubs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


1.   BUZNABAD 


The  first  5  or  6  miles  over  a  plain,  where •  «afc 
river,  the  Shor  Riid,  is  cromea.  Tho  road  tin  n 
enters  some  stony  hills  called  the  Ktih  Warn, 
and  become*  impassable  for  guns.  No  suppl** 
at  Buz oal  ad,  whtoh  is  a  wretched  village. 
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Route  No.  177 — con  id. 
Rain  to  Khaf—von\A. 


Disrurci,  or  mh.ii. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

2.  Chashma    Siah 

KULLA. 

3.  Zuzan 

4.  Khaf 

23 

19 

16 

47 
66 

82 

Over  a  desolate  plain  for  23  miles.  Chashma 
Siah  Kulla  is  a  small  spring. 

At  1  mile  enter  the  Kaibar  range ;  road  wind- 
ing and  had  for  the  next  9  miles.  There  is 
a  spring  in  the  pass.  Zuzan  is  a  small  brick 
furt. 

Over  a  plain.  At  2\  miles  reach  Asadabad. 
At  9  miles  cross  a  low  range,  the  Kuh  Kalata, 
by  a  very  bad  road.  Pass  a  group  of  villages ; 
then  some  low  hills. 

MacGregor's  account  of  the  road  varies  somewhat,  and  is  given  below  : — 


1.  Bcznabad 


2  Dizak 


3.  Kalat-i-Ghibgi  ... 

4.  KliAF 


•  ». 

21 

... 

7 

... 

10 

... 

42 

21 


28 

38 
80 


Six  farsal'hs.  The  road  is  good  and  level, 
between  hills,  and  in  the  bed  of  a  river.  Pass 
village  Ishmishat  at  4  miles. 

From  Dizak  the  road  goes  to  Gudar-i-Chsng-i- 
Falak,  which  it  crosses ;  it  is  then  level.  Here 
is  a  village  with  water  and  supplies. 

The  road  is  quite  level  over  an  uninhabited 
plain  for  27  milus  to  Kiih  kaibar;  it  then  goes 
between  hills  in  a  valley  with  scrub  jungle  for  7 
miles ;  then  over  a  plain  to  Khaf. 


Route  No.  178. 

KifN  to  SabzawXr  (Afghanistan),  via  Gaz(k. 
Authority. — Stewart  and  MacGregoe. 


DlBTASCI,  XJT  M1LBB. 

Stage  or  baiting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

* 

1.  Khushjc 

2.  Shbb  Khajt 

0.  OABAB                        ... 

21 
21 
24 

• 

••• 

42 

66 

For  11  miles  over  a  stony ;  plain  then  through 
barren  hills.      Khushk  is  a  considerable  village, 
but  supplies  are  scarce. 

At  4   miles  pass   Ujjun  ;  then  over    stony 
ban  en  hills  the  rest  of  the  way.    Sher  Khan  is  a 
poor  village. 

At  2   miles  pass  the  flourishing  village  of 
Kabuda.    The  rest  of  the  road  is  very  bad,  up 
and  down  stony  hills,  very  trying  for  horses 
and  quite  impassable  for  guns.    Sarab  is  inhabited 
by  Arabs. 

25t 


Route  No.  178 — could. 
Kdin  lo  Salzatcdr  {Afghani  »tdn)f  via  Gazik — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distance,  or  milm. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  As. 


4.  GkziJL 


••• 


25 


01 


At  3  miles  pass  the  village  of  Takhta  Jio. 
At  28  miles  reach  Gazlk.  The  whole  war  the  r-  ;«  i 
goes  through  a  mass  of  stony  hills  from  5,<»" 
to,6,00u'  above  the  sea.    Gazfk  is  a  flourishing 

town  of  1,600  inhabitant* ;  within  4  miles  of  Awaz,  a  poor  village   with  a  half  ruined  fort, 

from  which  Toads  branch  to — 

Fa  rah,    6  marches  vid  Anardara. 
Herat,    6        „        „    Yazdiiu. 

MacGregor  gives  the  following  account  of  the  above  four  stages  and  the 
rest  of  the  route  :— 


1.  Kala-Khubhk   ... 


2.  Tagau    ChakhIk 


3.    DuBUKSH 


••• 


21 


21 


21 


42 


14 


4.  GizfK 


6.  Naoau-Hindwa- 

LAN. 


6.  GAZfK 


7.  B6bj    Gulwabda 


10 


14 


66 


66 


73 


87 


10 


8.  A-Hauz 


9.  ChXh  JahXu     ... 

10.  ChXh  CzbXxi  ... 

1L  EAlir-I-KALANTAfi 


14 


21 

27 
27 


97 


111 


132 

159 
186 


The  road  goes  for  2  miles  over  the  Kain  plain , 
then  enters  hills,  in  which  it  continues  the  wh«  * 
way.  It  is  not  difficult,  but  goes  over  e  »t 
passes.  Here  is  a  village  with  water  and  *uf~ 
plies. 

The  road  goes  throngh  hills  and  in  the  M 
of -a  river,  and  is  not  difficult  Here  is  a  villa^r, 
with  water  and  supplies. 

The  road  is  through  hills,  crossing  low  pM«*« 
and  one  highish  piss,  but  is  not  difficult.  Ht* 
there  is  a  large  village,  with  water  and  rap- 
plies. 

The  road  is  between  hills  in  bed  of  river,  and 
is  not  difficult.     Village  ;  water ;  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  over  a  waste.  No  hills.  Til- 
lage ;  water ;  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  for  7  miles  ;  then  hetw^J 
hills  in  the  bed  of  a  river.  Here  is  a  village  with 
water  and  supplies. 

The  road  i«  between  hills  in  the  bed  of  a  rir»»r 
for  1  farsakh  ;  then  over  waste.  Here  there  b 
some  water,  hut  no  supplies. 

The  road  is  level  over  a  waste.  The  water  in 
the  wells  here  is  brackish,  and  there  are  no  sup- 
plies. 

The  road  is  level  over  a  waste.  Water  in  weUs 
brackish.    No  supplies. 

Same  remarks  at  in  the  last  stage. 

Same  remarks.  Up  to  this  the  drainage  flows 
towards  Khaf.    No  supplies. 


265 


Route  No.  178 — eoneld. 
Kdin  to  Sabzawdr  {Afghd%iBtd%)y  rid  Gazik — concld. 


DlSTAKCl,  CT  MILES. 

stage  or  baiting  place. 

Interme- 
diate, 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

12.  AOKAL 

13.  SabzawXb 

21 
12 

207 

219 

The  road  is  level  over  a  waste.    Here  is  a  Til- 
lage, with  water  and  supplies 

The  road  is  level  over  a  waste.    At  2  miles 
pass  the  village  of  Ka. 

Route  No.  179. 

KAis  to  Sabzawar  (Afghanistan),  vi&-  YazdCx. 
Authority — MAcGrUECrOR  and  Stewart. 


Distance,  iw  miles. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  IsFADIH 

2.  JUmrDu 

3.  Chasakhb 
1  Yazdch 

5.  Peshkhjav 

6.  Akbal 

7.  SabzawXb 

27 
17 
14 
35 

30 

26 
12 

... 
44 
58 
93  ' 

... 

••  • 
••  • 

Vide  Route  No.  290. 
Rui-Khaf  to  Birjand. 

> 

Sinnll  tower  and  spring  of  water,  much  fre> 
quented  by  Afghan  nomads. 

First  Afghan  village. 
Small  Afghan  town. 

KALAT-I-NADIRI. 

Lat.  37°;  Long.  59°  52';    E lev.  3,800'. 

A  natural  fortress  on  the  northern  frontier  of  Khurasan,  consisting  of  a  plateau 
enclosed  by  a  chain  of  heights,  which  form  a  lofty  precipitous  wall  penetrable 
only  by  certain  paths.  This  plateau  is  about  18  miles  long  and  from  6  to 
lu  broad,  and  is  watered  by  a  stream,  which  finds  its  way  to  the  Atak  near 
Abivard.  The  general  elevation  of  the  plateau  is  about  4,000'  or  5,000  . 
The  whole  circuit  is  about  50  or  60  miles,  and  contains  only  eight  small 
Tillage?,  with  a  total  population  of  1,400  souls.  The  land  is  fertile  and 
productive. 

The  ordinary  garrison  is  a  regiment  of  regular  infantry. 
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Route  No.  180. 

EaLAT-I-NaDIEI  TO  BtfjNtfRD,  vitf  Daraghaz. 

Authority. — MacGhegor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlfTAYOS,  XV  MTLI8. 


Interme- 
diate 


Total. 


Description.  Ac. 


The  road  from  Kalat  to  Daraghaz  goes  back  through  the  Arghawan  gate ;  then  turning  to 
the  right,  ascends  easily  np  a  valley,  which  is  very  stony  at  first,  but  latterly  becomes  m*«i* 
earthy,  till  the  top  of  the  Guik  Kiital,  2  miles  from  the  gate,  is  reached.  From  this  :V 
hills  around  are  bare  and  earthy,  with  easy  slopes  and  rounded  tops,  all  being  covered  with 
magnificent  fodder. 

Before  reaching  the  crest  of  Guik  Kiital,  there  is  a  path  called  Kuingushi,by  which  infan- 
try and  mountain  guns  could  enter  the  fortress  of  Kalat  down  to  the  village  of  GinL 

Thence  the  road  goes  on  W.  S.  W.,  being  commanded  on  the  left  by  bold  height* ;  th<*n 
across  numerous  ravines  and  valleys,  in  one  of  which  is  the  village  or  Chnrm  (50  hon*e»i. 
The  road  then  ascends  for  a  short  distance  a  low  spur,  and  descends  by  a  bad  stony  path  to 
another  stream,  which,  unitmg  with  that  from  Churm,  goes  on  to  Archingan.  From  tl>">« 
the  road  crosses  two  valleys,  in  the  latter  of  which  is  the  village  of  Sanai.  a  mile  up  tU 
glen,  consisting  of  100  houses.  The  road  now  goes  down  this  valley  for  5  <>f  *  in*le  • 
then  over  a  spur  for  \  a  mile,  and  down  another  valley  for  f  of  a  mile,  from 
which  it  ascends  very  steeply  over  earth-covered  slopes  for  J  of  a  mile  to  the  E.  «»f 
1.  IodIlik 


18 


18 


the  Ahdahi  Pass.  Froui  thence  the  descent  to 
Igdalik  is  very  steep  and  commanded  by  an  iso- 
lated hill  with  scarped  sides  that  overhang*  the 
river  and  afford*  a  splendid  site  for  a  fort. 
From  Igdalik  the  road  ascends  to  the  Gardan-i-Tutlak  in  about  1  hour  by  an  easy  p*- 
dient,  except  the  last  200  yards  which  are  very  steep.  Thence  over  2  small  valley*.  t{»* 
first  named  Tuttak  to  the  mouth  of  the  Darband-i-Khakistar.  The  road  goes  up  this  pa**  f<  r 
nearly  an  hour  over  huge  boulders,  passing  by  positions  of  great  strength,  particularly  at  x 
part  30'  wide,  where  a  wall  15'  high  has  been  erected  across,  and  where  towers  on  t«,li 
sides  command  the  entrance.  Beyond  the  wall  a  succession  of  4  or  5  little  glens  are  pan**  '. 
filled  with  trees  and  connected  with  each  other  by  narrow  defiles.  After  leaving  thi*.  t*  • 
defile  opens  out  a  little,  though  still  crowned  by  lofty  cliffs,  as  far  as  a  place  m.i  *i 
"Chahar-Kah,"  where  2  valleys  meet,  and  whence  a  road  goes  over  the  hills  to  Kardih  «:  i 
thence  to  Mashhad.  From  this  there  is  a  steep  ascent  to  the  top  of  the  Kotnl-i-L»In,  fuller- 
ed by  an  equally  bad  descent  to  the  village  of  Lain,  containing  50  houses  of  Kurds. 


2.  LaIx 


12 


30 


From    this  the  road   ascends  at  fint  by 
easy   though    stony    gradient,   but     af'erw.r 
getting  worse  and  worse,  till  the  top  uf  the  K< » 
i-Tirgaun    is    reached   by    a  very   steep,  ** 
zig-zag  track.    It  then  descends  for  one  and  a  half  hours,  at  first  quite  as  bad  a*  the  a** 
but  then  gradually  improving  to  a  campground  of  Kdrds  near  a  spring  of   good  *m: 
whence  to  the  village  of  Tirgaun  is  1 J  miles. 


■»n 


3.  MuhammidIbXd 


27 


57 


From  Tirgaun  there  are  2  *©a3s  to  TV*, 
ghaz,  one  over  the  hills  to  the  left  by  Zanp..  • .. 
which  is  difficult,  on  account  of  the  asrettt  n.  * 
descent,  and  one  passing  outride  the  **ti«»u« 
files  direct  to  Daraghaz.  Leaving  Tirgaun  by  the  latter  route,  the  road  is  fair,  until  the  •  ' 
of  Tirgaun  is  reached.  For  20  minutes  the  road  is  very  difficult,  being  impedtd  'T 
boulders  and  shut  in  by  overhanging  cliffs.  The  defile  then  opens,  and  is  easier  for  the  iv*'. 
10  minutes,  after  which  the  open  valley  begins  ;  after  going  down  this  for  6  minnU's,  if* 
road  leaves  the  stream  to  wind  again  amid  desolate  glens  and  narrow  defiles,  till  it  eoerj" 
into  the  plain.  Thence  after  ascending  and  descending  over  several  spurs,  into  diffw* 
small  glens,  the  five  valleys  of  Zangalani  is  reached.  The  river  here  31/  broad  and  3* 
deep  is  crossed  by  a  ford,  the  current  of  which  would  be  impassable  after  rain.  Atari 
halt  a  mile  above  the  ford,  the  road  is  joined  by  the  one  over  the  hills ;  thence  it  gots  «*i*r 
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Route  No.  180 — contd. 
KaW-i-Nadiri  to  Bujuird,  vid  Daraghaz—coniA. 


DtOTASTCB,  IK  IflLKH. 


$\&et  or  haltinjr  place. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  4c. 


<fn  bills,  ascending  easily  for  J  of  an  hour,  and  then  descends  over  the  same  sort  of 
omintry  for  one  hour  and  a  quarter  to  the  deserted  fort  of  Sain.  Then  on  Dast  the  small  fort 
<>f  Kumach  Xhur  on  a  hill,  through  low  deserted  valleys,  with  good  soil  and  water  to  a 
low  ridge,  whence  a  level  road  leadB  to  Muhammadabad  in  one  hour  and  three-quarters 
from  Sain. 


1  MuLs  KtiH 


17 


74 


From  Muhammadabdd  the  road  goes  out  to  the 
S.  W.,  and  in  a  mile  passes  the  old  site  of 
the  chief  village  of  the  Khanate.  It  then  passes 
between  low  hills  for  2  miles,  when  it  passes 
Oh*  village  of  Pain -Kala,  J  a  mile  on  the  right,  and  2  miles  further  comes  to  the  village  of 
K  jsilk  Vardi,  that  of  Chapishli  being  about  I  mile  further  on  to  the  left  front.  One  mile  to 
tlit?  right  of  Pain -Kala  is  Kala-i- Abbas,  and  1  mile  still  further  to  the  right  is  SaadAbad, 
Utal  being  3  miles  further  off  still  on  the  right.  From  Khalk  Vardi  the  road  goes  over 
ah  open  undulating  plain  for  4  miles  to  the  village  of  Kala-i-Mfna,  1  mile  off  the  re- 
•jnlar  road  to  the  left.  From  this  the  ascent  of  the  Allahu  Akbar  Pass  is  made.  The  ascent 
i»  &  little  over  3  miles,  and  takes  I J  hours  to  accomplish.  The  whole  road  is  easy, 
ami  except  for  a  few  short  bits,  where  it  could  easily  be  improved,  is  practicable  for 
artillery.  Before  descending,  the  road  passes  over  a  low  neck  of  the  ridge,  after  which 
■t  sues  down  easy,  but  rather  stony,  to  a  curious  series  of  little  rocky  projections,  which  rise 
<tr:Li;;ht  out  of  the  ground  to  a  height  of  2'  or  3',  and  run  close  together  and  parallel 
to  each  other  across  the  hill.  These  make  the  road  very  difficult,  and  the  interstices 
would  have  to  be  filled  up  with  earth  before  artillery  could  get  over.  From  this  the  road 
•1  ^vnds  pretty  steeply  and  much  encumbered  by  stones.  The  last  part  is  especially  bad  going 
through  a  narrow  defile  with  cliffs  close  on  either  hand,  and  the  road  lying  over  masses  of  sheet 
rn-k,  making  it  quite  impracticable  for  artillery  in  its  present  state.  Thence  the  road  cou- 
tinQf5  alongside  the  stream,  ascending  imperceptibly  to  the  S.  of  Mian  Kuh,  about  one 
&  ile  on. 


o.  KcchXh 


25 


99 


which  there  is  a  road  to  Mashhad.     Tt  then 


From  Mian  Kuh  the  road  goes  along  the  valley, 
gradually  ascending  for  3  miles  to  a  small 
hamlet,  just  beyond  which  a  defile  is  entered, 
where  another  stream  joins  from  the  left,  up 
turns  to  the  right  up  a  little  valley,  and  presently 
commences  the  ascent  of  the  K6tal-i-Maidan-i-Khuni.  The  ascent  is  very  easy,  not  taking 
uxire  than  J  an  hour,  into  an  undulating  plain  covered  with  grass  ;  level  for  f  of  a 
nule.  The  descent  is  easy  at  first,  but  gradually  becomes  worse,  till  towards  the  end  it 
i«  very  rocky,  steep  and  difficult,  and  would  have  to  be  much  improved  for  artillery.  The 
whole  descent  is  about  2}  miles  to  the  village  of  Tawarikh,  having  a  good  deal 
••I  cultivation  and  plenty  of  water  From  this  there  are  two  roads,  1  down  the  defile, 
th>-  other  over  the  hill.  The  latter  is  the  shortest  and  is  quite  easy  the  whole  way  to  Mairi, 
a  village  of  100  houses  and  having  a  good  water-supply.  Thence  the  road  goes  down  a 
ravine  for  2  miles  to  the  village  ot  Kala  Agha  Saiyid,  when  the  main  valley  of  Kuch&n  ia 

«.  FaixabId 


19 


118 


reached,  and  from  which  the  town  of  Kuoh&n   if 
reached  in  6  miles  over  a  fine  open  undulating 
valley.    2,000  houses  of  Kurds. 
From  Kuchan  the  road  leads  straight  down  the 
valley  to  the  N.  W.  on  the  right  hank  of  the  Atrak  or  Garmakhan  river. 

At  1 J  miles  Ishm&b&d  is  past,  and  at  5  miles  the  village  of  Jafirabad.  Five  and  a  half 
cuiU«  farther  the  road  passes  Faruch,  1  mile  off,  Yam,  a  large  village  4  miles  off,  and  Kurghab 
2  toilet  off,  all  on  the  N.  of  the  road.  Still  on  down  the  valley  for  4  miles  another  group 
of  village*  is  reached,  viz.,  Burghur,  |  a  mile,  Nazzafab&d,  2  miles,  Sibguiubaz,  3  miles, 
Kliiirahad,  5J  miles,  and  Mfrwan,  7  miles,  on  the  left,  the  last  being  in  the  hills. 


34 
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Rovtb  No.  ISO — concld. 
Kaldt-i-Nitdiri  to  Bujnurd^  vid  Darng/iaz—concld. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Diarjjrcx,  or  vilis. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  fte. 


7.  ShCbwan 


16 


134 


At  about  19  miles,  Faizalmd  i*  reached. 
From  tbift  the  road  continue*  down  the  val'-i. 
pacing  the  hamlet  of   JJurziia!  ad  at  the  *J 
mile,  and  at  the  24th  mile  the  village  and  f    I 
of  Diwfn  one  mile  to  the  left.     100  house*. 
One  mile  further  on  the  village  of  Sikaura  is  passed  on  the  right   nnJer  the  hill*,  a»  • 
3  miles  on  the  small  hamlet  of  LJaghal,  10  houses  ;  at  2  miles  further  the  Tillage  of  Allahauli 
with  large  gardens,  and  5  miles  beyond  is  the  city  of  Shirwan  ,  300  houses. 


8.  ChinabXn 


22 


156 


The  road  leaves  the  town  by  the  Biijnuni  pr  • 
just  N.  of  the  citadel  at  first  W..  and  then  m  •  • 
S.  over  an  open  j>lnin  for  2  miles  to  the  r*  • 
Atrak  or  Garmakhan,  which  is  crossed  at  a  fur . 
Thence  along  the  left  bank  to  the  village  of  Hus.iinabadin  2 *  miles,  having  fine  grovet  a:  i 
vineyards.  Thence  S.  of  W.  for  2J  miles  over  easy  undulating  ground  to  the  foot  «-f  i  « 
Kotal-i-Khojah  Vardih.  The  road  then  turns  nearly  W.  and  n»  >nds  quite  easily  to  the*.  " 
in  U  miles,  the  last  part  b^ing  commanded  by  hold  clip's  on  the  l»ft.  The  descent  is  quite  •.«<. 
but  verv  stonv  for  li  miles  to  a  mill  on  the  Garmakhan  river.  Below  the  mill  i«  the  si.. 
village  of  Ifcigh-i-Sagan.  Thence  tiie  road  goes  due  W.  into  a  narrow  valley  for  3  J  mile* ;  t  ■ n 
turning  X.  the  valley  opens  more  and  becomes  quite  level,  continuing  so  for  6  miles  to  a !  * 
watet  shed,  crossing  which  it  descends  slightly  forl-J  miles  to  a  Kurdish  camp- ground,  wIut<*» 
a  road  g«>es  off  to  Garmakhan.  Still  continuing  down  the  valley,  a  point  is  reached  whenr^ 
road  branches  off  to  the  left  to  the  mountain  district  of  Rubia.and  thence  overihcTakht-i-Mi  ?• 
Hill  to  Jsfarani.   Three-quarters  of  a  mile  beyond  this  point  the  ugly  village  of  Chinaiaa  (tH 


9.    BlUNfJBD 


15 


171 


houses)  is  reached,  lying  in  a  strong  position  in  a 
little  glen  to  the  left  of  the  road. 

From  this  3J  miles  still  down  to  a  niimd 
fort  situated  in  a  hollow,  and  J  mile  forth*" 
to  two  isolated  hillocks  with  traces  of  forts  on  the  top,  and  some  wretched  her  )• 
under  the  scarp  at  their  sides.  Half  a  mile  further  the  road  leaves  the  valley  wn  '» 
run*  on  to  Gnrmakh&n,  and  turning  a  little  more  S.,  arrives  in  1-J  miles  at  the  foot  of  tl» 
Kal'iid-i-Mannar  pass,  descending  from  this  pass,  the  ascent  and  descent  of  which  are  b  ••*» 
quite  easy,  the  village  of  Gamzik  (100  houses)  is  passed,  situated  on  a  spur  above  the  vallrj 
The  valley  is  now  entered  and  a  stretch  of  fine  and  tolerably  level  ground  leads  to  the  tova 
of  Itajnurd;  1,500  houses. 


Route  No.  181. 

Kalat-i-Nadiri  to  Daraohaz. 
Authority. — MacGreoor. 


Btajre  or  baiting  place. 


1.  kncmvalv 


i  '  Dtstavcb,  is  vn.il. 


Intrrme- 
dlate. 


10 


Total. 


10 


Description,  4c. 


Village;  GO  houses :  water ;  supplies;  the  rrsd 
is  good  and  level,  through  a  defile  or  glen  W 
of  Igdalik. 


m    srei 
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Route  No.  181 — conUh 
Kaldt-i- Nadir i  to  Varaghaz — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAVCX.  1X1  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


DeacriptloD.  Ac. 


2.  Bawabd  ob  Abi- 

TABO. 


24 


34 


Thence  the  road  goes  through  a  defile,  the 
Dahana  Archingan,    about   a    mile,    and    then 
through  a  plain  along  the  foot  of  the  hills  the 
whole  way.    Village,  100  houses  of  Turkoman 
►ubjecta  of  Daraghaz.     Water  from  the  river  of  Lain. 

3.  Bawaj6 


21 


65 


The  road  is  over  a  plain  along  the  foot  of  the 
hills.     This  is  a  large  village   of  300  houses. 
Pass  village  of  Kizilja  at  4  miles  (40  houses) ; 
Dargana  at  7  miles  (100  houses) ;  Khasru,  4  miles 
(l'fl  houses).     Water  and  supplies ;  water  from  the  Shamstti  Khan  river. 

4.  DaBAQHA-Z 


•  •• 


14 


69 


Seven  miles  are  over  a  plain ;  then  to  Kizil 
K6tal  there  is  an  easy  ascent  over  low  hills,  and 
then  the  road  is  level  in. 
X.B. — The  water  of  Lain  goes  to  Khivabad ;  thence  to  Baward. 


Authority. — MacGregor. 


Route  No.  182. 

Kalat-i-Nadiri  to  Marv. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAlfCl,  in  MILKS. 


Interne 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


L  ChahIrdih  ob  Do- 

*uakh. 
2.  Kala  Obaz 


3.  SflAITLI 


42 


*■  Mait 


5.  TVrt     Kfjni     (4 
wells). 

*>•  Chad  Burxas 


*    MiEV 


•  •♦ 

84 

••# 

*•  • 

35 

«t« 

(* 

52 

52 

••• 

35 

87 

•  •  • 

35 

122 

Vide  route  Kalat-i-Nadiri  to  Sarakhs. 

Twelve  hours.  This  is  on  the  Tajand  river. 
The  road  is  over  a  plain,  with  no  water.  Here 
there  is  an  old  village.  Water  is  plentiful  and 
fuel,  jungle,  and  forage  plenty. 

Twenty- four  hours.  Thence  a  road  goes  on 
over  a  plain  with  no  water  to  Shaitli.  There  is 
no  village  here.  Water  from  a  well ;  plenty  of 
fuel  and  forajje. 


Thence  to  Marv  is  about  10  hours,  still  over  a 
plain. 
Another  road  (3  stages,  122  miles). 

About  15  hours  over  a  plain  ;  water  for  a  few 
men ;  fuel  and  forage  plenty. 

About  10  hours  over   plain ;  water,  fuel,  and 
forage  here. 

About  10  hours  mora;  still  over  bare  plain. 

NoTt. — It  was  from  Doshdkh  that  O*  Donovan  started  on  his  ride  to  Marv.     He,  however, 
*«i  fint  to  Meneh  or  Mianeh,  and  thence  across  the  Turkoman  desert  rid  Tash  Rubat  to  Marv. 


A'otc.—i'o:  kal»t-w\uJin  to  Maahiiad,  «ie  ttoutc  No.  2^>4a. 
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Route  No.  183. 

KalXt-i-NIdiri  to  Sarakhs,  via   Chahardih. 
Authority. — MacGregor  and  Napier. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlMAjrOB,  IV  MILK*. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Nafta  Gate 

2.  Chahardih 


•  •  • 


8 
10 


Uniti  with  a  little  cultivation.* 


8 
18 


3.  Mbhna 


4.  ChXcha  (outside) 


6.  Chile  a  man 

6.  Zangun 

7.  Shurakh 

8.  Sarakus 


•*. 


••* 


17 


21 


10 
10 


31 


35 

56 

66 

76 


Three  miles  through  the  Darband-i-K)  <\* 
defile,  the  remainder  over  a  plain;  the  roadwa'  :* 
very  good,  but  very  narrow,  with  command. i  • 
heights.     Here  an  old  fort  and  a  few  Turk«ui.r 

The  road  over  plain ;  here  an  old  town  in  roin« . 
water  from  the  Karatag&n   river ;   fuel,  fora^ 
procurable. 

The  road  is  over  plain;  water  from  ri%- 1 . 
plenty  of  fuel  and  forage. 

Road  over  plain  ;  water,  fuel,  forage,  old  fort 

Same  as  above. 


79.}      Water,  fuel,  forage.    This  place  is  below  i!u; 
daran. 

One  day's  journey.    Over  plain. 


Route  No.  184. 

Kalat-i-Nadiri  to  Sarakus,  via  Karatagan, 


Authority.— MacG  RK(jor. 


Stage  or  baltiog  place. 


DtflTAVt'B.  15  XI LBS. 


iiiute.      I      Totol- 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Kahataoa.5 


25 


Supplies;    1<>0    houses.      Four  uiih-*    \>\^  { 
this  is  the  Kotal  Kushtuni,  the  descent  of  « ' 
j  is  very  difficult  to  Kushtuui.     Horx-men  c*  i   ' 
ride  up.     Thence  level  for  7  miles  to   viil*^  «  t 
Kuratagau  (village,  1(X)  houses  ;  water  ;  supplies). 

35       Thence  a  road  practicable  for  artillery  £   « 
along    outside   Kalat   to  the  S.    fi>r  1'i  u 
and  ii  level  and  good.    The  remaining  lo  m:i« • :  • 
Chat*  ha  are  through  a  defile.    Old  fort.     Wat  • 

77  '     lload  soon  clears  the  defile,  and  then  conUi.t* 
over  undulating  plain  to  Sarakhs. 


2.  ChachX 


10 


8.  Saba  a*  n  a 


12 


*  Napier  uiiki  •  <t  2*\  mil."*  trotn  Ka1  a  to  (  lialiiiriih,  aud  fist*  the  following  locouut  «4  thai  part  ol  ti  ■  r  *-' 
Intra  Kalat  to  Omiuirdtli  in  the  Ata»  i  nbout  2h  mill"*.  To  the  Darbind-i-Xajtht.  in  the  north  wall  ci  K.  ■  * 
narrow  Rap.  tiimiar  i<>  th.it  of  Anrliun  s.tih.  is  7  miles  following  the  etreain  ttoad,  tar  bridle  path,  but  tnp*.  *  * 
far  gatin.  Thrtiot-  wi'i'l'mr  tlirn.i^li  j  narrow  v.il'»j,  em-lowl  bj  low  bill*  of  cUts.  niarU  End  •andttoa*,  14  t-  •*, 
to  the  lull  tkirt.  1  b<m*r  to  Out  did  h  on  tlu>  b.i.ika  of  the  el  ream,  2b  miles.  Chabardih  ha*  60  to  A)  Wbbbbl  «** 
tied  by  Turkomaut,  uudtr  lU  piuUctiuu  of  the  Khan  of  Kalat. 


261 
KANGtJN. 

Lat.  27°  49' ;  Long.  52°  8'. 

A  port  on  the  coast  of  Fare,  formed  by  a  deep  bay.  The  town  has  about 
1,400  inhabitants,  chiefly  Arabs.  The  roadstead  is  a  good  one,  and  in  former 
days  the  place  was  of  some  importance,  being  the  seat  of  a  Portuguese  factory. 
Water  and  firewood  are  obtainable,  as  well  as  some  indifferent  cattle* 


Route  No.  185. 

KANG€N   TO  FflttJZABAD. 

Authority. — Jones  and  Pblly. 


Stig?  or  halting  place. 


DlBTUTCK,  IH  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Jam-6-Rbz 


2.  Dczd-Gah 


•  »• 

18 

18 

•  •• 

18 

36 

•  •• 

27 

63 

3.  Dih-R£jc 


Camp  iff  in  an  open  desert  near  the  village. 


4.  KtHSiB-l-SlAH  ... 


6.  FiBtiZABAD 


18 


15 


81 


96 


Six  hours.  The  road  goes  over  undulating  ridges 
and  open  grounds.  Water  is  procured  from 
springs  and  wells.  Camp  in  an  open  plain. 
No  supplies. 

Six  hours.  The  road  goes  over  mounds  and 
undulating  ridges  of  pebbles.  Salt  water'  from 
streams,  but  sweet  watei  in  wells.  Camp  in  an 
open  desert.    No  supplies. 

Nine  hours.  The  road  goes  over  undulating  rocky 
ridges  and  through  a  jjorge.  There  is  a  brackish 
stream  here,  but  the  wells  are  of   sweet   water. 

No  supplies. 

Six  hours.  The  road  goes  over  undulating  ridges 
of  rocks.  Water  is  procured  from  wells.  Camp 
on  a  barren  desert.    Some  few  supplies  procurable. 

Five  hours.  The  road  goes  over  undulating 
mounds. 


Pelly,  however,  makes  it  three  marches,  as  follows  :~ 


1.  YazdCn 

2.  Kocbi 

3.   FiltiZABAD 


21 

21 

244 

45-4 

21 

66-4 

f     Six  farsakhs.      Water  from    wells.      Tree 
(dates,  and  kundr.     Road  good.     7  farsakhs. 

Six  farsakhs.  Water  from  a  stream.  Fruit. 
Roads  good. 

These  distances  must  be  too  small.  Compass 
distance  is  70  miles. 


KAR1ND. 

Lat.  34°  17' ;  Long.  46°  16r. 

A  town  in  Karmanshah,  41  miles  W.  of  that  place,  on  the  road  to  Baghdad. 
It  contains  about  1,000  houses  and  a  caravansarai.  The  place  is  well 
watered  and  is  rich  in  gardens.    There  is  a  telegraph  station  here* 
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Route  No.  186. 

Karind  to  Karmanshah,  vid  Gahwara. 
Juthority. — Jones. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAHCZ,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


4  hours  N.E. 


Gahwaba 


•M 


The  road  goes  due  N.  up  one   of  the  steeps 

ascents  possible,  over  loose  stones  and  masses  of 

rock,    for   1  hour.     The   descent  into  the  plvn 

of    Bfwanij    then     commences  ;    it    is  equal  It 

abrupt  with  the  ascent,  and  it  is  impossible  to  ride  down  it.     The  road  then  goes  over   t!.<* 

plain,  which  in  very  undulating,  with  abrupt  declivities,  and  crossing  the  Zamkun  river  hi  x 

lord  in  two  hours,  Gahwara  is  reached  in  *  of  an  hour.     Some  supplies  may  be  procured  bi-re- 

Thence  there  is  a  path  through  the  mountains  to  Uarunabad. 


5  hours  E. 


Chahaso  unesh 


••• 


••• 


The  road  lies  along  the  left  bank  of  the  ZamVin 
river.  In  35  minute**  river  is  forded.  Ti.c 
ascent  of  the  Kala  Kazf  rang**  is  then  com- 
menced by  a  rough  road  over  undulating  ridf<*s 
with  asoiTy  and  barren  aspect,  for  l\  hours.  It  then  descends  into  the  plain  and  goes  N.K., 
and  then  E.  for  1|,  when  the  river  Mirikh  is  forded  ;  in  20  minutes  more  reach  the  stage, 
a  small  valley. 

5  hours  E.S.E. 

KabmanshXh 


t*. 


••• 


The  road  ascends  the  Kamar-Zard  range  in  1 
hour  ;  then  descends  into  the  plain  of  Karman- 
shah, occasionally  winding  along  the  base  <  f 
Kamar-Zard  undulations.  At  2  hours  pass  a 
small  lake  with  trees,  a  small  stream  running  into  the  lake  is  then  crossed,  and  the  road  con- 
tinues through  the  plain  to  Karmanshah. 


K  ARM  AN. 

Lat.  29°  46' ;  Long.  56°  6' ;  Elev.  5,000'. 

A  city,  capital  of  the  province  of  the  same  name,  situated  on  the  western  side  *«f 
a  capacious  plain,  but  so  clo>e  to  the  mountains  that  two  of  them,  on  whit  h 
there  are  ancient  decayed  forts,  completely  command  it.  The  fortiticatii-n- 
of  Karman  consist  of  a  high  mud  wall  with  19  bastions  in  each  face,  and 
a  dry  ditch  '20  yards  wide  and  10  deep.  The  works  are  entirely  encompa^t  d 
by  ruins  that  extend  on  the  southern  sides,  and  there  is  a  considerable  an^n? 
of  the  space  within  the  walls  which  is  quite  deserted.  The  gates  are  1  .n 
number,  and  the  arg  or  citadel  in  which  the  Governor's  palace  is  built  l\r« 
on  the  southern  face  of  the  fort.  The  bazaar  is  well  supplied  with  articles  «  f 
every  description.  There  are  S  or  9  caravansarais  withiu  the  walls,  b^sitl*** 
many  inferior  ones  outside.  The  population  of  Katmiin  is  not  now  m  :  • 
than  30,000  Soul*,  of  which  a  small  proportion  are  Ouebres  vt  l*ar?«  ••? 
The  trade  of  Karman,  though  still  considerable,  has  never  revived  in  a 
manner  to  be  compared  to  what  it  was  previous  to  its  last  depopulate  n. 
Its  manufactures  of  shawls,  matchlt  cl*s,  and  uamdahs,  or  felts,  are  celebrat- 
ed all  over  Asia,  and  are  said  to  afford  employment  to  upwards  of  one-thu  J 
of  the  inhabitant. 


2^3 


Route  No.  187. 

Kauman  to  Bam, 


Avftorify — Got.dsmtp. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DISTANCE,  IN  MILES. 


Inform? 
diale. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Mahux 

2.  HakaiI 

3.  Ukifis 

4.  Teheed 

5.  Sabbistan 
C.  Daharzin 


23 


17-1 


26 
33 
12 
18 


23 


4f)\ 


6G£ 
99* 


111J 


129£ 


►  See  route  Karman   to  Bandar    Abbas   by  Dih 
I      Bakri,  No.  188. 


General  direction  E.  by  S.  Gronnd  bard, 
gravelly,  and  tolerably,  level.  Water  abundant. 
Daharzin  was  once  a  large  town.  It  now  con- 
sists of   a  caravansarai   erected  within    the   last 

few  years,    and    1  or  2  other  buildings  on  a  smaller  scale.     A  few  widely-scattered  ruins 

are  all  that  remains  of  former  days. 


7.  B.(m 


17 


im 


Road  good,  over  hard  gravelly  plain  as  yes- 
terday, at  first  about  E.  S.  E.,  then  nearly 
E.  N.  E.  About  13  miles  a  large  earthy-look- 
ing village  of  donv*s  on  left,  railed  Bahdi- 
rom  ;  on  right  a  kind  of  caravansarai  known  as  Haji  Askir.  The  town  of  Bara  is  situated 
cd  a  large  and  somewhat  elevated  plain  between  a  range  of  snow-capped  mountains  at  a 
ceroid* Table  distance  to  the  S.f  and  low  rocky  hills  a  few  miles  off  to  the  N.  ( Vide 
u  Ham.'*) 


Route  No.  188. 

Karman  to  Bandar  Abbas,  by  Dih  Bakri. 

Authority, — Smith. 


frag*  or  halting1  place. 


DlBTASCI,  IH  HI  LIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Alinfa 


23 


23 


S.  S.  E.     For  the  first  4  miles  there  were  many 
ruins  on  the  cultivated  ground  near  the    city. 
The  rest  of  the  road  was  over  a  sandy  desert 
gradually  ascending  to  Mahiin,    a    straggling 
torn  of  some  1,500  houses  surrounded  by  gardens,  with  a  magnificent  mosque. 


2-  KhakaitahobHa- 

KAKA. 


17* 


40£ 


The  road  sloped  gradually  upward,  turning  more 
to  the  southward,  and  entering  the  hills  on  the 
right  by  a  ravine,  both  sides  of  which  were 
covered   with   snow.    A  short  distance  up  the 

mine  we  reached  Khanakah,  a   small  caravansarai  in  the  middle  of  the  hills  lately  built 

by  the  Wakfl-nl-Mulk.    Altitude  9,300'. 
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Route  No.  18S — confd. 
Karmdn  to  Bandar  Abbas,  by  Dth  Bakri — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAIfCB,  IV  VTLE9. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


3.  Rai6n 


2G 


604 


For  the  first  6*  miles  we  rapidly  ascended  or.»r 
the  snow  to  the  crest  of  the  hills,  about  i  il-  ^ 
boyond  which  we  descended  to  Kali  Sl/>r.  :i 
small  caravansarai,  or  rather  stable,  hardly  :A  ■  : 
the  level  of  tho  ground.  A  mile  or  two  below  Kala  Slior  we  cleared  the  hills,  bat  eont:n  i 
to  descend  over  an  even  glacis  slope,  until  within  4  miles  of  the  end  of  the  march,  when  «v. 
suddenly  turned  to  the  right  over  some  low  hills  and  across  a  narrow  plain  to  iiaiun.  «ituit*-: 
on  a  slight  eminence  under  a  lofty  snow  peak  called  the  Shah  Kuh.  From  near  Kala  >■  r 
we  had  seen  in  the  distance  and  nearly  straight  ahead  the  high  snowy  range  of  Dih  IkA'i 
and  Sarbezan  P 


4.  TAHBfJD 


33 


99  J  |  For  the  first  14  miles  we  followed  the  direct  r  «l 
to  Sarbi>tan  ;  then  crossing  to  our  left  a  soft  k  \ 
or  desert,  in  which  the  horses  sank  at  marlv  ♦  \  . 
step  above  the  fetlock,  we  entered  the  half  d  . 
bed  of  a  river,  along  which  we  wound  onr  way  among  low  hills  till  we  reached  Tahnid.  T.  ■  • 
nid  seems  to  be  the  name  of  a.  small  district  rather  than  of  any  village  in  particular.  It  c  u- 
tains  a  few  scattered  hamlets  of  four  or  five  houses  each,  and  a  large  mud  caravan  sir.  i  •  i 
which  we  passed  the  night. 


6.  SabbistXn 


12 


111-J-  !  After  passing  through  about  2  mile*  of  «•••:•. 
i  vated  ground,  we  crossed  the  Tab j  lid  r.\  - 
j  flowing  eastward,  and  ascended  by  some  ■•  •• 
i  earth  hills  to  the  general  level  of  the  pU.e  ' » 
which  Sarbistfin  is  situated.  On  the  bank  of  th«  river,  a  mile  or  so  to  our  right,  we  «a*  • 
ruins  of  an  old  castle,  which  we  were  told  had  been  the  scene  of  many  a  fight.  The  dnr  *  • 
misty  and  driz/.linjr,  and  the  country  along  our  road  looked  the  very  picture  of  d«su,.t*<«<* 
Sarbistan,  like  Tahrud,  is  the  name  of  a  small  district  of  cultivation.  There  are  two  carat  • 
saraia  close  to  each  other,  in  the  larger  of  which  we  put  up  for  the  night. 


6.  Dm  Bakbi 


22 


133  & 


Soon  after  leaving  the  caravan sarat,  the  n  ' 
rounded  a  point  of  the  hills  to  the  rig:.t.  ..  I 
thence  led  nearly  straight  up  a  long  slop  ;* 
i  undulating  stony  ground  to  the  mouth  of  * 
Dih  Bakri  pa*s.  Shortly  before  reaching  the  hills,  1  enteied  the  bed  of  a  stream  ruwi  uz 
down  to  the  plain,  wh'ch  I  followed  up  nearly  to  the  end  of  the  march.  The  gropr. !  -I 
ascended  became  covered  with  snow,  and  the  weather  bitterly  cold.  Four  miles  iiN-ve  t  • 
mouth  of  the  pa*s,  I  came  to  the  small  village  and  valley  of  Dili  liakri.  At  th««  furt!n  r . » it 
of  the  vallev,  about  4  miles  beyond  the  village,  I  halted  for  the  night  in  a  small  caravan*.-  - 
The  hills  all  round  were  covered  with  dwarf  oaks,  and  the  bed  of  the  stream  which  I  «.ad 
followed  filled  with  oleander  and  other  shrubs. 


7.  Camp 


16 


I  started,    I     passed    the     stnal 


149i 


After  2  miles  over  very  deep  snow  fr»«ni  v  • 
caravatjsarai,  I  reached  the  top  of  the  pas*,  from 
which  I  continually  descended  for  tne  re*:  •  t 
the  march.  Two  miles  down,  or  4  from  w  t 
caravan  sarat  of  SakhtdAr.  The  two  caravan«a-.i.« 
are  evidently  built  so  near  each  other  as  to  afford  shelter  to  travellers  who  may  be  uitah>  *  » 
cross  the  ridge  during  heavy  snow-storms.  The  mountains  on  both  sides  of  the  road  art 
exceedingly  picturesque.  In  spring  and  summer  they  afford  excellent  grazing  ground  f-  * 
Hint  tribes  now  encamped  on  the  plains  below.  Just  before  halting  I  crossed  a  eoatidtraUr 
mountain  stream  flowing  to  the  westward. 
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Boute  No.  188— tontd. 
Karmdn  to  Bandar  Abbas  y  by  Dik  Bakri—conhA. 


8tagt  or  baiting  place. 


Drarurci,.  or  milib. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


6.  DiSHT-I-KhFSM 


24 


173 1 


From  the  place  where  I  had  halted,  I  continued 
to  descend  for  about  14  miles  to  the  plain  of 
Jiruft.  The  14  miles  one  might  divide  in  3 
parts  :  1st,  a  steep  descent  of  4  miles  through 
rocky  defile ;  2nd,  a  more  gradual  one  of  5  miles  through  a  wider  passage  among  the  rocks  ; 
and  3rd,  4  miles  still  more  gradual  over  an  open  slope  from  the  foot  of  the  hills  to  the 
bank*  of  the  Rtidkhanah-i-Shdr.  On  reaching  this  river  I  found  it  so  swollen  as  to  he  quite 
unfordable.  I  therefore  followed  it  down  to  the  eastward,  where  its  bed  seemed  to  spread 
ont  and  separate  into  several  channels.  After  riding  10  miles  along  the  bank,  I  halted  for 
the  night  at  a  small  Bahich  village  of  reed  huts  called  Dasht-i-Khushk,  in  the  Jabal-i- 
barid,  or  bariz  district. 


9.  Kabim/(bXd 


••* 


20 


193J 


Tn  the  morning  got  some  of  the  villagers  to 
guide  me  across  the  Riidkhanah-i-Sh6r,  which 
was  divided  into  20  or  30  channels  straggling 
over  a  total  breadth  of  about  3  miles.  Three 
miles  farther  on,  or  6  from  Dasht-i-Kbushk,  I  came  to  the  village  and  kala  of  Sarjaz, 
situated  about  midway  between  the  Sh6r  and  Halfl  rivers.  The  passage  of  the  latter  was 
somewhat  difficult,  the  water  being  deep  and  the  stream  rapid.  Both  rivers,  I  was  told, 
are  frequently  quite  impassable  in  spring  during  the  rapid  melting  of  the  snows.  Clumps 
of  date  palms,  growing  near  the  villages,  showed  that  I  had  now  reached  a  totally  different 
climate.  From  the  Halfl  river  I  crossed  a  soft  muddy  olain  covered  with  jungle  to  some 
low  hills,  on  the  aide  of  which  was  the  village  of  Karfmabad. 


10.  Ktjgu 


11.  WixfiiBta 


#•• 


15 


30 


208| 


238| 


The  road  lav  over  a  flat  plain,  covered  with 
low  jungle,  jujube,  and  tamarisk  trees. 


The  road  was  like  yesterday's  over  the  plain 
of  Jiruft,  but  the  jungle  became  thinner  as  I 
advanced.  Four  miles  from  Kugu  a  road 
branched  off  to  the  left  leading  to  Dihnau. 
I  won  after  passed  on  the  left  the  villages  of  Ganjabad,  Sam&li,  and  Buluk  Khusrauf . 
About  19  miles  from  Kugu  the  ground  was  strewed  with  fragments  of  old  bricks,  prob- 
ably marking  the  site  of  an  ancient  city.  Near  this  I  passed  on  the  right  the  well-watered 
tillage  and  date  plantations  of  Dih-i-Naupanjah. 


12.  KlLA-I-ASHKrED 

or  Askab. 


21 


259$ 


Road  similar  to  yesterday's  to  within  5  miles 
of  Gulashgird,  where  I  entered  some  low  hills 
at  the  village  of  Khadirmah?  For  3  miles 
I  followed  the  bed  of  a  stream  of  fresh  water, 
the  banks  of  which  were  covered  with  date  trees.  Then  turning  .to  the  left  for  2  miles, 
I  reached  the  castle  and  large  reed  village  of  Gulashgird,  which  stands  on  an  eminence 
near  come  bare  rocky  hills,  and  overlooks  an  extensive  plain  in  the  direction  of  Ban- 
dar Abbas. 


13.  Rfo-KnlirAH-i- 
DcedL 


19 


278J 


Across  the  plain,  which  is  flat  and  sandy,  with  a 
thin  sprinkling  of  jujube  and  tamarisk  trie*. 
l?ud-Khdnah-i-l)uzdf,  at  which  there  is  a  small 
village  and  a  large  half -ruined  fort-  with  a  good 
diMi.  is  the  boundary  of  the  provinces  of  Karma  n  and  Far?,  a  cornor  of  the  latter  of  which 
W*  projects  to  the  eastward  between  Karman  and  the  Bandar  A  bias  district.  The  river 
flowing  to  the  eastward  is,  1  believe,  the  same  that  reaches  Minab. 


35 
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Rotjtb  No.  188— concld. 
Karmdn  to  Bandar  Abbot*  by  Dih  Bairi— conoid. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiKurcz,  nr  kiixb. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  4*. 


14.  Gudab  ShUBjUC  ... 


15 


onen  tank  of  fresh  water  by   the 
Minab  branches  off  to  the  left. 


15.  Camp 


••♦ 


30 


293i     After  crossing  the  river,  I  gradually  aaeende>l 
over  hilly  ground  and  dry  beds  of  streams  to 
Qudar     Shuran,    where    there    were  4  or    5 
small  huts.    About  half  war  I  passed  a  square 
side  of  the  road.    Within  a  mile  or  Gudar  the  road  to 


323| 


Six  hours  and  a  half  on  the  road  from  Godar 
Shuran  to  an  IHat  camp,  at  which  I  halted, 
under  the  Kuh-i-Naitin,  nearly  the  whole 
way  over  a  most  difficult  mountain  pass.  Sis 
miles  gradual  ascent  from  a  small  stream,  which  1  crossed  near  Gudar,  brought  me  to 
the  watershed,  from  which  1  at  once  began  a  steep,  rocky  descent,  over  which  it  was  impos- 
sible to  ride.    Six  miles  down  I  passed  a  small  date  plantation. 


16.  Takht-i-Kh<J8H 
k6h. 


20 


343& 


Two  miles  from  the  camp  we  came  to  the 
Sulu  Balm  (?),  a  large  river  flowing  round  the 
base  of  the  Kdh-i-Naiun,  which  we  had  son* 
difficulty  in  crossing.  As  the  usual  road  passes 
along  its  bed,  we  were  obliged  to  scramble  over  the  hills  on  the  right  bank  to  the  villa** 
of  Naiun,  after  which  we  had  a  good  road  through  a  well  cultivated  district  to  the  small 
town  and  ruined  castle  of  Khushkrih.  Ten  miles  farther  on,  the  road  passing  through  con- 
tinuous cultivation,  I  arrived  at  Takht-i-Khushkuh,  a  town  with  extensive  date  plantations, 
containing  about  1,500  houses. 


17.  Bah  dab  Annis  ... 


39 


3821 


Over  a  most  uninteresting  plain  from  Takbt-i- 
Khushkuh  to  Bandar  Abbas.  I  crossed  some 
streams,  which  I  believe  all  dry  up  in  sum* 
mer,  and  passed  a  few  insignificant  villages  of 
reed  huts. 


Route  No.  189. 

KaRhXx  TO  BfRJAND,  via  Khab&l 

Authority.— Abbott  and  Ferrier. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DtSZAVCB,  or  KXMU. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac* 


1.  Dabakht   Asj(n. 
Dabajcht-i-Asui/b 


18 


18 


I  proceeded  at  once  on  my  way  to  Khibfa. 
Getting  clear  of  the  town,  I  travelled  for  the 
first  4  miles  across  the  plain  towards  the 
mountains,  and  rounding  a  point  in  the  bill*, 
lost  sight  of  the  town,  and  was  presently  traversing  a  small  plain  of  sandy,  stony  soil 
by  a  gentle  ascent  for  5  miL* ;  then  entering  the  district  of  Kuh-paya,  we  rings* il  In* 
bills  to  Gdrghaz,  a  poor  dismal-looking  village.     Here  the  rain,   which  had  been  gather)**; 
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Routs  No.  189— contd. 
Karmdn  to  Birjand,  vid  Kkabh— contd. 


1  h  rr  -  m  • 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAJTCl,  I1T  MILI8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


■ince  the  morning,  fairly  set  in.  At  about  the  16th  mile,  the  village  of  Pusht-f-Shfrfn 
wu  seen  a  mile  to  our  left.  The  whole  country,  mountains,  plain  and  valley,  the  latter 
of  which  we  were  then  descending,  slopes  very  considerably  towards  the  east,  giving  one 
an  idea  of  a  descent  towards  the  sea.  Proceeding  3  miles  further  in  a  direction  east,  we 
reached  the  village.  The  distance  from  Karman  is  called  7  farsakhs  (in  this  part  the  measure 
has  reference  to  the  space  which  a  laden  donkey  will  traverse  in  about  1  hour).  I  make 
the  distance  to  be  about  18  miles. 

M.  Khanikoff  says  that  the  route  between  Karman  and  Chahar  Farsakh 
is  not  only  not  passable  by  wheeled  carriages,  but  in  some  places  no  convey- 
ance could  pass  without  being  carried  on  men's  shoulders. 

The  "  gluch  "  or  oleander  is  a  source  of  much  danger  to  animals  on  this 
route.  One  of  the  horses  of  the  caravan  with  which  Khanikoff  was  travelling 
died  from  eating  them. 


2.  CH4HABFAB&LKH... 


21 


39 


We  left  by  an  ascent  leading  E.N.E.  to- 
wards  a  deep  cleft  in  the  mountains,  passing 
several  small  hamlets  amidst  trees  and  cultivation, 
and  a  mound  called  Dih  Shir  excavated  for  habita- 
tions. We  entered  the  mountains  at  the  2nd  mile  by  what  proved  a  magnificent  pass,  but 
narrow  and  rough,  and  having  a  stream  through  it  flowing  eastward.  Our  progress  here 
became  very  slow,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  windings  of  the  stream 
obliging  us  frequently  to  ford  it.  The  valley  occasionally  narrowed,  thickets  occupying 
the  banks  of  the  stream.  Towards  the  6th  mile  we  quitted  the  main  valley,  and  ascended 
through  a  narrow  ravine  leading  at  first  S.,  but  presently  S.SE.,  and  at  the 
7th  mile  reached  the  summit  of  the  ascent,  lofty  mountains  extending  on  either  side ;  then 
an  easy  descent  over  rough  ground,  in  direction  S.S.E.  At  1\  miles  the  village 
Fu»k  was  pointed  out  to  the  S.8.W.,  4  miles  distant.  At  8J  miles  we  entered 
»  narrow  ravine,  having  a  limpid  streamlet  winding  through  it;  and  at  9j  miles  another 
clear  stream  joined  it  from  the  S.  We  continued  down  the  valley,  which  increased 
in  depth  and  boldness  as  we  advanced  ;  but  at  11th  mile  we  quitted  it  to  ascend  by  a  steep  and 
narrow  ravine  or  gully  in  a  general  direction  S.E.  by  S.  The  mountains  are  here  composed 
of  limestone,  and,  indeed,  most  of  the  hills  we  have  traversed  to-day  appear  to  be  of  that 
formation. 

At  the  13th  mile  we  reached  the  summit  of  the  ascent,  which  in  one  part  was  very 
abrupt ;  and  then  we  made  a  long  descent  through  a  wild,  mountainous  country.  At  the  19th 
stile  we  reached  the  plain  of  Khabis,  which  place  was  visible  with  its  groves  of  palm  trees  in 
the  distance.  At  about  the  21st  mile  we  alighted  at  the  hamlet  Faizabad  (called  also  Chahar 
Farsakh),  The  distance  is  reckoned  at  7  Arak  farsakhs.  1  believe  I  am  safe  in  saying  that 
srtillery,  excepting  of  the  lightest  description,  oould  not  be  brought  by  the  road  1  traversed 
this  day,  excepting  by  previous  laborious  engineering ;  but  camels  can  travel  by  it.  There 
it  another  and  easier  road,  however,  from  Karman  to  Khabis,  which  is  generally  avoided  on 
sccoont  of  its  being  frequented  by  Baluch  marauders ;  it  leads  from  Karman  to  Dahnah 
Mazar,  and  thence  7fartakhs  by  a  valley  to  Dahnah  Gar,  a  pass  to  the  N.W.  of  Khabis  ; 
guns  may  be  brought  by  this  road. 


3.  KfliBfs 


10J 


49* 


The  road  led  by  a  slight  descent  over  very 
rough  and  stony  ground.  Past  the  village  Kiina- 
ran  towards  the  4th  mile.  I  observed  several 
plants  and  bushes  on  this  plain  as  I  approached 

Khabfe.   We  passed  for  a  considerable  distance  through  groves  of  date  and  orange  trees,  and 

slighted  after  a  short  ride  of  10J  miles. 
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Route  No.  189— coneld. 
Karmdn  to  Birjand>  vid  KAabis--concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAJTCB,  IV  KXLSS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Ferrier  makes  it  only  46  miles  as  far  as  Khabis.     From  which  place 
onward  he  gives  the  following  stages  : — 


4  CHA8HH a  Dshbisf 
6.  DAtinEotfur. 
6.  BXgh  Asad 


•t* 


7.  Gujab 

8.  KosErjD 

9.  God-i-Namab 

10.  Hauz 


«•* 


••• 


•t* 


•i* 


••• 


11.  K6h  Bakhtav  ... 

12.  Atash  Khxjda  ,.. 

13.  Sab-i-ChXb 


14.  Majan 

15.  Zababad 

16.  Baxat 

17.  BlBJAND 


•t* 


•  M 


••• 


•  •• 


14 
21 
11 
18 
14 
14 
18 
11 
18 
18 
14 
14 
14 
14 


60 
81 
92 
110 
124 
138 
156 
167 
185 
203 
217 
231 
245 
259 


Walled  village,  50  houses,  Persians. 

Bains ;  no  water ;  no  house. 

A  small  stream  of  bitter  water.    No  boose. 


► A  dried  well.    No  boose. 


A  spring  of  brackish  water.    No  house.   Town 
of  Nebhandan,  25  miles  from  this  eastward. 
A  spring  of  fresh  water.    No  house. 

Walled  Tillage,  100  houses,  Persians. 

400 

25 

100 


•» 


fl 


II 


•» 


M 


n 


Walled  town,  1,000  houses,  Arabs  and  Penitni ; 
1,000  houses  outside. 


Route  No.  190- 

KaBXXn   TO  MinXb,   Vld  JEEtjFT  AND    RtjDlJjf. 

Authority.— Pelly. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dmcurcs,  or  xxlh. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Deeeription,  Ac 


1.  Mliri* 

2.  Bakhah 

3.  Sab  i-Gtjdab 

4.  Pa-i-Gitdab-i. 

Sab  BfzA. 


28 
28 
24 
16 


28 
5C 
80 
96 


7  hours. 

7 

6 

4 


» 


» 


ii 
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Route  No.  190— cz%td. 
Karmdn  to  Mi  nab,  vid  Jerift  and  Ridkdn— contd. 


DlSIAJTCS, 

nr  milks. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

Deuriptfam,  Ao. 

6.  Jee6pt               ... 

16 

112 

4  hours. 

6.  E6d-i-Khjll1l    ••« 

20 

132 

5      ,, 

7.  Kahht} 

24 

156 

6      „    Chief  village  of  Rudbar  district. 

8.  Rctx-KhXna-Bib,.. 

24 

180 

6      „ 

9.  R6d-Khanah-i- 

Dtzdi. 

10.  Gudab-i-ShubXn 

16 
16 

196 
212 

4      „ 

4       „ 

1L  PaHAL                    M. 

16 

228 

4      „ 

12.  DilbIz              ... 

8 

236 

2      .. 

13.  Kbxxshtjb        ... 

16 

252 

4      „ 

14.  MiKiB 

24 

276 

6      „ 

This  route  is  travelled  by  caravans,  and  appears 
to  be  the  shortest  and  most  direct. 

Authority— Lumsden. 


Route  No.  191. 

Kabman  to   Sehkoha    (SfsTAN). 


DxsxAirci, 

nr  MtuiB. 

. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  NuXMAJBHAHB       ... 

110 

110 

Seyen  short  marches  of  from  4  to  Sfarsakhs; 
water  at  each,  sufficient  for  a  large  kafila.  A 
town  inhabited  by  Baliich  Shiahs  belonging  to 
Persia. 

2.  G6bo 

35 

145 

3.  Dabwaza-i-Nadib 

56 

201 

Over  a  barren  hilly  country.  Water  plentiful. 
No  village. 

4  Gctlabax 

••t 

««• 

A  spring  on  the  neutral  desert  between  Karman 
and  6iluchiatan. 

5.  Sab-i-Shila        ... 

21 

••• 

The  Shela  comes  out  of  the  SIstan  Lake  when 
it  is  very  full. 

6.  Wjlejcax 

28 

Ml 

A  small  Baliich  Tillage!  with  plenty  of  water. 

7.  Sehk6ha 

14 

•  ft 

£70 


Route  No.  192. 

Karican  to  SHfRAZj  via  Ab6bakr. 
Authority. — Pottinger, 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dmuroi,  ur  xilss. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  Camp  at  Gardin... 

2.  RubIt 


3.  Kala-i-Agha* 


4  PIKala 


••t 


6.  Mivajc 


6.  Shahb-i-Babek  — 


7.  EubXt 


••• 


8.  Kharah 


9.  KhAnsar 


••■ 


10.  MazXb 


11.  Near    Pass    op 
Arsirjajt. 


Total. 


Detoriptlon,  Ac. 


6 
40 


63 


40 


8 


26 


28 


30 


14 


14 


42 


6 


46 


109 


149 


157 


183 


211 


241 


265 


269 


311 


Road  lies  over  a  plain.    Water  good. 

The  road  is  over  a  plain  bounded  by  mountains, 
very  good  the  whole  way.  At  30th  mile  pa** 
village  of  fiagun,  where  there  is  good  water. 

^  The  road  is  over  a  bare,  hard,  gravelly  plain 
interspersed  with  jangle.  At  20th  mile,  peumi 
small  fort  of  Eabutar  Kbana.  After  56th  mile 
enter  an  extensive  well -cultivated  plain  between 
the  mountains,  which  here  approach,  with  abun- 
dance of  water. 

The  first  half  is  over  a  plain,  and  the  U*t 
among  or  over  mountains.  The  road  is  exc«**- 
sively  bad,  but  there  is  pleuty  of  water  on 
it 


The  road  lies  over  a  continued 
and  bad  mountain  passes. 


series  of  rocky 


The  first  10  miles  is  over  a  continuation  of  the 
range  of  mountains ;  the  latter  part  is  a  bar* 
and  uncultivated  plain.  The  road  is  good  the 
whole  way,  particularly  in  the  plain,  where  it  is 
hard  and  flat 

The  road  is  level  and  good  over  a  plain.  The 
water  at  this  village  is  rather  brackish  and  n**t 
plentiful. 

The  road  is  very  good  over  a  barren  plain,  over- 
grown  in  some  parts  with  jungle*  About  half 
way  cross  a  river  of  liquid  salt. 

The  road  is  generally  very  good,  through  a 
beautifully  romantic  country,  intersected  and 
separated  by  ranges  of  lofty  mountain*,  through 
one  of  which  the  road  is  cut  out  of  the  rock  lor 
about  50  yards,  the  path  being  very  narrow. 

The  road  is  good.  The  first  3  miles  are  rather 
hilly,  and  afterwards  it  goes  over  a  plain  ran* 
ning  E.  and  W.  between  mountains,  an4 
varying  in  breadth.  The  country  is  pictoresuae, 
and  in  great  part  cultivated. 

The  whole  of  this  march  is  difficult  The  moan- 
tains  are  near  on  both  sides*  and  the  road  is  is 
most  places  stony  and  bad.  It  principally  lies 
through  a  valley  (with  a  great  deal  of  jog** J. 
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Rootb  No.  192— conld. 
Karmdn  to  Shirdz,  rid  Abubakf — contd, 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTABTE.  IX  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Jtc. 


at  the  W.  end  of  wbich  is  the  defile  of  Arsinj&n,  which  town  is  5  miles  N.  of  the 
38th  mile.  The  defile  is  very  narrow,  not  exceeding  in  some  parts  50  yards  in  width,  and 
nearly  2  miles  long. 


12.  Suislz 


#•» 


At  12  miles  pass  village  of  Kanjan.  At  15th 
mile  cross  the  Band  Amir  river  by  a  bridge; 
then  go  over  a  plain  for  6  miles,  and  then  enter 
a  valley  between  the  mountain*,  varying  in 
breadth  from  1  to  6  miles.  The  road  is  rather 
rough  and  stony  in  some  places,  but  not  by  any 
means  bad. 


Route  No.  193. 

Kidman  to  SnfitAZ,  via  Saidabad  and  Nf Rfs. 
Authority. — Lovett. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


1.  BioHiH 


•  •a 


2.  EMXir*i-SrjBXH  ... 


3.  SaIdatIbId 


••• 


L  81ii>IbXd 


•♦• 


DlSTAJTCB.  XV  XILX8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


23 


34 


25 


16 


23 


57 


82 


98 


Description,  Ac. 


Road  over  plain  in  a  S.  W.  direction.  Pass  the 
Hasaniah  Sarai.  Village  of  120  houses,  with 
a  serai.    Water  from  river  Charak. 


The  road  passes  through  hills  of  some  little  ele- 
vation over  2  passes;  the  first  called  Gudar-i- 
Dukhtar,  with  a  sarai,  where  there  is  water.  At 
Kh&n-i-Stirkh  only  a  sarai.  Water  from  stream* 
No  provisions  (8,000'). 


Proceed  westerly,  ascending  from  Mashfsh  to  a 
ruined  fort ;  several  villages  about.  Thence  in 
a  southerly  direction  and  W.  along  river-bed  to 
solitary  caravan  sarai.  Thence  ascend  and  cross 
Kuh-i-Bariz;  bad  descent.  Road  after  this 
winds  along  the  bed  of  river.  Village  of  150 
houses.  One  large  house  available  for  accommo- 
dation.   Water  from  kaudt  (6,OW). 


Road  over  a  cultivated  plain.  S&dab&d,  a  large 
town  of  400  houses,  the  chief  town  of  district, 
with  bazaars,  bamams,  <fec.  Water  from  kandt 
foOOtf). 
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Route  No.  193— eontd. 
Karmdn  to  Shirdz,  via  Sdiddbdd  and  Niris— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiftAXca,  nr  kxlxb. 


Interme-. 
dlate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


6.  KhubIbXd 


6.  Dabht 


7.  BbshwI 


8.  Katb6 


•  •• 

20 

•  •• 

23 

•  •• 

20 

•  •* 

22 

9.  NfBfs 


10.  EhU 


••• 


11.  KhXn-i-Kttf    ... 


12. 


••• 


13.  D6dbh 


14.  SHiiix 


39 


35 


23 


21 


19 


118 


141 


161 


183 


222 


257 


280 


301 


320 


Road  across  Halt  lake,  passable  after  rain,  salt 
being  very  hard.  Pass  Tarabad.  Land  exten- 
sively cultivated.  Numerous  villages.  Khair- 
ab&d  is  a  small  village  with  a  fort  containing  onU 
6  families.  Water  from  landt.  Cultivation 
near  village. 

Road  goes  along  tbe  shore  of  salt  lake ;  thon. 
along  a  plain  at  the  foot  of  Tang-chal  hi1!* 
finally  crossing  a  pass.  At  Dasht,  30  hut«  , 
brackish  water  from  welL    No  fodder. 

Road  winds  between  low  hills,  stony  but  fair. 
Beshna  has  a  4-towered  fort  and  a  ganien ; 
30  houses.    Water  from  stream  and  wells. 

Road  along  the  bank  of  a  stream  amidst  tamar- 
isk bushes,  then  over  Aaoir.  40  houses.  Wj'cr 
from  kandts  (5,200'). 

Road  good  beyond  pass.  Water  procura! '.  * 
h alf  way.  Near  eastern  extremity  Deshan.  Tin- 
forts  with  wind-towers.  Large  town,  3.5u* 
houses,  with  an  ancient  masjid.  Water  frum 
kandts.    Supplies  of  all  kinds. 

Water  at  Burj  Hajiabad.  None  after  tiD  tH- 
lages  of  Nafargan  and  MuhammadAbad.  Two 
hundred  houses.    Water  from  streams. 

Road  good  along  shores  of  salt  lake ;  nasi  sprits? 
of  hot  water.  Pass  Khaliklbad.  No  hou>*« 
at  Khan.i-Kitf.  Water  from  kandt.  No  fod- 
der procurable. 

Road  good  all  the  way.  Trees  at  KMn-i-Kltf . 
Tower,  ruins  of  sarai.  Round  headlands  mvr 
bridge  called  Pul-i-Talkh.  Pass  old  ruin  to  left. 
Raleh,  Din,  HalUlabad  and  Chinar.  No  wat<r 
till  Hallalabad.  Five  hundred  houses.  Water 
from  spring.  Sailab&d,  large  village,  2  miles  u.- 
north ;  gardens,  fruit,  Sx.,  abundant. 

Road  good.  Past  stream  after  11  miles ;  pass 
Kbairabad  and  other  villages  in  Kolw&r  plain  to 
right;  pass  also  Yazdi-Khast  on  left.  DcVlch 
is  a  village  of  200  houses.  Water  from  springs. 
There  is  a  small  sarai. 

Pass  villages  of  Darian  and  Khnskh  Mul'i. 
Then  by  valley  of  Khuskh  Mulla  to  Kara«tl 
Khanah  on  road  from  Bfdeh.  Thence  thnrafft 
Tang-i-Turkan  to  Sadich  and  Shlrau. 


873 


Route  No.  194. 

Kabmah  to  Tabas. 


Authority. — Kinneir. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiSTAjroi,  or  mus. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.   CHASXA   BtJHJ      ... 

2.  Tabas  K6chak  ... 

3.  Kala  Kuvf 

4.  JafibAbad 

5.  Kala        Husain 

Khan. 

6.  Keg  Shutaban  ... 

7.  Ha6z-i-Sultan  ... 

8.  Tabas 


27 

27 

27 

64 

27 

81 

38 

119 

31 

150 

43 

193 

35 

22S 

39 

267 

The  road  is  over  a  plain* 


Route  No.  195. 

Rahman  to  Yazd,  vid  Kaemanshahan. 


Authority. — Gill. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DlflTAjrCI,  IS  X ILXI. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.    BiGHfa 


UJ 


141 


the  mountains  on  the  right  and  rises  over  t 


At  4  J  miles  a  well ;  a  little  beyond  this  point  the 
road  to  Akbarabad  branches  off  to  the  left.  At 
6  J  miles  the  village  of  Sdtdhdd  (?)  lay  J  mile  to 
the  right  of  the  road.  The  road  now  approaches 
le  very  slight  undulations  that  extend  from  its 
ht«<\  The  road  now  bends  round  slightly  to  the  E.  At  11J  miles  the  village  of  Akbarabad 
1>*  about  2  mile*  to  the  left,  and  soon  after  B.ighfn  can  be  seen.  The  road  then  bends  a 
lit*!*  towards  the  W.  At  13 \  miles  cultivation  begins.  Up  to  this  point,  the  road  from  the 
w«»U  ha*  been  over  sand,  heavy  in  some  places.  There  is  a  caravansarai  a  little  to  the  right 
of  tht»  roai.  And  just  beyond  is  an  irrigation  stream.  At  14.J  miles  Chappar-Khana  of 
K'i^Mi.  At  liaghin  the  water  is  brackish.  Supplies  are  plentiful,  and  there  are  250  to  300 
iuhubitanta  and  extensive  cultivation  all  round.    Altitude  of  Baghin  5,610'. 


2-    RcBAT 


16 


30J 


Over  a  plain,  mountains  on  left,  distant  some  10 
or  12  miles,  and  on  the  right  about  1  or  2  miles 
distant.  At  6J  miles  pass  the  village  of  Saadi  on 
the  left.  It  appeared  to  be  1  or  2  miles  distants. 
The  road  is  good  all  the  way  to  Rubat,  which  was  reached  at  16  miles.  (Smith  also 
estimate*  this  at  16  miles.)  The  caravansarai  here  is  new  and  very  good,  with  summer  rooms 
{heldkhdna)  on  the  roof.  Some  people  live  here  permanently,  who  provide  supplies  to 
travellers.  The  water  is  from  wells  and  is  very  good.  The  village  is  small.  Altitude  of 
KubeU  6,310'. 


33 
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Route  No.  193— contd. 
Karmdn  to  Shirdz,  vid  Sdiddbdd  and  NirU — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  plaoe. 


DlRAVCS,  XV  KXLS8. 


Interrae-. 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


5.  KhiibXbXd 


6.  Dasht 


20 


23 


7.  BkshnI 


8.  Katb6 


••• 


9.  NfBis 


20 


22 


39 


10.  KhIb 

35 

11.  Khah-i-Kitf    ... 

23 

12.  KtshAmhh         ... 

21 

13.  D6dxh 

19 

14.  ShIbIx 

... 

* 

118 


141 


161 


183 


222 


257 


280 


301 


320 


Road  across  Rait  lake,  passable  after  rain,  s*'.; 
being  very  hard.  Pass  Tarabad.  Land  exten- 
sively cultivated.  Numerous  villages.  Khair- 
abad  is  a  small  village  with  a  fort  containing  onU 
6  families.  Water  from  kandt.  Cultivation 
near  village. 

Road  goes  along  the  shore  of  salt  lake ;  then, 
along  a  plain  at  the  foot  of  Tang-chal  hill* 
finally  crossing  a  pass.  At  Dasht,  30  huU, 
brackish  water  from  well.    No  fodder. 

Road  winds  between  low  bills,  stony  but  fair. 
Be  shod  has  a  4-towered  fort  and  a  garden; 
30  houses.    Water  from  stream  and  wells. 

Road  along  the  bank  of  a  stream  amidst  tarn«»r* 
isk  bushes,  then  over  kavir.  40  houses.  Water 
from  kandt*  (5,200'). 

Road  good  beyond  pass.  Water  procurml!' 
halfway.  Near  eastern  extremity  Deshan.  Tvu 
forts  with  wind-towers.  Large  town,  3.5UO 
houses,  with  an  ancient  masjid.  Water  frum 
kandts.    Supplies  of  all  kinds. 

Water  at  Burj  Hajiabad.  None  after  til)  vil- 
lages of  Nafargan  and  Muhammad&bad.  Two 
hundred  houses.    Water  from  streams. 

Road  good  along  shores  of  salt  lake ;  pass  spring 
of  hot  water.  Pass  Kbalikabad.  No  house* 
at  Khin-i-Kitf .  Water  from  kandt.  No  fod- 
der procurable. 

Road  good  all  the  way.  Trees  at  Khan-i-Kitf . 
Tower,  ruins  of  sarai.  Round  headlands  ovpr 
bridge  called  Pul-i-Talkb.  Pass  old  ruin  to  left. 
Raleh,  Din,  Hallalabad  and  Cbinar.  No  wat,  r 
till  Hallalabad.  Five  hundred  houses.  Water 
from  spring.  Sdil&b&d,  large  village,  2  milt*  to 
north ;  gardens,  fruit,  Ac.,  abundant. 

Road  good.  Pass  stream  after  11  miles;  pass 
KhairaMd  and  other  villages  in  Kolwar  plain  to 
right;  pass  also  Yazdi-Khast  on  left.  D6deh 
is  a  village  of  200  houses.  Water  from  spring*. 
There  is  a  small  sarai. 

Pas*  villages  of  Darian  and  Kbuskb  MnKL 
Then  by  valley  of  Khuskh  Mull*  to  Karaw  .1 
Khanah  on  road  from  Bideh.  Thence  tbrougn 
Tang-i-Turk&n  to  Sadicb  and  Shirk. 


273 

Route  No.  194. 

Kahhan  to  Tabas. 


Jmttoritj. — Kinxei  r. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAJTCS,  XV  MILXB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  On  as  ma  Bub j    ... 

2.  Takas  Kuchak  ... 

3.  Kala  Nuvf 

4.  JafibJlbad 

6.  Kala        Hcsain 
ha  w . 

6.  Ueo  Shutaran  ... 

7.  Hauz-i-8ult1n  ... 

8.  Tabas 


27 

27 

27 

64 

27 

81 

38 

119 

31 

150 

43 

193 

35 

228 

39 

267 

The  road  is  over  a  plain. 


Route  No.  195. 

Karman  to  Yazd,  vid  KabmanshIhan. 


Authority. — Gill. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DiflTurcx,  is  MILXI. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.   BAOHfK 


Hi 


the  mountain*  on  the  right  and  rises  over  t 


14 J  At  4  J  miles  a  well ;  a  little  beyond  this  point  the 
road  to  AkbarabAd  branches  off  to  the  loft.  At 
5J  miles  the  village  of  Sdtdbdd  (?)  lay  \  mile  to 
the  right  of  the  road.    The  road  now  approaches 

_ _  _.0 .  le  very  slight  undulations  that  extend  from    its 

Ki«*.  The  road  now  bends  round  slightly  to  the  E.  At  \\\  miles  the  village  of  Akbarabdd 
li*»-  about  2  rail***  to  the  left,  and  soon  after  Blghfn  can  be  seen.  The  road  then  bends  a 
li*»  i*  towards  the  W.  At  13 £  miles  cultivation  begins.  Up  to  this  point,  the  road  from  the 
wv  1  ha«  Wen  over  sand,  heavy  in  some  pine*.  There  is  a  earavansarai  a  little  to  the  right 
of  th*  toad.  An  1  just  beyond  is  an  irrigation  stream.  At  14}  miles  Chappar-Khana  of 
H iifhf'i.  At  lti^hfn  the  water  is  brackish.  Supplies  are  plentiful,  and  there  are  250  to  300 
inhabitants  and  extensive  cultivation  all  round.    Altitude  of  Baghin  5,610'. 


2.  Rcbat 


16 


30J 


Over  a  plain,  mountains  on  left,  distant  some  10 
or  12  mile«,  and  on  the  right  about  1  or  2  miles 
distant.  At  6}  miles  pass  the  village  of  Saadi  on 
the  left.  It  appeared  to  be  1  or  2  miles  distant*. 
The  road  is  good  all  the  way  to  Bub&t,  which  was  reached  at  16  miles.  (Smith  also 
estimate*  this  at  16  miles.)  The  earavansarai  here  is  new  and  very  good,  with  summer  rooms 
iltdtdkhdna)  on  the  roof.  Some  people  live  here  permanently,  who  provide  supplies  to 
travellers.  The  water  is  from  wells  and  is  very  good.  The  village  is  small  Altitude  of 
Rabat  5,310'. 
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3.  BahramIbad 


36 


6GJ 


Start  from  Rubat  at  7-15  a.m.  Tfv*  r.<I 
over  mud  and  somewhat  slippery.  (Sm'tS  r»k  .• 
it  a  hanl,  light-colored  sounding  soil :  bat  it  «  « 
probably  dry  or  frosty  weather  when  he  jxi*«^:  } 
There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  cultivation  aroand  ttubAt,  extending  some  distance  a'"  4 
both  sides  of  the  road.  Leaving  Rubat  the  road  is  about  in  the  centre  of  the  plain,  wh»c;i  -* 
about  10  or  12  miles  wide,  bounded  by  mountains.  Tha  road  continued  over  *jft  nnl 
without  variation.  At  6]  miles  a  tank  for  the  collection  of  rain  water  was  rem-hed.  (T -»« 
is  called  an  db-amhdr.)  These  tanks  arc  Rome  7'  or  8'  deep,  lined  with  brick  ;  th.y  an*  1*.  ■  ; 
20'  long  and  12'  broad;  but  of  course  vary  considerably  ;  they  are  covered  with  «oti«l  bn  «w- 
work  and  an  arched  roof.    They   have  drains  underground  running  into  tucin  by  w».,jh 

they  aro  filled. 

There  were  no  people  here.  At  this  point  hard  gravelly  ground  begins  immediately  z  th* 
road  very  slightly  ascending  the  glacis-like  end  of  a  spur  from  the  S.  Tin's  coir.  >■:  ■» 
up  to  Kabutar-Khana,  where 'there  is  again  cultivation.  In  these  plains  there  it  n«un  a 
tree  of  any  kind  except  in  the  gardens  round  the  village,  and  from  Karman  to  this  p1*.v  t?* 
plain  is  utterlv  bare.  At  13  miles  arrive  at  the  Chappar-Khana  or  po-t-hous*  at  ivalu:  ir- 
K liana.  (Smith  estimates  the  distance  at  14  miles.)  At  Kabutar-KmVm  there  i*  a  u-m 
earavansarai,  a  very  small  village,  and  some  cultivation.  There  is  also  here  a  grave  wi:..  a 
broken-down  tower  or  pillar,  which  is  visible  to  the  naked  eye  from  the  caravansarui  of  ItuhU 
on  a  bearing  2 S3.0  From  Kabutar-Kh&na  over  a  hard  plain,  where  the  road  wa*  eic*'l!<-^!. 
At  21 J  miles  arrive  at  another  tank  or  db-ambdr.  This  is  supplied  by  kandt*.  N  -...• 
people  live  here,  but  there  are  no  houses,  no- cultivation,  no  shelter,  exoept  under  the  ro«#f  of 
the  tank,  and  no  supplies  of  any  kind.  The  road  is  still  over  the  bare  and  desert  pl-iin  and 
now  about  the  centre  of  it.  It  is  10  or  12  miles  wide,  bounded  as  usual  by  bare  nv>un!  tin* 
At  25}  miles  pass  some  old  choked-up  kandt  wells ;  hence  the  road  winds  slightly  instead  uf 
the  undeviating  straight  line  followed  hitherto. 

At  27  miles  Nasaria  village  about  2  miles  to  the  left.  At  this  point  there  n  a  lone;  line 
of  kandts.  Soon  after  the  plain  is  covered  with  a  good  growth  of  camel-thorn,  good  feed- 
ing for  camels  or  donkeys.     In  places  too  the  road  is  over  very  heavy  sand. 

At  31 J  miles  the  village  of  Abdulab&d  lies  on  the  road.  (Smith  estimate*  this  distance  at 
35  miles  and  5  miles  on  to  Bahramabad.)  Here  there  is  much  cultivation  of  wheat,  cot :•■-». 
&c.  Here  there  is  a  good  irrigation  stream  of  excellent  water  supplied  by  kandts  f  and  al*o 
a  poor  caravansarai,  while  many  villages  can  be  seen  in  every  direction.  Henoe  the  culti- 
vation is  continuous  to  Bahramabad  and  there  are  large  flocks  of  sheep  and  cattle. 

At  3G  miles  arrive  at  the  Chappar-Khana  of  Bahramabad.  There  it  a  caravansarai  here 
and  a  large  bazaar.  The  place  contains  some  10,000  people.  l*he  water  is  excellent  au  I 
plentiful,  supplied  by  kandts.    Altitude  of  Bahramabad  4,693'. 


4.  KfltfsHrati 


*t» 


22)1 


89 


Over  a  cultivated  plain ;  road  at  first  nearly 
W.  At  2  miles  a  road  goes  up  to  the  left  to  U,* 
mountains.  The  main  road  still  continues  fcn  ap- 
proach the  mountains  on  the  S.  At  3  mile* 
the  cultivation  ends.  Here  are  vast  numbers  of  kandt  wells.  The  road  over  a  plain  tutor- 
times  sandy,  sometimes  gravelly,  the  mountains  on  the  right  some  8  or  10  miles  dt«t*nt. 
The  road  gradually  bends  more  northerly.  At  6  miles  an  irrigation  stream  and  ca]tivAtt<«a 
begins,  which  extends  all  round  the  villages  of  Mahdiabad  and  KtidratAhad.  At  7  m:\*% 
a  yakhdan  (reservoir  for  ice)  is  close  to  the  road.  From' here  Mahdiabad  lies  \  mile  to  t1* 
right  and  Kudratabad  \  mile  to  the  left.  At  7}  miles  Dahnab&l  and  at  8}  miles  Hnnnuzahtd. 
At  this  place  there  is  water.  (Smith  also  mentions  Husainab&d  near  here.)  Beyood  this 
village  there  is  no  cultivation.  The  road  is  in  many  places  over  heavy  sand.  The  plain  it 
covered  with  a  good  deal  of  camel-thorn.  At  14}  miles  Wfah,  a  village  with  walls  aod 
towers,  lies  a  mile  to  the  left.  Henoe  over  the  same  plain,  the  road  turning  a  tittle  mctv 
northerly.    At  15  miles  an  db-ambdr.    Here  there  was  a  good  amount  of  water ;  bat  without 
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bockets  animals  cannot  be  watered.  From  here  on  the  left  or  S.  the  plain  stretches 
about  4  miles  to  the  base  of  high  and  bare  mountains  ;  and  on  the  right  or  N.  it  extends 
*  me  8  to  12  miles.  Altitude  4,545'.  The  road  still  over  the  same  plain,  going  for  a  mile 
t*»*ide  an  irrigation  stream.  Here  the  plain  bears  a  growth  of  scrubby  and  very  small  tama- 
rnk ;  now  quite  brown.  At  18}  miles  are  a  few  ruins  and  a  walled  enclosure,  once  a  garden, 
uixr  abandoned.  At  20  miles  walled  gardens  with  water  and  cultivation  ;  some  cotton,  of 
which  there  is  a  good  deal  grown  between  Bahramabad  and  Khiish-khti.  At  22J-  miles 
am  re  at  Khush-khu.  The  road  the  whole  way  level ;  no  perceptible  rise  or  fall,  though  the 
harumettr  shows  a  slight  descent.  The  village  of  Khush-khu  is  small ;  but  there  is  a  good 
ett<»nt  of  gardens  and  cultivation.  There  is  a  good  caravansarai,  a  fort,  and  the  usual  Chapar- 
Khana.  Khush-khu  lies  close  to  the  mountains  on  the  8.,  the  plain  being  bounded  on  the 
N.  E.  hv  mountains  some  miles  distant.  (Smith  estimates  this  distance  at  26  miles.)  Alti- 
tude of  Ktnwh-khd  4.535'. 


5.  Asia 


32£ 


121J 


On  the  same  plain.  At  1 J  miles  a  village. 
At  4.J  miles  a  large  village  lies  a  mile  to  the 
right.  The  road  continues  over  the  same  flat 
plain  bounded  on  both  sides  by  steep,  bare  and 
«T*CffT  hills.  At  12  mih*  Shaharaihad  lies  1}  miles  to  the  right.  At  16}  miles  arriv**  at  the 
p*i«T-hou8P  at  Bai&z.  Here  there  is  a  caravansarai  and  a  small  village.  On  the  W.  the 
p'ain  i*  bounded  by  a  low  ridge  2  or  3  miles  distant ;  behind  this  is  a  higher  rango  of 
•nowy  bills.  To  the  E.  of  the  plain  there*  is  a  long  low  ridge,  behind  which  again  are 
higher  hills  without  snow.  Altitude  of  Bai&z  4,482'.  Hence  the  road  is  at  first  some- 
what »tmv 
I>at))&tahftd, 

I- 1 fit.    (Smith  estimates  this  at  3b*  miles.)    Altitude  of  Anar  4,375'. 


6.  Kk&MAs&Blul3i 


36 


157} 


t1.*?*  are  higher  mountains.    Not  a   blade 


Over  a  flat  desert,  with  absolutely  no  growth 
of  any  kind  upon  it,  and  no  water.  Road  at  first 
a  little  stony.  On  the  right  a  low  ridge  bounds 
the  plain  for  the  whole  distance.  On  the  left 
of  grass  along  the  whole  of  this  road.  The 
jr  »'ind  is  rather  broken  as  Shims  is  approached.  At  20}  miles  arrive  at  Shims,  which  lies 
<•!  «••  to  the  northern  base  of  a  black  hill  seen  from  Khush-khu.  Here  there  is  nothing 
bat  tue post-house  and  a half-niineil  caravansarai;  no  cultivation  ;  and  only  a  little  very  salt 
wa*er.  (Smith  estimates  this  at  23  miles.)  Altitude  of  Shims  4,515'.  The  road  now 
«kirt»  the  black  hill  on  the  left,  gently  ascending  towards  the  right  edge  of  a  red-colored 
m  "intain  s»»en  from  Khush-khu.  At  28  miles  the  road  runs  between  low  hills,  with  the 
r*l  nioaotain  seen  from  Khush-khu  close  on  the  left.  At  30}  miles  the  road  again  enters 
t'w*  plain,  having  crossed  over  the  end  of  a  spur  from  the  mountains  on  the  S.  From 
Anar  to  Karmanshahan  there  is  no  cultivation,  but  from  Shims  the  plain  is  covered  with 
t'ifu.  At  36  miles  arrive  at  the  post-house  at  Karm4nsh4han.  There  is  no  village  here  ; 
no  "oltivation.  Besides  the  post-house  there  is  a  new  caravansarai  by  the  side  of  an  old  and 
rimed  one ;  there  is  also  a  Telegraph  Office.  Karnianshnhan  lies  close  to  the  hills  on  the 
W,  and  from  it  mountains  and  hills  are  seen  in  every  direction.  To  the  N.E.  the 
I'Nin  slopes  gently  downwards  to  the  village  of  Baiazdarun,  3  or  4  miles  distant.  Beyond  that 
Tillage  lotre  is  again  a  gently  ascending  plain  to  the  mountains,  a  mile  or  two  further,  that 
fcund  it  on  that  side.  (Smith  estimates  the  distance  from  Anar  to  Karm4nshahan  at  40} 
mil**.)    Altitude  of  Kanuanahahan  4,775'. 


7.  Saj-i-Yazd 


31} 


188J 


The  road  at  first  skirts  the  foot  of  the  hills  on 
the  left.    To  the  right  the  ground   slopes   down 
very  gently   towards   some   kavir,  s<mn»  2  «>r  3 
mi  fen  distant ;  beyond  this  it  again   slopes    gen- 
ii/ upwards  towards  a  low  ridge  at  no  great  distance.     On  the  right  there  is  a  rugged   hil 
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which  the  road  8kirts.  The  road  is  over  a  plain,  where  there  are  no  signs  of  cultivation. and 
no  habitations  until  the  ruinous  caravansarai  and  ruined  post-house  at  Zain-ud-dfn  are 
reached.  The  plain  bears  a  growth  of  tufU  and  camel-thorn.  There  are  iamfts  viable  at 
the  bottom  of  the  plain. 

At  6.}  miles.  The  plain  is  divided  by  a  ridge  on  the  right  that  begins  here.  The  road  it 
still  close  to  the  hills  on  the  left. 

At  14 i  miles  arrive  at  Zain-ud-di  n.  The  ridge  on  the  right  comes  to  an  end  her**.  T!  e 
road  from  Karmanshahan  is  in  some  places  rather  atony,  but  it  is  level  and  pmd.  Th<»rv  .• 
no  cultivation  and  no  water  on  the  road.  At  Zain-ud-din  itself  there  is  no  cultivation.  T  + 
scanty  supply  of  water  is  salt.  There  are  no  houses  and  no  inhabitants.  The  caravan  tarsi  i* 
little  better  than  a  ruin.  Th«  post-house  is  now  no  longer  used,  and  is.  in  mi  n«.  Some 
lives  here  now,  and  no  supplies  of  any  kind  can  be  obtained.    Altitude  of  Zain-ud-din. 

4,695'. 

At  this  point  the  plain  slopes  some  10  or  15  miles  downwards  to  the  right,  and  is  hound*  1 

by  mountains.    This  plain  has  a  good  growth  of  camel-thorn,  Ac.     There  is  no  water  b^bit-n 

the  salt  water  at  Zain-ud-din  and  Sar-i-Yazd.     From  Zain-ud-din  the  road  skirt*  a  low  li'ic 

on  the  left,  behind  which  are  some   high  mountains  ragged  and  bare  with  snow  unth»»m. 

From  Anar  onwards  there  are  no  signs  of  cultivation  except  at  Baiazdartin,  till  7  miles  lev«r.«l 

Zain-ud-din. 

At  20|  miles  the  road  ascends  to  the  summit  of  a  low  ridge,  which  is  just  high  enough  t-> 
give  a  view  of  Sar-i-Yazd. 

At  21 J  miles  there  are  some  habitations  {  mile  to  the  left.  They  are  occupied  by  some 
wild  mountain  people  called  Shtiro. 

At  22  j  miles  on  the  left  there  is  a  fort  and  garden,  with  more  dwellings  of  the  ?!  urn 
people,  who  are  pastoral  in  their  habits,  selling  milk  and  wool. 

At  31 J   miles  arrive  at  Sar-i-Yazd,  signifying  the  boundary  of  the  Yazd  district. 

From  a  little  distance  this  has  the  appearance  of  a  large  and  important  plao>\  hut  a  c1.  vr 
inspection  shows  that  J  of  what  appears,  to  be  houses  are  but  heaps  of  mud,  and  that  the  t.>*  « 
is  a  miserably  p<»or  pi aee.  There  is  a  good  caravansarai,  and  the  water  is  sw«n»t.  fStu  th 
makes  it  15  iiiiles  to  Zain-ud-din  and  34  to  Sar-i-Yazd.)     Altitude  of  Sar-i-Yazd  l,4">. 


8.  Yazd 


22 


2 10 J  Over  a  desert  plain  about  2  or  3  miles  fr»rr  •"'  • 
mountains  on  the  left.  Tho<*e  on  the  rj'  • 
l»eing  invisible,  as  the  air  was  full  of  da*:  \i.\:  . 
but  the  plain  seems  to  extend  some  !«*<*  1- 
miles  in  that  direction.  Just  outside  Sar-i-Yazd  there  were  some  abandoned  fields  w  r  a 
a  low  wall  on  the  western  side,  which  had  been  built  to  prevent  the  sand  drifting  ovr 
the   fields.    There   were  also  long  lines  of  kandts  which,  however,  do  not  now  bring  wa*.  r 

sufficient  for  cultivation.     At  6 J  miles.    The  small  village  of  Takiabad  lies   \  a  mile  to  u  - 

»   ii 

At  8}  miles  a  dry  tank  lies  a  little  to  the  left  of  tho  road. 

At  13}  miles.  Here  is  the  large  village  of  Muhammadabad  with  caravansarai  and  p  ••'- 
bouse.  Here  is  much  cultivation  and  many  mulberry  trees.  Water-melons  and  opium  t  •* 
much  cultivated.  On  the  road  we  had  seen  but  one  solitary  camel  carrying  chopped  ••-!» 
to  Yazd.  But  at  this  place  everything  suddenly  changed.  Here  is  the  junction  if  t:  • 
roads  to  Shiraz-Saidabad  and  Karman.  Here  was  plenty  of  good  sweet  wat«*r,  and  imtii  *- 
diatelv  beyond  the  village  cultivation  begins.  The  roads  were  suddcnlv  pe«»plti|  mrS 
name  "and  animals  coming  and  going.    At  14*  miles  a  good  irrigation  strc.tm  of  »«eet  *»*  - 

At  22  miles  arrive  at  the  Governor's  house  at  Yozd. 

From  Sar-i-Yazd  to  Yazd  there  is  continuous  cultivation  the  whole  war.     Amongst  *•*' 
thing*  potatoes  are  grown.     (Smith  estimates  the  distance  to  Muhammadabad  at  10,  to  V.».-  i 
at  20  miles,  and  the  total  distance  from  Karman  to  Yaxd  at  237 J,  but  by  plotting  i«a  th* 
nap  my  distances  appear  to  W  almost  exactly  right.) 

The  house  ot  the  Governor  at  Yazd  is  a  large  enclosure  or  fort.    Altitude  of  YA*d  3,7? ^ 
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1.  Sab  Asub 


22 


There  are  two  routes  to  Yazd  besides  that  hero 
followed  [vide  Routes  195  and  ). 

The  road  passes  the  W.  end  of  the  Saidi  hills. 
Soon  after  limestone  hills  begin  to  appear  on  the 
kft.  At  10  miles  these  hills  become  continuous,  and  the  road  ascends  between  them  and 
the  Hutkan  range.     Sar  Asi&b  is  a  village  with  enravansarai  among  orchards. 


2.  KhIncs 


3.  ZlBAWD 


4.  TroHfiijA. 


22 


19 


34 


44 


63 


97 


w:th  fields  and  orchards. 
Water  plentiful. 

5.  KtUBAXl* 


Under  the  Hutkan  range,  which  lies  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  and  through  several  villages, 
Chalrtit,  Gurohuh,  &c.,  to  Khanuk. 

Cross  the  bed  of  a  torrent  on  leaving  the  village ; 
march  down  the  plain  passing  many  villages. 


Ascend  the  slope  on  the  right.  At  1 6  miles  reach 
2  houses  ;  then  cross  the  neck   of   a   long  spur  ; 
march    over     a    plateau     and    across  2    or   3 
ridges  and  valleys  watered   by   streams,  and  fair 
Then  up  a  long  ascent,  over  a  saddleback,  and  down  to  Tughraja. 


26 


123 


&'1<R  villages,  including  Kuhbanan. 


6.  Din  Axi 


19 


watered  by  a  kanat. 
7.  Shut 6b 


142 


8.  Bin 


8 
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150 
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A  long  accent  over  stony  ridges  between  the 
plateau  and  the  central  range  of  Hutkan  ;  then 
down  to  the  plain  of  Kuhbanan,  which  is  about  a 
dozen  square  miles  in  extent ;  has  many  orchards, 


Tli rough  the  plain,  ascend  some  low  hills, 
crossing  the  watershed  at  5  miles.  Below  this 
lies  a  tract  of  small  hills  and  tiny  streams. 
Cross  another  ridge  and  reach  Dih  All,  which  is 


Tli  rough  several  villages  watered  by  brackish 
streams. 


By  a  long  gradual  ascent  of  8  miles :  then  by  a 
winding  descent  among  a  tangled  mass  of  hills 
and  ravines  ;  past  a  few  fields  and  houses  to  an 
enormous  natural  gateway  in   a  wall   of   rock 

W  high.    Bevond  for  26  miles  is  a  bare  level  plain,   with  water  only  at  9  miles,  where 

there  is  a  small  tank.    Bafk  is  a  town  of  3,000  inhabitants. 


9.  Khan-i-Panj      ...  17  204       Two  miles  of  drifting  sand  ;  then  hard  clay  and 

then  kavir  for  a  breadth  of  6  miles.  In  the 
middle  is  a  salt  stream,  which  is  only  fordable 
on  the  road.     Beyond  the  kavir  the  plain  grows 

bard  and  stony  and  slopes  up  to  Kban-i-Panj,  a  small  hamlet,  among  sandhills.     Water 

from  2  foul  tanks. 
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Route  No.  196 — contd. 
Karmdn  to  Tdzd,  rid  Kuhbanin — contd. 


Staff  or  halting  pUet. 


DlttlVCI. 

XV  MILKS. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 


10.  ChXhKjlvI*     ... 


11.  FihbXj 


oasis  in  a  desert  of  sand. 


12.  Yizv 


20 


23 


1! 


221  Across  low  sandy  hills  and  over  a  stony  plain  ; 
absolute  desert.  The  caravan  sarai  stands  near 
the  bed  of  a  dry  river.     Water  from  a  welL 

247  Over  the  low  limestone  rang©  of  the  Dawiran 
mountains ;  near  the  summit  i«  an  open  dim**- 
btfr  with  dirty  water ;  another  15  mHe»  of 
descent  and  level  plain  brings  one  to  Fahraj,  an 


264  I    Over  a  sandy  waste  to  the  city  of  Yazd. 


karmanshAh. 

Lat  34°  18*  45*  ;  Long.  46°  37/ 

A  town,  the  capital  of  the  district  of  the  same  name,  about  250  miles  S.  W\  of 
Tihran,  262  miles  W.  N.  W.  of  Isfahan,  220  miles  N.  E.  of  Bairh- 
dad,  300  miles  S.  S.  E.  of  Tabriz  by  Sihna,  and  3*0  by  Zinjan.  The 
town  is  built  on  rising  ground  and  is  surrounded  by  gardens.  The  wall- 
of  the  city  are  3  miles  in  circumference  and  are  in  ruins,  and  the  moat  much 
encumbered  with  their  dt'bri*,  so  that  it  is  now  an  open  town.  It  ha«  fix* 
gates  and  numerous  loop-holed  towers  flanking  the  wall.  Kinnier  descnU ■«* 
it  as  a  flourishing  town,  containing  about  12,000  houses,  but  oppression  and 
misgovernment  have  since  had  their  fruit ;  three-fourths  of  the  popnluti  »n 
have  emigrated — the  townspeople  to  Aznrhijan,  and  the  nomads  to  Turkey, — 
and  the  town  is  now  a  mere  heap  of  ruins  ;  the  bazaars  but  partially  filial 
and  with  scarcely  any  trade,  except  in  fruits. 

The  inhabitants  are  chieflr  Shiahs.  Formerly  Karmanshah  boasted  <  f 
some  handsome  pdifices,  but  these  for  the  most  part  have  fallen  into  d»>c.\v 

It  is  reputed  hot,  and  at  times  unhealthy.  The  gardens  aro,  howe\«  », 
pretty,  and  contain  some  line  fruit  trees.  The  poplar  flourishes  h*re  in  p*  - 
fertion.  Internally  the  town  presents  a  picture  of  ruin,  similar  to  m<-t 
Eastern  towns. 

The  better  sorts  of  piece-goods  and  other  European  manufacture  find  the  r 
way  here  from  Tabriz,  and  the  refuse  of  the  Baghdad  markets  is  aU  * 
imported  by  the  poorer  dealers  when  the  bazaars  of  that  city  are  overstocks* 
Tabriz  is,  however,  the  chief  place  whence  its  imports  are  derived. 

Karmanshah  is  governed  by  a  prince  of  the  blood,  and  has  an  arsenal  ar  J 
a  garrison  of  5,000  regular  troops.  It  is  a  position  of  considerable  strat«iric 
importance,  being  nearly  equidistant  from  Tabriz,  Anzali  on  the  Caspian, 
Tihran,  Isfahan,  and  Baghdad.  It  was  recommended  by  Sir  H.  Rawlin*«»n 
during  the  Persian  war  of  1*56  that  this  place  should  be  the  main  d'f^t  in 
the  event  of  the  advance  of  a  British  force  against  Tihran  from  Baghdad. 
At  Karmanshah  there  is  a  Persian  Telegraph  Office. 
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Route  No<  197- 

Karmanshah  to  Baghdad,  by  Khanikin. 
Authority. — G  era  rd. 


8ttfe  or  halting  place. 


DISTANCE,  IH  MILKS. 


Int*»Tmc' 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &e. 


1.  MXniDASHT 


18 


General  direction  W.  Low  hills  for  8  miles, 
where  cross  ridge,  several,  small  villages,  and  culti* 
valion  in  hollows.  At  11,  into  large  open  plain  > 
numerous  villages,  no  trees,   chiefly  cultivated. 

Mabidasht,  17 J  miles,  few  huts,  and   tolerable    caravausarai.    lload  follows    telegraph  line 

whole  way  to  Baghdad. 


2.  HlfifaABlD 


22 


Alt.  5,060'. 


40 


General  direction  S.  W.  4  miles  strike  foot  of 
hills,  southern  limit  of  valley ;  oak  scrub  here  ? 
firewood  for  Karmanshah.  Through  defile,  gentle 
ascent,  funned  by  S.  W.  boundary  line  of  valley, 
which  stretches  N.  far  as  eye  can  see,  closing 
into  S.  chain  to  10  miles,  where  emerge  into 
a  plain  5,750'.  Steep  scarp,  fncing  S.  W.  to  both  sides  of  road;  old  w«ll  here.  Likely 
•pot  for  a  Pervitin  force  to  make  a  stand.  Fourteen  miles  cross  low  hills,  attempt 
at  rrgular  road-bl  asting,  Ac. ;  17  miles  wind  through  hillocks  and  broken  ground;  at 
VJ  miles  low   war,  turn   to  right,  round  spur  at   20  miles,  and   H&ninalad,  22  miles* 


Latge  valley  S 


►pur,   Tl 
.  W.,  ch 


ain  here  4  miles  off.    General  direction  of  valley  N.  W<      Dirty 


timi. 


Alt.   4,800'. 


3.  Ka&lBD 


... 


19 


59 


General  direction  N.  W.  Up  fairly  open  valley, 
2  miles  wide,  Little  cultivation.  Oak  scrub  on 
range  (Ktthyar)  to  S.  W.,  lo  miles.  After  crossing 
low  downs,  turn  corner  of  Khatrahabad  villnge  > 
thence  wider  and  better  cultivated  valley,  rising 
to  Karind,  19  miles,  terraced,  over  gorge,  foot  of 
bold  picture*qtie  warp,  northern  side  of  valley  about  12  miles  distant ;  road  leads  through 
prge  to  Gahwura.  This  is  the  capital  of  Karind  KtSrds,  who,  like  the  Kalhtirs,  are, 
exceptionally  to  the  common  rule,  Sluahs  ;  1,000  houses,  and  an  imposing  but  ruinous  and 
dirty  sarai. 


Lat.  34°  16'  N. ;  Long.  46°  14'  E. ;  Alt.  5,360'. 


1  Sir.i-Ptjl 


29 


88 


General  divection  N.W.  Up  the  valley  8 
miles,  5,300',  enter  bed  of  Nuroula  stream, 
wooded,  rocky  cliffs  on  both  sides  ;  pass  Iskan- 
dar's  Fort  and  Yurabya  or  Mian  Lek  (15 
miles).  Seventeen  miles  stream  cuts  through 
deep  chasm  to  8.  W.  and  wpll-constructed  zig-zag  road,  modem,  takes  you  down  from 
4.1>*7  to  3,150';  at  Pat-i-T&k,  a  sarai  about  20  miles;  a  good  many  travellers  put- 
ting up  here.  Mountains  wild,  bold  and  rocky.  This  pass,  mid-way  up  which  is 
the  TaK-i-Shirfn,  a  Rotnan-lookrng  arch,  would  undoubtedly  be  the  first  strong  posi- 
tion for  a  Persian  army  on  the  defensive,  and  is  geographically  in  some  respects 
the  natural  frontier.  Down  right  bank,  crossing  stream  at  25  miles,  and  through  razor- 
backed  gorge,  and  round  sarai,  2t>£  miles.    Large  corn-fields  on  every  side,  but  inhabitants 

all  dwellers  in  black    tents.    No  regular  villages.    Wild 
*  Right  bank  of  Hulwin  river.        rocky  mountains  to  W. ;  Sir-i-pul#  bridged,  29  miles.    Few 

huts  and  filthy  sarai. 
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Route  No.  197 — contd. 
Karmdnshdh  to  Baghdad,  by  Khdnikin— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distance  iir  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  to. 


Alt.  2,300/ 


6.  Kasr-i-ShibIn 


18 


106 


0  eneral  d  irection  W.  Corn-fields  and  black  tent t 
to  3}  miles,  over  foiling",  gravel ;  undulation,  tB»"» 
or  loss  parallel  to  Hulwan  all  day.    Some  *ti  >t 
clay  in  hollows,  bare  and  deserted  ;  just  the  p  ^v 
for  marauders.     At  7,  11,  12},  and  14  miles  are  fortified  towers,  newly  built. 

About  13  miles  curious,  low,  sharp,  parallel  ridges  N.W. ;  where  road  passes  throe /i 
second  of  these  are  remains  of  aqueduct.  This  I  see  is  described  iu  Route  B«>k  *> 
**  wall  of  Cyclopean  masonry,  containing  two  rocky  mountains."  The  rid«r**<  *» 
designated  are  not  20'  high.  From  15  to  17  miles  pass  ruins  of  ancient  city.  At  Is 
miles,  fort  and  villages  of  Kasr-i-Shmn.    Small  village,  80  houses,  on  right  bank  of  Hulwar.. 


Lat.  34°  30'  N. ;  Long.  45°  30'  E. ;  Alt.  1,700/. 


6.  Khjlkikin 


16 


122 


General  direction  S.W.  Road,  after  winding  r!  ** 
to  river  1  \  miles,  leaves  it,  and  leads  over  gra\ .  Y\ . 
undulating  broken  ground,  with  most  lovely  |r-- 
and  pasture.  Enormous  masses  of  sweet-vvV"! 
clover,  knee-deep.  About  3  miles  tower  and  camp  of  Sirhaz,  and  at  Smiles  village  of  S.i  ','';•., 
Persian  frontier  post,  merely  a  loop-hoh'd  mud  wall,  with  a  burnt  village  round  it.  L.w 
valley  to  S.  E.t  apparently  deserted,  reaching  Turkish  frontier;  tower,  with  Zaptieh  guar!.  a» 
excellently  built  affair.  At  11  mil  s  small  fort,  Kila  Kushla;  also  garden  1  mile  N.  on  *o  •» 
ridge.  Undulating  pasture  to  l.">  miles,  where  see  gardens,  verv  large  new  building  a- I 
enclosure,  and  town  of  Khanikin  at  16  miles.  Formerly  large  bridge,  now  in  ruin*,  j-evr-*! 
sirais  and  o>>fTec-housi>*.  Forde  1  stream,  passing  some  lovely  gardens,  mass  of  blossom,  ar.l 
put  up  in  brand-new  sarai  on  S.  W.  of  town,  unused  and  clean. 


7.   KlZIL  RCBAT 


18* 


140 J  General  direction  S.E.  Open  corn-fiVlds,  teriM 
I  Jabal  H ami  in,  stony  gentle  slopes  at  7  n  ;  -» 
1.425';  then  undulating,  deserted  ;  another  n  .-• 
of  Jabal  Hamrin  at  12}  miles,  1,2«K/;  «r«*r  t  . 
descent,  lovely  pasture,  masses  of  brilliant  scarlet  poppies  and  buttercups.  Seventeen  xui..  * 
small  canal ;  hence  water-cuts  and  cultivation  to  Kizil  Kub&t.    Two  samis,  500  houses. 


Lat.  34°  10*  ;  Long.  45°  14'  E. ;  Alt.  900*. 


8.  ShahrabIn 


17 


137} 


General  direction  S.W.  Open  and  culttrifel  ••■ 
7  mih  s,  then  a«cent,  gravel  ridge,  e*»sy  slop*  «» 
usual  Jabal  Hamrin.  Cross  at  8  mil«»s,  «h  p«»« 
Shahraban  is  visible,  1  •OO0' ;  then  broken  t.i". 
and  sandstone  ravines  to  11  miles  ;  then  open  ;  water-cuts  and  cultivation  at  12  mile*:  •'•'  * 
canal  brick  bridge  at  12^  miles.  From  crest,  which,  as  well  as  the  ridges  of  yest*T-*r 
(Jabal  Hamrin),  all  run  S.  E.  and  N.  W.  Deli  Abas  is  visible  8  or  9  miles  N.  But  little  or 
no  water  this  march.    300  houses. 


Lat.  34°  N. ;  Long.  45°  4'  E. ;  Alt.  700/ 


9.  BAKtiBA 

or 
Y£k6b1bXd 


for  which  the   34th  degree    seems    the 


26 


1831 


General  direction  S.W.  A  few  gardens  on 
W.  of  town  ;  then  entire  march  npen,  fl*t, 
tolerably  cultivated  ground;  a  good  many, 
but  seldom  deep,  water-cuts  and  palm  groves 
northern  limit,  marking  out  Tillages    exactly 


Ml 


Boutb  No.  197 — coneld. 
Karmdmhdh  to  Baghdad,  ly  Khanikin — coneld. 


SUft  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAVCS,  IV  MILM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


m  in    marches   near    Jedaidah.    About  20  miles,  larger  proves    on  right  (W.)  mark 
Ri?er  Dy&la.     Bakuba  quite  hidden  in  walled  palm  proves,  which  enter  at  about  25  miles ; 
b'i)  houses,  covered  bazaar,  capital  quarters  in  cleanish  sarai,  of  the  usual  pattern  along  the 
Uillih  road,  but  surrounded  with  gardens.    Three  6arais  here. 


10.  BaohdXd 


Lat  33°  43'  N. ;  Long.  44°  47'  £. ;  Alt.  700.' 
33  2161 


General  direction  S.  by  S.  W.    A  mile   of 
streets    and    lanes ;    cross    Dy&la    by    bridge 
of    12   boats,   skirt    right   bank    to  4  miles, 
near  where  cross  remains  of  large  Nahrwan  canal, 
and  strike  across  desert ;  road  scarcely  distinguishable  but  for  telegraph ;  mirage  all  around. 

At  14  miles,  Khanhein  Sar,  a  few  hovels,  water  brackish.  Here  left  kit  to  follow,  and 
cantered  on  ahead.  Not  one  feature  en  route,  but  a  few  old  oanal  mounds  at  18  and  21 
roile*t  near  latter  of  which  is  ruined  enclosure*  At  30  miles  N.W.  corner  of  Baghdad,  old 
fortifications. 


Route  No*  198. 

KarmXnshah  to  Baghdad,  vid  Mendalk 
Authority. — Gerard. 


DxiZAJTOB, 

XYKXLIS. 

Deseripttoi 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

b,  Ao. 

1.  MiHf-DAiHT           ... 

••• 

••• 

Supplies. 

2.  KrjLAotf 

••• 

••» 

Do. 

3.  GahwXbX 

••• 

••• 

... 

4.  Zxift  A                     „. 

... 

••• 

••• 

6.  Cham  meat 

•#• 

••• 

••• 

6.  MlVDALI 

••t 

••• 

Supplies. 

7.  Waiazaso          ... 

••• 

••• 

... 

8.  Yaxohia            •.. 

•#• 

••• 

Supplies. 

9.  KhXjt  Aoajc       ... 

••• 

••• 

Bo. 

1(X  BaohdXd 

••• 

••• 

Do. 

37 
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Route  No.  199. 

KabmXnshXh  to  KhXnikin,  via  ZohXb. 
Authority.— Mackenzie. 


Disuses,  ni  mm. 

Stage  or  halting  plaea. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  MIhi-dasht 

2.  HIr^nIbId 

3.  KlBIND 

4.  Pai  Taxrt 

6.  ZohXb 

6.  EASB-i-SaiBfH    ... 

7.  EhXnikih 

••  • 

■•  • 
••• 
••• 

••• 
••• 

••• 

••■ 

••• 
••  • 

••• 

••• 

••• 

••• 

Six  hours  and  10  minutes  ;  low  round  hi  lb  mad 
plain ;  caravansarai. 

Eight  hours ;  undulating  road ;  earaTansarai. 

Eight  hours,  6  minutes  ;  road  level,  but  stony. 

Eight  hours  and  40  minutes ;  abrupt  descent 
from  high  plateau  to  level  of  sea;  grand 
scenery. 

Four  hours ;  green  plain ;  level. 

About  7  hours ;  incessantly  up  and  down  lens* 
mounds ;  road  stony. 

About  7  hours ;  level  plain  ;  caravanaarai. 

Route  No.  200. 

KarmXnshah  to  Sihna. 


Authority. — Plowdkn. 


Staff  or  halting  pises. 


Description*  Ac. 


Leaving  Karmansbah  by  the  eastern  gate,  the  road  to  Sihna  rid  KAklistan  follows  a  X. 
N.  E.  direction  over  the  plain  and  crosses  the  Kara  Sti  at  a  distance  of  about  3}  miles 
from  the  city.  About  7  miles  from  Karmansbah,  the  plain  is  divided  lengthways  bv  some  low 
hills ;  the  valley  on  the  left  leads  by  different  tracks  to  Rawansar,  where  the  Kara-sq  rise*. 
to  TtSinrd,  and  on  the  extreme  left  to  Gahwara  and  the  Gtiran  country,  and  thence  by  the 
plains  route  to  Zohab  and  Sulaimanlah.  The  road  to  Kaklistan  follows  the  vallev  on  th# 
right,  and  after  about  a  mile  takes  a  somewhat  abrupt  turn  eastward,  passes  through  aa 
opening,  called  Tang-i-Mallawara  in  a  low  outlying  spur  of  the  Parao  hills,  and  then  resum- 
ing a  northerly  direction,  enters  the  extensive  grazing  plain  of  Tawallale. 

At  12  miles  from  Karmanshah  the  road  passes  a  deep  pond  of  clear  water,  full  of  fish. 
In  the  rock  above  the  pond  is  a  oave  which  the  Kurd*  venerate  as  the  sepulchre  of  the  brothers* 
of  the  Prophet  Elias.  A  similar  cave  on  the  opposite  face  of  the  hill  is  held  sacred  as  the 
tomb  of  Elias  himself. 

Four  miles  further  on  is  the  village  of  K&klistdn,  the  first  halting  place  on  the  road  to 
Sihna  by  this  route. 

It  is  one  of  20  or  SO  hamlets,  averaging  from  10  to  30  houses  a-picce,  which  are  scattered 
over  the  plain  known  as  Mahall-i-Zir  Darband,  and  which  is  watered  by  the  A b-i-Basawir. 

1.  EXxxistIh         ...  Id         ...  From  Kaklistan  the  road  proceeds  neariv  do* 

N.  through  the  valley  of  Mttn-i-Darrsui.l, 
which  is  watered  throughout  its  whole  length  by 
the  Ab-i-Razawar.    About  7  miles  from  Kakliav- 

tAn,  the  road  passes  a  substantial  fort,  called  Kala-Yawar— for  a  wonder,  in  good  n 

built  of  mud  and  stone,  which  protects  a  village  of  Maff-Kurds  who  are  cultivators  for 

the  Mujtahids  of  Karmanshah. 
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Route  No.  200— contd, 
Karmdnshdh  to  Sihna — contd. 


Stag*  or  baiting  place. 


Description,  fte. 


2.  KaiiyIbIn 


A  mile  further  on  the  valley  of  Mi&n-i-Darband  closes  in  and  forms  the  defile  of  Tang- 
Khushawazan.  The  road,  after  issuing  from  this  defile,  passes  through  the  plain  of  Pusht-i- 
D&rband.  and  crosses  the  boundary  between  the  provinces  of  Kurdistan  and  Karmanshah,  at 
a  «t*>t  about  half  &farsakh  from  the  small  village  of  Kamyaran.  The  road  is  excellent  the 
whole  way  from  K&klistan. 

The  road  from  Kamyaran  to  Kurugh  continues 
to  follow  a  northerly  direction  ;  in  some  parts  it 
is  excellent  going,  and  is  wide  enough  for  two 
carriages  to  pass ;  in  other  parts  it  is  a  mere 
bridle-path,  and  one  has  to  tread  one's  way  over  steep  and  stony  ground.  For  the  first  6  or 
7  miles  the  road  traverses  a  mountainous  and  very  uninteresting  country.  The  hills,  though 
lofty,  are  bare  and  brown  ;  there  are  no  trees,  no  villages,  and  no  cultivation.  The  prospect 
is  more  pleasing  as  one  approaches  the  village  and  valley  of  Suniri  (p),  where  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  cultivation.    The  Suniri  valley  continues  as  far  as  a  stream  called  Cham-i-Gahwara. 


3.  KtTBUOH 


21 


(This  is  evidently  the  river  called  by  Webb 
Ghoni).  From  this  stream  the  road  gradually 
ascends,  and  at  length  after  a  somewhat  steep 
climb  crosses  a  considerable  elevation,  which 
is  said  to  be  a  portion  of  the  Shaha  range.  The  descent  on  the  other  side  is  longer  and  more 
fradaal,  but  the  general  character  of  the  country  is  as  uninteresting  as  before.  The  road 
passe*  for  about  7  miles  through  a  sparsely  cultivated  valley  flanked  by  bare  treeless  hills, 
until  it  reaches  the  next  village  of  Kurugh  (r),  which  contains  about  40  well-built  houses  and 
furnished  ample  supplies.  There  appeared  to  be  very  little  traffic  between  Sihna  and  Karman- 
«l.£h,  but  there  is  said  to  be  more  in  the  spring,  after  the  first  melting  of  the  snow.  The  road, 
(bough  a  mere  footpath,  for  a  great  part  of  the  way  seemed  quite  good  enough  for  all  the 
purposes  for  whioh  it  is  used.    There  is  plenty  of  water  even  at  the  driest  season  of  the  year. 


4.  &LH9A 


2 


There  is  very  little  to  be  said  about  the  road 
from  Kurugh  (?)  to  Sihna ;  its  characteristics  are 
much  the  same  as  those  which  distinguished  the 
last  7  miles  of  the  former  stage.  The  road 
through  a  thinly  cultivated  valley  shut  in  by  lofty  hills.  Here  and  there,  where 
rater  is  obtainable,  a  Kurdish  village,  its  site  marked  by  poplars  or  ohenar  trees,  is  visible 
#<<metimes  on  the  lower  slopes  of  the  hills,  sometimes  peroned  high  up  and  diffioult  of  access. 
T»e  produce  of  the  crops  about  here  seemed  inferior  in  quantity  and  quality  to  that  of  the 
plains  of  Kantid  Maht-dasht  and  Karmanshah. 


Route  No.  201. 

EaumInshIh  to  SuiiMANiin,  vid  Ahmad  KulwXn. 
JutAority.—T&,icu. 


DxsTAjrcx.  nr  kxlbs. 

Stage  or  fealtf  nf  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description.  Ao. 

1.  PaitjioX* 

2.  8aoviaowa 

••• 

••• 

Ten  hours'  level  (ted  also  route  Sihna  to  Kar- 
manshah). 
Five  hours  through  a  valley. 
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Route  No,  fcOl— confd. 
Karmdnshdh  to  Sulimdnidh,  vid  Ahmad  Kulwdn — contd. 


Dxsruros,  i*  mum. 

Stag*  or  baltinf  pliot. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

3.  Ahmad  KulwIw 

4.  DoLADRHZH         ... 

6.  Ghbbbadbh 
6.  SuxJhXviXh 

••• 
••• 
••• 
••• 

... 

••• 
••* 

Six  hour*'  continuation  of  the  valley  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Sihna. 

1  Turkey. 

Route  No.  202. 

KarmInshIh,  vid  GIhwara  and  ZohXb,  to  SxnAuLsiln* 
Authority.— Jokes  and  Rawlinson. 


Btaft  or  beltlBf  pliot. 


Disruroa,  or  vims. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  Ao. 


1.  CbXhaboummh ...  Five    hour*.      Direction  W.  N.    W.      Road 

across  plain  of  Karmanabah.  Cross  a  stream 
running  into  a  small  lake,  and  after  3  hour*  nasi 
lake  itnelf.    Road  then  winds  ovsr  undulations 

•long  the  base  of  the  Kamar  Zard  range,  finally  crossing  that  range  to  Cbahargunesb,  a  small 

▼alley. 

3.  GahwIsah 


••• 


••• 


Five  hours.  W.  Road  leaves  the  valley  an-1 
enters  a  plain,  fording  after  20  minutes  the  Rhrr 
Mirikh,  after  whioh  it  continues  W.  an<i  S. 
W.   across  plain  for  another  hour  and  a  Quarter. 

It  than  ascends  over  undulations  for  some  hour  and  a  half,  when  it  crosses  the  Kill  range. 

Thirty-five  minutes  before  reaching  Gahwira,  the  Zemkan  river  is  forded,  after  which  nud 

continues  along  its  left  bank.    8ome  supplies  may  be  procured  here.    There  is  a  path  through 

the  mountains  to  Hartinabad  4  hours  8.  W. 

3.  Bxbiaji 


••• 


••• 


Eight  hours.  N.  W.  The  road  goes  K.  W. 
toward  the  heights  of  Dalaha,  over  the  abrupt 
projections  from  the  £.  face  of  that  hill 
through  a  foivst.  It  is  very  tortuous,  and  is 
one  continued  ascent  the  whole  way,  over  hill  and  ravine,  torrent  and  brass.  The  following 
rich  valleys  are  crossed  on  this  march :  Nery,  Daraweis,  Girgovtn,  Binder  ,  Bigis** 
l>asht-i-mast. 

4.  Mi*  KHAM4B 


••• 


10 


••• 


Ten  miles.  6  hours.  W.  N.  W.  The  read 
is  merely  a  narrow  path  skirting  the  moun- 
tain in  a  general  directon  of  K.  X.  V. 
through  a  tangled  forest  of  oak  and  fern ;  quite 
impassable  for  laden  mules  (which  have  to  go  by  a  longer  but  less  difficult  road  through  Xh* 
valley  of  Desht-i-lfl).  In  f  of  an  hour  reach  Kala  Zanjfr,  and  then  continue  over  hall  and 
dale,  gradually  ascending.  The  hill  then  turns  S.  W.  and  the  road  becomes  less  abrupt  to 
Palan,  whence  to  Mir  Khassar  is  I J  hours. 
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Rodtb  No.  2Q'Z—conld. 
KarmdnsAdk,  vid  Gdhwdra  and  Zohb,  to  Snlimdnidh — contd. 


stage  or  halting  place. 


Dutavci,  nr  mui. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


6.  ZohIb 


••• 


is  reached,  whence  the  road  goes  over  the  p 
6.  Abd6la  B«a 


Three  and  a  quarter  hours.     W.  N.  W.    The 

road  descends  by  a  very  rough  and  zig-zag  road 

in   a  direction  of   W.  N.  W.     In   1   hour  the 

forest  is  left,  and  in  2  hours  the  foot  of  the  range 

ain,  crossing  numerous  streams. 

Eleven   hours.    N.    The  road  goes  over  the 

{>Iain  of  Zohab  among  confused  and  barren  hil- 
ockfl.  At  3  hours  come  to  a  rivulet,  Xarachai, 
and  shortly  the  Avasan  ;  then  ascend  gradually 
the  slope  abutting  from  the  bluff  point  of  Baniu  to  a  village  of  Sharaf  Bayenis.  Then  it  goes 
X.  W.  up  the  £.  slope  of  Bamu,  and  is  very  steep  and  winding  for  one  hour,  when  it  turns 
N.  N.  W.  along  the  £.  face  of  the  mountains. 

7.  Gr/KDA*  •  ...  Five  hours.    The  road  descends  E.  by  N.  to 

the  plain  of  the  Pusht-i-Kdh  ;  it  then  proceeds 
over  its  undulating  broken  and  arid  ridges  for 
3  hours  ;  it  then  turns  north,  and  traverses  suo- 
tessive  heaps  of  the  same  barren  nature,  with  extremely  abrupt  and  constant  ascents  and  de- 
scents to  the  Ab-i-Shfrvan  (in  2  hours)  which  is  forded.  Then  going  N.  E.  the  road 
ascend*  a  low  ridge  of  hills  called  Nilambu,  which  separates  the  plain  of  Shahr-i-Zur  from  the 
Bhirwan.  At  this  place  the  main  road  joins  in.  Captain  Jones  appears  to  have  gone  by  a 
strata  more  to  the  N. 

&  Halxbji  ...  I       ...  ...  One  and  a  half     hours.     N.    E.      The    Toad 

crosses  a  low  range  in  $  an  hour  to  the  S. 
limit  of  the  Shahr-i-Zur  plain  ;  it  then  zig-zags 
down  to  Hulebji. 

The  mad  goes  through  the  highly  cultivated 
and  well  populated  plain  of  Shahr-i-Zur.  At  1} 
hours  <n*oss  the  Ablizalm,  and,  going  N.  N.  W.  at 
2f  hours,  reach  a  small  branch  of  the  Tajrud.    At 

half  an  hour  cross  the  Tajrud,  whence  the  road  winds  very  much  to  avoid  cultivation  and  canals. 

10.  ScLfaflvUH      ...  The  road  goes  far  over  the  cultivated  land, 

plentifully  watered  by  cuts  from  the  Tajrud,  to 
the  village  of  Arbet,  and  then  over  the  skirts  of 
the  range  from  Gad  run,  and  reaches  SuHmanf&h 
in  about  4}  hours.  Sulf  manfah  is  the  capital  of  Turkish  Kurdistan.  It  is  unwalled,  but  con- 
tains a  garrison  of  some  2,000  men. 


9.  Yasivtapik 


••• 


Route  No.  203. 

KarmXnshah  to  SuiinlNfAH,  by  Hallebji. 


Staff  or  halttaf  place. 


L  Zim  KXs 


DxsiAjros,  or  Mint. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description..  Ac. 


••• 


Fourteen  hours.    From  the  plain  of 
through  a  pass  or  valley. 


2S6 


Route  No.  203 — contd. 
Kar  man  shah  to  SulimdnidA,  by  Hallebji — contd. 


Staff  or  halting  place. 


DiBTivcx,  nr  xiua. 


Interme- 
diate. 


2.  Dasht-i-Mubdah 

3.  Dasht-i-Lil 

4.  DaJHT-I-6b 

5.  Kh£na  8h6b 

6.  Hallbbji 


7.  Hassab 

8.  GlBZBB 

9.  Abbbt 

10.  SuLfiflNfia 


Total. 


Description,  Ike. 


I 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •« 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  «. 

•  •• 

•  •« 

•  •• 

•  •• 

... 

Three  hours. 

Two  hours. 

Three  hours. 

Three  or  four  hours. 

Seven  or  eight  hours.  Hallebji  is  separated  from 
Juanni  by  the  Diyala,  which  run*  between  th* 
Hallebji  hill*  ana  Juanni.  There  is  a  pass&c* 
over  the  Diyala  to  Juanni  bj  a  rope  from  dill 
to  cliff. 

Two  hours. 

Four  hours.  This  road  is  called  the  middle 
road.  The  upper  is  through  Avromao  and 
Juanni.     Zohab  is  the  lower  rond. 


Route  No.  204. 

Ka£m£nSHAH  TO   SULfllANfAH,   BT   JfJANRfJ   AND  AVROMA*tf. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


1.  Kala-i-JcanbG 

2.  Paw  ah 

3.  Dbshbh 

4.  NausGd 
6.  Tbtilbh 

6.  Khuajbk 

7.  Hallbbji 

8.  Hassaj. 

9.  Gibzbh 

10.  Abbbt 

11.  SvLticAjrlAH 


JhniMou,  a  milbi. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


•  •• 

.»• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

■  •• 

•  •• 

... 

•  •• 

•  •• 

... 

••• 

••• 

•  •« 

... 

•  1. 

•  •• 

•  •• 

••• 

••• 

•  •• 

••• 

•  1. 

Description,  Be. 


Twelve  hours  by  Mahfdasht  plain. 
Eight  or  nine  hours. 
Two-and-a-half  hours. 


Six  hours. 

One-and-a-half  boors. 
Two  hours. 


Two  hours. 
Four  hours. 
Four  hours* 
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Route  No.  204— contd. 
Karmdnshdh  to  Sulimanidh,  by  Juanru  and  Avrotndn — contd. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DlSTJjrCS,  IK  XXLIB. 


Description,  Ac. 


There  is  yet  another  road  to  Sulimaniah  from  Dasht-i-Murda  through 
Bizmirava,  the  summer  quarters  of  Zohab,  joining  the  lower  road  2i  hours 
beyond  Zohab. 

The  passes  of  Zagros,  between  Persia,  Kurdistan,  and  Bebbeh  :— 

1.  Garran.    On  the  road  to  Senah.     This  is  southernmost  in  this  list. 

2.  Sur  Eeoul.    The  road  from  Sur  Eeoul  joins  the  Garran  road  at  the  bridge  of  Asrab&d. 

3.  Kelliba. 

4    >Taen  Khuan. 

5.  Peachan.    From  Banah  to  Bist&n. 

6.  Kalli  Balin.    From  Banah  to  Bayandereh. 

7.  Kelli  Khan.    Thence  the  Zagros  winds  on  E.  of  Sardasht  and  W.  of  Suj  Bulak  and 

then  to  Sikeneh. 


Route  No.  205. 

KARMiNSHAH  TO   SULfMANfAH,  via   KaKIND   AND  ZmaB. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DlJTAVOZ,  IS  KILB8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


••• 


1.  Kabikd 

2.  Scbadzab 

3.  Pishsost 

4.  Zohab 

5.  Bajtah  Khilajt 


6.  Grau  Kalan 

7.  Dbbbbst  Fakeba 

8.    SULlxiXLAH 


... 

... 

•  •» 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

... 

... 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  a. 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

*■• 

... 

Four  hours. 
Three  hours. 
Three  hours. 
Three  hours. 

Ten  hours,  viz.,  Slierkala  3  hours ;  Huran  4 
hours ;  Herskel  2  hours  ;  Banah  Khilan  1  hour. 
Three  hours.     Ruins. 
Four  hours. 
Five  hours  ;  cross  the  Tangeru. 


KASHAN. 

Lat.  84°  ;  Long.  51°  17'. 

town  in  Irak  Ajami,  128  miles  S.  of  Tihran  and  111  miles  N.  of 
Isfahan.  It  is  situated  in  a  stony  plain  on  the  edge  of  the  great  salt  desert 
which  extends  to  the  N.,  and  the  soil  around  it  is  sandy  and  Hi-supplied  with 
water.  It  is  about  8  miles  in  length  by  H  miles  in  breadth,  and  is  surround- 
ed by  a  dry  ditch,  but  its  walls  probably  could  not  stand  an  hour's 
battering.  Around  it  are  extensive  plantations  of  mulberry  trees.  It  is 
celebrated  for  the  excellence  of  its  weavers  and  for  its  various  manufactures 
of  silk  and  cotton  stuffs  and  velvets.  But  above  all  is  Kashan  esteemed  for 
it*  copperware.  The  mines  near  Sivas  supply  the  Kashan  manufacturers 
with  copper,  which  they  receive  by  way  of  Tabriz,  and  which  they  manufac- 
ture into  all  sorts  of  utensils,  and  in  such  numbers  as  to  supply  the  whole 


283 

of  Persia.  They  sell  their  copperware  by  the  weight,  one  mannd  or  74  lbs. 
of  which  is  worth  about  £1-10.  The  most  convenient  article  which  they 
sell  is  a  portable  set  of  cooking  utensils  that  form  a  nest,  the  different 
pieces  of  which,  from  20  to  50  in  number,  are  contrived  to  go  all  within 
the  compass  of  one  foot ;  they  are  called  "  dekbars,"  and  are  used  by  all 
travellers  in  Persia ;  their  price  is  from  £3  to  £5.  There  are  many  spaci- 
ous caravansaraisj  some  of  which  have  been  lately  built ;  but  the  tine>t 
building  in  Kashan  is  the  madrasah.  Kashan  is  celebrated  for  the  size, 
venom,  and  number  of  its  scorpions.    The  population  is  about  30,000  souls. 

There  is  a  telegraph  station  at  Kashan,   and   the   place   is   important  as 
being  at  the  junction  of  roads  from  Tiliran,  Isfahan,  Yazd,  and  Uulfaigaa. 


Route  No.  206- 

Kashan  to  Isfahan,  vid  Nathanz. 
Authority — Malcolm. 


8Ug*  or  halting  plaea. 


I.  KHrBAMDASHT 


2.  HlHJlH 


DXKUTCI,  IS  KXLIS. 


Inttrmo* 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


19! 


•  •• 


The  rood  ie  atony,  aero**  a  level  plain.  The 
hills  on  the  left  are  10  miles  distant ;  the*©  on 
the  right  between  3  and  4  miles. 

Road  stony  for  3  miles ;  then  for  2  miles  b*. 
tween  small  hills  over  an  uneven  eoantrv.  Ihe 
mountains  on  the  left  are  here  about  1}  to  2  mi!*-s 
distant ;  those  on  the  right  10  or  12  ;  thence  the 
road  proceeds  for  7  miles  aero**  a  plain,  the  range  of  mountains  on  the  right  approach  in - 
from  N.  W.,  then  crosses  a  ravine,  and  immediately  after  passes  a  caravansarai  and  snu  1 
stream  of  water  on  left  For  last  7  miles  the  road  goes  over  stony  and  uneven  ground 
between  two  ranges  of  mountain*. 


3.  Nathans 


12 


Road  for  1st  mile  lies  through  a  ravine  haYing' 
a  stream  running  through  its  centre.  Thence 
to  4th  mile  it  crosses  an  uneven  country  wit  L 
ranges  on  the  left  and  right.  Thence  tier*  U 
an  easy  ascent  for  a  mile  beside  a  garden.  After  that  for  4  miles  through  mountains  and 
for  2  more  through  an  uneven  stony  country  with  low  hills  on  both  sides. 

4.  SaedahaH  ...  18  ...  Road  at  starting  very  good,  across  a  plain  with 

a  range  of  mountains  on  either  hand.  Short*/ 
after  leaving  the  village  cross  a  rivulet.  Thi 
road  next  threads  some  defiles  between  low  hill*, 
and  about  10  miles  crosses  a  low  hill.  For  the  next  4  miles  road  descends  gradually  with  a 
range  of  hills  on  right,  about  \  mile  distant,  and  those  on  left  about  8  or  9  miles  off.  Hes* 
pass  a  caravansarai  and  rivulet.  For  last  4  miles  the  road  leads  along  small  hills  and  part'y 
through  a  small  valley  ;  high  mountains  on  both  sides,  those  on  left  5  or  6  miles  distant. 

6.  ShahbXbap         ...  32  ...  f  mile  after  leaving  Sardahan  commence  as- 

cending at  foot  of  low  hills  and  subsequently  in 
a  ralley,  and  continue  thus  until  18th  milt,  whew 
road  emerges  on  a  barren  plain,  over  which  h 

continues  all  the  way  to  Shahrabad.    At  26  miles  pass  ruined  caravansarai.    Low  hills  on 

both  sides ;  those  on  left  about  1  mile  distant 
At  27  or  28  miles  pass  ruined  Tillage  on  left. 


6.  IsvahXh 


13J 


Road  traverses  a  plain  for  12  miles,* 
enters  the  gardens  of  Isfahan. 


889 


Route  No.  207* 

K  ASH  AN  TO  YAZD. 

Authority. — Gibbons  and  Kinnier. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dxrascv,  d  KlUfl. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Axti  SyadIbad 


24 


24 


E.S.E.  At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the 
16th  March  1881,  we  quitted  Kashan  ;  at  12 
miles,  passed  a  reservoir  of  water  ;  at  16  miles, 
a  village  on  the  right  about  a  mile  from  the  road, 
and  at  20  miles  another  on  the  left.  Abu  Said&bad  is  a  large  village.  The  road  lies  over 
a  sandy  plain,  the  view  to  the  left  being  bounded  by  hills,  and  to  the  right  by  the  Korud 
range  of  mountains  at  a  distance. 


2.  Moehab 


40 


64 


S.E.  to  £.  At  2  miles,  a  ruined  Imam- 
zodah  or  mosque  and  cultivated  ground  on  the 
left ;  2  miles  farther,  a  small  village  on  the 
right.  At  16  miles,  we  passed  through  a  fine 
village  called  2£elt*b4d,  surrounded  by  gardens  and  corn-fields.  There  is  another  village  2 
miles  farther  on,  and  in  the  course  of  another  mile,  a  third.  The  road  still  lay  along 
the  plain. 


3.  Ajistaic 


20 


84 


S.S.E.    Continue    over     the   plain,    passing 
at  2  miles  a  village  on  the  right,  and  at  12  miles 
two  others,  about  2  injles  distant  from  each  other 
and  from  the  road.     Ajistau  is  a  large  straggling 
town,  surrounded  by  gardens,  and  celebrated  for  its  pomegranates. 


4.   SHUUtOHIiX 


18 


102 


E.S.E.    After  crossing  a  gravelly  slope  for 
about  4  miles,  we  entered  a  narrow  gorge  in  the 
hills,  throng^  which  a  rivulet  winds.    Shiru^hian 
is  a  largo  village  surrounded  by  high  hills  ;  it  is 
not  walled.    The  population  is  considerable,  and  it  has  a  thriving  appearance. 


5.  KlSHAjrf 


€.  Nil* 


7.  Aqua* 


26 

128 

20 

148 

40 

188 

S.E.  For  12  miles  we  continued  to  wind 
through  the  gorge  in  the  mountains,  after  which 
the  road  opens  upon  a  vast  plain,  dreary  and 
barren. 

S.E.  We  continued  along  a  desolate  plain, 
destitute  of  water,  to  Nain,  which  is  a  consider- 
able town.  There  are  many  ruins  in  its  environs 
and  the  water  is  brackish. 


S.S.E.  We  again  entered  the  desert,  a  small 
village,  with  a  spring  of  fresh  water,  at  12 
mil''*.  At  20  miles,  we  passed  a  fine  cara- 
vansarai  and  a  salt  stream,  but  no  fresh  water, 
nor  did  we  meat  with  any  till  within  a  couple  of  miles  of  Agda,  which  is  a  town  of  some  size, 
surrounded  by  a  high  wall  in  good  repair.  The  country  around  is  well  cultivated,  but  the 
anil  is  in  many  places  strongly  impregnated  with  salt.  There  are  many  date  trees  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  place,  and  a  stream  of  salt  water. 


8.  Absaxaji 


28 


216 


S.E.  Still  along  the  desert.  At  4  miles, 
we  passed  a  wretched  village  nearly  smo- 
thered in  loose  sand ;  at  12  mi  Us  a  second,  in  a 
similar  condition  ;    and  at  16  miles  a  stream  of 


38 
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Boots  No.  207 — contd. 
Kashdn  to  Tazd—con\A* 


Disiavcx,  nr  Kn.it. 


Stage  or  hatting  pbM. 


Interme- 
diate 


fresh  water.  At  20  miles,  we  crossed  a  low  and  narrow  range  of  bills,  and  entered  a  part  of 
the  plain  which  bore  a  more  cheerful  aspect,  bein<r  interspersed  with  Tillages  and  cultiva.*«-i 
ground.  Ardak&n  may  be  termed  a  city.  It  contains  a  good  bazaar.  This  place  is  situated 
near  the  borders  of  the  Great  Desert,  which  our  road  had  skirted  for  some  davs.  The  count  rv 
for  the  most  part  is  covered  with  loose  sand,  into  which  cattle  sink  knee-deep  at  every  ate:-. 
and  as  it  is  driven  about  in  vast  clonrN,  it  renders  travelling  exceedingly  disagreeable,  axl 
banks  of  it  are  thus  formed  against  the  walls  of  all  the  gardens  and  Tillages, 


10.  Yazd 


9.  Askakadi  ...  )        26  242  S.E.    We  still    skirted   the  desert    throng* 

deep  sand.  At  6  miles,  a  large  village;  at  12 
mile*,  a  second  ;  at  16  miles,  a  third ;  and  at  21 
miles,  a  fourth  that  of  Yazdabad,  which  is  within 
a  mile  of  the  caravanaaraL 

20  262         S.E.    At  6  miles,  the  road  runs  through  thv 

fine  Tillage  of  Askaxad,  embosomed  in  garden*. 
Half  a  mile  farther  on  we  had  a  view  oi 
another  village,  called  Gach.  Many  ruins  were 
scattered  around. 

Kinnier,  who  travelled  practically  the  same  road,  makes  it  only  237  miles. 
He  gives  the  following  stages  :— 


1.  BuzXbXd 

2.  DiXt 

3.  R6d£bXd 

4.  Moxhab 
6.  AbdbstIn 

6.  ShixIohiXn 

7.  NisbIkI 

8.  Nil  it 

9.  Nauoumbaz 

10.  XodX 

11.  Mub^t 

12.  8izdas£ 

13.  Yazd 


••• 


••• 


•«• 


18 

18 

9 

27 

6 

33 

15 

48 

15 

63 

15 

78 

21 

99 

20 

18 
28 

30 

24 
18 


119 

137 
165 

195 

219 
237    I 


Well,  water  mnddy ;  provisions  scarce. 

E.S.E. ;  small  stream. 

A  little  cultivation  ;  small  stream. 

Tolerably  cultivated ;  many  aqueducts  and 
reservoirs. 

Road  through  a  defile ;  little  cultivation. 

Water  and  cultivation  scanty  ;  road  through  a 
winding  defile,  with  no  water,  situated  in  a 
vast  plain. 

Many  wells,  but  not  much  water ;  some  pro* 
visions. 

Water  very  bad  and  scarce. 

The  road  goes  through  a  desert  without  water 
for  6  leagues  ;  water  not  good. 

Good  well  water ;  caravantarai,  and  some  pro- 
visions. 

Good  water ;  a  little  cultivation. 


201 
KASARKAND. 

Lat.  26°  15'  (/' ;  Long.  60°  40  0*. 

A  Baliich  village  in  Makran,  importaut  only  from  its  position  at  the  junction 
of  roads  diverging  to  all  parts  of  Persian  Baluchistan. 


Route  No.  208* 

Kasarkand  to  ChAhbar. 
Authority. — Hijf  ABDtJL  Nabi. 


Mage  or  halting  place. 


1,  Bug 

2.  Pffii  Gasi 


3.  Simum  (?) 


ICbIhb'b 


Distjutci,  ur  hum. 


Interme- 
diate 


Total. 


16 


Description,  Ac. 


Leaving  Easrkand  returned  to  Bug. 

Leaving  Bug  proceeded  in  a  S.  W.  direction 
in  a  rivulet  bed,  16  miles,  to  a  few  tents  of 
Baluchis.    No  supplies. 

Starting  in  the  evening,  arrived  in  the  morning 
at  Piri  Garf,  a  pool  of  water,  the  direction 
of  the  road  varying  from  S.  S.  W.  to 
S.  W.  by  £.  (?),  the  road  not  being  practicable 
for  artillery. 

Started  in  the  evening  on  account  of  the  great 
heat  of  the  day,  and  proceeded  till  midnight 
over  a  stony  bed  of  a  rivulet,  when  we  emerged 
into  a  mountain  skirt,  and  towards  morn- 
ing arrived  at  Sarkan  (?)  at  a  few  huts  of  Ba- 
luchis. 

Started  and  arrived  at  the  bandar  of  Pazm,  from 
whence  I  got  to  Chahbar. 

From  Chahbar  to  Kej  (?)  is  a  10  days'  journey  over 
a  well-inhabited  and  good  road.  To  Tump  8 
days ;  to  Bawa  (?)  3  days ;  to  Dashtyari  1  day. 


Route  No.  209. 

Kasarkand  to  J  ask,  via  Korandab. 
Authority. — ttijf  Abd<jl  Nab! . 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAICl.  XV  MILES. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  to. 


1.  Hait 

2.  Bug 


A  fort  road ;  a  good  level  one  in  a  westerly  direc- 
tion, distance  4  kos. 
2  kos. 
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Route  No.  209— conld. 
Kasariand  to  Jashk>  vid  Korandab — contd. 


8tage  or  halting  place. 


Dxkasci,  xk  mil. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


3.  Gbh 

Th*  foregoing  ditianc*  are  ea 
2  miU*  per  kos. 

4.  Muht 

5.  Chokan 


6.  KobahdAb 


7.  Camp 


8.  KabwXn 

... 

16 

9.  KaiwXh 

§ .. 

16 

10.  KunXho 

•»  • 

12 

11.  DilshAd 

... 

16 

12.  StjbIg 

•*. 

16 

13.  Haik-i-KhXna... 


14.  GabbIq 


15.  JagIn 


16.  Shahh-i-Nau     ... 


17.  J  ask 


24 

Leulated  at 


16 


20 


16 


16 


16 


10 


16 


16 


36 

the  rat*  of 


62 


72 


88 


Description,  Jtc. 


104 


120 
136 
148 


164 


180 


206 


222 


238 


12  kos,  direction  for  first  6  N.  W.  and  W. 
N.  W.,  remainder  S.  W.  and  W.  8.  W.  Boad 
generally  level  and  stony,  occasionally  crossing 
a  rivulet. 

Village  of  30  hats. 

Direction  westerly,  over  a  difficult  hilly  road.  A 
place  with  20  huts  among  date  trees,  and  sup- 
plied with  running  water. 

Over  a  difficult  road  to  Korandab  or  junction  of 
rivulets.  Stopped  in  a  bed  of  the  nvulet  that 
comes  from  Bint,  Deh&n  and  Punoch ;  found 
no  habitations.  From  this  Bint  and  Dehaa 
are  20  miles  distant. 

Direction  sometimes  8.  and  sometimes  S.  S. 
W.  Road  partly  in  a  rivulet ;  haltat  a  kekl 
on  the  confines  of  Karwan. 

A  collection  of  huts. 


Over  a  level  road.  At  this  stage  there  are  about 
15  mat  huts,  and  grass  and  firewood  are  plenti- 
ful. 

Over  a  road,  generally  level,  without  watir. 
Halted  at  the  Halk-i-Dilshad.  There  is  a  bet- 
ter road  immediately  along  the 


Good  level  road,  passing  here  and  there  date  and 

bcr  trees. 


196  At  6  miles  reach  rivulet  of  8irich,  remaining  10 
miles  over  saline  plain  without  water.  A  col- 
lection of  mat  huts  under  date  trees. 


Direction  W. ;  pass  a  pool  on  confines  of  Gab- 
rig.    Date  trees  and  scattered  hut*. 

Direction  W.  Boad  good  and  level.  At  thif 
place  a  rivulet  from  Bash  Kurd  discharges  it- 
self into  the  sea,  where  it  is  called  Kami  Ba*b 
Kdrd. 

Boad  over  a  level  plain,  where  wood  and  grass 

are  plentiful. 

Road  over  a  plain.  At  8  miles  pa*s  a  hot  sprue, 
noftr  which  sulphur  is  found.  At  16  mile*  Git 
There  is  a  shorter  road  to  Jashak  over  hills. 


£93 


Route  No.  210. 

Easabca.nd  to  Kej,  bt  Par^d  and  Mand. 
Authority. — Hirf  Abd(jl  NabL 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Divrurci,  nr  milis. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  ke. 


1.  OsniPH  (?) 


8.  Pll^D 


20 


20 


40 


Started  in  an  easterly  direction,  20  miles,  over 
a  level  rood  to  Oshaph  (?),  containing  10  huts. 


Proceed  20  miles  through  a  rivulet  bed  to 
Partid,  there  being  water  at  one  place  on  the  road. 
A  rivulet  from  Sarbaz  passes  Partid,  the  dis- 
tance to  which  place  is  28  miles.     To  Barnpur, 
6  days'  journey,  in  rivulets  (?) ;  to  Sib  5  days  vid  Sarbaz  and  Afshan,  Iraf shan  and  Narkand. 


3.  YMzLbIv 


IRisk 


5.  BIptan 


6.  Maxd 


1 

•  •• 

8 

48 

•  ■• 

12 

60 

•  •• 

8 

68 

•  •■ 

16 

84 

Travelled  8  miles  to  the  E.  Ffruz&bad,  ft 
place  containing  grapes,  pomegranates,  and  man- 
goes in  some  quantity. 

Proceeded  due  S.  over  a  level  road  in  a 
rivulet,  12  miles  to  Rask.  It  is  very  fertile  and 
well-peopled  (?),  having  20  huts. 

Proceeded  8  miles  to  Baftan  in  an  E.S.E. 
direction  in  a  rivulet  bed,  with  date  trees. 


Proceeded  in  an  easterly,  E.S.E.  and  S.E., 
direction  over  a  level  road  16  miles  to  Mand, 
which  is  a  fertile  place  containing  two  villages, 
Ko-oo-kan  (?)   and  Surag.     From  this  to  Sib 

it  a  5  days'  journey  over  a    mountainous  road,  and  to    Gwadar  7  days  over  a  road 

practicable' for  artillery. 


4. 


Tcmp 


16 


100 


Proceeded  16  miles,  at  8  of  which  crossed  the 
Nahang  Kaw  (?)  over  a  good  level  road  to  Tump. 
From  Tump  to  Gwadar  is  5  days'  journey  as  fol- 
[lows:   1st    stage    Karmakan,    2nd  Smeta,  3rd 
Xiprtr,  4th  Dardar,  and  5th  Gwadar,  which  is  over  a  good  level  road. 
To  Sib  6  days  over  a  difficult  mountainous  road. 


8.  PfiiBlo 


9.  NasaaXbXd 


10.  Kb/ 


4 

104 

16 

120 

20 

140 

Crossing  the  rivulet,  proceeded  to  Pflabad,  4 
miles  in  a  northerly  direction;  it  is  opposite 
Tump. 

Proceeded  16  miles  over  a  level  road*  To  the 
E.,  Kasarubad. 


Proceeded  over  a  level  road,  20  miles,  to  Kej 
in  an  E.S.E.  and  S.E.  direction,  having  a  diffi- 
culty of  one  part  in  a  rivulet  on  the  road. 

From  Keg  to  Panjgtir  is  6  days'  journey  for 

laden  camels  over  a  well- watered  road,  not  very 

difficult,  there  being  a  good  road  vid  Bulida,  on 

which  there  is  only  one  obstacle   near  Garuk,  a 

aarrow  defile.    To  Kalat  15  days  vid  Kolwa  and  Mashkai.    To  Gwadar  5  days,  over  a  level 

roil  for  jruos. 

t  To  Sib  over  a  difficult  mountain  road  vid  Zamfran,  Narhuk,  Kanshi,  Salag,  Jak&> 

**n,  Gwazan,  Kahrai,  Bot  Wakaieo,  and  Ispe  Kahan. 


KAZRAN  OR  KAZIRtfN- 

Lat.  29°  37"  ;  Long.  51°  43' ;  Elev.  2,75ff. 

A  town  in  Fdrs,  70  miles  W.  of  Shiraz  and  2,750'  above  the  sea.  It  is 
situated  in  a  valley  30  miles  long  by  7  or  8  broad,  bounded  on  the  S. 
by  a  salt  lake  and  fertilized  by  a  number  of  streams  of  excellent  water.  The 
population  is  about  4,000,  and  the  houses  are  built  of  stone.  Provisions  and 
forage  are  abundant,  and  the  place  is  healthy.  Numbers  of  mules  and  mule- 
teers are  also  obtainable  about  here. 

The  place  has,  been  recommended  as  a  suitable  site  for  a  dep6t  of  a  force 
advancing  against  Shiraz  from  Biishahr,  and  the  place  has  undoubted  strate- 
gic advantages. 

Kazran  is  a  telegraph  station. 


Route  No.  211* 

KAZRAN  TO  BlHBAHAN,  VI d  THE  MaMASENI  COUNTRY. 

Authority. — db  Bode. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAICCI,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Chav£sh  Ji.N     ...  Two  hours.    I  descended  into  the  valley  at  10 

A.M.,  and  followed  the  coarse  of  the  River  Shah- 
pur  upwards,  in  an  fi.N.E.  direction.  TL« 
fit  ream  is  here  almost  choked  up  with  rushrt 
and  other  aquatic  plants.  At  10  hours  45  minutes  we  entered  the  valley  of  Kuhmareh,  or 
Dasht-i-Bfr,  and  turned  N.  This  valley  lies  between  the  chains  of  mountains  called  Pir- 
i-zan  and  K6tal-i-Dukhtar,  and  may  be  a  farsang  or  a  farsang  and-a-half  in  width  ;  it  is  the 
same  valley  that  is  crossed  in  going  from  Shiraz  to  Kazran,  near  Mian  Kutal,  about  bfar$anqt 
(about  20  miles)  to  the  S.S.E.  of  the  place  where  wc  now  were.  I  here  took  the  direction  of 
the  river  of  Shahpur.  The  villages  of  Nudun  and  Sumgul,  belonging  to  the  district  of  Kazmn, 
are  in  the  mountains  to  the  E.  At  11  hours  15  minutes,  we  swerved  a  little  to  the  X.W-, 
and  at  noon  reached  the  encampment  of  Jahangir  Khan,  Mamaseni,  called  Chantishajan. 

2.  FablIak  ...      ]    Eight  hours.    The  direction  of  the  road  was 

N.  till  we  had  quitted  the  balut  woods  *oJ 
reached  the  heights  of  Mune-nahl  by  a  vtry 
stony  road.  On  descending  from  Mune-nahl,  «•* 
entered  a  valley  running  to  N.N.E.  and  full  of  oaks,  and  passed  a  spring  of  fresh  water 
named  Mei  Hur,  on  the  left  side  of  the  road.  At  a  quarter  before  10  A.M.,  we  reached  a 
bastengah,  a  promontory  of  the  mountains,  which  was  pointed  out  to  me  as  marking  tbe 
place  where  the  Mamaseni  and  their  neighbours  the  Bovi,  of  the  Kuhgehhi  tribe,  issue  fr»u 
their  ambuscades  to  attack  caravans.  At  a  quarter  past  11  a.m.,  wo  reached  tbe  plain  called 
Sahra-i- Bahrain.  On  quitting  the  rock  of  Nakshi  Bah  ram,  the  plain  widens,  and  after  to 
hour's  ride  we  passed  a  sulphurous  spring  on  the  right  side  of  the  road  near  the  mountains. 
At  a  quarter  before  2  p.m.,  we  passed  near  the  ruins  of  Nobend-jan,  formerly  a  flourishing  <*itr. 
At  the  distance  of  a  quarter  ot  an  hour's  march  from  the  ruins  of  Nobend-jan  is  the  fort  of 
Nurabad.  From  Nurabad  the  road  passes  northwards,  first  through  the  plain  and  then  alum: 
the  heights  which  separate  the  Sahra-i- Bahrain  from  Shab-bevan.  At  half  past  2  P.M.,  having 
reached  the  culminating  point  of  the  mountain,  I  looked  down  upon  the  beautiful  valley  whx  * 
disclosed  itself  below  watered  by  a  river  and  enamelled  with  flowers.  We  follow^! 
the  valley  in  a  N.N.W.  direction,  and  at  quarter  before  4  p.m.  reached  Fahlias.  Our  dis- 
tance this  day  was  between  7  and  8  farsang*  (29  and  30  mile*)  in  a  N.  direction.  TV 
town  is  supplied  with  water  by  a  canal  cut  through  the  hills  from  the  snow-capped  chain 
bevond  Kala  Saftd,  for  a  distance  of  perhaps  \far»angs(  14  mites).  The  water  of  theAb» 
sb6r  being,  as  its  name  implies,  brackish,  it  can  only  be  used  for  irrigating  the  fields. 
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0 

Route  No.  211 — contd. 
Kdzran  to  Bihlahdn,  vid  the  Mamaseni  Country— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distance,  is  xilbs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUU 


Description,  Ac. 


3.  Basht  ...  Ten  hours.    Our  route    was  to    the    N.E., 

and,  after  fording  the  Ab-shor,  we  reached  at  the 
end  of  an  hour's  ride  an  imdmzddah.  Having 
mounted  again  at  8  a.m.,  I  crossed  some  well 
cultivated  fields  in  a  W.  by  W.N.W.  direction.  At  9  a.m.  I  passed  the  ruins  of  Cha- 
har  Bazar,  a  town  one  far  sang  N.  of  Fahlian.  At  10  a.m.  the  hills  oame  close  to  the  road, 
which  here  forms  the  boundary  between  the  district  of  Fahlian  and  the  territories  of  the 
Mam&xeni  of  the  tribe  of  Rust  am.  At  10  a.m.  we  entered  the  valley  of  Sarab-i-Siyah  lying 
between  two  parallel  chains  of  hills.  At  first  it  is  well  cultivated,  but  further  on  it  is  covered 
with  high  grass,  and  becomes  a  mere  swamp  which  abounds  with  game.  Many  springs  here 
burst  forth  from  the  ground  and  the  rocks.  There  are  roads  along  the  base  of  the  hills  on 
either  side  of  the  valley.  I  chose  that  on  the  left  as  being  the  shortest.  We  crossed  many 
springs,  bursting  out  almost  under  our  feet,  and  soon  afterwards  augmenting  the  volume  of 
the  neighbouring  lakes  and  pools,  which  appear  to  have  no  outlet,  and  are  very  deep.  On 
quitting  Khan  Ali  Khan,  I  forded  the  river  Shir  or  Abi-Shaab.  Half  an  hour  further  on, 
a! way*  in  a  westerly  direction,  we  came  to  a  steep  kotal,  after  which,  bending  a  little  towards 
W.S.W.,  we  crossed  the  dry  bed  of  a  stream,  entered  the  julgeh,  or  valley  of  Basbt,  and  at 
a  quarter  before  6  P.M.  reached  Basht. 


4.  DoockbazIn 


27 


Eight  hours.  On  quitting  Basht  at  a  quarter 
before  8  in  the  morning,  we  first  mounted  a  very 
steep  hill,  which  commands  it  on  the  S.,  and 
then  descended,  by  a  very  stony  road,  into  a  val- 
ley full  of  oaks,  wild  almond  trees  in  blossom,  and  the  kuhnar.  After  travelling  2  hours  we 
again  came  to  an  ascent,  after  surmounting  which  we  reached,  by  a  long  descent  at  11  a.m., 
the  dry  hex!  of  a  river  coming  from  the  snow-capped  mountains  of  Hnina  tn  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  west  of  Basht.  At  the  time  when  the  snows  melt,  the  river  is  full  of  water.  For 
*orae  time  we  followed  its  course,  and  on  leaving  the  valley  turned  to  the  W.  and  kept  in 
that  direction  till  we  reached  the  station  of  Dogumbazdn,  about  S  farsangs  (27  miles)  from 
IWht.  Dogumbazan  is  a  ruined  caravansarai,  built  near  a  spring  of  water,  in  a  perfectly 
wild  and  desert  place. 


&  BlHBABAN 


45 


The  distance  from  Dogumbazan  to  Bihbahan 
is  generally  said  to  be  12  farsangs  (45  miles), 
but  I  doubt  whether  it  be  so  much.  For  the  2 
first  farsangs  (7  miles),  we  passed  through  the 
same  valley  as  we  had  followed  on  the  preceding  day,  but  the  mountains  then  close  in,  and 
the  road  leads  for  more  than  a  farxang  through  a  very  rugged  tract.  We  next  entered  a 
charming  valley,  shaded  bv  clumps  of  trees,  enclosed  by  high  mountains,  and  watered  by  the 
river  Shams-i-Arab,  which  winds  its  course  through  the  hills  in  a  S.W.  direction. 
Having  left  the  ruins  of  a  caravansarai  on  the  right,  we  crossed  the  river  and  entered  the 
plain  of  Lishter.  After  leaving  Dogumbazan,  till  8  a.m.,  our  course  was  almost  always  W., 
but  at  Lishter  we  turned  to  the  N.W.  At  half-past  8  we  left  a  square  tower  in  ruins  on 
the  left,  as  well  as  an  imdmzddah  near  the  mountains,  and  at  11  a.m.  we  arrived  by  a  wind- 
ing road  at  the  bank  of  a  large  river,  after  having  crossed  two  inconsiderable  ones.  The 
rim  which  I  have  inst  named  issues  from  the  snowy  range  in  an  E.N.E.  direction, 
and  has  a  broad  and  pretty  deep  bed,  and  is  called  (the  river  of)  Khairabad,  from  a 
large  village,  now  in  ruins,  on  its  opposite  bank.  It  is  the  Ab-i-shirfn  mentioned  in 
Timonr's  route,  the  Arocis  of  the  ancients,  and  the  River  Hindian  of  the  present  day. 
From  the  Khairabad  River  to  Bihbahan  is  a  distance  of  3  farsangs  (11  miles) ;  the  first 
in  a  X.W.  direction,  across  a  very  rugged  country  abounding  in  mica ;  the  2  last  westward 
ofer  a  level  well  cultivated  country. 
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KHABlS. 

Lat.  30°  24' ;  Long.  57°  40. 

A  small  town  in  the  Karman  district,  about  50  miles  E.  of  that  place.  It 
is  situated  2,500'  above  the  sea  in  a  dreary  plain  on  the  borders  of  the 
Dasht-i-Lut.  The  heat  in  summer  is  intense,  and  the  place  is  then  more  or 
less  deserted.  It  commands  the  caravan  route  across  the  desert  to  Birjand. 
It  has  a  small  fort  as  a  protection  against  Baluch  marauders.  Henna, 
dates,  and  oranges  are  the  principal  productions. 


Authority. — Abbott. 


Route  No.  212 

KhabIs  to  BXm. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlflTAJTCl,  XJT  MILI8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  AxPTJJABD 


14 


14 


We  travelled  in  a  direction  E.S.E.  over  ax 
arid,  stony,  and  perfectly  sterile  plain,  ta 
which  not  even  a  desert  plant  is  found.  T"*-* 
path  inclining  gradually  to  the  S.,  the  direc- 
tion at  the  2nd  mile  became  S.E.  by  S.,  and  we  passed  the  ruins  of  a  mud  fort  and 
scattered  walls,  occupying  the  former  position  of  Khabis.  Towards  the  3rd  mile  occurred  the 
deep  course  of  a  mountain  torrent.  At  the  8th  mile  we  ascended  some  low  hills  of  a  gravelly 
soil,  through  which  a  deep  ravine  lay  to  our  right ;  -J  of  a  mile  brought  us  to  the  summit, 
from  whence  Khabis  bears  N.  25°  W.,  and  the  castle  of  Andujard,  situated  on  a  lofty  LiT. 
S.  6°  W.  Towards  the  9th  mile  we  entered  upon  a  level  tract  of  soft  ground,  and  p**$i<«l 
at  10|  miles  a  watch-tower  on  a  hill.  The  path  then  wound  in  a  general  direction  8.  across 
a  small  plain  leading  us  towards  the  12th  mile  to  the  village  Godis  (?),a  ruinous  looking  f»laoe 
of  scattered  houses  sheltered  amidst  groves  of  palm,  orange,  and  lemon  trees.  Passing  through 
it  we  reached  in  a  few  minutes  the  walls  of  the  castle  of  Andnjard,  crowning  a  height.  Th* 
place  is  now  hardly  inhabited,  and  we  crossed  another  small  tract  of  land  in  direction 
S.S.W.,  reaching  the  village  of  Andujard,  situated  at  some  distance  from  its  castle,  at  the 
end  of  the  14th  mile. 


2.  Gowk  ob  Gok 


26 


40 


From  Andujard  we  travelled  southwards 
the  plain,  presently  descending  in  the  broad  bed 
of  a  mountain  stream,  probably  300  yards  wide, 
flowing  from  Sarak,  but  at  that  time  consisting 
only  of  little  streamlets,  which  are  absorbed  by  the  villages  of  this  plain.  We  ascended  it 
for  nearly  2  miles,  and  then  proceeded  S.W.  by  W.,  crossing  some  low  hills,  from  the 
top  of  which  towards  the  6th  mile  Khabis  was  visible,  bearing  N.  6°  W.,  and  the  castle 
of  Andujard  N.N.E.  From  the  N.E.,  and  extending  to  S.E.  of  the  compass,  one 
vast  sandy  waste,  heaped  into  waves  and  having  the  appearance  of  a  dark  expanse 
of  sea,  was  apparent.  An  isolated  mountain  bearing  N.  by  W.,  at  a  great  distance  «>rT. 
was  pointed  out  as  belonging  to  the  district  of  Ravere.  A  steep  descent  through  a  very  wild 
and  rocky  country  brought  us  at  7$  miles  into  a  deep  valley,  called  ftudkhiz,  posses*!  or 
a  small  stream  and  abounding  with  wild  trees.  Thence  the  road  led  S.  up  the  valley  for  f 
of  a  mile,  the  trees  disappeared,  and  we  quitted  the  stream,  which  here  flows  from  the 
S.  E.  At  the  11th  mile  we  entered  a  narrow  pass  through  a  range  of  snowy  mountain*, 
extending  from  N.  W.  to  S.  E.,  and  proceeded  by  a  winding  path.  This  pa**  present* 
a  variety  of  rock,  amongst  which  limestone  and  coarse  green  porphyry  are  observed.  At 
the  12th  mile  we  proceeded  S.  by  E.  by  a  gradual  ascent  up  a  broad  stony  valley.  At  the 
15th  mile  the  village  Haahtad  Tan  bore  N.  15°  W.,  situated  under  some  rooks  at  about  2  miles 
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Route  No.  212 — contd. 
Khabis  to  Bam — contd. 


8Uft  or  baiting  plaoa. 


DlSTAXOS,  IS  MlMtS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


distance.  Advancing  up  the  valley,  we  got  amongst  snow,  with  which  the  ground  was 
partially  covered,  the  soil  beneath  soft  and  salt.  Here  my  compass  getting  out  of  order,  I 
alighted  si  the  18th  mile  at  the  village  Fundaka  (?)  The  snow  increased  in  depth  as  we  pro- 
ceeded S.S.E.  up  the  valley,  the  head  of  which  we  attained  at  the  21st  mile,  and  then 
descended  rapidly  in  the  same  direction  into  a  vale,  in  the  centre  of  which  lies  the  large  village 
of  Gok,  where  we  alighted  after  a  ride  of  about  27  miles.  Our  baggage  was  more  thau  11 
boon  on  the  way  from  the  state  of  the  roads. 


3.  Tahbud 


••• 


38 


78 


mountain  stream,  called  Rud  Khanah-i-Nas 


Direction  down  the  valley  S.  E.  by  E.,  reach- 
ing its  extremity  at  the  end  of  about  2  J  miles. 
Tli en  i  of  a  mile  in  direction  S.S.E.,  past 
Dih  Malik  (?),  a  hamlet  S.E.  by  S.,  by  a 
gentle  ascent  leading  presently  among  low 
hills,  and  then  at  4J  miles  by  the  dry  bed  of  a 
k,  from  a  village  of  that  name  about  7  farsakli* 
distant.  Towards  the  end  of  the  loth  mile  we  quitted  the  bed  of  the  mountain  stream  lead- 
ing from  hills  to  the  S.,  and  proceeded  as  before  l>y  a  broad  valley,  which  is  a  continuation 
of  that  of  Gok,  only  that  it  is  in  one  part  broken  into  low  hills,  as  1  have  already  described. 
Id  tbe  course  of  the  march  we  encountered  two  caravans  of  camels  from  Ghain  bound  for 
Bandar  Abbas  with  wool,  pistachio-nuts,  manna,  &c.  From  the  broad  valley  we  entered  at  the 
1'lth  mile  a  narrower  one  leading  through  low  hills,  and  reached  the  top  of  the  ascent  at  about 
17 J  miles.  Then,  traversing  other  valleys  and  hills,  descended  at  the  31st  mile  into  a  great 
and  very  uneven  plain.  Here  we  passed  a  few  wretched  hovels,  where  we  inquired  our  way 
to  Tahrud,  and  reached  this  most  ruinous  little  fort  in  the  obscurity  of  the  evening.  In  all 
tbis  distance  no  water  is  procurable  excepting  in  the  plain  of  Tahrud. 


4  Arm  ...  8  86       We  crossed  the  stream  and  proceeded  easterly, 

We  passed  through  several  acres  of  low  jungle, 
and  presently  crossed  the  Tahrud  stream  and  en- 
tered amongst  low  hills.  At  the  2nd  mile  proceed- 
ed along  a  wide  valley.  At  the  3rd  mile  we 
again  crossed  the  Tahrud  stream,  which  then 
flowed  to  our  right  through  hills  in  its  course  to  Avark  and  Bam.  We  reached  the  former 
•t  the  end  of  8  miles ;  it  is  sometimes  called  Abarik,  and  is  a  small  village  of  about  25 
miserable  hovels*  situated  near  a  mound  crowned  by  the  mud  walls  of  a  fort.  It  stands 
on  the  skirts  of  a  vast  plain  stretching  from  S.  W.  to  N.  E.  From  this  point  is  seen  a 
high  range  extending  westward  from  S.  30°  E.,  19  fartahhs  or  57  miles  distant.  Kuh  Hazar 
W.  by  N.,  42  miles  off,  or  abont  6  miles  W.  of  Kay  in. 


6.B1K 


••• 


90 


lie 


Proceeded  along  the  bed  of  the  Tahrdd  stream, 
hioh,  I  believe,  is  called  Rud  Khanah  Ful.  This 


which 


stream  has  a  broad  bed  occasioned  by  heavy  tor- 
rents which  sweep  down  from  the  mountains  on 
the  S.  At  the  14th  mile  we  alighted  at  some 
ruined  hovels  called  Darzfa  and  entered  the 
district  of  Bam.  The  plain,  as  seen  from  thence,  presents  a  wide  expanse  from  S.  30°  E. 
(the  point  of  a  high  range  running  E.  and  W.)  to  E.  by  S.,  another  point  or  termination  of  a 
low  range  running  about  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  from  near  Avark.  Afterwards  we  passed  some  reed 
huU  of  a  small  tribe  called  Avfl,  and  at  the  22nd  mile  we  came  to  Bihderun,  a  village  situated 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  stream,  and  having  several  hamlets  about  it.  At  the  28th  mile  we 
Rtched  Dih  Uahtar,a  village  on  the  right  bank  of  the  stream  ;  and  at  the  30th  mile  alighted 
*t  Bam. 
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Route  No.  213. 

KHABfs  TO  NlH,  BT  THB  DESERT  OF  LfJT. 

Authority. — K  hXnikoff. 


8tage  or  halting  place. 


DircuroB,  nr  wlh. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Jfce. 


1.  DlH-I-Sil*  OB  SAIF 


m 


124 


palm  trees.    There  is  water  and  a  few  supplies 


The  road  from  Khabfs  (Karmin),  13  mile*  ii 
good  over  an  undulating  country,  with  nunwnra* 
plantations  of  tamarisk.  Dih-i-Saif  is  a  poor 
village  but  fortified,  and  with  some  groups  of 


2.  Halt  in  the  de 

8EBT. 


29 


41* 


At  1 J  miles  from  Dih-1-Sai'f  the  salt  stream  of 
Ju-i-Rum  is  passed.  At  about  3  miles  the  limit 
of  the  tamarisk  growth  is  reached  and  the  (Wrt 
commences.  From  this  no  drinkable  water  ii 
obtainable  until  Ambar  in  the  far  side  of  the  desert  is  reached.  A  halt  is  generally  made  half 
way  to  the  stream  of  Shor-Rud,  the  water  of  which,  as  its  name  implies,  is  salt  and  bitter. 
On  the  way  the  small  round  hill  of  Dti-Duw&nak  is  passed  and  the  Rig-  Pan j.  Angu*\t, 
a  place  remarkable  for  the  number  of  small  round  hills.  Further  on  Ba^h-i-Asarf,  where  t1* 
road  from  Dih-i-Salam  joins  that  from  Sar-i-Chah.*  Thence  the  route  passes  by  Kucha, » 
Called  from  two  rows  of  rounded  hills  that  run  parallel  to  the  road  and  somewhat  resemblf 
houses.    The  salt  stream  of  Sh6r-Riid  is  reached  at  about  58  miles  from  Dih-i-Saif. 


3.  Sh6b-R<td 


••• 


29 


70$ 


It  has  a  considerable  current  of  water.  Prom  the 
valley  of  the  Shor-Rud  the  road  rises  to  the  curi- 
ous natural  depression  called  Nakar  Khana,  where 
the  limestone  recks  crop  out  in  fantastic  shafts, 
resembling  mosques,  cupolas,  towers,  &c.  The  southern  border  of  this  hollow  has  the  form  <  f  a 
vertical  wall  very  high  and  some  20  yards  wide.  A  narrow  and  steep  path  cut  in  zig-zag  leads 
to  the  ridge  of  this  natural  rampart. 


4.  Tilrl-KaLANDAJi... 


6.  GrjD-i-NfKA 


••• 


12* 


22 


83 


105 


Thence  across  the  desert,  to  Tal-i-Kalandar  (tta 
Dervishes  mound),  so-called  from  a  legend  *»f  *"> 
Dervishes  having  perished  here  from  beat  and 
thirst.    No  water  here. 


From  this  the  next  stage  is  generally  to  (iiid-i» 
Nima,  so-called  as  it  is  considered  by  the  nat.res 
the  exact  centre  of  the  desert,  though  in  fact  it  *s 
£  of  the  distance  between  Dih-i-Saif  and  Ambir, 
the  two  extreme  points  of  the  waterless  tract.  During  the  march  the  undulating  character  of 
the  desert  changes  to  an  unvarying  level  plain  of  the  most  sterile  and  dismal  description  ard 
quite  devoid  of  any  signs  of  animal  or  vegetable  life.  The  spot  called  Gud-i-Nimaf  is  a  saodr 
ravine  without  water  of  any  sort. 


6.  Bill  Hauz 


••• 


27 


132 


From  this  the  route  is  still  across  the  desert 

plain  to  Bald  Hauz,  where  there  are  the  trace*  *i 

a  ruined  cistern,  but  without  any  signs  of  «avr. 

The  dry  bed  of  the  river  Kusf  is  crossed  on  thi* 

march,  and  at  15  miles  from  the  last  stage  the  rounded  hills  of  Kalapar  are  passed. 


7.  Mihtbisst        or 
Bakhttj. 


25 


167 


During  the  next  march  to  Mihibakhtu,  thi 
sterile  character  of  the  desert  somewhat  aba)* 
and  animal  and  insect  life  re-appears. 


*  This  corresponds  with  the  Godar-baras  of  General  Walker*!  map,  1881,  a  piaoa  not 
root*. 

t  Gnd-J-Nsma  la  General  Walker's  map,  1881.  „  .  ^ 
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Staft  or  halting  plae«. 


Dibtucb,  nr  mm. 
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Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


At  Mihi-bakhtu  is  a  bill  crowned  with  rocks,  situated  about  2  miles  from  a  chain  of  rocky 
mountains.  In  the  rocks  of  this  chain  there  are  three  natural  basins,  which  often  retain  for 
tome  time  the  rain  water  which  accumulates  in  them. 


8.  AmbIb 


18 


175 


The  route  across  the  desert  is  relieved  by  some 
slight  vegetation,  and  on  reaching  the  gorge  of 
the  Giilii-i-Saudagar  (the  Merchant's  Throat,  so- 
called  from  an  unfortunate  merchant  who  was 
killed  here  by  Balucfcis  after  successfnlly  crossing  the  desert)  a  valley  is  entered,  which 
abounds  with  tamarisk  bushes  and  which  is  furrowed  by  the  tracts  of  torrents.  The  water  at 
Amb&r  is  from  a  stream  whioh,  though  sweet  at  its  source,  soon  becomes  impregnated  with 
the  salt  of  the  soil,  and  is  thus  rendered  quite  undrinkable. 


9.  ZlKDAE* 


16 


191 


From  Ambar  the  well  of  Atish-Karda  is  reached 
in  5  miles.  This  is  fed  by  the  torrents  that  flow 
down  from  the  mountains  in  the  winter  and 
spring.  The  water  is  pretty  good ;  but  in  order 
to  preserve  it  as  much  as  possible  from  evaporation,  it  is  made  with  only  one  narrow  opening, 
so  that  but  one  bucket  can  be  used  to  draw  water  at  one  time,  and  thus  rendering  it  unlit  for  a 
stage  for  a  large  caravan.  From  the  plain  in  which  Atish-Karda  lies,  the  road  ascends  to  a 
plateau,  from  which  it  again  descends  by  a  rocky  and  rather  narrow  way,  bat  passable  for 
beasts  of  burden  to  a  valley,  at  the  bottom  of  which  lies  the  well  of  brackish  and  bitter 
vater  called  Zardak.    There  are  no  habitations  or  provisions. 


1<>.  8ae-i-Ch1h 


17 


208 


On  ascending  from  the  valley,  a  small  chain 
of  mountains  is  crossed,  and  the  country  continues 
to  be  of  an  undulating  character  till  the  village 
of  Salimf  is  reached.    Here  a  plain  is   entered 

eorrred  with  a  salt  efflorescence  that  glistens  in  the  sun  like  snow.    This  extends  to  the 

finall  village  of  Aliabad,  which  adjoins  that  of  Sar-i-Chah. 


11.  BlBiBiH 


31 


239 


The  road  from  Sar-i-Chah  to  Basf ran  is  the 
whole  way  over  a  plain,  rarely  relieved  by  a  few 
inconsiderable  rocky  elevations :  the  soil  is  clayey 
and  salt.  On  either  side  of  the  route  ohains  of  mountains  are  visible,  those  on  the  S.  forming 
the  boundary  of  the  desert.  On  the  whole  of  this  route,  31  miles  long,  there  is  but  one  well 
of  drinkable  water,  but  there  is  in  places  good  pasturage  for  sheep  and  camels. 


12.  MaiGAjr 

13.  CrahI*  Fabsaeh 


25  264      The  road  crosses  a  low  range  of  mountains. 

25  289       From  the  plain  on  which  Maigan  is  situated, 

the  road  ascends  by  a  gorge  narrow  near  the  top 
to  the  Sardara  Pass  (6,880').    The  descent   is 
easy,  following  the  winding  of  a  well-watered 
picturesque  valley,  near  the  entrance  to  which  is  the  village  of  Chahar  Farsakh,  so  called  from 

its  being  four  farsakh*  distant  from  the  village 
11  Nib  ...  I        19   |     308   |ofNih. 

•  Bardih  in  Central  Walker's  map,  1678. 
t  Balim  Kaai  of  Walker,  1878. 


KAHNtJ. 

Lat2r56';  Long.  57°  38'. 

A,  village  of  three  or  four  hundred  houses  standing  in  a  fertile  valley  on  the 
road  between  Bandar  Abbis  and  Karman.  Above  it  are  the  ruins  of  a  con- 
siderable fort. 
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Route  No  214. 

Kahn6  to  Saidabad,  bt  Ahmadi. 


An  th  otity . — Abbott. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTASCS,  IX  XIL1S. 
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Description, 


1.  R6d  Kha* ah  Bab 


28J 


28J 


Quit  Khanah  by  a  path  which  presently  led  as 
through  jungle,  and  brought  u*  gradually  near  to 
sterile  monn tains,  forming  the  northern  boundary 
of  this  vale,  which  is  probably  6  or  7  mile*  is 
width,  flat,  and  more  or  less  covered  with  trees  and  bnshes,  between  which  grows  a  fine  carpet 
of  turf.  The  trees  are  mostly  of  a  species  of  acacia,  called  kehiir.  At  the  1  Ith  mile  we  alight- 
ed  at  some  wretched  huts.  This  valley  is  ill-supplied  with  water,  and  the  people  subsist  with 
difficulty  by  what  they  obtain  from  wells  12  or  15  yards  deep,  which  is  bad  and  almost  putrid 
in  flavour.  At  the  18th  mile  we  reached  the  northern  extremity  of  low  hills  interrupt  in* 
the  valley  in  a  direction  N.W.  and  S.K.,  and  passing  through  these  entered  a  broad 
plain,  the  mountains  receding  on  the  N.  to  a  distance ;  the  country  to  the  S.  occupied 
oy  low  hills,  and  behind  these  mountains  which,  as  we  advanced,  receding  further  $., 
increase  the  width  of  the  plain.  At  the  26th  mile,  having  reached  a  clump  of  tail  palms,  we 
ascended  by  the  bed  of  a  rivulet,  passing  other  extensive  plantations  of  the  same  tree,  and 
finally  alighted  at  a  collection  of  14  poor  huts,  at  a  spot  called  Rud  Khanah  Bar.  The  people 
and  date-groves  are  the  property  of  the  Chief  of  Liudbar.  The  distance  travelled  was  about 
28i  miles. 


2.  Camp 


••• 


25 


63} 


On  the  27th  we  were  early  in  the  saddle,  and 
continued  along  the  plain,  which  for  a  few  miles 
was  uneven  and  broken  into  ravines.  Theo 
occurred  a  tract  of  fine  turf  with  a  sprinkling  of 
the  kunar  and  kebtir  trees.  Soon  after  quitting  Hud  Khanah  Bar,  we  entered  the  district  of 
BudAn. 

At  9}  miles  we  reached  the  stream  called  Rud  Khanah-i-Duzdi  flowing  S.,  very  shallow  and 
only  15  yards  in  width.     Date  groves  extend  along  its  course. 

At  the  23rd  mile  we  alighted  to  await  our  baggage.  The  baggage  was  so  far  behind,  and 
so  little  remained  of  the  day,  that  1  reluctantly  consented  to  turn  off  a  couple  of  miles  is 
direction  £.  to  some  tents,  where  we  halted  for  the  night. 


8.  Ahmadi 
Elbv.  3,015'. 


•«• 


26 
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At  the  5th  mile  we  descended  into  a  deep  guHr 
resembling  the  bed  of  a  torrent,  and  followed  its 
windings  by  a  very  rough  and  difficult  path  witfe 
a  gentle  ascent,  after  which  it  narrowed  coiisid«T- 
ably  with  high  abrupt  sides  and  water  lying  in  little  pools  in  the  bottom.  Towards  the  end 
of  the  13th  mile,  after  a  most  difficult  routo  amongst  the  rocks  of  this  deep  gullv,  wereacM 
a  point  which,  leading  up  the  side  of  the  rock,  brought  us  immediately  out  of  tne  pass.  We 
then  proceeded  through  a  rocky  wild  country,  by  a  difficult  steep  descent,  dangerous  fot  la/sen 
cattle  until  it  terminated  at  about  the  15th  mile.  We  then  proceeded  by  an  infamous  trad 
about  VV.S.W.  down  a  valley  containing  trees  and  low  jungle,  and  at  the  17th  mile 
entered  a  small  plain  surrounded  by  rocks,  and  presently  crossed  at  right  angles  the  high  ruad 
leading  from  Kami  an  towards  Bandar  Abbas.  Passing  through  low  hills  and  across  a  brrad 
stony  valley  through  which  flows  a  rill  of  water  southwards,  at  the  20th  mile  we  ascended 
and  then  crossed  another  stony  valley.  Presently  afterwards  entering  a  narrow  pass  thtvoffa 
craggy  weather-worn  rocks,  we  turned  off  to  the  W.  through  low  rocky  hills,  and  *** 
afterwards  proceeded  S.W.  by  S.  Thence  the  road  led  into  a  valley*  partly  ocmp>*i 
by  extensive  plantations  of  palms,  across  a  rivulet  and  over  an  intensely  salt  tract  of  l»ad 
into  another  valley  of  palm-trees  and  jungle,  in  direction  W.  and  S.W.  "  This  brought  usin'o 
a  more  open  country,  and  descending  at  the  23rd  mile  into  one  more  vallev  of  date  trees,  we 
proceeded  up  it  in  a  direction  varying  between  W.  by  8.  and  due  W.  to  the  fort  of  Ahmadi, 
which  we  reached  towards  the  end  of  the  2oth  mile. 

From  Ahmadi  to  Bandar  Abbj'n  it  is  4  stages, —  wVrV  Route  No.  53. 
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Route  No.  214 — contd. 
Kdknu  to  Sdidabdd,  by  Ahmadi — contd. 


Sta«f  or  halting  place. 


OlBIAlTCB,  nr  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


s 


Description.  Ac. 


4,  DaulatIbId 


30  .  109J  Our  route  from  Ahmadi  led  us  about  N.N. 
W.  towards  the  mountains  by  a  path  stony 
in  parts.  At  l^  miles  we  entered  a  deep  pass 
I  leading  at  first  N..  and  here  I  observed  some 
large  fossils,  funnel-shaped  and  fold  within  fold ;  the  pass  greatly  expanding  as  we  advanced 
and  containing  bushes  of  various  kinds  and  a  few  benneh  trees.  At  i  mile  we  ascended  the 
rocks  by  a  difficult  and  dangerous  path,  in  which  some  of  our  baggage  mules  fell,  occasion- 
ing us  much  detay  in  unloading  and  reloading  them  ;  8  or  10  minutes  would  otherwise  have 
sufficed  to  take  us  to  the  summit,  from  whence  we  descended  immediately  into  a  small 
plain,  the  surface  of  which,  at  first  perfectly  sterile,  was  further  on  sprinkled  with  tufts 
and  bushes,  but  exceedingly  stony.  The  plain  stretches  E.  and  VV\,  and  is  apparently  of  no 
great  extent.  Our  way  across  it  led  us  N.  30°  E.  and  N.  2>°  K.  to  some  low  hills,  where  we 
proceeded  along  the  dry  bed  of  a  Bait  stream,  where  fossils  resembling  a  honeycomb  are 
abundant.  At  9 J  miles  we  entered  a  pass  through  red  hills,  winding  through  which  by  a 
gentle  ascent  we  crossed  at  the  14th  mile  the  valley  side  and  immediately  afterwards  pro- 
ceeded N.  10°  £.  over  hills.  At  the  loth  mile  we  turned  off  the  road  to  our  right  to  a 
sulphnrous  spring  of  water,  which,  though  extremely  nauseous  to  the  taste,  is  still  used  by 
travellers  for  want  of  better.  We  continued  duo  N.  over  the  hills  for  a  space,  and  at  the 
16th  mile  proceeded  up  a  narrow  rugged  ravine  in  direction  between  85°  and  60°,  present, 
ly  reaching  its  summit ;  thence  by  a  gradual  descent  55°  E.  and  N.  and  down  a  valley 
between  the  points  W.  by  N.  and  N.  W.  by  N.  to  a  clump  of  palms  at  17 1  miles ;  then 
N.  until  we  entered  the  plain  of  Orau  at  the  18th  mile,  proceeding  over  a  stony  tract  by 
a  slight  descent.  This  is  an  extensive  plain  running  in  length  E.  and  W. ;  its  southern  side 
i»  covered  with  bushes,  and  is  very  stony ;  but  towards  the  centre  it  is  of  a  light,  fine  soil. 
I  was  enabled  to  take  bearings  up  to  about  25}  miles,  after  which  the  darkness  prevented  my 
making  any  further  observation  until  we  alighted  at  the  little  fort  of  Daulatab&d,  sur- 
rounded by  a  village  of  huts  composed  of  branches  and  reeds,  at  the  eud  of  the  30th 
mile. 

5.  Kala-i-NaU        ...  80  [      139 J       We  were  early  off  in  a  direction  of  300*.    Fout 

miles  and  a  half  brought  us  up  to  a  copious  kandi 
stream,  close  to  the  fort  of  Kadirabad. 
Passing  an  encampment  of  A f share  at  the  8th 
mile,  we  proceeded  parallel  with  mountains  \  mile  distant  to  our  right.  Towards  the  12th 
mile  these  mountains  receding  to  the  N.  form  a  wide  recess  of  the  plain,  of  which  at  this  part 
and  at  Dnulatah&d  the  width  is  the  greatest.  At  the  14th  mile,  Allahabad,  a  lately 
abandoned  fort,  bore  due  N.,  1  mile  distant;  and  N.  10°  W.  were  the  snowy  mountains  of 
Khabr,  a  division  of  Akta,  which,  notwithstanding  its  mountainous  character,  abounds 
with  fruit  groves,  of  which  the  pomegranate,  almond,  pistachio-nut,  grape,  and  figs  are  the 
principal  productions.  The  habitations  there  are  of  mud  and  stone.  At  the  15th  mile  we 
reached  some  rocks,  several  high  ridges  of  which  interrupt  the  plain  at  this  point,  running 
N.  N.  W.  and  S.  S.  E.  The  juniper  trees  had  become  scarcer  in  this  part.  At  18$  miles  the 
oWrted  fort  of  Orau  bore  N.  o°  W.  about  2  miles  distant.  Presently  afterwards  we  passed 
the  ruins  of  two  small  forts  and  some  fruit  gardens.  At  19$  miles  occurred  the  fort  of  Kala 
titxhammadi  belonging  to  Afshars,  who  speak  Turkish.  N.  20°  E.  from  thence  was  the 
ruined  fort  of  Orzu,  the  people  of  which  occupy  huts  near  it.  A  good  deal  of  land  was 
under  cultivation  in  this  part  of  the  plain,  watered  by  copious  kandt  streams.  At  the 
26th  mile  we  reached  the  small  fort  of  Sultanabid,  and  at  the  30th  that  of  Kala-i-Nau. 

The  range  marked  in  our  maps  as  the  Jalalabad  mountains  is  no  doubt  that  of  Jamalabad 
of  Akta.  Beyond  the  mountains  bounding  the  plain  in  which  Kala-i-Nau  is  situated  to 
th»  S.  is  the  country  of  Lar.  The  direction  of  Forg  was  pointed  out  on  a  bearing  of  210°, 
10, f  ana  I  is  or  40  miles  distant,  and  that  of  Tarum,  15  farsakhs  or  60  miles  in  the  tame 
dirertinn. 
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Route  No.  l\l—contd. 
Kdhni  to  Sdiddbdd,  by  Ahmadi—contA. 


Stags  or  halting;  place. 


DlRAVOB,  DT  MUSI. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  to. 


6.  GlSHKtfH 


28 


167J 


From  Kala-i-Nau  we  marched  H  miles  to  Ziirat, 
a  small  collection  of  huts,  an  imdm&tdtk,  and 
plantations  of  palms.  We  proceeded  diagonal!? 
on  a  bearing  of  315°  across  it,  and  at  the  4th  mile 
reached  some  huts  and  the  mined  fort  of  Dasht-Bir.  At  the  8th  mile  our  war  lay  over  astonj 
plain  clothed  with  tufts.  At  14j  miles  by  a  shallow  valley  through  low  hills,  occupying  the 
extremity  of  the  plain.  At  1GJ  miles  a  watch-tower  to  our  left.  At  18 J  miles  a  well  of 
water,  and  presently  another  watch-tower,  after  which  we  crossed  an  open  but  uneven  tract  of 
country.  At  23$  miles  the  little  fort  of  Rishghir  bore  210°,  1  mile  off,  and  at  the  24th  we 
reached  the  hamlet  Muhammad&bad,  and  immediately  got  on  to  the  high  road  between  Ys/.l 
and  Bandar  Abbas ;  \\  miles  beyond  brought  um  to  a  large  round  tower  and  village  huts, 
known  as  Aliabad,  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  main  road  we  were  on.  At  27  J  miles,  quitting 
this  road,  we  reached  at  the  28th  mile  the  fort  Gishkuh.  From  hence  to  Bandar  Abbas  are 
ZZ\farsakfos%  to  Yazd  SOfarsakhs,  and  to  Kanndn  40  farsakhs.  This  measure  varies  a  px»l 
deal  in  these  parts,  namely,  from  3  to  4  miles  per  fursakh.  Between  Yazd  and  the  Gulf  3 
miles  perfarsakh  may  be  reckoned. 


7.  Ktiu 


••• 


25 


192} 


Quitting  Aliabad,  and  regarding  the  high  road 
leading  to  Yazd,  we  proceeded  by  a  gradual  ascent 
northwards.  The  plain  we  presently  traversed 
was  clothed  with  tuf ts  of  the  gum  t  rngacant h  plant, 
and  with  scattered  bushes  of  the  wild  almond,  <fcc.  At  2}  miles  we  passed  a  tower  and  garden 
belonging  to  an  adjoining  hamlet  embosomed  in  trees,  which  a  mile  further  on  we  left  a  little 
to  our  right.  Here  we  overtook  a  kasid  or  foot-messenger  from  Bandar  Abltas  who  had 
been  4|  days  on  the  way.  At  the  end  of  the  5th  mile  we  alighted  at  a  pool  of  good  water, 
possessing  2  trees  and  some  cultivation  near  it.  At  the  8th  mile  the  mountains  of  Khabr 
(part  of  Akti)  bore  exactly  E.,  distant  probably  25  miles.  At  the  9th  mile,  still  continuing 
northwards,  we  reached  some  low  hills,  and  traversed  them  by  a  broad  passage  and  an  eatr 
ascent,  gaining  the  summit  at  the  13th  mile.  Here  we  entered  the  district  of  Sarjan,  and 
proceeded  by  a  gentle  descent  through  low  hills  in  a  direction  a  little  £.  of  N.  until  the  Uth 
mile,  when,  reaching  a  plain  of  great  extent,  we  continued  northwards.  Finding  we  could 
not  reach  any  village  before  nightfall,  at  about  the  20th  mile  we  turned  off  the  road  acres* 
the  country  in  a  direction  of  60°,  reaching  at  the  25th  mile  (7  farsakh*)  the  rained  mod 
fort  of  Kum,  near  which  some  Afshar  black  tents  were  pitched. 

The  highway  for  caravans  between  Yazd  and  Bandar  Abbas,  which  we  had  travelled  on 
this  day,  is  said  to  be  at  one  point  only  impracticable  for  artillery,  that  i*.  at  the 
Tang-i-Za  between  Saiyidabad  and  (lurch  (?),  a  narrow  pass  of  3  fartakhs  in  length,  rerr 
rockv,  and  overrun  by  water.  The  road  by  which  guns  are  therefore  taken  to  or  from 
Bandar  Abbas  is  by  Karman,  the  position  of  which  is  about  S.  £.  and  not  8.  from  Yicd. 


8.  MalikJLbId         ...  26        21 8±        From  Ktim  we  took  a  cross  path  leading  on  a 

bearing  of  75°  at  l\  miles  into  a  high  road 
different  from  that  by  which  we  travelled  yes- 
terday. It  led  us  northwards  over  the  plain 
which  for  a  space  was  bare  kavir,  but  further* 
on  was  clothed  with  bushes  for  several  mile*. 
On  the  way  we  breakfasted  at  some  black  tents,  but  the  water  drawn  from  wells  was  filthy  sad 
thick.  At  the  21st  mile  the  village  of  Abb&sabad  lay  f  of  a  mile  to  our  left,  and  at  the  23rd 
that  of  Salabad  (P)  1  mile  on  the  same  side,  \  a  mile  N.  of  which  is  a  white  isolated  rock  rising 
from  the  plain.  At  the  24th  mile  the  email  village  Daristan  occurred,  and  at  the  26th  that 
of  Malikaoad,  where  we  alighted.  This  place  is  almost  destitute  of  trees ;  but  many  of  the 
Tillages  of  this  plain  possess  gardens  and  groves  of  trees. 
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Route  No.  214— concld. 
Kdhni  to  Sdiddbdd,  by  Ahmadi— -concld. 


s 


8tift  or  halting*  phut. 


DlKlICS,  XV  KILH. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


9.  SuyidIbId 
£ur.  5,490'. 


18 


236J 


Quitting  Malik&bad  at  the  2nd  mile  we  reached 
Izzatab&d  ;  at  the  5th  Tajab&d.   We  then  turned 
off  the  road  in  a  direction  290°  to  visit  the  rock 
and  ruins  of  Kala-Sang,  which  we  reached  in 
half  an  hour. 

We  proceeded  over  a  sandy  tract  of  desert,  in  which  we  presently  lost  our  way,  in  couse- 
QQeoce  of  the  clouds  of  dust  and  sand-drift  caused  by  the  gale  which  has  raged  since  yester- 
oit.  Reaching  some  tents,  we  procured  a  guide,  and  at  the  12th  mile  got  again  on  to  the. 
high  road  we  had  missed.  We  then  proceeded  on  a  bearing  of  295°,  passing  1  j miles  further 
on  the  Tillage  Jalalabad.  At  the  16th  mile  those  of  Firiizabad  and  Makiabad,  about  $  of 
a  mile  to  our  left ;  then  Ghiadgar  and  Eushkabad,  also  to  our  left.  At  about  the  18th  mile 
we  reached  Saiyidabad,  the  principal  village  in  Sarjan,  containing  some  500  houses. 

From  Saiyidabad  to  Karman  is  a  distance  of  34  farsakh* ;  to  Dar&b,  27  or  28  far sakhs  ; 
Sbahr-i-Bibak,  lb  far  sakhs. 

The  direction  of  the  town  of  Karm&n,  as  pointed  out  by  the  people,  was  about  40°  from 
this  place;  that  of  Yazd  about  340°  ;  that  of  Pariz,  where  the  turquoise  mine  exists,  N.  5°  E. 
distant  35  or  40  miles.    In  that  vicinity  also  the  ghez,  which  yields  manna,  grows  abundantly. 


KHOI. 

Lat.  38°  37';  Long.  45°  15'. 

A  town  in  Az£rbijan,  77  miles  N.  W.  of  Tabriz,  situated  in  a  rich  and 
well  cultivated  valley.  There  is  no  town  in  Persia  better  built  and  more 
beautiful  than  Khoi.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  double  enciente  of  mud  fortifi- 
cations, both  absolutely  useless  against  European  artillery.  The  outer 
cneiente  consists  of  a  line  of  curtains,  redans,  and  bastions,  with  a  glacis, 
ditch,  and  covered  way.  The  inner  is  a  high  wall  with  flanking  towers,  the 
space  between  which  is  occupied  by  gardens  and  hovels;  streams  of  water 
run  through  the  principal  streets  of  the  town,  and  rows  of  willow  trees  are 
planted  inside  them.  The  town  is  entered  by  two  gates.  Most  of  the  in- 
habited houses  are  built  of  mud,  and  their  architecture  presents  much 
analogy  to  that  of  Russian  Armenia.  The  bazaars  of  Khoi  are  the  finest  in 
Persia,  except  those  at  Shiraz.  They  are  substantially  built  of  brick  and  are 
lofty  and  capacious.  The  town  is  said  to  contain  between  4,000  and  7,000 
families,  of  whom  100,  inhabiting  a  distinct  suburb,  are  Armenians.  The 
valley  of  Khoi  is  nearly  oval,  about  1 5  miles  in  length  and  10  miles  in  breadth, 
and  is  surrounded  by  mountains  which,  though  unadorned  with  wood,  are 
beautiful  in  their  shapes  and  distances.  It  is,  for  richness  of  cultivation, 
water,  pasture,  and  population,  not  to  be  surpassed  by  any  spot  of  similar 
extent  in  Persia.  It  produces  great  quantities  of  corn,  cotton,  and  rice.  Most 
of  the  villages  are  peopled  by  Armenians.  Khoi  is  the  capital  of  a  rich  and 
extensive  district,  and  the  emporium  of  a  considerable  trade  carried  on  be- 
tween Turkey  and  Persia.  The  number  of  people  at  Khoi  affected  with 
ophthalmia  is  particularly  remarkable.  Cataract,  too,  is  peculiarly  prevalent, 
and  it  is  probable  that  on  an  average  every  tenth  person  suffers  from  inflam- 
mation of  the  eyes. 


Anthority. — MacGrbgor. 
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Route  No.  215. 
Khoi  to  Julfa. 


DUIAJTOB,  XV  MILES. 

Stage  or  baiting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Deecripti  »n«  Ac 

JuLFA 

•  •  • 

60 

The  distance  is  about  60  miles,  and  the  road  goes 
by   Kiz  Kala  and  Pirkand.     It  then  crosses  t:ie 
kotur-Chai,  and  shortly  after  the  Ztinnz-l'hai 
and  tarns  N.E.,  and  joins  the  Mirand  and  Julia 
road,  about  4  miles  from  the  Ar*>s. 

Route  No.  216. 

Khoi  to  Nakjivan,  by  Nasik. 
Authority.— HikcQ  rbgor. 


DlSTAVCt,  I*  MILI8. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 

1.  Pabschx 

2.  Khavaya 
8.  Nasik 

4  ABBJaJBJi) 
6.  Nashya* 

6 

20 

•  •a 

7 
8 

5 
25 

••• 

••• 
••• 

N.N.W.  The  road  goes  over  the  plain.  Any 
amount  of  forage  here. 

N.  The  road  lies  through  a  mountainoai 
tract,  some  parts  of  which  are  stony. 

N.  The  road  on  leaving  K liana va  enters 
upon  a  very  fertile  valley,  watered  by  an  abut.  !• 
ant  stream,  called  Char  Pari,  which  runs  by  the 
village  of  Kara  Ziazin. 

N.  W.  The  road  descends  gradually  to  tli» 
Aras,  which  forms  the  frontier  between 
Persia  and  Hussia,  and  is  crossed  by  a  bridgc-of* 
boats  in  the  dry  season,  but  in  the  floods  oy  ft 
bad  ferry. 

A  small  decaying  Russian  town. 

KHOI  to  VAN. 
Fide  u  TabrIz  to  Van." 


KHtfR. 

Lat.  33°  45'  0" ;  Long.  64°  50'  0*. 

A  village  in  Khurasan  on  the  southern  border  of  the  great  salt  desert 
It  is  important  as  the  starting  point  for  several  desert  routes.  It  contain! 
about  1,800  inhabitants  and  is  strongly  situated.  Supplies  obtainable  ia 
fair  quantities. 


805* 


Route  No.  217. 

Kh£r  to  Biarjamand. 


Authority. — M  acG  regor. 


. 

DisTAJrc*, 

IK    MILKS. 

Stage  or  halting"  place 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 

1.  Sab  ChXh 

••• 

•  •• 

•  t. 

2  farsakh*. 

Water.  Few  supplies.  Roadlevei 

2.  Abaa6n 

... 

••» 

•  ••■ 

6 

n 

Water.    Hamlet.  Bood  level. 

9.  Is  kovtr 

... 

•  •• 

•  •• 

10 

it- 

No  water. 

4.  Ik  £avft» 

•■• 

••• 

•  •« 

10 

•»• 

No  water. 

5.  TtiBfo 

••• 

••• 

•  •• 

10 

»»• 

All  kavtr.    Water.   Small  Tillage. 

6.  Sab  ChIh 

••• 

... 

•  •• 

» 

»»- 

Road  level.    Water. 

7.  Biabjabmavd 

••• 

••• 

•  •• 

7 

m 

Road  level    Cross  a  range  by  an 

easy  pass. 

Authority. — MacGregor. 


Route  No.  218.. 

KHtJR  TO  NaIN. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DiBTurci,  iv  wxzs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &e. 


1.  GabmIb 

2.  HirrTucAjr 


3.  AbAjIbad 


4.  MfJSAJCIB 
6.  AviBAX 


*•* 


&  Chiskah-i-Zag- 

HAB 

7.  Kiur 


»•• 


5/artakh*,    Road  good. 


t> 


n 


n 


n 


Road  crosses  a  pass  ;  then  there  is  a 
village  with  water. 

Road  level,  through  hills  in  one 
place.  Here  water  is  to  he  got, 
bat  no  supplies. 

Road  level.  Here  is  a  hanz  of  water. 

The  road  is  level  and  good.  This 
is  a  large  place  of  1,000  houses 
situated  in  a  valley  between  hills ; 
water  and  supplies  are  procur- 
able. 

The  road  is  le  veL  Water  to  be  got 
here. 


tt 


The  road  is  level. 


40 
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Bouti  No.  218— e*fi&i. 

Khir  to  Ndin—covAA. 

* 

There  is  said  to  be  another  road  with  10  stages,  as  follows,  to  the  N. 
of  the- above: — 


Stag*  or  haltisff  place. 


Dinivcx,  xv  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  GhsJT^bXbXd 


2.  ChIh  Apzul 

S.  ZfrrfKTO 

4.  Aiak 
6.  Chaft 


••• 


... 


... 


••• 


6.  ChXh  Khabb^zjlh 


7.  MtJALLA 

8.  AhIbax 


... 


... 


... 


••• 


*•• 


... 


••• 


... 


••• 


••» 


••• 


••• 


9.  Chashxah-i-Zag- 


10.  NXnr 


••• 


••• 


... 


••• 


••• 


... 


... 


#•• 


3  farsakk*. 


6 

4 
6 
6 
6 


99 


ft 


M 


W 


M 


2       .. 

4 


M 


Boad    leveL     Water  procurable. 
Small  village,  10  houses. 

The  road  is  quite  good.    Water. 

The  road  is  level.    Water. 

The  road  goes  over  sand.    Water, 

The  road  is  level.    Water. 

The  road  is  through  hills  for  1/2 
*akk9  and  then  level.    Water. 

The  road  is  good,  over  a 

The  road  is  quite  good. 


Authority.— MacGrbgob. 


Route  No.  219. 

Kiifa  to  SabzawXr. 


Staff*  or  ksitinff  plaot. 


Description,  as. 


1.  Halt  ahtwhibi 

2.  Pia  HLtit         ^ 


8.  DahXh-i-Mimba* 


4.  Dasht-Qibda 


6.  Dih-Nau 


... 


— 


... 

... 

•*. 

— 

... 

... 

•#• 

*•• 

.»t 

•M 

All  kavir,  except  \  farsakk  of  sand.    No 

30  farsakk*.    Water.    Large   tillages 
valley.    Boad  level. 


&  farsakk*.  Boad  crosses  an  easy  pass.  Water. 


5      „  Boad  level.     No  hills. 

Supplies.    Many  villages. 


6  farsakk*.    Boad  level    Water  and  tepefies* 
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Route  No.  819— eontd. 
Khir  to  Sabzawdr—contA. 


8taf*  or  telling  place* 


6.  Sab-lChXh 

7.  Taubum 

8.  Sadei 

9.  DabiXchah 

10.  Mazbai 

11.  HiatXbad 
13.  Sabzawab 


DiBTAirci,  nr  mjlm. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Deeoription,  **. 


••• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

••• 

••• 

•  •• 

••• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •t 

•  ■• 

■  •  • 

•  •• 

■  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  at 

•  •• 

•  •• 

5far*akhs.  Water.  Few  supplies.  Road  level. 

8       „  Road  level,  part  over  sand. 

5  „  BoadleveL   Few  supplies.    Water. 

6  „  Ditto. 


The  road  is  level.   Water. 

7/arsakhs.  The  road,  level.   Water.    Supplies. 

3  fartahht.  Road  level.  This  road  has  the 
Kuh-i-Surtih  range  on  the  right  from  Dili-i- 
Nau.    No  hills  on  the  left. 

Total  79  farsakh*,*  or  about  816  miles. 


*  The  abore  distances  would  Mem  to  be  exaggerated,  ae  Khar  ia  only  230  milea  from  Babnwir  by  oompaaa 
it. 


Authority. — MacGeegob. 


Route  No.  220. 

Kh6r  to  SamnAn. 


8mft  or  baiting  place. 


DiaTurci, 

zv  vats. 

Interne* 
diate. 

TotaL 

Description,  Ao. 


1.  Fabuihi 


2.  Jasdae 


3.  Psshi-GiXza 


4.  HrsuHi 

6.  CaXs  SntrzLx   . 

6.  Saejuw 


... 

•  •• 

... 

... 

*«• 

••• 

••• 

••• 

•  •• 

... 

•  •• 

••• 

... 

... 

••• 

••* 

••• 

••« 

Sfarsakks.  40  houses.  Water.  Few  sup- 
plies.   Level  over  Icavir. 

3/arsakhs.  Water.  Village.  Few  supplies. 
Road  level  over  earth. 

9  farsakh*.  Level  1  fartahh.  2  fartakU 
between  hills,  then  over  sand.  Water  and  sup- 
plies. 

ZOfarsakkt.    Kavir.    Water  and  supplies. 


8 
9 


w 


»» 


From  Hosaini  there  is  a  road  to  Damghan,  which  runs  as  follows  :— 


7.  ElSHK 

8.  Golakx 


••• 


•#• 


2  farsakhs. 

3  fartakhs.    Boad  very  bad  over  hills,  called 
Kdh-tanga.    Water  and  villages. 
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Route  No.  220 — eontd. 
Kkur  to  Samndn — contd. 


DlSTAlTCI,  I2T  VILKS. 

Stage  or  baiting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total 

Description,  4c. 

7.  ForXt 

8.  Damohan 

9.  SahxXn              ... 

••• 
•  •■ 
••• 

••• 

•  •  • 

10  farsabhs.    Road  level  over  earth.     Vill-*j^». 

5        „           Through  villages  and  cultivation. 

(See  Route  Tihran  to  Mashhad.) 
This  road  is  a  good  deal  used  in  winter  hj 
caravans  of  camels. 

khuramAbAd. 

Lat.  33°  32' ;  Long.  48°  43' ;  Elev.  4,050\ 

Khuramab&d  is  a  singular  place.  A  range  of  rocky  lulls  stretching  across  the 
plain  in  the  usual  direction  of  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  has  been  suddenly  broken 
off  to  admit  the  passage  of  the  River  Kashgan  for  the  space  of  about  thr**?- 
fourths  of  a  mile,  leaving  in  the  centre  of  the  open  space  a  solitary  rock  near- 
ly  1,000  yards  in  circumference;  the  rock  is  very  steep,  and  near  its  summit  is 
a  most  copious  spring.  This  is  the  fort  of  Khuramabad.  It  is  surrounds 
by  a  double  wall  at  the  base,  and  the  summit  where  the  palace  is  built  is  aU*» 
very  strongly  defended.  The  fort  mounts  8  guns.  The  palace  is  a  \^ry 
el^'-ant  building.  A  magnificent  reservoir,  60  yards  by  40,  which  is  fVd  \v 
the  spring,  has  been  formed  within  it,  and  there  is  also  a  garden  of  s^u,-* 
extent.  The  fort  contains  exclusively  the  palace  and  its  dependent  buil  lirnr*. 
The  modern  town,  which  is  small,  containing  not  more  than  J,0i'U  hou>**, 
chiofly  of  mud,  is  built  below  the  fort  on  its  S.  W.  face.  The  river,  a  br  ad 
shallow  stream,  passes  along  to  the  S.  E.  of  the  fort  and  town  ;  the  banks 
are  covered  with  gardens  ;  and  among  these  are  to  be  seen  the  remains  «f 
the  old  town.  A  lofty  brick  minaret  of  the  class  peculiar  to  the  Seijukiaa 
ages  is  conspicuous.     Supplies  and  water  plentiful  here. 

It  is  the  capital  of  the  Feili  Lurs  and  of  the  Governor  of  Luristan.     It 
contains    about    2,000    inhabitants.      Bazaar   insignificant.     A    camping 
ground  suited  for  1  brigade  lies  W.  of  the  town. 
JProm  Khuramabad  to  Dizful  there  are  fivexoads-r- 

(1)  The  longest  (50  farxakhs)  practicable  for  artillery  ;  follows  the  ru»ht 

bank  of  Kashgan  river  to  Tang-i-Dobashi ;  crosses  the  Shah  pur 
bridge  to  the  Jaidar  plain ;  then  into  the  Karkhah  valley  to  PuUi- 
Tang,  across  the  Ab-i-Zal  to  Rezzi,  Bidruze  and  Uussainieh,  over 
the  Balarud  river  to  Dizful. 

(2)  Mr.  Sehindler's  road  from  Khuramabad  through  the  Chimishk  Pass 

to  Dihliz  ;  thttn  to  the  right  by  Badamak  and  Yalmiin  to  tht< 
Dum-i-Chil  Pass,  and  into  road  No.  1. 

(3)  Mr.  Seliindlf-r's  road  as  above  to  Dihliz;  then  to  the  left  throcg-h 

Mishvand  over  the  Kid  Ian  Pass  to  Ab-i-Zal,  and  into  road  No,  1. 

(4)  As  above  to  Mishvand,   over  the   Sovaran   mountains   to 

seldom  traversed,  and  only  by  foot-passengers. 
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(5)  The  shortest,  Sir  Henry  Rawlinson's  road  from  the  Chimiskh  Pass 
overthe  Kuh-i-Gird,  the  Kuh-i-Biah,  and  the  Mangerah  by  Kirah 
to  Bidxuze ;  from  thence  as  by  road  No.  1. 


Route  No.  221. 

KUURAMADAD   TO    DlZFUL. 


Jnfiority. — DE  Bodk. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTlSCK,  I3T  MIL*8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  kc. 


Dcm-i-Tchttl  Pass ...  The  total  length  of  this  road  is  50  farsal-h*, 

and  it  is  practicable  for  guns.  It  follows  the 
right  bank  of  the  K ashman  stream  as  far  as 
Tang-i-l)ulabtchi,  where  it  crosses  the  Shah pur 

bnM^p  and  enters  the  plain  of  Ojaidar.     It  then  continues  along  the  left  bank  to  the   Diim- 

i-Ti-^nl  Pass  where  it  unites  with  the  road  described  under  the  heading  "  Burujird  to  Dizful, 

rid  Khuramabad,"  No.  9$. 


Route  No.  222. 

KnCBAMABAD  TO  DlZFtJL,   Vld   MlSHVAXD   AtfD  THE   KHhis   PASS. 

JutAorify. — Sciiixdlir. 


Stage  ar  halting  place. 


DllTAXCR,  IX  HILSB. 


Description,  &c 


1.  KaseabId 


2.  MvkhbabXbId 


••• 


16} 


38} 


65 


Up  to  this  point,  see  route  Rtirujird  to  Dizftil, 
via  Khuramabad,  Route  No.  98. 


Road  very  bad.  Beyond  the  Dihliz  Pass  the 
road  crosses  the  Kahut-i-Mukhtar  and  Buk-i- 
ttulnnd,  called  also  the  Lesser  KUlan.  It  then 
descends  into  the  valley  of  Mislnand,  which  is 
covered  with  a  thin  growth  of  oaks.  Here  there  is  a  post-house  and  telegraph  station  on 
the  hanks  of  a  little  stream.  Altitude  3,713'.  The  valley  is  a  winter  resort  of  the 
lijndekifl. 


3.  BiaiKDJiB 


m 


74} 


Road  very  bad.  After  2  J  miles  the  road  enters 
the  plateau  of  Takht-i-tc.uin.  The  limestone 
strata  are  here  horizontal,  and  resemble  fl'ijj- 
s^ones.  Small  onks  grow  in  some  of  fie  cracks. 
Except  a  frw  gypsum  mounds,  the  whole  surface  is  bare  and  level,  with  a  slight  fall  to  the 
£.  The  end  of  the  Takht-i-tohun  is  reached  at  the  stream  which  com"*  from  the  Man. 
perah  range,  and  flows  past  this  place  to  the  Lai  him  Pass.  The  altitude  here  is  2,oS(X. 
From  the  river  to  the  summit  of  the  pass  over  the  Kiulan  range  there  is  an  ato.Mit  of  2,(HU/ 
in  five  miles.  From  the  summit  to  Sar-i-Shikaft  ( **  head  of  the  cave  ")  is  4  miles.  The 
cave,  with  a  small  waterfall,  lies  close  beside  the  road,  at  an  altitude  of  3,305'.  The 
Ki&lin  Pass  is  the  most  difficult  pass,  and  the  most  dangerous  for  pack  animals  I  have  come 
across  in  Persia,    The  9  miles  from  the  stream  at  the  end  of  the  Takht-i-tchun  to  the  cave 


810 

Routb  No.  lll—contd. 
Khuramdbdd  to  Diz/ul,  vid  Mishvand  and  the  Kidldn  Pats — contd. 


DimVCS,  XV  HUBS. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description.  Ac. 

generally  take  the  animals  6  full  hoars,  and  all  arrive  more  or  less  wounded  by  the 
sharp  stones.  2}  miles  beyond  the  cave  is  the  Bi  rind  jar  camping  ground  on  the 
Fariab  stream,  which  disappears  under  ground  a  few  mile*  below  to  reappear  at  Pul-i- 
Tang. 


4.  Kala-i-RisX 


17* 


92 


Road  bad.  The  nummnlitic  strata  cease  and 
are  replaced  by  mountains  of  tuffa,  conglomerate, 
sandstone,  and  gypsum.  The  oak  woods  which 
were  still  very  dense  on  the  Kialan  Mountain 

cease  here  completely.    5}  miles   from  Birindjar  the  road  joins  that  described  under  M  Burd- 

jird  to  Dizftil,  vid  Khuramabad." 

N.B. — There  is  a  road  for  infantry  only  from  Mishvand  over*  the  Sovaran  Ranee  to 
Ab-i-Zal. 


Route  No.  223. 

KhURAmXbAD  TO    DlZFtJL,   BY  THE  TaNO-I-ZaXLDAWAR, 

Authority. — Rawlinson. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DxsTJjrcs,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  ho. 


1.  C  a  if  P       nbab        ...  ...  The  road  goes  for  5  miles  through  a  richly 

KAjtix  Rive*.  cultivated  district  thronged  with   Tillage* ;  there 

is  then  a  wearisome  ascent  of  3  miles  through  as 
thick  oak  forest  of  range  called  KuVi-Haft.W 
Pahlti.  On  the  summit  there  is  some  extent  of  tableland.  It  then  descends  to  '  the  Kara  a 
Hirer. 


2.  Camp  hbab  Ab-i- 
ZXl  Hiveb. 


Stage  in  a  wooded  valley. 


8.  Taho-x-ZabdawXb 


After  7  miles,  leave  plain  of  Tsijin,  and  com- 
mence ascent  of  a  range  called  Kuh-i-Gird.  Tht* 
range  cannot  be  ascended  mounted.  Beyond  it 
the  road  crosses  a  tributary  of    the  Ab-ixaL 


Road    crosses   bed  of   Ab-i-xal    at  3 
Beyond  that  it  is  little  more  than  a  rocky  path, 
and    crosxes    3  spurs  called    Kal-Aspad,  Kdb- 
i-Anam-rud,  and   Be-ib,  the  latter  presto. Ueg 
considerable  difficulties  (more  than  the  Kuh-i-  Gird). 


i.ElBlB 


••• 


20 


Road  proceeds  down  the  beautiful  glen  of 
dawar,  and  then  crosses  a  most  precipitous  - 
of  hills. 
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Route  No.  Z2,$—contd. 
Khuramdbdd  to  Biz/61,  by  the  Tang-i-Zardawdr — contd. 


Durum,  or  mzlm. 

• 

Staff  or  halttnf  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  to. 

5.  &  6.  DizitrL 

••• 

••• 

Beyond  this  the  road  ascends  among  some  steep 
ravines  to  the  W.  point  of  Kala-i-Tangawan, 
when  it  enters  the  plain  of  Dizful. 

This  is  the  most  easterly  of  the  routes  to 
Dizful. 

Route  No.  224. 

KHUEAMABAD  TO  DlZFtJL. 


Authority. — Rivadaneyra. 


Staff  or  halting  place . 


DlRAVCS,  XV  MILS!, 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  Chxhgoyi  ... 

1  Sab-i-Xb 


3.  Pa-i-Pul-i-Kjjh- 


4  ChtoIbBubdIxal 


e.  Aii  Quill 


7.  Put-I-DuKHTUt... 


&  Ab-z«Oauc 


••* 


3 

H 

10} 


10} 
13} 


161 


101 


18} 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


3 

12J 

23} 


34 

47} 


64* 


75} 


94 


Height  above  sea  4,550'. 

Height  above  sea  4t530r.  A  river  flows  into 
the  Khnram&b&d  River. 

Height  3,900'.  Three  fartakhs  W.  of  this 
station  the  M&diin  Hiver  receives  the  Khuram* 
dbad  River,  and  is  called  by  former  name.  Near 
this  station  are  ruins  of  a  large  bridge. 

Height  5,06c.    Follows  the  river. 

Height  4,350'.  Wood  scarce  here.  Plentiful 
hitherto  of  a  species  of  oak.  The  acorn  is 
peeled  and  put  in  an  oven ;  when  very  hot  it  is 
steeped  in  water  for  20  days,  when  the  water  be- 
comes black  and  bitter.  The  acorn  is  then  dried 
in  the  sun,  and  when  quite  dry  is  pounded  and 
made  into  cakes.  Inhabitants  subsist  much  on 
this. 

Height  4,460*.    River  impassable  after  rains. 


Deep  ford  at  all  times.  Road  difficult.  The 
river  now  receives  the  name  of  K*«rtlr4n1  Bains 
of  a  great  bridge. 


Height  lt96ff.  Between  Pul-i-Dukhtar  and 
the  plain  two  narrow  nasses  oat  through  the 
rock  are  traversed.    Surface  cooL 
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Route  No.  224 — contd. 
Khuramdbdd  to  Dizful — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAjrCX,  III  UILX8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac 


9.  Pul-i-Tako 


10.  Ab-i-ZXl 


■•• 


11.  HUSAINI 


•■■ 


10J 


10J 


18J 


12.  SXlihXbXd 


13.  DizrtJL 


••■ 


18J 


1041 


115J 


1341 


153 


157 


Height  1,880'.  Cliffs  very  narrow,  ov«::j'^- 
ing  the  river.  Ruins  of  an  old  britl^.  la 
narrowest  place  the  cliffs  are  only  \\  tii.tus 
apart.     A  common  bridge  of  trunks  of  tree*. 

Height  2,050'.  River  joins  the  KarkhAL 
A  short  distance  below  this  station,  the  direct 
route  from  Kliuramabad  to  Dizful  joins. 

Height  1,900'.  Land  begins  to  be  cultivable 
hitherto,  and  in  most* parts  of  Luristan,  tie 
land  is  only  adapted  for  pasture.  Infe«tv<l  !»y 
robbers,  who  cleverly  imitate  the  cry  of  jackal* 
to  distinct  attention. 

Height  1,175'.  Half  way  cross  the  Bel* 
road.  Leaving  Luristan,  enter  the  plain  uf 
Khuzistan. 

Here  are  6  regiments  and  6  guns.  Prinri~il 
industry,  iudigo. 


Dizful  to  SKustar 
Dizful  to  Faliija 


•«• 


••« 


... 


... 


41  miles. 
...  108     „ 


The  most  direct  route  is  7  stages,  but  is  very  difficult.  This  route  d£toun  X.W . 
then  S.  from  Malian  Kud,  joining  the  direct  road  at  Ab-i-Zal.  It  is  comparatively  ci-v. 
At  all  stages  water  is  proourablc  in  abundance. 


Shahinshah 
Chimishk 
NasbabXd 
MukhbabXbXd 

PlBIKJZAB 
RlZZE 

B.(l(bud 
Dizf6l 


Route  No.  225. 

KlIUEAUABAD  TO  DlZFUL. 


••• 


... 


••* 


»•• 


••• 


••• 


... 


••• 


••• 


••* 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


■•• 


••« 


••• 


••• 


••i 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


Xllet. 
8 

15 

Kl 

m 

19 


Total 


...  1321 
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Route  No.  226. 

KhueamXbad  to  Karmanshah. 


A%lh  oritf. — Ra  wlinson. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlBTAJrCI, 

or  MILXS. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  &6, 


L  RCBAT 


2.  Camp  at  opening 
o*  KhIwah  Plain. 


14 


36 


14 


50 


Direction  N.  W.  The  road  traverser  an  open 
valley  for  10  miles  along  the  right  branch  of 
the  Khuramabad  Kiver,  and  then  goes  for  4 
miles  among  low  hills. 


Direction  N.  W.  The  road  goes  for  8  miles 
among  low  hills,  richly  wooded,  to  the  Ab- 
i-Kashgan,  a  deep  and  impetuous  stream,  divid- 
ed at  this  point  into  a  number  of  narrow  branch- 
es, which  are  crossed  by  rustic  bridges  of  woven  boughs.  It  then  continues  for  4  miles 
farther  among  hills,  and  descends  into  the  plain  of  A 1  is h tar,  which  it  crosses  for  20  miles, 
and  then  ascends  some  rising  ground  and  arrives  at  the  low  hills  at  the  entrance  of  the  plain 
of  Khawah. 


3.  llABStN 


36 


86 


Direction  N.  W.  The  road  traverses  the  lower 
plain  from  Khawah  for  8  miles  and  crosses 
two  streams;  it  then  ascends  the  high  tableland 
of  Khawah  (considered  the  best  pasturage  in 
Persia)  very  gradually  for  4  miles.  It  then  crosses  this  magnificent  pasturage,  which  is 
intersected  throughout  by  rivulets  at  every  300  or  400  yards,  and  is  broken  into  knolls. 

4  Kaimajtshah     ...  36  122       Direction   N.    and    W.    The  road  crosses    a 

rocky  range  of  hills  for  8  miles,  and  then  de- 
scends into  the  valley  of  the  Garmasab  River, 
which  is  crossed  by  a  ford,  whence  it  joins  the 
Haiuauan  road. 

2v*J?.— In  winter  this  route  is  impracticable  from  the  snow,  and  the  road  then  goes  by 
the  Pul-i-taskan  and  Hatilan. 

Another  authority  makes  the  total  distance  144  miles,  and  gives  the  following  account  of 
the  mad. 

Five  easy  stages.  The  road  presents  but  few  obstacles  to  the  march  of  an  army,  except 
ittft  after  leaving  Khuramabad,  when  it  winds  a  good  deal  amongst  the  hills  lyin<*  along  the 
bed  of  a  large  stony  river.  No  villages  between  these  two  towns  but  two;  Harun  about 
2S  miles  from  Karmanshah,  and  another  at  32.  Several  very  beautiful  plains  are  passed. 
At  Harun  a  large  river  is  crossed,  and  another,  by  a  fine  bridge,  4  miles  before  reaching 
Karmanshah.  Country  well  watered  throughout  by  numerous  rills  from  the  mountains. 
I'owdung,  mixed  with  straw  and  baked,  is  universally  used  for  fuel.  Population  of  district 
for  moat  part  belongs  to  the  lliat  tribe  of  Kurds  ;  there  are  also  some  Turks.  The  produce 
of  grain  in  these  parts,  especially  in  the  province  of  Karmanshah,  is  very  abundant. 


KIZIL  ARVAT. 

Lat.  38°  58' ;  Long.  66°  8'. 

A  settlement  in  Akhal,  133  miles  E.  of  the  Caspian,  and  on  the  northern  skirt 
of  the  Kuren  Ddgh  mountains.  It  is  the  present  (18^1)  terminus  of  the 
trans-Caspian  Railway,  and  is  of  considerable  military  importance  on  account 
of  the  excellent  supply  of  water  it  affords,  as  well  as  from  its  strategical 
position.    The  garrison  is  a  very  small  one,  not  exceeding  200  men. 

41 


Authority. — Napier. 


814 

Route  No.  227. 

Kizil  Arvat  to  BalkXk. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DXRAJTCZ,  XV  HTI.S8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Jbc. 


BAZKfat,  3  DATS 


in 


128 


From  Kizil  Arvat  to  Balkan  is  a  ride  of  3  days. 
making  stages  of  10/araakhs,*  40  to  48  miles"  a 
day.  The  country  is  broken  by  sandhills  ai»l 
low  rocky  ridges,  the  last  spars  of  the  Alburx 
which  extends  in  that  direction  across  the  desert,  as  far  nearly  as  Balkan.  The  tract  is 
said  to  be  elevated  above  the   desert,  N.  and  S.  of  it,  and  to  have  a  few  springs  and 

?>ols  of  fresh  water,  and  in  spring  abundant  pasturage  in  some  places,  frequented  by  th* 
amuts,  "Charwars,"  or  nomads.  Caravans  have  never  passed  that  way,  but  the*Tek© 
have  twice  lately  ridden  across  to  attack  the  Russians  on  the  "  Dana,"  or  "  Dariacha,"  the 
Lake  of  Kaifa  Su,  described  as  a  small  lake  of  fresh  water  collected  from  the  rainfall  on  the 
surrounding  tracts,  on  the  edge  of  which  gardens  and  houses  have  been  commenced.  Thence 
to  Kizil  Sii,  the  permanent  settlement  or  Fort  of  Krasnovodsk,  and  to  Kaifa  Su  and  Shah 
Kadam,  the  landing  place  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  is  a  distance  of  8  to  12  miles. 


•  Notk.— Distance  is  given  aa  stated  to  me*  but  each  day's  journey  was  probably  much  longer. 


Route  No.  228. 

Kizil  Arvat  to  Bami. 


Authority. — Grodekoff. 


Dxsxayck,  XV  XHJU. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 

1.  KODJH 

2.  BXmz 

21J 
13| 

••  • 
3o£ 

Boad   level.    Water    from    a  stream,    Sostjs 
cultivation. 

Pass  Zan  at  6|  miles,  Djengi  at  8,  Kizin  Charhm 
at  10) :  all  watered  by  rivulets  and  with  some  cul- 
tivation around.  At  Bumi  there  is  a  consider- 
able garrison  in  an  entrenched  camp.  A  gcul 
deal  of  cultivation  around. 

For  route  to  Askabad  and  Sarakhs,  vide  rout* 
No.  114,  Chikisliar  to  Askabad. 

• 

KtfCHAN,  or  KABUSHAN. 

Lat.  37°  9' ;  Long.  68°  22', 

A  town  in  Khurasan,  80  miles  N.W.  of  Mashhad.  It  is  situated  in  a 
valley  about  VI  to  20  miles  broad,  at  an  elevation  of  -1,000'.  The  eountrr 
is  generally  bleak  and  bare,  and  the  hills  are  destitute  of  wood  or  ^vt  n 
brushwood ;  but  there  are  some  verdant  spots  under  the  hills  where  the  finest 
fruit  is  produced.    The  ditch  was  of  a  most  formidable  nature,  about  3&* 
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deep  and  20'  broad,  narrowing  towards  the  bottom.  It  was  a  strong  fortress, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  circumference ;  but  the  whole  place  is  in  ruins, 
having  been  destroyed  by  Abbas  Mirza,  and  the  ditch  filled  in.  West  of  the 
town  is  a  fertile  plain  covered  with  villages.  The  bazaar  is  fairly  well 
stocked,  and  the  population  exceeds  1,200.  The  place  is  important 
commanding  the  principal  routes  between  Mashhad  and  Askabad. 


as 


Route  No.  229. 

KIjchXn  to  Askabad,  via  Aughaz. 


J  Minority. — Napier. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAVCK,  IS  MILX8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  AUOHAJB 


••• 


2.  AwabdXk 


19£ 

m\ 

• 
19 

38J 

Koad  at  starting  across  plain  of  Kiichan,  pass- 
ing at  9  miles  old  fort  of  Kiichan  and  at  11 
miles  Darband-i-Hisar.  At  12$  miles  leave  plain 
and  proceed  up  a  narrow,  easy  gleu  to  Kurun,  40 
houses.  At  14  miles  cross  an  easy  ridge  and  at 
10  reach  Kala  Sapiir.  Thence  over  downs  to 
17J  miles,  when  reach  Shukarliand  Chappa  ham- 
lets in  a  glen  running  S.  up  to  a  high  ridge. 
At  19J  miles  Aughaz,  100  houses  (Kabushanis). 


Easy  ascent  for  7  miles  to  the  Kotal-Zilan. 
Thence  easy  desC2iit  of  10  miles,  and  lastly  2 
miles  of  level  pasture  in  which  the  Karawal 
Khana-i-Zilan  is  passed  before  reaching  Awar- 

din.    Thence  see  ronto  "  Kuchan  to  Askabad,  vid  Imamguli,"   Route  No.  230.    The  route 

<!•  scribed  above  is  said  to  he  a  very  easy  one. 


Route  No.  230. 

Kuchan  to  Askabad,  by  Imamguli. 


Authority. — Napier. 


Stage  or  hatting  place. 


Dimircu,  nr  mils*. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  ImAjcguli 


2.  AskXbXd 


••• 


18 


28 


18 


46 


A  village  on  a  plateau.    See  route  Kuchan  to 
Daraghaz  by  Dawand  Pass.    Route  No.  232. 


Road  goes  across  plain  of  Imamguli  for  3  miles, 
when  there  is  a  long  easy  descent  of  7  miles.  At 
11  miles,  Shurak,  100  houses.  Thence  to  14 
mile*  down  glen  by  good  road  to  Durb/tdam,  300 
hr»uj**  (K6rds).  Thencs  gradual  ascent  of  2  miles  to  pass  of  Ifcilikhar,  whence  a^ain  easy 
deaoent  to  Awardan,  ruined  fort  with  spring  known  as  Buzhalk  (19  miles).  Beyond  this,  for 
S  miles  through  glen  with  Kuh  Asalma  on  right,  and  Kuh  Dashtai  ou  left.  Emerge  from 
this  at  22  miles,  and  continue  to  Askabad  over  plain. 


S16 


Route  No.  231. 

KUCHAK  TO  DARAGHAZ,  vid  THE  ALLAH*?  AKB  AE  PaSS. 

Authority.— Napier. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DxaxAjrcx,  xv  XXX. IB. 


Interme- 
diate, 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  KalaYus<jfKhan 


101 


••• 


Leave  Kuchan  by  E.  gate  and  follow  Mvb- 
had  road.  At  1  mile  cross  stream  (shallow, 
with  soond  bed,  16'  to  18'  by  2'  deep) 
and  pass  through  village  TilAb,  and  contina* 
E.,  following  hill  skirt.  At  3£  miles  Eala  Karbalai  Agh&si,  with  square  mud  fort  on 
mound  1  mile  right.  A  road  turns  off  left  through  hills  to  Daulatkbana,  turn  £.  8.  K. 
across  plain,  and  at  7£  miles  pass  village  Hai-HaL  Thence  bend  towards  gap  in  hills 
bearing  due  E.  and  follow  course  of  stream,  passing  village  and  ruined  fort  of  ChalakL 
At  10£  miles  reach  Kala  Yusdf  Khan,  on  the  borders  of  Kuchan  and  Radkan. 


2,  TivfL 

*•• 

131 

24 

St  CnlasiBBrG 

••• 

21 

45 

4.  M ahxtjdabAd 

••• 

8 

53 

►  Vide  Route  No.  247, "  Mashhad  to  Daraghaz." 


Route  No.  232. 

Kuchan  to  Da&aghaz,  via  the  Da  wand  Pass. 
Authority.— Napier. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlOTUrCB,  XH  XILB8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  ImXmguli 


••• 


18 


TotaL 


18 


ridge  of  Ahmnli  is  crossed  by  a  good  road. 


Description,  Ao. 


N.  N.  W.  Road  for  first  3  miW  to 
Zobaran  Pass  over  low  hills.  After  crowru; 
this  enter  the  plateau  of  Daulatkbana,  anil 
continue  across  it  to  12  J  miles,  when  the  low 
Beyond  this    the  road   goes  over  the  Katmhi 


plateau,  crossing  a  low  ridge  at  17  miles.    Imamguli  is  a  village  of  60  houses  on  a 
Supplies  procurable. 


2.  DUBINGAB 


20 


38 


Road  S.  over  steep  undulations  to  wida 
undulating  valley  of  Ziiblilig,  draining  X. 
into  the  Duringar  stream.  Then  cross  a  low 
,  easy  ridge.  At  6J  miles  pass  Chuinli,  JM 
families,  Marjanlu  Kurds.  Beyond  that,  over  a  low  gap  in  the  Chili  nil  Ridgt,  and 
N.  over  bare  onen  downs  to  crest  of  Da  wand  Pass.  Thence  descent  of  900*  in  2 
miles  ;  road  passable  for  wheels,  but  narrow  and  commanded  by  rocky  heights.  Road  fairly 
good  and  descent  for  most  part  easy.  At  10J  miles  reach  foot  of  Da  wand  Pass  and  coot  in  oe 
N.   down  a  narrow  rocky  glen.     At  16  miles  cross  .stream  issuing  from  narrow   r*rg*   oo 
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Route  No.  238 — contd. 
Kuchdn  to  Daraghaz,  via  the  Bawand  Pass — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAJCS,  XX  VILXS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


ample.    A  road  to  Kalta  Chenar  and  Annan  leads  off  N.  W.  from  the  Tillage  np  a  narrow 
glen. 


3.  NcavdXh 


24 


62 


After  1  mile  the  valley  bends  sharp  to  the 
S.  E.  Beyond  this  the  road  lies  oyer  the 
Kiih-Asalma  and  S.  E.  down  a  glen.  At 
10  miles,  after  passing  through  narrow  gap  in 
mountains,  reach  Sang  Surkh,  situated  on  a  spur  on  the  right  bank  of  the  stream,  and 
closing  a  pass  leading  from  the  Akhal  settlements  on  the  Atak.  Thence,  direction  E. 
S.  E.  down  valley  of  stream,  which  is  1  mile  wide.  Near  Zamodillu  the  valley 
bends  E.  and  the  road  skirts  the  right  flank  of  the  Kiih  Kohchar,  a  spur  from  which  runs 
out  into  the  plains  at  18  J  miles.  Thence  S.  E.  across  wide  open  cultivated  plain 
to  Nuandao,  situated  amidst  gardens  and  vineyards. 

The  following  villages  passed  en  route  .— 

At    6J  miles,  Durangar  Turkf,  15  houses. 
Sang  Surkh. 
Zainadil,  15 

Shakanlu,  20 

Faiz  Ali  Beg,      20 
Zulfan,  30 


*  n 
,.  in 

14 

18} 
20* 


ft 


» 


>» 


»» 


M 


it 


i* 
tt 


And  half  a  mile  ripht,  Khalkanlu  Zuzanlu,  20  houses. 
At  21$  miles,  Burjkala,  20  houses. 


1  Daxaghaz 


8 


70 


See  route,  Daraghaz  to  Annan,  Eiril  Arvat  and 
Balkhan.  N.B. — Light  guns  have  been  taken 
to  the  Atak  by  this  road,  and  it  might  with  little 
labour  be  made  passable  for  any  wheeled  carriage. 


KtfM. 

Lat.  34°  65' ;  Long  50°  29';  Eler.  3,470'. 

A  town  in  Irak  Ajami,  80  miles  on  the  road  from  Tihrdn  to  Isfahan,  situated 
on  an  extensive  plain  on  the  banks  of  the  small  river  Ab-i-Khonsar.  It  is 
remarkable  for  three  things — its  numerous  priests,  its  gilded  cupola,  and 
its  ruins.  The  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  are  Syads,  and  the  tomb  o£ 
the  bister  of  Imam  Reza  forms  a  great  object  of  pilgrimage  to  all  Shiahs. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  celebrated  sanctuaries  in  Persia.  Its  population 
may  amount  to  about  10,000  souls,  but  this  only  represents  the  permanent 
population  ;  the  number  of  strangers  in  it  is  considerable,  and  20,000  is  a 
more  correct  estimate.  It  is  enclosed  within  walls,  now  in  a  very  dilapi- 
dated state,  with  a  ditch  outside.  Like  most  Persian  towns,  it  is  in  ruins, 
but  its  bazaars  are  still  considerable.  It  has  about  400  shops,  of  which 
37  are  appropriated  chiefly  to  the  sale  of  Manchester  goods.  It  is  not 
at  all  a  commercial  or  manufacturing  town ;  yet  there  are  about  20 
caravansarais,  generally  small  ones.  China-wares  of  cheap  quality  and 
pottery  are  made  at  Kum  ;  its  jars  for  cooling  water  are  much  esteemed. 
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The  climate  appears  to  be  salubrious,  though  very  warm  in  summer,  and  the 
harvest  is  reaped  20  days  earlier  than  at  Tihran.  The  water  at  this  place 
is  slightly  brackish.  There  is  a  telegraph  station  at  Kum,  and  it  is  im- 
portant as  the  junction  of  several  roads.  Supplies  and  transport  procurable 
in  fair  quantities. 


Route  No.  233. 

K(jm  to  Bue(jjird,  via  SultanXbXd. 
Authority. — Schindler. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTAJICE,  IV  MILE*. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Salian 


16£ 


On  leaving  Kum,  cross  a  bridge  of  9  arches 
near  the  post-house  (3,482').  At  2}  miles 
cross  a  single-arch  bridge.  At  3  miles  another 
single-arch  bridge.  At  3 J  miles  ruins  called 
Kasr-i-Dukhtar.  At  5 J  low  plateau  (S,450;).  At  6£  canal  and  village  (3,530),  9£ 
miles  dry  river-bed,  10|  miles  middle  of  plateau  (3,7 7U).  13 j  ruined  caravansarai,  16 1 
village  of  Salian  4,230\ 


2.  RfrlRD 


18 


34} 


19|  edge  of  plateau  (4,350*).  23J  village 
Inadbeg  P  (4,750  ).  25  J-  village  Salih  Sham- 
giin.  29}  village  Zowarijun  (?)  on  the  other  side 
of    river.       30 J    miles    imdmzddah    and    mill. 


32}  miles  Dizijtin,  on  the    other  side  of  stream  flowing  to  £um  (5,550').    34}   village  of 
Kujird  with  Imdmzddah,  caravansarai,  and  cisterns. 


3.  MushtIbXi) 


••• 


24} 


59 


35 1  miles  small  stream.    38 J  miles,  another 
small   stream  (6,090').     42 J    miles,     middle  of 
plateau     (6,050').    47}    miles,     ridge    (6,37C). 
55 1    miles,      village     of     Ibrahimabad     with 
200  houses,  5,970'.    68 J  ruined  village  of  Mushtabad,  former  chief  town  of  province. 


4.  SultXnXbId 


••• 


18} 


77} 


I 


61|  ridge  (5,970').  63f ,  village  of  Khari- 
jan.  65}  miles  village  of  Shave  (?).  68|  village 
of  Mutiabad  with  toirib  and  Imdmzddah.  71 
village  of  Shahrigird  with  mined  caravansarai. 
Sultanab&d,  the  chief  town  of  the  province  of  Irak,  was  only  founded  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  century.  It  is  still  sometimes  called  Shahr-i-Nau  (new  town).  The  town 
has  the  form  of  a  rectangular  parallelogram  with  sides  of  880  and  600  yards.  The  longer 
sides  are  strengthened  by  18  towers,  the  shorter  by  12.  There  are  two  gates  in  each  long  face, 
and  one  in  each  short  one.    The  principal  industry  is  in  carpets. 


5.  Takht  Mjlhall 


16$ 


93? 


Gate  of  SultanaMd  (5,875'),  }  mile, 
4-arch  bridge  stream,  dry  (April  24th,  1878. 
Ridge  2}  miles  (6,170') ;  beyond  enter  valley  of 
Sih-l)ih  ("  3  villages"),  re-ascending  theno  road 
190 ,  and  passes  to  6  miles  through  a  narrow  gorge. 
At  5  miles  another  ridge  (6,730').  7  J  another,  (6,690').  At  10},  village  of  Nitnidkuh* 
Inhabitants  speak  Turkish  (6,430').  15J  miles,  road  bends  to  right  round  Kuz&k  range. 
16  miles,  village  of  Marun.    16  J  miles,  village  of  Takht-Mahall  (5,850'). 


enters  a  narrow  pass  at  4}  miles,  altitude  6, 


6.  Dodjuft 


18i 


112} 


18f  miles,  cross  an  8-arch  bridge  over 
the  Doab  river ;  20}  miles,  village  of  Parr  or 
Fair  ;  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream  Hisar, 
22}    mile*,   Ture ;    large   village  caravansarai. 


S19 

Route  No.  233— eontd. 
Kim  to  B&r&jird,  via  Sultdnabdd — contd. 


6tage  or  halting  place. 


DxsTuros,  xv  icilm. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ao. 


mosque,  and  6-arch  bridge  over  the  stream  which  flows  S.  ;  here  a  gorge  between 
lit.  Rasthend  (P)  on  the  left,  and  Sh&hzindah  on  the  right.  27$  miles  Tillage  of  H&rtin 
(6,2900 .  Thence  to  33  J  miles  in  valley  of  Kezzaz  (P) ;  34J  miles,  village  of  Saliun.  40 
houses  (7,250').    3GJ-  miles,  Dodjuft  (?),  and  off  road  village  of  Dih-i-Kasim  Khan. 


7.  B6b<jjird 


192 


132 


38|  miles,  village  Khushkidar.  Ridge  (7,490'). 
43 1  miles,  village  of  Sarindja.  Beyond  road 
crosses  ridge  7,450'  a  stream,  and  passes  village 
Gawnis-Khiin  (P),  Komar  (P),  Khun,  and  Kal'a. 
Road  then  passes  villages  Darah,  Nakdi,  Kal'a,  Sh6ni,  and  Kal'a  Madiy&f.  47£  miles,  village 
of  Sar-darah  (7,100'),  situated  on  a  rivulet  flowing  to  Malair.  Beyond  this  pass  4  ridges 
(7,150',  7,100',  6,51(y,  and  6,150').  At  52  J  miles,  village  Gawale  (P).  At  6 4 J  miles  the 
Sarbaz-gate  of  BiSrujird,  height  6,430'. 

The  following  account  gives  a  clearer  idea  of  the  last  32  miles  of  the  road, 
viz.,  from  Hisar : 

Immediately  on  leaving  Hisar,  we  struck  into  the  hills  on  the  left  for  Sfarsakhs,  and 
then  ascended  a  short  steep  hill,  and  2  miles  beyond  began  ascending  a  very  high  hill  by  a 
winding  road.  From  its  summit  extensive  view  of  villages  and  cultivation  in  all  directions 
the  latter  reaching  to  the  very  tops  of  the  hills.  We  then  moved  on  to  the  opposite  hills, 
and  from  the  top  of  the  last  one  got  a  sight  of  Btirujird,  distant  12  or  14  miles.  After 
this  the  road  winds  round  a  number  of  small  hills  and  terminates  by  leading  into  the  level 
and   well  cultivated  plain  below,  in  whioh  the  large  and  populous  city   Biirujird  is  built. 


Authority. — Bell. 


Route  No.  234. 

Ktfli  TO   GuLPAIGAN,   via   KlJMAfx. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DxRAirci,  xir  xilm. 


Interme- 
diate* 


Total. 


Description,  Ao. 


1.  DXohXn 


••• 


rated  treeless  plain. 


15 


ground  irrigated  by  the  river  (elevation,  3,860'). 


Leave  the  town  by  the  E.  gate.    The  road  is 
wide  and  good,  but  stony  and  intersected  by  irri- 
gation channels.    It  skirts  the  right  bank  of  the 
Ab-i-Khonsar  andjthen  traverses  a  stony  unculti- 
Daghan  is  a  small  village  on  the  Ab-i-Khonsar,  amid  cultivated 


2.  Daulatabad 


••• 


24 


39 


Gradually  rising,  the  road  enters  rocky  hills. 
At  3  miles  cross  a  stream.  At  6  miles  a  small 
village  of  Alachum  ;  then  through  low  hills.  At 
.  13  miles  cross  the  river  by  the  Pul-i-Katebnk,  a 
masonry  bridge  100'  long.  Leave  the  low  hills  and  at  16  miles  pass  Kashnabad.  The  ground 
now  becomes  more  or  less  cultivated.    Daulatabad  is  a  simple  mud  village  (elevation  4,570). 


3.  Mahallat 


••• 


24 


63 


Good  road,  enter  low  hills  ;  at  11  miles  reach 
large  village  of  Korrnha ;  at  18  ascend  the  Gudar- 
i-Nar,  the  last  bit  of  which  is  difficult,  descend 
by  a  steep  narrow  zig-zag  ;  at  the  bottom  a 


380 

Routs  No.  231 — contd. 
Kim  to  Gulpaigan,  via  Kumain— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTUCK,  W  MILX8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Jfce. 


broad  cultivated  valley  with  a  plentiful  spring  is  reached,  in  which  lies  the  prosperous  town 
of  Mahallat,  with  over  3,000  inhabitants  (elevation,  6,920'). 


4.  Gulfa. 


••• 


23 


86  |  Cross  the  valley  in  a  S.  W.  direction. 
keeping  under  the  Kuh-i-Mahallat ;  romd  good 
and  hard  ;  cross  a  succession  of  ledges  and  valleys. 
At  6  miles  or  so  cross  2  or  3  streams  ;  at  7  miles 

K6sima>b&d,  whence  a  branch  road  leads  to  Sult&nabad.     Cross  a  barren  basin   2  or  3  mil*-* 

wide.    At  12  miles  enter  low  bills,  and  at  18  reach   the  cultivated  ground  about   Darhand. 

From   Darband  there  is  a  direct  road  through  Kaidu  to  Gulpaigan,  out  it  is  not  so  good. 

Gulfa  is  a  small  village. 

Cross  the  valley,  and  over  a  small  canal  through 
cultivation  to  Nazis!  (5  miles)  (5,775') ;  then  aero** 
fields  to  Fiirf&n.      At  11  miles  Kumuin.  a  small 
town  on  the  left  bank  of  a  stream  15r  wide  ;   it 
lies  on  the  direct  road  from  Gulpaigan  to  Sultanab&d,  distance  36  miles. 

112 


6.  Kvu±is 


11 


97 


6*  GulpajgXn 


15 


Ascend  gently  to  cross  the  Hulwun  hill,  the 
last  bit  of  the  ascent  being  steep  and  narrow. 
The  top  of  the  ascent  is  8,200'.  It  then  winds 
down  the  other  side,  the  last  mile  of  descent 

being  easy.    Cross  the  river  Karj  or  Ab-i-Kh6nsar,  60  yards  wide,  by  a  masonry  bridge  and 

enter  Gulpaigan  (5,875'),  a  town  of  3,000  inhabitants. 

There  is  another  route  from  Kum,  of  which  the  stages  are — 

mice. 


1.  Dagban 

••• 

••• 

••• 

... 

••• 

15 

2.  Nszar 

••• 

••• 

••• 

••• 

••• 

17 

3.  Duduk 

••• 

••• 

••• 

••• 

••• 

18 

4.  Mini  war 

«•• 

••• 

••• 

••* 

••• 

18 

6.  Gulmagird 

••• 

... 

••• 

••• 

•*» 

20 

6.  Gulpaigdn 

••• 

••• 

••• 

Total 

••• 
••• 

20 

103 

Authority, — Jukss. 


Route  No.  235. 

« 
KtjM  TO  SULTANfAH,  vid  BferlNAK. 


Stag*  or  halting  pises. 


DistAjrcz, 

nr  xrxzt. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  ftc. 


1.  MasjidXbId 


••• 


26J 


265 


In  going  from  KiSm  the  Tihran  road  (which 


goes  more  to  the  E.)  is  left  at  3  fbmtkh*  from 
Kiini.      The    celebrated    enchanted    hill  call**! 
"  Geden  gelmiz,"  "  Who  goes  never  returns,"  ]m 
passed.    Near  Masjidabid,  cross  a  small  river  ruining  £.    Six  hours. 


321 


Routs  No.  235 — contd. 
Kim  to  Sultdnidh,  via  Bustdnak—CQntd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distance,  iir  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  &c. 


2.  Daung 


368 


63 


A  small  village.  At  2farsalchs  from  Masjida- 
bad  pass  a  fort,  called  Torregnarin,  and  some 
streams  of  water ;  on  the  right  a  village.  Sawa, 
a  considerable  town,  is  passed  5  farsakhs  from 
Masjidabad,  2  or  3  miles  on  the  left  of  the  road.  Near  Daung,  a  distant*  range  of  moun- 
tains to  the  N.,  covered  with  snow.    Eight  hours. 


3.  SaqziXbad 


4.  Bustaaak 


6.  KflUIUllDABAH 


6.  SULTANIAH 


46 


27 


29 


109 


13G 


21 


105 


18G 


Six  fartabh*  from  Daung,  passed  a  round  cara- 
van sarai  ca'led  Jib.  It  is  situated  at  the  en- 
trance of  li ills  on  leaving  the  plain  of  Daung. 
Alter  passing  the  hills,  descended  into  the  large 
plain  in  which  Kazbin  is  said  to  he  situated ;  here 
are  a  number  of  small  villages.     10  hours. 

BuWu-nk  is  in  a  very  extensive  plain,  with 
raanv  villages  and  cultivation.  The  people  talk 
Turkish. 

More  villages  and  more  cultivation.  Through 
the  ni vine  in  which  this  village  is  situated  runs  a 
small  river. 


Rout8  No.  236. 
KtiM  to  SuLTAxiAH,  via  Haiyar. 


Authority. — Jukes. 


Stage  or  halting  placo. 


Distahcv,  nrurLBj. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &c. 


1.  Sava  or  Save 


40 


40 


At  1 1  miles  enter  a  salt  desert.  About  one 
mile  further  is  a  small  hill  on  the  left,  and  an 
extensive  plain  covered  with  salt  on  the  right. 
At  17  miles  enter  a  low  jungle,  in  which  continue 
for  half  a  mile.  At  18  miles  pass  village  of  Masjidabad  on  left ;  the  road  goes  over  a  plain 
to  30  mile*,  having  a  range  of  mountains  on  left  2  miles  distant*  At  31  miles  para  a 
mo*que  and  rained  village  on  right  and  a  plain  on  left.  At  35  miles  pass  another  village 
on  left. 


2.  Dauno 


191 


69J 


Tho  road  goes  for  13  miles  through  a  plain  with 
low  ranges  of  hills  on  both  sides,  about  2  or  3 
miles  distant,  at  end  of  which  begins  a  range  of 
high  mountains,  on  left,  \  a  mile  distant.     The 
road  after  this  goes  over  very  uneven  ground.    Half  a  mile  from  village  cross  a  ravine. 


VL 


322 


Route  No.  236 — contd. 
Kim  to  Sultdnidh,  vid  Haiyar— contd. 


Stiff*  or  halting;  place. 


DltTtffOB,  nr  XZL18. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Deaeriptton,  fte. 


3.  fUxiB&BLD 
or 
SehzXbId. 


48 


107J 


At  10  miles  ft  caravansarai  on  left  The  road 
then  goes  through  a  plain  with  mountains ;  those 
on  the  right  9  or  10  miles  distant ;  those  on  the 
left  4  or  5  miles.  At  28  miles  pass  a  caravansarai 
of  Jib  on  right,  the  mountaini  on  both  sides  approaching  nearer  with  low  hills  near  the  road. 
At  42  miles  pass  a  village  2  miles  on  left,  and  on  the  right  ft  plain  with  the  mountains  15 
or  20  miles  distant.    The  road  from  last  caravansarai  over  uneven  ground. 


Eala  HXshim 
KbAs. 


12 


119J 


At  6  miles  ft  village  on  the  right  about  J  mile 

distant,  a  range  of  mountains  on  the  left,  about 

2}  or  3  miles    distant.    At    10  miles   passed 

through  a  village ;  2  miles  farther  the  village  of 

Eala  Hashim  Kban.   The  city  of  Kasbin  lies  16  miles  N.  E.  from  this ;  road  in  this  march 


very  good. 
5.  ZiXbId 


19 


138* 


the  road  goes  over  &  gentle  rise ;  ft  fine  p 


6.  HiJYAB 


22| 


161 


At  6  miles  crossed  ft  river  about  110  yards  wide, 
stream  running  from  left  to  right ;  hills  on  the 
right  'about  20  miles  distant,  and  a  range  on 
the  left  about  6  or  7  miles.  Four  miles  farther, 
ain  on  the  right ;  ft  small  range  of  low  hills  on 
the  left,  V~mile  distant.  Two  miles  farther  a  village  on  the  right  called  Nargan,  about }  mile 
distant,  situated  on  a  small  rising  ground.  At  6  miles  more  a  river  on  the  right  near  the 
road ;  mountains  on  the  left,  about  2  miles  distant ;  those  on  the  right,  about  10  mile*. 
Boad  good. 

At  2}  miles  passed  through  a  village,  and  cross- 
ed a  rivulet  immediately  afterwards.  At  5  miles 
farther,  another  village  on  the  right,  distant 
about  2  furlongs ;  }  of  a  mile  more,  another 
village  on  the  right  situated  on  the  bank  of  a  river.  At  5j  miles  farther,  the  road  leads 
through  a  village,  called  Abbas  Sultaniah.  At  4  miles  more  a  village  on  the  left ;  2  miles 
from  this,  a  fort  on  the  left,  about  2  furlongs  distant,  a  river  running  between.  Haiyar  is 
also  situated  on  the  banks  of  this  river,  and  is  a  considerable  village ;  range  of  mountains  oa 
the  left,  about  5  or  6  miles  off ;  those  on  the  right  about  2 J  or  3  miles.    Road  good. 

7.  SultXnIah  ...  At    4  miles   a   village  called  8ain  Kala;  * 

rivulet  running  near  it ;  the  mountains  on  the 
right  about  2  miles  distant.  Two  miles  more  the 
road  leads  over  a  plain,  after  which  it  lies  over 

or  between  small  hills,  until  within  3  or  4  miles  of  Sultaniah,  where  it  becomes  very  good. 

8ult4nifth  lies  in  a  fine  plain,  with  springs  of  excellent  water. 


LAB. 

Lat  27°  30* ;  Long.  63°  66*. 

The  capital  of  Lsxistan,  174  miles  from  Shiraz  and  127  from  Mughu  Bay. 
It  is  situated  in  an  extensive  plain  at  the  foot  of  a  range  of  hills.  Once  * 
fine  city,  it  is  now  more  or  less  in  ruins  and  contains  only  about  6,000  inhabit* 
ants.  The  bazaar,  though  ancient,  is  in  fairly  good  repair.  The  fort  is  on 
one  of  the  hills  behind  the  town,  and  has  a  garrison  of  80  gunners  with  6 
guns.  Lar  has  considerable  trade  with  Bombay  through  Ling&h  and  Bandar 
Abbas.  Supplies  are  fairly  abundant,  and  camels  are  procurable  in  some 
numbers.    Water  plentiful,  but  brackish. 


S2S 

Route  No.  237. 

LXb  to  Baxdab  AbbXs. 


Authority.— Pelly. 


DzfCASCV, 

or  MUM. 

Stag*  or  baiting  place. 

Description,  a*. 

Intense* 
dlate. 

Total. 

• 

1.   Tahg-i-katj 

••• 

•  ■• 

3 

hours  " 

2.   ChabBabka     ... 

••• 

... 

3 

>i 

3.   ShAh-i-Zangi  ... 

••• 

••• 

5 

II 

4    Behadini 

••% 

••• 

6 

II 

5.   Htnwtrz 

••• 

••« 

9 

ft 

6.    Aoa  JamXli 

••• 

•  •• 

6 

if 

7.   Sab-i-Tanq 

... 

... 

9 

II 

8.    Tang-i-Dal6h  ... 

... 

••• 

3 

1* 

".     uBHAaf                    .  •• 

•  a* 

... 

8 

II 

10.  Tak-i-Khabch  ... 

•  •• 

••• 

8 

ft 

•This  route  is  followed  by  caravans. 

11.  Babkbh-i-SultXn 

... 

... 

7 

91 

12.  Rabistak 

•  •• 

... 

5 

•• 

13.  Jangu 

... 

••• 

8 

II 

14.  Latit6n 

•  •• 

••• 

3 

II 

15.  Kaz                   ••■ 

... 

••• 

6 

II 

16.  Bustawa 

... 

••• 

7 

II 

17.  Band-i-Ali 

•  •• 

•  •• 

4 

II 

18.  Bandab  Abbab 

... 

... 

3 

•»        - 

JT.  B.— Each  hour  probably  represents  3}  milee. 


Route  No.  238. 

Lab  to  Karman,  vid  SaidIbad  and  BahramXbXd. 
Authority. — Stack. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dl  SYAICB,  XV  MH.IB. 


Interne- 
diate. 


Total. 


L  Kahba 


Description.  Ac. 


30 


••• 


For  12  miles  eastward  down  the  Lar  plain, 
which  is  4  miles  wide,  stony  and  barren  between 
low  mountains,  black  and  impregnated  with  salt* 
At  12  miles  reach  Tangtini,  a  small  oaravansarai ; 
here  the  Forg  and  Hnrmdz  roads  diverge,  the  former  turns  N.,  follow  it  and  enter  the 
basin  of  a  salt  river.    Xahna  is  a  small  village  fort  among  date  groves. 


2.  Shahghaib 


26 


66 


North-west  for  4  miles  to  turn  the  limestone 
hills  to  the  N.  of  Kahna  ;  then  enter  a  narrow 
valley  full  of  ravines  and  bitter  streams,  which 
follow  for  10  miles  ;  then  a  couple  of  miles 

among  low  spurs,  and  over  a  small  plateau,  down  into  a  wilderness  of  salt  to  the  domed  shrine 

of  Sbahghaib. 

Descend  to  a  salt  lake,  cross  the  stream  that 
flows  from  its  lower  end,  and  make  for  the  black 
mountain  range.  Leave  this  on  the  left,  wind 
among  low  spun  down  to  a  stream  of  dear  water, 


3.  Fadumi 


m— 


34 


90 


824 


Boon  No.  288— amid. 
L&r  to  Karmdn,  via  Saiddbdd  and  JBairdmdbdd—contA, 


Stay  or  halting  plaee. 


Description*  Ac 


cross  this  to  a  small  green  plain,  leaving  the  fields  and  houses  of  Ch&hnar.  Only  a  winding 
road  among  ravines  and  stony  knolls  ;  then  gradually  ascending,  cross  a  saddle-back  an  J 
descend  a  long  sloping  grassy  plain,  cross  a  dry  river-bed  ;  then  4  miles  oyer  broken  ground 
to  Fadumi,  a  small  village  among  the  date  groves  of  the  Nun  plain. 


4.  Fobs 


12 


102  !  Ther*  are  2  roads  from  here  to  Forg,  one  np 
;  the  defile  of  the  Forg  river,  the  other  that  f.  1- 
(  lowed  here.  Through  Nurz  village  roun«l  the 
■  eastern  end  of  the  range  known  as  Kala-i-SL-ih 
Nox-i-Dfn,  over  a  low  ridge  among  stony  hilW  and  across  the  Forg  plain,  well- watered  aiii 
dotted  with  date  groves  and  villages.  The  town  is  surrounded  by  a  mud  wall,  and  is  a  square 
of  about  44)0  yards  wide. 


5.  Cbaoaun 


19 


121 


i  Over  t>.<»  Sukhtak  Mountain  by  the  Tan<r-i- 
Ablu,  a  difficult  defile,  ending  in  a  steep  a::J 
dac^erons  climb,  quite  impracticable  for  la-l.-n 
aniinaK     Water  from  the  springs  on  the  war 

np.    Then  among  rounded  heights  and  shelving  valleys  to  a  nomad  encamping  ground, 

Chagaun. 


6.  DihistXh 


19 


140 


village  among  date  groves. 


7.  Kaha 


19 


159 


hamlet  of  Kaha. 
a  Naukas 


I     Down  the  northern  face  of  the  mountains,  by  a 

■  lonir  si  ping  plateau  to  a  small   brackish  river 

'  wLioh    waters     3    villa  ires,    Birakun,    IVhiiu, 

K;»iinal»-'«L    Then  on  -    miles  to   Dihistaa,  a 


Down  the  Dihi>t/.ri  gnrsre  with  it«  small  stream, 
c:\  -«-  ti.e  ri^ire  en  t.u-  itf :,  and  enter  the  irHsr.*t- 
%  1  :•".■: in  of  Bo!.n-L.  Up  a  uonre  north  of  Bei-i.n, 
i'..<-  a  small  village  foit,  and  reach  the  miserable 


3* 


197 


Over  the  pb;Ti   to   Ilagha  and  on  to  the  Kiih 
V  1  ir>^i  :c^osst,:<ri  !^-' jnl  wir.t' thnwjrh  Vr-'k  n 

c  -r.tr.*  «  n  t!  e  c:'.    r  *>: .  • ;  beyond  is  a   va«*  Li* 
i  -.:e  plain,  which    i.^s   to   be  crxi3»e\l.     Naukun 
is  merely  a  spot  where  nomads  pi*ch  their  tor.:*. 


9.  AbbIsabId 


19 


21$ 


ia  SaipIbab 


30 


215 


11.  Ki  aR is 


12.  Pa*(* 


26 


11 


o"--> 


2S3 


A <-m*>  ♦ ' ie  p'ai n .  A  •  1 4  in :  l***  a  s*  r»\-  ta  c  f  f  «v<h 
w  *  r.  At  1 J  At>!  £* ' ;  1  i,  t \  o  r* i -t  \  i :  •■  .-*  in  the 
>.  j-n  u»>tnct,  a  weil  irrigated  fertile  p:  .in. 

D^wn  throi^h  the  fertile  j--.pnlous  Sirjia 
•  \  :ia  to  Saxubai  ;  a  town  of  S,»  «m  inhabitant*, 
•»  .:h  a  fair  Uuaar  and  caravansarai. 

Over  the  y-*  »«*  *°  Kurran,  a  small  villas 
au.oiig  ore  La: :«». 

Throi-sH  cr.  V.-.!:  -ns  at  the  base  of  the  Pari* 
ra.  "iira.Ti*.  Pa  iz  itV.f  lis.***  in  a  dell  encl«***-l 
by  fi-ir  l-w  \  ■»!>.     It  is   a  pleasant  little  "-f-.il 

Watv'icd  TL — "v. 


825 


Route  No.  238— conoid. 
Zdr  to  Karmdfi)  vid  Saiddbdd  and  Bahrdmdbdd — concld. 


DlStAXCEt  IV  MILES. 

• 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  fto. 

13.  G6d-i-Ahhab   ... 

14.  BaHEXmIbID      .... 

19 
30 

802 
332 

Cross  the  Pariz  Mountain  at  its  northern  end  ; 
pass  over  several  streams,  some  salt,  some  sweet. 
Gud-i-Ahmar  stands  in  a  hollow.    Accommoda- 
tion in  a  large  deserted  pleasure  house. 

Descend  the  bed  of  the  river,  wind  among 
hills,  and  pass  villages  at  12, 14,  and   16  miles. 
Then  a  long  descent  into  the   Rafsinjan  plain. 
Bahramabad  is  on  the  main  road  between  Yazd 

and  Karman.    It  has  a  telegraph  office  as  well  as  a  post-house  and  bazaar.    The  place  is  well 
watered.     Altitude,  6,100'. 


15.  Kab6tab  KhXn 


26 


358 


Over  the  Rafsinjan   plain   with  the  Dawiran 
Mountains  on  the  left,  and   those  of   Pariz  on 
the  right.     The  plain  is  a  bare  expanse   of  hard 
clay.     On  the  first  half  of  the  road    are  a  few 
villages,  after  that  herbless,  lifeless  plain.    At  Kabutar  Khan  is  a  good  caravansarai. 


16.  BaghJn 


17.    KabmIn 


.  .. 

BO 

388 

... 

23 

411 

At  20  miles  rea^h  Daulatabad,  a  mined  mud 
village.  BagMn  is  a  large  village  amid  orchards 
with  a  good  caravansarai. 

Cross  the  slopes  of  the  northern  hills,  and  then 
through  muddy  plains  to  Karman. 


Authority, — Jones. 


Slags  or  halting;  place. 


Route  No.  239. 

FuoM  Lae  to  MuGHtJ  Bay. 


1.  SihbI-i-Faskhan 


2.  Fida* 


3.  Bir&Xx 


DmiVCK,    IX  KILB8. 


Interna*, 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


21 

•*i 

18 

39 

18 

57 

Seven  hours.  The  road  is  over  an  open  country 
with  low  passes  and  slight  ridires.  Camp  in  an 
open  desert.  No  supplies.  Water  from  wells 
and  a  small  rivulet. 

Six  hours.  The  road  goes  through  an  open 
country.  Camp  in  an  open  desert.  Ho  supplies. 
Water  from  wells. 

Six  hours.  The  road  is  over  an  open  country 
and  low  passes.  Camp  in  an  open  desert.  No 
supplies.     Water  from  wells. 


826 


Routs  No.  239— contd. 
Lit  to  Mughi  Bay— contd. 


8t**e  or  halting  place. 


Dihajtci,  nr  xxlbi. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


4  Ahl  os  IsmanIn 


18 


From  this  a  road  branches   to  a 


Description.  Ac. 


75       Six  hour*.    The  road  goes  through  an  open 
country,  with  one  pass  over  a  ridge.     Gamp  in 
open  desert.    No  supplies.     Water  from  wells, 
considerable  village  called  Bastek. 


5.  RuknXbXd 


6.  MabbIoh 


7.  MuGHti  Bat 


••• 


••• 


12 


21 


18 


87 


108 


126 


Four  hours.  After  passing  over  some  open 
country,  the  road  ascends  to  higher  tracts.  No 
supplies.    Water  from  wells  and  springs. 

Seven  hours.  The  road  goes  first  through  preci- 
pitous passes,  and  then  over  an  undulating  plain. 
No  supplies.    Water  from  springs  and  wells. 

Six  hours.  The  road  it  through  passes  and 
over  undulating  ridges. 


LINGAH,  or  LINJAH. 

Lat.  26°  32'  (f ;  Long.  54°  60'  0". 

A  town  on  the  coast  of  Laristan. 

It  consists  of  a  fort  surrounded  by  an  unwalled  town  of  stone.  The  road- 
stead is  open,  and  though  sheltered  from  the  N.  W.  is  dangerous  for 
shipping  during  the  prevailing  S.  E.  and  S.  W.  winds ;  but  a  solid  masonry 
breakwater  affords  protection  to  small  craft. 

No  import  or  export  duty  is  due  in  Lingah.  At  present  the  township, 
with  its  adjacent  suburbs,  may  contain  from  8,000  to  10,000  inhabitants,  of 
whom  the  bulk  are  Africans.  The  wealthier  classes  are  Persianised  Arabs. 
There  are  also  some  20  Hindus  residing  in  the  place  as  agents  for  firms  in 
Bombay  and  Karachi. 

The  bulk  of  the  seaborne  trade  is  with  the  Arab  ports  and  of  the  inland 
trade  with  Lax. 


Authority. — Jones. 


Staff  or  halting  pises. 


1.  Chaxfak 


Route  No.  240. 
Lingah  to  Bastak. 


Distavcs,  nr  mxlss. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


DsaeripUoa,  Ac 


12 


12 


4  hours. 
The  road  passes  over  rocky  ridpc.    Water  is 
obtained  from  wells.    The  encamping  ground  is 
in  the  desert.    Little  or  nothing  procurable. 


327 


Route  No.  240— -conta. 
Lingdk  to  B(utak—con\A. 


^             '          — *  -       -      g=^ 

DlffTUrOX,  XV  MZLSf . 

8ta(t  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

2.  BlXXAXDi* 

3.  AlCBBH                     ... 

4.  BASTAJC                     ... 

18 

15 

9 

30 
45 
54 

6  hour*. 
The  road  passes  over  rocky  ridges.     Water 
is  obtained   from  reservoirs  in   ground.     The 
encamping    ground    is    in  open  ground.     No 
supplies. 

6  hours. 
The  road  passes  over  ridges  and  some  open 
grounds.      Water  is  obtained  from  reservoir  and 
wells.    The  encamping  ground  is  in  the  open 
desert.    No  supplies. 

3  hours. 
The  road  passes  over  a  ridge  and  winds  round 
the  brow  of  a  chain  of  hills.    Water  is  obtained 
from  reservoirs  and  han&ts  from  springs.    The 
encamping  ground  is  in  desert.   Thence  to  Shiraz 
vid  Ishkanan. 

Authority. — Pblly  . 


Route  No.  241. 

LlNGAH  TO    SHfRlz. 


DiiTjjrcB,  ur  mx.H. 

Stagi  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description*  Ac 

1.  MUZUFA-RI 

2.  GlLLAHDHUB       ... 

3.  FoLAStfB 

4.  ALAjrfBDlBHT      ... 

5.  CrXh  Mulxh     ... 
«.  Of  iux 

28 
42 
28 
28 

28 
28 

28 

70 

98 

126 

154 
182 

•Water  from  reservoir.  Trees,  dates.  Road  good. 

For  two  farsahhs  (7  miles)  no  water.    Best  of 
the  road,  water  from  wells.    Trees,  dates.    Two 
farsahhs  mountains ;  rest  good. 

Water  from  reservoirs  and  wells.    No  trees. 
Road  good. 

No  water  last  %  farsahhs.    Water  from  wells. 
Trees,  date.    Road  good. 

i 


328 

Route  No.  241 — contd. 
Lingdk  (o  SAirdz—contA. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAlTCI,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac. 


7.  KfB,  Kubzin        ... 


8.  SlMEH  KtJN 


9.  MaimIn 


10.  ZanjilXn 


11.   KaWAB 


12.  Shir  z 


••• 

28 

210 

••• 

35 

245 

•  •« 

17 

262 

•  •• 

21 

283 

•  •• 

21 

301 

•  •• 

35 

339 

Water  from  a  stream  known  as  the  Pal  Arus. 
No  trees.    Road  good. 

Water  from  a  stream  for  3  fartalh*  ;  other 
5  farsalchs  from  reservoirs.  Trees,  dates,  and 
oranges.    Road  good. 

Water  from  a  stream  over  which  there  is  a 
bridge.    Orange  trees.     Road  good. 

No  water.  Almonds,  pomegranates,  apple*. 
&c.    Road  good. 

Half  the  way  water  from  a  stream,  the  other 
half  from  wells.  3Iulberries  and  walnuts.  One 
kotal. 

Water  from  wells.     Oranges,  Ac.     One  kotal. 


lutfabAd. 

Lat.  37°  33'  (T ;  Long.  59°  16'  0*. 

An  important  village  in  the   Atak   between  Baba-Durmaz  and  Rakhka  in 
Persian  territory.     Supplies  and  water  are  fairly  abundant. 


Route  No.  242. 

IiUTFABAD  TO    MaEV. 


Auth  or  \iy .— Stew  akt. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


••• 


1.  Chash  Thpb 

2.  Kbbax 


3.  Chavoac,  or   Or- 

BAH  TAJAHD. 


4  Yol  AlBTf 


••• 


DUTAjrCl,  IV  XILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


20 

... 

21 

41 

22 

63 

22 

85 

No  water,  only  a  resting  place. 

No  water,  only  a  resting  place. 

Water  plentiful,  a  large  hole  filled  with  water 
from  a  branoh  of  the  Tajand  river.  The*  » 
cultivation  about  here ;  the  inhabitant*  begin 
Marv-Tekke. 

No  water ;  merely  a  retting-plaoe. 
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ftovra  No.  242 — contd. 
Lutfdb&d  to  Marti — contd. 


DlBTAJTC*,  IV  MILIS. 

BUsct  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate, 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 

6.  Kftm  Yap           ... 

fl.    BlBKUZ  ClIAH      ... 

7    Kara  Yabmah    ... 
tf.  K4LA      Kacsh^d 

KHAN. 

21 

21 

•     21 

22 

106 
127 
148 

170 

No  water,  merely  a  resting  place. 

A  well. 

A  grazing  ground  used  by  the  Tekkes.      Water 
from  a  canal  from  the  Murghab. 

Another  route  between  the  same  places  is  as  follows  :— 


1.  Adah  a  Awajs 


2.  Mahm6r 

3.  BiHcrz  Chah     ... 

4.  Kaha-i-ab 

o.  Kai.a        KaubhId 
Khan. 


40 


37 
42 
22 
24 


77 
119 
141 
165 


Water  from  a   branch  of    the  Tajand  river, 

fenerally  dry,  but  water  can  always  be  obtained 
y  digging." 

Water  from  Tajand  and  from  a  fine  well. 

A  well. 

Water  from  a  canal  from  the  Murghab. 


MANGASHT. 

Lat.  31°  27'  0" ;  Long.  50°  Iff  CT. 

A  fort  in  the  Bakhtiari  mountains,  78  miles,  on  a  road  from  Kum-i-Shah  to 
Slmstar.  It  stands  on  an  isolated  mass  of  rock,  is  difficult  of  access,  and 
was  of  great  celebrity  during  the  Persian  wars.  The  open  ground  on  the 
summit  of  the  rock  is  about  half  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  contains  2 
perennial  springs. 


Route  No.  243. 

MANGASHT  TO   SfltfSTAR. 

Authority. — Rawlinson  ;  dr  Bode. 


Btafe  or  baiting  place. 


OxarurcB,  nr  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac, 


1.  MajtoajSHT         ' ,  ...  The  t-errain  round  tbi«  fort  is  exceedingly  steep 

and  it  is  ncarp^d  all  round  to  the  depth  of  150\ 
the   means  or  acoess  Wing  along  a    narrow  and 

rocky  shoulder,  wher<*  the  scarp  lowers  to  50';  here  it  may  be  climbed  with  some  difficulty. 


4a 


830 


Route  No.  24§—contd. 
Mangasht  to  Skustar—contA, 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DmurcB,  nr  milm. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  4e. 


2.  TauiIh 


••* 


32 


32 


Road  goes  for  20  miles  over  a  very  hilly  and 
uneven  country,  and  then  enters  the  plain  of 
Bagh-i-Malik  (whence  is  the  direct  road  to  Isfa- 
han).   It  then  comes  to  the  Ab-i-Zard,  and  goes 

for  half  a  mile  along  its  hank,  and  is  here  extremely  difficult  and   impracticable  for  artillery. 

Last  12  miles  over  a  broken  country. 


3.  KHAB-I-SHtixfa- 
ZlB. 

4.  SHAKAHiB 

6.  Sh6kash 
6.  PichistXn 


7.  SHtBTAB 


24 

66 

•  •• 

12 

68 

•  •• 

12 

80 

•  •• 

10 

90 

•  .  . 

11 

101 

N.W.  Road  skirts  a  range  of  Terr  rugged 
and  steep  hills,  Ktih-Asinari. 

N.    Road  passes  S.  of  Ktih-Asmari. 

N.W.  Road  lays  along  a  valley  between  sand- 
hills ;  it  crosses  a  brackish  stream  at  Shoraah. 

N.W.  Road  runs  along  a  broad  belt  of  low 
hills  of  sandstone  and  gypsum.  The  Ab~i- 
Jargar  is  crossed  by  a  bridge. 

N.W. 


De  Bode  gives  a  shorter  route,  as  follows  :— 


1.  Kala-i-Ttjl 


24 


2.  ShakabXb 


40 


24 


64 


The  road  lies  along  the  skirts  of  the  Maneasht 
range.  At  16  miles  pass  village  of  Abu-1- 
Abbas. 


The  road  is  exceedingly  difficult.  The  descent 
from  the  range  is  so  precipitous  that  it  U  imp««- 
sible  to  ride  along  it.  Below  the  road  follow  *  a 
rocky  valley  along  the  N.  face  of  the  Kuh- 
AsmAri,  at  the  N.  E.  point  of  which  it  enters  the  beautiful  plain  of  Gtilgir.  It  then 
crosses  a  range  of  sandhills  and  descends  to  Shakar&b.  From  thence  to  Shfatar,  vtde  alter- 
native route.  This  path  saves  8  miles  in  distance  between  Shuatar  and  Mangasht,  but  it  is  not 
more  expeditious,  and  is  rarely  travelled  except  by  the  Eakhtttrfs. 


marAghA. 

Lat  37°  20*  (f;  Long.  46°  25'  GT'. 

A  town  in  Azarbij&n,  68  miles  from  Tabriz,  57  miles  from  Sihna. 
It  is  well  built,  has  a  spacious  bazaar,  and  is  encompassed  with  a  hiirh 
wall.  The  situation  is  pleasant  in  a  long  narrow  valley,  running  nearly 
N.  and  S.  at  the  extremity  of  a  well  cultivated  plain,  opening  to 
the  Lake  Urmia,  from  which  Maragha  is  distant  about  9  or  10  miles.  The 
gardens  and  plantations  are  watered  by  canals  drawn  from  a  6mall  river, 
over  which  there  are  two  admirable  bridges  of  six  elliptical  arches  oai*h, 
built  about  lb09.  The  town  has  about  15,000  inhabitants:  It  is  every  - 
where  commanded  by  the  hills  which  surround  it,  and,  when  sei*n  from 
tluir  summits,  exhibits  a  monotonous  succession  of  mud  houses,  without 
possessing  one  building  cf  note. 


Authority. — Moai  eu. 
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Route  No.  244. 

M&RAGHA  TO  MllNA. 


Stag*  or  halting  pUot. 


1.    MUBDI 

2.  BilkabId 


3.  GhiqIn 


4.  SaxXskavd 


5.  KhXt<jn1b1d 


6.  Bk-Bolaoh 

7.  Miiii a 


DiOTuroB,  in  himn. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUl. 


8 


••• 


16 


••• 


••• 


•»• 


0 


0 


••• 


••• 


Description,  Ac. 


There  is  a  river  here. 

The  road  passes  a  country  of  slight  ascents  and 
descents  with  a  tendency  to  tableland  like  the 
hills  about  Maragha.    It  is  very  fertile. 

The  road  is  over  a  naked  and  uninteresting 
country*  covered  with  tents  of  Shekakfs.  Here 
is  the  Karangu  river. 

The  road  crosses  a  great  number  of  streams. 

At  3  miles  pass  Qultapeh.  The  road  then 
strikes  into  a  succession  of  hills  till  a  valley  is 
reached,  which  flows  into  the  Miana  river.  The 
country  passed  is  exceedingly  fertile. 

At  4  miles  pass  Gulijeh.  The  road  goes 
through  an  exceedingly  fertile  country. 

The  road  goes  over  a  billy  country. 

The  road  descends. 


MASHHAD. 

Lat.  36°  ir  40";  Long.  52°  35'  2P;  Elev.  2,313'. 

The  capital  of  Khurasan,  situated  near  the  E.  frontier  of  that  province 
in  a  plain,  472  miles  £.  of  Tihran,.  201  miles  N.  W.  of  Herat. 
Mashhad  has  no  buildings  of  any  note,  except  the  celebrated  shrine  of 
Imam  Reza.  The  city  is  surrounded  by  a  mud  rampart,  kept  in  a 
very  fair  state,  and  which  is  4'  thick  at  top  and  about  9'  at  bottom. 
The  whole  is  topped  with  a  parapet  a  foot  thick,  but  so  carelessly  made 
that  the  loopholes  are  often  6'  high  above  the  top  of  the  rampart. 
Outside  is  a  small  ditch  at  the  foot  of  the  wall,  about  8'  broad,  with  a 
low  parapet  on  the  crest  of  its  counterscarp,  and  beyond  this  again  is  a  ditch 
30'  broad  by  10'  deep.  All  beyond  the  outer  face  of  the  wall,  however, 
is  in  a  thorough  state  of  disrepair,  and  there  are  very  few  places  that 
are  not  practicable  for  infantry,  even  without  ladders.  The  outline  plan  of 
the  city  is  quite  irregular,  and  the  trace  is  in  many  parts  excessively  weak. 
It,  however,  more  nearly  approaches  an  oblong  than  any  other  form,  and 
the  longer  sides  face  the  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  The  whole  exterior  circuit  <>f 
the  city  is  10,539  yards,  or  about  6  miles,  and  the  greatest  length  is  £,780 
yards;  while  the  greatest  breadth  is  about  2,000 yards.     Mashhad   has   t> 

•  gates.  The  plan  of  all  these  is  the  same,  viz.,  on  either  side  of  the  gate 
which  is  of  wood,  studded  with  iron,  2  towers,  30'  high,  looph.<led  and 
connected  over  the  gate  by  a  parapet.   Round  the  walls  are  towers  at  intervals 
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of  100  yards,  with  conical  roofs  of  12"  above  the  wall,  30'  in  all  from 
the  ground.  The  chief  feature  of  Mashhad  is  the  street  called  the  Klii- 
aban,  which  is  perfectly  straight,  2,700  yards  long,  was  originally  SO' 
broad,  but  now  diminished,  which  leads  right  through  the  city  except  wber^ 
the  shrine  intervenes  [McGregor'*  Khureudn).  Commercially,  Mash  had  i*» 
the  great  centre  of  trade  between  India,  Persia,  and  Bokhara.  Provisions  are 
cheap,  though  the  surrounding  plain  does  not  produce  sufficient  for  local 
requirements. 


Route  No.  244a. 

Mashhad  to  Chikisliar. 

Authority. — "Pioneer,"  4th  June  1885. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Mr.  Condie  Stephen,  when  suddenly  sum  mo  nod 
home  from  Mashhad  to  carry  despatches,  traversed  the  route  from  Mashhad 
to  Chikisliar  on  the  Caspian  in  about  7  days. 

He  left  Mashhad  on  23rd  April  for  Shah-Rud,  S.  E.  of  A>trabad,  on  the 
high  road  between  Mashhad  and  Tihran.  He  travelled  to  Astrabad  by  tin.* 
Persian  post,  that  is,  relays  of  horses  at  different  stages. 

Distance  -about  300 miles.  Reached  Sh&h-Rud  on  27th  April  in  4-dav>. 
Shah-Rud  to  Astrabad,  140  miles,  2  days.  He  continued  the  journey  by 
steamer  from  Chikisliar  to  Baku. 


Route  No.  245. 

Mashhad  to  BokhXra. 


Authority . — Wolff. 


Disiavci,  or  xtLia. 

SUge  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description.  Ac. 

KilUGOSHA                  ... 

Nazabia 

Jbshaab  Gum  bas   . . . 

Bab£t  Mahal         ... 

Mttzda&Xn              ... 

12 
4 

••• 
60 

12 
16 

•§• 
••• 

Dr.   Wolff  left  Mashhad  on   the  25th   March 
1844,  but  was  delayed  souie  days  at   Kantgosha 
and  at  Naz&rieh,  4  uiilcs  from  Kinigoska. 

It  was  only  on  the  31st  March  tfiat   he   fairly 
entered  the  desert,  and  encamped   on  the   pUin 
covered    with    shrubs,  called   Jeshaar  Gum  box. 
On  the  1st  April  he  reached— 

♦ 

Rabit  Mahal,  a  desert  place.    He  next  men* 
tions — 

Muzdar&n,  60  miles  from  Mashhad,  a  fortaece 
built  upon  the  top  of  a  mountain,  in  order  to 
watoh  the  movements  of  the  Turkomans  of  Sar- 

akhs,  and  to  prevent  them  froui  plundering  the  caravans.    50  artillery  and  some  cavalry 
were  stationed  there  for  that  purpose. 


KIb£g6sh 


...I 


On  the  3rd  of  April  he  arrived  at  Kar&gdriu  or 
"  black  strait,"  for  the  water  is  black  there 
between  two  straits,  and  very  salt. 
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Route  No.  W5 — contd. 
Mashkad  to  Bokhara— -contd. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Dictaxcv,  nr  im.is. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUl. 


Deoeription,  Ac. 


Ab-i-Shae6k 


GfMBAZI 


H  tLTING-PLACB  IN 

THR  DK8EBT     DaBIA 

Sarakhs. 
Camp  op  Nkfas  Bbg 


12 


«•* 


24 


I*. 


in  the  desert  and  the  road  was  once  lost. 


Hacz-i-Khan 


Mart 


Camp  in  Desert     ... 


Kalja 


24 


60 


12 


••• 


On  the  4th  April  he  passed  the  desert  place 
of  Ab-i-Shartik,  on  the  road  to  Gambazi,  20  miles 
from  Sarakhs.  Here  he  had  only  rain  water 
to  drink. 

On  the  5th  April  he  reached  Gumbazi,  12  miles 
from  Ab-i-Shariik.  This  was  nothing  but  a  well 
in  the  desert  with  very  salt  water. 

On  the  6th  April  he  halted  at  a  place  in  the 
de«ert,  after  which  he  crossed  the  Daria  Sarakhs 
(River  of  Sarakhs)  "  which  flows  from  Herat." 

On  the  7th  April  he  arrived  at  the  camp  of 
Nefas  Beg,  24  miles  from  old  Sarakhs,  a  ruin 
since  Abbas  Mirza  passed  through  the  place. 
On  the  8th  and  9th  April  marches  were  made 

On  the  10th  April  the  party  reached  Hauz-i* 
Khan,  24  miles  (60  miles  from  Marv). 

On  the  12th  April  he  arrived  at  Marv.  Jour* 
ney  performed  in  about  13  days. 

On  the  14th  April  Dr.  Wolff  left  Marv  and 
made  a  march  of  12    miles  into  the    desert. 


On  the  16th  April  he  reached  Kalja,  between 
Marv  and   Charjui.    An  immense  quantity   of 
snow  fell  at  this  place,  "  a  remarkable  occur- 
rence in  the  month  of  April  in   these  regions." 

From  Kalja  he  reached  Rafitak,  after  being  3 
days  without  water.  There  were  four  wells  at 
Rafitak,  two  with  bitter  water  and  two  with 
sweet,  about  40  feet  deep.  The  Turkomans 
fitted  them  up  with  sands  and  stone. 


Rafitak 


••* 


CnlMJVi  •••  From    this  place    he    reached  Charjui,    the 

first  place  in  the  Amir  of  Bokhara's  domi- 
nions.    It  was  then  a  place  of  considerable  import* 

ance»  with  about  2,000  inhabitants.     The  population  14  years  previously  had  numbered 

20,000.    He  found  a  fortress  or  oastle  there. 


The  next  places  he  mentions  are— 


Kara  Kot 

Suahb-Islam 

Bokhara 


•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

... 

•  •• 

•  •1 

•  •* 

... 

... 

Kara  Kol,  and 
Shahr-Islam,  8  miles  from 


Bokhara,  which  he  reached  on  the  27th  April. 
(Dr.  Wolff  performed  the  journey  from  Marv  to 
Bokhara  in  about  13  days,  or  28  days  from 
Mashhad.) 
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Route  No.  246. 

Mashhad  TO  BujNtJRD,  vid  KucHiN. 


Authority. — Napier. 


8Uft  or  halting  place. 


DUTUTCI,  XV  MtLM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  Ac 


1.  KXsimXbXd 

3.  ChikX&In 

4.  SaidIbXd 


»•• 


12 

••• 

14 

26 

12 

38 

16} 

54} 

• 

See  ronte  M  Mashbad  to  Daraghaz  by  Radkan.w 
Route  No.  247. 


Road  N.W.  across  cultivated  land  and  pat* 
tares,  keeping  about  centre  of  valley ;  at  that 
point  18  to  20  miles  wide,  level  and  flood 
throughout.  To  the  right  of  Saidabad  auoat 
6  miles  is  Radkan ;  to  the  left,  10  miles  in  deep  recess  in  the  mountains,  Akhlumad,  Urge 
picturesque  village  of  100  houses,  near  which  lead  mine  is  worked.  Saidabad,  village  of  H) 
bouses,  without  gardens,  standing  on  fine  expanse  of  pasture,  at  bead  of  marsh  draioing 
into  Kashaf  Rod. 


6.  JLfirAbLd 


27i  82} 


Leaving  Saidabad,  still  keeping  N.W., 
road  passes  across  open  pastures  for  2  or  3  mil**. 
At  4  miles  ruined  Rubat  Bairam  Shah  is  reached ; 
'*  kan&t "  of  brackish  water  flows  across  road,  and 
pastures  are  replaced  by  barren  wastes;  covered  with  saline  efflorescence,  and  growing  nothing 
but  salsola  and  thistles  ;  road  level  and  good  ;  at  7  miles  on  left  hand  side  small  brick  rub<H 
built  over  well.  Hauz  Pas-i-Tappa,  Chandar  Karbal,  first  stage  on  route  to  Jouvaio,  5 
miles  left ;  at  15  miles  across  barren  plain  ;  half  mile  from  road,  ruins  of  old  fort,  a  con- 
spicuous landmark ;  villages  lie  at  foot  of  hills  on  either  side,  8  to  10  miles  distant ;  road 
from  Radkan  comes  in  right  rear ;  at  17)  miles  farther  road  strikes  off  left  to  Khamsabad, 
and  other  villages  on  road  to  Sultan  Maidnn  ;  at  17}  miles  farther  path  leads  off  right  to 
Dautli  on  Daraghaz  Road  ;  at  20  miles  pass  the  village  of  Shurcha,  1  iniltj  right ;  valley 
cultivated  and  undulating  easily.  At  22)  miles  path  strikes  off  right;  at  27 J  mil*** 
arrive  at  Jafirabad,  situated  on  high  open  ground,  about  centre  of  valley.  Village,  4> 
bouses  ;  supplies  plentiful ;  water  slightly  brackish ;  road  good  throughout ;  no  village  near 
road  between  Jafirabad  and  Saidabad. 


6.  Kuchajt 


16 


98} 


Strike  into  main  road  quarter  mile  from  village 
and  follow  it  N.  W.  Plain  broken  by  1«>* 
undulating  hills,  bends  W.N.W.,  and  drain* 
in  that  direction;  high  undulations  from  the 
Kuh-i-Khushgbi,  Kia  ;  crossing  the  valley  join  the  northern  range,  and  form  the  water- 
shed line  of  the  Attrak  and  Tajand;  country  cultivated  extensively  without  irrigation.  At 
9  miles  pass  large  village  Sarkh&n  of  80  to  100  houses,  half  mile  right ;  small  hamlets  at 
base  of  both  ranges  of  hills  and  plain,  dotted  with  nomad  oimps.  At  16  miles  reach  town 
of  Kuchan,  lying  due  N.  W.  of  Jafirabad,  at  foot  of  northern  range.  Supplies  goal 
and  water  plentiful. 


7.  FaizIbId 


8.  SfliBwi* 


•  •• 

18  = 
4)  fur. 

116} 

•  •• 

12  = 

3  fur. 

129* 

Over  level  cultivated  plain.  Jafirabad,  8  mil**; 
Pariz,  50  (?)  houses,  14  miles ;  Faizab&d,  large 
village,  60  houses ;  supplies  plentiful. 

Over  level  plain,  well  irrigated  and  cultivated ; 
road  level  and  good.  Shlrwan,  walled  town  of 
1,000  houses  or  6,000  souls.  Supplies  and  water 
plentiful. 
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Route  No.  246— contd. 
Manhhad  to  Bujnird,  vid  Knchdn—coxitA. 


Staff  or  halting  place 


9.  ChinIbXh 


DtMAVCS,  XV  MXLBB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description,  Ac. 


22 


151J 


Leave  Shfrwan  by  S.  W.  gate,  and  turn* 
W.  up  valley,  passing  through  well  irrigated 
and  cultivated  plain ;  at  half  mile,  road  down 
valley  of  Garmakhan  strikes  off  right,  bearing 
N.W.  to  narrow  pass  closed  by  fort  of  Rizabad,  distant  8  to  10  miles  (an  alternate  road 
to  Bujnurd).  Large  village  of  Zi&rat,  2  miles,  N.  side  of  valley,  shrine  and  Imamzddd ; 
at  2  miles  eross  stream  of  Kuchan  (Atrak)  flowing  in  deep  bed  with  steep  gravelly  banks, 
passable  at  all  times,  both  banks  about  equal  heights  and  approaches  level.  At  2  miles  pass 
Kara  Kazan  spring,  by  local  repute  highest  source  of  Atrak,  flowing  even  in  seasons  of 
Everest  drought.  Thence  road  approaches  hill -skirts.  Pass  at  3  miles  village  Husainabad 
of  100  houses  ;  at  5  miles  road  passes  through  low,  rocky  hills  known  as  the  Panj  Bar&daran, 
and  ascends  by  easy  undulations  over  open  plateau  to  foot  of  pass,  9  miles.  At  9 J  miles  rise 
450  feet,  reach  crest  of  pass  and  enter  plateau  of  Hazar  Jarib,  10  miles  by  26  miles, 
draining  N.  into  Garmakhan.  Left  2  miles,  village  and  gardens  of  Zubaran  150  houses; 
d«*c*nd  200  feet  to  stream  draining  plateau  village  Abdul  lahabad,  1  mile  right  on  bank 
stream ;  cross  stream  and  enter  glen,  enclosed  by  low  undulations ;  at  12  miles  road  comes  in 
from  left  rear  from  Zubaran.  Guns  from  Kuchan  take  this  road,  leaving  main  road  to 
Sliirwan  at  Parfz,  16  miles  from  that  place.  Follow  glen  W.,  and  at  16  miles  emerge  on 
open  plateau  and  bear  N.  W.  At  18  miles  easy  descent  into  glen  of  stream  known  as 
Oarinakhan-i-Chinat-an  ;  road  fairly  good ;  low  hills  commanding  pass  on  either  hand  easily 
aovsiible.  At  22  miles  reach  gardens  of  China  ran,  extending  for  quarter  mile  up  glen  ; 
village  inhabited  by  Shahdilu  Kurds,  100  houses ;  supplies  ample. 


10.  Bcjx6rd 


14 


165J 


At  half  mile  from  village  strike  into  main  road 
down  glen,  narrow  and  cultivated,  commanded 
by  low  undulations.  Bearing  N.W.  at  3  miles 
pass  Takhai,  half  mile  up  glen,  left;  at  4J 
mite*,  Oeukkamar,  hamlet  at  foot  of  rocky  hills;  at  b\  miles  stream  disappears  in  narrow 
g<>rp»  to  north,  road  turns  out  of  glen  up  low  pass  over  downs  of  chalk  and  marls,  known  as 
Ak  K<Stal;  at  6  miles  reach  foot  of  pass.  Thence  over  low  undulations,  bearing  on  Bujnurd 
X.X.YY. ;  at  9J  miles  descend  into  plain  of  Bujnurd  ;  thence  to  town,  2  miles  over  pastures  ; 
and  '1\  over  well  cultivated  plain.  Town  surrounded  by  old  wall  and  ditch,  has  population 
of  about  5,000.    Good  bazaars ;  supplies  cheap. 


Route  No.  247. 

Mashhad  to  Daraghaz,  vid  Radkjn  and  ChapishUj. 
Authority. — Napier. 


Stags  or  halting  place. 


DlBtAJTCZ, 

arxiLBS. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 


1.  KisimIbXd 


12 


•  M 


Leave  Mashhad  by  the    Bala    Khiaban  gate 
and  follow  the  main   road  up  the  valley,  N.W. 
At  5  miles  pass    ruined    ntb&t    and    fort  of 
Bahr&bad.      At    12    miles  walled    village    of 
KasimAhad,  15  houses.    Supplies  plentiful.    Road  level  and  good. 


838 


Route  No.  247 — contth 
Mashhad  to  Daraghaz,  rid  Radkdn  and  CAapi*Alu-*-contA. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dutaitcb,  iir  milks. 


Intense* 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  4e. 


2.  Gt^NXBAD 


14 


26 


N.  W.,   following    main    road.     At  7  mil'*, 
Kala  Askania,  right;  at  9  miles,   Kala  Ishanka- 
lah,  left ;   Kala  Sada  Khan  right.     At  11  milt *. 
Kala  Vakil  Khan,  right.    At  12}  mile**,  country 
the  Kashaf  Rud  ;  roadway  remains   good  and  passable  for 
wheels.     Road  heavy  in  parts  from  recent  rain,  hut  good  all  along.     Uunabad,  large   riling** 
of  100  houses.     Supplies  ample. 


cut  up  by  ravines,  draining  into 


3.  ChinXeIn 


12 


38 


N.  W.,  through  gardens  for  1  mile.  At  2 
miles,  Kala  IbrkMnmbad,  right.  At  3}  milt*. 
Kala  Sulogird,  half  mile  left ;  4J  miles,  KaU 
Nan  Buhur,  right ;  7  miles,  village  and  garden*, 
Shafiabad  ;  8  miles,  HujiAbad.  At  9J  miles  cross  small  stream  flowing  K.  to  Dastxinl. 
At  101  miles  cross  dry  bed  of  stream  from  the  hills  S.  High  steep  banks  with  rump 
passable  for  wheels.  Road  sound  and  firm  the  whole  way,  and  for  the  most  pail  gravel  and 
ban  lea  r.  Country  level  and  unbroken.  China  ran,  large  walled  village,  400  houst-s. 
Zaffaranlu  Kurds. 

4.  RadkXn  .  .         14  52  N.W.    across  cultivated    plain    for    1    mile. 

Direct    road    to    Kuchan,    branches    off    left. 

Plain  uncultivated  and   undulating  toJaular. 

At  8  miles  after  clearing  the  following  village 
of  Chin  Aran  (Jan  kar,  2}  miles;  Kalat-i-Amjan.  2.V  miles;  Kalat-i-Ar&b,  3  J  nun**;  lhh 
tSunundar,  ruined  village,  5}  miles  ;  l)ih  Mazanli,  Dih  Sar-i-zah,  Gul-i-Khatun,  7  miles;  Dih 
Mati,  8  miles),  the  road  passes  over  wide  level  pasture  land.  A  marshy  stream  from  the  head 
of  the  valley  is  passed  by  a  good  ford.  At  11J  miles  the  Mil-i-Radkau,  a  fine  mason ty 
tower,  95  feet  high,  with  Cufic  inscription,  is  passed.  Radkan  is  a  large  village  of  l.UJI 
houses  of  Ki wan lti  Kurds,  defended  by  double  mud  walls,  towers,  and  ditch. 


5.  Kala  Yus6f  Khajv. 


25 


160  houses  of  Kiwanlu  Kurds. 


6.   TAVfL 


13J 


77  N.  oyer   level  pasture  land    for    some  finite*. 

Thence,  passing  tne  villages  Dih-i-Zadi*,  Ab*bor 
2  miles  farther,  Dautli  4  miles   farther,  who:** 
2  miles  to  Kala  Yusdf  Khan,  a  large  villagv  of 
Supplies,  &c,  ample. 

90} 


Follow  stream,  tributary  of  the  Atrak  (here  In 
or  12  feet  by  2,  but  said  to   be  not  perennial) 
E.N.E.  to  the   village    of    Uadkhur,  5   tail***, 
situated  at  the   head    of    the  valley,   and    at 
entrance  of  a  defile. 

At  6  miles  enter  defile,  narrow,  and  completely  commanded  by  low  rocky  hills,  and  follow 
windings  of  stream,  keeping  a  north-easterly  direction.  At  8J  miles  pass  hamlet  of  Fanan. 
12  houses.  At  10}  miles  defile  opens  out  to  half  a  mile,  with  a  long  stretch  of  cultivation, 
in  centre  of  which  stands  villnge  of  Tavari.  Two  small  streams  flow  in  on  left,  and  main 
valley  divides  £.  and  N.  From  the  W.  flows  a  small  stream,  draining  the  Daulatkhana 
plateau.  Road  passing  over  low  spur  behind  Tavari,  follows  E.  branch  of  valley  dne  K 
to  Taril  (131  miles),  a  small  Kurd  hamlet  of  10  familes.  Supplies  procurable.  From 
Badkhur  to  Fanau  and  Tavari,  4  miles,  the  defile  is  narrow,  and  traversed  by  a  winding 
stream,  with  2'  or  3'  of  water,  and  a  muddy  bottom  for  the  most  part ;  guns  might 
with  a  littk  labour.    Thence,  to  Tavfl,  -the  road  is  open  and  good. 


7.  CHAPI8HLti 


»•• 


21 


111} 


Leave  valley,  N.  £.  up  lateral  glen;  rcsul 
steep  and  rugged,  and  impassable  for  guna. 
Camels  are  said  to  go,  aud  guns  have  foen 
taken  round  a  long  dStour  up  the  valley  to  a  point  where  the  hill  is  leas  rocky,  thongH 
steeper  (Maidan  Khana  Pass,  900  feet),  three  or  four  light  guns  were  dragged*  by  hand. 


837 


Route  No.  2±7 — eoneld. 
Waafthad  to  Daraghdz,  via  Badkdn  and  Ch  a  pish  lit. — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DUTAVOB,  TV  MILS9. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


A*c°ndingglen  for  2  miles,  reach  plateau  of  Maidan  Khana.    Thence  across  easy  undulations 
E.N.E.,   and  at  3  miles   descend  N.E.  into  narrow  defile,   following    small    stream.     At 
6  mile*  pas*  through  gap  in  main  chain,  known  as   Darband-i-Kibkan,  and  enter   the  open 
valley  of  Km  pal.     I  hence,  on  an  easterly  bearing,  pass  at  7  miles  village  of  Darband,  the  first 
in    baraghaz.     At  8  miles  pa>s  fort  of  Kupal,  with  hamlet;  cross  stream  and  follow  it  to  \)\ 
miles ;  a  total  descent   from    Maidan   Khana  of   1,400'.     Leave  valley  winding  E.S.E.  to 
K.  toward*  A  hi  van]  and  the  Atak,  and  turn  N.  up  a  narrow  glen,  in  a  high  spur  of  the  main 
nmge,  running  out  to   the   S.E.     At    12  miles  reach  summit  of  pass,  Allah-u-Akbar,    a 
slight   depression    in   the    sjwr.     Ascent    1,000'.      Thence   descent   2,<X)t  '  to  the  village 
of  Agdash,  15  miles  over  pin  in  sloping  easily  to  the  N.E.  reach  Chapishlii.     Total   descent 
from  summit  of  pass   (about)   3,000'.     The  descent  of  the    Maidan    Khana    Pass   is  steep 
aud  i in practi cable  for  guns,  but  the  hill  slopes  are  soft  and  a  road  might  easily  be  cut.     The 
ascent    of     i.ootr*    to    the    crest    of    Allab-u-Akbar  is  impracticable,  the  bill-side  being 
formed  of  bare  limestone  rock,  and  seamed  with   deep   precipitous  gulleys.     The  descent   of 
flJ'OO'  is  good,   the  road   having  apparently   been    made,   and  guns   might  with  care   be 
driven  down.     The   vallev   following  the  Kibkan  stream   to  Abivard   also   appears  quite 
impracticable  for  guns,  and  is  shut  in  by  precipitous  spurs  on  both  sides.     Krom  the  village 
of  Darband  an  alternative  road  goes  back  over  the  shoulder  of  Kiih-i-lmarat,  a  mountain 
to  the  E.  passing  to  .the  E.    of  Tavil,  reaches    Radkan,   in    tue   valley.     It  is  shorter,  but 
avoided  by  caravans  on  account  of  the  steep  and  bad  ascent  of  the  Dumji  Pass. 


8.  Mrn*M4PAB(n 
And  the  Atak 


8  ...        To  Muhamadaba'l,  the  chief  town   or  village 

8  ...     of  the  Darughaz  JStnte,  is  a  distance  of  8  miles 

— over  a  level  pia=n,  and  through  a  narrow  p.iss  in 

l(i  127 J j  a  low  spur  running  out   into  the    plain  from  the 

mountains  on  the  E.  Thence  to  Khairabad  and  the  villages  in  the  Atak  is  8  miles,  a  low 
ra-ige  of  hills  form-d  of  soft  clays  and  marls,  be  ng  crossed  by  a  good  road.  l>y  a  short  de- 
tour to  the  we-t  the  Atak  may  be  g.iined  without  crossing  the  e'»cl  ,s'Og  bills  through  a  defih* 
bv  whien  the  Daraghaz  stream  tin«ls  its  wav  to  theAt:k  The  uelile  is  narrow  and  mignt 
be  easily  defended,  and  the  low,  enclosing  range,  though  everywhere  passable  for  hnrseiiici., 
ha-* a  steep  slope  to  the  S.,  and  a  broad  crest  alVonling  good  position.  Imoiu  the  haraghaz 
there  is  a  road  aeross  the  hills  to  the  E.,  to  Kalat-i-Nadiri,  travelled  by  C<  don  el  Baker  and 
Lieutenant  Gill,  U.K.,  in  1N73.  Muhanuv'ab.'id  is  defended  by  a  strong  outer  wall  in  a  good 
rampart,  with  a  deep  and  wide  ditch.  There  is  an  inner  line  of  wall  with  towers.  The  rani- 
>art  %w\  ditch  are  as  usual  deficient  in  flanking  defences,  but  the  place  is  stronger  than  tie 
«»rts  of  the  country  usually  are. 


I 


Route  No.  248. 

Mashhad  to  Dauagiiiz,  cid  Radkax  and  Dautli. 
Anlinrity. — Stfavart. 


DhIKI,  IX  MILKS. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


].  Kasixabad 

2.   SHA.NOrLLAH 


Interme- 
diate. 

12 

9 

Description,  Ac. 


Leave  Mashhad  bv  the  Ki:ohan  road. 


44 
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Route  No.  248 — eontd. 
Mashhad  to  Daraghaz,  vid  Radian  and  Dautli — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  placa. 


DzaiASOB,  zv  xiLxa. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  4c. 


3.  Badkax 


27 


48 


At  16  miles  pass  the  large  village  of  Chiniran ; 
here  leave  the  Kuchan  road,  croxs  a  swamp,  one  of 
thesourees  of  the  Ka»haf  Hud.  At  25  mile* 
pass  the  Radkin  tower.     Radkan,  a  town  of  4*"> 

inhabitants,  is  2  miles  beyond.    The  whole  country  so  far  is  fertile  aud  well  cultivated,  with 

numerous  fortified  villages. 

The  road  skirts  the  hills  the  whole  way,  ju«t 
keeping  in  the  plain.  The  inhabitants  of  Dantli 
are  Turks.  It  is  a  rich  village  with  about  4iW 
inhabitants. 


4.  Dautli 


6.  Dabbandi(P) 


22 


19 


70 


89 


At  (?)  miles  pass  the  village  of  Badkbur  and  at 
10}  Towarik.  Between  these  two  the  road  ikirt* 
the  Atrak  river  and  crosses  it  at  Towarik  by  a 
bridge.  Then  climb  a  high  hill  by  a  very  bail 
road  impracticable  for  any  but  mountain  guns.  Then  cross  the  plateau  of  Maidan  Kum,  the 
watershed  of  these  mountains,  and,  bad  though  it  be,  the  easiest  pass  to  Daraghaz. 
The  road  then  descends  abruptly  to  Darbandi.     In  winter  this  route  is  closed  for  some  week*. 


6.  MUHAXADABAD 


20 


109 


Daraghaz  (11}  miles),  which  is  fertile,  wel 


After  4  miles  the  ascent  of  the  AlUh-u-Akbar 
Pass  is  commenced.  This  is  very  steep  and  bad, 
and  last*  3}  miles.  From  the  crat  (4,2(KH  there 
is  a  good  winding  hill  road  to  the  plain  <»f 
-watered  and  fairly  populated.    Pass  Hakwanh 


at  16  miles ;  Chapashlti  celebrated  for  its  vineyards  lies  on  the  right. 


Route  No.  249. 

Mashhad  to  Herat,  vid  TIjrbat-i-Shaikh  J  ami. 
Authority. — Taylor;  Clerk  ;  Hardy. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSffATCB,  IV  XXLB8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  TUBUKH 


«« 


Road  capital ;  soil  alluvial.    Pass  out  of  the 
ldgah  "   gate,  and  at  2  miles  pass  a  reservoir ; 


at  3  miles  is  the  small  fortified  village  of 
i  Askeria,  with  a  reservoir  of  indifferent  water ; 
at  5  miles,  village  of  Turukh.  Dead  level  all  the  way.  Direction  to  Askeria  6.  by  B. 
Thence  8,  £.  This  place  is  a  little  off  the  road.  Water  good  from  watercourse.  Supplies 
scanty. 


2.  Sanobast 


remains  of  bridge  on  lett  over 


17}  22|  !    8.  E.,  6}  hours.     Koad  level  for  6  miles,  then 

'  nndulating.      Soil  alluvial   with    granite    and 
quartz.     Rejoin   the   high  road   in   half  a  mile, 
where  are  the  ruins  of  a  sarai  and  mosque  ;  pats 
dry  bed  of  stream  ;  at  1 J  miles  is  a  small  fnrt  with  blue  dome 


389 


Route  No.  249 — contd. 
Mathhad  to  Herat,  vid  Turbat-i-Shaikh  /imi— contd. 


Stop  »r  halting  plscs. 


Duourcs,  xv  mxiis. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  to. 


in  it  off  right.  At  2}  miles,  mod  ruins  off  left.  At  5J  miles  rained  well  on  right ;  here 
rocky  range  approaches  the  road.  At  6}  miles,  cross  low  ridge ;  high  precipitous  rocks  on 
right,  a  steep  conical  rock  off  left,  with  watch-tower.  At  8}  miles,  steep  descent  into  valley 
with  dry  bed  of  stream.  Presently  is  a  cistern  with  indifferent  water  on  right.  Hence  to 
13  mile*,  cross  four  valleys  with  dry  river-beds.  At  14  miles,  another  dry  bed  and  mined 
mill  off  left.  At  16}  miles  descend,  cross  a  brackish  stream  aud  marsh,  then  a  steep  ascent 
to  high  ground  on  which  is  fortified  village*  of  Sangbast.  A  large  brick  sarai  attached. 
Water  brackish  in  stream ;  good  in  kan&U.    Supplies  scarce. 


3.  FkttuLx  os  Fak- 
1d6n. 


19 


41} 


S.E.,  7  J  hours.  Road  level  at  extremities,  very 
undulating  in  the  middle;  soil  alluvial.  Go 
round  the  low  hills  on  left  with  mud  watch- 
tower,  and  descend  into  broad  dry  bed  of  river 
along-  which  the  road  runs  for  tome  distance,  turning  to  the  right  at  the  3rd  mile.  At  7 
milt*  rains  of  fort  and  village  in  plain  on  left.  At  8}  miles  enter  defile  among  low  hills, 
and  cross  a  ridge;  hence  to  12  miles,  several  deep  valleys  and  ravines.  At  11  miles,  defile 
between  rocky  bluffs  on  left,  descend  into  plains  with  several  towers  of  refuge.  Encamp 
S.E.  of  the  village.    Water  good  from  a  stream.    Supplies  procurable ;  large  flocks  of  sheep. 


4  Buedu 


••• 


24 


small  mud  fort  in  plain  off  left. 


651 


5.  MtfHAUlDABAJ) 


19 


bid  of  river ;  thence  ascent  to  high 


84} 


S.K.  10}  hours.  Road  undulating;  soil 
alluvial  and  sometimes  gravelly.  Pass  through 
ploughed  fields  much  cut  up  by  irrigation.  At 
6  miles,  deep  dry  bed  of  river.  At  7  miles,  a 
At  8  miles,  rockv  hill  on  right ;  presently  dry  bed  of  stream 
and  a  watch-tower  off  right  in  the  plain.  At  9  miles,  another  watch-tower  on  right.  At  9} 
miles  a  small  stream,  with  extensive  irrigation  on  left  At  10  miles,  village  of  Kalandar- 
abed.  On  emerging  from  garden  walls,'  cross  broad  dry  bed  of  river.  At  12  miles,  kandts 
and  very  rough  and  stony  dry  bed  of  river  60  yards  broad.  At  14  miles  is  a  road  to  Shahr-i- 
Nau  to  the  right  front.  At  15  miles  a  small  spring  amid  rushes  on  right  At  16  miles 
a  deep  ravine ;  a  little  farther  a  deep  valley  with  small  stream.  Hence  to  Rurda  a  succes- 
sion of  steep  ascents  and  descents.  Water  good  from  stream  running  round  W.  and  N.  of  vil- 
lage.   8npplies  scarce,  except  sheep. 

8}  hours.  Road  tolerable  and  undulating ;  soO 
alluvial,  but  stony  in  beds  of  rivers.  At  1}  mile 
is  a  ruined  fort  on  left.  At  3 J  miles,  steep 
descent  and  dry  bed  of  river.  At  7}  miles,  dry 
ground,  on  which  stands  the  village  of  Abdulabld,  amidst 
fields  and  gardens*  At  7}  miles,  fine  clear  stream  and  village.  At  16  miles,  pass  through 
extensive  ruins  of  Ling&r,  extending  for  miles.  At  18  miles,  high  domed  cistern  of  brick  on 
left,  cross  stream,  and  large  brick  ruin  of  Im&raz&da.  At  18}  miles,  modern  village  and  fort 
of  Linear.  Descend  into  green  hollow  on  banks  of  stony  river.  Muhamadabad  is  on  the 
high  bank  J  of  a  mile  off.  Game  in  any  quantity.  Water  good  and  abundant  Sup- 
plies searce. 

S.E.,  4}  hours.  Road  good ;  soil  alluvial. 
At  1  mile,  a  ruined  fort  on  right  (probably  the 
limit  of  Ling&r).  At  8}  miles,  road  passes 
through  defile,  and  at  5}  miles  emerges  into  the 
plain,  when  are  visible  the  minarets  of  the  tomb  of  Shaikh  Ahmad  Jami.  At  13  miles, 
trees  and  gardens  of  Ttirbat.    Water  good  and  plentiful.    Supplies  procurable. 


6.  T6biut-i-Shaixh 
JIkx. 


16 


100} 


7.  KlHBfe 


30 


130| 


S.E.,  12}  hours.  Road  level  and  good  ;  soil 
alluvial.  Left  the  garden,  passing  on  the 
risjht  the  village  with  rood  walls,  gate  and  wet 
ditch  ;  a  level  plain  with  fine  pasture.    At  1} 


84.0 


Routb  No.  241 — C"nt<l. 
Mashhad  to  Herat,  via  Turhat-i-Sktiikk  Jdmi — eontd 


SfRjre  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAVCK,   IB  MILKS. 


Intorme 


diato 


Description,  Jto. 


miles  an  Ittu'unzada  with  wall  off  left ;  a  littl^  beyond,  cross  twice  a  deep  stream,  mnddv  »"•! 
difficult.  At  !»•  miles,  a  cistern  of  waW  on  l»«ft.  Krum  *4th  to  loth  mile  are  un-lulations 
and  two  small  dry  beds  of  streams.  At  17  miles,  ruined  brick  sarai  of  Abha<abalon  right, 
with  ruins  of  fort,  Sic,  on  high  ground  near  it  ;  cros*  the  dry  bed  of  a  small  stream,  and 
ascend  gradually.  At  22  miles,  cross  broad  dry  b^d  of  the  river  of  Muhsinubad  (village  "T 
left).  At  23  miles  cross  ridge  of  low  hill*.  At  24  miles,  cross  similar  ridge  At  2l*$  mil  s 
large  ruined  brick  sarai  and  mined  citadel  on  mound,  all  on  right  ;  cross  small  stream  »-f 
brackish  water,  and  arrive  at  the  little  walled  village  of  Kih ri/<  on  right.  Water  bracket, 
not  bad  for  cooking  and  cattle,  but  unpleasant  to  man.     Supplies  none.     This  is  the  frontier 


village  of  f'ersia. 


8.  Kvsiff 


21 


15H 


E.  by  8.,  9  hours.  Road  level  and  good :  sod 
alluvial.  Pass  through  well-irrigated  cultiva- 
tion. At  4  miles  is  a  ruined  fort  off  right.  At 
5£  miles,  mud  ruins  and  remains  of  an  arch 
on  right.  At  8  miles,  ruins  of  fine  brick  sarai  on  right.  At  15  miles,  high  mound  on  which 
is  ruined.  Fort  of  "  KaSr-Kala,"  sarai  opposite.  At  19  miles,  cross  the  river,  which  ia  qnite 
dry  here.  At  20  miles,  walled  enclosures,  ruins  and  remains  of  gardens.  Pass  through  the 
village  and  cross  small  stream.  Kusan  has  a  ruined  wall  with  towers  and  encloses  a  grv.it 
space.  Citadel  is  surrounded  with  a  wet  ditch.  Water  good  and  plentiful.  Supplies  procur- 
able. 


9.  GhubiIn 


26 


176J 


S.E,  11  hours.  Road  generally  level,  littTe 
undulating  midway  ;  good,  barring  the  water- 
course towards  the  end.  Soil  alluvial.  For 
10  minutes  along  lanes  between  garden  walls. 
At  2}  miles,  low  hills  of  gravel  on  left,  and  a  river  below  on  right.  At  5£  miles,  mined 
brick  sarai  on  right,  and  ruined  bridge  ••  Tir-i-pul "  oyer  Hari  Rdd  ;  small  watch-tower  on 
left.  At  9  miles,  another  tower  ;  descend  into  dry  bed  of  torrent.  At  13  miles,  a  fine  brick 
sarai  in  ruins  on  lift.  At  l^.-J  miles  village  of  "  ShadasV  on  right.  At  15  miles  n»aj 
turns  off  (that  direel  to  Herat  rid  Kasauak  and  Shekoban,  S.E.  by  E.).  At  17  mites 
cross  small  stream,  and  quarter  of  a  mile  farther  cross  Hari  Riid,  3  feet  deep.  At  18  miles 
village  of  . I angisa war  on  left.  La -ge  mined  sarai  and  other  buildings  on  rijjht.  At  V) 
miles,  rniiis  on  left,  and  Rosanak  2  miles  off  left.  At  20  miles,  small  f«>rt  on  left.  At  21 
miles,  extensive  ruins  of  ancient  (ihurian  ;  walls,  towers,  «fcc,  cover  the  plain  for  miles,  *j>!en. 
did  irrigation  all  round.     A  stream  of  good  water  close  to  the  tower.    Supplies  plentiful. 


10.   ZlNDBHJAN 


13 


1 89  i 


E.  by  N.,  oj  hours.  Road  level  and  good ;  soil 
alluvial,  with  a  little  gravel.  Wind  for  mine 
distance  between  garden  walls.  At  2 J  mita,  ice- 
house on  left.  At  7  miles,  a  small  grove  of  wil« 
lows  on  a  stream  off  left.  At  10  miles,  the  large  village  of  Binderiihad  among  gardens  and 
ruins  2 •milt"*  <-{?  left,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Hari  itud.  Hence  abundant  cultivation  both 
■ides.  At  1 1}  miles  curious  ruins  with  arabesques  among  trees  on  right ;  cros*  a  small 
stream  and  mined  fort  on  right  at  12th  mile.  Here  road  enters  lanes  between  mint  and 
walls.     Water  good.     Supplies  procurable. 


11.  Ab-i-Jalil 


15 


2<>4  J 


E.  by  N.,  i]  hours.    Road  at  first  level,  near 
the  river  undulating,  then  good  again.     W«U»r 
abundant  and  excellent.     Supplied  scarce.     At  1J 
mil*1*,   emerge   from  garden   walls.     At  3  mile* 
a  fine  stream  runs  along  left  »»f   mad  for  snnii-  di<laii<v  ;  a  little  farther  a  rain»d  fort  on  the 
left.     At  7  miles,  anotSier  road  from  Zindehjnii  come*  in  from  the  left  rear.     Hence  to  river, 


3U 


Roittk  No.  21*9 — corvld. 
Naxhhad  to  Herat,  via  T6rb<ri-i-$haiU  Jami— concld. 


Stujr*  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAVCB.  XIT  MILKS. 


lutprmp-    j 
diatc. 


Total. 


i 


Description,  Ac. 


v  ••  v  ululating  and  rut  np  bv  ravines  and  t  rronts.  At  8|  miles  cross  Hari  Kud,  rapid  and 
tno  f...pt  deep?  ascend  gradual  lv  to  village  of  Sangbast  (9  miles)  on  tbe  left.  AtjunuU 
-  ..II  walled  village  and  ruined  fort  off  left.  At  11  miles,  the  large  village  of  Yadgah  with 
..  i.ioad  stream  running  through  it.  Hew  tbe  mountains  on  tbe  right  terminate,  turning  off 
»V ;   much  irrigation.    At  11J  miles,  a  small  f-rt  on  the  left. 


12.  11  til  AT 


11 


215J 


K.  by   N.,  2J  hours.     Road  level,  but  terribly 
ecu   up    by  water-courses ;  soil  alluvial.    Water 
abundant  and  excellent.     Supplies  plentiful.    At 
I  mile  ford  a  deep  canal  and  pass  a  ruined  fort  off 
1  ft.    At  2}  miles,  a  broad  and  deep  canal  r«m«  parallel  on  the  right,  and  can  be  crossed  by  a 

I  ■  >k  bridge,  but  leaving  it,  cross  the  deep,  rapid  stream  Karju  by  brick  bridge  An  Imam- 
fin  among  tiees   on  the  right,  cross  numerous  canals.     At  3  miles  are  two  ruined  fortified 

I I  l.igv%  one  on  the  left,  the  other  off  right.  At  4  miles,  a  brick  cistern  on  the  right,  and  the 
s  .-ge  village  of  Nukieh  off  left.  At  4}  miles,  a  ruined  village  with  extensive^ enclosures  on 
''  v  right.  At  6  miles,  lanes  between  gardens,  ruins,  smd  graveyard.  At  7$  miles,  a  tall 
*  :>t»ry  fir  among  houses  on  the  left ;  a  little  farther  cross  a  bridge ;  thence  amidst  mounds. 
A'  S»  miles  Jmn'mzada  on  the  b-ft ;  remains  of  Persian  approaches  zig-zag.  and  a  ruined  bat- 
•••ir  on  the  right.  Cross  ditch  bv  wooden  bridge;  wind  round  up  tbe  steep  ascent  ;  pass 
r.j'migh  double  gateway  (Irak)  and  enter  city.     Splendid  encamping  ground  on  every  side. 


Route  No.  250. 

Mashhadto  Herat,  via  Himmatabad. 
Ju'farify. — MacGbegor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAWCK,  IV  MILIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  to. 


1.  S\JfOBA8T 

3.  Giol6si 


2'JJ 
19 


4H 


48J 


) 


}■  Tide  Route  No.  249,  Mashhad  to  Herat. 


) 


Tbe  road  goes  over  a  plain  for  3  miles  to 
tbe  Band-i-Fatfmun,  a  large  dam  across  the  valley 
constructed  to  raise  tbe  water  of  the  stream  and 
make  it  available  for  irrigation.  It  is  strongly 
I  nilt  of  stone  and  brick  and  is  about  eighty  yards  across,  twelve  feet  wide  at  tbe  top,  and 
rKotit  fifty  feet  high.  It  is  now  partially  ruined.  Thence  4  miles  over  a  plain  covered 
with  tbe  beautiful  plant  called  Zirinhk  to  the  village  of  Gaodusi.  There  was  but  little  of  a 
village  here  in  1875,  as  the  Turkomans  bad  by  successive  raids  carried  off  almost  all  tbe  inhabit- 
»nt*.  There  is  a  ruined  fort  in  a  very  strong  position,  high  above  the  left  bank  of  a  stream, 
wi'h  steep  scarped  sides  It  is  not  commanded,  and  could  be  made  almost  impregnable,  and 
a »bort  covered-  way  would  enable  the  garrison  to  procure  water  from  over  the  cliff. 


1  HiMJUtIbaD 


80 


78J 


Tbe  road  crosses  numerous  low  but  steep  spurt 
to  the  valley  of  Kala-i-Miuar.  The  defile  of 
this  valley  affords  a  very  strong  position.  The 
northern  entrance  is  almost  completely  shut  up 
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Route  No.  250 — eon  id. 
Mankhad  to  Herdt,  vt'd  Himmatdbdd— contd. 


Bilge  or  baiting  plaot. 


DlBTAXCK.  XV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


by  the  hill  through  which  it  passex,  and  a  few  hours'  work  here  would  render  thin  one  of  the 
strongest  positions  that  could  be  found  anywhere.  The  ascent  to  the  summit  of  the  rang? 
is  very  easy,  through  a  picturesaue  valley  with  trees  and  water,  and  bounded  by  rugged 
ridges  of  a  red  stone.  This  valley,  as  indeed  the  whole  way  to  Shah  r- UN  an.  affords  the  m<«*» 
splendid  graying  ground  even  in  July,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  clearly  the  line  that  should  be 
taken  by  the  cavalry  of  a  force  proceeding  to  the  east,  if  other  things  permitted.  The  uVfil** 
of  Kala-i-Minar  is  certainly  impracticable  for  artillery  as  it  stands,  but  it  could  easily  be 
made  practicable  in  a  few  hours  as  the  soil  of  the  hill  is  soft.  The  summit  of  the  pa**  i* 
called  the  Gardan-i  Kala-i-Minar.  It  abounds  in  strong  positions,  and  the  road  is  complex 
ly  commanded  by  a  very  steep,  rugged,  and  impracticable  ridge  which  runs  along  the  left  the 
whole  way.  The  descent  is  gradual  to  the  plain  for  about  8  miles,  and  is  quite*  good  ami 
practicable  for  artillery.  From  the  foot  of  the  hills  the  road  traverses  an  extensive  plain  cover*! 
with  thick  scrub  to  the  fortified  village  of  Himmatah&d.  There  is,  however,  a  suitable  *i*ot 
for  a  camp  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  and  indeed  water  and  fuel  are  procurable  all  along  the  route. 


6.  Shahb-i-Nau 


6.   MASHHAD-I-Rizi 


12 


25 


90} 


116| 


A  good  road.  From  Kala  it  leads  down  the 
right  bank  of  a  small  stream,  partly  through  cul- 
tivation and  partly  through  splendid  pasture  land. 
The  road  traverses  a  waste  with  no  water,  do 
inhabitants  ;  a  low  ridge  is  crossed  shortly  after 
leaving  Shahr-i-Nan.  Mashhad-i-Risa  is  the 
name  of  two  villages  about  a  mile  apart,  com- 
prising, one  a  hundred,  and  the  other  about  sixty  houses.  A  fair  supply  of  good  water  and 
plentiful  cultivation. 

The  route  is  across  a  desert  as  in  the  last  march. 
For  continuation,  vide  Route  249. 

Note. — There  is  considerable  diversity  between 
the  distances  on  this  route,  as  given  in  (Vl-v 
nel  MacGregor's  map,  and  in  that  of  Major 
St.  John  and  Colonel  Walker.  A.  mean  be- 
tween them  has  generally  been  adopted  in 
the  above. 


7.  KiHEfz 

8.  KvsXn 

9.  GhubiXn 
10.  ZindehjXn 


11.  Ab-i-Jalil 

12.  Herat 


-1 

25 

1401 

•  •• 

21 

161J 

•  •• 

25 

186) 

•  a  « 

13 

199J 

•  •■ 

15 

2141 

... 

11 

225| 

Route  No.  251. 

Mashhad  to  HerIt,  vid  KlHRfz  and  RusixAt. 
Authority.— ¥ebjli*r. 


Dxsturcs,  or  mils*. 

8tagt  or  halting  plat*. 

Interme- 
diate, 

Total. 

Description,  Aa 

1.  Sahobajt 

8.  HlDfxA 

21 
21 

21 
42 

|  Tide  Route  249. 

343 


Route  No.  251— -contd. 
Mashhad  to  Herdt,  vid  Kihtiz  and  Rnsdnak — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


3.  MuhamadXbad  .. 

4.  t6rbat-i-sha1kh 

Jim. 

5.  KlHBiZ 

6.  Kdsak 

7.  RcsInak 

8.  Shikiwan 
9  Herat 


DttTAVCB,  XV  M1LM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


28 

70 

14 

84 

311 

115  J 

17* 

133 

17* 

150* 

14 

164| 

21 

184  J 

1 


Vide  Route  249 


N.B. — This  is-  the  most  direct  rout*  between  the  two  places. 


Route  No.  252. 

Mashhad  to  Kalat-i-Nadirt,  via  Kardih. 
Authority. — Napier.' 


DOTANCK,  IV  VILI8. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


,   Interne- 
diate. 


1.  KXlDIH 


24 


Description,  Ac. 


Leave  Bali  KhiabAn  Gate  and  turn  E.N.E. 
through  gardens.  At  1 J  miles  pass  gar- 
dens and  fort  of  Samaz^and,  and  bear  N. 
past  dome  of  Khoja  Katu  left.  At  5  miles, 
cross  Kashaf  Rtid  by  stone  bridge,  stream  small,  easy  banks,  sound  bed,  and  no  depth  of 
water.  Thence  over  plain  rising  gently  to  village  Rahzan,  17*  miles,  on  hill  skirts.  Thenca 
bet  ween  long  undulating  gravel  slopes  to  Andarukh,  50  houses,  19  J  miles.  At  20  miles 
enter  Darband-i-Katdih,  narrow  defile,  shut  in  by  precipices,  800'  to  l,tMX)'  in  height. 
Mountains  on  either*  side  of  limestone  and  trap,  tabular  and  accessible.  Stream  from  Kar- 
dih finds  its  way  through  the  defile,  which  in  places  has  a  width  of  less  than  50  yards. 
At  22  miles  leave  stream  and  pass  over  low  hills  of  conglomerate,  skirting  the  stream  again 
at  23}  miles.  Thence  W.  halt  a  mile  to  Kardih,  a  small  village  of  20  or  3« »  houses,  the 
property  of  the  Khan  of  Chulai.  Supplies  procurable  in  abundance  with  notice.  Koad  a 
Fair  bridle-path,  which  might  be  made  easily  practicable  for  guns.  Asoeut  from  Mashhad 
about  9W/. 


2.  Wabdih 


28 


62 


From   Kardih    follow    stream   up    a   narrow 
tortuous    defile,    winding    from    N.W.     to  N. 
and    E.N.E.  and    shut  in  by  high  inaccessible 
i  cliffs,  leaving  a    passage,  frequently  less  than 
W  tarda,    At  7  miles,  pass  small  aoul  (village),  20  houses.    At  94  miles,  rook  inscription 
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Routb  No.  258 — contd. 
Mashhad  to  Kaldt-i- Nadir i,  vid  Kdrdih — oontd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlRASOl,  OriOLSS. 


Ivterme* 
diate. 


Total. 


vcfcriptioii.  Ac* 


of  926  Hijra,  right  bank  of  stream.  At  19  miles  small  tributary  from  glen  to  left,  at  h<*4 
of  which  lies  Targe  village  Bulghur,  1  mile  distant,  bend  N.  following  stream,  and  at  a 
\  mile  pass  road  to  village  Sij,  falling  in  right  rear.  Defile  shut  in  by  oliffs  of  sandrfnr. 
At  24  miles  emerge  on  open  valley  draining  from  E.  and  W.  Two  roads  to  KalAt  W«  \ 
off  13.  and  W.  Tne  latter  said  to  be  the  worst.  At  26  miles  cross  watershed  lin«*  i:  •• 
valley  draining  into  the  Atak,  and  bear  left.  At  27  miles  oross  rocky  spur  by  steep  and  h*>'. 
ascent,  and  descend  by  rough  path  into  glen  of  Wardih,  also  draining  into  Atak.  Heed  f  r 
20  miles  impracticable  for  any  wheeled  carriage,  and  commanded  by  inaccvosible  cii'"'*. 
Laden  camels  pass  without  difficulty.  Last  ridge  above  Wardih,  passable  by  laden  luul-* 
with  difficulty.  Camels  make  a  long  detour.  Wardih  20  bouses.  Supplies  very  scjbM. 
Ascent  from  Wardih,  about  1,800'. 


3.  Kalat-i-NXdibi  ... 


22 


74 


Leaving  Wardih,  proceed  E.  down  glen,  jKt*«- 
ing  at  2  mile*  villain  Bughchand,  6  houses.  »■"  ' 
fort  on  rocky  hill,  and  turn  E.N.K.  o»»r 
low  hills  of  sandstone,  and  coloured  marl*  a-  •' 
shales.  At  6  miles  bend  N.  and  descend  deep  glen  with  steep  slopes  of  mottled  cUv*  *•  ' 
marls,  and  jutting  spurs  of  slate  and  limestone;  the  strata  violently  contorted.  At  12f 
miles  strike  small  stream  flowing  from  W.  and  follow  its  course  through  a  very  narr  « 
defile,  shut  in  by  cliffs,  leaving  a  passage  only  sufficient  for  one  horseman.  At  lt»  mil^  ♦•:•*'  • 
open  valley,  the  N.  side  of  which  is  bounded  by  the  S.  wall  of  the  natural  fortn»»*  «f 
Kalat.  Thence  following  stream,  bending  W..  clown  the  valley.  At  20  miles  turn  N 
with  the  stream,  and  pa*«  through  a  narrow  gap  in  the  enclosing  ridge  known  a*  the  1^  *- 
band-i-Arghu  Shah,  clo««ed  by  gate<».  At  2*i  miles  following  stream  reach  village  ii  -• 
Gumbaz  and  Nadir's  tower.  Road  from  5  to  lb*  miles  impassable  for  wheels  or  laden  cam*'*. 
camels  using  the  road  as  far  as  Wardih  go  no  farther,  taking  fire-wood  cut  in  the  ctpnr*— 
juniper  us  excelta — forest  to  Mashhad.     Descent  from  Kardih  3,<*XV. 

This  is  the  most  direct  road  and  is  the  same  as  Route  No.  253,  that  followed  bj  Macgrcg»*. 
Ronald  Thomson  gives  the  following  stages  along  the  same  road :  — 

Mile*. 


1. 

Andarukh 

... 

... 

... 

■•• 

... 

25 

2. 

Bagh  Gumbed 

... 

••• 

... 

... 

•• 

25 

3. 

KalAt 

••• 

... 

••• 

... 

... 

29 

79 

Route  No.  252a. 

Mashhad  to  Kalat-i-Xadiri — (1st  Jily  l>>br>). 

Authority.— "Throcou    Kuur\sa.v,,—m  Pioneer "    of   5rh    August    1885,    tlat  A 

KUaur,  9th  July  18*5. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  Boundary  Commission,  writing*  to  thp  Pion-  <t 
gives  the  following  marches  as  travelled  by  biiii  from  Mashluul  to  Kalat-i- 
Nadiri,  and  back  by  a  different  route  : — 

Mittt. 
Mashhad  to  Rizwan  ...  ...  ...        $0 

Very  picturesquely  situated  among  the  low  spurs  that  are,  as  it  were,  the 
stepping  stone  from  the  broad,  level,  fertile  plains  below  to  the  rctiy 
rugged,  mountain  chain  northwards. 


345 


Route  No.  252  a — eontd. 

From  these  spurs  an  excellent  bird's-eye-view  is  obtained  of  the  wild, 
cultivated  area  encircling  Mashhad  on  every  side,  a  view  that  duly  demon- 
strates the  great  productiveness  of  the  districts. 


Rizwan  to  Bulgndr 
Baghkhin 
Giognxnbar  (Kal&t) 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


t«« 


Miles. 
29 

15 
19 


Total  to  Kal&t 


••• 


83 


On  this  route  he  speaks  of  the  series  of  rifts  and  gorges  passed.  The 
picturesque  villages  in  miniature  valleys ;  the  industry  of  the  Turk  and 
Kurd  population  in  cultivating  valley  and  hillside,  by  irrigation  and  rain, 
respectively ;  the  towering  cliffs,  rugged  slopes,  and  precipices  overgrown 
with  juniper ;  the  clear  rippling  streams  bordered  with  wild  roses,  honey- 
suckle, brambles,  and  other  plants  of  English  similitude. 

The  traveller,  he  says,  can  obtain  sheep,  chickens,  eggs,  milk,  barley,  dried 
lucerne  or  grass. 

The  inhabitants  are  perfectly  friendly  and  obliging,  and  readily  meet  re- 
quisitions. 


Route  No.  253. 

Mashhad  to  KalXt-i-N adibi  ,  vid  Kardih. 
Authority. — MacGregor,  1875. 


Sttft  or  halting  place. 


Dxravcx,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  KIrdih 


23 


The  road  follows  a  northerly  direction,  and  at 
4  miles  passes  the  tomb  of  Khwaja  Rabbi ; 
thence  it  descends  the  stream  of  the  Ab-i- 
Mashhad,  or  Kaahaf  Rud,  for  about  1-J  miles 
and  crosses  the  river,  here  only  abont  30'  wide,  by  a  good  masonry  bridge,  called  the 
Pul-i-SbAh.  It  then  ascends  over  a  low  elevation  to  the  village  of  Darvih,  whence  it  is 
level  for  2  miles  to  the  village  of  Farakhah,  and  then  descends  into  a  parallel  valley,  from 
which  it  continues  alone  a  watercourse  for  8  miles  to  the  defile  of  Andarukh  in  the 
Darband.  The  village  of  Andarukh  is  passed  at  the  fourteenth  mile,  and  the  Darband  of 
Andarukh  is  entered  at  the  end  of  the  hfteenth  and  a  half  mile,  and  continues  for  one  and  a 
half  miles :  it  consists  simply  of  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  varies  in  breadth  from  30*  to 
100*,  including  the  space  occupied  by  water.  The  cliffs  on  either  side  rise  sheer 
out  of  the  water  to  a  height  of  200',  and  are  quite  impracticable,  while  the  bends  of  the 
defile  offer  numerous  excellent  sites  for  forts*  It  can,  however,  be  easily  turned  by  infantry 
ftoing  to  the  right  or  left  over  the  hills,  which  are  not  difficult.  Kardih  is  situated  in  a  small 
▼ullej  running  N.  and  S.  for  two  miles  and  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  broad,  the 
whole  covered  with  cultivation  and  gardens.  The  village  is  at  the  N.  end,  near  the 
Itaband  of  Xl,  and  is  a  small  place  containing  forty  houses  of  Xurban  Turks. 


45 


34<J 


Route  No.  253— tontd. 
Mathhad  to  Kal&Ui-U&diri,  via  Kdrdih — contd. 


Stag*  or  halting  plaoe. 


DUftkMOM,  Or  KILBt. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description,  Ac. 


VaADIH 


27 


50 


Starting  from  Kardih,  one  enters  almost  dirti- 
ly into  a  defile,  the  road  going  down  the  river- 
bed, and  perpendicular  cliffs  rising  up  on  either 
side  for  two  hundred  feet.  This  continue*  fur 
4  miles  to  the  village  of  Al.  The  road-way  or  rather  bottom  of  the  ravine  being  from 
forty  to  one  hundred  feet  broad,  and  the  path  crossing  continually  from  side  to  side,  showing 
that  the  defile  would  be  impracticable  during  floods,  and  that  it  is  extremely  dangerous  at  the 
season  of  the  rains.  Al  is  a  small  village  of  about  fifty  houses,  situated  in  a  small  opening 
in  the  defile  about  one  mile  long  by  400  yards  broad,  and  its  houses,  cultivation  and  garden* 
take  up  the  whole  of  the  level  ground  at  the  foot  of  the  cliffs.  On  leaving  Al,  the  defile  be- 
comes exceedingly  narrow  for  half  a  mile,  not  more  than  4C  wide,  and  is  commanded 
by  an  old  fort  in  a  very  commanding  position  on  the  left,  which  also  sees  down  the  whole- 
valley.  The  defile  now  opens  slightly,  but  does  not  reach  the  breadth  of  even  the  smallest  glen. 
At  seven  and  a  half  miles  a  stream  joins  from  the  right,  and  above  the  junction  is  a  curiuui 
conical  hill  with  scarped  sides  called  Panj  Mar,  which  offers  another  impregnable  site  from 
which  to  command  the  pass. 

Here  there  is  a  small  valley  one  mile  long,  and  at  the  end  of  it  the  road  splits  in  two,  th? 
one  to  the  left  going  by  an  exceedingly  difficult  defile  called  Tang-i-Shikasta,  impractical 
for  guns,  the  other  going  over  the  hill  to  the  right  by  the  Shiga  defile,  and  joining  the  lift 
road  about  2  miles  further  on. 

The  position  at  this  point  is  unassailable,  the  road  leading  straight  up  to  a  cliff,  going 
between  precipices,  and  apparently  coming  to  a  cul-de-sac,  as  no  sign  of  a  road  is  seen.  The 
hill  rises  400^  above  the  defile,  and  searches  every  foot  of  it  for  a  mile.  It  would  he 
possible  to  ascend  the  hills  on  the  south  bank  of  the  defile,  and  going  along  the  crest,  get  in 
behind  the  position  half  a  mile  to  the  rear,  and  descend  from  this  to  the  Tang-i-Shika*K 
whence  a  steep  path  leads  up  to  the  rear  of  the  hill ;  but  this  path  is  so  close  that  it  wo- 11 
be  impossible  to  get  up  by  it  un perceived,  and  no  troops  could  force  their  way  up.  It  mijrU 
be  possible  to  turn  this  position  on  its  right,  but  the  hills  are  so  open  that  there  would  be 
little  chance  of  doing  so  without  being  exposed  and  the  paths  up  to  it  are  all  of  an  extreme- 
ly impracticable  nature. 

About  2  miles  from  this  point  the  road  enters  a  valley  about  a  mile  long  by  500  yards 
broad,  in  which  is  situated  the  village  of  Sij.  This  would  afford  a  good  site  for  the  encamp- 
ment of  a  force,  as  there  is  abundance  of  water  and  fuel  and  some  forage.  At  the  northern 
end  of  this  valley  the  road  enters  the  Dahana-i-Bahurt,  a  succession  of  very  difficult  and 
narrow  defiles  divided  from  each  other  by  little  glens,  about  100  vards  broad.  There  are  5 
of  these  defiles  and  glens  in  the  next  two  and  a  half  miles,  and  in  one  of  the  latter,  where 
the  road  to  Balghur  turns  off  to  the  left,  is  a  ruin  called  Rub&t-i-Balghur.  At  the  end  d 
the  last  glen  the  Zau-i-pir-zan  (old  woman's  defile)  is  entered.  In  the  first  150  yards  the 
roadway  narrows  down  to  5'  in  one  place,  and  to  6,  8  and  10  in  several,  th 
either  side  rues  a  succession  of  walls,  ranged  one  behind  the  other  in  a  sort  of  column  in 
echelon,  dovetailing  into  each  other.  After  150  or  200  yards  the  defile  opens  a  little,  hut  i* 
still  difficult  for  a  mile  and  a  half.  Thence  the  road  goes  over  open  hills  to  the  summit  of 
the  Devi  Btirtin  Pass,  the  last  ascent  of  which  is  by  a  steep  zig-zag,  and  then  descends  by  a 
comparatively  easy  gradient  to  the  village  of  vardih,  one  mile  from  the  pass.  This  is  a  poor 
village  inhabited  by  Turks,  who  call  themselves  Tatars  and  say  they  come  from  Bukhara. 


KalIt-i-NIdibi 


22 


72 


From  Vardih  the  road  descends  into  a  narrow 
glen,  and  continues  along  it  for  2  miles  t<>  a 
place  called  Bagh  Chand,  where  a  stream  cum* 
in  from  the  left,  and  where  there  are  5  rr 
6  houses  with  a  fort,  and  some  cultivation.  Thence  it  takes  the  left  valley,  and  alm<*t 
immediately  leaving  it,  ascends  easily  over  earthy  rounded  hills  for  2  miles  to  the  top  of 
the  Mirza  Cruahti  Pass.    From  this  the  path  descends  exceedingly  steeply  for  one  and  a  half 
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Route  No.  253— concld. 
Mashhad  to  Kaldf-i-Nddiri9  via  Kdrdi A— concld. 


Staff*  or  halting  place. 


DlttUrOB,  IS  XXLBS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  *e. 


miles  to  a  narrow  defile,  bounded  on  the  rijrht  by  impracticable  hills,  on  the  left  bj  one 
nia*s  of  »heet  rock,  which  comes  shelving  down  in  huge  detaohed  slabs  at  an  angle  of  thirty  de- 
grees. Both  the  descent  and  the  defile  are  commanded  throughout  by  positions  of  the  greatest 
strength.  After  one  and  a  half  miles  of  comparative  open,  during  which  a  path  to  the  village 
ff  Ab-i-Garm  is  passed,  the  road  comes  to  the  Darband-i- Jaur,  which  is  a  succession  of  very 
narrow  defiles.  From  thence  in  about  6  miles  the  south  entrance  of  the  celebrated  strong- 
bold  of  Kalat-i-Nadiri  is  reached.  This  defile  is  called  the  Darband-i -Arghaw&n  Shab.  It  is 
closed  by  a  fort  and  is  defended  by  a  guard  of  two  companies  of  Persian  Infantry ;  a  few  small 
villages  are  perched  on  the  ledge  of  the  hill.  From  this  the  road  winds  along  the  lowest 
contour  of  the  hills,  and  reaches  the  residence  of  the  Khan  at  the  small  village  of  Ja-i-Gum- 
baz  in  two  and  a  half  miles.  The  village,  although  the  chief  place  in  this  small  Khanate,  has 
only  some  one  hundred  wretched  houses  of  mud. 

N.B. — A  better  route  than  the  above  is  that  which  goes  from  Mashhad 
by  Kanagusha  through  Gip  Kotal  to  Karatagan,  whence  there  are  roads  either 
by  Kushtani  through  the  heart  of  the  place  from  S.E.  to  N.W.  or  along  the 
Sutara  S.  face. 


Route  No.  254. 

Mashhad  to  Kalat-i-Nadiri,  via  Kh(jr  and  Karatagan, 
Authority. — MacGreoor  and  Napier. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiKurcK, 

XV  MILI8. 

Interme- 
diate. 

TotaL 

Description.  Jto, 


1.  Pabxat 


1  GrjM 


3.  Khaur 


4.  Gasgi  Kala 

&  Karataoajt 
6.  Kalat 


... 

*•• 

21 

••• 

27 

48 

10J 

68£ 

10 

68£ 

18J 

87 

A  difficult  road,  not  practicable  for  artillery, 
and  only  used  by  single  horsemen. 
Village,  100  houses ;  water ;  supplies. 

Road  is  good  over  a  valley  the  whole  way. 
Village ;  water ;  supplies. 

Through  a  defile  (water  from  the  Chacha)  called 
Dahna  Khaur.  The  road  is  very  difficult  and 
stony,  ascending  over  spurs. 

Over  hills,  and  very  difficult  Village ;  water; 
supplies  (water  from  the  Karatagan  River). 

Road  pretty  good,  np  and  down. 

Tide  route  Kalat-i-Nadiri  to  Sarakhj. 


Napier  gives  the  following  account  of  the  same  road  :— 


1.  Kaxao6sda 


15 


15  |    E.  N.  £.  over  plain. 
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Routs  No.  254— eontd. 
Mashhad  to  Kaldt-i-Nddiri9  via  Khir  and  Karatagdn—eonti. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DuTurci,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ao. 


2.  FobonXd  ob  Gtjjki 


3.  Kh^b 


10i 


25^ 


25* 


61 


Large  villages  in  the  Tabatkhin  Beltik.    Road 
through  low  hills. 


Across  high  ridge  of  the  Tekkah  Khana  Moun- 
tain, by  a  road  oyer  which  it  is  said  guns  hare 
been  taken*    Accounts  as  to  the  road  differ,  bat 
it  is  probably  very  rough  and  bad,  and  the  light 
guns,  certainly  taken  to  Tajand,  must  have  been  transported  by  hand. 

Note. — From  the  summit  of  the  Karadfigh  Monntain  a  good  view  is  obtained  of  the  whole 
Khur  route,  and  a  more  impassable  looking  country  for  wheels  it  would  be  difficult  to  find. 
Khur  is  a  large  village  lying  on  the  N.  side  of  the  ridge,  at  the  head  of  the  ChAcha  Valley. 


4.  KalXt 


38* 


89} 


From  Khur  to  KalAt  is  38}  milee  N.  and 
W.  over  a  very  rough  country,  passing  the 
villages,  Zii  and  Karatagan,  lately  re-peopled. 


Route  No.  254a. 

Return  Journey,  6th  July  1885. 
KalXt-i-Nadibi  to  Mashhad. 

Authority.—"  Through  KhurIsan."— "  Pioneer  "  of  5th  August  1885,  dated 

Khaur,  9th  July  1885. 

As  follows  :— 


Giogumbaz  (Kalat)  to  Mahalla  (nomads)    • 
Din-i-Mahomati  Husain 

Khaur 
Mashhad 


•• 


••• 


Mile*. 

9 


14 
42 


Total  ...  87 

The  Pioneer  correspondent  considers  this  road   bad  in  its  present  state. 
Mules  and  loads  often  came  down  among  rugged  stones. 


Authority. — Thomson. 


Route  No.  255. 

Mashhad  to  Khiva,  vid  Mary. 


Staft  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAYCI,  IV  MILS*. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


DeMriptkm,A*. 


From  Mashhad  to  Muzdaran  is  about  55  miles.    This  is  the  frontier  station  of  Persia  « 
the  road  to  Marv,  and  is  occupied  only  by  a  small  military  guard. 
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Route  No.  255 — confd. 
Mashhad  to  Khiva,  via  If a r#— contd. 


8t«ft  or  halting  place. 


DltTUCCI,  XV  XtLM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


From  Mnzdaran  to  Sarakhs,  abont  50  miles,  is  desert  and  destitute  of  water.  It  is 
situated  on  the  River  Tajand,  which  at  this  point  contains  a  considerable  volume  of  water,  but 
after  flowing  some  distance  to  the  N.  is  absorbed  by  the  sand  of  the  desert. 

The  road  as  far  as  the  Tajand  is  firm,  and  adapted  for  the  employment  of  wheeled -car- 
riages ;  but  beyond  it  to  Marv,  a  distance  of  about  110  miles,  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
way  being  through  a  sandy  desert,  guns,  although  of  small  calibre,  are  with  difficulty 
dressed  across  it.  Water,  too,  is  nowhere  found  between  the  Tajand  and  Murghdb,  unless 
in  one  or  two  cisterns  and  wells.  In  spring  the  former  is  drinkable,  but  later  in  the  season 
the  traveller,  who  cannot  afford  to  transport  it  on  camels  in  skins,  must  content  himself  with 
the  brackish  produce  of  the  wells  which  are  found  about  10  or  12  miles  distance  from 
each  other. 

Shortly  after  leaving  Marv,  the  traveller  again  enters  the  sandy  desert,  and  through  it 
continues  his  way  until  he  reaches  the  Oxus,  at  a  place  called  Kabakli,  a  distance  of  about 
170  miles.  In  spring  after  the  winter  snows  have  disappeared,  and  the  soil  has  been 
moistened  by  the  vernal  rains,  the  surface  is  everywhere  covered  with  a  bright  coat  of 
verdure,  scanty  indeed  when  looked  at  near,  but,  when  viewed  in  the  distance,  giving  the 
appearance  of  a  rich  sward  in  all  directions  until  lost  in  the  horizon.  Some  portions  of  the 
desert  are,  however,  covered  with  the  shrubby  tree  called  Fak.  It  grows  to  the  height  of 
15'  or  20',  and  some  of  them  are  near  the  ground  of  considerable  thickness.  But  the 
wood  is  so  dry  and  brittle  that  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  snap  even  the  trunk  asunder  ;  and 
when  thrown  on  the  fire  it  ignites  at  once  with  a  clear  but  short-lived  flame,  and  burns  with 
little  or  no  smoke.  In  summer  the  wind  almost  always  blows  from  the  north  ;  and  as  then 
every  blade  of  grass  has  been  burnt  up,  the  light  sand  is  drifted  along  and  deposited  in 
waves,  whose  slope  is  abrupt  towards  the  N.  and  falls  gradually  on  the  other  side. 

At  Deveh  Boyun  the  cultivation  begins,  and  the  road  leaving  the  river  branches  off  to 
the  left  to  the  town  of  Hazar  Asp  ;  but  it  is  only  on  reaching  this  latter  place  that  the 
highly  cultivated  lands  of  the  KM  van  oasiB  are  fairlv  seen.  From  this  place  to  Khiva, 
abont  42  miles,  the  whole  country  is  covered  with  smiling  fields  and  unwalled  villages. 

The  alluvial  tract  is  of  little  breadth,  but  is  intersected  in  all  directions  by  canals  for 

irrigation.    Every  spot  which  has  been  reclaimed  or  preserved  from  the  encroachment  of  the 

rarrounding  desert  is  carefully  wrought  into  cultivation. 

The  ground  being  everywhere  level,  single  horse-carts  of  rude  construction,  the  wheels 

without  any  girding  of  iron,  are  employed  by  the  peasantry  for  the  transport  of  their  farm 

produce. 

The  chief  wells  on  this  line  of  road  are  those  of  Kishman,  Yak  Kfpar,  Yandakli,   and 

Sartlanli. 

Abont  36  miles  before  reaching  the  Oxus  a  low  range  of  hills  of  pure  sand  rises  above 

the  level  steppe,  and  is  known  as  the  Takht-i-Sulfman.    Water  is  only  found  on  the  steppe 

at  the  depth  of  many  fathoms  beneath  the  surface,  and  is  both  saline  and  foetid,  while  here 

at  a  hijrh  elevation,  and  bv  merely  scooping  the  sand  for  a  few  feet  with  the  hand,  sweet 

water  oozes  out  and  fills  the  cavity. 


Route  No.  255a. 

Mashhad  to  Kush-RubXt  near  HeeXt. 

Authority. — A  Correspondent  to  "Pioneer,"  vide  "  Pioneer "  of  4th  August, 
dated  Mashhad,  27th  June  1885.— "  Through  KhurXsXn.  " 

One  of  the  members  of  the  Boundary  Commission,  writing  to  the  Pioneer,  gives 
the  following  marches  as  travelled  by  him  between  Mashhad  and  Rush— 
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Route  No.  255  a — contd. 

Mashhad  to  Kusk-Rubdt  near  Herat — contd. 

Rabat  in  Afghan  territory : —  mim% 

Kush-Rub&t  to  Rozsmak        ...  ...  ...  38 

Kafir  Kala                             ...  ...  ...  30 

Muhsinahad                           ...  ...  ...  26 

Ttirbat-i-Shaikh  Jam            ...  ...  ...  25* 

Langar                                   ...  ...  ...  16 

Karez-i-Nau                           ...  ...  ...  20 

Faraim&n                                ...  ...  ...  26 

Sangbast                                 ...  ...  ...  23 

Mashhad                                ...  ...  ...  24 


Total  ...    227£ 

He  writes  that  the  found  the  climate  of  the  Hari-Rud  and  Jam  valleys 
very  different  from  the  lower  slopes  of  the  Parapamisus. 

They  were  much  hotter,  a  spell  of  abnormally  cold  weather  having  just 
come  to  a  close  at  the  date  (20th  June)  on  which  he  left  the  Boundary 
Commission  camp. 

The  nights  were  charming,  just  a  pleasant  temperature.  For  the  sake 
of  seeing  the  country,  he  travelled  by  day.  In  the  Hari-Rud  valley  the 
mosquitoes  were  very  numerous. 

A  detailed  account  of  this  route  is  in  Appendix. 


Route  No.  255b. 

Mashhad  to  Euchan. 

Authority.—" Through  KhurXsXn."— "Pioneer"  of  25th  August  1885. 

A  correspondent  writing  to  the  Pioneer  from  Kuch&n,  19th  July  1885,  gives 
the  following  account  of  the  road  from  Mashhad  to  Kuch&n  :— 


Mashhad  to  MuchInXn  (12th  July  1885). — 5  days,  65  miles. 

"  At  41  miles  pass  Chinaran  on  the  road  to  Mahmud&b&d  (Daraghaz)  and 
at  53  Sayada  (Said&b&d  ?).  The  road  from  Muchinan  to  Daraghaz  crosses 
the  mountains  by  2  stiffish  passes  called  "  Maid&n-i-Khunf  "  and  Allah-u- 
Akbar  and  near  village  of  Darbandi  in  a  broad  valley  lying  between  the  two 
the  river  Attrak  is  said  to  rise  (?). 

From  Mashhad  to  Chin&r&n  (about  42  miles)  the  greater  part  of  the  land  is 
the  property  either  of  the  shrine  of  Imam  Riza  (and  then  called  Wakf-i-Hazrat) 
or  of  the  Mustashar-ul-Mulk,  a  high  Persian  official,  who  appears  to  have  made 
the  best  use  of  his  tenure  of  office  to  fill  his  own  coffers.  Between  Chiniran 
and  Radk&n  there  is  a  considerable  extent  of  meadow  country,  such  as  is  very 
rarely  seen  in  Asia.  The  water  there  is  very  near  the  surface  of  the  soil,  and 
breaks  out  everywhere  in  small  streams  and  streamlets.  Here  all  the  artillery 
horses  of  Khurasan  are  sent  to  graze.  Presumably,  therefore,  the  batteries 
are  never  exercised  in  manoeuvres.  In  the  mountains  to  the  N.  of  the  road 
from  Chinar&n  to  Radk&n  is  the  Chashma-i-Gilas,  one  of  the  main-springs 
of  the  Ka8haf-Rud.  A  mile  or  2  before  reaching  Radk&n  a  conical  structure 
of  brick,  about  100'  high,  known  as  Mil-i-Radk&n,  is  passed.  It  is  about 
30'  in  diameter  at  the  foot  and  hollow  inside  from  top  to  bottom. 

Between  Chinaran  and  Kuch&n  (26  miles  N.  W.  of  former)  there  is  » 
mound  called  T&s  Tapa  (dice  hill)  on  which  Nadir  Shah  was  assassinated. 
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Routb  No.  255  b — contd. 

Maxhhad  to  Kuchdn — contd. 

Mashhad   to   Muchinan.—coiitiL. 

Kuchdn  19th  July. — On  the  afternoon  of  the  17th  we  marched  to  Daudli, 
•bout  16  miles.  Through  the  village  of  Jafirabad,  lying  a  mile  and  a  half  to 
the  S.  passes  the  direct  road  from  Chinaran  to  Kuchan.  It  therefore  makes 
little  difference  to  a  traveller  going  from  Chinaran  to  Daraghaz  whether  he 
follows — as  we  did — the  high  road  along  the  north  side  of  the  valley, 
or — as  Dr.  Weir  did — that  along  the  south  side.  There  is  a  road  straight 
over  the  mountains  from  Radkan  to  Daraghaz,  but  it  is  passable  only  for 
pedestrians  and  horsemen.  It  is  too  bad  for  a  loaded  mule.  Opposite  to 
Daudli  the  lofty  rocky  ridges  give  place  to  comparatively  low  and  easy  spurs, 
and  across  these  it  is  that  the  main  routes  both  from  the  side  of  Chinaran 
and  Kuchdn  pass  to  Askabad  and  Daraghaz.  Similarly  the  mountain  range 
to  the  8.  of  the  Chinaran-Kuchan  valley,  just  opposite  to  Muchfnan  and 
Daudli,  changes  its  stern  and  inaccessible  summits  for  humble  slopes  that 
afford  the  traveller  easy  access  to  the  towns  of  Nishapur  and  Sabzawar,  with- 
out the  aggravating  trouble  of  making  a  long  detour.  From  Daudli  can  be 
easily  distinguished  on  the  opposite  or  southern  slope  of  the  valley  the  large 
v  illages  of  Doghai  and  Beshaghach,  through  which  runs  one  of  the  several 
roads  to  Nishapur  and  Sabzawar.  The  road  to  the  former  town  passes  by  the 
salt  and  turquoise  mines  which  have  gained  for  its  name  some  celebrity. 
Between  Radkan  and  Daudli  the  Chinaran-Kuchan  loses  to  a  great  extent  its 
aspect  of  exceeding  fertility.  The  fact  is  that  water  is  scarce  and,  as  a  natur- 
al consequence,  the  area  under  cultivation  is  limited.  Beyond  Daudli  and 
Jafirabad,  however,  the  old  garb  of  fertility  is  resumed,  and  as  Kuchan  is 
approached  its  hues  and  material  grow  ever  richer,  better,  and  more  varied. 
It  is  all  a  mere  question  of  water.  Under  an  able  and  conscientious  adminis- 
tration we  should  see  the  inauguration  of  extensive  works  of  irrigation. 
The  number  of  karezes  (called  in  Persia  iandt)  would  be  greatly  augmented, 
and,  wherever  feasible,  dams  for  the  collection  of  the  vast  amount  of  rain  water 
that  yearly  flows  to  waste  would  be  constructed.  Agriculture  in  Persia  is 
everything. 

MuchInXn  to  KuchIn. — 2  days. 

"  The  country  between  Mashhad  and  Kuchan  is  not  one  that  demands  a 
very  lengthy  description.  Conceive  an  open  valley  30  miles  broad,  covered 
with  villages,  gardens,  orchards  and  fields  of  ripe,  or  ripening  grain  and  hem- 
med in  to  N.  and  S.  by  ranges  of  lofty  rocky  mountains.  Snow  lingers  on 
N.  slopes  of  southern  range  in  patches.  This  valley  runs  S.  E.  and  N.  W. 
With  its  fertility  the  most  fastidious  traveller  may  well  be  content,  albeit 
the  Nishapur  plain  is  reported  to  be  even  more  fertile.  As  we  rode  along 
we  saw  the  barley  reaped  and  collected  in  great  heaps  in  the  fields.  The 
wheat  is  just  ripening  for  the  sickle.  Among  other  products,  gram,  peas,  rice, 
melons,  cucumbers  and  a  great  variety  of  fruits  may  be  mentioned  as  the  prin- 
cipal ones.  The  heat  of  the  sun  by  day  is  great ;  nights  deliciously  cool ;  and 
in  the  thick  orchards  by  day  even  it  is  pleasant.  It  is  a  pity  to  see  miles  on 
miles  of  excellent  soil  lying  barren  for  want  of  water,  when  the  want  could 
be  supplied  at  the  cost  of  a  reasonable  amount  of  energy  and  money.  Kuchan 
suffers  much  from  earthquakes,  every  building  being  in  a  semi-ruinous  state. 

Population  about  10,000." 

A  detailed  account  of  this  route  is  in  Appendix* 


852 


Route  No.  256. 

Mashhad  to  Mary,  vid  Chacha. 
Authority.— Stewart  ;  DAtjD  Khan. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DlBTUf  01,  XV  XXLB8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUl. 


Description,  Jto. 


1.  GtJGKI 

2.  AmIsa'ba'd 


20 
27 


3.  ChXchI 

4.  KasI  ChXchX    ... 

6.  Kaxgali 
6.  Dashlalano 

7.   SHAfTLI 

8.  Kxrsjij  K£l£n    ... 

9.  Kala       KaushId 

KhAn. 


20 
19 

32 

30 

36 

(P)12 
10 


47 


67 
86 

118 

148 

184 

196 
206 


A  village. 

At  7  miles  pass  the  spring  of  Sanduk  Shikast, 
whence  is  a  road  to  Khaur.  The  rest  of  the 
road  is  very  bad  across  mountains.  Amirabad 
is  a  small  village. 

Road  fairly  good  for  camels.    Water  plentiful. 

Large  Turkoman  village.  Water  plentiful 
from  a  stream. 

A  halting  place  on  the  banks  of  the  Tajand, 
the  bed  of  which  is  here  200  yards  wide. 

A  stony  spot,  where,  in  spring,  water  is  torn* 
times  obtained. 


Wells  of  brackish  water. 


) 


Vide  Route  No.  257. 


Daud  Khan,  who  travelled  by  this  route  in  1672,  gives  the  following  account 
of  his  journey  :— 

Marv  is  60  leagues  f rom|Mashhad.  My  first  stage  was  Hana-G6sha,  2  leagues  from  the  city, 
and  thence  1  went  to  the  town  of  Tabadgan  Karawal-Khana,  Garmab,  the  demolished  sarai. 
Chacha,  a  village  in  Kalat,  Darband-i-Ch&cha,  the  desert  and  the  ruined  old  fort  of  Chacha, 
*  which  is  the  demarcation  line  between  the  Marv-Turkomans  and  Kalat.  All  these  places  an 
utterly  deserted  ;  no  person  lives  there,  but  water  is  found  in  them.  From  the  last-men- 
tioned place,  I  came  to  Karrah-Jangal,  and  then  travelled  along  the  bank  of  the  Tajand 
stream.  This  is  the  same  Herat  stream  which,  after  flowing  through  Sarakbs,  reach" 
Tajand.  Having  crossed  the  Tajand  stream,  I  encamped  one  night  in  the  Be-ab  desert.  All 
these  stages  contained  nothing  worthy  of  notice,  except  water  and  a  small  population,  as  th* 
road  passes  entirely  through  deserts  and  woods.  There  were,  however,  hills  between  Gar- 
mab and  Darband-i-Chacha.    No  stream  except  the  Tajand  was  found  on  the  way. 


Route  No.  257. 

Mashhad  to  Marv,  vid  Sabakhs. 
Authority.— Stewart. 


Staff  or  halting  place. 


DUTAVCB,  IV   MILBS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  Kazkak 


•  •• 


14 
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Routb  No.  257 — coutd. 
Mash  had  to  Marv,  via  Sarakhs — contd. 


8ta^«  or  halting  place. 


OisTAjrcx.  ix  xau. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ao. 


2.  Chah  Gumbaz    ... 

3.  M6zdabXk 


4.  Shcbukh 

5.  Hatiz      OB      QUM- 
BAZLI. 

6.  Kakdukli 

7.  Sabaxhs 

8.  Kax  Hauz 

9.  Ha6z-i-Kh£k     .. 


10.  Shutli  ob  KuchX 

KtJM. 

11.  Kunja  Kalan  ... 


12.   KaLA        KaUSHID 

Khan. 


16 
23 


13 
10 

13 

10 
16 

32 


23 


(P)19 


10 


30 
53 


66 

76 

89 

99 

115 

147 


170 


189 


199 


At  8  miles  pass  the  Tillage  of  Karabokah. 

At  9  miles  pans  the  large  ruined  oaravanearai 
of  Kubat  Mahi.  Muzdarau  is  a  Persian  fort 
garrisoned  by  a  company. 

Cross  a  mountain  pass.  At  Shurukh  is  a  spring 
of  brackish  water. 

Water  in  spring  season. 


Water  in  spring  season. 

The  fort  is  1,000  yards  from  the  Tajand. 

Cross  the  river  close  to  the  fort  at  Kal  Hani. 
Water  is  found  only  after  rain. 

Water  in  the  spring,  but  not  at  other  seasons. 
At  Sh6r  Kal  a,  3  miles  off,  water  always  obtainable 
from  a  brackish  spring.  Road  hard  and  good 
for  camels. 

Road  over  much  sand.  Water  from  shallow 
wells,  but  brackish. 

At  7  miles  pass  Dasht  Rub&t  an  old  stone 
caravanparai.  No  water.  Kunju  KalAn  is  a  large 
place.    Water  from  a  canal  from  the  Murghab. 

Through  an  inhabited  country  and  cross  the 
Murghab  by  a  wooden  bridge. 


Route  No.  258. 

Mashhad  to  Marv,  vid  M^zdaran  and  NAmtJzlBlD, 
Authority — db  Blocqueville. 


Stage  or  baiting  plaot. 


DlSTAJTCX,  IV  MILK*. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  fto. 


1.  Kala  Yah*tdi 


M.  de  Blocqueville,  a  Frenoh  photographer, 
accompanied  a  Persian  expedition  against  the 
Turkomans  of  Merv  in  I860.  On  the  1 9th  May 
1860,  the  troops  inarched  to  Kala  Yahndi,  3 


46 
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Route  No.  258 — contd. 
Mashhad  to  iforv,  via  Muzdardn  to  Nauriizdbad—contA. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DiaTAjrci,  nr  mi.it. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


leagues  from  Mashhad  on  the  road  to  the  valley  of  Akdarband.  Water  and  forage  obtainable. 
The  army  was  here  divided  into  two  corps.  M.  de  Blocqueville  accompanied  the  first  column, 
which  marched  in  the  direction  of  the  Akdarband  valley,  through  which  the  Pol-ehai  flc — 
Water  very  bad.    This  river  flows  E.  and  falls  into  the  Tajand  or  Herat  River. 


2.  Kababagh 


••• 


ruins  and  uninhabited. 
3.  ChahAb   Gumbaz 


4.    MCZDABAN 


••• 


shorter  road  than  that  through  Nauruzabad. 


6.  Ak-Dabband 


Following  its  course,  the  troops  passed  Kara- 
bagh  village,  surrounded  by  strong  walls  to 
protect  it  against  the  Turkomans,  and  a  little 
farther  another  village  of  the  same  kind,  but  in 


The  next  places  mentioned  are  Chah&r  Gnmbez. 
or  "  4  domes,"  ruins  close  to  the  stream. 

Muzdnran,  a  fort  on  the  summit  of  a  mountain 
and  visible  from  the  banks  of  the  river.  It 
guards  the  mountain  pass  againrt  the  Turko- 
mans.    Sarakhs  is  reached  from  this  point   by  a 


Ak-Darband  guards  both  the  mountain 
and  the  passage  of  the  river  flowing  between 
scarped  banks.  The  fort  was  held  by  40  or  50 
men,  with  two  cannon.     It  was  later  abandoned 

and  replaced  by  the  fort  of  Shurjah,  with  a  garrison  of  200  men.    The  river  bank 

grown  with  reeds,  which  had  to  be  fired. 


was  over- 


6.  Sh£hj£h 

7.  Naub6zXbXd 


At  Shurjah  the  column  took  a  mountain  road 
to  NaumzAbad,  a  fort  with  200  men,  at  the  en- 
trance to  the  plain  of  Sarakhs,  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Tajand  River.  Tl.is  fort  must  be  consi. 
dered  as  marking  the  limits  of  the  province  of  Khurasan,  as  the  fortress  of  Sarakhs,  although 
belonging  to  the  Persians,  does  not  give  them  possession  of  territory  which  they  cannot 
cultivate,  and  on  which  the  garrison  sets  foot  only  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  wood  and  grass. 
On  the  1st  June,  the  column  reached  Sarband,  where  it  encamped,  distance  120  miles  from 
Mashhad.  Here  the  troops  were  employed  in  constructing  a  clam  on  the  Tajand,  a  branch  of 
which  had  flowed  in  a  northerly  direction,  and  had  even  reached  Kacha  Ku*m  by  means  of 
canals,  after  watering  ancient  Sarakhs.  Modem  Sarakhs  was  built  by  the  Persians  in  about 
I860,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  ditch  and  by  high  walla,  with  some  towers  armed  with  cannon. 
The  second  column  of  the  expedition  joined  on  the  7th  April,  and  on  the  14th,  the  united  force 
forded  the  Tajand.     After  several  short  but  fatiguing  marches  through  a  sandy  desert,  cover* 


8.   KlBKTBPB      (FORTY 

bills). 


ed  with  a  crust  of  salt  ankle  deep,  the  expedi* 
tion  reached  Kirktepe  on  the  28th  J  une.  The 
advance  was  made  in  the  greatest  disorder,  aod 
the  quantity  of  baggsge  was  immense.  Provi- 
sions for  three  months  were  carried  on  mules  and  camels.  The  camp  was  raised  on  the  2nd 
Jnly,  after  taking  in  a  supply  of  water ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  next  day  the  head  of  the 


9.  Kacha  K6m 


drove  awav  15  camels. 


column  reached  Kacha  Kum.  Koad  sandy ; 
heat  extreme.  Tro*  p«  tuffered  dreadfully  from 
want  of  water.  The  Turkomans  harassed  the 
column  on  all  sides,  killed  a  few  men,  and 
On  the  6th  July  the  camp  was  established  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
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Route  No.  258 — cone  Id. 
Mast  had  to  Marv,  via  Muzdardn  to  Nautizdbdd — concld. 


8taf»  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAJTCK.  Of  KILVS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUl. 


Description,  Ac. 


10.  McbgHab   Ritbb         ...  ...  Murghib  River,  opposite  an  intrenchment  of 

tbe  Tekes.  On  the  next  day  the  camp  was  moved 
closer  to  that  of  the  enemy.  In  tnib  position 
the  troops   remained   3  days,  seizins:  as    much 

of  the  harvest  as  they  could.    M.  de  Blocqneville  considers  that  a  great  mistake  was  made  in 

11.  Maby  ...        deciding  to  reach  the  walls  of  Marv.    Although 

the  distance  was  only  24  miles,  it  took  the 
troops  9  days  to  reach  thai  place,  through  a 
country  cut  up  by  canals,  almost  under  water, 

and  very  difficult  of  access.    Marv  was  reached  on  the  29th  July  I860,  or  really  2  months 
after  leaving  Mash  had. 


Route  No.  259. 

Mashhad  to  Sarakhs,  vid  the  Ak-Darband  Pass  and  Naur(jzXbad. 
Authority. — MacGregor,  Thomson. 


BUfe  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAJTOB.  Ut  KIX.U. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  GHU8KAN 


2.  SHiDfCHiH 


12 


13J 


12 


26* 


The  road  leads  over  open  country,  and  is  quite 
easy,  with  villages  and  cultivation  ;  village, 
water,  supplies ;  cross  Mashhad  River,  and  that 
from  Turuh. 


The  road  is  quite  £ood  all  the  way.  At  1  mile 
pass  Chilagai  off  right ;  at  4  miles  Karabakar. 
Then  over  undulations  to  river,  which  cross  at 
Nazirian  at  9  miles.  Then  ascend  over  ridge  to 
Langarak,  which  pass  at  10  miles ;  thence  continue  on  right  of  valley  over  low  undulating 
spurs.    At  12  miles  Kilfch&bud,  and  13  miles  Shadichah  village.    Water,  supplies. 

3.  Uid6g£h  ...  16  4l£     The  road  ascends  ridge  on  left  of  valley  for  1J 

mile* t ;  then  goes  up  over  bed  for  2  miles,  where 
crossing,  it  takes  to  the  ridge  and  goes  over  it 
f or  1  mile ;  then  descends  1  mile  to  the  valley  of 
tbe  Ab-i-Mashhad,  when  it  goes  down  its  right  bank  through  open  ground,  passing  the  ruined 
"  hauz"  o!  Char-Uuuibaz  at  7  J  miles,  and  liubat  Mai  at  12  miles,  and  so  in  at  16.  Water 
brackish.    Fuel  and  forage  plentiful.     No  supplies.    Road  quite  good. 


4  Shvbjak 


21 


62$ 


The  road  leads  down  valley  the  whole  way, 
occasionally  leaving  it  to  cross  low  spurs  which 
impinge  on  the  river.  At  8  miles  pass  Bakbaku  ; 
at  13  miles  desceud  to  bed  and  cross  to  the  left 
bank;  then  over  open  for  1  mile ;  then  across  two  low  spurs  to  small  valley  in  16  miles.  Thence 
*  low  pass  is  crossed  and  the  road  descends  at  18  miles  to  Ak-Darband ;  road  on  quite  easy, 
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Route  No.  259 — contd. 
Maskhad  to  Sarakhs,  via  the  Ak-Darband  Pass  and  Nauruzdbdd  — contd. 


6Ugt  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTAJTCB,  »  VXLBS. 


Interna 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


and  descends  orer  easy  undulations, 
and  forage  plentiful. 

6.  NaUBGzABAD        ...  24 


Water  brackish.     Spring  2  miles  np  the  defile.    Fuel 


6.  Sarakhs 


86J     The  road  goes  first  over  a  low  dip  in  Maz'la- 
ran  range;  then   over  undulating  hills.      This 
place  is  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tajand,  and  is  a 
small  fort.     Water,  fuel,  forage  procurable. 
10  96J     The  road  is  over  an  open  plain.     Many  ruins 

are  passed.    Here  are  no  supplies,  except  what 
belongs  to  the    garrison.     Water,  fuel,   forage 
rery  plentiful,  but  vicinity  dangerous  on  account 
of  Turkomans. 

Ronald  Thomson  makes  it  107  miles.     His  account  is  given  below ;— 


1.  Kala  Yah*jdi 

* .  ■ 

10J 

10* 

Good  pasture  in  spring. 

2.  KanabIst 

•  •  • 

5 

16* 

50^ 

, 

3.  GhuskIv 

4.  Chitaki 

••• 
... 

5 
3| 

20J 
24 

75 
16 

f  Horsetnen  hen* 

6.  Kababaka* 

... 

2 

26 

30, 

6.  NXzibia 

... 

2 

28 

A  small  fort. 

7.  InItatIbXd 

«• . 

3* 

31* 

20  horsemen— a  small  fort. 

8.  SBLADfCHAH 

..  • 

a 

36J 

40        „            tt            M 

0.  SiahbXla 

•  • . 

2 

88* 

A  small  fort ;  8  shamkalchis  and  15  horsemea. 

10.  Kamzabd 

11.  KfCHAB 

••  • 
•** 

3* 
2 

42 
44 

>  Mixed  fort. 

12.  ChabXb   GUHBAJE 
18.  BubXt  Mist     ... 

6 

*7J 
65i 

(Mixed  fort. 

14.  BakbIxu 

••• 

7 

02* 

Good  mud  fort. 

16.  Ax-Dabbaitd 

••» 

6 

70* 

6  horsemen  ;  6  shamkalchis. 

16.  Satiatix 

••• 

8 

78} 

17.  Pasx  Kama* 

ia  PUL-I^KHiTtTl 

••• 

f... 

7 
Si 

85i 
89 

(Men  in  a  tower. 
10  ) 

19.  Nattb^zabad 

■•• 

6 

97 

• 

100  forts ;  20  shamkulchis. 

20.  Sabavhs 

... 

i 

,0 

107  1 

857 


Route  No.  259 — concld. 
Mashhad  to  Saraihs,  via  the  Ak-Darband  Past  and  Nauruzdbdd — concld. 


Stag*  «r  halting  plaet. 


DiiTAiroi,  nr  xxua. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


Thomson's  route  does  not  cross  the  Ak-Darband  Pass,  but  goes  £.  to  the 
Hari-Biid  at  Pul-i-Khatun. 

Condie  Stephen's  map  makes  it  about  18  miles  to  Nauruz&bad  from  Pul-i- 
Khatun  and  another  18  miles  on  to  Sarakhs.  This  is  more  reliable  than  the 
itineraries  quoted  above. 


Route  No.  260. 

Mashhad  to  Saeakhs,  vid  MuzdarIk. 
Authority.— Napiku  ;  MacGrbgoiu 


DiarjjrcH,  xv  milu. 

Stag*  or  halting  pl*««. 

Intense- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  4a 

1.  GOT8KAJT     OB 

Kozotrir 

2.  Majovai 

3.  muzdabaji 

4.  Haeathb 

12 

16 
27 

86 

12 
28 

91 

The  road  leads  over  open  country,  and  is  quite 
easy,  with  villages  and  cultivation.      Village. 
Water.     Supplies.    Cross  Mashhad  River,  and 
that  from  Turuh. 

The  road  is  quite  good,  over  easy  undulating 
ground.    Village.    Water.     Supplies. 

The  road  leads  under  the  hills,  crossing  low 
easy  spurs.    Village.    Water.     Supplies. 

The  road  crosses  the  Ktih  Muzdar&n  by  a  very 
steep  difficult  pass,  which  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  force,  and  then  goes  straight  across  the 
desert,  with  no  water  for  the  last  24  miles. 

Napier  makes  it  two  stages  to  Muzdaran,  viz.,  Kanagusha,  13  miles; 
Muzdaran,  40.  Total  53  instead  of  55.  His  account  of  the  road  is  as 
follows  :— 

Plain  £.  N.  E.  from  Mashhad.  Plain  as  far  as  Kashaf  Rtfd,  at  21  miles,  fordable ;  water 
said  to  be  brackish  lower.  Thenoe  over  undulating  ground  on  hill  skirts,  along  N.  bank. 
I'Uin  to  8.  hieh,  undulating,  fertile  in  parts  without  any  population,  known  a«  Dasht-i- 
Pusht-i-Kun-Cj&m,  being  bounded  on  the  S.  by  ridges  lining  the  Jam  stream.  Muzdaran 
ha»  neferal  watch-towers,  held  by  (nominally)  50  foot  and  60  hone. 
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Route  No.  261. 

Mashhad  to  Sarakhs,  via  Khaur  and  ChIcha. 
Authority. — Napier;  MacGrkgor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAVCB,  XV  VILBB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  KLskotvRk 

2.  FobonId  ob  Gujtfi 


8.  Khaur 


••• 


15 
10.2 


25-4 


Total. 


Description.  Ac 


16 

26-21 


60-6 


Plain.    £.  N.  E.  from  Mashhad. 

Large  villages  in    the  Tabat  Khfin    Baluk. 
Road  through  low  hills. 


Across  a    high  ridge  of  the  Telcka    Kbina 
mountain  by  a  road  over  which  it  is  said  guns 
have  been  taken.    Accounts  as  to  the  road  differ, 
but  it  is  probably  very  rough  and  bad,  and  the 
light  guns  certainly  taken  to  Tajand  must  have  been  transported  by  hand. 

Note. — From  the  summit  of  the  Karadigh  mountain  a  good  view  is  obtained  of  the  whole 
Khaur  route,  and  a  more  impassable-looking  country  for  wheelB  it  would  be  difficult  to  find. 
Khaur  is  a  large  village  lying  on  the  N.  side  of  the  ridge,  at  the  head  of  the  Chichi  valley. 

From  Khaur  to  Kalit  is  9  farsahks  (38 J  miles)  N.  and  W.  over  a  very  rough  country, 
passing  the  village  of  Zu  and  Karatagin,  lately  re-peopled. 


4.  ChXcha* 


67-6 


Down  a  deep  valley  shut  in  by  high  spurs  of 
the  Tekka  Khina.  The  descent  in  the  16  miles 
is  not  less  than  6,000  feet 


Chichi  lies  within  the  outer  range  of  hills, 
and  is  now  a  large  village  of  100  house*  with 
fine  crops  of  rice  and  wheat ;  it  was  re-occupied  only  last  year.  A  fine  stream  waters  it.  Tajand 
lies  \0far$akh*  (40  miles)  N.  N.  W.  across  a  barren  plain.  It  was  till  2  or  3  years 
ago  occupied  by  Turkomans  from  Marv. 


6.  8ABAKH8 


34 


101-6 


Following  the  stream  84  miles  to  Kara  Chic  b  a 
a  village  in  the  plain,  also  lately  occupied,  and 
25}  miles  £.  to  Sarakhs,  across  a  barren  plain. 

Note. — Between  Khaur  and  Akdarband  there  are  a  few  paths  practicable  for  mounted  men, 
hut  very  difficult.    These  are,  or  ought  to  be,  held  by  small  posts.    No  laden  animals 


MacGregor  only  makes  it  48  miles  as  far  as  Chachi.     His  account  is  as 

follows : — 


L  Tabat  Ka* 


2.  Jib 


21 


21 


3.  AuinlBlD 


4.  ChIcha 


t.» 


10 


10 


28 


38 


48 


The  road  goes  to  Kinigtisha,  7  miles  over 
valley,  and  then  about  a  mile  from  Kinigfeha 
through  the  defile  Darband  Zau  Khtini,  a  short 
way,  and  through  cultivation. 

The  road  ascends  with  a  difficult  incline,  but  is 
practicable  for  guns,  being  the  road  used  always 
for  this  purpose  ;  thence  the  road  descends  to 
Ab  Qarm,  where  there  is  water  and  an  old  rubat 
of  Shih  Abbas.   Fuel  and  forage  in  plenty. 

The  road  is  very  bad  and  difficult,  but  practi- 
cable for  guns,  over  hills  and  through  defiles. 

The  road  goes  down  the  bed  of  the  river,  and 
is  good. 


859 

Route  No.  261  a. 

Mashhad  to  Tirpul. 

Top  special  correspondent  of  the  Pioneer,  under  date  2£nd  April  1885,  gives 
the  following  stages  between  the  Boundary  Commission  ("amp  at  Tirpul 
ami  Mashhad,  as  traversed  by  him  between  18th  and  22nd  April  lb8o  : — 


Tirpul  to  Karez 
Tiirbat-i-Shaikh  Jam 
Khairabad 
FaraimAn 
Mashhad 


••• 


••• 


••• 


»•• 


••• 


Milei. 

27 

35 

28 

32 

46 


In  consequence  of  the  abnormally  severe  weather  between  the  20th 
March  and  bth  April,  the  rivers  became  very  much  swollen  and 
fordable  with  difficulty,  and  the  roads  were  knee-deep  in  mud. 

Even  on  18th  April,  when  leaving  Tirpul,  "  the  roads  were  still  in  places 
mere  broad  running  streams,  and  the  soil  a  great  quagmire,  in 
which  our  horses  frequently  sank  above  their  hocks,  and  could  not 
extricate  themselves  until  the  rider  dismounted."  In  fact  an 
immense  amount  of  damage  was  done  to  houses  and  property.  All 
this  shows  how  military  movements  on  this  line  would  be  seriously 
inconvenienced  by  periodical  bursts  of  bad  weather. 

Regarding  the  route,  he  further  remarks  generally :  "  It  traverses  a 
broad  valley,  in  most  places  cultivable,  but  in  few  places  cultivated. 
On  either  side,  i.e.,  N.  and  S.,  it  is  bounded  by  high  ranges  of 
hills  still  capped  with  the  snow  that  fell  a  fortnight  ago. 

"  Many  streams  and  rivulets  are  crossed,  now  full  of  water  from  the 
melting  snows,  but  soon  to  become  dry.  Every  10  or  12  miles 
one  of  the  fine  old  brick  caravansarais  built  by  Shah  Abbas  is 
passed.  Now  their  roofs  have  fallen  in,  their  walls  are  fissured 
and  tottering,  and  chambers  choked  with  debris. 

"  The  many  capacious  domed  tanks  are  in  a  like  ruinous  state.  Occa- 
sionally one  passes  a  village  whose  orchards,  gardens  and  culti- 
vated fields  relieve  the  general  air  of  desertion  that  pervades  the 
country.  Here  and  there  stand  loopholed  towers,  relics  of  the 
now  bygone  era  of  Turkomans." 


Route  No.  262. 

Mashhad  to  TihrIk. 


DtBTUTCK.  IV  MUSS. 


Stafft  or  halting  place. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  J£fiOH6ltK 


20 


20 


Route  N.  W.  N.  across  the  great  plain.  The 
Dih  -Rud  range  of  hills,  and  the  two  promi- 
nent projections  called  Kuh  Nnkra  and  Kiih 
Tila,  are  to  the  left  of  the  road  about  2  miles. 
Craning  the  plain  to  our  right  front  was  a  long  line  of  12  or  14  round  towers;  they  are 
built  over  water-mills  on  the  stream  from  the  Dih  Rtid  river  to  Mashhad. 
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Route  No.  262 — contd, 
Mashhad  to  Tihrdn — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dismrcx,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  Ac. 


In  one  honr  and  15  minutes  we  parsed  Hauz-i-Rnbat,  a  reservoir  and  bathing-place.  Be- 
yond this  the  road  approaches  the  hills  on  left.  In  30  minutes  we  came  to  the  de«?rL«d  f«>r* 
of  Pa-i-Chinar,  and  \  a  mile  or  so  due  S.  saw  the  village  of  Pa-i-Dara.  In  30  minn** 
more  over  slaty  gravel  alon_r  the  course  of  a  wide  and  shallow  water-run,  passing  the  fortified 
villages  of  Wakflabad  and  Kasimabad.  A  mile  or  two  to  the  right  we  reached  the  foot  of  a 
granite  ridge  called  "  Tappasalara,"  and  in  a  five  minutes'  ascent  over  a  rough  and  rocky  path 
reached  the  Kotal  or  "  Gudar-i-Torbaraz."  From  this  due  W.  crossing  a  email  plateau  and 
descended  into  the  deep  and  wide  gully  of  the  Dfh  Kud  river.  Crossing  the  stream,  we  ro+ 
to  the  upland  plateau  on  its  opposite  bank.  Here  the  road  turns  a  little  to  the  left  and  enVr* 
an  avenue  of  mulberry  trees,  a  little  beyond  an  dbamhdr.  To  the  left  of  the  avenue,  on  t\* 
edge  of  the  Dfh  Rud  gully,  stands  the  village  of  Gulist&n,  gardens  and  cornfields.  On  a 
hill  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  are  the  ruins  of  a  castle  called  His&r,  and,  beyond,  a 
Tillage  of  the  same  name.  We  reached  Gulistan  in  40  minutes  from  the  **  Tappasalam  ;**  here 
the  road  turns  S.  S.  W.  up  a  very  long  and  winding  lane  to  Targobeh,  which  we  rearhrd 
in  30  minutes.  This  is  nothing  but  a  long  winding  street  in  the  midst  of  plantation*. 
Beyond,  the  path  is  very  narrow  and  broken,  and  leads  np  the  winding  course  of  a  rapd 
hill  torrent,  which  we  crossed  some  30  times.  In  one  hour  from  Targobeh  we  reach*! 
JAhghurk,  on  the  bank  of  the  torrent. 

This  route  is  impracticable  for  camels,  so  our  baggage  was  sent  from  Mashhad  by  Sharif- 
ab&d  to  Nishapur. 

Jahghtirk  is  4,650'  above  the  sea  and  1,460'  above  Mashhad.  Climate  damp,  and  in  winter 
rigorous. 


2.  Dm  R<JD  ...  24  44       Route  8.  W.  np  the  source  of  the  Jah^hurfc 

rivulet,   winding  through  orchards  and  poplar 
plantations. 

In  32  minutes  we  came  to  a  fork  of  the  stmm. 
formed  by  a  great  round  hill.  Our  route  follow- 
ed the  stream  to  the  right.  In  40  minutes  more  we  clean*!  the  orchards.  Ac,  and  continual 
ascending,  crossing  the  stream  frequently.  As  the  road  ascends,  the  defile  becomes  very  dwp 
and  narrow.  In  one  hour  and  25  minutes  more  w»»  came  to  the  Pa-i-Gudar  sarai,  at  the  f^t 
of  a  great  bluff  where  the  defile  branches  to  the  right  and  left.  Through  each  there  t»  a  path 
up  to  the  Kotal  Niahapdr,  but  that  to  the  right  is  only  practicable  for  footmen.  EI«to  ;*  i 
at  sarai  6,910'  above  the  sea.  Following  the  defile  to  the  left,  we  proceeded  S  over  a  nv*« 
of  snow  blocking  the  gorge,  and  turning' W.  dismounted  and  climbed  up  the  steep  hUltiiV  t>r 
a  fairly  good  path,  and  reached  the  summit  of  the  hill  in  one  hour  and  fire  minutes.  Klr«- 
tion  9,400'  above  the  sea. 

The  ridge  runs  N.  and  S.,  and  has  a  broad  summit  covered  with  fields  of  snow,  arroM 
which  the  path  leads. 

The  descent  is  due  W.  by  a  very  steep  and  stony  path  down  into  a  deep  and  dark  ik fitr# 
In  20  minutes  we  reached  the  Rubat-i-Dih  Rud.  Small  springs  here.  Elevation  WW 
above  sea. 

From  this  the  route  follows  the  defile  S.  W.  by  a  very  steep  and  stony  path,  throng, 
a  narrow  gorge  choked  with  snow.  In  58  minutes  we  came  to  the  spot  where  a  bmt*+ 
defile  from  the  right  joins  our  route  with  its  own  stream,  and  beyond  this  point  the  enl  «rj  <2 
stream  flows  in  a  wider  gully.  Road  everywhere  verv  rough  and  stony,  and  onlv  pa**»:u 
in  summer  months.  In  30  minutes  from  this  we  reached  the  vineyards  and  orchards  of  P'w 
RtSd,  and  in  20  minutes  more  arrived  in  the  village.  On  reaching  the  gardens  the  road  tun* 
to  the  right  out  of  the  defile.  Elevation  5,300*.  The  village  contains  500  houses  but  nvt 
of  them  are  empty.  There  are  not  more  than  60  families  in  the  place.  Our  light  Dajrmr** 
carried  on  mules,  though  started  from  Jahghdrk  at  740  a.m.,  did  not  arrive  until  10  tm. 
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3.  Nish£p6b 


k'tween  low  mounds  to 


22 


66 


Route  W.,  diverging  to  the  right  from  the  Dih 
Rud  rivulet,  dowu  a  gravelly  hill-skirt  to  the 
Nishapur  plain.  In  one  hour,  passing  the  village 
of  Pushtfardsh,  a  little  to  the  left,  we  descended 
the  plain,  and  then  going  W.  N.  W.,  in  40  minutes  more  passed  the 
Kadanigah  village  to  the  left,  and  30  minutes  later  the  dbambdr  and  village  of  Ardaghich,  a 
little  to  the  left,  and  in  one  hour  and  five  minutes  more  reached  Abbasab&d,  a  little  to  the 
left  of  road. 

On  our  route  from  Kadamgah  we  passed  the  following  villages  on  the  right:  Khawar, 
Burj  Miran,  Dasht,  Bijan  and  Ayik.  To  the  S.  and  W.  the  plain  is  everywhere  dotted  with 
villages  and  gardens. 

Proceeding  from  Abbasabad,  we  in  30  minutes  passed  Shahabad,  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  beyond  this  we  passed  several  graveyards  and  hamlets,  and  in  one  hour  more  arrived  at 
Nishapur  (q.  v.). 

Road  throughout  good,  and  everywhere  along  rich  corn  crops  and  excellent  pasture. 


4.  ZamihIbXd 


16 


82 


Route  W.  S.  W.  over  the  plain  by  a  good, 
easy  road;  en  route  passed  many  square  little 
forts  on  either  hand ;  each  contains  some  60  or 
60  houses  and  surrounded  by  corn-fields.  In  2 
hours  and  12  minutes  we  came  to  the  ruins  of  the  Hasan&bad  village,  and  beyond,  passing  over 
a  loose  soil  white  with  salines,  we  in  one  hour  arrived  at  a  muddy  stream,  which  we  crossed 
bv  a  good  brick' and  mortar  bridge,  and  then  passing  over  a  moist,  slippery,  saline  tract  of 
clay,  in  25  minutes  reached  Zaminab&d,  a  fortified  village  of  80  houses,  surrounded  by  corn- 
fields.   Water  brackish  from  karez  streams. 


5.  Sh6e1b 


••• 


9 


In  1J  hours,  after  crossing  a 
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Route  W.  N.  W.,  by  a  good  tract  over  a 
gently  rising  pasture  tract,  called  Dasht-i-Garm&b, 
on  to  an  uneven  ridgy  hill-skirt  towards  the 
Garmab  range  of  hills, 
ridgy  undulating  tract,  and  leaving  the  little  Zarvand  forts 
in  a  nook  to  the  right  of  our  course,  we  descended  into  a  small  hollow,  and  crossing  its  moist 
ftaudv  ravine  rose  on  to  other  ridges.  Beyond  this  passing  over  a  broken  country  with  hills 
on  either  side,we  descended  into  a  second  hollow  ana  came  to  Sh6rdb.  Time  from  ravine  25 
minutes.  Sh6r£b  is  a  fortified  village  of  60  houses  on  the  edge  of  a  ravine.  There  is  a 
post-house  here,  and  an  excellent  new  dbambdr  near  a  large  sarai  in  course  of  erection. 


6.  ZlPABiKf 


•  •* 
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Route  nearly  due  W.,  over  very  uneven  ground 
and  crossing  numerous  little  drainage  gullies. 
In  1  hour  and  20  minutes  reached  a  low  water- 
shed ;  a  few  deserted  huts  here  on  the  left  of  the 
road.  From  this  the  road  descends  along  the  course  of  a  moist  and  gravelly  ravine,  and  in 
55  minutes  we  turned  out  of  the  ravine  to  the  left  at  the  sarai  Kaladar,  where  is  a  village  of 
60  houses  near  some  good  springs  of  fresh  water.  Village  is  called  Sangi.  From  the  sarai 
we  proceeded  due  W.  down  a  hill-skirt  on  to  the  plain  of  Sabzawar.  In  one  hour  we  passed 
an  dbambdr,  and  in  1  hour  and  5  minutes  more  reached  Zafarani,  a  walled  village  of  120 
houses.    A  good  sarai  and  post-house. 


7.  SabzawXb 


24 


133 


Route  due  W.  across  the  plain.  The  surface 
undulates  gently.    The  soil  is  firm  and  gravelly. 

In  1  hour  and  10  minutes  we  passed  an  dbam- 
bdr, and  a  little  way  off  to  the  left  two  little 
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village  forts,  and  in  46  minutes  more  came  to  Rubat  and  adjoining  Tillage  of  Sarpofthfd*. 
In  45  minutes  beyond  this  we  passed  Julen  sarai,  and  in  10  minutes  more  came  to  the  Julen 
village  ;  near  it  are  two  large  ponds  fed  by  karez  streams,  and  a  wide  extent  of  oorn-fieldt. 
In  10  minutes  more  we  passed  Zaidabad,  and  in  another  30  minutes  Nazlab&L  About  6 
miles  due  N.  of  this  is  the  village  of  Khairabad. 

Onwards  from  Nazlabad  we  came  in  20  minutes  to  Z'uninju,  and  in  20  minntes  more  to 
Beghan,  and  again  in  15  minutes  to  Dalan,  all  on  the  left  of  the  road,  to  the  right  of  Ualaa. 
At  2  miles  from  the  road  is  the  village  of  Benani.  Further  on,  passing  corn-fields  and  kartz 
streams,  we  reached  Sabzawar  in  1  hour  and  8  minutes. 

Sabzawar  is  a  fortified  town,  and  contains  about  2,000  houses,  but  only  about  half  of  than 
are  occupied,  owing  to  losses  by  the  famine. 


8.  Mihb 


»«» 
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Road  good,  clue  W„  through  an  unint*rnip>d 
shoot  of  corn-fields  for  2  miles.     In   60  minnt.-s 
we  came  to  the  Abviiri  vilhge  and  garden*,  and 
a  little  farther  on  to  the  Mill  KhdsrudiinL 
This  is  a  lofty  minar  standing  in  the  midst  of  corn-fields  to  the  right  of  the  road. 
In  1  hour  and  ] 3  minutes  beyond  the  minar,  we  came  to  the   l'ir-i-Stir  dbambdr  and 
village,   rich   with  gardens  and  crops,  and  beyond  this,  trarersed  a  bare  uncultivated  plain 
of  coarse  gravelly  soil.    In  1  hour  and  45  minutes  from  Pfr-i-Stircame  to  an  dbambdr. 

Here  the  road  divides  into  two  branches,  one  goes  W.S.W.,  to  Nameh,  and  a  sncee*oa 
of  forts  along  the  edge  of  the  desert;  the  other  goes  W.N. W.,  up  a  gentle  slope,  to  t ;.«? 
village  of  Biwad.  We  took  this  route  and  in  1  hour  reached  the  village;  from  it  t!«« 
Nameh  fort  bears  due  S.  at  3  or  4  miles. 

From  this  the  route  is  due  W.,  over  an  undulating  tract,  skirting  the  hills  to  ov  vi^L:, 
which  are  bare  and  rugged ;  the  soil  is  coarse  gravel,  almost  bare  of  vegetation. 

In  1  hour  and  40  minutes  we  came  to  an  dbambdr  and  pond,  and  in  1  hour  and  5  minute* 
we  arrived  at  Mihr,  200  houses. 

There  is  a  good  sarai  here,  and  a  large  extent  of  corn-fields. 


9.  MazInIn 


20 
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Route  due  W.,  down  a  gentle  slope,  with  liirV 
hills  to  the  right.  Road  good  ;  soil  firm  sas*l  aoti 
gravel.  Surface  bare  of  vegetation. 
In  1  hour  and  5  minutes  came  to  Sddkhar.  T.»» 
road  passes  through  the  village,  and  beyond  it  crosses  a  hi  11 -skirt  sloping  up  to  the  *Io«>»» 
or  Jaghatai  hills,  about  4  miles  to  the  right,  and  down  to  the  desert,  about  6  miles  to  tH*  left 
In  1  hour  and  10  minutes  we  crossed  a  good  karez  stream  (the  only  water  on  the  nn! 
between  Mihr  and  Mazfnan),  and  farther  on,  leaving  the  DuwarzAn  village  and  garden*  *» 
the  foot  of  the  hills  to  the  right,  in  2  hours  and  15  minutes  arrived  at  Mazinan,  on  the  edge 

of  the  desert. 

Ddrwarz&n  is  protected  by  a  double  row  of  Turkman  towers  in  a  semi -circle  toward*  thr 
plain.  To  the  8.  of  the  village  the  country  slopes  to  the  salt  desert;  on  the  edee  of  t>  .* 
are  a  number  of  vilWe  forts  and  Turkman  towers.  These  village  forts  are  all  des*rt*d 
now,  owing  to  the  failure  of  water. 

There  is  a  good  new  sarai  at  Mazfnan.     Water  from  a  fall  karez. 


10.  AbbAsabad 


For  the  first  few  mi 
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Route  at  first  N.  through  Muhamarl414J 
ruins,  on  to  the  corn-fields  of  Kakhk,  th««o  N 
by  W.  to  N.  W.,  skirting  hills  on  the  right  i&i 
the  od«*e  of  the  desert  on  the  left, 
es  therofld  leads  across  a  humid,  slippery,  and  saline  tract,  curered  wit!, 
dwarf  mimosa,  camel -thorn,  and  reeds,  and  gradually  widens  round  to  tbe  mll-<kirt.  Iirrr  nl 
firm  clay.  In  two  hours  and  45  minutes  we  came  to  an  dbambdr,  and  beyond  this,  betiding 
round  to  the  west,  in  40  minutes  reached  the  Sadarabad  sarai. 
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There  is  a  good  dbambdr  here  and  a  fortified  hamlet  opposite  the  sarai ;  it  contains  30 
houses,  hat  only  7  inhabitants. 

Formerly  from  15,000  to  20,000  pilgrims  used  to  pass  this  way  annually,  hut  during 
the  past  three  years  hut  few  have  come.  There  is  no  cultivation  here,  nor  are  any  supplies 
procurable.    Our  escort  carry  their  food  with  them. 

Sadarabad  is  a  new  and  capacious  sarai.  Beyond  this  the  road  goes  W.  by  S.  across  a 
desert  tract  of  light  sand  and  clay, hare  of  vegetation. 

In  90  minutes  we  came  to  Pul  Abrasham.  This  is  a  very  ancient  and  decayed  brick-bridge 
of  a  single  high  arch  across  the  Kal  Abrasham,  a  good  stream  of  clear,  fresh  water  on  a 
sandy  bottom,  which  is  easily  forded.  To  the  X.  of  the  bridge,  where  we  crossed,  the  coun- 
try is  very  broken  and  ravine-cut,  and  overrun  by  hills  ;  to  the  8.  it  spreads  out  in  a  vast 
desert,  white  with  salts.  Beyond  this  the  road  leads  over  some  low  slaty  ridges  and  then 
crosses  a  wide  stony  hollow  to  Abbasabad. 

In  1  hour  and  10  minutes  we  came  to  a  collection  of  three  or  four  springs  in  a  hollow  to 
the  right,  and  in  45  minutes  more  arrived  at  Abbasabad.  Good  karez  streams ;  but  very 
little  corn  cultivation.  * 


11.   MlABDJAHT 
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Route  westerly.  From  Abl>as£bad  we  skirted 
the  desert  for  a  short  distance,  and  then  entered 
on  a  very  rough  hill-skirt  of  low  slaty  ridges. 
In  1  hour  and  20  minutes  we  entered  the  Dahna 
AJ  Hak  between  rugged  hills.  The  defile  wiuds  by  an  easy  ascent  between  close-set  hills  of  no 
great  height. 

We  cleared  the  pass  in  25  minutes,  and  in  5  minutes  more  came  to  the  Al  Hak  sarai,  which 
is  fast  going  to  ruin.  There  is  a  small  village  here  of  50  houses,  but  it  only  contains  a  few 
families;  around  it  are  a  few  mulberry  trees, and  there  is  a  good  little  karez  close  by.  Be- 
yond this  the  road  goes  over  an  open  but  very  broken  country.  In  35  minutes  we  etme  to  a 
jumdl  gap  in  a  low  ridge,  and  then  continued  our  route  over  similar  country  to  that  previously 
traversed,  and  at  length  reached  an  open  gravelly  plain,  in  the  centre  of  which  stands  Um 
3d  iAnd ash t  sarai. 

There  is  no  village  here,  hut  the  sarai  is  fortified  and  contains  30  resident  families.  A 
new  sarai  is  in  course  of  construction.  Water  from  a  karez  stream.  The  residents  here  id  I 
derive  their  supplies  from  Maiouiai. 


12.  Maiomai 
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255  I     Route  westerly  over  very  broken  country,  slop- 
ing to  the  N.,  in  which  direction  it  drains  to 
the  Jajarm  valley.    In  2  hours  and  40  minutes 
i  we  came  to  a  deep  gully,  called  Dahna  Zaidar. 

In  1  hour  and  40  minutes  from  the  gully  we  reached  the  Zaidar  fort,  on  the  edge  of  a 
wide  ravine.    This  fort  is  garrisoned  by  50  Sarbdz. 

Beyond  the  fort  are  some  trees  and  a  karez,  but  no  cultivation.  The  road  hugs  the  hills 
bounding  the  valley  or  plain  to  the  south.  The  great  plain  called  Kavir  is  covered  with 
pasture  and  dotted  with  Turkman  towers. 

'  In  1  hour  and  35  minutes  from  the  fort  we  arrived  at  Maiomai.    Road  very  rough  and  stony. 
Maiomai  is  a  flourishing  village  surrounded  by  mulberry  trees  and  a  wide  circle   of  corn- 
fields irrigated  from  several  hill-streams.    There  is  a  good  sarai  here,  and  abundance  of  water. 

In  the  valley  are  a  number  of  fortified  villages  and  gardens ;  they  extend  for  16  miles  to 
the  £.  of  this  in  close  proximity  to  each  other. 


13.  ShXhbud 


half-way  to  Shihrdd. 


41 
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Route  W.  by  N.  over  the  wide  plain  of 
Maiomai  by  a  good  road  running  parallel  to  the 
hills  on  our  left.  At  the  foot  of  the  hills  is  a 
succession  of  villages  and  orchards  up  to  Aruiian, 
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In  1  hour  from  Maiomai  we  crossed  a  good  karez  stream,  and  in  1  hour  and  30  mhrotes 
more  came  to  an  dbambdr  close  to  a  low  ridge  that  extends  from  S.W.  to  N.E.  Across  tbo 
plains  cresting  this  ridge,  we  passed  on  to  a  very  uneven  country  intersected  by  ravines  and 
hollows,  and  covered  with  pasture. 

In  1  \  hours  from  the  dbambdr  ridge  we  came  to  the  deserted  sarai  of  Farishabad,  also 
called  Rahmatab&d. 

In  55  minutes  from  this,  still  over  broken  country,  we  came  to  an  dbambdr. 

Beyond  this  the  route  is  due  W.  over  an  open  plain,  gently  sloping  towards  Shahrtid. 

In  2  hours  and  5  minutes  we  came  to  the  ruins  of  Khairabdd,  amidst  which  are  corn-field* 
and  a  few  occupied  huts  watered  from  a  small  karez.  In  30  minutes  more  we  came  to  a  thin 
and  very  muady  stream  from  the  village  and  gardens  of  Badasht,  a  little  to  our  left,  then 
rising  gently  we  in  20  minutes  more  came  to  a  large  karez  stream,  and  crossing  it  entered  on 
a  hard,  stony  hill-skirt,  which  we  traversed  up  to  Shahrtid.  Time  from  karez  1  hour  and  20 
minntes. 

Vide  Shahrtid  for  an  account  of  that  place. 

From  this  point  start  off  4  on  5  different  routes  to  Mashhad,  Herat,  Ghain  and 
Slstan. 


14.   DlHHULLA 
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Route  S.S.W.  by  a  well-beaten  track  over  a 
stony   hill-skirt.     A  line  of  telegraph  follows 
the  road.    To  our  right  is  a  range   of   bare 
hills,  to  our  left  lies  the  Shahrdd  valley  sloping 
to  the  S.W. ;  it  is  dotted  with  numerous  gardens  and  villages. 

In  2  hours  and  8  minutes  we  passed  the  last  of  them  called  Kharian  and  entered  on  a 
stony  track  sloping  to  the  S.  W.,  and  in  1  hour  and  45  minutes  arrived  at  Dih  Mulla. 
There  is  a  good  sarai  here,  and  abundance  of  water  from  karez  streams. 


15.  DamghXn 
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Route  S.W.  over  an  even,  alluvial  tract, 
bare  of  vegetation  ;  to  the  right  it  slopes  up  a 
stony  hill-skirt,  and  to  the  left  it  slopes  down  to 
the  Salt  Desert,  or  kav{r.  In  1  hour  and  40 
minutes,  passing  a  small  hamlet  off  to  the  left  of  the  road,  we  came  to  Kadirabad  on  the 
right.  From  this  onwards,  we  passed  a  succession  of  villages  and  gardens  on  each  side  of  our 
route,  but  verv  limited  corn  cultivation.  Passed  the  following  villages  to  the  west  of  our 
route,  viz.,  Nafmnabad,  Hajiabad,  Imam4b£d,  Mihmandost,  Ibrahimabad,  Husainabad,  Bus- 
tigan,  Bavan,&c. ;  and  to  the  right  the  following,  viz.,  Bakh,  Tagh,  Gaz,  and  2  or  3 
others.  In  2  hours  and  5  minutes  from  Kadirabad  we  came  to  the  remains  of  a  tower  and 
walls,  Ac,  near  Bakh,  and  in  1 J  hours  therefrom  reached  Damghan, 
A  telegraph  station  here. 


16.  GhtjshIh 


••» 
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Route  S.W.  by  W.,  by  a  good  road  parallel 
to  the  hjlls  on  right,  distant  about  2  miles ; 
to  the  left  lies  a  great    arm  of    the  desert* 
S.  of  which  is  a  range  of  hills.    Soil  a  firm 
gravel. 

In  2  hours  and  15  minutes  we  came  to  Ab&bad  on  our  right,  and  beyond  it,  on  our  left, 
passed  Sh  crash  van  (?)  and  Bakhshabtid,  and  in  «5  minntes  more  came  to  Daulat&bad,  a  village 
with  triple  walls  of  fortification.  Further  on,  passing  Ismailahad  on  the  right  and  Saiyid- 
a* bad  on  the  left,  we  in  one  hour  came  to  Ami  Wi  bad,  also  on  the  left.  Up  to  this  point  about 
30  villages  are  eeen  on  the  plain  ;  all  are  fortified  and  snrrounded  by  gardens  ana  corn  and 
Cotton-fields.  Beyond  this  point  the  road  curves  to  the  S.W.  and  leads  across  a  desert 
stony  plain  between  hills. 
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In  1  hour  and  40  minutes  from  Amf  rabid  we  came  to  the  Gnu*  shah  sarai  and  post-house. 
No  village  nor  cultivation  here,  but  a  deserted  little  fort  stands  on  the  plain  close  by.  Water 
good,  but  limited  in  quantity  from  an  open  pool  and  cistern. 


17.  AntJiN  Sjlbai.... 
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Route  S.8.W.  by  8.,  by  a  good,  hard, 
gravelly  road,  over  a  gently-rising  desert 
waste  with  hills  on  either  side.  In  3  hours  we 
came  to  a  small  sandy  and  gravelly  ravine,  and 
beyond  it,  rising  gently,  we  in  1}  hours  came  to  the  crest  of  a  low  ridge  (fifiQQf  above 
the  sea). 

Beyond  this  the  road  turns  S.W.  by  W.  and  passing  over  several  undulations, 
follows  the  bed  of  a  sandy  ravine,  and  leaving  this  to  the  left,  rises  up  to  the  crest  of  a  ridge 
6,38tf  above  the  sea).  Hence  there  is  a  short  descent  to  a  circular  hollow,  which  drains 
by  s>  wide  gully  to  the  N. ;  in  this  is  situated  Ahuan  sarai. 

There  is  a  good  supply  of  water  here  from  an  open  pool  and  dbambdr,  close  to  the  sarai 
and  post-house.     Throughout  the  march  we  saw  neither  village  nor  water. 


18.  SamkXn 


24 


409 


Route  S.S.W.  by  a  gradual  rise  up   to   a 
low   ridge,  which  we  crested  in  30  minutes; 
then  crossing  some  undulations,  in  5  minutes 
more  came  to  a  second   ridge  (6,700'    above 
the  sea). 

From  this  point  the  road  descends  quickly  along  the  course  of  a  dry  pebbly  ravine,  occa- 
sionally rising  over  low  undulations  abutting  upon  it  from  the  heights  on  either  side.  In  1£ 
hours  we  came  to  the  ruins  of  a  little  fort  on  the  left  of  the  ravine.  Beyond  this  the  road 
turns  off  to  the  right,  W.S.W.,  and,  crossing  some  ups  and  downs,  comes  to  the 
Cbaahmah  Karara  spring.  We  reached  this  in  10  minutes,  and  then  ascending  by  a  steep, 
narrow  and  stony  path  entered  on  an  undulating  tract  of  low  ridges  and  hollows,  and  in  12 
minutes  more  reached  the  crest  of  a  watershed  (5 ,600'  above  the  sea).  Descent  by 
a  difficult  and  narrow  path  down'the  bed  of  a  winding  gully  or  water-cut,  mostly  dry,  but 
here  and  there  were  moist  spots  from  oozing  springs ;  the  gully  leads  to  a  wide  stony  hill- 
skirt  which  slopes  down  to  the  plain. 

The  wide  tract  of  low  hills  now  passed  form  a  barrier  between  the  valleys  or  plains  of 
DamghAn  and  Sam  nan. 

Following  the  long  slope  of  the  hill-skirt  along  the  line  of  telegraph,  we  gradually  en* 
tered  on  the  plnin,  and  in  2  hours  from  the  ridge  came  to  an  dbambdr.  Here  the  road  turns 
a  point  to  the  W. ;  and  leads  across  a  wide,  stony,  parched  and  sterile  plain  (girt  on  all  sides 
by  distant  hills)  up  to  Samn&n 

Samnan  is  a  telegraph  station  ;  the  town  has  a  flourishing  look  and  is  plentifully  sup- 
plied with  water  from  several  good  karez  streams. 


19.  LlSGtBD 


22 


431 


Route  westerly.  After  passing  through  gar- 
dens and  corn-fields  for  40  minutes,  we  entered 
on  a  wide  stony,  undulating  desert  tract,  a  good 
deal  cut  up  by  watercourses.  In  1  hour  and  40 
minutes  we  came  to  a  dry  dbambdr,  and  in  1  hour  and  25  minutes  more  to  the  village  of  Sur- 
khab,  after  passing  which,  and  crossing  a  low-lying  clayey  traot,  rose  on  to  a  stony  desert, 
which  we  crossed  to  Lasgird.    Time  from  Surkhdb,  1  hour  and  46  minutes. 

Lasglrd  is  a  remarkable  village ;  it  consists  of  a  double-storied  quadrangle,  perched  on 
«n  isolated   mound ;  at  the  S.E.  angle  the  quadrangle  is  open  for  a  space  of  30'  or 
•o,  each  storey  is  furnished  with  a  projecting  balcony  along  the  whole  side  of  each  face* 
There  is  a  sarai  here,  also  a  post-house.    Water  slightly  brackish. 
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Route  No.  262 — contd. 
Mash  had  to  Tihrdn— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Duxaycs,  or  xili 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  *c. 


20.  DlH  Namak 


25 


466 


Route  W.  S.  W.  across  some  kirtt 
down  to  a  rough  ridge;  tract  of  low  day 
hillocks ;  crossed  this  by  a  narrow  winding  path, 
and  emerged  on  to  a  wide  hill-skirt  of  spongy 
saline  soil ;  here  the  route  turns  W.  In  50  minutes  we  crossed  a  dry  ravine,  and  in  «?> 
minutes  more  came  to  a  small  masonry  bridge  over  a  second  deep  and  narrow  ravine  with  a 
thin  stream  ;  a  little  farther  on  we  oame  to  another  bridge  over  a  larger  ravine,  cuntaintner  * 
little  hill-torrent,  and  in  10  minutes  more  crossed  a  third  bridge  over  a  dry  ravine.  Beyx.«i  J 
this  we  entered  on  a  stony  desert  hill-skirt  that  slopes  up  to  clay  hills  about  2  miles  to  cur 
right.     On  the  left  the  land  fulls  rapidly  to  low  clay  mounds  on  the  edge  of  the  deserL 

In  1  hour  and  15  minutes  more  we  passed  a  stone  fort  and  sarai  and  an   dhambdr*   aid 
in  15  minutes  more  crossed  a  deep  but  easy  ravine,  and  shortly  afterwards  a  larger  and  w\ 
one  with  a  muddy  saline  bed. 

Beyond  this  we  traversed  a  low-lying  desert  tract,  and  in  2  hours  and   20  minute* 
to  Dih  Namak,  where  is   a  collection  of  50  poor  huts  and  a  dilapidated  fort  ou  a  mound. 
There  are  three  karet  streams  here,  but  the  water  is  brackish. 


21.  KlBHLAK 


24 


480 


Route    W.S.W.    over   a  rough,   stony    and 
water -cut  desert  tract  for  5  miles  or  so;  tltn 
W.  over  a  level   alluvial  tract,  white  with  aalt 
and  covered  with  mimosa,  camel-thorn,  Sic 
In  2  hours  and  95  minutes  we  came  to  the  Padish  village,  100  houses,  and  poising 
through  corn-fields,  and  leaving  3  villages  to  the  right  and  5  to  the  left  of  the  road,   in 
minutes  came  to  Aradan,  150  houses.    A  telegraph  station. 

From  this  the  road  goes  over  stony  ground  W.N.W.  towards  the  hills,  and  en 
a  succession  of  streams,  which  flow  from  Ffruzkuh  on  our  right  to  the  long  line  of  Tillage* 
and  corn-fields  on  our  left.  At  the  foot  of  the  hills  the  road  turns  W.S.W.  for  4 
miles  to  KishUk.  This  district  produces  much  corn,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  granaries*  of 
Tihran. 


35 


22.  Aiwan-i-Kaif  ...  21  501         Route  W.N.W.   across  cultivation  for  a  mi V 

or  so,  and  then  on  to  a  gravelly  past lire  tract t 
gently  sloping  up  the  hills  in  our  front. 
In  1  hour  and  50  minutes  we  entered  the  &ir« 
dara  defile  of  the  Kuh-i-Tuz  (?)  through  a  low  ridge  of  hills  that  end  on  the  plain  a  £><w  mil.-* 
to  the  left.  The  defile  is  easy,  with  low  hills  on  either  side.  In  SO  minutes  we  came  to  tht* 
ruins  of  a  small  mud  fort  in  the  centre  of  a  basin  in  the  defile,  and  in  45  minoU**  toon* 
emerged  from  the  defile  on  to  a  wide  plateau.  A  thin  stream  of  no  depth,  and  which  *  « 
crossed  several  times,  flows  N.  and  S.  through  the  central  basin.  The  pint  can  to  ita 
N.  is  green  with  pasture,  and  near  the  defile  has  a  good  strip  of  corn  cultnutiun;  Wf 
crossed  it  N.W.,  skirting  low  hills  to  our  right,  and  in  1  hour  and  50  minutes  came  tu  a 
deep  and  rough  boulder-stream  ravine,  on  the  farther  bank  of  which  stands  Aiwan-i-Kiif. 

This  is  a  flourishing  village  of  300  houses  round  a  fort,  and  is  surrounded  by  g&ri&ns 
and  vineyards,  watered  from  a  strong  karet  stream.  To  the  S.  W.  the  country  *l<»p««4 
down  to  the  wide  plain  of  Varamfn  (?). 


23.  Khat6nabXd 


•a. 


In  3  hours  and  25 


27 


528 


Route  W.N.W.  by  a  good  gravelly  mad 
over  the  Varamin  plain,  skirting  a  hill  range  to 
the  right,  over  which  towers  the  conical  anuw. 
clad  peak  of  Damavand. 
minutes  we  came  to  a  bifurcation  of  the  road  ;  that  to  the  right  bug* 
the  hills,  the  other  goes  on  across  the  plains.  We  followed  the  latter,  and  in  35  minute** 
after  crossing  some  small  streams,  came  to  Sharffabad  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  in  3u 
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Route  No.  268 — concld. 
Mash  had  to  Tihrdn— concld. 


Stags  or  baiting  place. 


DT8TA5CB,  IK  MILB8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


minutes  more  to  Khusru  on  the  left.    Beyond  this  we  crossed  the  wide  pebbly  bed  of  the  Jaj- 
rud  river,  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half  reached  Khdttinabad. 

24.  TihbIn 


18 


646 


Route  N.W.  by  a  winding  road  amongst 
villages,  corn-fields,  and  gardens.  In  2  hours  we 
came  to  Muhamadabad,  at  the  font  of  some  bare 
rocky  hills.  Beyond  this,  following  a  stony  hilK 
skirt,  we  crossed  a  small  ridge,  and  passing  Aminabad,  in  1  hour  and  15  minutes  came  to 
Takialiad ;  thence  through  the  ruins  of  Khages  or  Rai,  in  the  midst  of  which  stands  the  tomb 
of  Shah  Abdul  Azim.  Beyond  this  the  road  goes  N.  over  undulating  ground,  and  in  1 
hour  and  20  minutes  brought  us  to  the  Shah  Abdul  Azim  Gate  of  Tihran  \q.  v.). 


MAZlNAN. 

Lat.  36°  19''0" ;  Long.  56°  44'  0" ;  Elev.  S,200\ 

A  village  in  Khurasan,  22  miles  from  Abbasabad,  111  miles  from 
Shahrud,  and  98  miles  from  Nishapur.  It  is  a  fortified  village  of  300 
houses,  and  has  a  fine  sarai.  The  ruins  here  are  very  extensive,  and  there 
are  whole  streets  standing  without  a  single  inhabitant. 

Mazinan  was  formerly  a  much  larger  place,  and  the  neighbourhood  was 
populous  and  well  cultivated. 

There  is  a  garrison  of  about  100  men  to  protect  caravans  passing  by. 
Water  good  and  plentiful. 


Authority. — Napier. 


Route  No.  263. 

MazInan  to  Chinakan. 


DlSTAVCX,  IK  MILES. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description.  Ac. 

1.   MAZfNAW 

2.  KalXt-i-Abab     ... 

3.  SafJIbXd 

4.  Bin 

••* 
■ .  • 

■  ■• 
•  •• 

••  • 
••• 

•  •• 
••• 

On  route  Tihrmi  to  Mashhad.    See  Route  262, 
stage  9. 

Situated  in  a  plain,  with  numerous  villages, 
about   midway   between  stages  Kamaistan   and 
Rubat-i-Ghaz,   en  route  Mazinan   to  Nishapur, 
which  see  for  description  of  road. 

Large  village  of  200  houses  in  valley  opening 
into  valley  of  Juvain.    Supplies  ample. 

Village  of  60  houses ;  supplies  procurable. 

868 


Route  No.  263 — could. 
Mazindn  to  Chinardn — contd. 


DiwtAjrci,  or  xilis. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

5.  Sultan  MaidXn  ... 

6.  Chaxbab  KabbIl 

7.  ChisabIk 

... 
... 
... 

... 
... 

••• 

Road  through  open  valley.   Large  village  of  20 
houses  with  fort.     Supplies  obtainable. 

Village  of  5  or  6  houses  and  a  number  of   tents 
of  Kurds.    Supplies  precarious. 

Through  skirts  of  main  chain  and  across  a 
valley. 

This  is  a  station  on  the  road  from  Mashhad  to 
Kuchan. 

Route  No.  264. 

MazInan  to  Ni§hap(jb,  via  Jagatai-Jouvaix. 
Authority. — Napier. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAVCl.  IS  MILB8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Fabuhad 


m 


2.  Jaoatai 


30£ 


48 


Leaving  caravansarai,  pass  N.W.  through 
mins  of  Bahmanabad  at  1  mile,  and  rtrik»» 
across  plain  to  foot  of  hills.  Road  level  and  good. 
At  4£  miles,  enter  pass,  narrow  defile,  enclos*»d 
by  low  hills  of  easy  slope  everywhere  accessible,  upper  part  for  \  a  mile  narrow  and  tortuous, 
with  one  short  steep  pitch  of  150  yards,  which  would  be  difficult  for  guns.  At  8  J  mil*-*, 
emerge  on  open  plateau,  extending  for  12  to  15  miles  VV.  N.,  and  £. ;  cross  this  to 
Faruinad,  17 J  miles.  Road  perfectly  level  and  good.  Large  village  of  400  houses.  Ample 
water  and  supplies. 

From  Tillage,  N.,  across  plain,  undulating 
easily,  at  4}  miles  reach  small  stream  of  watt»r, 
flowing  to  Farumad,  and  enter  narrow  defile 
Hills  low.  Easy  slope,  crests  formed  of  ledg.'* 
of  trap.  At  5}  miles,  defile  opens  out  to  \  mile,  stream  twist* ,  and  is  crossed  frequently.  At 
5}  miles,  very  marked  conical  trap  peak  bearing  north,  18°  £.  At  5J  miles,  hearing  N«« 
5°  W. ;  peak  of  main  ridge,  said  to  be  visible  from  all  parts  of  Juvain  Valley.  At  9  miles 
reach  Tillage  Manfda,  watered  by  good  stream,  20  houses,  scanty  supplies.  Up  glen  is  foot- 
path to  Jagatai.  Thenae  leave  oefile  and  turn  across  main  ridge  up  easy  ascent.  Height 
above  Tillage  GOO'.  At  10  miles,  reach  crest  of  ridge,  and  descend  steep,  rocky,  and 
narrow  path,  not  difficult  for  horses  and  mules,  and  practicable  for  camels,  into  a  narrow 
defile  commanded  by  inaccessible  rocky  heights.  At  11 J  miles,  leave  defile  and  bend  S.  on 
narrow  path,  over  easy  slopes  of  clays  and  marls,  crossing  a  few  ravines  with  steep  sides.  Th**c 
may  be  avoided  by  path  continuing  down  defile  and  skirting  through  plain,  adding  2  or  3  mil** 
to  march.  At  19  miles,  reach  Tillage  Ktihsar.  Water  and  supplies  scanty.  At  24}  mil**. 
pass  Tillage  of  Dish  KiAn.  Water  and  supplies.  At  29 J,  pass  through  Tillage  of  Oaf,  and  at 
30J  turn  N.  E.  down  ravine  to  town  of  Jagatai.  Ample  water  and  supplies,  with  good 
camping  ground. 
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Route  No.  264— contd. 
Mazindn  to  Ni&hdpur,  vid  Jagatai-Jouvain—QoxtiA* 


Stags  or  halting  placs. 


Description,  Ac. 


3.  KamjubtLs 


18 


66 


From  Jagatai  across  a  level  uncultivated  plain 
for  18  miles,  crossing  several  small  streams  of 
water  ;  to  the  left,  a  line  of  villages,  3  or  4 
miles  distant ;    principal    Samgh&n,    Illarabad, 

Ak  Kala,  Shahristanak,  and  extensive  ruins  of  Karfmabad  to  Kamaist4n,  small  village  of  few 

bouites,  with  good  crops  of  wheat  and  barley.    Water  scanty. 

Note. — Village  of  Nikah,  5  miles  farther,  larger,  better  supplied,  and  with  ample  water. 


4.  RttbXt-i-Ghaz 


46 


112 


Across  a  level  cultivated  plain,  covered  with  vil- 
lages for  28£  miles ;  thence  17}  miles  over  dry 
tract,  one  reservoir  of  water  half-way  to  village 
of  Rubat,  or  Rubat-i-Ghaz  ;  for  last  3  miles 
plain,  much  cut  up  by  deep  ravines  and  closing  into  8  or  10  miles.  Water  at  stage  bad  and 
vanty.  Good  water  at  village  KhusbAb,  3  miles  right  on  hill-skirts.  Supplies  of  grain,  &c, 
procurable. 


5.  MXdax  Bill 


25J 


137J 


Over  undulating  uncultivated  plain  to  Jumbarju, 
small  village,  foot  of  hill,  known  as  Ktih  Ala- 
dan,  14  miles  ;  thence  over  low  hills,  with  uni- 
formly easy     slopes,  passing   under  the  small 

fortified  village  of  Pahnai,  across  the  Julgah-i-Batau,  to  the  village  of  Madan,  11}  milts. 

Ruad  good.    Several  springs  en  route*    Madan  has  good  water,   but  supplies  scanty  and 

dear  ;  nothing  grown  in  the  village. 

Note. — Direct  route  to  Nishapur  leaves  rubdt  about  E.  S.  £.,  and  passes  across  the 
plain  known  as  Julgah-i-Sh6rab  out  of  the  Juvain  Valley,  into  the  Nishapur  plain,  and 
joins  the  road  by  this  route,  7  or  8  miles  from  Nishapur. 


6-  NishIpub 


••■ 


28 


165* 


Pass  out  of  Madan  glen  S.  E.,  over  low 
hills  into  narrow  valley  draining  S.  E.,  and 
enclosed  by  low  ranges,  with  uniformly  enny 
slope;  following  watercourse  for  8  miles,  reach 
bank  of  brook  flowing  from  Marnsk  Valley.  Thence  bending  S.,  and  still  following 
drainage  line  down  broad  undulating  valley  into  the  plain  of  Nishapur.  At  14  miles  leave 
the  *tre&mf  flowing  S.,  cross,  at  16  miles,  a  stream  1  foot  deep,  lC  wide,  flowing  from 
lOiAnltik,  large  village  in  valley  of  main  chain  to  left  and  passing  villages  of  Hisar  and 
AliAb&d.  Thence  12  miles  across  level  cultivated  plain,  with  numerous  villages  to  Nisha- 
pdr. 

Note. — The  Juvain  Valley  may  be  entered  from  Jajarm  by  a  perfectly  open  good  road, 
the  distance  to  JagaUi  being  10  farsalhs,  or  at  the  Pul-i-Abrasham,  7  or  8  miles  from 
Abbisabad,  on  the  high-road,  from  whence  to  Shafiabad,  through  an  open  valley,  is  a  dis- 
tance of  Xfareakha  ;  thence  5  farsakhs  to  Jagatai,  up  the  valley.  Both  these  routes  are  at 
present  unsafe  without  guards.  From  Mazinan  to  Jagatai  there  is  a  short  cut,  dne  N.  E. 
passing  to  S.  of  peak  of  Ktih  Zar,  but  passable  only  for  footmen. 


MlANfiH. 

Lat.  37°  26'  (f ;  Long.  47°  43'  Cf. 

A  large  village  in  Azerbaijan  on  the  Tihran-Tabnz   post  road  near  the  Kizil 
Ozan  river*     It  is  unhealthily  situated.     There  is  a  telegraph  station  here. 

4b 


870 


A  nlhorit}/.— Mouier. 


Route  No.  265. 

MlANigfl  to  Maragha. 


DlftTAVCB,  IV  KILM. 


Stage  or  hiking  pUoe. 


Interra*- 
dUte. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


J.  Bb  Bolaoh 

2.  Khatunabad 

3.  s*  bask  and 

4.  ChigIn 


•  •• 

•  •• 

•■• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

••• 

•  •• 

16 

••• 

•  •• 

••• 

S.W.    The  road  ascends. 

S.W.    The  road  goes  over  a  hilly  country. 

W.S.W.    At  12  miles  pass  Gulijeh.    The  n<ni 
goes  through  an  exceedingly  fertile  country. 


S.W.     Passing  through  a  valley  which  drain* 
into  the   Mian£h  River,  the  road  strikes  int* 
a    succession   of  hills ;   and   at  3  mile*  b«  f.  rv 
reaching  Chigin  passes  Gultapeh.     The  county 
passed  is  exceedingly  fertile.    At  Chigin  is  the  Karangu  River. 


6.   BlLGABAD 


6.  Mubdi 


7.  MabIoha 


•  »• 


(S.W.  The  road  over  naked  and  uninteresting 
country,  covered  with  tents  of  Sheknkis.  Th» 
road  crosses  a  great  number  of  streams. 

N.W.  The  road  passes  a  country  of  diglit 
asc.'Tits  and  descents,  with  a  tendency  to 
table-land,  like  the  hills  about  Maragha.  It  is 
very  fertile.    There  is  a  river  here. 

N.E. 


MlNAB. 

Lat.  27°  9*  0' ;  Long.  67°  5'  V. 
A  town  G5  miles  E.  of  Bandar  Abbas. 

The  fort  of  Minab  is  distant  about  one  mile  from  the  town,  and  is  situated 
on  "1  ova  ted  ground  on  the  S.  bank  of  the  river,  which  winds  round  its  ha*e. 
It  is  of  quadrangular  form,  flanked  by  round  towers  at  the  corners  in  which 
there  are  a  few  old  guns.  A  drawbridge  thrown  across  a  moat  leads  to  a 
gate  on  the  S.W.  side.  The  walls  are  strong  but  the  fort  is  generally  ia  a 
dilapidated  condition.  The  garrison  consists  of  about  100  men.  The  furt, 
however,  is  commanded  by  a  hill  on  the  N.E.  side. 

The  soil  is  of  a  rich,  alluvial  nature.  From  Shah  Bandar  to  Hajiahad  th<> 
whole  country  is  cultivated,  yielding  large  crops  of  wheat,  fruit,  and  vegetable. 

The  indigo  plaut  is  also  cultivated  here  to  a  considerable  extent.  The 
date  groves  are  enormous. 

Although  the  site  of  the  town  is  badly  chosen  and  low,  yet  it  do*s  not, 
except  at  the  close  of  the  date  season,  appear  unhealthy,  and  near  the  fort  the 
air  is  very  salubrious.  During  the  hot  months  many  of  the  better  classes 
from  Bandar  Abbas  and  Kishm  resort  hither,  when  in  addition  to  its  superior 
climate  they  enjoy  the  luxury  which  its  light  and  pure  water  affords. 

Mintib  offers  some  advantages  as  a  base  of  operations.  It  is  healthy,  and 
has  abundance  of  good  water.  The  road  to  it  is  good,  and  it  is  close  to  the 
island  of  Hurmuz,  with  its  good  harbour  for  transports. 

The  population  is  about  6,UU0,  and  of  mixed  races. 
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Route  No.  266. 

MfNAB  TO   EANDAR   ABBAS,   BY   DeLgXh  ROAD. 

Authority. — Pelly. 


DlKAKCZ,  X3T  MILIB. 

Stag*  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  to. 

L  Hajiabad 

2.  KhushImadwali 

3.  Nakl-i-Khuda  ... 

4.  Bah  dab  Abbas    ... 

7 
21 
21 

3i 

7 
28 
49 
521 

•      This  route  runs  from  3  to  4  miles  8.  of  the 
Dih-i-Nan  route. 

J 

Regarding  the  Routes  from  MfxlB  to  Bandae  Abbas,  Captain  Jennings 
writes  as  follows  : — 

There  are  3  routes,  the  shortest  being  52  miles,  and  the  longest  being 
about  70,  the  medium  one  being  from  55  to  60  miles  ;  for  the  southern- 
most and  northernmost,  vide  Routes  266  and  267.  I  came  by  the  southern 
one,  and  summarise  it  as  follows.  Premising  that  most  of  the  journey 
of  54  miles  was  made  at  night,  while  I  myself  and  animals  had  already 
come  in  some  20  miles,  and  there  was  no  time  to  even  unsaddle  the 
latter,  3  of  which  made  a  continuous  march  of  JH  miles,  with  only 
one  unsaddle  for  a  few  hours.  For  the  first  mile  and  half  the  road 
crosses  the  river-bed,  then  enters  dense  date  palm  groves,  which  extend  some 
3  or  4  miles  to  the  W. ;  I  left  Minab  at  2-40  a.  m.  ;  entered  date  palm 
groves  at  3-5  a.m.,  having  crossed  the  broad  stony  river-bed  then  partially 
in  flood;  at  4  a.m.  we  passed  the  Manuri  village;  at  5-25  a.  m. 
Hajiabad  village;  6  a.  m.  Dudeh,  cultivation;  8  a.m.  a  small  arm  of 
the  sea,  and  at  8-40  a.  m.  the  Gazrit  river,  distance  to  this  crossing  from 
Minab  22  miles ;  there  is  a  good  deal  of  arzan  and  other  cultivation  on  the 
banks  of  this  river,  the  bed  is  sand,  and  care  must  be  taken,  in  selecting  a 
crossing,  to  avoid  quicksands;  at  mile  27  we  reached  Kolagan.  I  left 
Kolagan  at  5-10  p.  m.,  and  we  passed  numerous  palms,  wells,  and  cultiva- 
tion at  5-45  p.  m.  ;  at  8-30  p.  m.  we  crossed  the  Sor  river,  water  brackish, 
and  I  halted  on  the  bank ;  in  a  few  hours,  viz.,  at  10-30  p.  M.,  1  again  started 
reachiug  Bandar  Abbas  at  2  a.  m.,  distance  54  miles  from  Minab.  In 
selecting  the  best  route  from  Hurmuz  or  Bandar  Abbas  to  Minab,  the 
old  rule  that  "  circumstances  alter  cases "  must  not  be  forgotten :  it  is 
impossible  to  say  which  is  the  best  route ;  after  heavy  rain  or  in  times  of 
high  spring  tides  'the  southern  route  is  impracticable,  then  the  middle 
route  must  be  taken ;  if  excessively  high  floods  are  prevalent,  the  northern 
route  must  be  adopted ;  all  three  routes  are  available  for  all  arms  at  their 
proper  seasons,  and  the  plain  contains  numerous  villages,  wells,  and 
cultivation  ;  also  grass,  wood,  and  grazing,  so  the  selection  of  good 
halting  places  would  not  be  difficult.  General  direction  W.,  i.e.,  parallel 
to  the  coast.  - 
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Route  No.  267. 

M{n1b  Crexk  to  Bakdab  AbbXs,  by  ShImh.  ard  K6h*G1na6. 

Authority. — (Abd-ur-rahim.) 


8tage  or  halting  place. 


Distavcs,  ur  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


OtMiiptioa»  Ac. 


Land  at  head  of  creek  of  Minao  or  Minab.  This  creek  is  winding,  and  about  4  to  5 
miles  in  length  ;  is  said  to  have  extended  much  further  inland,  formerly.  104  small  native 
boats  seen  on  right  side  of  creek,  hanled  up  in  a  row,  bring  people  from  neighbouring  p<*ru 
and  islands  in  the  date  season.  Revenue  of  port  14,000  Kirdns.  Water  scanty  and  Terr  bad ; 
is  drawn  from  a  tank  about  half  a  mile  from  the  landing  place.  This  tank  is  supplied  trow  a 
canal  connected  wilh  the  Minao  river.  Water  brackish,  on  account  of  the  canal  runniD£ 
through  a  saline  soil. 

Leave  for  Dohu  at  6  a.  M.  This  village  is  about  2  far  takht  distant  from  the  bead  of  th< 
creek*  over  a  flat  barren  saline  plain.  The  village  has  large  date  groves.  Temperature  (is 
August)  104°  in  shade  of  trees  at  2  p.  u. 

Go  to  Rfgao  or  fiigab  (distance  not  stated,  but  it  is  apparently  near  Dohu).  la  a  resid- 
ence of  the  Governor  of  Minab. 

Thence  proceed  to  fort  of  Minab,  which  is  close  to  the  town  of  that  name. 

1.  Minab  (oe  Mihao)        ...  ...  Leave  at  5  p.  x.  for  Shamil.    March  by  ni*st 

to  avoid  heat,  almost  insupportable  by  day.  Dis- 
tance to  Shamil  more  than  9  far  takht,  Guune  <  f 
march  northerly,  slightly  inclined  to  wnst.  Go 
ong  a  path  having  large  fields  of  wheat,  barley,  millet,  Ac,  on  racl 
side.  Pass  the  small  village  oi  Nauband.  Go  through  a  jungle  and  reach  Dumshahr  (?)  it 
7  p.m.  Move  on,  passing  through  a  thick  jungle  of  tamarisk,  acacia,  Ac,  and  crossing  ti:* 
dry  beds  of  several  nullahs,  reach  fort  of  Gwarband  at  10  p.  M. ;  move  on  again  at  1 
a.m.,  through  similar  ground,  and  reach  Chahkharg  at  4  a.  m.  Here  commences  tit 
district  of  Shamil.  Halt  here  an  hour  and  reach  Shamil  at  7  a.  m.,  after  crossing  a  snuii 
stream. 

2.  SHAJUi 


through  Sbahwar  and  a 


••« 


•  •• 


Leave  Shamil  at  2  a.  m.,  in  a  northerly  direc- 
tion for  Xuh-i-Nttiydn,  the  highest  peak  of  th- 
rocky  range  bounding  Shamilat,  the  district  of 
which  Shamil  is  the  principal  village.  Pax* 
over  stony  beds  of  torrents,  and  cross  two  small  streams.  From  genetal  appearand?  of  tb***- 
beds,  it  is  clear  that  these  districts  become  quite  impassable  during  the  rains.  Reach  foot  «f 
Kuh-i-Xaiyun  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  riding.  Remain  here  till  daylight,  in  bed  of  s 
torrent,  which  is  also  the  caravan  road  from  Bandar  Abbas  and  Shamil  to  Karman.  Clo*- 1  r 
is  a  small  strip  of  date  plantation,  with  a  few  huts  and  inhabitants.  A  stream  of  fc*t 
water  comes  down  a  ravine  near,  and  runs  towards  Ktishkuh,  which  is  more  than  i/«wi  A 
further  on,  watering  fields  of  tobacco  and  henna  and  date  trees  on  its  way.  The  hill>  *r* 
very  steep  on  this  side,  but  said  to  be  accessible  on  the  N.,  to  have  a  very  cold  clim»J« , 
a  good  many  fruit  trees,  Ac,  and  plenty  of  large  game,  such  as  deer,  leopard,  black  b  »* 
and  wild  boar.  Reach  Kushkuh  in  an  hour  and  a  half.  Encamp  in  date  grovt.  Th.» 
village  was  destroyed  in  1872  by  several  earthquake-shocks,  but  mast  of  the  inhabitant* 
escaped. 

S.  Kh6shk6h         •••  |      ...  ...  Leave  for  Takht  at  5  P.  v.  and  reach  it  at  7 

p.  M.  Path  good  and  plain,  generally  speakinc 
being  free  from  loose  stones  and  stream  bt«K 
one  can  gallon   over    the    greater   part     At 

half  ifartalch  from  Takht  observe  large  marshy  plain  to  left*  overgrown  with  tall  grist  and 

hollow  reed ;  is  said  to  bo  infested  by  hyaenas  and  wild  boars. 

Leave  for  Kala-iJtaxf  at  5  a.  m.  and  arrive  ?•& 
A.  m.  Distance  may  be  tfartakkt.  Grous<l  «'▼♦ 
ered  with  large  loose  stonea.    Cross  a  streamWt. 


4.   KALA-I-Kizf 


•  •• 


■  <■ 


•  •• 


378 


Routs  No.  267— <?o«W. 
Mindh  Creek  to  Bandar  Abbas,  by  Shdmil  and  K&h  Gdna6—contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAVCS,  IV  XI  LBS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUl. 


Description,  Ac. 


Plantations  of  Gao-dti  (?)  and  Zfarat  on  the  left.  Supply  of  water  at  Kala-i-K&zf  from  wells. 
Thermometer  108°  under  a  date-leaf  shed. 

Leave  for  Surkhan  at  4  p.m. 

Course  In j  principally  in  a  W.  direction,  the  ground  being  had  and  rocky,  and  crossed 
by  several  large  nullahs  full  of  loose  stones.  A  little  before  sunset  reach  a  deep  and  wide 
nullah,  with  a  small  stream  of  brackish  water  running  in  the  centre  of  its  bed.  It  is  com- 
monly known  as  Khtir  Shur.  This  is  the  largest  nullah  seen  in  the  districts  of  Shdmil  and 
Mi  nab.  It  serves  to  mark  the  limits  of  Shatnil  on  the  W.  The  water  comes  down  from 
Ktih-ganao  during  the  rains,  and  the  bed  is  said  to  meet  the  coast  line  at  Guldan,  a  little 
below  Bandar  Abbas.  A  small  group  of  date  trees  near  the  further  side,  with  a  well  of  fresh 
water.  This  date-grove  is  known  as  Sahlah,  and  the  nullah  often  goes  by  this  name.  After- 
wards cross  two  nullahs  with  dry  sandy  beds,  and  reach  Surkhan  at  7  p.  m.  This  village  is 
one  of  those  which  lie  on  the  plain  between  Bandar  Abbas  and  Kdh-ganao.  Has  wells  and  a 
small  spring  of  water,  whence  its  date-plantations  are  irrigated. 


&  G anao  (ob  G ujdah- 
1b). 


Leave  at  5  p.  M.  for  Kuh-gauao.  Course  trends 
in  a  N.  N.  W.  direction.  From  a  distance, 
Kuh-ganao  looks  very  like  a  huge  elephant 
squatted  on  the  ground,  its  head  and  trunk 
lying  depressed  and  extended  on  the  ground 
in  a  S.  W.  direction,  and  its  hinder  part  N.  E. 
Its  estimated  height  is  about  1,69c  above  sea-level.  Ground  gradually  rises  till  the 
caravan  route  from  Bandar  Abbas  to  Furk  and  Tarum  is  struck.  Reach  this  point  about 
sunset.  Road  goes  over  the  lowest  spnrs  of  Kuh-ganao.  Nothing  more  than  a  path,  wind- 
ing along  the  sides  of  the  slopes,  with  deep  ravines  gaping  below.  Reach  bottom  of  a  valley 
Itctween  nigh  rocks,  and  shortly  after  reach  sulphurous  spring,  whence  the  place  receives  its 
aamo  (Gandah-ab,  stinking  water).    Encamp  in  a  small  date-grove  near. 

6.  D6*A£H  ...  Start  at  6  a.m.,  goinjj  partly  on  foot  and  partly 

on  donkey -back.  Arrive  at  a  flat  column  join- 
ing two  Tocky  eminences ;  a  fine  view  of  the 
plain  of  Bandar  Abbas  from  here.  A  garden 
called  Kashun  reached  on  the  way  down  at 
8-30  A.M.  This  is  a  small  garden  containing 
about  150  trees.  The  supply  of  water  is  scanty.  No  supplies  are  procurable.  Leave  at  2-30 
and  ride  for  about  an  hour  along  the  brow  of  the  hill  with  a  deep  ravine  on  the  right.  Then 
come  to  descent  to  valley  of  Duzakh.  Obliged  to  walk  down  and  use  an  al  pen  stack. 
Jhizakh  reached  in  half  an  hour  from  foot  of  descent  at  5  p.m.  There  is  said  to  be  an  easier 
path  between  this  place  and  Kashun,  along  which  riding  is  possible  throughout  the  whole 
distance.  There  is  also  a  path  to  Ganao.  Plenty  of  good  water  at  Duzakh,  from  a  mountain 
stream. 


7.  Bah  dab  Abba* 


•■• 


Leave  this  at  7  a.m.  Cross  nullah  and 
ascend  lowest  spurs  of  Kuh-Uanao,  S.  of 
village  ;  thence  ride  down  to  the  plain.  Cross 
a  small  canal  or  aqueduct  and  reach  Yasim  at 


9  A.M. 


The  water-supply  here  is  from  large  wells,  which  are  fresh.  Large  date  plantation  and 
three  bathing  tanks  here. 

Leave  for  Bandar  Abbas  at  4-30  p.m.  A  plain  path  leads  thither  by  Csmtida  (?)  and 
Riband.  A  water  reservoir  about  half-way  up  a  rocky  ascent,  on  the  other  side  of  which 
is  another,  with  a  domed  zidrot  dedicated  to  Hazrat  AIL    Reach  Bandar  Abbas  at  8  p.m. 
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Route  No.  itf—concld. 
Mindb  Creek  to  Bandar  Abbas,  by  Shdmil  and  Kih  Gandd — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distajtci, 

XV  xuu. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description.  Ao. 


Note. — Pelly  gives  the  following  account  of  the  stages  on  this  road : — 


1.  Shahvab 

2.  gwabband 

3.  Shamil 

4.  Kh^shk^jh 

6.  Tank 
€.  Banghak 

7.  Bandar  Abbas   ... 


•«. 


••• 


3 

3 

10 

13 

10 

23 

17 

40 

7 

47 

7 

54 

14 

68 

This  is  the  northernmost  of  the  rout**.  It 
clings  to  the  lower  spur  of  the  hills,  and  sen<l« 
off  many  branch  routes  into  the  interior.  It* 
general  direction  in  •  S.W.  to  the  hilK.  then 
>W.  along  the  hill*,  then  N.W.  to  KawLr 
Abbas.  The  route  given  above  by  Alni-ur- 
Rahim  appear*  to  fro  still  more  to  the  we<t 
after  leaving  Khushkuh,  and  must  anjhuw 
be  a  very  round  about  route. 


Authority. — Pelly. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Route  No.  268. 

MlXAB  TO  GUDAR-I-SHUUXN. 


Distance,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  K£n-i-sh6e 

2.   DlLBAZ 

8.  Panal 

4.  Gudab-i-ShcrXn 


Total. 


Description,  kc. 


•  •» 

24 

24 

•  ». 

16 

40 

•  •« 

8 

48 

V 

16 

64 

Six  hours. 
Four  hours. 


Two  hours. 


Four  hours. 

Gudar-i-Shuran  is  a  point  on  the  prreat  ciraria 
route  between  Bandar  Abbas  and  Kannan. 


MUGHtJ  BAY. 

Lat  26°  37' ;  Long.  54°  30'. 

A  bay  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  about  25  miles  W.  of  Lingah.  It  is  a  noble 
bay,  secure  against  the  prevailing  winds  in  the  gulf.  It  is  formed  by  Caj* 
Bustana  to  the  eastward  and  Cape  Certes  to  the  westward,  the  extreme 
being  about  ten  miles  as  under. 

The  bay  is  of  a  good  depth,  and  is  capable  of  holding  the  largest  fleets; 
the  ground  is  tough  clay,  from  which  you  with  difficulty  heave  up  tte 
anchors:  the  soundings  without  the  bay  are  irregular;  and  between  MugM 
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and  Polior  is  a  rocky  shoal,  on  which  is  less  than  three  fathoms.  The  shoal  lies 
Dearer  to  the  main  than  to  Polior,  and  is  an  objection  against  running  from 
the  bay  in  the  night,  but  in  the  day-time  the  marks  are  so  good  that  you  may 
easily  avoid  it. 


Route  No.  269. 

MuGHfj  Bay  to  SbIraz,  bt  LXr. 


Authority. — Joxej*. 


DUTAVCK,   XKXXLN. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Intumie- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  MasbIoh 

2.  BukuXbId 

3.  AHL  Or  ISHKAHAW 

18 
21 

12 

18 
39 

51 

Six  hours.     The  road  is  over  undulating  ridsres 
and  through  passes.    Water  is    obtained  from 
springs  and  wells.    No  supplies. 

Seven  hoars.     The  road  is  first  over  an  undu- 
lating plain  nndthen  through  precipitous  passes. 
Water  i  s  obtained  from  wells  and   springs.     No 
supplies. 

Four  hours.    The  road  after  quitting  the  higher 
tracts  enters    open    country.      Water  obtained 
from  wells.    Camp  in  an  open  desert.    From  this 
a  road  branohes  to  a  considerable   village  called 

Bastak.    No  supplies. 
4.  BaibIk 


5.  Fxdak 


••• 


6.  Sae&£-i-Fabxh£v 


7.  Um 


•*• 


18 

69 

18 

87 

18 

105 

21 

126 

Six  hours.  The  road  goes  through  an  open 
country  with  one  pass  over  a  ridge.  Water  ob- 
tained from  wells.  Camp  in  an  open  desert. 
No  supplies. 

Six  hours.  The  road  is  over  an  open  oountry 
and  low  passes.  Water  obtained  from  wells. 
Camp  in  an  open  desert.    No  supplies. 

Six  hours.  The  road  goes  through  an  open 
country.  Water  is  obtained  from  wells  and  a 
small  rivulet.  Camp  in  an  open  desert.  No 
supplies. 


Seven  hours.    The  road  is  over  an  open  country 

with  low  passes  and  slight  ridges.     The  only 

water  is  obtained  from  rain  collected  in  reservoirs 

or  tanks.    Its  bazaars  are  tolerably  well  supplied 

rith  the  ordinary  necessaries  of  life.    Camels  are  abundant  in  this  district. 


8.  Bibix 


9.  BniiLV 


••• 


21 

147 

18 

165 

* 

Seven  hours.  The  road  is  over  the  open  conn- 
try  generally,  but  a  few  passes  over  lev  ridges 
are  met  with.  Water  is  procurable  from  wells  and 
springs.    Camp  in  an  open  desert.    No  supplies. 


Six  hours.  The  road  is  over  an  open  oountry 
generally.  Water  obtained  from  wells.  Camp 
in  an  open  desert.    No  supplies. 
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Route  No.  269— contd. 
Mugku  Bay  to  8k(rds— contd. 


Dimvca.  nr  mm. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Inttrme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  to. 

10.  JuyIm  ob  Jvwin 

11.  ChIh  Talkh    ... 

12.  JbhbXx  (Jahb6m) 

« •                                           ..                  m   a  •  m 

18 
18 
18 

183 
201 
219 

Six  hours.    The  road  is  over  an  open  country 
generally.     Water  obtained  from  wells.    Camp 
in  an    open   desert.     A  few   supplies  procur- 
able. 

Six  hours.     The  road  generally  passes  orrr 
ridges  of  rock  with  open  spots  and  stony  ground 
at    intervals.    Water  is  obtained   from   well*. 
Camp  in  an  open  desert.    No  supplies. 

Six  hours.    The  road  is  stony,  with  some  pass- 
es over  hill  ridges.    Water  is   obtained  fwn 
spring  led  by  a  kandt  or  underground  tunnel. 
Camp  in  an  open  desert  near  the   Tillage.    All 

ordinary  supplies  of  life  obtainable. 


13.  KhInah  KXhdXn 


14  Khafb 


15.  Ism ailAbaj> 


16.  Mazafbi 


17.  SntuLz 


Xn 

21 

240 

... 

9 

249 

••• 

18 

267 

•  a  . 

15 

282 

•  •a 

18 

300 

Seven  hours.  The  road  is  through  an  open 
country  generally  without  difficulty.  Wato 
from  a  small  stream.  Camp  in  an  open  desert. 
No  supplies. 

Three  hours.  The  country  in  this  stage  is  open. 
Water  is  procured  from  a  small  sttvam.  w*-Ik 
and  a  kandt.  Camp  in  a  desert.  Some  fruits 
obtainable  here,  but  no  other  supplies. 

The  road  is  open,  but  in  some  planes  roclj 
Water  obtained  from  sniull  streams  and  JrtW'«. 
Camp  in  a  desert  in   a  gorge.    A  few  supplu* 
obtainable. 

Five  hours.  The  country  is  open  generally  •"»! 
the  road  good.  Water  from  a  small  stream. 
Camp  in  a  desert.    A  few  supplies. 

Six  hours.  The  country  is  open  generally  and 
the  road  good. 


MUHAMMARAH. 

Lat.  30°  26'  N.  ;  Long.  48°  13'  B. 

A  town  in  Khuzistin,  situtated  on  the  N.  bank  of  the  Hafar  Canal,  26 
miles  below  Basrah.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  wall,  which  is  in  a  ruin*! 
state  and  crumbling  away  in  many  parts.  The  defences  consist  of  sum* 
square  and  round  towers  connected  together  by  a  curtain,  about  iO'  high* 
which  surrounds  the  town  on  the  N.  E.  and  TV.  faces.  The  towers  al*> 
are  about  20'  in  height,  and  of  a  diameter  of  about  10'.  There  art- 
two  gateways,  one  on  the  E.  and  one  on    the   W.  face.     The  fort  i* 
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surrounded  on  the  N.  and  W.  sides  by  a  nvllah,  from  5'  to  10'  deep,  by 
10'  to  12'  broad,  filled  with  water  at  the  high  tides.  The  H afar  bounds 
the  town  on  the  S.  The  town  is  capable  of  holding  upwards  of  1,000 
men,  but  is  in  a  very  dirty  state.  Like  all  other  towns  in  these  parts,  the 
st  reets  are  narrow.  The  bazaar,  which  is  covered  in,  is  one  of  the  best  build- 
ings in  the  town.  When  the  British  attacked  Muhammarah  in  i  857,  the  for- 
tifications round  about  it  consisted  of  nine  batteries,  erected  by  the  Persian 
army ;  four  of  these  were  on  the  main  land  and  five  on  the  island  of  Abadan ; 
almost  all  these  apparently  having  been  newly  constructed.  The  water  at 
Muhammarah  is  of  course  plentiful,  and  very  good,  from  the  rivers,  but  is 
not  to  be  obtained  from  wells,  as  the  water  found  in  them  is  salt  and  brackish.. 
Water  is  also  to  be  obtained  from  the  various  cuts  and  nullah*  y  but  doubts  are 
entertained  as  to  its  wholesomeness.  The  water  from  Bahr-ul-Mashir  or 
to  Hafar  should  be  always  procured,  if  possible,  for  drinking,  being  supposed 
be  much  more  wholesome  than  that  of  the  Shat-ul-  Arab ;  and  the  creek  or  irri- 
gation water  should  be  avoided,  being  impregnated  with  the  foul  vegetable 
matter  through  which  it  passes.  General  Williams,  in  his  report  to  Govern- 
ment, dated  23rd  October  185  ft,  says :  "  The  climate  of  Muhammarah,  from 
June  to  October,  is  very  deadly  to  Europeans,  but  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year  it  is  well  adapted  to  the  operations  of  war/'  Sir  Henry  Rawlinson 
agrees  in  this  estimate,  saying,  "  the  climate  is  so  pestilential  that  the  mor- 
tality, among  those  who  are  obliged  from  any  cause  to  reside  in  it  during  the 
hot  season,  amounts  to  about  50  per  cent/' 

The  country  adjoining  Muhammarah,  bounded  on  the  E.  by  the  Bahr-ul- 
Mashir,  on  the  W.  by  the  Shat-ul-Arab,  and  on  the  S.  by  the  Hafar,  is  for 
miles  a  low  plain,  no  high  ground  being  within  sight  of  Muhammarah.  The 
soil  is  an  alluvial  deposit,  and  chiefly  consists  of  clay.  On  the  banks  of  the 
rivers,  and  for  about  |  of  a  mile  inland,  the  ground  is  intersected  by  deep 
cuts,  which  are  filled  with  water  at  the  rise  of  the  tides ;  almost  all  those  on 
the  western  side,  when  so  filled,  are  impassable,  unless  bridged  over.  These 
cuts  are  surrounded  by  date-trees,  groves  of  which  run  along  the  banks  of  the 
rivers,  and  extend  inland  as  far  as  the  cuts.  These  trees  are  seldom  less  than 
from  7  to  8  yards  apart  from  each  other.  The  ground  here  in  many  parts  is 
covered  with  rank  vegetation.  Farther  inland,  beyond  the  belt  of  the  groves, 
there  seems  to  be  no  vegetation  whatever,  the  ground  being  one  continued 
plain,  intersected  by  a  nullah  from  50'  to.  15'  broad,  by  15'  to  5'  deep. 
This  extends  right  across  the  plain,  and  joins  the  Shat-ul-Arab  with  the 
Karun.  At  low  tides  it  is  passable  in  one  or  two  places.  The  open  country 
is  of  course  well  adapted  for  the  operations  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  and,  even 
in  the  groves  all  arms  could  advance  inland  with  great  facility,  provided 
they  proceeded  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the  cuts  and  had  not  to  cross  the 
large  connecting  nullah  above  mentioned. 

The  river  Shat-ul-Arab  is  here  about  ±  a  mile  in  width,  and  of  sufficient 
depth  to  float  the  largest  ships,  and  to  allow  them  to  be  alongside  the  bank, 
which  is  perpendicular  and  composed  of  adhesive  clay.  The  Hafar  and 
Bahr-ul-Mashir  are  nearly  as  deep,  small  vessels  being  able  to  lie  alongside 
their  banks.  The  rivers  are  of  course  impassable,  except  in  boats  or  rafts, 
the  only  material  at  hand  for  constructing  the  latter  being  trunks  of  date- 
trees,  which  are  not  very  buoyant.  The  natives  made  much  use  of  a  raft 
composed  of  inflated  skins  with  a  flooring  of  date  branches  tied  together ; 
such  rafts  could  be  easily  constructed  of  any  size.  Boats  are  not  procurable 
in  great  numbers. 

49 
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The  camp  of  the  second  division  of  the  British  Persian  expeditionary  fnre 
was  pitched  in  1857  on  the  open  ground,  at  a  distance  of  about  1,800  yard* 
S.  of  the  great  nullah  which  connects  the  Shat-ul-Arab  and  Karun,  facing 
the  N.,  the  prevailing  winds  being  E.  and  W. 

The  population  of  Muhammarah  is  about  3,000. 


Route  No.  270. 

Muhammarah  to  B6shahr,  via  Hindtak. 
Authority — Pblly. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTAlTCX,  IK  HILZS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Dobak  ...  20  hours  E.     The  usual  way  of  going  betiwn 

these  places  is  by  boat  up  the  Bahr-ul-Ma>Ur 
and  Nahr-al-Fallahfah  by  poling  and  trackirc. 
The  country  is  under  water  except  in  the  h  a. 

weather,  and  not  practicable.    Supplies,  fuel,  water,  and  forage  procurable  here.    Very  tic- 
healthy. 

2.  Abd6l  Hasan ...  4£  hours   to  Jan gf rah  E.,  and  10  mile*,  3 

hours  E.  As  far  as  the  village  of  Janrfrah 
travellers  usually  go  by  boat,  first  up  the  Sahr- 
al-Fallahiah  and  then  by  the  Jarahi  and  Jar- 
girah  canal,  passing  villages  of  Kotasha  anl 
Elboneim  (P).     This  takes  & 'tween    4     an<1    •> 

hours.    Then  by  land    for  10  miles  over  a  plain  crossing  the  Nahr-al-Jabar  at  4  miles  W 
a  ford  up  to  horse's  girth.    Water,  futl,  camel-thorn  procurable 


3.  Bandar  Mashh6r 


18 


IS  miles,  6  hours  E.  S.  E.  At  ]  \  miles  l*w 
canals,  whence  no  more  water  on  this  stag-; 
then  over  a  dry  sandy  plain  rising  graduilir 
towards  the  S.  W.  At  6  miles  come  to  % 
splendid  plain  covered  with  grass  and  th* 
flocks  of   tents  of  nomads  over  which  the  r»*»l 

continues  for  4|  miles,  when  grass  becomes  more  scarce,  and  at  last  ceases  from  11  into  Buxitf 

Mashhtir. 

In  spring  rain  water  is  abundant  here,  but  in  summer  there  is  only  a  little  that  is  quit? 

brackish  in  wells.    Supplies,  forage,  and  fuel  procurable  in  small  quantities. 


4.  HivdiXn 


25 


25  mile*,  7  hours  E.S.E.  For  l>  mile*  orrr 
a  plain  of  dark  brown  alluvial  deposit  with 
very  little  grass  ;  the  plain  then  rises  ami  i« 
covered  with  grass  which,  however,  ceases  in  the 

next  3  miles.   The  last  3  miles  is  over  a  plain  with  grass ;  water,  forage  procurable ;  also  too* 

fuel  and  supplies. 


6.  Bandar  DiiJLm 


27 


27 


The  RiveT  ITindian  is  crossed  by  ferry  fiV 
after  leaving  the  town.  Koad  leads  frr  afc  \t  * 
miles  over  a  plain  gradually  falling  ti»wanN  the 
N.,  and  sloping  to  the  foot  of  the  hills  ;  tl**t 
follow  10  miles  over  a  barren  marfchy  plain,  whin 
a    ravine     filled  with    salt    water*    has    to  ht 

err***).    S'x  miVs  fnrtht  r  is  Shaikh  AM  til  a.     Beyond  that  the  road  leads  over  a  plain,  ait 

and  sandy  towards  the  sea,  but  grassy  towards  the  hills. 
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Route  No.  270 — contd. 
Muhammarah  to  Bushahry  via  Hindidn — contd. 


Distajtci,  ur  miles. 

8t«g«  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  4c. 

6.  Kala  Hisab 

7.  Kaid  Haidab     ... 

8.  Ban  das  Bfo 

9.  Br  Hillah 

10.  Chahoadak 

11.   BfJSHAHB 

12 
18 
15 
18 
25 
16 

39 

57 

72 

90 

115 

131 

►  See  route  Bihbahan  to  Btishahr,  No.  67. 

Route  No.  271 

Muhammarah  to  K6m,  via  Sh<jstar,  Dizf6l,  BfjRtjjfRD,  and  SultanabXd. 
Authority — Major  Bell. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Dxhavci,  iv  anus 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Gisbah  ob  Ktjsbbh  7  ...  Leaving  the  town,    skirt    its  northern   wall, 

moving  E.  The  country  to  the  N.  is  barren, 
but  a  belt  of  cultivation  fringes  the  Kartin. 
The  road  is  a  mere  track  across  the  mud  flat. 

In  part*,  where  very  swampy,  it  is  slightly  formed  and  raised  ;  at  7  miles  Kusbeh  a  small 

village  of  mud  and  straw  huts  on  the  left  bank  of  a  creek  about  3'  deep  and  50'  wide,  difficult 

to  ford.     Inhabitants  Arab-*. 


2.  Abab  Camp 


••• 


30 


37 


Road  as  before  along  the  right  bank  of  the 
Karun,  the  date  palm  ceases,  and  the  country 
becomes  a  treeless  plain.  At  6  miles  pass  Rah  wall, 
a  tower  on  the  river  banks.  Country  becomes 
barren  at  abont  13  miles.  Large  ponds  are  frequently  met  with,  as  the  country  is  liable  to 
floods.  At  about  30  miles  good  grazing  and  water  obtainable.  If  necessary,  a  halt  may  be 
made  half  way. 

Over  partly  cultivated  plain  with  good  pas- 
turage. Cross  a  disused  canal.  At  3  miles  pass 
a  good  dry  camping  ground  with  a  large  pond  of 
|  good  water  close  by.  At  6  miles  Saba,  a  few 
mod  huts  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  which  is  here  at  least  150  yards  wide.  Through  cultiva* 
tion  (wheat  and  barley)  and  past  numerous  Arab  encampments. 


3.  Abab  Camp 


24 


61 


4.  AMfBAOBKfoOMf- 


13 


74 


At  9  miles  reach  the  Ummiit  Temr  ferry,  where 
there  is  a  small  village,  from  which  an  Arab 
boat  daily  sails  to  Ahwaz,  making  the  trip  in  S 
hours.  The  river  is  about  80  yards  wide  and 
18*  deep.  It  is  crossed  by  a  small  ferry  boat  capable  of  transporting  about  a  ton  at  a 
time.  Paw  Isla,  a  small  village  in  the  bend  of  the  river.  The  plain  along  the  left  bank  is 
well  cultivated.   At  13  miles,  island  and  small  village  of  Amira. 
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Route  No.  271— con td. 
Muhammarah  to  Kum,  vid  Shfatar,  Dizful,  Burujird,  and  Sultfn&bdd — oontd. 


Stage  or  halting    place. 


Dihavcs,  iv  vn.ii. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac, 


5.  Ahwaz 


8 


82 


Along  the  river  bank.  At  3  miles  pass  Kut 
Abd6la ;  then  several  high  mounds,  which  might 
form  a  line  of  defence  ;  gravel  and  sandstone  now 
take  the    place    of  the    alluvial    soil    hitherto 

marched  over.    Ahwaz   is  a  poor  village  of  300  or  400  inhabitants,  supplies  procurable  in 

small  quantities.     For  further  details,  vide  Ahwaz.     Elevation  220'. 


6.  Wais 


11 


93 


Skirt  the  river  and  pass  the  low  range  which 
stretches  £.  The  wheat  cultivation  about  here 
is  excellent.  After  a  mile  or  so  the  road  leave* 
the  river  and  runs  across  a  hard  level  plain. 
At  about  7  miles  cross  a  disused  canal  100'  wide  and  6'  deep,  and  1  mile  from  Wais 
another  canal  with  water  in  it.  Wais  is  a  small  village  with  about  200  inhabitants,  on  the 
bank  of  the  Karun,  which  it*  here  about  275  yards  wide.  A  ferry  is  maintained  here.  Wais 
is  the  limit  of  the  Shaikh  of  Muhammarah's  authority. 


7.  Bawd-i-Kib 


12 


105 


Above  Wais  the  light  alluvial  soil  is  well  fitted 
for  cultivation,  but  there  is  not  much  of  it, 
thongh  on  the  right  bank  the  plain  is  well 
cultivated.  The  country  generally  is  treeleMt 
At  5  miles  pass  Kh&na  N&b&n,  a ,  small  village.  ^  Road  so  far  hard  and  good  ;  opposite  Baml-i- 
Kfrthe  left  arm  of  the  Karun  (Ab-i-Bolftf  or  Ab-i-Gargar)  is  crossed  by  ferry  boat.  Band- 
i-Kir  is  an  Arab  village  with  about  300  inhabitants.  Good  grazing  and  cultivation 
around. 


8.  DatjlatXbId 


11 


116 


Road  over  the  level  plain  between  the  two 
arms  of  the  Karun.  At  2  miles  the  pUin 
becomes  undulating  ;  at  6  miles  incline  tl .  to 
avoid  a  swamp  about  2  miles  long  and  1  broad, 
good  deal  of  cultivation  about.  4  miles  to  the  W. 
steep  and  barren  hills  arise.  Daulatabad  is  a  wi etched  Arab  village.  The  road  from  Band- 
j-Kir  is  good  and  might  be  rapidly  improved. 


At  8  miles  strike  the  Daulatabad  road.    A 


9.  Sh<jstab 


21 


137 


Road  skirts  the  river,  here  70  yards  wiuV. 
At  7  miles  cross  a  small  irrigation  canal  and 
traverse  well  irrigated  country.  At  9  roih* 
pass  a  white  tower  known  as  the  Sahib-uU 
Nabbi.  At  10  miles  village  of  Khoid-Buleh  ;  1J  miles  further  on  another  village  (Bunar^ . 
at  13  miles  cross  a  small  canal.  At  14  miles  reach  the.  wharf,  where  boats  generally  discharc* 
their  cargoes  for  Shu^tar.  Pa&s  Shilili  and  Mahf-Ha/an.  At  IS  miles  the  road  goes  through 
a  cutting  and  then  over  some  undulations,  giving  a  £<>od  line  of  defence  facing  south.  Then 
through  another  cutting  about  600  yards  long  and  into  the  well-cultivated  plain  of  Shd*tir. 
The  ground  is  much  brokeu  up  by  ravines  and  canals,  cross  the  bridge  of  8h&h  Alt  |.V 
long  and  12'  broad)  and  then  the  Pul-i-Lashkar  of  8  arches.  The  road  generally  speaking 
on  this  stage  is  narrow  and  bad.     For  an  account  of  Shd^tar  turn  to  that  heading. 

10.  Ab-i-Bid  ...  18  155       Leave  Shustar  by  the  bridge  over  the  AIm- 

Shateit,  15'  wide  and  600  yards  long,  then  i»ier 
Atony  ground  to  a  break  in  th*  hills  of  FodaUk 
which  form   a   narrow  gap,  through  which   th# 

road  goes  oy  a  steep  mule  path.    Easy  descent  to  the  rich  plains  of  Akfi.    The  road  down 


•»* 


WIO* 


is  about  12'  wide  and  generally  good.  At  7  miles  the  mad  goes  through  a  cutting  7 
and  BOO  yards  long,  on  emerging  from  which  the  B.'ikhtiari  country  is  entered.  Whe*t 
cultivation  now  commence*.  Cross  several  small  canals  and  streams,  Ab-i-Bid  is  a  small 
fortified  village,  the  winter  residence  of  the  Ilkkani  of  the  Bakhti&ris.  Elevation  cW- 
Water  good  and  plentiful  from  a  stream. 
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Bouts  No.  %l\—eontd. 
Mukammarah  to  Kimf  via  Shusfar,  Disftil,  Btirujird,  and  Sultdndbdd — contd. 


Stage  or  limiting  place. 


DisrurcK.  ur  mtlxb. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


11.   DllrfL 


18 


173 


Over  a  gentle  undulating  pasture  land.  At 
4  miles  Sar-i-Besha ;  a  ruined  enclosure.  Low 
hills  skirt  the  plain,  here  about  3  miles  wide. 
At  5  miles  cross  a  broad  pebbly  river  bed  with 
a  shallow  narrow  stream  trickling:  through.  At  12  miles  ford  another  stream,  then  over 
a  richly  cultivated  gently  undulating  country  to  Dizfiil  (q.  v.).  The  best  camping  ground 
lire  to  the  north  of  the  bridge  near  the  Prince's  pleasure  house.     (Elevation  680'.) 

From  Dizfiil  to  Butujird  there  is  only  one  practicable  road,  that  followed  below.    There 
is  a  pathway  leading  direct  to  Khuramabad,  but  it  is  impracticable  for  any  but  men  on  'foot. 


12.  Bill  BCD 


16 


189 


Cross  the  Ab-i-Dizfidi  by  a  brick  bridge  of 
21  arches,  430  yards  long.  Then  over  the  Sahra- 
i-Ltir,  a  cultivated  but  treeless  plain,  by  a  hard 
broad  road  at  6  miles.  Salihabad  a  small  mud 
village  surrounded  by  irrigated  fields.  At  12  miles  cross  the  dry  bed  of  a  river  200  yards 
wide.  The  plain  now  becomes  stony  and  slopes  upwards  ;  enter  low  hills  at  about  14  miles. 
At  15  cross  grassy  undulations  about  1  mile  S.W.  of  Kala  K&sim,  the  same  probably  as 
Rawlinson's  Aala-i-Tangawan.  Strike  the  Bald  Rud  at  16  miles.  The  river  here  is  100 
yards  wide  .and  flows  in  a  deep  bed  with  steep  banks  ;  the  bed  is  of  pebbles  and  boulders. 
The  descent  to  the  river  is  easy,  and  usually  it  is  easily  fordable  ;  after  rain  it  will  be  rapid 
and  about  3'  deep.  Remains  of  a  bridge,  a  short  distance  below  the  ford.  Good  grazing  on 
the  banks  of  the  river. 


13.  Kala  Htjbaineh 


12 


201 


Gross  the  river  and  ascend  the  opposite  bank 
by  a  steep  (£)  but  broad  path.  At  2  miles  skirt 
a  deep  ravine  into  whioh  a  difficult  descent.  At 
4  miles  road  becomes  fairly  good  over  gentle 
undulations.  At  5  miles  a  reeky  and  somewhat  difficult  ridge  ;  then  over  rather  swampy 
ground  for  2  or  3  miles,  numerous  streams.  At  8  miles  descend  by  difficult  winding  rocky 
path  into  a  valley,  cross  the  stream  which  waters  it,  and  ascend  the  other  side  by  a  similar 
path  (elevation  1,0*10').  Road  now  fairly  level  and  good,  crossing  several  small  KtreamB. 
At  11  miles  descend  by  a  difficult  path  into  the  deep  bed  of  the  Husaineh  stream.  The  fort 
is  a  small  one.    Water  from  river  and  good  pasturage  close  by. 


14.  Ab-i-Zal 


•♦• 


17 


218 


^At  1  mile  cross  the  deep  valley  of  the  Tiktik 
Ah  by  a  difficult  rocky  path  ;  then  over  the  Waran 
Tushmal  mountains  and  through  several  ravines. 
At  7  miles  rrach  the  Bidruze  plain,  from 
which  there  is  a  direct  but  difficult  path  to  Khuramabad  vid  Kiriib  and  the  Kuh-i-Gird 
(ride  Route  No.  223).  The  road  now  improve**  and  rise'*  gradually  through  intricate  rocky 
hill*.  At  13  miles  traverse  the  Kala-l&za  valley  (1,560').  Water  from  streams,  forage 
plentiful,  and  room  for  a  large  camp.  At  14  pans  the  ruined  Kala  Reza.  At  the  northern 
end  of  the  valle?  runs  the  Ab-i-Zil.  Camp  on  the  left  or  near  bank.  The  Zal  is  here  a  rapid 
stream  20'  to  6v  wide  in  a  deep  valley  between  perpendicular  cliffs  100'  high  in  places. 
The  river  is  quite  un fordable  after  rain,  and  there  is  no  bridging  material  at  hand.  The 
▼'Uley  tn  which  it  flows  is  2  or  3  miles  wide.    (Elevation  1,200'.) 


15.  JaOKAB 


15 


233 


Cross  the  river,  and  over  the  stony  bed  of  the 
valley  ;  then  by  a  bad  bit  of  road  into  the  stony 
Theodor  valley,  which  is  watered  by  a  small 
,  stream  (3  miles).  Up  its  stony  bed  for  about 
4  miles  j  then  by  an  easy  but  rocky  gradient  over  a  spur  (1,950')  descend  gently  and  cross 
another  spur ;  another  mile  brings  one  to  a  small  stream  with  good  grazing. 
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Ascend  a  stony  hill  and  skirt  the  almost  perpendicular  sides  of  the  Kialah  or  Keolan  range 
(2,060').  Descend  into  the  rich  pasture  valley  of  Jaokar  (1,840')  watered  by  a  clear 
brook. 

The  gradients  over  the  spurs  of  the  Keolah  are  easy  enough,  but  the  rocks  and  atones 
render  the  march  difficult. 

The  valley  is  very  suitable  for  a  camp.  The  Karkhah  river  is  about  2  miles  to  the  left, 
and  any  part  of  its  valley  (here  culled  Saimarrah)  is  fit  for  both  marching  and  camping. 
Near  Pul-i-Tang  (4  or  5  miles  distant)  the  Karkhah  contracts  from  80  yards  to  5  or  6,  and  is 
bridged  by  a  single  arch.  The  best  road  to  Zohab  and  Karmansh&h  leads  up  the  right  bank 
of  the  Saimarrah  valley,  as  well  as  that  by  the  Kashgan  river  to  Khuram&bad  (Route  No, 
224).  From  the  Pul-i-Tang  there  is  also  a  road  over  the  Kailiin  Pass  to  Khuramabad  (Route 
No.  223). 

16.  Tawg-i-LailAm  ... 


10 


243 


Descend  the  Jaokar  valley,  and  turn  up  the 
Saimarrah  valley,  here  1  mile  wide  ;  at  2  or  3 
miles  some  low  undulations  narrow  the  vallev 
to  400  yards.  Cross  a  couple  of  streams  with 
difficult  descents  and  ascents ;  then  over  a  grassy  plateau  to  the  foot  of  the  Kailun  range.  At 
7  miles  low  undulating  hills  with  easy  gradients,  then  up  a  long  valley  to  the  Lafliim  stream, 
a  tributary  of  the  Saimarrah.  This  fine  valley  is  about  1,000  yards  wide,  and  well  suited  for  a 
camping  ground.    Good  pasture.     (Elevation  1,560'.) 

17.  Taxg-i-FXni      ...  7  250        Cross  the  Lailtim,  whioh,  though  only    2tf 

broad,  is  difficult  owing  to  boulders  ;  then  across 
a  stony  valley  and  over  stony  slopes.  Cross  a 
stream  at  4  miles.    Skirt  the  Ab-i-Fani  by  a  path 

fairly  level  and  good  for  a  mile  or  so,  then  cross  it  by  a  difficult  ford,  and  camp  on  the  other 
side  in  fine  pasture  ground,  at  the  foot  of  the  Kailun  range  (elevation  1,530'). 

18.  VaxmiXn 


10 


260 


Ascend  by  a  stony  path  between  the  Kailun 
range  and  a  small  lake  (elevation  2,050') ;  then 
over  stony  undulations  by  a  difficult  path  to 
the  pass  across  the  Kailun  range  known  as 
the  Tang-i-Chal-i-Jaidar.  The  fertile  plain  of  Jaidar  lies  8  miles  to  the  north.  The 
pass  is  winding  and  stony,  but  of  good  width.  Gradients  £  or  £.  Top  of  pass  3,1 7<>. 
the  final  ascent  being  difficult.  Descend  by  easy  gradients  about  200',  then  over  an 
undulating,  grassy  country  to  the  fine  pasture  valley  of  Valmian.  Water  plentiful. 
From  Ab-i-Zal  a  lower  line  may  be  followed,  the  stages  being  : — 

MUea. 


Pul-i-Tang 

Cham-i-Gaz 

Valmian 


19.  Tanq-i-PbnXwub 


••• 


10 
14 
17* 


13 


(Elevation  2,700'.) 
273 


Over  a  sea  of  grassy  undulations  by  gratl* 
gradients.  At  5  miles  cross  a  grassy  ptatrau 
about  a  mile  square ;  then  through  a  low  pass  to 
the  pastures  of  the  Hasan  wand  tribe.  From 
here  a  road  practicable  for  artillery  is  said  to  lead  across  the  Jaidar  plain  by  the  SbApux 
bridge,  the  Tang-i-Dub&shi,  and  the  right  bank  of  the  Kashgin  river  to  Khuramahcvl. 
trom  the  Jaidar  plain,  a  steep  and  rocky  path  also  leads  down  the  right  bank  of  the 
Kashkan  river  to  the  Karkhah  valley,  a  mile  above  Pul-i-Gamask&n.  The  Tang-i-Penawar 
Vallev  is  watered  by  a  plentiful  stream.    (Elevation  3,570'.) 

Tho  country  so  far  from  the  coast  is  treeless  and  produces  no  firewood  ;  a  force  moving 
along  this  road  would  therefore  have  to  carry  about  3  weeks*  supply  of  charcoal 
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20.  BadXmak 


282 


Over  stony  ground  to  the  Pen&war  Pass,  <  he 
first  ascent  is  extremely  difficult,  then  over  grassy 
undulations.  Highest  point  4,050'.  Up  a  lateral 
valley  by  an  easy  road  ;  then  descend  to  the  foot 

of  the  Dalich  range,  crossing  several  streams  and  good  pasture  land.    Then  down  to  the 

Radamak  stream  (4,365')  ;  firewood  now  plentiful. 


21.  Ab-i-Sahd 


8 


290 


Ascend  the  valley  by  a  winding  stony  tr^ck. 
At  three  or  four  miles  ascend  the  Dalfch  Pass, 
from  the  foot  of  which  a  very  bad  road  lrds 
back  to  the  Theodor  valley.  The  ascent  nrght 
be  easily  improved.  The  top  of  the  pass  is  f>,020'  above  the  sea.  The  road  then  winds  down 
the  stony  hill-side  into  the  bed  of  a  dry  ravine.  Then  descend  the  valley  of  Ab-i-Sard  and 
cross  the  stream,  which  is  6'wide.  Camp  on  the  left  bank  (elevation  4,670') •  A  ruined  post- 
house  and  sand  mark  the  spot. 


22.  K6h-i-Ghazal 


10 


300 


Over  the  stony  valley  crossing  several  streams 
and  passing  swamps.  At  three  miles  skirt  the 
A frfn a  stream,  2(j  wide  and  2'  deep,  and  at  4£ 
miles  cross  it  and  a  small  tributary.  £.  of  the 
stream  lies  Nasarabad,  with  its  ruined  telegraph  station.  A  heavy  bit  of  road  with  steep 
accents  and  descents  for  a  couple  of  miles,  when  cross  the  Tagin  stream,  30'  wide  and  2  J 
deep,  with  stone  bottom.  Skirt  the  Kuh-i-Ghazal  range  by  a  stony  traok;  then  through  park- 
like scenery,  descend  to  a  valley  under  the  Kuh-i-Ghazal.  The  country  hereabouts  may  be 
described  generally  as  huge  roiling  grassy  hills  separated  by  valleys  50C  deep.  (Elevation 
4,925'.) 


23.  DIdabad    P  l  a 

TEAU. 


Ckamask  Vallbt. 


9 


309 


A  broad  track  rises  and  winds  over  and  round 
stony  undulations,  then  skirts  the  Chamask 
river  flowing  W.,  a  rapid  stream  30'  wide  and 
2£'  deep.  At  2\  miles  its  valley  opens  out  and 
forms  a  suitable  camping  ground  for  a  large 
force.  The  river  is  crossed  by  a  difficult  ford.  Then  cross  the  Kepkan  stream  (4,950'),  skirt 
the  little  Regan  stream,  and  then  by  a  good  but  stony  traok  cross  the  range  which  bounds  it 
on  the  £.  Towards  the  summit  (5,880^  the  road  becomes  very  difficult  for  a  short  way. 
The  descent  on  the  other  side  is  easy.  Major  Bell  encamped  lust  below  the  Nal  Shikanda 
Pa*s,  where  there  is  a  small  stream,  but  a  force  would  go  a  mile  further  on  to  the  DadAbad 
plateau. 


24.  ShjCh-Lv-ShXh 


iii 


320} 


Road  generally  good,  crossing  numerous  small 
streams,  gradients  not  over  ^»  though  huge  un- 
dulations are  traversed.  At  5  miles  cross 
the  Shrirab  flowing  in  a  deep  valley  (4,7()5'). 
Then  by  a  stony  and  bad  road  wind  up  the  stream  between  undulations  to  the  summit  of  tho 
Kuh-i-Bowf  (6,665').  Sh&h-in-Shah  lies  about  a  couple  of  miles  down  the  other  side. 
Troops  would  encamp  on  the  hill-side  above  it. 


25.  KhurajlabXd   m. 


81 


330 


Descend  to  the  valley,  the  centre  of  which  is 
swampy  ;  cross  a  stream,  and  at  2  miles  cross 
the  Dar-i-Rud,  just  above  its  junction  with  the 
I  Ab-i-Khuramabad,  a  swift  river  4'  deep  and  101/ 
wide,  with  firm  banks  a  foot  or  two  above  the  water-level.  The  river  would  have  to  be 
bridged  for  troops,  though  travellers  always  ford  it,  except  when  swollen  by  rain.     Skirt  the 
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left  bank ;  at  7  miles  pass  a  ruined  bridge.  The  road  across  the  valley  is  a  hard  clay  truck, 
a  few  poor  villages  dot  the  plain,  while  on  nearing  the  town  numerous  gardens  greet  the  ey. 
The  town  is  entered  by  a  bridge  18'  broad  and  300  yards  long.  For  an  account  of  it,  ride 
Khuramabad.  The  only  real  difficulties  in  the  last  two  marches  are  the  descent  of  the 
Kiih-i-Bowi  and  the  passage  of  the  Dar-i-rdd.     (Elevation  4,06c.) 


26.  Zagh* 


22 


352 


Cross  the  bridge  and,  following  the  telegraph 
line,  ascend  the  valley  running  E.,  in  which  fluvt 
a  rapid  stream  20'  to  50'  wide,  crossed  bj  t 
bridge  45'  long.  The  road  now  runs  along  th« 
hill-side,  being  in  parts  merely  a  rocky  narrow  mule  track.  Reach  a  gravelly  plateau,  aft  * 
crossing  which  descend  by  a  gorge  200  yards  wide,  to  a  stream  20'  wide,  which  ford.  At  9  mil" 
enter  a  gorge  between  rocky  hills  and  follow  it  for  a  couple  of  miles ;  then  turn  up  a  well 
watered  valley  1,000  yards  wide,  and  pass  over  its  bounding  hills  by  a  bad  stony  mule  pa**. 
(5,660').  Traverse  the  Dara-Dar&z,  a  grassy  valley,  7  miles  broad,  and  at  19  J  miles  commence 
the  ascent  out  of  the  valley  by  what  is  known  as  the  Zaghe*  Pass.  The  last  400  yank  u 
very  steep  (\).  The  summit  is  6,830'  above  the  s?a.  The  descent  is  easier.  Encamp  in  * 
broad  basin  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  (6,330'),  where  there  are  a  few  mud  huts.  The  road  over  the 
Zaghe*  Pass  is  closed  to  traffic  in  winter  during  one  month  only,  and  then  merely  for  a  few 
days  at  a  time.  From  Khuramabad  to  Zaghe'  the  country  is  treeless  and  devoid  of  firewood. 
Water  and  forage  generally  excellent. 

The  road  is  generally  good  and  capable  of  being  made  into  a  cart-road.     (Elevation 
6,91<y). 

27.  Kala  BazXh      ... 


12 


364 


Ford  the  Zaghe*  stream.  At  3}  miles  dewm-l 
out  of  the  basin  to  the  Huru  valley  by  a  §t*-p 
descent.  The  Huni  is  a  tributary  of  the  Ksj»h- 
gan.  Pass  Omani,  a  small  village,  and  ford  \\* 
Huni,  200'  wide,  2J'  deep,  rapid  current  and 
altogether  difficult.  Then  ascend  by  a  good  road  past  Rain  Kazan  hamlet  to  the  top  of  tt* 
Chewira Shah  Pass  (7,030).  The  road  winds  down  the  other  side  to  Kala  Kazan,  a  Ur 
village  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  (6,250').  This  would  probably  be  as  good  a  place  as  any  to 
halt  at    The  distance  marched  by  Major  Bell  would  be  too  great  for  troops. 


28.  CHfaAHCHfJllN 


11 


375 


Cross  a  stream  and  ascend  a  hill  900'  high  br 
a  steep  zig-zag  ;  desoend  and  cross  another  hill 
(Gardan-i- Kazan) ;  on  the  other  side  is  AsfzabsJ. 
a  small  village  in  a  deep  ravine,  which  foil*-* 


vo  4  ueep,  iwjwyp  w mo  «uu  •  onu«  vuncuv  \«b».  »,ojv/,  lucre  are  toe  remains  ox  ■ 
masonry  bridge.  Timber  available  for  bridging.  Chulanchul&n  is  a  lnrge  village  standis? 
in  the  cultivated  valley  of  the  Diz,  here  5  miles  wide.    (Elevation  4,920'). 


29.  BfafrfBD 


18 


393 


for  an  account  of  which  vide  "  Burujfrd." 
30.  ZIlion  ...  |         22 


By  a  good,  fine  weather  road  15'  to  20'  widt, 
pas»ing  numerous  villages.  At  11  mOe*  en* 
the  Tehij,  a  shallow  stream,  and  keep  along  it  f<* 
a  mile  or  so.     At  18  miles  the  town  of  BuiujirJ, 


clients   in  places  very   steep 


415 


Cros«  the  cultivated  plain  of  BdrujfidbT* 

road  15'  wide,  enter  the  hills  on  the  E.,  and*! 

2  miles  cross  a  rapid   stream.     Pass  a  small  i»l* 

lage,  and  at  3  miles  commence  the  ascent.    Gnv 

The  summit    is  about   a   1,000'    above   BdrdjfnL    An 
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undulating  region  is  now  traversed,  the  road  gradually  rising.  The  highest  point,  the 
Takht-i-Ru.Htum.i8  reached  at  7,610'  (8  miles  from  Burujird.)  The  road  then  descends, 
posing  several  villages  Sar-Darra,  Kala  Madia,  Sirinja,  where  a  fertile  valley  is  reached.  Ford 
the  stream  ;  at  14  miles  cross  the  Ktillan  river,  50'  wide  and  3'  deep.  The  road  then  ascends 
and  cro**es  the  hills,  reaching  7,900'.  The  descent  is  hut  a  mule  track.  Pass  hamlets  of 
Kausk-i.Darr  and  Du-Julf.    Zaleon  is  a  mud  village  (Elev.  7,640'). 


31.  Tub! 


14 


429 


beyond  enter  the  Tang-i-Tura,  a  defile  where 


Up  a  broad  valley  hy  a  good  road  ;  at  4  miles 
pass  villages  of  Gul-i-Jard  and  Julia,  and  at 
6  miles  foid  the  Bamini  stream  ;  at  6  miles  cross 
the  Xb-i-Tnra  by  a  wooden  bridge,  and  1 J  miles 
the  Hamadan  road  joins  in;  at  the  end  of  the 


defile  the  cultivated  valley  and  village  of  Turn  are  reached.    (Elevation  6,490'.) 

32.  Sr/LTiNiBiD       ... 


24 


453 


Ford  a  stream.  The  road  then  goes  along 
the  valley  of  the  Xb-i-Turaf  which  is  ultimately 
crossed  by  a  bridge  10'  wide  and  200'  long.  The 
road,  which  is  hard  and  good,  then  ascends  the 
valley,  passing  several  villages,  the  country  becoming  gradually  more  barren  ;  at  12  miles  pass 
Miniku,  a  large  village,  3  miles  distant  to  the  left ;  at  17  miles  reach  the  watershed  of  the 
valley  and  descend  by  a  stony  gorge  to  the  fertile  valley  of  Kallani,  crowded  with  large 
villages.  Cross  the  river  by  a  stone  bridge,  100'  lon^  and  8'  broad,  and  enter  the  town, 
whicn  is  a  place  of  commercial  importance,  with  a  good  bazaar.  The  population  is  estimated 
at  4,000.    Supplies  procurable.    Transport  scarce.     (Elevation  6,110.) 

467  By  a  good  road  across  level  gronnd  ;  soil,  gravel 
and  clay.  At  3  miles  cultivation  ceases.  At 
7  miles  Shfrgird,  a  large  village.  Water  from  a 
well ;  adjacent  country  cultivated.  At  9 J-  miles 
lage  at  an  elevation  of  5,570'. 

10  477       The  road  now  runs  over  the  plain  under  the 

low  hills  on  the  right  hand  side,  and  is  a  hard 
gravelly  track.  Pass  villages  of  Kala-i-Nau 
Karchaiiin,  Khairabad,  N  lira  bad,  Shahsawamn. 


33.  SuIbwab 


14 


village  of  Mutabad.    Siiahwar  is  a  large  vi 

34.  iBBlHfttlBiD     ... 


There  is  a  small  bazaar  at  Ibrahfinab&d. 

35.  Rakoird  ...  23  1        500       Over  the  desert  by  a  good  road.    At  5  miles 

water  from  a  leandt.  The  plateau  now  be- 
comes somewhat  undulating.  At  17  miles  the 
road  passes  between  two  outlying  hills,  2  miles 

•part    A  mile  further"  on  a  rapid  brook  crosses  the  road.    At  the  smalf  village  of  Kangird 

•purs  from  the  hills  on  both  sides  meet  across  the  road. 


36.  SIlion 


•«. 


17 


617 


Over  the  aforesaid  spur  by  a  narrow  and  diffi- 
cult bit  of  road.  Enter  a  cultivated  valley 
watered  by  a  stream.  At  7  miles  pass  village  of 
Sernpchugan,  where  the  road  crosses  a  small 
stream.  At  9  miles  Anetbeg  (4,910').  The  road  now  runs  along  the  nlain,  part  of  which  is 
cultivated,  but  is  mostly  desert.  At  13£  miles  descend  into  a  ravine  ana  cross  it.  fe'aleon  con- 
sists of  2  tarais  with  a  garden  and  stream.  . 

Across  desert.  At  6|  miles  water  from  a 
Jcandt  and  dbamhdr.  The  road  is  stony  but 
good.  At  15  miles  cross  a  narrow  canal  by  a 
masonry  bridge.    The  country  is  now  irrigated 


37.  Kux 


••» 


18 


535 


50 
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and  cultivated  right  up  to  Kum.  Enter  the  city  by  a  masonry  bridge  225'  long  and  18'  broid 
over  the  Ab-i-Kh6nRar,  which  in  the  hot  weather  is  dry ;  un  ford  able  when  full. 

For  an  account  of  the  town,  vide  Kum.     (Elevation  3,470*.) 

From  Kum  on  to  Tihran  by  the  post  road  is  4  stages  or  87  miles,  making  the  total 
distance  from  Muhammarah  622  miles,  while  from  Bushahr  to  Tihran  it  is  717  mile*. 


Route  No.  272. 

MfJHAMMABAH  TO  ShJJSTAR,  Vid  AhWAZ. 

Authority, — Mackenzie;  Pelly. 
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1.  Village  (probably  7  7       This  village  is   on  the  right  (Muharomara' ' 

Kusbeh).  bank  of  the  Kditin.     If  proceeding  vid  Sanu/r  . 

the  river  is  here  crossed  by  ferry ;  animals  sw.l 
across. 
By  keeping  along  the  right  bank  of  the  river  to  Omfra  and  there  crossing  by  ferry,  tL* 
distance  is  shortened  by  11  miles,  but  there  are  no  intervening  villages. 


2.  Samazm,     or    Si- 

MANIA  (>). 

3.  On ira,  or  AlifRA 

4.  AnwXz  ... 
6.  Wais 

6.  Bakd-i-KU 

7.  SntiSTAB 


••• 


••• 


#•• 


24  | 

31 

17 

48 

10 

58 

14 

72 

10 

82 

24 

106 

Here  a  ferry. 


Cross  to  right  bank  by  ferry. 

From  Band-i  Kfr  the  road  goes  dtrwt  !■» 
Shiistar,  where  the  river  is  again  forded ;  *&*" 
up  to  the  horses'  girths. 
The  distances  here  given  are  in  the  aggregate  31  miles  less  than  the  distance  giro  w 
Major  Bell  ( Route  No.  273),  and  without  doubt  are  very  much  understated,  as  may  be**  J 
by  comparing  them  with  the  map. 

Tbe  routes  given  above  are  probably  more  or  lew  the  same  throughout,  at  all  efwti 
Route  274  (Muhammarah  to  Kum)  is  the  only  one  which  would  be  followed  by  an  arm*. 
The  road  along  the  right  bank,  though  perhaps  shorter,  would  be  much  more  difficult  oviv 
to  the  Rtid-i-Buzurg-i-Sbtistar. 

Pelly  makes  it  84  miles  to  Amira,  and  gives  the  following  stages  :— 


1.  TslXkiya 

2.  Both  Saitid  (?).« 
S.  Anil! 


•#• 

36 

36 

•  — 

7 

42 

•  •• 

42 

64 

7    Water  from  river.    Tree*,  date,  tod  ias 

jjungles. 

Water  from  river.    Trees,  dates.    Roadirwd 


387 
NA1BAND. 

Lai  32°  0'  (/'  (P) ;  Long.  67°  3ff  (f  (?). 

A  village  of  about  400  inhabitants  on  the  western  border  of  Khuras&n.  It  lies 
about  130  miles  from  Birjand,  and  200  from  Karman.  It  is  perched  on 
a  crag  with  a  view  to  defence  against  Baluch  marauders.  There  is  one 
stream  of  good  water,  but  the  supply  is  scanty.  It  is  only  important  as  the 
junction  of  several  desert  routes. 


Route  No.  273. 

Naiband  to  Mashhad,  via  TtiN. 
Authority.—* Libutenant-Colonkl  Stewart. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dirajtcb,  nr  xilzb. 


Description,  Ac. 


Naiband  to — 
Chabhma  Sh6b 


Ab-i-Gabm 


••• 


Zbvag6n 
AbabadId 


DuHUK 


•  •• 


ChahIb  Gumbaz   ... 
chah  ku8hab 

Ttiw 
Babukd 

Sab-i-Dih 
Bajibtajt 
Yrasi 

MlA5DBH 

FaizIb^d 
Tfbbat-i-Hajdabi.  . . 

Kala  Shihzada    ... 


•  •* 


12 

12 

18 

30 

15 

45 

3 

48 

18 

66 

12 

78 

27 

18 
9 

9 
12 
18 
13 
26 
27 

24 


105 

123 
132 

141 
153 
171 
184 
210 
237 

261 


Bad  road,  with  hills  for  fonr  miles ;  then  good. 
There  is  some  kavir.  Water  very  brackish,  bat 
drinkable. 

Good  road.  Plenty  pf  water,  very  slightly 
brackish. 

r  Both  villages  of  considerable  size.    Plenty  of 
(good  water. 

Good  road ;  no  kavir.  Large  village,  and 
plenty  of  good  water. 

Good  road.    Well  of  slightly  brackish  water. 

Good  road  over  plain.  Caravansarai,  with  well 
of  sweet  water. 

Good  road.    Tun  is  a  small  town. 

Good  road.  Considerable  village,  with  plenty 
of  good  water. 

Good  road.    Village,  with  good  water. 

Good  road.    Small  town.    Plenty  of  water. 

Good  road. 

Considerable  village. 

Large  village,  with  caravansarai  and  bazaar. 

Considerable  town.    Supplies  in  large  quanti- 
ties. 

At  17  miles  crest  of  Gudar-Baidar  Pass  (6,700^ 


388 


Route  No.  27Z—contd. 
Naiband  to  Mashhad,  via  Tun— contd. 


Diarurci,  iir  MILKS. 

Stage  or  halting1  place. 

Interme* 
diate. 

ToUl. 

Description,  Jko.* 

KXfib  KaLA 

SHABiFiBiD 
JIA8HHAD 

24 

12 
22 

285 

297 

319 

At  3  miles  cross  the  Gudar  Muhammad  Mini 
(6,400').    The  pass  is  ea«y,   but  the  road  wuull 
require  making  for  guns.    At  1 1  miles  caravan- 
sarai  of  Rubat  Saf  fd.    Supplies  in  small  quantities 
at  Kafir  Kala. 

Two  caravansarais ;  a  post-house;  and  small 
village. 

Route  No.  274. 

Naiband  to  Yazd. 
Authority. — Lieutenant-Colonel  Stewart. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Nub  and  TO — 
Chasma  Mokbk 

GudAb  Rboi 

Gudar  Kulukhi 

Dinah  Ab 


Gojub 

DlH  A8KAB 

BohXbad 
PrauK 

Zebioun 

KlJB  BUKAS 


Cbah  Kawab 


DlSTlKO,  XV  MILI8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Deaeription*  Ac. 


■  •• 

3 

• 

•  •  • 

45 

•  •  • 

15 

•  •• 

15 

■  •  • 

15 

•  •  • 

24 

•  ■• 

12 

•  •  • 

12 

•  •  • 

18 

•  •• 

21 

.  •  . 

27 

3 

48 
63 
78 


93 
117 
129 
141 

159 

180 


207 


A  small  spring  of  slightly  brackish  water  oa 
the  Karman  road. 
No  water.    Only  a  halting  place  for  camels, 

Halting  place  for  camels.    No  water. 

Very  brackish  water  from  a  large  stream, 
which  is  very  salt,  but  can  be  drunk.  Stream 
is  called  Rud-i-Gullu  Shur. 

Village,  with  good  water,  and  plenty  of  it 

Village.    Plenty  of  good  water. 

Very  large  village,  and  plenty  of  water. 

Small  village.  Good  water,  but  not  in  grsst 
quantity. 

Called  also  Maadan-i-Zerigtin,  from  a  mba 
Water  good,  but  little  of  it.    Small  hamlet 

A  large  dak  or  depression  containing  salt 
water  about  3  miles  round.  There  is  at  ow 
spot  a  very  small  spring  of  braokish  water,  which 
is  drinkable. 

(  A  large  earavansarai  of  burnt  brick.    Fin  or 
six  wells  of  good  water.    No  inhabitants. 


S89 


Route  No.  274 — contd. 
Naiband  to  Yazd — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAFCl,  IV  MILKS. 


Interne- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Fabhaj 

YiZD 


18 
15 


225 
240 


Village,  with  plenty  of  good  water. 


Large  town. 

The  whole  road  is  good,  except  the  first  3  miles  out  of  Naiband,  which  is  over  a  pass. 
Plenty  of  hills  passed,  bat  none  crossed.    This  road  is  from  Native  information. 

_ . -a 


NAIN. 

Lat.  32°  49'  0" ;  Long.  62°  56' </'. 

A  town  in  the  district  of  Yazd,  from  which  it  is  80  miles  distant.  It  is  93 
miles  east  of  Isfahan. 

Nain  is  a  small  town,  rather  less  than  a  mile  in  circumference,  enclosed 
by  a  dilapidated  wall  and  ruinous  ditch,  and  entered  by  five  gateways.  It  is 
situated  on  an  uneven  part  of  a  great  plain,  a  short  distance  south  of  some 
mountains  which  intersect  the  flat  country  at  this  part.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  some  trifling  patches  of  cultivation  and  a  few  gardens  of  fruit  trees, 
the  environs  appear  perfectly  sterile,  and  the  aspect  of  the  place  is  rendered 
still  more  wretched  by  the  ruins  of  mud  walls  which  surround  it.  It  pos- 
sesses a  small  bazaar  of  some  70  or  80  miserable  shops. 

A  ruined  mud  fort  stands  within  the  town,  which  latter  possesses  some 
5,000  inhabitants.  Nain  is  the  principal  place  in  a  district  extending  from 
Bouth-east  to  north-west  about  54  miles,  and  from  north-east  to  south-west 
about  77  miles,  in  which  space  there  appear  to  be  8  villages  and  some 
300  hamlets.  Many  of  the  latter  are  tenanted  each  by  a  very  few  families. 
The  productions  of  the  district  consist  of  barley,  wheat,  cotton,  all  in  trifling 
quantities,  and  fruits,  such  as  melons,  grapes,  and  pomegranates. 

The  importance  of  the  place  lies  on  its  position  at  the  junction  of  roads 
to  Isfahan,  Kashan,  Yazd,  Samnan,  Damghan,  Biabanak,  and  Tabas. 


Authority. — Stack. 


Route  No.  275. 

NaIn  to  Isfahan. 


Staff  or  baiting  place 


1.  TcHDASHK, 
TtTBDASHT. 


DiBiiirci,  xv  xusa. 


Interme- 
dials. 


Total. 


Description,  Ae. 


or 


30 


Pass  a  few  villages  while  gradually  ascending. 
At  Bilabad  halfway  is  a  deserted  sarai,  and  a 
hanat  of  good  water.  The  ascent  to  this  point 
from  Nain  is  about  3,000'.    The  road  now  goes 


S90 

Route  No.  Wbi—conld. 
Ndin  to  IsfaAdn-~contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DxstAvca,  ik  xilm. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


through  the  Bilabad  Pass  by  gentle  gradients  among  rounded  hills,  and  then  descends  to 
Tuhdasht.     Water  from  a  brook. 


2.  KuhpI 


3.  Sagzi 


4.  Isfahan 


15 

45 

23 

68 

24 

92 

The  road  descends  the  hillside  obliquely  the 
whole  way  to  Kuhpd,  a  prosperous  Tillage  with 
a  telegraph  station  and  a  noble  saraL 

A  place  at  the  edge  of  the  desert,  where  there 
is  a  fort  and  small  *  saraL' 

The  whole  of  the  above  route  from  Tuhdisbt 
is  described  more  amply  in  fioute  No.  164. 


Authority. — MacGeegor. 


Route  No.  276. 
N££n  to  Kashax. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


1.  Nai  Istakak 

2.  SXUOAND 

3.  AbdistIn 

4.  MOKHAB 

5.  EhiltXbId 

6.  BozabXd 

7.  KA8HAN 


DlSTJJTCB,  XV  MILBS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


•  »• 

24 

24 

•  •• 

24 

48 

... 

17 

65 

•  •  • 

17 

82 

•  a. 

17 

99 

• 
... 

17 

116 

•  •  • 

24 

140 

The  road  is  good  over  a  level  plain.    A  villa*?*. 
Water,  some  supplies,  sarai,  ana  chaparkAdax. 

The  road  is  level  but  stony,  with  hills  on  e'th-r 
side.     Water,  supplies,  sarai,  and  chaparkkdmu 

The  road  is  good  over  a  Wei  plain.    Large  v 
lage,  sarai,  and   chaparkhdna.     Water  and   aJi 
supplies. 

The  road  is  good  over  a  level  plain.     Iar?e  t/ 
lage.     Water,  supplies,  sarai,  and  chaparkKJ*  1. 

The  road  is  quite  good  over  level  plain.     V  -- 
lage.     Water,  supplies,  sarai,  and  ckaparlki**^ 

The  road  is  good  over  earth  plain.    Yiliagr. 
Water,  supplies,  fine  sarai,  and  chaparkld**. 

The  road  is  good  over  a  level  plain.    All  sup- 
plies. 


NAKSHVAN,  or  nakjivAn. 

Lat  39°  IV  0"  ;  Long.  45°  23'  0". 

A  Russian  town  a  few  miles  north  of  the  Persian  frontier,  and  the  first  Bn«ssis 
cantonment  on  the  post  road  to  Erivan.    It  lies  in  a  bleak,  barren  country. 


301 


Route  No.  277 
Nakshvan  to  Bayazid. 


Staff*  or  halting  place. 


DieiAarcB,  xar  mxlbs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  Pabhak 


2.  MAjtrj 


3.  Bazabquajc 


4.  BXtazid 


■•• 


Total. 


3CC 


Description,  Ac. 


22 

22 

25 

47 

13 

69 

22 

81 

The  road  is  quite  good.    At  12  miles  cross  the 
Aras. 


At  starting  the  road  crosses  the  Makuchai  at 
its  junction  with  the  Sarisu,  and  then  goes 
along  the  left  bank  of  the  former,  and  is  quite 
good. 


NARDlN. 

Lat.  37°  2'  0" ;  Long.  55°  56'  0". 

A  village  in  the  province  of  Astrabad  on  the  road  from  Jajarra.  It  lies  in 
a  small  plain  surrounded  by  high  mountains.  It  has  a  small  mud  fort 
with  three  light  field  guns,  and  was  important  as  a  cheek  on  Turkuman 
raids.  The  population  of  the  village  and  valley  is  about  2,000.  The  Khan 
receives  a  small  subsidy  to  aid  him  in  border  defence.  Water-supply 
scanty. 


Route  No.  278. 

Nard!n  to  GurgJLv. 


Authority. — Napier. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 

DlSTAVCI, 

Interme- 
diate. 

t!C  MtLSl. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  KaLFUSH 

2.  GumoXir 

14 
84 

14 

48 

North-east  from  Nardfn. 

North  and  west  from  Kalpush,  over  the  outer 
range  of  mountains  into  the  Gurgan  plain,  and 
across  the  plain  for  8  or  9  miles.    The  30  guns 
taken  by  the  Sipah  Salar  to  Gurgan  were  dragged 
by  hand   on  their  carriages  over  the  range  of 
mountains  dividing  Kalpush  from  the  plain. 

392 


Route  No.  279. 

NardIn  to  Kizil  Arvat,  via  Kara  Kala. 
Authority. — Napier ;  Thomson. 


Stags  or  halting  placo. 


Distawcb,  nr  kxlbs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  EALFtJSH 


2.  Chanda  Abbas    ... 


3.  Kabat 


14 


32 


40 


14 


46 


4.  Kabai 


6.  ChandibStbbam... 

6.  KabXKala 

7.  Kizil  Abyat 


24 


22$ 

21 

35 


86 


110 


132* 
153J 

188} 


From  Nardfn  N.E.  into  the  Kalpush  ph- 
teau. 

Thence  E.N.E.  to  Kalin  Dara,  and  d«w>d 
N.  into  the  plain  of  Dasht,  after  traTeninc 
which  Chanda  Abbas  is  reached.  Boad  &\A 
and  passable  for  guns. 

From  Chanda  Abbas  across  plain  for  3  or  4 
miles,  passing  Yaghi  Oghan  on  hill  skirts  («iep>> 
pulated),  and  thence  over  high  spurs  of  Kurkhtd 
mountain  to  Karat,  at  west  end  of  plateaa  of 
Simalghan. 

Descend  north  into  valley  of  the  Gannaktiu 
tributary,  and  cross  stream  at  Chihal  Guzr;  therP 
16  miles  to  KaraL  Koad  passable  for  light 
guns. 

j  See  Route  Bujnurd  to  Kara  Kala  and  Eid 
}     Arvat. 


j 


Thomson,  however,  makes  it  only  104  miles  to  Kara  Kala. 
apparently  a  more  direct  one,  and  his  stages  are  as  follow  :— 

1.  CHAxfa 

2.  Yinkak 

3.  Kibk  Kiz 

4.  KabI  Chandi     .„ 

5.  KarX  Kala 


His  route  is 


24 

24 

17} 

41} 

21 

62} 

24 

86} 

17J 

104 

NIRlS. 

Lat.  29°  l<y  0" ;  Long.  54°  16'  0*. 

A  picturesque  little  town  on  the  road  from  Shiraz  to  Bam  and  Karmao,  st 
the  eastern  end  of  lake  Niris. 


893 


Route  No.  280. 

Nntfs  to  Peesepolis. 


^a/Aorify.— Wells. 


Btsge  or  halting  place. 


Dmivos,  ur  mus. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


1.  Da&ht-i-KhXk 


19 


villages  dotted  about.    This  is  ca 


19 


'  Description,  Ac. 


Leave  Niris,  and  soon  hit  off  the  N.E.  cor- 
ner of  the  lake,  and,  turning  to  the  right,  cross 
a  low  range  of  hills  which  look  down  on  a  bare 
and  uncultivated  plain,  with  rains  of  fortified 
led  Dasht-i-Khak. 
The  kanaU  that  formerly  supplied  these  habitations  with  water  have  fallen  in  or  failed, 
and  the  whole  of  the  people  have  abandoned  the  district.  Halt  under  the  hills  at  a  small 
spring.  The  geological  features  of  the  country  are  very  peculiar.  The  hills  we  had  just 
crossed  were  of  conglomerate,  broken  through  by  a  vein  of  white  stone  somewhat  similar  to 
quartz,  only  friable.  On  the  north-west  side  of  the  hill  the  rocks  are  so  strongly  impregnated 
with  iron  that  it  is  impossible  to  use  the  compass.  A  lump,  the  size  of  an  egg9  leading  the 
needle  in  any  direction.  Wild  rhubarb,  of  the  sort  used  for  cooking  in  England,  is  very 
plentiful  on  the  hills. 

The  road  is  quite  easy,  but  there  is  not  even  a  track. 


2.  KushkIx 


27 


46 


From  above  Dasht-i-Khak  cross  that  plain,  and 
down  to  the  lake  at  a  sort  of  bay.    Then,  cross- 
ing a  slight  watershed,  reach  a  basin  draining 
to  the  west,  and  in  the  distance  see  a  large  ex- 
pan«e  of  blue  water.    This  proves  to  be  a  lake  stretching  away  to  the  west. 

The  plain  to  the  north-west  is  bounded  by  lofty  mountains,  which  are  named  Bosh&n 
Kuh  ;  and  at  the  foot  of  one  of  them  is  a  deep  green  patch,  which  is  said  to  be  a  clump  of 
myrtle,  and  hence  the  name  of  the  village  hard  by,  viz.,  Deh-Murt.  The  road  leads  over  a 
perfectly  level  plain  to  Kushkak.  Siena  of  old  habitations  are  to  be  seen,  but  all  is  now 
waste,  except  a  few  corn-fields  irrigated  oy  the  stream  that  waters  Deh-Murt. 

Kushkak  has  ceased  to  exist  as  a  village ;  there  are  only  some  ruins  remaining.  The 
watercourses,  however,  are  utilized.  Large  flourishing  fields  lead  down  to  the  lake,  which  here 
goes  by  the  name  of  lake  Nargis,  or  the  lake  of  the  Narcissus.  A  narrow  channel  is  pointed 
out,  its  opening  almost  hidden  by  a  small  stone  or  rock,  and  this,  is  said  to  be  connected  with 
the  bay  of  lake  Niris  that  runs  into  the  north  shore  opposite  Qalugah. 


3.  Tasht 


••• 


18 


64 


From  Kushkak  fine  pasturage  is  formed  along 
the  side  of  the  lake  right  away  to  Tasht,  a  small 
village  situated  at  the  head  of  a  bay,  where  there 
are  groves  of  wild  myrtle  18  feet  high.  There 
were  Iliyat  encampments  between  Kushkak  and  Tasht,  and  a  ruinous  village  named  Abadeh, 
around  whioh  there  was  some  opium  cultivation.  From  Abadeh  a  road  leads  to  Kawanali, 
a  village  apparently  of  considerable  size,  and  from  thence  it  is  said  to  cross  a  kotal 
between  Knh-i-Khan  and  itoshan-Ktih,  and  to  lead  to  Shahr-i  Babak. 

"  Our  camp  was  pitched  at  the  head  of  the  pretty  bay  of  Tasht  The  foreground  of  deep 
eras*  and  reeds,  the  intense  blue  of  the  water  of  the  shallow  lagoon,  the  bold  headland  of 
jleahi  in  the  middle  distance,  and  the  many  Islands  or  rocks  scattered  about  in  the  blue  dis- 
tance made  up  as  lovely  a  picture  as  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  see,  in  Persia  at  all  events." 

4.  JaxalabXd 


22 


86 


Road  through  and  up  a  deep  gorge  turning  the 
end  of  Kuh-i-Khan.  From  the  top  of  the  gorge 
the  junction  of  the  lake  Tasht  with  lake  Niris 
is  manifest.  The  road  again  descends  to  a  pretty 
bay  of  the  lake.  The  limestone  rocks  look  just  such  as  the  ancient  Persians  delighted  to  carve. 
After  some  more  uphill  work  as  our  road  left  the  lake,  we  gradually  descended  into  the 
offshoot  of  the  Merv-Dasht,  which  stretches  up  to  Arsinjan.  This  valley  has  very  steep  sides 
on  the  east,  is  tolerably  thickly  populated,  and  is  all  under  cultivation.  We  encamped  at 
a  village  named  Jamalabad. 


51 


394 


Route  No.  ZbO—contd, 
Nirfo  to  Persepolii—Qontd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiflTAHCB,  IK  KILS8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


5.  KlDJLUQiB. 


6.  PSBSBPOLIS 


8 


94 


20 


114 


Follow  the  plain  to  its  junction  with  the  Merr- 
Dasht.  On  rounding  the  end  of  the  Persefw.!':* 
range, some  curious  remains  are  seen,  and  further 
on  are  the  remarkable  rock -cuttings  of  Kadam< 


A  hot  march  from  Kadamgah  along  the  sonth 
slope  of   the  Persepolis  range  to  Chatak.  wh  -nr 
there  is  a  village,  cultivation,  and  sweet   war.  r. 
We   had  passed    many    salt    springs    betw^a 
Kadamgah  and  this  place. 

From  Chatak  we  still  skirted  the  limestone  hills,  and  came  on  some  Sassanian  sepulchre 
cat  in  the  face  of  the  rock,  some  15  feet  above  the  level  of  the  plain.  These  rejoiced  oar  «*yes 
as  they  told  of  Persepolis  near  at  hand,  and  at  length  we  reached  the  palace  of  Xerxes. 


NISHAPtfR. 

Lat.  36°  12'  2(f ;  Long.  58°  49'  27". 

A  town  in  Khurasan,  70  miles  west  of  Mashhad,  400  miles  east  of  Tlhran. 
It  is  situated  in  a  magnificent  plain,  IS  miles  in  length,  covered  with 
villages  and  trees,  and  intersected  by  numerous  streams  and  canals.  Tb» 
town  is  about  fc  miles  in  circuit,  but  its  walls  enclose  many  ruins  and 
vacant  spaces  of  ground  upon  which  buildings  once  stood.  It  contains 
3,000  houses,  and  its  bazaars  are  well  filled,  and  supplies  cheap.  The  walls 
of  the  town  and  the  ditch  are  in  a  bad  state  of  repair,  as  in  the  citadel. 
The  handsomest  caravansarai  at  this  place  is  outside  the  walls  on  the  road 
to  Mashhad. 


Route  No.  281. 

NlSHAPtjB  TO   AsiRABAD. 


Authority. — MacGeeoor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


1.  Marushk 


2.  RcbIt-i-Ghaz    ... 


DisTurcB,  ur  milks. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total 

Description,  Ac. 

21 
14 

21 
35 

The  road  is  quite  good,  over  a  level  plain.  A 
village  in  hills,  14  miles  from  the  turquot**  nriiv*. 
Large  village.  Water  and  supplies  procurable. 
Near  here  a  Bait  mine. 

The  road  is  quite  good  over  a  level  plain.  Snail 
village ;  no  supplies.  Water  and  foragv  prianr* 
able.    No  fuel  near. 
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Route  No.  281 — contd. 
Nithdp&r  to  Jstrdbdd—contA. 


Distajtoi,  nr  hum. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  to. 

3.  BXat 

4.  MiXnabXd 

5.  BubXt  KuuBfL,.. 

6.  AstbabXd 

17 
21 

28 
140 

62 
73 

101 
241 

The  road  is  quite  good  over  a  level  plain.   Large 
village ;  supplies  procurable ;  water. 

The  road  is  quite  good  over  a  level  plain,  with 
hills  on  right.    Large  village ;  water,  fuel,  sup- 
plies, forage  abundant. 

The  road  is  quite  good  over  a  level  plain  the 
whole  way. 

See  Route  Bujnurd  to  Astr&bad  (The  Gurgan 
Road). 

Route  No.  282. 

NlSHAPtftt  TO   FAEAH,   Vid  BlRJAND. 


AutAorily.—FmniER. 


*. 

Dikaycb, 

,  nr  mobs. 

Description,  Ac. 

=3= 

Stage  or  baiting  plac 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

1.  Paibaz 

... 

18 

18 

Four  hundred  houses,  Persians. 

2.  Savg-gibd 

3.  Kalah-i-Maidajt 

18 
14 

36 
60 

Walled    village ;  100    houses,    Persians ; 
houses,  Bahichis. 
Walled  village ;  70  houses,  Persians. 

200 

4.  Kaludak 

•■• 

11 

61 

Walled  village  ;  300  houses,  Persians. 

6.  KadaoXk 

... 

14 

76 

Walled  village  ;  160  houses,  Persians. 

6.  Sahadadi 

... 

11 

86 

Walled  village  ;  100  houses,  Persians. 

7.  8abdXgh 

8.  BXjhtIx 

9.  Sab-i-dih 

■  a. 
... 
•  •• 

18 
14 

7 

104 
118 
125 

Walled  village ;  100  houses,  Persians ;  in  a 
plain. 

Walled  town ;  700  houses  inside  and  300 
side,  Persians. 

Walled  village,  300  houses,  Persians. 

salt 
out- 

10.  BAB** 

•  •• 

11 

136 

Walled  village ;  160  houses,  Persians. 

11.  Tts 

•  •■ 

7 

143 

Walled  town ;  3,600  houses,  Persians* 

12.  Ayask 

t*. 

12 

165 

Walled  town ;  600  houses,  Persians. 

13.  Salts 

••• 

7 

162 

Walled   town;   2,000   houses.      Water 
abundant ;  supplies  procurable. 

vary 
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Route  No.  282 — eontd. 
Nithdpfo  to  Farah,  vid  Birjand—coxi\A. 


1 

i. 

Dirutob 

,  XV  KIL1S. 

Stage  or  halting  plaei 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description*  Ac. 

14.  DostXbId 

... 

14 

176 

Open  village  ;  100  houses,  Persians. 

15.  MuhamhadIbXd 

7 

183 

Walled  village;  100  houses.  200  tents,  Arabs. 

16.  Shahjjc 

... 

18 

201 

Walled  village  ;  60  houses.  100  tent*,  Arabs, 

17.  BlBJAXD 

... 

32 

233 

■* 

18.  Baj 

•«• 

7 

240 

19.  Mfo 

20.  Sab-i-Bishajb 

••• 
... 

18 
18 

258 
276 

'See  Eoate  Bixjand  to  Faxah  (Boate  82). 

21.  Dttbuh 

•  a. 

42 

318 

22.  KjLLk  KeIx 

•  *• 

49 

367 

* 

23.  Fabah 

•  •• 

35 

402 

• 

Route  No.  283. 

NiSHiptJE  to  Herat,  vid  Faeid{jn. 


Authority. — Kinneib. 


DiBTAjros.  nr  mum 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Jto. 

1.  DihbXd 

24J 

244 

"« 

2.  BubIt  BabiIhx  ... 

16} 

41 

3.  FABADfrf 

24 

65} 

4.  Dih  KHtrsBti     ... 

16J 

82 

5.  8hab»i-ZuchKh£h 

24} 

106} 

•This  route  cannot  be  traced  on  any  map. 

6.  XtjlabzabXd       ... 

21 

127* 

7.  Khusk-i-Muti^b 

21 

148} 

8.  FuHuro            ••• 

21 

169} 

9.  HbbXt 

28 

197}  . 

897 


Route  No.  284- 

NishXptjr  to  SHiHRtiD,  vid  JaoatXi  Jouvain  Valley. 

* 

Jutk  ority. — Stewart. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiBTurci,  nrxiLM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  Maadah 


2.  SultanXbId 


3.  HusaisabId 


4.  ZubXbId 


6.  KHITSBtiBHIB 


6.   ShABJWbId 


7.  BitbXt-i-Wl  Ab- 


S.  Kalata 


••• 


9.  Maaa* 


10.  Shahb^d 


29 


20 


20 


27 


22 


22 


21 


25 


26 


28 


Total. 


29 

49 
69 

96 


118 


140 


161 


186 


212 


240 


Description,  Ac. 


Over  a  level  country  till  within  a  few  miles 
of  Maadan. 


Over  level  country. 

At  4  miles  puss  the  village  of  Bubat-i-Gaz ; 
the  remaining  16  miles  is  quite  uninhabited. 

At  7  miles  pass  the  village  of  Kalata  Arat. 
The  country  hereabouts  is  very  thickly  inhabited, 
chiefly  Turks  and  Kurds.  At  25  miles  a  very 
fine  massive  fort  called  Ak  Kala,  now  in  a  ruined 
condition.    Zurabad  is  a  flourishing  place. 


At  12  miles  Khusrdshir,  a  small  village.    Ba- 
chaman  is  a  flourishing  place. 


Over  the  plain,  passing  many  villages.    Sharif- 
abad  is  a  poor  place,  and  water  is  scarce. 


Beyond  Sharif abad  there  is  no  cultivation,  but 
the  land  is  fit  for  grazing  at  21  miles.  Close  to 
the  salt  Abre*sham  river  is  an  ancient  brick  cara- 
vansarai.  Water  fit  to  drink  obtainable  from  a 
spring  2  miles  distant.  The  bridge  across  the 
river  is  in  ruins. 


Cross  the  Abresham  river,  and  over  a  plain. 
At  14  miles  Bubat-i-Nogambad,  where,  however, 
there  is  no  water. 

Kalata  consists  of  a  group  of  hamlets. 


Over  a  bare  uninhabited  plain  to  the  large  vil- 
lage of  Gilan  (18  miles) ;  then  on  to  Magas, 
a  flourishing  place  with  plenty  of  water  and  trees. 


This  route  is  very  important,  i 
ghihrdd  to  Khurasan.    It  lies  on 


Four  miles  from  Magas  the  road  enters  the  hills, 
and  is  very  bad,  up  and  down  through  broken 
ground  for  about  15  miles,  when  the  plain  of 
Bostan  is  entered.  Pass  many  villages,  and  at 
23  miles  enter  Bostan. 

it  would  probably  be  used  by  an  army  marching  from 
average  about  25  miles  north  of  the  post  road. 


398 
PESH  RUBAT. 

Lai  34°  48'  (/';  Long.  61°  6'  (f. 

A  sarai  on  the  Persian  bank  of  the  Hari-Rud,  situated  on  the  old  caravan 
route*  few  miles  from  Muhsinabad,  and  towards  the  Afghan  outpost  of 
Euhsan.  It  is  also  known  as  Toman  Agha.  It  stands  about  £  a  mile  west 
of  the  Hari-Rud,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  a  good  deal  of  marshy 
ground.     From  here  there  is  an  important  route  to  Sarakhs  (q.  v.). 

* 

Route  No.  285. 

Pesh  RubXt  to  Sabakhs,  vid  Ptft-i.Ktti'itjN. 
Authority. — Lessae  ;  Condie  Stephen. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DSBTAJTCI,  XV  XXLSS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


Lessar  gives  the  following  account  of  his  march  down  the  Hari-Rud  :— 

There  are  three'roads  leading  from  Dogaru  to  Zurabad.  One  of  these  crosses  the  river,  and 
turns  the  defile  of  the  Hari-Rud,  leading  back  to  the  Persian  bank  of  the  river  near  ZursVbid. 
The  main  drawbacks  of   this  road  are  the  two  crossings  over  the  river,  which  art  not 

Sracticable  at  all  times  of  the  year.  Moreover,  it  is  said,  they  conduct  through  difficult 
efiles.  The  second  and  shortest  route  over  the  mountains  which  I  followed  cannot  properij 
be  called  a  road ;  in  parts  it  is  not  so  much  even  as  a  bridle  path.  The  third  andylongert. 
at  the  same  time  the  best  route,  is  that  which  passes  through  Turbat-i-Snaikh-i-Jain  and 
Lenkar  to  Zurabad.  The  mountainous  portion  of  this  road  u  got  over  in  only  one  day's 
journey. 

The  second  of  these  routes  from  Pesh-Rubat  follows  the  bank  of  the  Hari-Rud  to 
Kalsan-Kala,  after  which  it  turns  to  the  west,  and  crosses  the  Jam,  3  versts  (2  miJe*»„ 
from  the  confluence  of  that  river  with  the  Hari-Rud.  Beyond  this  point  the  country  is 
hilly  ;  the  road  passes  the  ruins  of  Kala-i-Melu  near  a  fresh  water  spring,  and  8  rents 
(5  J  miles)  farther  enters  the  mountains,  through  which  it  runs  as  a  narrow  path  over  ths 
bare  rocks  through  defiles  and  deep  valleys  and  over  high  passes.  In  many  parts  there  is  not 
even  a  track  of  any  kind.  For  pack  animals  this  section  of  the  route  is  very  difficult ;  tb* 
clearing  of  a  carriage  road  would  be  a  great  undertaking.  There  is  plenty  of  water,  as  then 
is  a  stream  in  every  defile,  and  there  is  excellent  forage.  The  mountain  slopes  are  covered 
with  trees,  and  near  the  Galabat  spring  there  is  a  pretty  thick  forest. 

We  emerged  f  romjthe  mountains  at  a  point  within  12  versts  (8  miles)  of  a  Salor  settlement, 
and  passed  a  line  of  neglected  kariz,  and  then  along  a  copious  stream  diverted  into  the  field* 
at  Zurabad. 

Zurabad  is  now  acquiring  a  very  great  importance.  With  the  sanction  of  the  Penis* 
Government,  as  many  as  2,000  tents  of  Salors  have  been  pitched  thsre. 

There  are  two  roads  from  Zurabad  to  Pul-i-Khatun :  the  first  and  shortest  passes  throegfc 
the  mountains ;  the  second  crosses  to  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river,  and  returns  to  t  be 
Persian  shore  through  the  Garman-Darband,  where  it  joins  the  first  road.  The  mountain 
road  as  far  as  Dean  a- Der  bend  is  difficult ;  it  is  very  much  like  the  route  from  £ale-i-M#m 
to  Zurabad.  Near  Diana- Darband,  the  road  runs  down  to  the  Hari-Rud,  and  passes  sk'tig 
the  bank  of  that  river  to  Sarakhs.  Here,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river,  the  mountains 
stretch  as  far  almost  as  Ptil-i-Khatum  On  the  Persian  side,  however,  they  stand  away 
from  the  river,  and  the  road  runs  only  here  and  there  over  low  spurs,  while  from  PuI-h 
Khatun  to  Sarakhs  it  passes  a  very  gentle  sloping  and  perfectly  smooth  surface.  In  farmer 
times  the  road  from  Sarakhs  to  Ptil-i-Khatdn  lay  through  Daulatabad  and  Shurdjen, 
■tending  away  from  the  river,  and  over  a  difficult  ground.  This  was  considered  the 
way,  but  since  the  country  has  been  pacified  that  route  has  been  abandoned* 


399 


Route  No.  885 — contd. 
Penh  Bubal  to  Sarokh*,  via  Pul-uKhMn—Qon\A. 


Stage  or  halting  plaet. 


Description,  Ac. 


Piil-i-KMttSn  signifies  woman's  bridge.  The  four  arches  of  the  bridge  still  exist.  The 
central  and  fifth  arch  was,  however,  destroyed  by  Medhli-Khan  during  his  expedition  to 
Merr.  The  total  length  of  the  bridge  is  25  fathoms;  the  Kara-Su  (Kashaf-Rud)  joins 
the  Hari-Rud  near  the  bridge.  The  breadth  of  the  river  at  that  part  is  about  six  fathoms 
the  depth  is  very  inconsiderable,  the  water  not  being  higher  than  a  horse's  knees,  yet  the  ford 
is  very  inconvenient  owing  to  the  big  stones  in  the  bed  of  the  river. 

« 

The  f  oregoingroute  should  he  studied  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Condie  Stephen's 
excellent  map  of  the  Hari-Rud  Valley.  From  this  it  would  appear  that  the 
stages  and  distances  are  as  follows  from  Pesh  Rubat : — 

1.  Kaxa  KaXSAtfO   ...  10         ...  Direction   due   N.    along    the  valley  of  the 

Hari-Rud,  and  about  J  of  a  mile  west  of  the 
river :  much  of  the  ground  is  swampy,  but  in 
parts  there   is  good  pasturage  ;    Kala  Kalsang 


2.  Jam  Rivxa 


••• 


3.  Ehtbancb  of  Ybki 
Tut  Pass. 


10 

••• 

12 

22 

14 

36 

is  in  ruins. 


Here  2  or  3  miles  above  its  junction  with  the 
Hari-Rud  is  open  ground  suitable  for  a  camp 
and  good  grazing.  This  would  probably  be  the 
first  halt  for  troops. 


North-west  along  the  foot  of  the  hills,  where 
the  road  enters  the  mountains.  There  is  a  small 
encamping  ground  of  2  or  300  acres  with  a  spring 
and  good  forage.  From  this  point  two  roads 
diverge,  the  one  through  the  Stoi  Pass ;  the  other  through  the  Teki  Tut.  The  former  is  from 
10  to  60  yards  wide,  and  is  impracticable  for  wheels*   The  Yeki  Tut  is  a  mere  raiding  route. 


4.  ZvbIbaj> 


36 


72 


For  the  first  3  miles  the  ascent  is  easy.  After 
that  it  becomes  steeper,  while  the  defile  narrows. 
The  summit  4,466'  is  reached  at  9  miles.  The 
road  then  descends  2,000'  in  the  next  8  miles, 
and  then  goes  for  about  19  miles  through  low  undulating  sterile  country.  A  spring  is  passed 
where  the  road  emerges  from  the  hills,  and  again  a  small  stream  is  crossed  about  7  miles 
short  of  general  direction  north-east. 


6.  Gjlbmab 


••> 


17 


89 


At  3  miles  a  spring  of  good  water ;  after  which 
again  enter  the  hills.  The  defile  is  from  10  to 
60  yards  broad  and  impassable  for  artillery.  At 
the  top  there  is  a  grassy  plateau  about  2  miles 
broad.  The  defile  debouches  on  the  Hari-Rud  river,  and  here  there  is  good  grazing  ground 
and  room  to  encamp.  The  Garmab  pass  is  on  the  other  side  about  3  miles  north- west 
of  the  camping  ground. 


6.  P6l-i-Kh£tu2T  ... 


7.  NausozibAj> 


••• 


10 


20 


99 


119 


Along  the  left  bank  of  the  river  by  a  fairly 
good  road  to  Pul-i-Khatun,  2  miles  west  of 
whioh  there  is  good  grazing  and  a  good  camping 
ground  on  the  Kashaf  Rud. 

Along  the  left  bank  of  the  Hari-Rud  by  a 
good  and  level  road.  At  9  miles  pass  the  Shir 
Tepe  ford,  by  which  a  road  leads  to  Panjdeh. 
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Route  No.  285 — conoid . 
Peak  Rubdt  to  Sarakhs,  vid  Put-i-Khdtun—concli. 


Stags  or  halting  plaos. 


Dxszurci,  x*  mxum. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description.**. 


8.  Sajuzhs  ...  18  137       North   along  the  left  bank,  road  easy,  and 

level.    At    6    miles  mnd  fort  of  DaulatAbid, 
1£    miles  beyond   is    the   great    '  band '   now 
|  ruined. 

Mr.  Condie  Stephen  makes  the  following  general  observations  regarding 
the  roads  to  Sarakhs  and  the  intervening  country  :— 

From  Kafir  Kala  the  river  runs  in  a  northerly  direction  along  an  uninhabited  but  fertile 
valley  piercing  the  Jam  and  Siah  Babak  ranges  through  a  £orge  known  by  the  name  of 
Tangi  Daria.  This  gorge  is  exceedingly  narrow  in  parts,  and  is  impassable  for  all  army,  ex- 
cept in  the  late  summer,  when  a  few  horsemen  might  by  crossing  and  recrossing  the  shallowi 
force  their  way  through  the  thick  bush  wood  and  jungle.  On  the  right  bank  from  the  Siah 
Babak  range  northward  the  ground  is  high  and  undulating  as  far  as  Daulatabad,  where  the 
hilly  waves  finally  subside  into  the  desert.  On  the  left  bank,  after  the  Jim  mountains  are 
crossed,  the  ground  is  flatter  than  on  the  right,  there  being  a  tract  of  open  fertile  land  near 
the  river,  further  on,  the  stream  winds  westward  round  the  foot  of  a  high  range  till  it 
reaches  Pdl-i-Kbatun,  whence,  after  running  eastward  for  a  few  miles,  it  again  flows  north- 
ward in  a  widening  valley  to  Sarakhs.  Between  Kuhsan  and  Naurozabad  <  18  miles  south  of 
Sarakhs)  the  country  on  both  sides  of  the  stream  is  uninhabited,  except  at  two  spots,  Muhain* 
abed  and  ZiirabacL  Portions  of  the  valley  abound  in  natural  pasturage,  and  the  land 
near  the  banks  between  Toman  Xgha  and  Tangi  Daria,  and  between  Pul-i-Kbattin  and 
Sarakhs,  might  easily  be  irrigated.  Rainfall  said  to  be  small.  Usual  rainy  seamm*  are 
November,  April,  and  beginning  of  May.  Kiver  water  wholesome,  but  somewhat  muddy  in 
winter  and  spring. 

Country  road*. — At  present  the  best  route  from  Kuhsan  to  Sarakhs  is  rid  Kariz,  Ttirbat- 
i-Shaikh  Jam,  Lankar,  and  the  Pes  Eamar  pass.  In  the  summer  of  1882,  the  Governor- 
General  of  Khurasan  travelled  from  Sarakhs  to  Turbat  by  this  route  in  a  calecbe.  The 
whole  length  of  this  road  is  about  163  miles,  that  is  to  say,  18  miles  longer  than  the  Khom* 
bow  and  Kizil  Bulak  route.  Small  supplies  are  obtainable  at  the  three  inhabited  spots  men- 
tioned above.  In  summer  time  the  best  road  from  Zurabad  to  Pul-i-Khatun  is  by  tfc* 
Sehamed-deen  (P)  ford.  The  river  is  recrossed  a  few  miles  south  of  the  Garmab  pass.  Be- 
tween Turbat  and  the  river  there  are  three  passes  in  the  Jam  range,  viz.,  Beni  Tak,  Stoi,  and 
Yeki  Tut.  Of  these  the  Stoi  route,  though  a  mere  pathway,  is  the  best.  To  the  east  of  the 
Hari-Rud,  eight  separate  road?  and  pathways  cross  the  Siah  Babak  range  (Barkhut  moun- 
tains) enumerated  from  the  river.  Eastward  they  are  as  follows : — (Nialaheni,  Karangaa, 
Khumbow  (Sang  Kevesht),  Osiabad,  Owmesar,  Chashmnh  Sabs,  Yalad,  and  Chahar  Yelan*. 
The  Khumbow  pass  is  the  easiest  According  to  information  supplied  by  the  guide  who  ac- 
companied M.  Lessar  along  that  route,  it  is  even  in  its  present  condition  available  for  light 
carts.  The  first  four  of  the  above-named  routes  converge  at  Kariz  Elias.  where  there  w  a 
plentiful  supply  of  good  water.  An  easy  road  leads  from  Kariz  Elias  to  Zurabad  cud  the 
Kulf  akar  ford. 

Gradients. — The  gradients  in  the  Stoi  pass  and  in  the  pass  leading  from  Zurabid  to 
Garmab  are  occasionally  very  steep.  Those  in  the  passes  east  of  the  Hari-Rtid  are  said  to  be 
comparatively  easy. 

Supplies. — Along  both  banks  of  the  river  from  Toman  Ajtha  to  Pul-i-Khattin  and  from 
Naurozabad  to  Sarakhs,  as  well  as  in  the  defiles  of  the  mountains,  there  are  plentiful  supplies 
of  fuel.  Grass  abundant  in  places.  The  supply  of  water  in  tie  mountain  springs  is  small, 
but  sufficient  to  water  small  detachments  of  cavalry.  The  total  resources  in  provisions  of  the 
three  inhabited  towns  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Hari-Rtid  are  as  follows :  Kariz— 4SIO 
quarters  of  wheat,  3,000  sheep,  SO  oxen ;  Muhsfnibad— 2,250  quarters  of  wheat,  7,000  sheep. 
1,000  oxen  and  cows  and  goats ;  Zurabad,  7,600  quarters  of  wheat,  400  oxen  and  cows* 
2,000  sheep. 
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RAMTSHK. 

A  small  Tillage  in  the  Bashak6rd  country,  Persian  Baluchistan, 
it  is  six  marches  to  either  Bampur  or  Jashk. 


From  here 
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],  KaiXv                 ... 

9.  ZamihdIb 

3.  BoiKtiw 

\  Direction  of  this  route  unknown. 

4.  GORABfa 

&  B6di                   ... 

6.  Jashk 

j 

RASHT. 

Lat.  37°  17'  V;  Long.  48°  35'  (f. 

A  town  in  Gilan,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  Anzali  Bay.  Rasht  is  envel- 
oped by  trees.  From  its  eastern  approach  it  is  almost  impossible  to  discover 
above  three  or  four  houses  upon  the  opposite  side  of  a  little  stream  which 
is  crossed  in  entering,  and  the  way  to  the  town  passes  through  a  dirty  lane 
along  dead  walls  and  by  orchards,  so  that  the  impressions  conveyed  to  a 
stranger  by  the  first  coup  d'esil  of  this  city  are  rather  unfavourable.  The 
bazaars  occupy  a  considerable  share  of  the  centre  of  the  town.  There  are 
but  a  few  principal  streets,  and  only  some  of  them  are  paved. 

Rasht  is  one  of  the  most  considerable  entrepot*  on  the  Caspian  for  exchang- 
ing the  commodities  of  Persia  with  those  of  Astrakhan,  and  is  the  chief  mart 
for  silk,  the  staple  produce  of  Gilan.  A  great  quantity  of  this  article  is  made 
in  the  province.  At  present  Rasht  contains  about  20,0  10  inhabitants,  any 
its  bazaars  are  becoming  the  seat  of  an  active  trade.  These  generally 
present  nothing  striking  : — they  are  badly  paved,  badly  roofed,  and  in  some 
parts  are  in  ruins;  yet  here  and  there  may  be  seen  a  goodly  row  of  shops, 
among  which  those  of  dealers  in  British  manufactures,  druggists,  and  con- 
fectioners are  the  most  conspicuous.  Rasht  is  the  residence  of  a  royal 
prince,  for  whose  maintenance  the  revenue  of  a  few  villages  is  appropriated  ; 
but  he  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  administration  of  affairs,  and 
keeps  no  State.  The  revenue  which  Government  derives  from  the  custom- 
house here  is  about  43,000  tumdnt.  Besides  this,  there  is  a  tax  on  shops, 
but  the  amount  is  trilling. 
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1.   RA8HTiBi.D 


»?f 


20 


Outside  the  town  we  forded  the  river  Mur»gt.- 
dih,  and  commenced  our  march  on  a  tolerant 
good  piece  of  road,  the  regular  caravan  n»ut* 
to  Mazandaran.  This  by  degrees  became  w<.>r~r 
and  worse,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  dry  bit  here  and  there,  proved  little  better  than  th*4 
to  Pir-i-Baxar.  We  had  travelled  about  a  iarsakh-and-a-half  through  a  swampy  forr*t,  »;•  j 
a  thick  underwood  of  brambles,  alders,  and  a  variety  of  climbing  plants,  when  we  m»»«fi 
a  small  rivulet  called  the  Nurah,  some  5  yards  broad,  and  now  only  a  few  inches  d»-»  r 
It  has  not  the  appearance  of  ever  becoming  a  large  stream,  though  close  to  where  we  fcrftrl 
it  has  a  high  bridge  of  1  arch,  which  however  did  not  seem  to  be  much  used,  being  <  v.-r- 
grown  with  rank  vegetation.  A  farsakh  farther  brought  us  to  the  village  of  Kuch-i- Isfahan. 
Continuing  onwards  over  a  slightly  improved  path,  we  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Safid  l!iii 
at  about  an  hour  before  sunset.  The  river  at  this  season  is  never  very  large,  and*  owing-  v 
the  late  dry  weather,  was  not  so  full  as  usual.  Still  it  was  too  deep  and  rapid  to  ford,  aud  *' 
least  100  yards  across.  The  bank  on  which  we  stood  was  abrupt ;  on  the  other  *tdt>  i:  wa« 
low  and  covered  with  fragments  of  rocks  and  trees,  marking  the  course  of  the  wid**  *•  >\ 
rapid  torrent,  which  the  river  becomes  in  the  spring.  The  village  of  Kashtaliad  is  situate  i  a 
short  distance  from  the  river,  though  not  visible  from  its  banks,  being  concealed  among  tut 
trees. 


2.  LahijJit 


12 


The  road  to  Lahijan  as  usual  lay  thrru^b 
alternations  of  natural  forest,  mulberry  plar/a- 
tions,  and  rice  fields ;  and  though  at  first  v#  nr 
bad,  gradually  became  better  as  we  advance  L 
The  country  also  seemed  to  improve,  being  more  open  and  not  such  a  continual  swamp  a* 
heretofore.  Having  travelled  about  a  farsakh,  we  crossed  two  small  streams  a  few  hund*>  1 
yards  distant  from  each  other  by  a  couple  of  single-arched  bridges  built  of  brick.  From  tan 
point  the  road  became  good  and  exceedingly  picturesque  ;  sometimes  hedged  in  on  either  uue 
Dy  a  magnificient  growth  of  box,  which  chiefly  composed  the  underwood  of  the  forest,  aai 
sometimes  opening  on  a  beautiful  landscape  of  cottages,  lawns,  and  cultivatiton.  Ani4b»r 
farrakh  brought  us  to  the  river  Shimartid,  which,  flowing  from  the  mountains,  enter*  *M 
Safid  Knd  near  its  mouth.  We  crossed  the  Shimanid  over  a  lofty,  pointed  bridge,  built « f 
brick,  and  seemingly  in  good  repair,  having  two  large  centre  arches,  and  two  smaller  orw*  i«o 
each  side.  The  river  flows  over  a  gravelly  bed,  and,  though  at  this  season  only  about  ft' 
yards  broad  and  fordable  in  many  places,  bears  the  appearance  of  becoming  a  rapid  torrrn*  in 
the  spring.  For  2  or  3  miles  we  now  traversed  a  more  open  country,  covered  with  bram Im* 
and  fern,  without  any  trees,  and  arrived  at  another  bridge  of  four  arches,  similar  to  thai  jiX 
mentioned,  across  the  river  flowing  to  Langarud,  which  I  believe  is  also  called  by  that  nair* . 
It  is  about  the  Fame  6ize  as  the  Shimarud,  and  resembles  it  in  general  appearance.  IaLijoc 
about  3  farsakhs  (12  miles)  from  Kasvfn,  is  situated  on  the  east  bank. 

3.  IiAFOiBtJD  ...  The  road  lay  over  the  remains  of  an  old   *t  t» 

causeway,  which  I  took  to  be  the  first  we  h»J 
seen  of  the  famous  work  of  Shah  Abba*.  Tie 
pavement  was  composed  of  square  bh«ck«  -f 
•tone  and  larpe  boulders,  broken  up  and  interspersed  with  deep  holes  full  of  mud*  fon&tnc  » 
path  most  painful  and  injurious  to  the  horses,  and  which  in  any  other  country  would  h*r+ 


jointed  rocks ;  now  gliding  silently  amid  the  dark  and  luxuriant  vegetation,  which  al»»* 
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mrwvaled  it  from  the  view,  and  there  in  some  sequestered  nook  stood  an  old  imamzada,  its 
curious  pinnacled  roof  overgrown  with  moss,  and  half-buried  among  the  trees.  After  travel- 
ling along  the  foot  of  the  mountains  for  about  8  miles,  we  turned  towards  the  sea,  over  a  flat 
country  cleared  for  the  culrivation  of  rice.  The. road  still  continued  in  the  shape  of  a  cause- 
way through  the  swamps,  but  it  had  been  repaired  in  many  places,  and  a  few  hundred  yards 
fr<  in  Langa'tid  had  beet)  substantially  reconstructed  with  stones  and  biick.  The  evening  bad 
ii<>w  dossed,  and  after  a  wet  and  tedious  ride  we  entered  Langariid. 


4.  Rci>-i-Sir 


8 


We  left  Langariid  at  9-30  A  M.  The  road,  some- 
times dry  and  sometimes  deep  in  mud,  lay  as 
usual  through  alternate  intervals  of  swampy 
forest,  rice  fields,  and  mulbeiry  plantations. 
After  about  an  hour's  travelling,  we  arrived  at  a  small  branch  of  the  river  Shalmun,  now  a 
tnere  rill  trickling  over  its  pebbly  bottom,  but  when  full  about  15  yards  wide.  We  continued 
along  its  bed  until  we  came  to  the  main  stream,  which  we  forded,  and  then  passed  through  a 
\  il:a^e  of  the  same  name  situated  on  its  banks.  The  Shalmun  has  its  rise  in  the  mountain 
\  f  S.iramon,  one  of  the  loftiest  peaks  of  the  Alburz  Range,  along  this  part  of  the  coast;  tha 
)  iv,»r  wan  at  this  season  about  60  yards  wide,  and  not  more  than  a  foot-and-a-half  deep* 
A  snort  distance  farther,  over  a  wretched  pathway,  we  crossed  the  small  river  Halisar,  the 
K.undary  of  the  district  of  Ranakn,  and  then,  passing  through  a  large  village  of  that  name* 
:i r!il  fording  another  small  intermediate  stream,  came  to  the  Kiarud,  over  which  there  is  a 
Ji»ftv  brii'k  bridge  in  good  repair.  We  then  entered  the  village  of  Rud-i-Sir,  our  halting- 
y\  uv.  The  distance  between  Langartid  and  Rud-i-Sir  is  a  little  more  than  8  miles,  which  we 
travelled  in  about  two  hours-and-a-half. 

6.  Sr/RIMRU  ...         ...  ...       f     Leaving  Rud-i-Sir,  just  outside  the  village  we 

forded  the  river  Naurtid,  about  15  yards  wide, 
running  over  a  sandy  bed  between  hitrh  and 
thickly  wooded  banks,  and  after  about  half  an 
hour's  ride  came  to  the  sea-shore,  along  which  the  road  lay  during  the  remainder  of  the 
day's  march.  The  scenery  along  these  shores  of  the  Caspian  is  usually  of  the  same  character, 
— a  narrow  strip  of  sand  bordered  on  one  side  by  the  sea,  and  on  the  other  by  a  belt  of 
forest,  beyond  which  is  a  level — sometimes  wooded  and  sometimes  cleared — backed  by  a  ran  ire 
c-f  high  forest-clad  mountains,  the  loftier  summits  of  which  are  bare,  and  at  this  season 
c  -verrd  with  snow.  During  the  day  we  forded  th»»  following  rivers  in  succession  :  the  Yarasun, 
Piil-i-Kud,  Uanzatiid.  Lurtijan,  Manzaiud.  Sikarah-Rtid,  Husainabad,  Usian,  MiandihRud, 
Sa-khuni,  Achiiud,  and  the  Turparii,  besides  JU  small  nameless  streams,  which  were  now  mere 
It «ck ling  tills,  though  their  dry  beds  were  sometimes  20  yards  across.  Of  tho  rivers  just 
enumerated,  the  I'ul-i-liud,  the  Sikarah-Kud,  the  Miandih-Rud,  and  the  Tnrparu  are  the 
lar;;»M  ;  tho  summer  b«»d  of  the  last  mentioned  being  about  230  yards  broad.  Our  road 
<-i:txit»nally  turned  off  the  sands  over  turf  half-cowred  with  brushwood;  and  after  a 
fatiguing  ride  of  about  7  farsakhs,  we  came  to  the  small  village  of  Surimru. 


C.  ZCBTAtt 


20 


We  left  Surimru  at  a  quarter-past  9,  and,  cross- 
ing a  small  river  of  the  sain*  name,  proceeded 
along  the  beach.  Immediately  after  passing 
the  river  Surimru,  the  land  between  tho  show 
and  the  mountains  appeared  to  sink  ranch  lower  than  the  level  of  the*  sea,  and,  with  the) 
exception  of  the  invariable  belt  of  forest  along  the  coast,  most  of  the  country  was  cleared  and 
crai  l«»yfd  in  rice  cultivation.  During  onr  march  we  crossed  the  following  streams  :  The 
Hur-i-fthi  Nnsam,  Kiarlaharu,  Shir-i-Rdd,  Vanshak,  Shahli  Kalan,  Ma/'n,  Til-i-Rud, 
Tkilisar,  mnd  another  the  name  of  which  I  could  not  ascertain.  Of  these  the  Shir-i-Rud  is 
the  largest  and  deepest ;  the  Nusaru  and  the  Kiarlaharu  come  next  in  size ;  but  ail  are 
considerable  rivers  in  the  summer,  though   at  present  they  do  not  contain  much   water. 
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Besides  those  mentioned,  there  were  16  smaller  streams.  After  passing  the  Mazar,  it  began  to 
rain  heavily,  and  we  made  the  best  of  our  way  to  Zuwar,  a  small  village  5  faraakhs  from 
Suriiuru,  situated  inland,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  shore. 

7.  AbbXsIbId  ...  7  ...  We  left  Zuvrar  at  9  o'clock,  and,  crossing?  a 

small  srteam  near  the  village,  once  more  c*mti- 
nued  our  route  al<m£  the  shore.  Th>  scene  here, 
too,  was  changed  ;  instead  of  foam  and  breaker*, 
the  sea  was  calm  as  a  mill-pond,  and,  save  the  occasional  splash  of  some  huge  sturgeon 
gambolling  on  the  surface,  not  a  ripple  disturbed  its  tranquil  bosom,  whioh  appeared  like  a 
vast  sheet  of  glass.  About  2  miles  from  the  village  we  crossed  the  river  Izarud,  where  th«*re 
is  a  fishery  of  the  azadmahi,  and  soon  afterwards  came  to  the  banks  of  the  Neshbartid. 
Thence  the  road  goes  to  Abbasabad,  about  7  miles  from  Zuvvar,  where  we  arrived,  having 
first  crossed  the  river  Pasaandih  and  another  nameless  stream. 


8.  KaBP*b6 


22 


We  left  Abbasabad  at  8  o'clock,  and  continue! 
our  journey  along  the  sands  in  a  direction  K. 
by  8.  During  the  day's  march  we  forri*l 
the  following  rivers,  of  which  the  Naiuakab- 
Rud  is  the  largest ;  the  Asp-i-Chai,  Lanzahad,  Til-i-Rud,  Palanga-Rtid,  KaUrub&d,  Namak- 
Ab-Rud,  Nau-R&d,  Rud  Fusht,  Sard-Ab-Rud,  Chains,  Karparusa,  besides  17  other  small 
streams,  some  of  which,  I  fanoy,  must  be  branches  from  one  or  other  of  the  larger  rivers. 
After  travelling  5J  faraakhs,  we  arrived  at  the  village  of  Karparu. 

9  .SiBUBDix  Eata ...  Leaving  Karparu  at  about  20  minutes  to  9. 

we  continued  along  the  coast  in  much  the  same 
direction  as  yesterday.  After  crossing  the  rivers 
Manshallak  and  Musiabad,  the  mountains  ap- 
proached close  to  the  shore,  and  we  perceived  large  grey  masses  of  rook  amid  the  dark  forest 
scenery ;  sometimes  the  road  lay  with  the  skirts  of  the  woods,  within  which  I  noticed  great 
quantities  of  wild  jessamine,  and  the  ground  was  covered  with  flowers.  Hastening  onwards, 
we  forded  the  Hari-Rfid,  Mazikar-Rnd,  and  the  Duzdika-Rud,  the  month  of  which  was  then 
choked  by  a  sandbank,  which  had  been  thrown  up  by  the  late  winds ;  the  waters,  however, 
were  collecting  inside,  and  by  their  weight  would  very  soon  force  a  passage  for  themselvm. 
A  short  distance  from  the  shore,  on  the  banks  of  this  stream,  is  situated  a  large  village  called 
Kalentes.  Some  way  farther  on  we  crossed  the  river  Aliabad,  and  during  oar  day's  ride 
passed  over  seven  smaller  rivulets,  besides  those  named.  Wet  and  glad  to  have  arrived  near 
the  end  of  our  march,  we  turned  from  the  sea-shore  to  the  village  of  Sarurdin  £ala»  situates* 
tome  f ow  hundred  yards  from  the  beach. 

At  about  half-past  8  we  left  8arurdin  Kala,and 
continued  our  journey  along  the  coast*  Prom 
this  point  the  mountains  began  gradually  to 
recede  from  the  shore,  leaving  a  tract  of  low 
marshy  land,  which,  when  we  halted  in  the  evening,  was  from  15  to  20  miles  broad,  dotted 
with  numerous  villages,  and  extensively  cultivated  with  sugar  and  rice.  During  oar  march 
the  beach  was  more  stony  than  usual,  shelving  abruptly  into  the  sea,  which  appeared  along 
this  part  of  the  coast  to  be  of  greater  depth  than  before.  We  crossed  the  following  stream*, 
besides  eight  smaller  nameless  ones.  The  Nimak-ab-Rtid,  the  Kacharu,  A)am»R£d,  the 
8nlerdrh  (dividing  Kujur  from  Ntir),  the  Rustam-Rdd,  and  the  Izat  Dih. 

11.  Am6l  ...  Our  guide  led  us  at  first  ataig  a  dry  path 

parallel  to  the  shore,  through  low  bashes,  bat 
afterwards,  turning  into  the  belt  of  fon-4 
between  us  and  the  sea»  we  proceeded  towards 
tne>  beach  ;  no  track  was  here  visible,  and  the  rain  of  th«  preceding  night  had  so  flooded  lb* 
ground,  whioh  was  of  a  soft  boggy  nature,  that  it  was  almost  impassable.    At  length  one  «f 


10.  IftAT  DlH 


••• 


••• 
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our  servant*'  horses,  which  was  in  advance,  got  so  deep  in  the  mire,  that  after  a  series  of  in- 
effectual plunges  and  struggles  he  fell  on  his  side  (upsetting  his  rider  into  the  water),  and 
remained  in  that  position  till  he  was  hauled  out.  We  could  not  pass  this  place,  and  hardly 
knew  how  to  get  hack,  as  the  ground  on  every  side  was  a  complete  bog.  A  great  deal  of 
shouting  then  ensued,  which  at  length  produced  an  open-mouthed  peasant,  much  astonished 
at  the  uproar  in  the  usually  silent  forest,  who,  leading  us  through  a  devious  path  among  the 
trees,  at  last  brought  us  to  the  sea-shore,  on  the  banks  of  the  Allamrad.  This  river  is  the 
boundary  between  the  district  of  Niir  and  Amul,  and  more  inland  it  is  called  the  Alisharud. 
We  were  detained  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  finding  a  practicable  ford,  as  the  stream  was 
deep,  rapid,  and  dangerous  from  quicksands.  After  many  fruitless  trials,  the  passage  was 
accomplished,  the  water,  however,  running  considerably  above  the  horses'  girths.  We  continued 
our  march  among  low  sand-hills,  covered  with  dwarf  oak,  prickly  shrubs,  and  medlar  trees 
for  3  or  4  miles,  till  we  arrived  at  the  Haraz,  on  the  opposite  bank,  of  which  the  village  of 
Hahnmdabfid  is  built.  The  river  was  about  30  yards  broad,  its  bed  was  deep,  and  the  current 
rapid.  The  only  method  of  crossing  was  in  a  boat,  the  horses  swimming  over.  We  turned 
inland  through  the  village  of  Mahmudabad,  and  proceeded  a  short  distance  farther,  over  a 
swampy  country,  to  the  village  of  Taligi-Sir.  This  whs  almost  a  continuation  of  Mahmud- 
ah&d,  houses  being  found  nearly  all  along  the  road.  The  road  (if  one  can  possibly  apply  the 
term  where  there  was  really  no  road)  lay  where  everyone  found  it  most  practicable,  through  a 
succession  of  swampy  rice-fields,  interrupted  occasionally  by  a  mile  or  two  of  forest.  In 
several  places  we  encountered  wide  and  deep  ditches,  which  we  crossed  over  narrow  bridges 
formed  of  the  trunks  of  a  couple  of  trees,  made  so  slippery  by  the  rain  and  mud  that  they 
were  unpleasant  and  dangerous  both  to  the  horses  and  their  riders.  At  length  we  arrived 
on  a  wide  plain,  partly  cultivated  and  partly  covered  with  fern  and  brambles,  in  the  midst  of 
which  A  nidi  is  situated. 


Route  No.  288. 

Rasht  to  TabrIz,  vid  ArdabIl. 


Avthorify. — Frasrr. 


Slag*  ar  halting  place. 


Distavoi,  nr  ran. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  fte. 


1.  Akzali 

2.  8hafi-R6d 

3.  KhalabarjC 

4.  Kabghan-KAd 
6.  Aghlabib 


14 
18 
17 


Vide  Route  No.  17. 


The  road  is  along  the  shore  of  the  Caspian. 

The  road  crosses  the  Karghan-Rud  at  the  point 
where  it  debouches  from  the  hills,  and  then  enters 
the  bed,  crossing  and  recrossing  the  stream  and  ascending  and  descending.  There  is  then  a 
sharp  ascent    The  road  is  uniformly  good. 


6.  AbdabIl 


22 


The  road  lies  across  the  valley  for  some  miles* 
and  then  ascends  a  subsidiary  glen.    The  ascent 
is  steep,  but  the  road  is    good.    At  6  miles  the 
top  or  the  ascent  is  reached ;  thence  the  road 
winds  along  the  margin  of  a  deep  and  precipitous  ravine  for  6  miles  to  its  source.    The 
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Route  No.  288 — conti. 
Hasht.  to  Tabriz,  vid  Ardahil— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTASCS,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


descent  then  commences  by  a  very  rocky  road,  the  valley  gradually  widening  till  it  <»r*^§ 
into  a  plain  and  reaches  a  small  lake.  Passing  this  the  road  ascends  a  range  of  rocky  hilU. 
and  then  descending  advances  oyer  the  plain  of  Ardabil  for  the  remainder  of  the  way. 

The  road  goes  along  the  valley   with  a   g«i  I 

deal  of  cultivation. 
The  road  is  very  rough,  and  ascends  a   r<**kr 

range ;  then   descends   by   a   tedious  and  **t  nr 

track  ;  then  winds  among  valleys  for  some  ir.il    . 

when,  turning  sharp  up  a  short  hill,  it  enters  ti-* 

plain  of  Sarab. 


7.  Nib 

8.  Sarab 


9.  Naodhh 
10.  Tabriz 


25 

0 

25 

0 

40 

0 

40 

0 

The  road  goes  over  a  plain  for  12  miles  whei 
it  descends  by  a  steep  and  stony  path  into  ■ 
deep  valley,  and  shortly  after  it  joins  the  TV  ran 
and  Tabrfe  road  near  Ohaman-i-Angan. 


RlGlN. 

Lat.  2S°  39'  Cf ,  Long.  58°  50'  0" ;  Elev.  2,300'. 

A  village  in  the  Narmashfr  district,  Persia,  70  miles  S.E.  of  Bam,  and  2  *» 
miles  S.E.  of  Nafraabad.  It  is  a  fortified  village,  surrounded  by  jungly 
forming  a  square  of  250  yards  each  face.  The  walls  are  high  and  in  exrel- 
lent  repair,  with  bastions  at  the  corners  and  in  the  centre*  There  is  \  uC 
one  gate,  which  leads  under  the  south  central  bastion. 
The  place  is  much  exposed  to  B allien  raiders. 


Route  No.  289. 

RfGAS  TO  Dizak,  vid  Sarhad. 
Authority. — Haj(  Abdul  Nabi. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTlJCCB,  IN  KILE&. 


Int<»rme 
diate. 


Dwcrlptkin,  Ac 


1.  RCi>-i-Mah6 

2.  Asmti 

3.    KAL4Q 

4.  Gwash 

5.  Da  man  fa 

6.  Pa8k6h 

7.   DOLOKADAN 


«•• 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  ■  • 

a  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

12 

•  •  • 

20 

■  •  m 

10 

t  •  * 

} 


Over  a  very  difficult  road. 


Gwash    is    the  principal  village  in  the  SarHal 
district. 

Direction  S.E.    Over  a  level  road ;  a  fnrbnt«  J 

Daman  is. 
Over  a  p>od  level  road  in  a  wroth -e^terty  diw*-*;."t. 
Same  direction  ;  road  good.     IM^ealtatt  Mitt  *.• 

a  few  goat-hair  tents  of  Baltichia  aod  one  mcu. 
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Route  No.  289 — confd. 
Rig  an  to  Dizaky  via  Sarhad — contd. 


Distajtcy,  ix  Hau. 

Staff  or  halting  place. 

Interne- 
diate. 

1 

Tool 

Deecription,  Ac. 

S.  Sib 

9.  Dizak                9  ... 

16 

e  •  • 

... 
... 

Same  direction  ;  road  level  and  good.  The  vil- 
lage of  Sib  in  a  small  one. 

Proceeded  due  N.  across  a  mountain  pass, 
extending  for  1 8  miles,  the  first  and  last  of 
which  are  over  a  good  road.  This  mountain  can 
be  turned  both  to  the  E.  and  W.  and  a 
good  road  thus  procured  the  whole  way. 

Route  No.  289a. 

Rio  an  to  Jauri. 
Authority. — Jennings  ;  and  from  Native  information. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAVCI,  IK  XH.SS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  ChabI  Malik     .. 

2.  Nokabad 

3.  Chah-i-Ab-i-Rais 

4.  Sum  S6b 

5.  Abzantak 

6.  Tatchak 

7.  Jatjbi 


•■• 


112^ 


Sardar  Karim  Khan-i-Khurd  and  Mahamad 
All  Khan,  an  officer  in  the  Persian  Artillery, 
gave  the  information  0  regarding  this  route  to 
Captain  Jennings.  All  Khan  twice  traversed  this 
route  with  guns  drawn  by  eight  horses.  The 
marches  are  from  16  to  20  miles  in  length,  while 
the  route  is  furnished  with  water,  grass,  wood, 
grazing.    General  direction  E.S.E. 


Rttt-KHAF. 

Lat.  34°  36'  0" ;  Long.  60°  6'  0/ 

A  town  in  Khurasan,  Persia,  112  miles  W.  of  Herat,  and  88  miles  S.B. 
of  Turbat-i-Haidari.  It  is  a  small  place,  situated  immediately  under  a 
range  of  bare  hills,  well  supplied  with  grain  and  water,  and  having  much 
cultivation  and  many  gardens  in  its  vicinity.  The  town  is  walled,  and  has 
a  ditch  and  a  citadel,  is  supplied  with  water  by  ducts  from  the  hills,  and 
contains  about  500  houses.  It  is  the  seat  of  the  chief  of  the  Taimuri  Haza- 
ras.  During  the  four  summer  months  it  blows  here  a  gale  of  wind  day  and 
night  by  which  the  windmills  are  turned. 
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Route  No.  290. 

R6i-Kh£f  to  Birjand,  vid  Charakhs. 
Authority. — Stewart. 


Stage  or  halting  pises. 


DlSTAJTCB,  TM  MILSS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  SAKGfa 


»•• 


11 


Description,  Ac. 


11  Pass    the    Tillages    of  Kharjird,    Mehtihai, 

Nushtif&o,  and  Bahr&b&d.    Sangtin  is  a  Urge 

ruinous  village  with  a  good  deal  of  cultivates 

It  has  also  a  strong-  fort.      Ssngtin  is  of  considerable 


about  it.    Supplies  procurable. 

importance,  being  on  the  chief  caravan  route  between  Kh&f  and  Herat  {vide  Route). 


2.  MuznXbad 


17 


28 


On  the  road  pass  Niaz4b4d,  distant  about  \\ 
miles  to  the  left.  This  village  gives  its  name 
to  the  large  salt  swamp  stretching  towirii 
Ssbzaw&r,  cross  the  bed  of  a  stream  at  12  mi  lei 
close  to  the  village  of  Behdadun  ;  'it  is  generally  dry.  A  few  miles  further  on  cross  the  Sbur- 
Rtid,  a  salt  stream.  At  15  miles  pass  the  village  of  Karian,  then  Husainibid.  HuxnihaU  » 
the  last  village  in  the  KbAf  district. 

Over  a  sandy  waste  and  through  low  **/d 
bills  for  the  first  20  miles,  then  the  plain  brcoa;es 
stony.  At  22  J  mile*  pass  the  village  of  BohnatsV! ; 
1 J  miles  farther  is  Fundukht.    These  villages  are 


3.  Fawdukht* 


24 


52 


at  the  foot  of  the  Knh  Khwaja  Shahz. 
4.  Bambtjd 


19 


71 


For  the  first  three  miles  shirt  the  Khwaja 
Shahz,  the  roai  being  very  stony  indeed.  Pa» 
Mehrabad ;  at  4J  miles  reach  Isfnd ;  then,  leaving 
the  skirt  of  the  hills,  pass  over  a  sandy  plain  f<>r 

14  miles,  passing  at  the  fourth  mile  a  garden   and  tank  known  as  the  Khur-i-Sarhaag. 

Bamrdd  is  a  fortified  village  of  perhaps  400  inhabitants.    The  water  is  slightly  brackish. 


6.  Charakhs 


••• 


78 


<5.  Diso 


22 


100 


Charakhs  is  a  fort  with  700  inhabitant*, 
and  is  important  as  being  the  last  village  on  tht 
K&f  n-Ghurian  road  {vide  Route).  There  are  thr* 
routes   from    Cliarakhs    to    Birjand,    sir.,  nJ 

Bamrdd  and  the  Maruk  pass,  vid  Yazddn  and  Gazik,  and  the  one  here  followed  rid  tie 

Ahinguran  pass. 

For  11  miles  over  a  plain  with  some  steep  sand- 
hills. At  13  miles  reach  the  village  of  Ahingurfc. 
at  the  foot  of  the  pass.  On  the  road  up  t*  t 
ruined  fort  known  as    the  Kala  Dukhtar.    TSr 

mountain  over  whioh  the  road  runs  is  a  part  of  the  range  known  further  north  as    Khv*;i 

Shahz.    Disg  is  a  miserable  village.    From  it  a  road  leads  across  the  hills  to  the  Maruk 

but  that  route,  though  shorter,  is  worse  than  this. 

7.  Nakab 


4.  8ab-i-Chah 


22 


122 


At  1  mile  pass  the  hamlet  of  Gown,  at  12 

Badamistan,    at  18J   a  spring  of   pood    vat-* 

known    as    Ch&h    Mulla.    Nakab    is   a   sma.1 

hamlet  among  fields. 

20  142  Over  a  plain  for  7  J  miles ;  there  cross  the  broai 

bed  of  the  Fuk-Rud,  which  is  dry  in  dry  weatKrr. 
At    11    miles  pass   through  Gask.    Sar-i-Claa 
village  has  a  strong  fort,  elevation  6J00*.    Tt* 
whole  road  on  this  stage  is  at  an  elevation  of  over  5,400'. 


9.  Mara* 


11 


153 


At  7  J  miles  pass  the  hamlet  of  Rahni«h.  at 
8  Dastard ;  then  over  a  steep  hill  to  Marak.a  t*u 
little  village.  The  road  ascends  and  descend*  » 
good  deal  the  whole  way. 


Findatht.* 


409 


Route  No.  290— contd. 
Rii-Khaf  to  Birjand,  via  Ckara k A t—conti. 


DlBTAJTCB,  »  HUM. 

Stage  or  halting  pUot. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  4o. 

10.   BlBJJJCD 

11 

164 

Aoros8  a  plain  to  Birjand.    There  it  a  shorter 
route   by  leaving  the  last  stage  at   Dastgfrd, 
but  the  main   road  appears   to   run    through 
Marak. 

Route  No.  291. 

Rtji-KHAV  to  Birjand,  via  Yazdun. 
Authority. — Stewa  rt. 


Stage  or  halting  plmce. 


DlSTAJTOS,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


1.  Sa*g6h 

2.  MuznIbId 

3.  Favdukht 
4  B1mb6d 

6.  Chabakhb 

6.   YaJ5D<JN 


... 

11 

•  •• 

17 

•  •• 

24 

•  •> 

19 

•  •• 

7 

•  •• 

35 

11 

28 
52 
71 
78 
113 


Description,  4o. 


Vide  Route  No.  293,  Rfii-Khaf  to  Ghnri&n 
vid  Yazdun. 


For  18  miles  oyer  a  plain  with  good  grazing 
for  sheep  and  camels  ;  then  4  miles  of  salt  desert, 
on  the  other  side  of  which  is  a  spring  of 
brackish  water  called  Petirgun.  Then  for  4 
miles  through  a  depression  or  '  dak/  much  of  which  is  so  soft  and  boggy  as  to  be  impassable. 
About  9  miles  beyond  this  is  the  fort  of  Yazdun,  whioh  stands  high,  and  can  be  seen  from 
afar.  The  neighbourhood  in  much  exposed  to  Afghan  and  Turkuman  raids.  The  easiest  roads 
from  Yazd  ana  Kant  an  to  Herat  lead  through  Birjand  and  Yazdun  ;  the  place  is  therefore  of 
some  importance.  From  Yazdun  routes  diverge  to  Sabzawar,  Herat,  Kafn,  and  Birjand  {vide 
routes). 
There  is  also  a  route  to  Ghtirian,  with  water  at  each  stage,  viz.  .— 


(1)  Ab-i-Gawand 

(2)  Kala  Gudar 

(3)  Ab  Umrotuk 

(4)  Ghuriaa 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


Total 


Miles. 

19 

19 

12 

8 

58 


7.  SutnlB 


•t. 


20 


133 


Spring  of  slightly  brackish  water.    At  about 

4    miles    from    Yazdun   pass  two  towers  and 

some  cultivation,  called    Kaboda,  where  some 

eight  or  ten   cultivators  have   been  settled    by 

the  Amir  of  Kafn.    The  water  at  Kabtida,  though  fairly  plentiful,  is  bitter  and  had. 


53 
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Route  No.  291 — eonM. 
R&i-Khdf  to  Birjanfff  via  Yazdun — contd. 


PtWiP?  bating  place. 


DlSTAVCl,  IS  XHJM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


total. 


P,  BtffiJ  GULWABDA... 


0,   GlZfK 


JO.  Fub* 


Jl.  Jsfa^ab, 


•  •• 


•  •• 


20 


16 


19 


21 


153 


169 


188 


209 


Description,  Ac. 


Brackish  water  in  a  pond  supplied  by  a  smsfl 
Karez.  Here  there  is  a  tower  garrisoned  by  tva 
men  paid  by  the  Amir  of  Kain.  Nomads  art 
often  found  encamped  here  with  their  flocks. 

A  large  village,  and  some  supplies  in  conaidmlU 
quantities.  On  the  road,  at  4  miles  before  reach- 
ing Gazjk,  pass  the  village  of  Awaz. 


A  strong  fort.  Supplies  procurable  from  Tales 
and  neighbouring  Tillages  in  ponsidenibif 
quantities. 


The  road  leads  through  a  narrow  pass  for  13 
miles.  At  2  miles  the  village  of  Darmijir 
is  passed,  at  7  miles  Doshingan,  and  at  13  m:l« 
the  crest  of  the  pass,  which  is  called  Gul  ; 
Darmiy&n,  and  is  at  this  point  7,600'  above  the  sea  level.  The  range  of  hills  is  Kuh  Men  .»- 
abad.  From  the  crest  of  the  ranee  it  is  6  miles  to  Isfaz&r,  which  is  a  small  village,  with 
ajiotber  Village  called  Tanak  close  to  it. 


)2.  Bib j and 


26 


235 


Road  good.    At  the  19th  mile  pass  through  the 
village  of  Bojd  or  Baj. 


Route  No.  292. 

RCi-KhIf  to  GptJRiAN,  rid  Karat. 
jluthor  ity.— Stew  a  rt. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAjrCS,  XV  XILSB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


J.  Kabat 


22 


Total. 


Description,  fto. 


£2  Road  leads  over  a  plain  for  11  miles,  wbra  in 

open  pass  in  the  Bakharz  hills  is  rearHai. 
This  pass  is  called  Dahna  Shishib,  Dahna  \**nz 
the  word  used  in  this  part  of  the  world  for  pass.  The  road  then  goes  over  broken  coootrr 
for  11  miles,  whei)  the  fort  of  Karat,  with  a  curious  minar  or  pillar  outside  it,  is  reK^ 
Provisions  ip  smftll  quantities ;  20  houses  in  fort.  Road  from  Khaf  passable,  with  a  htt> 
work,  to  guns, 


|S.   HABHTADtilf 


8.  ShGbab 


20 


8 


42 


50 


Road  leads  over  plain,  until  at  20  mite  * 
number  of  ruined  karex,  or  abandoned  ca^* 
are  reached.  Water  is  obtainable  from  kartt 
and  caravans  sometimes  halt  here. 

Road  over  plain.    A  spring  of  brackish  «*ta 


ill 


Routb  No.  292 — contd. 
Rui-Khdf  to  GHridn,  vid  Kardt. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAVCl,  XV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ike'. 


4.  Sano-i-DGkhtib... 


8 


58 


A  karez  containing  water  in  spring.    On  a  hill 
above  the  road  is  a  large  stone,  about  6  feet  in 
height,  placed  on  end  on   the  top  of  the  hill. 
Tradition  says  it  was  so  placed  by  a  young  woman,  henoe  the  name,  "  The  Virgin's  Stone." 


6.  RubXt-i 
JShutab 

-G  U  L-I- 

•  •• 

5 

68 

Ruihs  of  a  caravansarai,  toad  passing  over1 
low  hills. 

6.  ShibAbad 

•  » • 

11 

74 

The  first  inhabited  Tillage  in  Afghan  territory! 
Road  over  a  plain  to  Ghurian. 

7.  Gh6bian 

•  •• 

3 

77 

Afghan  fort  and  group  of  villages. 

Route  No.  29$. 

it<JI-KHAF  TO  GHtJBli-N,  vid  SANGtJN. 


Authority. — Stew  A  rt. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAJICI,  »  KtLKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


bcacription,  Ac; 


1.  SAXQfor 


11 


11 


Pass  the  villages  of  Kharjird,  Mehribad,  and 
Nash ty fan,  the  last  »ome  distance  to  the  right  of 
the  road,  and  Bahrabad.  Sangun  is  a  large  vil- 
lage*  with  a  good  deal  of  cultivation.     It  is  very 

ruinous,  out  supplies  in  considerable  quantities  can  be  procured.    It  has  a  strong  fort,  and  is 

governed  by  a  cousin  of  thd  Timuri  chief  who  governs  Kb  of; 


2.  Kax  Gao  Kuki   ... 


3.  Artist 


**i 


4.  ChIh  8ubkh 


5.  RubItTtbk 


15 

28 

11 

97 

U 

63 

i 

67 

1 

governs 

Road  good  over  a  plain.  No  inhabitant*. 
Water  in  bed  of  a  stream*  A  place  where  cara- 
vans halt. 

Road  passes  over  a  broken  country:  A  stone 
tower,  with  ruins  of  a  village.  No  inhabitants. 
A  spring  of  water.  * 

No  inhabitant .  A  well  of  water*  A  resting- 
place  for  caravans. 


Road  is  over  a  broken  clountrjr,  and  for  some  dis- 
tance through  a  pass.    Two  springs  of  water  and 
some  ruins.    In  the  day-time  a  picket  of  Cavalry 
i  is  usually  stationed  here  in  dangerous  times; 

tJp  to  this  point  the  Afghans  protect  the  road  to  a  certain  extent,  and  this  ia  the  last  place) 
garrisoned  oy  Afghans.    No  regular  inhabitants*  thongh  nomads  sometimes  encamp  herfc 


412 


Route  No.  293 — contd, 
Rui-Khdf  to  Gh&ridn,  via  Sangun — contd. 


Diitahci,  nr  inns. 

Stag e  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

6.  Gh^SiXn 

22 

89 

Road  skirts  bill. 

Route  No.  294. 

B(JI-Kh1f  TO  GtJNABAD. 


Authority  % — MacGregob. 


Staff*  or  halting:  plaee. 


Disturca,  nr  milbi. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ae. 


1.  AsmbIbjLd 


#•• 


m 


m 


The  road  on  leaving  rounds  the  end  of  the 
rocky  range  close  to  Rui,  and  then  goes  along  a 
dry  watercourse,  ascending  at  first  gently,  then, 
steeper,  between  rounded  hills  (soil  dry  at  fint 
then  higher  up  very  saline ;  scanty  spring  on  opposite  slope  with  saline  efflorescence).  It 
then  descends  this  slope  to  the  small  Tillage  of  Kalat,  whence  it  again  ascends  between  round- 
ed hills.  From  the  top  of  these,  not  far  off,  is  the  abrupt  jagged  range  of  Ktih-i-Sinin- 
From  this  the  road  passes  through  a  small  basin-shaped  valley,  and  then  ascends  by  east 
gradient  to  a  valley,  whence  the  ridge  is  crossed  at  no  very  great  height.  Thence  the  road 
descends  for  3J  miles  over  a  stony,  steeply  inclined  plain  to  a  perfectly  flat  steppe,  on  which 
are  several  villages,  the  nearest  of  which  is  Asad&bad. 

2.  Naubpishajt       ...  42  69J       The  road  goes  over  the  same  plain  a*  above 

to  Kasim&bad  and  Susano  on  the  left,  after 
which  it  begins  to  ascend  along  a  watereonrsf 
towards  the  Khaibar  Kuh,  and  when  this  it 
neared,  it  ascends  more  steeply  into  a  rocky  ravine  with  numerous  small  trees,  whence  it 
crosses  the  northern  end  of  the  Khaibar  Kuh  by  a  not  very  high  pass.  Thence  it  deronds 
by  a  pretty  steep  and  rocky  path  to  a  ruined  "  rnbat "  without  water,  passing  by  curiously 
shaped  mountains  with  mushroom-like  tops,  whence  it  descends  more  gradually  over  a  stonr. 
sloping  plain  to  a  very  broad  clay  and  sand  tract  into  a  thicket  of  about  3i  miles  broad. 
After  passing  through  this,  it  goes  over  a  very  broad  tract  of  clay,  bare  of  TegeUtira, 
overflowed  in  spring  by  the  rain  and  melted  snow  from  the  mountains  for  7  miles  to  a  *  haul ' 
with  no  water.  Thence  the  road  goes  over  a  sandy  clay  tract,  rising  on  the  right  into  nilfe 
of  drift  sand,  towards  the  end  of  the  Gissar  Ktih.  Thence  it  goes  over  first  a  gravelly,  ani 
then  stony,  and  at  last  sandy,  tract  to  some  cultivated  ground  to  Naudpishan. 


3.  J6maih 


••• 


18 


77* 


The  road  runs  8.W.  through  billet  of  dritta 
sand  to  the  large  village  of  Bimurgh  at  &i  milt*. 
It  then  ascends  first  over  a  dry  plain  along  in 
open  watercourse,  and  then  goes  though  a  nar- 
row sandy  valley  among  chains  of  hills,  which  connect  the  mountains  on  the  right  and  Irft : 
then  over  the  ridge,  whence  it  descends  over  a  broad,  slightly  inclined  plain,  highly  irrigata! 
and  cultivated,  with  villages  thickly  studded  around.  Jiimnin  is  the  principal  one  of  a  cinatff 
of  eight  villages  which  constitute  the  township  of  Gunab&d. 

This  route  is  apparently  taken  from  Khanikoff. 
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Route  No.  295. 

R(ji-Khaf  to  Mashhad. 


Authority .— Stbwa  rt. 


DlSTAHCS, 

IV  MILKS. 

Bteft  or  hilting  pises. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

1*  NabiiXbId 
9.  SAaatiir 

25 
16 

25 
41 

Description,  Ao. 


FtVie  Route  No.  389    (Tihran  to  Ghurian), 
Nasirabad  is  a  strongly  fortified  village. 


14  miles  to  Rushkar  >  there  turn  off  the  Tihran 

road!  and  take  the  Turbat-i'Haidari  road  as  far  as 

Sangtin .     A  very  large  village  strongly  fortified. 

From  here  there  is  a  direct  road  to   Mashhad, 

but  it  ii  very  bad,  crossing  two  ranges.    Another  road  vid  Kala  Minar  is  also  bad. 


3.  Zawa 


•*• 


Near  it  are  the  villages 
4.  NisubGorlasi  ... 


13 


54 


Soon  after  leaving  Sangeii  enter  the  range  of 
hills,  which   is  a  continuation   of  the  Bakhara 
mountains.     At  13  miles  reach   the  flourishing 
village  of  Zawa,  which  stands  in  a  fertile  valley* 
of  Daulatabad,  Harig,  Talki. 


tf(6,400').    The  hi! 


21 


75 


6  miles  from    Zawa   cross    another   distinct 

mountain  range  by  the  "  Dinah  Kisht  Pukhta," 

so  named  from  a  ruined  (brick  earavansarai  which 

stands   in   the  pass.     At  17    miles   reach  the 

s  around  are  qnite  l.SOO'  higher.    The  pass  is  quite  impracticable  for 


wheeled  guns.    From  the  crest  the  road  descends  rapidly  to  Nisur« 


v.  Bal>wavp 


6.  Sajgbast 


7.  Mashhad 


••• 

14 

89 

••« 

15? 

104 

•  •• 

22 

126 

Over  a  plain  skirting  the  mountains  crossed 
on  the  previous  march.  Bad  wand  is  a  small 
village,  but  stands  in  a  rich  expanse  of  pasture. 

Leaving  Farim&n  to  the  right,  march  direct 
for  Saugbast  on  tLe  Masbhad-Herat  road. 

Vide  Route  No.  249,  Mashhad  to  Herat. 


Jutkorify.— Stew  a  rt. 


Route  No.  296- 

Rtji-Kuip  to  Pesh  RubIt. 


*****  or  baiting  plset. 


1.  KabXt 


3,  Kabbs 


PlSVAVCS.  I*  M1LU. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Dcsor  IpUoiif  Ac 


22  ;  Ctop*  a  range  of  hills  to  Karat,  where  there 
is  a  fine  fort  situated  in  the  valley.  The  fort 
contains  about  120  inhabitants* 

43  '.  Through  the  villages  of  Finnanabad  and 
Taiahlri.  Karei  is  the  last  Persian  outpost  on 
the  Herat  road. 
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Route  No.  293 — contd. 
Rui-Khdf  to  Ghuridn,  via  Sangun — contd. 


DlBTAVCB,  XV  IflLM. 

Stage  or  baiting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

6.  GhtJeiXh 

22 

89 

Road  akirta  hill. 

Route  No*  294. 

Rtil-KHAF  TO  GtfNABAD. 


Authority ». — M  acG  regou. 


Stage  or  halting  plate. 


DiaTAJTCl,  XV  MILB9. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


1.  AsidIbId 


••• 


m 


m 


Description,  Ac. 


The  road  on  leaving  ronnds  the  end  of  tb* 
rocky  range  close  to  Rui,  and  then  goes  along  a 
dry  watercourse,  ascending  at  first  gently,  then, 
steeper,  between  rounded  hills  (soil  dry  at  fir*t 
then  higher  up  very  saline ;  scanty  spring  on  opposite  slope  with  saline  efflorescence).  It 
then  descends  this  slope  to  the  small  village  of  Kalat,  whence  it  again  ascends  between  round- 
ed hills.  From  the  top  of  these,  not  far  off,  is  the  abrupt  jagged  range  of  Ktih-i-Siaan. 
From  this  the  road  passes  through  a  small  basin-shaped  valley,  and  then  ascends  by  east 
gradient  to  a  valley,  whence  the  ridge  is  crossed  at  no  very  great  height.  Thence  the  n*i 
descends  for  3J  miles  over  a  stony,  steeply  inclined  plain  to  a  perfectly  flat  steppe,  on  which 
are  several  villages,  the  nearest  of  which  is  Asadabad. 


2.  NaudpishXv 


42 


69} 


The  road  goes  over  the  same  plain  as  aborr 
to  Kasimabad  and  Susano  on  the  left,  afar 
which  it  begins  to  ascend  along  a  waierooura* 
towards  the  Khaibar  Kuh,  and  when  thi*  it 
Beared,  it  ascends  more  steeply  into  a  rocky  ravine  with  numerous  small  tree*,  when*  U 
crosses  the  northern  end  of  the  Khaibar  Kub  by  a  not  very  high  pass.  Thence  it  dewo^ 
by  a  pretty  steep  and  rocky  path  to  a  ruined  "  rubat "  without  water,  passing  by  curioo*ly 
shaped  mountains  with  mushroom-like  tops,  whence  it  descends  more  gradually  over  a  *t«or. 
sloping  plain  to  a  very  broad  clay  and  sand  tract  into  a  thicket  of  about  3}  miles  brow- 
After  passing  through  this,  it  goes  over  a  very  broad  tract  of  clay,  bare  of  vegetati**. 
overflowed  in  spring  by  the  rain  and  melted  snow  from  the  mountains  f*>r  7  miles  to  a  *  hani 
with  no  water.  Thence  the  road  goes  over  a  sandy  clay  tract,  rising  on  the  right  into  hi* 
of  drift  sand,  towards  the  end  of  the  Gissar  Ktih.  Thence  it  goes  over  fir*t  a  gravelly,  *w 
then  stony,  and  at  last  sandy,  tract  to  some  cultivated  ground  to  Naudpishan. 


3.   JtJMAIH 


•  •• 


18 


77* 


The  road  runs  9.W.  through  hilln  of  driyw 
sand  to  the  large  village  of  Bimurgh  at  5j  m:'** 
It  then  ascends  first  over  a  dry  plain  alone  w 
open  watercourse,  and  then  goes  though  a  nar- 

j  j „ hills,  which  connect  the  mountains  on  the  right  and I  hflj 

then  over  the  ridge,  whence  it  descends  over  a  broad,  slightly  inclined  plain,  highly  irrictfed 
and  cultivated,  with  villages  thickly  studded  around.  Jumnin  is  the  priuoipal  one  of  a  da** 
of  eight  villages  which  constitute  the  township  of  G  una bad. 


row  sandy  valley  among  chains  of 


This  route  is  apparently  taken  from  Khanikoff. 
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Route  No.  295. 

R(ji-Khaf  TO  M  ASH  HAD. 


Authority. — Stewart. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DieTAHCl,  XV  MILM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


L  NabibIbad 


1  Sahg6» 


25 


16 


25 


Firfe  Route  No.  389    (Tihran  to  Ghurian), 
Nasirab&d  is  a  strongly  fortified  village. 


bot  it  is  very  bad,  crossing  two  ranges 


3.  Zawa 


.*. 


Near  it  are  the  Tillages 
4.  Nibub  Goblasi  ... 


ereatr(6>400').    The  hil 


18 


41       14  miles  to  Rushkar  j  there  turn  off  the  Tihran 
road,  and  take  the  Turbat-i-Haidari  road  as  far  as 
Sangun .     A  very  large  village  strongly  fortified. 
From  here  there  is   a  direct  road  to   Mashhad, 
Another  road  vid  Kala  Miliar  is  also  bad. 


54 


goon  after  leaving  Sang&i  enter  the  range  of 
hills,  which   is  a  continuation   of  the  Bakharz 
mountains*     At  13  miles   reach   the  flourishing 
village  of  Zawa,  which  stands  in  a  fertile  valley* 
of  Daulatabdd,  Harig/l'alki. 


21 


75 


6  miles  from    Zawa   cross    another   distinct 

mountain  range  by  the  "  Dinah  Kisht  Pukhta," 

so  named  from  a  ruinedjbrick  earavansarai  which 

stands  in   the  pass.     At  17    miles   reach  the 

s  around  are  qnite  1,50C  higher.    The  pass  is  quite  impracticable  for 


wheeled  guns.    From  the  west  the  road  descends  rapidly  to  Nisur. 


5.  Bai>wahb> 


••• 


6.  Sauqbast 


7.  Mashhad 


••• 


14 

89 

15? 

104 

22 

126 

Over  a  plain  skirting  the  mountains  crossed 
on  the  previous  march.  Badwand  is  a  small 
village,  but  stands  in  a  rich  expanse  of  pasture. 

Leaving  Farim&n  to  the  right,  march  direct 
for  Sang  bast  on  tie  Mashhad-Herat  road. 

Vide  Route  No.  249,  Mashhad  to  Herat. 


A  ulkority. —Stewart. 


Route  No.  296- 

Rtji-KuiF  to  Pish  RubIt. 


DlSTAVCl,  XV  MILM. 

BUge  or  baiting  plaat. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total, 

Description^  Ao. 

1   Kabat 
2.  Kaibs 

22 
21 

22 
43 

Cross  a  range  of  hills  to  Karat,  where  there 
is  a  fine  fort  situated  in  the  valley.    The  fort 
contains  about  120  inhabitants. 

Through   the   villages   of    Firmanabad    and 
Taiab&d.     Karez  is  the  last  Persian  outpost  on 
the  Herat  road. 

4H 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Routb  No.  196— eon  fd. 
Rui-Khdf  to  PesA  Rubat—contA. 


DlSTAlCCl,  IV  XIXKI. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


3.  Pesh    RrBAT,     or        ...  ...  At  5  miles  reach  the  large  walled  Tillage  of 

Tuman  Agha.  Mohsfnabad,  containing   a  population  of  1,mX) 

persons,  chiefly  Hazarna.  Tuman  Agha  or  Pe>h- 
Riibat  is  a  fine  old  brick  caravansarai  on  the 

left  bank  of  the  Hari-Rud.    This  was  formerly  the  road  to  Bukhara. 


Route  No.  297* 

Rtfi-KHAf  to  SabzawIr  (AroniinsTlN). 

'Authority. — MacGrEGOR. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DistAirci,  xv  xu/u. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description*  Ac. 


1.  Ma8Ib6 


2.  Kunab-i-Ka*a    ... 


3.  Chah  Nila 


4.  Du  Chahi  Qauda 


6.  Attdab6 


6.  Dxwal^h 


7.  Chah  Vttk   KAh 
Muhamad  Ismail. 


8.  Aukal 


9.  SabzawXb 


17 

17 

17 

84 

17 

61 

17 

68 

17 

85 

24 

109 

17 

126 

27 

163 

10 

163 

The  road  is  level  over  a  salt  plain;    Here  if 
water,  but  no  supplies. 


The  road  is  level  over  a  waste.    Water;  no 
supplies. 


The  road  is  level  over  a  wastes    Water ; 
supplies. 

The  road  is  good  between  hilts,  and  croiats 
low  pass.    Water ;  no  supplies. 


The  road  n  level  over  a  waste.    Water;  wj 
supplies. 

The  road  is  level  over    a  waste.    Water;  a* 
supplies. 


The  road  is  level  over  a  waste.    Water; 
supplies. 

Use  road  goes  between  hills,  and  crone* 
easy  pass.    Village,  with  water  and  supplies. 


415 

sabzawAr. 

Lat.  36°  12'  (f ;  Long.  57°  39'  0". 

A  town  in  Khurasan,  Persia,  150  miles  E.  of  Shahrud,  65  miles  W.  of 
Nishapur.  It  is  the  chief  town  of  a  rich  district.  In  its  environs  are  hand- 
some villages  and  well-cultivated  land,  which  stretches  beyond  the  horizon— 
a  sight  of  a  rare  occurrence  in  Persia.  The  town  contains  about  3,000 
houses,  caravan sarais,  mosques,  and  clean  and  well  constructed  bazaars  roofed 
in,  which  cross  the  town  from  one  side  to  the  other.  The  citadel  is  on  an 
artificial  mound  north  of  the  town ;  the  walls  are  in  earth,  high  and  thick, 
but  with  only  one  4-pounder,  a  Russian  gun,  to  defend  them.  There  is  an 
outside  wall  and  dry  ditch,  which  could  be  filled  with  water  from  the 
streams,  which  flow  here  in  gre^t  abundance  from  the  mountains. 


Route  No.  298. 

Sabzaw£r  tq  Herat,  vid  Turbat-i»Haidari. 
Authority. — MacGregor, 


Stage  or  halting  phut. 


DlBTAVCX,  UK  KIXiBB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


X.    BlGWAT 


%   BaDBASKAVD 


3.  Nacbtjl  Hakim 

4.  SaadIdi 


5.  TubshIz 


6.   ZUBMIB,  OT  ZlBMEB 


14 


14 


28 
21 


28 


25 


14 


28 


66 

77 


105 


130 


Description,  Ac. 


Over  a  low  pass  and  undulating  country.    Vil- 
lage; water;  supplies. 

Road  through  cultivation.     Tillage;  water; 
supplies. 

Road  through  waste.    Village ;  water ;  supplies 

Road  through  cultivation.      Village;  water; 
supplies. 

Road  through  cultivation.    Water  good  and 
plentiful.    Enoamp  on  W.  near  a  kanat. 


At  3  miles  village  of  Mowla;  at  5  cross  a 
stream ;  at  8J  a  reservoir  on  the  right ;  at  10 
oros8  a  broad  river  from  the  left  and  lines  of 
kanat  s  ;  at  13  reservoir  on  left,  and  road  forks 
;  at  15£  reservoir  and  fortified  town  of  A?ka»d  1  mile  to 
left ;  at  19|  cross  deep  and  rapid  river  from  left,  with  steep  banks  20'  wide  3'  deep ;  at  23 
cros*  deep  rapid  torrent  from  left ;  then  gentle  descent  to  Zurmir.  Road  good,  but  slightly 
undulating  in  parts.    General  direction  E.S.E.    Soil  gravelly  and  in  parts  alluvial. 


to  left ;   *t  13J  reservoir  on  right 


7.  Tubbat-i-HaidabI  15  145       Cro<s  several  streams.    At  7  miles  cross  river 

with  high  banks  30'  wide,  3'  deep.  Here  road 
branches  to  left.  At  11  miles  small  village  on 
left ;  at  12  miles  cross  streams ;  pass  rain-water 
renervoir.  Gradual  descent  over  undulating  country.  Cross  several  streams.  At  14  miles 
Jafirabad  and  Huaainabad  to  left  Road  good,  though  undulating.  Soil  gravelly.  Direc- 
tion E.S.E. 


416 


Boutb  No.  298— <»»«. 
Sabzawdr  to  Herat,  rid  Turbat-i-Haidari — contd. 


1                            "- 

Diwurci,  iv  milks. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  A*. 

8.  HimatIbad 

9.  Shahb-i-Nau 

10.  Mabh-had-i-Riza 

11.  Kaj&bz 

12.  HbxXt 

60  (P) 

14 

17 

14 
85 

205 

219 

236 

250 
335 

Country  open  and  undulating  for  40  miln. 
General  direction  E.  J  the  rest  bad.    Crossing  the 
hills  by  a  difficult  pass,  the  Gud&r  Kala    Mioir. 
Water  and  supplies  procurable  at  Himat&haVL 

Road  good  and  level  through  cultivated  count  tr. 
Pass  Abadi.    Water  and  supplies  obtainable  at 

Shahr-i-Nau. 

Road  good  and  level  through  waste.    Village 
with  water  and  supplies. 

Road  good  and  level. 

See  Route  No.  249. 

Authority. — MacGregor. 


Route  No.  299. 

SabzawXr  to  KuchIn. 


Dmtutci,  iv  mx.se. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  BlBKABI 

2.  Bam 

3.  MuhaxadXbaj)  ... 

4.  Kucha* 

17 
21 

17 

14 

17 
38 

55 

69 

The  road  is  level  for  10  miles,  and  difficult  orer 
low  hills  for  remaining  7.     Village ;   50  houses. 
Water;  supplies.                                      • 

The  road  is  up  the  River  Snrkhab  all  the  wsy. 
For  2  miles  it  is  bad  through  a  defile.     Village 
of  100  houses  on  river  Surkbib,     Water  sail* 
few  supplies. 

Road  pretty  good  to  pass  called  Kotat  Sukbinu 
the  foot  of  which  is  reached   in  8  miles.    Next 

2  miles  over  the  pass  are  bad.     Village  of  50 
houses.    Water;  few  supplies. 

Road  for  first  7  miles  over  difficult  past  of  Fiji 
Aghaji.     At  7   miles  Kara  Shah  Verdi.    Ntit 

3  J  miles  to  Darbandi  over  bills;  last  3}  mils 
level. 

MacGregor  gives 

1.  80LTAHABAD 


another  route  vid  Abdul  Aghi  as  follows  :— 

Road  level  and  good  the  whole  way.    Vfllayr; 
100  houses.    Water ;  supplies. 


4l» 


Route  No.  299 — conid. 
Sabzawdr  to  Kuchdn — cont<l. 


DlBTAHOI,  Of  MILM. 

8tag«  or  halting  placs. 

Interme« 
aiate. 

Total. 

Description,  &c. 

2.  Abdul  AohA 

3.  BfsH  AghAch    ... 

4.  Kucha  n 

1 

•  it 

•  *• 

•  •  ■ 

•  • » 
.  • « 

Road  as  before ;  60  houses.    Water ;  supplies. 
Road  as  before  ;•  100  houses*     Water ;  supplies. 
Road  as  before.    Water ;  supplies. 

Route  No.  300, 

SaBZAWXr  TO   NlSHAPtJB. 


Authority. — MacGregor. 


8tag«  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAJf  CB,  XV  KTLVS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUl. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Aiaii 


12 


12 


Four  hours.  At  one  hour  passed  the  large  til* 
lage  Of  Badan.  Water  at  2  hours.  At  3  hours 
passed  a  small  village  ;  and  at  3£  hours  entered 
amongst  ranges  of  hills  intersected  by  numer- 
ous narrow  valleys,  where  small  bodies  of  light  cavalry  would  prove  extremely  annoying  to 
an  enemy.  The  village  of  Aliak  is  situated  in  a  small  plain  surrounded  by  hills.  Two 
guns  and  the  Maraga  regiment  were  sent  half  an  hour  in  advance  of  the  main  body  today. 
Commenced  the  march  at  8  A.M.,  and  completed  it  at  half  past  1  P.M. 


2.  MishkIf 


••• 


3.  Ytrw 


15 

27 

4 

6 

83 

Five  hours.  Continued  between  the  kills  for  2 
hours,  when  the  road  passes  the  small  village 
of  Kansh,  and  enters  upon  an  extensive  plain 
running  N.E.  and  S.E.,  affording  a  distant 
prospect  of  several  Villages. 


Three  and  a  half  hours.  Entered1  again  between 
the  hills  for  an  hour  and  half,  when  the  road 
opens  on  a  small  plain,  at  the  N.W.  extrem- 
ity of  which,  upon  a  hill,  is  situated  a  village. 
It  is  walled }  but  being  commanded  by  eminences  is  not  capable  of  defence.  A  mile  farther 
again  entered  between  the  hills,  through  which  the  road  lay  to  the  village  of  Yun,  near 
which  the  camp  was  pitched*  The  situation  is  in  a  small  valley,  through  which  a  stream 
winds,  the  water  of  which  is  slightly  bitter.  The  march  occupied  from  8  a.m.  till  half -past 
12  p.m.,  including  a  halt  of  half  an  hour* 


4  HajiIbId 


12 


46 


Four  hours,  fcoute  for  half  an  hour  over  hillsj 
when  it  enters  a  narrow  plain,  bounded  on  each 
side  by  high  mountains,  and  mostly  covered 
with  grass  and  underwood.  A  stream  winds 
through  it.  At  2  hours  the  plain  narrows  considerably,  so  as  almost  to  form  a  defile,  and 
continues  so  to  where  the  troops  encamped  near  the  village  of  Hajiabad.  The  troops  com* 
moDoed  the  march  at  9  a.m.,  teaching  the  camp  at  2  p.m.    Ffalted  an  hour. 


5* 


us 


Route  No.  300 — contd. 
8abzawdr  to  Nuhdpur— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Disvahcs,  nr  xxlbs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ae. 


6.  SuliXh  Maidajt ... 


6.  Bubj 


••• 


48 


6 


7.  GtTABT   Ba*LA*  (?) 


12 


54 


One  hoar.  Up  *  narrow  plain  covered  with 
grass.  The  march  occupied  an  hoar  and  a  hall 
the  whole  setting  oat  at  the  same  time.  T>  f 
camp  was  pitched  about  2  miles  W.  S.  W.  of 
the  fort  of  Saltan  Maid&n,  from  which  it  was 
separated  by  range  of  hills. 

Two  hoars.  The  road  to-day  lay  over  an  uneven 
plain,  interspersed  with  Tillages.  Burj  is  a 
small  village,  and,  with  several  others  in  view, 
is  under  the  Government  of  Ismail  Beg  (the 
chief  who  defended  Saltan  Maidan). 


8.  Ni8h1p6b 


#•• 


6 


66  I  Five  hoars.  Two  hoars  along  a  plain  mostly 
overgrown  with  grass,  well-watered  and  afford* 
ing  a  prospect  of  several  villages.  Camp  near 
two  villages,  called  Goart  Bala  and  Rabat. 
The  famous  turquoise  mines  are  situated  about 
12  miles  N.  E.  of  the  village  of  Burj. 


72 


Two  hours.  Road  along  the  plain,  1  have 
now  traversed  the  greater  part  of  Persia,  but 
in  no  part  have  1  beheld  so  many  villages 
within  the  eye's  range  as  here  presented  them- 
selves to  view.  The  land  adjacent  to  the  road  daring  the  whole  way  is  laid  in  cornfields. 
At  about  2  miles  from  the  town,  entered  between  gardens,  which  continue  to  within  a  abort 
distance  of  the  walls.  Nishaptir  is  about  2  miles  in  circumference,  including  an  ark  (or 
inner  fort),  which  presents  a  formidable  appearance  from  the  outside,  but  contains  little  more 
than  a  heap  of  ruins.  The  town  is  in  a  decayed  state,  and  the  bazaars  very  indifferent.  This 
place  is  celebrated  for  its  black  lambskins,  such  as  Persian  cans  are  made  of ;  also  for  its 
fur  coats  and  cotton  manufactures.    Turquoises  are  to  be  had,  out  very  few  good  ones. 


Route  No.  301. 

SabzawXb  to  TubshIz, 
Authority. — MacGbegob. 

Dierurca, 

nr  miles. 

Description,  Ac. 

Stags  of  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

1.  Sab-i-MazIb 

2.  Aba  Hasan  NIzib 

3.  Khub 

4.  Babo  Maska**  ... 
6.  StjltanXbXd 

6.  TubshIz 

••■ 

••• 
>*• 

... 
... 
... 

•  st- 
ate 

•  %  • 

e  »  • 

•  e  • 

e  •  • 

}  Water  plentiful 

Turshiz  is  the  name  of  the  district*  not  of 

town. 

a 

•  Perhaps  "  Badar  Asian. 


419 
SAHNAH,  or  SEHNA. 

Lat.  35°  2C  (f  ;    Long.  47°  ltf  (f . 

The  capital  of  Persian  Kurdistan,  or  Ardilan,  situated  £00  miles   S.S.E.   of 
Tabriz,  60  miles   N.W.  of  Hamad  an,  77  miles  N.  of  Karmanshah. 

It  is  secluded  in  the  bosom  of  a  deep  valley,  well  cultivated  and  inter- 
spersed with  orchards,  and  is  a  romantic  and  flourishing  little  town.  It  is 
surrounded  by  a  mud  wall ;  its  population  amounts  to  about  4,000  souls,  of 
which  number  200  are  Jews  and  Armenians  and  50  are  Nestorians,  who 
trade  to  Mosal,  Baghdad,  and  Isfahan.  The  Wall,  who  seldom  quits  this 
place,  resides  in  a  sumptuous  palace,  built  on  the  top  of  a  small  hill  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  where  he  maintains  much  state  and  splendour.  The 
Kurds  of  Sehna  are  Sun  is ;  but  the  Wall  and  his  family  affect  to  be  Shias,  to 
please  the  King  of  Persia.  Carpets  of  a  very  inferior  quality  are  made  here. 
It  is  so  surrounded  by  hills,  that  the  town  is  not  seen  till  you  are  close  to  the 
suburbs.  Its  appearance  is  pleasing ;  the  houses  are  well  built,  and  the 
gardens  and  cultivation  in  its  vicinity  are  pleasing.  It  enjoys  a  fine 
climate,  the  small  valley  in  which  it  is  situated  being  protected  from  the 
severity  of  the  winters  in  this  elevated  country  by  the  hill  around  it. 


Route  No.  302. 

Sehna  to  Hamad  an.* 


Authority. — Kinneib. 


Stage  or  balling  place. 


Description.  Ac 


1.  Dih    GhulXm, 
Dih  Kalan. 


or 


23 


23 


At  ]  mile  pass  Sehna  river.  For  5  miles  there 
are  several  streams  of  water,  close  to  the  road, 
and  detached  portions  of  cultivation.  The  road 
rans  along  the  Bide  of  the  hills,  rough  and 
uneven,  and  to  the  S.E.  a  small  valley,  with  rivulets  of  excellent  water  and  finely 
cultivated.  At  11  miles  village  of  Bahramalad,  \  mile  on  right  and  Hillisab&d,  2  miles 
on  left.    At  13  miles  enter  plain  of  Kastud,  and  continue  on  it  the  whole  way. 


2.   KlJBBA 


23 


46 


The  road  goes  over  the  same  plain.  At  2  mile* 
a  village  with  small  stream  and  cultivation.  At 
4  miles  a  small  stream.  Good  water.  At  11 
miles  village  of  Arkalta,  with  cultivation.     At 

12  miles  ruins  of  town  of  Chapulgi,  between  two  streams  of  fine   water ;  thence  to  Kurba. 

No  cultivation  near  the  road,  but  abundance  in  the  plain  and  towards  the  hills. 


3.  Haka  Kasab 


23 


69 


At  4  miles  village  of  Sangravin,  2  miles  on  right. 
The  first  11  miles  over  the  same  plain.  At  10 
miles  village  of  Duza,  on  small  stream.     At  13 

miles  ruins  of  a  city  near  a  stream.    At  16  miles,  small  village  at  foot  of  small  range  of 

hills,  over  which  the  road  goes  for  the  remaining  7  miles. 


4.  HamadI* 


20 


89 


At  6  miles  enter  plain  of  Hamadan,  covered  with 
cultivation,  gardens,  and  villages.  At  7  miles, 
pass  village  of  Sahalabad,  and  oross  bed  of  river. 
The  last  6  miles  go  through  gardens,  crossing  a 
multitude  of  little  streams  and  canals. 


*  Sereral  names  doubtful  in  tail  route. 


420 


Route  No.  303 

Sehna  to  Karmanshak. 


4  ut  hority . — G  EE  a  R  D. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlStAHClt,  IV  XILXS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &o. 


1,  Takht  S6lim1ni 


84 


84 


General  direction  south. 

Cross  stream  bounding  town,  and  some  Tint- 
yards.  Small  defile  2  miles  and  descend  toward* 
river,  Sirwan  or  Dy&la,*  which  ford  at  5  miU**, 
stirrup-deep ;  thence  passing?  several  small  villages  along  river  bank,  skirting  low  shaly  spur* 
from  Ihishand  chain,  and  always  within  ^  mile  of  stream  ;  at  7  miles,  cultivated  valley  and 
three  villages  on  opposite  bank  (W.),  and  isolated  hill  ;  Kila  A  mi  nil  a  Khan  (ruined),  *aid 
to  have  spring  close  to  summit.  Fourteen  miles,  Kila  Nadir  Shah  ;  at  21  miles,  river,  her* 
called  Rohawa,  disappears  through  gorge  to  W.  Cross  a  couple  of  spurs,  5,125  f«^t 
About  23  miles  some  bold  peaks  on  right  (W.) ;  descend  slightly  cultivated  valley;  akin 
small  stream  to  27  miles,  where  it  joins  Gobaro  river,  and  flows  due  W.  towards  Sitarjpi, 
a  prominent  mountain  5  miles  in  that  direction.  Thence  skirt  up  the  right  bank  of  Gobaro, 
to  which  spurs  of  mountains  descend.  Thirty -two  miles,  sharp  ascent  over  spur,  ruined  fort, 
and  wind  chiefly  downwards  over  another  small  spur  to  Takht  StilimAnL  Lat.  ;  long. 
479  5'  E.  ;  alt.  4,850'. 


9,  Kamib4* 


S3 


67 


One  or  two  nice-looking  villages  in  gler* 
across  river  of  the  Sirkub  and  Yamunan  Moun- 
tain on  W.  Close  to  village  saw  unmistakable 
coal  cropping  out.  Continue  along  right  bank  ; 
nasty  path  and  precipice  about  f  mile  ;  at  2  miles  descend  and  oross  stream  by  wooden  brid;** 
and  along  6purs;  some  height  above  left  bank  a  good  deal  of  oak  scrub  hereabouts,  ar.d 
numerous  donkoys  taking  it  to  fcihna  for  firewood.  At  7  miles  descend  and  skirt  river.  A 
few  villages  and  signs  of  cultivation.  Twelve  miles,  main  stream  comes  in  from  £.  and 
path  of  bank  leads  to  Pir  Mogan  ;  16 J  miles,  up  to  which  road  has  skirted  river,  road  r.» 
Juanro  branches  off  to  west.  Cross  stream  soon  after,  knee-deep.  About  19  miles,  br.  «vl 
valley  ;  village  Asa wal,  Ac,  to  W.  Skirt  up  side  valley  to  N.E.  at  21  mile*.  5,ui» 
feet,  and  at  23  miles  crest  of  saldle  6,500  feet,  rather  deep  snow.  Thenoe  descend,  skirt  ri^lr 
bank  of  stream  to  28  miles,  where  cross  wide  valley  of  Loabush  to  W.  Recross  to  right 
bank  at  31  miles  by  few  huH  called  Bia,  and  at  33  miles  KamirAm.  Country  here  wvle  nj*»n 
valley,  with  sharp  rooky  ranges.  Kalam  Shaikh  Garran.  6  miles  £.,  and  others  on  all  sidos 
8  or  10  miles  apart.    Sort  of  caravanaarai  here.     Alt.  5,275'. 


3.  KakabAh 


♦•» 


22 


80  I  Flat  road  whole  wav  \  ford  stream  3  tniW 
girth-deep,  and  at  7  miles  main  streamer  ju»t  at 
ej  it  ranee  of  tolerablv  witle  gi>rpe,  thrmgh  vi-r* 
precipitous  rocky  hills  of  1.2lK>  leet.  Large  valley 
extends  eastward  j  numerous  small  villages,  whence  comes  this  main  stream.  Eleven  o»Ue* 
emerge  in  wide  valleys,  4  miles  wide,  "lead  flat,  and  apparently  cultivated,  but  almost  un*W 
water  j  a  few  small  villages  and  old  fort  on  left ;  at  17  miles  pass  detached  hill ;  19  mile* 
strike  river  bank  again,  Kara^u.  Skirt  along  this  on  left  bank,  one  or  two  side  stream* 
almost  unfordable,  and  into  small  village  of  Kakaa&n,  with  ruined  mud  fort.     Alt  4»82o\ 


4,   KABlfiHBHAJi 


32 


121 


General  direction  south.  City  of  Kan&ansltAh 
clearly  visible,  S.  by  S.W.,  about  15  miles*,  but 
road  makes  long  detour.  One  ea*t  to  foot  of  hi!1« 
for  5  miles,  one  deep  nulla  to  ford  on  way.  Tan 
valley  and  ourious  *\  ring  below  farao  Mountain,  5  miles  S.E.  Then  along  foot  of  hill*.  K. 
side,  panning  several  villages  to  14  miles.  Cross  spur,  5,500  feet,  through  gra««y  basin  m 
hills,  and  emerge  by  gorge,  18  miles.     Here  a  road  branches  to  right  direct  to  eity  and  ri\rr. 


•  Called "Bakam* 'here.  |   f  Kariaa. 


4£1 

Route  No.  303 — contd. 
Sehna  to  Karmdnthdk — contd. 


Btage  or  baiting  plaoe. 


DlSTAVCB,  IK  MILK*. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  *o. 


crossed  by  boat.  Continued  on  parallel  to  course  of  river ;  at  22  miles  pass  Ferras.  Strong 
springs,  gardens,  and  in  gorg*,  near  site  of  ancient  Tak-i-Kostdn,  23  miles,  ruined  rampart, 
quadrilateral,  regularly  laid  out  like  Niniveh  mounds;  25  miles  Ki la  Amandia,  nnd  at  28 
miles  strike  bridge  and  line  of  telegraph  of  the  Tihran  road.  Brick  bridge,  six  arches. 
Thence  due  W.,  flat  cultivated  ground  to  city  gates. 

Karmanshah  has  4,600  houses  and  fairly  built  with  large  bazars;  stands  in  broad  valley, 
hills  near  on  S.,  but  on  N.  about  10  miles  distant,  and  this  valley,  chiefly  cultivated, 
extends  12  or  16  miles  E.,  in  direction  of  Tihran.  The  Karasti,  on  whose  banks  are  some 
Urge  gardens  and  a  palace,  is  a  tributary  of  the  Kanin.  Some  handsome  gardens  and  sum- 
mer-houses in  ravines  to  S.  of  city,  and  large  graveyards  to  W.  Lat.  34°  1^  0"  N. ;  long. 
47°  13'0"E.;  alt.  5,150'. 


Boute  No.  304. 

Sehna  to  KarmanshAh. 


Authority. — Webb. 


8Uge  or  halting  place. 


DiaTjjrci,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total, 


Description,  4e. 


1.    JlUSAlKiBAD 


2.  Kabawkup 


18* 


22* 


At  \\  miles,  the  river  Sahnaon  the  left,  about  \ 
mile  distant.     At   2  miles  a  village  on  the  right 
called  Furriun.     Encamped  near  a  hill  fortress 
about  a  \  mile  from  the  village.     Road  stony,  with  high  mountains  on  both  sides. 

At  \\  miles  from  Husainabad,  crossed  th© 
Sehna  river.  From  this  the  road  lies  along  the 
foot  of  a  high  range  of  mountains  for  1\  miles, 
with  mountains  on  the  right,  about  1  mile  off. 
Here  we  ascended  a  low  range  of  hills,  after  which  the  road  lay  entirely  over  a  succession 
of  barren  mountains.  At  10  miles,  after  a  small  descent,  we  entered  into  a  narrow  valley, 
having  a  stream  running  on  the  left,  the  mountains  on  both  sides  very  high ;  3  miles  farther 
crossed  the  stream.  A  village  on  the  left  called  Yewalla,  at  the  foot  of  the  range  of  the 
mountains,  about  J  of  a  mile  distant.  Four  miles  more,  the  road  winds  at  the  foot  of  high 
mountains,  when  the  country  opens  into  a  valley,  1  mile  in  breadth.  Karanknp  is  situated 
at  the  end  of  it.    A  small  river  divides  this  Village  from  the  foot  of  a  range  of  mountains. 


3.    K6LA8AHA.fi* 


••• 


12*1 


35 


At  1^  miles  we  crossed  the  Karankup  river, 
running  from  left  to  right.  1}  miles  farther, 
road  led  over  the  side  of  a  high  hill.  At  4  miles 
more,  crossed  the  Gohoru>  river,  the  stream  of 
which  also  runs  from  left  to  right ;  the  road  then  leads  at  the  foot  of  a  range  of  high 
mountains,  the  Guhoni  on  the  right.  At  J  mile  farth  *r  crossed  a  rivulet,  which  empties 
itoclf  into  the  Gohoru.  \\  miles  more,  a  village  on  the  left  called  Kahida,  situated  in  an 
owning  of  the  mountains ,  rivulet  on  the  left  near  the  road.  About  \  mile  before  our 
encampment,  crossed  the  rivulet,  which  continued  then  on  our  left.  The  road  in  this  march 
was  entirely  among  the  mountains,  and  over  a  country  similar  to  that  passed  the  preceding 
march. 


•  Apparently  the  "  Ootaro  "  of  Gerard. 


422 


Route  No.  804 — eontd. 
Sehna  to  Karmanshah — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAJrCS,  XV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


4.  KamibIn 


10 


45 


For  2  miles  the  rivulets  which  we  crossed  the 
last  march  ran  on  our  right,  with  mountains  cm 
both  sides.  For  $  mile  farther  the  road  wound 
through  a  defile  of  high  mountains,  with  a  small 
river,  called  Kazawar,  running  on  left.  At  the  end  of  this  distance,  crossed  a  small  branch  uf 
the  Kazawar.  Here  the  country  begins  to  open.  Crossed  this  branch  again  at  2  miles  farther, 
and  once  more  near  the  village  of  Kamiran.  About  \  mile  8.S.E.  of  this  village 
10  a  small  one  called  Zaranjun. 

Road  through  the  bed  of  a  dry  river  for  2 
miles ;  a  range  of  high  mountains  on  the  right, 
about  2  miles  off,  with  a  fine  plain  on  the  left, 
and  a  range  in  front  about  2J  miles  distant.  The 
river  Kazawar  runs  E.  to  W.  before  the  village,  and  empties  itself  into  the  Kara  So.  The 
boundary  of  Kurdistan  and  Karmanshah  lies  between  this  village  and  Kamiran. 

6.  KadamqIh  Eli  as 


6.  Kala  Shah  Khuni 


3* 


481 


8 


16| 


65 


At  5  miles  crossed  the  Kazawar  river ;  moon- 
tains  on  both  sides.  From  this,  road  over  a 
plain  ;  a  range  of  mountains  on  the  left,  about 
H  or  2  miles  distant,  with  scattered  hills  on  the 
right.  At  5  miles  farther,  crossed  the  Kazawar,  which  kept  to  our  left  until  l\  miles  farther, 
where  we  crossed  it  again  ;  a  range  of  high  mountains  on  our  right,  about  4  or  5  miles  dis- 
tant, and  another  on  left  about  2  miles.  Encamped  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  near  ai 
excavation  in  the  rock,  called  Kadamgah  Elian,  a  small  tank  of  fine  water.  This  march  was 
through  a  fertile  country  scattered  on  both  sides  with  villages. 


7.  TaxobostIv 


10 


75 


For  }  mile  the  road  lay  along  the  foot  of  a 
range  of  mountains  on  the  right,  and  a  plain  ub 
the  left ;  mountains  about  2  miles  distant,  after- 
wards into  a  plain,  with  two  villages  on  the  lrf  r  — 

one  called  Kordulharn,  and  the  other  Kinara.    At  miles  farther  a  village  on  the  right. 

about  a  }  of  a  mile  distant,  called  Paurawan.     From  this  place  Karmanshah  bore  between  S. 

and  S.  by  E.  about  4  or  5  miles.     3 J  miles  more  another  village  on  the  right  called  Surkh 

Kalija.     For  the  la«t  7  miles,  a  range  of  mountains  on   the  left,  about     miles  distant ;  the 

plain  of  Karmanshah  on  the  right. 

&  Kabmaitshah     ...  4  79        At  1  J  miles  crossed  the  Kara  Su  river,  which 

was  about  50  yards  wide,   the  stream  running 
from  W.  to  E. 
For  account  of  Karmanshah,  vide  article  **  Karmanshah." 


Authority. — Rich. 


Route  No.  305. 

Sehna  to  Maragha. 


DllTAirCB,  t*  MILKS. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  Haladaba 

17    4 

17    4 

5  farsakha. 
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Route  No.  305 — confd. 
Sehna  to  Mardgha — contd. 


Dut  a*ci, 

IK  MUM. 

Deacri 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

ption,  ke. 

2.  Di  wan  dab  a 

17     4 

35     0 

5  fanakhs. 

3.  Kaplahto 

17    4 

62    4 

6  fanakhs. 

4-  Safab  Khanbh    ... 

14    0 

66    4 

4  fanakhs. 

6.  Sain  KLla 

24    4 

91    0 

7  fanakhs. 

6.  Dizbh 

21    0 

112    0 

6  fanakhs. 

7.  Mabaoha 

14    0 

•  ■  • 

4  fanakhs. 

Total 

. .  • 

126    0 

36  fanakhs. 

• 

Authority.— Kim. 


Route  No.  306. 

SEHNA   TO   PANJWfN.* 


Btage  or  batting  place. 


DlSTiVCl,  IIC  XXLIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


«*» 


Description,  Ac. 


L  Dawaiea 


2.  Babtjdab 


»*• 


8.  Jauawaba 


12 


10 


12 


22 


N.  10°  W. 
plaia  rises 
village. 


The  country   fairly  open.      The 
s    Sehna    is  left.    Dawaiza  is  a 


A  hoot  4  honra.  Road  lies  through  very  narrow 
valleys  among  the  hills,  through  which  run»  a 
little  stream  in  an  easterly  direction.  Shortly 
before  reaching  village  of  Barudar,  cross  a  pretty 
high  hill.     Barndar  lies  in  a  narrow  valley. 


General  direction  of  road  N.  80°  W.  Leav- 
ing Barudar,  ascend  a  ridge,  whence  very  steep 
descent.  Immediately  ascend  again  for  brief 
time,  then  continual  descent  all  the  way  to  Janawara.  Pass  an  artificial  mound  in  a  narrcw 
valley,  and  60  minutes  after  quit  the  road  and  proceed  in  a  N.  50°  W.  direction  in  half  an 
hour  to  Janawara. 


4^  Guxiza  EwBBA. ...  Down  a  narrow  valley  for  6  minutes,  when  strike 

high  road.  Thence  direction  for  40  minute* 
S.  60°  W.  Thence  70°  W.  as  far 
as  the  little  river  called  Kakux  Zakiria,  which 
falls  into  the  Diyala,  distance  being  about  half  an  hour.  Thence  bearing  of  road  for  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  N.  20°  W.,  after  that  70°  W.  for  nearly  half  an  hour. 


♦  Boms  name*  doubtful  In  this  route. 


ill 

Roxjtb  No.  30fi — contd. 
Sehna  to  Panjwin — contd. 


Stag*  or  halt! Off  placft. 


Dm  am  cm,' 19  HUBS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  A*. 


From  this*  point  commences  the  ascent  of  the  Garan  pass.  The  descent  from  tin*  ™/ 
on  the  other  side  is  very  steep.  After  reaching  the  foot,  continue  down  A  narrow  valW. 
and  in  1  hour  and  50  minutes  emerge  into  a  hilly  but  open  country.  The  small  river  <►( 
Asrabad  or  Garan  flows  through  the  pass  into  the  Dirala.  Direction  of  road  to  bride* 
N.  7<>°  W.,  thence  S.  70°  E.  (The  pass  of  Ardababa  to  Banna  is  easier.)  Proceed- 
ing through  a  hilly  but  open  country,  reach  Gueiza  Kwera  in  1  hour. 


6.  Kn  KhusrG    Bug 
(Tents). 


••• 


••• 


S.  85°  W.  About  2  hours.  Road  lea* 
up  a  valley  formed  by  a  prolongation  of  the  hid 
of  Man  wan  on  the  S.,  and  the  hills  of  Zir-i- 
bar  on  the  N.  The  bare  precipices  of  Avm- 
man  bear  due  S.f  and  extend  W.f  overlooking1  Shahr-i-zur,  whose  plains  are  separa'-d 
from  ih  by  hills  which  <*ome  down  from  Ahmed  Kulwan  to  Avroman.  Between  AvTtunifi 
and  Zagrce  is  a  narrow  valley,  through  which  runs  a  direct  road  to  Karmanshih  ;its  direction 
is  3.  35°  £.    The  chain  of  Zagros  is  bare  and  high. 


6.  PANJwiir  •••  Leaving  Kai  Khusni  Beg's  tents,  road  W 

N.  for  3J  hours,  when  the  Turkish  fror.t;er 
was  reached.  The  Eizzilji  river  appeared  on  tin 
left  from  behind  some  hills.     Reach  Panjwin  ai 

hour  after  entering  Turkey.     Panjwfn  lies  in  the   plain   of  Ahmed   Kulwan,   which   latter 

place  tvars  X.  55*  W.,  distant    one    hour.     Caravans  go    in  8  <lays  from  this  to   Hmin»lan. 

and  to  Sehna  in  4.     From  Panjwin  the  road  continues   vid  Bistan,  or  Ahmed  Kulwan  iv 

Doladreizh,  Gherradeh,  and  Sulaiminla. 

Vide  also  Route  "  Sehna  to  Sulaimanfo.  vi<f  Panjwin." 


Route  No.  307. 

Sehna  to  Sulaimania,  via  Baneh. 


Authority. — Rich. 


8taf#  or  haltlnf  placa. 


DlSTAWCE,  IV  MILKS. 


J>f0rriptinn,  Ac 


].  BuiHKHO  ...  Quitted  Sehna  at  5-45   a.m..  and,  immed  *♦  U 

after  leaving,  continued  gently  at&'nding  all  tl.- 
march.  At  8  a.m.  we  saw  the  village  of  Sara- 
kamish  on  our  left. 
At  8-30  a.m.  we  began  ascending  the  height  of  Allab-u-Khodah  ;  reached  the  eusttnH 
by  a  gentle  aclivity  at  9-46  a.m.  This  mountain  forme  the  Baztr  Khani  range.  Before  as 
and  also  on.  our  right  or  S.  E.,  were  hills ;  N.  60°  E.  of  us  were  the  plain*  of  I'm 
Lcilak  in  the  distance.  Above  and  on  all  sides  were  craggy  summits.  We  wound  along  ts* 
■idee  of  the  hills  for  some  time,  and  at  10-20  a.m.  began  to  descend  gently.  This  muontro 
runs  N.  E.  At  11-10  a.m.  we  reached  the  village  of  Baienkhs,  in  the  province  «£ 
Husainabad.  General  direction  today  due  north.  The  distance  about  4  farsakha,  which  1  fal 
in  this  part  of  Persia  is  more  than  the  hour. 


4*5 


Route  No.  307 — contd. 
8ehna  to  S'Uaimdnia,  via  Baneh — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distavoi.  nr  vilis 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


2.  GiXiKHH  ...  Off  at  6-40°  a.m.,  N.  46°  E.,  to  a  dell.    At  6  a.m., 

N.  16  E.,  up  the  dell.  At  6-15  a.m.,  N.  15°  E.f 
over  a  hill.     The  rest  of  the  way  due  N.     At  9-40 

a.m.  arrived  at  the  Tillage  of  Galaneh,  between  the  provinces  of  Husainab&d  and  Kara  Towrow. 

3.  Kalakova  ...  Started  at  6-30  a.m.,  and    directed  our  course 

N.  70°  W.  to  the  hilly  tract  on  our  left. 
Several  ascents  and  descents.  At  6-50  a.m.,  a 
very    steep  descent  to  the  Kizil  Ozan,  which 

runs  easterly  to  Maiendo&b.  Immediately  after  passing  the  river  we  rose  again.  All  this 
part  seems  to  be  a  plateau  intersected  by  ravines.  At  8-30  a.m.,  course  N.  15°  E.  in  a 
v»lley  which  gradually  narrowed  into  a  ravine.  At  9-30  a.m.,  we  ascended  the  extremity  of 
it :  then  N.  15°  W.  to  the  village  of  Kalakova,  situated  in  a  valley,  into  which  we  descend- 
ed, and  arrived  at  the  village  at  9-55  a.m.  Passed  through  the  village,  and  proceeded  N. 
4  f  W.  up  the  valley  and  camped  where  it  came  to  a  termination. 

4.  Submdsx 


••• 


Mounted  at  6  a.m.  The  valley  continues  in  a 
northerly  direction  ;  through  it  runs  the  road  to 
Sakfz  and  Tabriz.  Our  road  lay  over  the  hills 
which  form  the  valley  in  N.  70°  W.,  in 
which  direction  we  continued  the  whole  of  the 
day,  though  with  some  windings. 
The  country  rose  tpridually,  but  very  perceptibly,  from  the  moment  we  left  the  village. 
The  plateau  is  surrounded  by  craggy  summits,  and  lin^s  of  hills  terminating  in  the  plateau. 
All  the  line  of  hills  aonear  to  run  N.E.  and  S.W.  to  Zagros. 

At  8  a.m.  we  amended  a  steep  road,  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  into  a  narrow 
valley  winding  bewteen  high  hills,  in  which  we  continued  the  rest  of  the  march. 

Alighted  at  9-3o  a.m.  at  a  little  spring ;  mounted  again  at  10  a.m.,  and  at  11  arrived  at 
the  village  of  Surmusi. 

6.  Kaba  lioKRA      ...      f    Started  at  6  a.m.;  continued  winding  in  the 

valley,  which  goes  on  to  Daulat  Kala,  and 
struck  over  the  hills  which  bound  it  on  the 
S. ;  then  wound  round  the  mountains.  At 
7-30  a.m.  we  defended  into  a  narrow  glen,  and  immediately  rose  again  ;  and  at  8-20  a.m. 
turned  W.v  in  which  course  we  continued,  winding  considerably  the  rest  of  the  way.  At 
8-43  am.  descended  to  a  little  stream,  called  the  Khur  Khura  river. 

Chalehsmah,  a  considerable  mountain,  on  our  left.  Khusrti  Khan  (a  chain  of  mountains 
on  the  side  of  wtr'ch,  under  the  summit,  is  the  village  we  are  going  to)  was  before  us.  Sakil 
U  about  N.W.  of  us,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Khusrti  Khan. 

The  course  of  the  mountains  is  from  S.W.  at  Zagros  to  N.W.  Hence  we  ascended 
up  the  side*  of  a  rocky  glen,  and  at  10  a.m.  arrived  at  Kara  Bokra. 

Sakiz,  the  capital  of  the  district,  is  due  N.  of  us,  distant  6  farsakhs  (24  miles)  by 
a  very  bad  road ;  or  7  farsakhs  (28  miles)  by  a  rather  better  one.  It  is  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Khusru  Khan  mountains. 

From  Kara  Bokhra  to  Serkhuari-i-Shelal,  the  capital  of  Teratui,  4  hours.  Thence  to 
Bistan,  4  hours. 

6.  Mix 


••• 


••• 


••« 


Started  at  6-15  A.M.,  and  quitting  the  glow 
ascended  the  hill  which  joins  the  N.  side 
of  it  to  the  fort  in  N.  25°.  We  attained  the 
summit  in  10  minutes.  Wound  along  the  tops  of 
the  hills  W.  for  5  minutes,  and  then  S.  35°  W.  At  7-5  a.m.  we  began  to  descend  in  S. 
20°  W.  and  reached  the  bottom  at  7-36  a.m.  Here  we  found  ourselves  in  a  narrow,  rocky 
▼alley  among  the  bills,  in  which  we  continued  the  rest  of  the  day.  The  road  continually 
•seended  and  descended.    At  8  a.m.  we  reached  a  village  named  Hajf  (Mahomedan) ;  thence 


55 
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Route  No.  307 — contd. 
Sehna  to  Sulaimdnla,  vid  Ban  eh — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAJTCB,  Or  MTXIfl. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


rising  a  little,  we  suddenly  descended  to  the  village  of  Siita.  Leaving  this  at  P-45  a.m.,  we 
went  S.  40°  W. ;  at  9-50  a.m.,  S.  80°  W. ;  at  10-30  a.m.,  S.  70°  W.  Here  ve 
descended  and  crossed  the  little  stream  which  occupied  the  hotton  of  the  ravine,  and  at  10-65 
a.m.  reached  the  village  of  Seifatala ;  halted  here  for  some  time,  and  proceeded  on  again  at 
11-30  a.m.  Halted  again  at  1-30  p.m.  Started  at  2-15  p.m.,  and  at  2-45  p.m.,  arrived  at  U» 
village  of  Mfk  in  the  district  of  Sakiz. 

7.  Subenb 


••• 


Left  Mfk  at  7  a.m.  and  ascended  a  hill  by  a 
long  path  (which  occupied  10  minutes)  to  a 
point  which  bore  S.  20°  W.  from  the  Til- 
lage. Here  we  wound  round  the  hill  to  the 
place  where  the  descent  to  the  village  of  Bavandereh  commences.  Halted.  Started  again  at 
10-30  a.m.,  and  at  11-45  a.m.,  having  ascended  considerably,  we  reached  the  top  of  the  *teepe*t 
ascent  we  had  yet  come  across.  It  occupied  about  half  an  hour.  It  is  called  Kelli  Balin,  and 
is  a  col  joining  two  mountains.  The  two  mountains  here  form  a  valley  which  goes  to  Baneh. 
General  direction  to-day  S.  70°  W.  At  1-16  p.m.  we  arrived  at  the  village  of  Survnt, 
situated  in  a  valley. 

Left  Surene  at  6-5  a.m.  and  proceeded  through 
the  valley.  At  7  a.m.  passed  on  our  right  the 
village  of  Bjae.  Soon  after,  the  valley  and  moan- 
tains  wound  more  southerly.  At  7-35  a.m.  a 
pass  opened  through  the  mountains  leading  to  Kizzilji.  At  9-35  a.m.  we  arrived  at 
Ahmadnbad,  on  the  Ardbaba  hills,  part  of  the  W.  chain  of  Zagros,  just  10  minutes'  walk 
of  a  horse  S.  20°  E.  of  Baneh. 

The  following  directions  were  pointed  out  to  me  from  camp  :— 

Sakfz,  N.E. ;  distant  6  farsakhs. 
Sauk  Boulak  •  N.10°E. ;  13  farsakhs. 
Serdesht,  N.25°W. ;  6  farsakhs. 


8.  Bajtbh 


••• 


9.   SWBABWBA  (P) 


•  •• 


Leaving  Banna  at  12-30  p.m.,  we  proceeded 
N.  45°  W.  through  the  plain.  At  1  r.n. 
entered  a  narrow  valley.  At  1-45  p.m.  X. 
80°  W„  still  in  the  valley.  At  1-50  ?.*. 
W.,  ascended  a  little  ridge  out  of  the  road, 
reached  the  village  of  Swearwea  at  2  p.m. 

Started  at  7-30  a.m.,  and  returning  to  our  road 

of  yesterday  (which  we  reached  in   10  minnto), 

proceeded      N.    75°    W.    through    the  vj!\t. 

At  9  a.m.,  where  a  vale  opened  into  it,  we  struck 

W.   to  the  village  of  Nweizhgch,  situated  on  a  hill  that  bounds  tht 


10.  NWXIZEOXB  (?)... 


off  our  road  in  N.  15* 

vale  on  the  W.f  which  we  reached  at  9-30  a.m.    Our  road  to-day  mostly  level. 

11.  Mbbwa  ...  Left  at  7-25  a.m.,  and  proceeded  S.  15*  W. 

to  the  road  we  had  quitted  yesterdur,  which  w* 
reached  at  8  a.m.  We  then  wentS.  5<»#  W, 
and  soon  began  to  ascend.  Halted  on  the  *umr.tt. 
The  mountain  we  are  crossing  is  called  Blu,  and  runs  nearly  N*.  and  S.  At  lo...* 
a.m.,  after  a  short  halt,  we  mounted,  and  in  a  few  minutes  came  to  the  top  of  the  monotxn, 
from  whence  we  descend  into  the  Be'bbeh  territory.  Descent  occupied  about  2  hours,  » tt* 
very  little  interruption  ;  it  was  very  steep.  At  12-30  p.m.  arrived  at  the  bottom,  at  t»o 
Berrozeh,  or  Banna  water,  which  separates  Persia  from  Turkey.  At  1-45  P.M.  arrived  at  tU 
village  of  Merwa,  in  the  district  of  Aalan.  The  mountains  here  run  about  N.E.  and  S>W. 
Beyond  a  cleft  called  Brf,  they  increase  in  height ;  under  this  lies  Beytush,  in  K.  W  VT. 


•Perhaps  "SftjBolak* 


•• 
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Routs  No.  807 — con  eld. 
Sehna  to  Sulaimdnia,  via4  Baneh — concld. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Distance,  xir  xiuts. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &e. 


descended  to  the  Siwel  river,  which  runs  by 


12.  Kenab6  * ,  ...  Off  at  7   a.m.,  and  immediately  commenced 

ascending  the  hill  called  Gimmo. 

At  8-15  a.m.  reached  the  village  of  Deira; 
thence  continued  ascending  gently,  and  at  9-45 
a.m.  reached  the  highest  part.  The  spot  is  called  Hazar  Kaman,  or  "the  one  thousand 
springs."  We  continued  along  under  the  summit  of  Gimmo ;  parallel  with  us  was  the  Surkeo 
range.  Our  road  due  S.  all  day.  Behind,  or  S.  of  this,  is  the  Karreh  Kazhav  moun- 
tain, running  about  S.E.  towards  the  Tariler.     The  country  between  broken  hills. 

Aft-T  an  hour's  halt,  at  1  p.m.,  we  began  descending,  and  at  2  p.m.,  arrived  at  the  village 
of  Kenani. 

Ser&ir  is  due  south  of  us,  about  1  mile. 

13.  SulImakava      ...        ...  ...  Mounted  at  6-30  a.m.    Road  due  south  down 

a  glen  to  the  foot  of  Sersir. 

At  6-45  a.m  turned  out  of  the  glen  to  cross  the 
continuation  of  our  chain  of  yesterday.  At  7  a.m. 
the  foot  of  Sersir,  then  turns  N.,  a  little  VV. 
Continued  in  the  same  direction  until  8  a.m.,  when  we  descended  S.  10°  W.  into  the 
plain  of  Sheri  Hazar.  We  now  recognized  Gudnin  and  the  Giozeh  hilla,  bare  and  regular 
extending  like  a  rampart. 

At  8-40   a.m.  we  descended  into  a  deep  valley  formed  by  the  Karatcholan  river,  and 
mlighted  at  Sulimanava. 

Left  at  6-10  a.m.  Our  road,  after  leaving  the 
village  or  hollow  of  the  Karatcholan  river, 
ascended  gently  the  whole  way.  At  7-30  a.m. 
we  reached  the  foot  of  Azmir,  and  in  10  minutes 
began  to  ascend  the  steepest  part  by  a  road  which  zig-zagged  up  the  face  of  the  hill.  At 
8  a.m.  we  reached  the  summit;  our  direction,  hitherto  S.  35°  W.,  now  went  S.  for 
five  minutes,  on  a  level  along  the  top  of  the  hill ;  and  at  8-5  a.m.  began  to  descend,  still  S. 
At  8-30  a.m.  reached  the  bottom  of  the  principal  descent,  and  proceeded  still  S.,  descend- 
ing gently  through  a  narrow  valley. 

The  level  descends  from  the  foot  of  the  principal  descent  to  Snlaimanfa  in  about  the  same 
degree  as  it  rises  from  the  Karatcholan  to  the  foot  of  the  principal  ascent. 

At  8-50  a.m.,  S.    45°  W,,  through  an  opening  in  the  mountain    into  the  plain  of 
Snlaimanfa,  in  which  we  arrived  at  9  a.m.,  and  at  10  a.m.  reached  the  city. 


14.  SulaimXkIa 


•  •a 


Authority. — T.  C.  Plowden. 


Route  No.  308. 

Sehna  to  SuLAiMANf  a  (Turkey)  , *t?t  a  Panjw!n. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dxstasci,  ur  MILIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


The  distance  from  Sehna  to  Dawaiza  is  three  farsakhs.  The  road  traverses  an  oren 
but  hilly  country  and  is  good  the  whole  way.  The  small  villnge  of  Saflin  serves  to  mirk 
the  h«lf  way  between  Sehna  and  Dawaiza.  After  passing  Safian,  saw  high  up  on  the  hilla 
other  •mall  villages,  their  sites  being  plainly  marked  either  hy  vineyards  or  poplar  planta- 
tions ;  but  the  country  is  thinly  peopled  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  under-cultivated. 
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Route  No.  8C8 — contd. 
Seftna  to  Sulaimdnia  (Turkey) ,  via  Panjwin— contd. 


Stage  or  halting*  place. 


Dierurcs,  nr  xilss. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUl. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  Dawaiza 


11 


Dawaiza  it  for  these  parts  quite  a  large  tHUc*- 
It  contains  a  hundred  houses.  The  inhabitant! 
are  principally  engaged  in  trade,  not  agriculture. 
The  next  stage  is  usually  from  Dawaiza  to  Jlanawara,  but  it  was  reported  that  snppV'-t 
were  not  easily  procurable  in  this  village,  so  Kaah  Ju  was  made  the  halting  place.  Kala 
Jn,  however,  turned  out  to  be  a  full  hour's  distance  away  from  the  caravan  track.  Cr<>m 
were  abundant.  Noticed  several  fields  of  castor  oil  plant;  the  oil  is  used  solely  for  burning, 
not  as  medicine.  The  mystery  was  where  the  people  lived.  Could  see  no  tents,  and  onljr 
passed  one  small  hamlet.  The  explanation  is  that  the  villages  were  hidden  in  seeing  1 
hollows  and  valleys,  and  the  houses  built  on  the  slope  of  the  hill,  with  their  roofs  on  a  le r?l 
with  the  ground,  are  not  easily  seen.  The  names  of  some  of  these  invisible  village*  ar* 
Tudar  Gunahu  (P)  below  Khushamanah  (P),  Bartida,  and  Kakur  Zakfria.  This  caravan  nal 
may  be  described  as  a  good  fair  weather  marching  track.  Fast  riding  is  out  of  the  question, 
and  one  must  be  content  to  travel  a  little  quicker  than  the  ordinary  caravan  pro 
There  are  two  steep  accents,  with  corresponding  descents  on  the  other  side.  The  fir*t  of 
these  is  called  Gardan-i- Khushamanah  (?),  and  is  distant  about  2}  farahakh*  from  Dawaixa; 
both  ascent  and  descent  are  steep.  The  name  of  the  other  is  Kalah-kal-Yakub,  and  is  aboct 
an  hour's  march  farther  on ;  the  ascent  is  very  easy,  but  the  descent  so  steep  and  rough  a* 
to  oblige  equestrians  to  dismount  and  lead  their  horses. 


2.  Kala  Ju 


22 


33 


About  66    houses  at   Kala  Ju.    Inhabitant! 
Gurans. 

A  long  march  of  8  hours  to  Astarabad. 
Had  to  find  the  way  across  the  hills,  Kala  Ju  not  being  on  the  caravan  track.  Direction 
W.N.W.  Country  bare  and  uninteresting.  At  6  a.m.  passed  the  small  village  of  Sagmr, 
the  first  we  had  seen ;  and  about  half  an  hour  after  reached  a  fine  open  valley  running  L 
and  W.  and  leading  direct  to  the  caravan  road.  Name  of  this  valley  is  Dasht-i-Katavi& 
and  is  watered  by  the  Ab-i-Katawan,  which  flows  westwards  into  the  Avroman  hill*  sal 
eventually  joins  the  Ab-i-Shinvan,  or  Upper  Diala.  Half  an  hour's  ride  hence  to  villas*  *i 
Shaikh  Attar,  in  the  district  of  Mariwan.  Soon  arrived  at  an  accent,  undestood  to  be  the 
small  Garan  Pass.  It  separates  the  Da*ht-i-Kalawar  from  Mian-i-Tak  a  beautifully 
wooded  valley  abounding  in  game.  Uode  through  this  for  about  three  miles,  and  then  com- 
menced to  ascend  tho  Kuh-i-Giiran.  Neither  ascent  nor  descent  were  difficult,  thoc*n 
b<  th  were  long  and  slow.  Descent  took  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  At  the  bottccn  i£ 
the  pass  lies  the  valley  of  Chanvi-Garan  ;  there  is  a  stream  here  which  flows  throng*  tr# 
Avroman  hills  until  it  reaches  and  joins  the  Ab-i-Shfrwan.  A  grand  view  from  the  i»s*a 
Pass.  The  mountains  which  shut  in  on  either  side  the  valley  of  Cham-i-Garan,  are  caliei 
locally  Bagh  (Dagh  ?)  Khan  and  Kuh-i-Cham-i-Garan.  An  hour  and  a  half's  ride  from  tha 
foot  of  the  pass  brought  us  to  the  bridge.  It  has  three  arches,  and  is  built  of  burnt  brick*, 
but  is  falling  to  ruin.  The  village  of  Astarabad  was  reached  in  an  hour  and  a  half  after  pass- 
ing the  bridge. 

There  are  about  40  houses  here.    Climate  goat 


miv 


3.  Abtababad         ...         P 

4.  Kala  MabIwXn  ...  P  P  From  Astarabad  to  Kala  Mariwan  is 
an  hour's  ride  ;  but  the  change  in  the  climate  was  much  for  the  worse.  The  plain  of  JUif 
wan,  on  which  the  fort  stands,  contains  about  a  dozen  villages,  of  which  Neh  and  Khanaaoaa 
are  the  two  largest.  Neh  can  be  seen  from  the  fort,  and  has  about  200  houses.  The  lefty  aai 
rugged  mountains  of  Avroman  overlook  the  fort  on  its  S.  aspect.  Near  aa  they  appear, 
they  are  distant  6  farsakhs,  or  a  long  day's  march.  There  are  three  passes  which  lead  up  th» 
Avroman  hills  by  precipitous  paths,  so  narrow  that  two  people  cannot  go  abreast. 

Started  from  Mariwan  at  4-30  a.m.,  and  in  ten  minutes'  ride  arrived  at  the  side  of  Lake  Zr- 
i-bar,  which  may  be  about  a  mile  long  from  N.  to  S.  For  a  short  distance  the  rati 
skirts  the  side  of  the  lake  and  then  passes  behind  a  low  hill.  Presently  the  lake  again  cane 
in  sight,  as  we  proceeded  through  the  plains  of  Pusht-i-Rlshan  and  Kulan,  the  latter  taki&f 
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Route  No.  308— concld. 
Sehna  to  Sulaimdnia  (Turkey),  vid  Panjwin—coQc\A. 


Stag<or  baltlajr  place 


DvtAjrcs,  IV  MILE*. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  to. 


6.    PAKJWfw 


its  name  from  a  small  Tillage  in  a  recess  in  the  hills  on  oar  right.  The  plain  of  Kulan  led 
into  that  of  Bilui  which  stretches  from  £.  to  W.t  and  is  watered  by  a  stream  called  by  the 
Persians  Ab-i-Zaiub.  Crossing  thi«,  arrived  at  the  Persian  frontier  camp  ("  Urdu  ")  pitched 
on  a  low  hill  distant  half  a  farsakh  from  the  Turkish  boundary.  Below  this  hill  is  a  fine 
plain  (Dasht-i-Kala),  which  furnishes  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  camp.  The  land  is 
•*  miri."  that  is,  th*  proprietary  right  belongs  to  the  Shah.  Opposite,  at  about  the  distance 
of  a  mile  on  another  low  hill,  is  a  small  stone  fort  known  as  Kalah  Turagh.  The  frontier 
between  Turkey  and  Persia  is  not  shown  by  any  distinctive  mark ;  but  the  crest  of  a  low  hill 
wa«  pointed  out  as  the  boundary.  At  the  foot  of  this  hill  flows  the  Ab-i-Zizub,  which  the 
people  of  Pan j win  call  Cham-i-Gurah  (?)  and  which  flows  into  the  Kisil-ji.    Followed  the 

course  of  the  Cham-i-Gurah  through  the  plain  of 
Alinbad  for  about  J-  of  an  hour,  and  then  ford- 
ing the  stream  rode  into  Pan j win. 
18  P  Pan  j  win  contains  2<X)  houses.    The  trade  of  the 

place  is  carried  on  entirely  by  Jews,  of  whom  30  families  are  settled  in  the  village. 

From  Pan  j  win  to  Harmala,  6  J  hours.  Leaving  Pan  j  win,  the  road  lies  nearly  due  W. 
across  the  Kizil-ji  plain.  In  an  hour  and  a  half  reached  the  foot  of  Tasidar,  the  range  of 
hills  which  forms  the  boundary  of  the  Mudirlik  of  Kizil-ji.  The  ascent  took  $  of  an  hour. 
Fine  view  from  the  top.  A  white  hill  on  the  left,  was  called  Sarujuk,  and  a  mountain  with 
two  peaks  on  the  far  right  was  Pir  Makrtin.  The  descent  was  steep,  and  it  took  half  an  hour 
to  reach  the  valley  below.  From  the  foot  of  the  Taridar  the  road  winds  through  fairly 
wooded  hills  and  valleys,  but  which,  apparently,  are  wholly  unpopulated.  Halt  at  foot  of 
bills  near  village  of  Harmala.  Two  or  three  small  Kurdish  villages,  besides,  were  in  the 
neighbourhood.  A  stream  flowed  past  the  camp.  Leaving  Harmala,  for  J  hour  the  raod 
followed  a  rough  ascent  as  far  as  Kimsa  (?)  A  short  distance  further  on,  the  country  opened 
out  into  the  plain  of  Bazkadreish.  Pass  Nandih,  a  considerable  village.  An  hour  afterwards 
commence  ascent  of  Juizhah  hillsft  which  look  immediately  on  the  plain  of  Sulaimanferh. 
It  took  an  hour  to  reach  the  crown  of  the  pass  ;  the  descent  on  the  other  side,  into  the  plain, 
is  steep  and  rough.  Beach  Sulaimaofeh  in  an  hour  from  this  point.  Cultivation  and  appar- 
ent prosperity  of  the  people  increases  as  Sulai- 
manfa  is  approached. 
110  Total  time  between  Harmala  and  Sulaimania, 
4}  hours. 
Vide  article  "  Sulaimania,"  for  an  account  of  that  town. 


6.  SjTLAtuivik 


Authority. — Rtch. 


Route  No.  309. 

Sehna  to  TabrIz,  vid  SakIz. 


DUTAVCI  XV  HUBS. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  fte. 

BaelabId 

KlLAKABfo 

GolTepkh 

Mi1*d6ab 

Laxlbb 

21 
21 
81 
21 
28 
31 

21 
42 

73 

94 

122 

153 

6  farsakhs. 
6  farsakhs. 
9  farsakhs. 
6  farsakhs. 

8  farsakhs. 

9  farsakhs. 
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Route  No.  809 — contd. 
SeKna  to  Tabriz,  vid  Sakiz — contd. 


Distjutcs,  iir  icxlm. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

£k  Trfeh 
TxBfifz 

38 
42 

191 
233 

11  farsakhs. 

12  farsakhs. 

Authority. — Gehakd. 


Route  No.  310. 

Sehxa  to  Zohab. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DisiAircx,  xir  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


.    Description,  Ac 


A  summer  road  direct  to  Zohab  exists,  but  is  difficult  from  snow  during  winter,  viz. . — 


Takht-i-StjlimXn    ... 

RoWAXSAB 
KlLAIPAIB  ... 

MlBA  Kjlbind 


Total 


Hours. 

6 

SHtHfff 

4 

J DAN HO 

3 

GorRi 

4 

Zohab 

•••         00 

Boars. 

5 
3 

4 
5 


saidAbAd. 

Lat.  29°  28'  OP ;  Long.  55°  35?  0\ 

A  town  in  the  Sarjan  district  of  Karman,  120  miles  S.W.  of  Rarrain.  It  is 
a  prosperous  little  town,  with  a  very  fair  bazaar.  It  is  an  important  point 
on  the  road  between  Shiraz  and  Karman,  or  Bam. 


An  thority  .—Abbott. 


Route  No.  311. 

SaidXbad  to  ShibIz,  via  Nibis. 


Dxstascb,  nr  xilxs. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 

1.  KhairXbXd 

27 

27 

From  Saidabad  wo  started  with  fine  fiv^y 
weather  on  a  bearing  of  255°,  aai  pwzt!* 
passed  6ome  ruined  villages  destroyed.    At  A 
miles  we  reached  the  village  of  Dili  Kan  lUli, 
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Route  No.  311 — confd. 
Saiddldd  to  Shirdz,  vid  Niris—contA. 


8Ufe  or  halting  place. 


Distavcb,  nr  mm. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &c. 


and  3  miles  beyond  that  of  Dih  Nai  Paian ;  8  miles  brought  us  to  a  nearly  uninhabited 
village.  The  plain  was  generally  very  barren,  and  gradually  resolving  itself  into  salt  desert. 
At  10 1  miles  we  reached  the  edge  of  the  '  Kavir*  We  proceeded  by  a  hard,  smooth  path 
worn  in  tho  otherwise  soft,  rotten  soil ;  in  rainy  weather  the  '  Kavir  *  becomes  impassable,, 
and  the  whole  tract  a  mere  morass  or  bog.  As  we  advanced,  the  path  for  a  while  lay  through 
a  deep  layer  of  loose  salt,  and  then  the  loose  salt  gave  plac3  to  a  sheet  cf  the  same  substance, 
Lard  and  highly  crystallized,  and  not  yielding  to  the  tread  of  a  horse,  though  at  first  only 
one  or  two  inches  in  thickness  ;  beneath  it  was  brine,  mud,  and  water.  Poles  or  stumps  of 
trees  plrcad  at  intervals  guided  us  on  our  way ;  but  presently  we  lost  all  trac?s  of  a  path,  and 
travelled  over  one  wide  expanse  or  field  of  salt,  on  which  the  horses'  tread  left  no  impression, 
and  which  resembled  the  suvfac3  of  a  frozen  sea.  The  length,  as  reported,  is  from  N.  ta 
S..  0  farsakhs  or  21  miles;  but  to  the  S.  E.  it  spreads  out  into  a  very  wilo  expanse. 
Its  breadth  at  the  part  where  we  crossed  was  about  6  miles.  After  getting  again  upon  tho 
hard  plain,  at  the  20th  mile,  quitting  the  main  road,  we  struck  across  the  country  in  a  direc- 
tion of  310°,  after  closely  approaching  the  hills.  At  the  21st  mile  we  reached  another  hill- 
road,  and  presently  afterwards  leaving  it,  turned  towards  the  small  fort  and  village  of  Khair- 
abid,  where  we  alighted  at  the  end  of  the  27th  mile,  having  been  obliged  to  travel  about  5 
miles  out  of  our  way  to  reach  an  inhabited  spot. 


2.  Bbshx£ 


28£ 


55£ 


Proceeding  on  a  bearing  of  220°  and  crossing 
a  broad  recess  of  the  plain,  we  entered  tha 
mountains.  At  the  6th  mile  two  roads  occurred, 
one  leading  direct  to  Katru,  and  the  other  on  a 
bearing  of  260P ,  by  which  we  proc?eded  through  a  broad  valley,  more  or  less  clothed  with 
bushes  and  the  benneh  tree.  At  17 \  miles,  having  reached  the  head  of  the  valley,  wo  found  a 
deep  well  of  good  water,  this  being  the  first  water  we  had  met  with  sincj  the  morning. 
Here  we  entered  the  territory  of  Fars,  and  preceded  by  a  gentle  de«c?nt  still  through  a 
valley,  shallower  than  the  preceding  one.  Gradually  we  got  into  a  more  open  c  mntry  by 
continued  descent*,  and  at  28J  miles  wo  alighted  at  the  small  village  of  Beshna,  posses jing 


tome  towers  of  refuge.    The  distance  is  9  farsakhs. 


8.  Katbu 


15 


m 


We  proceeded  on  a  bearjng  of  280°  down  a 
valley  watered  by  a  salt*  stream.  At  the  ;*rd 
mile  proceeded  on  a  bearing  tf  210°,  over  a 
plain     cf    great     length,      N.    and    S.  ;     the 


mountains  on  the  western  side  forming  a  vast  amphitheatre,  the  cynvexify  <f  whic'i  points 
about  8.W.  The  plain  more  or  less  studded  witli  low  buslies,  but  in  part  salt  and 
sterile.  At  15  j  miles  we  alighted  at  Katru,  beyond  which  wee  mid  net  pre  ajed  that  day 
there  being  no  inhabited  place  for  many  farsakhs  on  our  way  beyond  it. 


4.  Nisib 


21* 


92 


From  Katru  wo  prrc?eded  on  a  bearing  of 
2G0°  and  27o°,  the  plain  cbthed  with  the  gum 
tragacinth  plant.  At  the  2nd  mile  we  entered 
a  deep  and  wide  ravine  through  the  mountains, 
and  proceeded  by  a  gradual  accent  in  direction  275°.  This  pass  abounds  with  bushes  and  the 
hen  nth  and  wild  almond  trees.  The  Oth  mile  brought  us  to  the  top  of  the  pass,  from  whencs 
we  proceeded  by  a  gentle  descent  over  an  open  tract  between  hills,  the  country  still  c'othed 
with  tufts  and  DUMkes.  At  12 J  miles  wo  descended  through  a  narrow,  tortuous  valley,  by  a 
very  rough  road  and  considerable  8 lope,  towards  the  end  of  which  ccorred  some  plantations 
of  pomegranate,  walnut,  and  other  trees,  nourished  by  a  streamlet  of  very  clear  water.  At 
lot  miles  a*c?nded  again  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  when  we  came  in  sight  of  the  Lake  of  Xiris, 
or  Khir,  stretching  nearly  N.  W.  and  S.  £.  apparently,  though  only  apart  of  it  was 
visible.  We  descended  by  a  bad  and  rather  steep  road,  on  a  general  bearing  of  270°,  reach- 
ing the  bottom  of  the  pass  at  the  commencement  of  the  17th  mile,  and  then  proceeding  along 
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Route  No.  311 — eon  id. 
Sniddbdd  to  SHrdz,  vid  JWri#— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dutavcs,  DT  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ae. 


the  plain  over  a  very  rough  ground  ;  at  the  19th  mile  alighted  at  a  circular  pond.  IVa 
reaohed  Niris  at  the  end  of  21$  miles  of  difficult  road.  From  N iris  to  Irij,  across  the  moun- 
tains, is  a  distance  of  4  farsakhs  or  12  miles.  Though  this  place  is  on  the  highroad 
between  Shiraz  and  Karman,  such  is  the  limited  nature  of  the  traffic  between  the  two  place*. 
that  we  had  not  encountered  a  single  caravan  in  all  the  distance  between  Sirjan  and  Niiuc 


5.  Khib 


26 


118 


From  Niris  we  proceeded  over  an  nncnfcivntod 
plain,  passing  at  4$  miles  the  village  of  Khojrh 
Ahmad,  situated  1  mile  off  to  our  right.  *i  ;lit 
foot  of  a  lonely  rock.  At  the  6th  mile  the  vil- 
lage of  Kala  Nu  bore  due  N.  10  miles  distant;  that  of  Kustak,  35' »°,  2  miles  off;  »ad 
Kala  Shur,  N.  5°  E.f  3  miles  distant.  We  were  then  travelling  parallel  with  mouo'vn 
about  2  miles  off  to  the  8. ;  6|  miles  brought  us  close  to  some  rooks  rising  from  the  ola  x, 
and  here  was  a  considerable  tract  under  cultivation,  belonging  to  the  abovenamed  viUatr*. 
and  small  encampments  of  Ily&ts.  At  9$  miles  occurred  the  small  f ort  of  Ai  Yovan.  «n- 
occupied,  but  surrounded  by  black  tents.  From  hence  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  lake  t«>r* 
N.  h0°  E.,  but  the  water  then  reached  only  to  N.  10°  E.,  it  being  low  at  this  *ea*^e. 
A  high  range  of  mountains,  called  the  Knh  Khojah  Malli,  30  to  36  miles  off,  bore  from  A; 
Yovan  between  the  points  335°  and  350°.  The  ltith  mile  brought  us  close  to  the  wvr. 
Thence  the  road  led  parallel  and  close  to  the  lake  for  some  distance,  a  range  of  mountain*  rs 


24th  the  lake  appeared  to  terminate  at  a  bearing  due  N.,  but  this  was  not  really  the  *=***. 
Its  southern  shore  had  taken  a  bend  northwards,  and  the  presence  of  some  high  rocks  *ia 
out  from  view  the  continuance  of  the  water  to  the  westward.  It  was  at  this  point  about  1 ; 
miles  distant.  At  the  25th  mile  we  reached  the  ruined  mud  village  Kala  Serij,  surnmndrd 
by  cultivated  land.  Thence,  305°  direct  to  Khir,  which  village  we  reached  after  a  rife  ci 
26  miles. 


6.  KbHaXBH 


47 


165 


Quitting  Khfr,  continued  westward,  near  the 
mountains  on  our  left  and  parallel  to  tbe  lake 
on  the  other  baud.  The  4th  mile  brought  as  to 
the  foot  of  the  former,  when  we  pnweded  ca  a 
bearing  of  300°,  and  reached  a  spring  of  tepid  water  at  the  6th  mile.  The  bennek  tree,  «*«, 
and  wild  almond  abound  in  this  part.  At  the  12th  mile  the  shore  took  a  bend  north  ward! 
Hitherto  from  Khir  the  water  had  appeared  to  be  from  2  to  3  miles  across  ;  subsequent)?  it 
became  muoh  diminished  in  width,  but  apparently  less  shallow.  A  second  bend  northward* 
occurred  at  the  19th  mile.  Khaneh  Kird,  consisting  of  a  tower,  a  ruined  caravansarai.  and 
a  well,  occurred  at  the  24th  mile.  Thence,  by  a  gentle  apcent  over  a  hard  stony  rmd,  w« 
crossed  some  low  hills,  and  passed  abreast  of  an  island  nearly  divided  in  two.  An  ext«nMT« 
view  is  here  obtained  of  the  lake  spreading  to  the  S.  and  W..  At  the  29th  mile  iu 
southern  extremity  bore  270°.  At  the  33rd,  we  crossed  a  spur  of  the  mountain*  on  oar  K-it, 
close  to  which  a  little  bridge,  known  as  the  Pul-i-Talkh,  marks  the  boundary  between  the 
districts  of  Istahvonat  and  Kulbar,  or  Kurbale,  whioh  latter  extends  to  Band*  Amrr.  11  far. 
sakhs  E.  and  W.,  and  about  4  farsakhs  N.  and  S.  Here  we  entered  upon  an  exten- 
sive plain,  formed  by  the  recession  of  the  mountains  to  the  S.,  a  fine  level  tract,  over 
which  we  proceeded  at  first  on  a  bearing  of  310°.  Thus  far  we  had  constantly  the  mountains 
close  to  our  left,  and  the  shore  of  the  lake  equally  near  on  onr  right ;  we  were  now  recrdinc 
from  both.  At  the  39th  mile  we  arrived  at  a  large  artificial  mound,  called  Kala  Tnreniu 
Here  we  and  our  cattle  assuaged  our  thirst  with  some  indifferent  water.  Thence,  on  a  boa** 
ing  of  290°  and  280°,  we  passed  at  42J  miles  the  deserted  village  Chinar.  Findiajr  ao  in- 
habitants, we  continued  an  in  direction  270°,  the  last  bearing  I  was  able  to  take,  owing  to  the 
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Routb  No.  811— cone  Id. 
Saiddbdd  io  Shiraz,  via  Niri$ — concld. 


8Uge  or  halting  pltc*. 


DXHAVCZ,  IV  MXI.BB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


approach  of  night.  Afterwards  the  road  led  a  little  to  the  S.  of  that  point,  until  towards 
the  end  of  the  47th  mile,  when  we  alighted  at  the  large  village  of  Kerameh,  after  being  lOfr 
hours  in  the  saddle.    The  distance  is  called  12  farsakhs. 


7.    DlBIUf 


27i 


1924 


As  we  proceeded  we  found  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  boasted  fertility  of  the  district,  the 
plain  was  for  the  most  part  devoid  of  cultivation, 
excepting  near  the  river,  where  the  villages  are 
principally  situated.  The  plain  is  a  fine  level  tract,  but  deficient  in  running  water,  excepting 
that  of  the  river,  which  does  not  suffice.  On  its  northern  side  it  has  a  continuous  range  of 
mountains  beyond  the  stream.  At  the  17th  mile  we  passed  the  village  Khairabad,  3}  miles 
to  our  right,  and  here  we  quitted  the  district  of  Kulbar  for  that  of  Shiraz.  At  the  20th  mile 
the  village  of  Yazdikhast  occurred,  \\  miles  to  our  left;  and  at  the  22nd  mile  we  were 
parallel  with  the  eastern  extremity  of  a  range  of  rocky  mountains,  intersecting  the  plain  in 
a  direction  £.  and  W.,  1  mile  to  our  right.  The  24th  mile  brought  us  near  the  village  Du 
Deh,  and  soon  afterwards  we  came  to  a  tract  of  turf,  moist  and  boggy,  and  intersected  by 
small  deep  streams.  The  country  here  is  studded  with  wells,  the  water  of  which  is  raised  for 
irrigation.    We  reached  Darian,  a  good  village,  at  the  27th  mile,  reckoned  at  7  farsakhs. 


8.  ShibXi 


hills,  and  immediately 


25 


217* 


The  village  Laibesheh  is  situated  1J  miles  from 
Darian,  on  a  bearing  of  345°.  At  the  1st  mile 
we  reached  low  hills,  and  passed  the  village 
Kushk-i-Mullah  a  little  to  our  right ;  crossed 
descended  into  a  narrow  plain,  of  no  great  extent,  running  K  and 
W.  At  the  8th  mile  we  entered  by  a  broad  pass  through  mountains,  commencing  bv  a 
grentle  asc  »nt  near  the  western  extremity  of  the  plain ;  the  pass  widened  into  a  broad  valley. 
At  141  miles  we  descsnded  by  a  very  stony  road  leading  through  the  mountains,  and  at  the 
2 1  st  mile  approaching  the  poet  Sadies  tomb.  Quitting  the  valley,  we  entered  a  plain  of  no  great 
extent,  N.  and  S.f  in  which  Shiraz  is  situated.  1  entered  the  city  gate  after  a  ride  of 
about  25  miles,  and  proceeding  through  narrow  uneven  streets,  reached  the  house  of  the  agent 
of  our  legation  at  Tihran. 


samnAn. 

Lah  35°  33'  30*  ;  Long.  63°  25>  18^ 

town  in  KhurJsan,  120  miles  E.  of  Tihran,  343  miles  from  Mashhad, 
prettily  situated  amid  extensive  gardens.  It  is  altogether  about  4  miles  in 
circumference,  and  is  divided  into  five  quarters  within  and  four  without  the 
walls,  which  are  in  a  most  dilapidated  condition.  It  is  said  by  Holmes  to 
contain  between  5,000  and  6,000  houses,  and  by  Ferrier  only  1,100,  built 
either  of  mud  or  of  sundried  bricks,  and  often  fitted  with  *  badgirs/  It 
possesses  ten  caravansarais,  and  the  bazaars  are  solidly  constructed  and  pretty 
extensive,  though  narrow  and  badly  stocked.  In  the  centre  of  the  town 
there  is  a  very  handsome  mosque.  There  are  nearly  300  shops  in  this  town ; 
a  fresh  supply  of  water  flows  through  the  centre  of  the  town,  passing  between 
rows  of  trees ;  and  here  and  there  falling  in  little  cascades.  Samnan,  indeed, 
owes  much  of  its  beauty  to  its  trees  ;  and  every  house  scenu  to  have  its 
garden,  anl  water  flows  through  every  street. 

56 


484 


Authority. — Ferrier. 


Route  No.  312. 
SamnXn  to  Birjand. 


8tage  or  halting  place. 


Discavcb,  xv  xiua. 


Inter- 
mediate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Ab-GXh 

2.  Husain  Nun     .. 

3.  JaHBUD.OiTaHBUD 

4.  Raza 

5.  Chasmah-i-Kuh 
0.  Mujakbad 

7.  Chasm  ah-i-Aziz 

8.  Gard-ab 

9.  KarbasXb 

10.  Kalmobeh 

11.  ChahXbdbh 

12.  Tabas 


13.  TabrIz 

14.  Taeistan  (P)     ... 

15.  Hauz  Muhammad 

KIsim. 

16.  Hauz  Firuz 
17.TalkhXb 

IS.  Mikh  Khob  (?)... 

19.  Khur 

20.  HaczJunbbbk(P) 

21.  Shanbl(P) 

22.  Shah  Zilla 

23.  Birjand 


14 

7 


18 

18 

18 

36 

18 

54 

18 

72 

21 

93 

21 

114 

28 

142 

28 

170 

21 

191 

28 

219 

28 

247 

14 

261 

261 

282 

289 


28 

317 

14 

331 

18 

349 

7 

356 

18 

374 

18 

392 

14 

406 

14 

420 

1 


A  spring  of  fresh  water ;  no  bouses. 
Walled  village ;  400  houses ;  Persians. 
Walled  village ;  500  houses  ;  Persians. 
Open  village ;  100  houses ;  Persians. 


y  A  spring  of  brackish  water ;  no  houses. 


j 


Walled  village ;  100  bouses ;  Persians. 

Walled  town  ;  5/XK)  houses;  Arabs  and   Persian*. 

Supplies  of  forage ;  water,  and  transport  camels 

abundant. 
Walled  village ;  200  houses  ;  Persians  ;  bountLrr 

of  Khurasan. 
Walled  village ;  100  houses ;  Persians. 


►  A  spring  of  water ;  no  houses. 


*  

Walled  village ;  400  houses ;  Persians. 
An  encampment. 

Walled  village  ;  100  houses ;  Persians. 
Walled  village ;  100  bouses ;  Arabs. 


Authority. — Stewart. 


8ta§e  or  haltinf  place. 


Route  No.  313. 

SaMNAN  TO  Rtfl-KHAF. 


DistAircz,  ix  mtrs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


Total. 


SamnXk 


*•» 


22 


22  ,     Large  town  with  many  caravansarais  and  gu*l 
i  bazaars. 

(These  six  stages  are  on  the  main  road  from  Tib  ran  to  Mashhad,  which  passe*  through 
a  fairly  fertile  country.  Provisions  procurable  everywhere  in  considerable  quantities,  excrpt  At 
J>ih-Namak,  where  they  are  only  procurable  in  small  quantities.  At  Sanuian  I  quitted  tbe 
main  road  and  went  across  a  portion  of  the  AViriV,  or  salt  desert.) 

Small  spring  of  g<»nd  water;  fonr  nouaes;  n* 
provisions  procurable;    small    ruined   caravan* 


GarmXb 


14 


36 


suirais. 
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Route  No.  SIS— conld. 
Samndn  to  Rui-KAdf—eontd. 


Sttgt  or  batting  place 


Distavci,  iv  xTtes. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  4c* 


•    t 


Taglag  (?) 


JIcsjunIbIp 


•  *  » 

23 

59 

•  •• 

19 

< 

78 

At  14  miles  flourishing  bat  small  Tillage  of 
Duzdahir  (P).  Taglag  is  a  small  spring  of  good 
water ;  no  inhabitants. 


Desert  until  village  is  neared.  One  place,  where 
there  is  a  karez  of  water  but  no  inhabitants,  is 
passed  at  10  miles.    It  is  called  Tabriz.    Large 
Tillage  of  Furat  (?)  2  miles  distant ;  Damghan  17. miles. 

* 

Khabgu*8H1  ...  22  100  I     A  spring  of  bad  water  in  the  desert,  just  drink- 

able. This  place  is  inhabited  in  winter  by  a 
few  nomads.  Nothing  procurable  but  camels 
and  sheep.    First  portion   of  road  from  Husain- 

£bad  across  heavy  sand.    Then  four  miles  oikavir ;  then  pass  low  hills  called  Panjkub,  after 

which  6  miles  more  of  salt  desert. 


D  {renin  ...  42  142       Road  passes  over  a  good  deal  of  heavy  *and ; 

on  the  sandy  portion  are  bushes  and  bunch - 
grass.  No  drinkable  water  for  24  miles 
until  Chah  Tarn  is  reached.  Ch&h  Tarn  has  no 
inhabitants,  but  three  wells  of  good  water.  Water,  procurable  by  sinking  wells  to  12  feet 
through  soft  soil,  in  large  quantities.  Road  beyond  Chah  Tarn  very  heavy  sand.  There  is 
a  g>ou  deal  of  bunch -grass  and  brushwood.  Chah  Tam  is  a  halting  place  for  caravans  on  the 
♦iirwjt  road  from  Shahrud  to  Yazd  via  Khur.  S hah rud  is  60  miles  from  Chah  Tarn.  There 
i<  8  dirrct  road  from  Chah  Tarn  to  Bia.-juu.aiid,  but  I  went  a  little  off  the  road  to  a  small 
village  named  Du  Chah  to  get  food  for  my  animals. 


Ciasas  (i.e.,  Gabab  ?) 


28 


170 


Road  from  Du  Chah  good.  At  12  miles  pass  a 
well  of  slightly  brackish  water,  and  at  17  miles 
another,  called  Turkuman  Chaf.  The  very  small 
town  of  Biarjumand  is  seen  on  the  left,  distant 
7  miles  from  Turkuman  Chai.  It  is  really  no  more  than  a  village  in  size,  but  it  is  important, 
ax  it  forms  a  sort  of  capital  to  this  semi-desert  country,  and  has  a  governor,  with  a  few 
xoldiers.  A  large  village  called  Giabar  is  reached  at  28  miles.  Flourishing  place.  Provi- 
sions procurable  in  considerable  quantities.     Several  villages  near. 


Zlodi  ? 


26 


196 


Road  from  Giabar  on  leaving  that  place  cross- 
es a  low  range  of  hills  by  a  rather  difficult  pass. 
Pass  can  be  avoided  by  a  detour  of  a  few  mile*. 
At  two  miles  reach  a  spring  of  water  and  t\\  o 
honses  called  Anabu  (P) ;  from  here  the  road  is  good,  and  crosses  a  desert  country.  At  2<> 
mile*  from  Giabar  the  Kal  Mura  (?)  or  AbreshamS  river  is  crossed.  At  this  season  it  has  not 
much  water  (winter  is  the  season  referred  to) ;  but  it  brings  down  a  considerable  bxly 
of  water  in  spring.  I  crossed  this  very  stream  in  March,  and  it  was  then  very  full.  (Tins 
wan  higher  up  its  course,  at  Pul  Abreshatnf  on  the  Mashhad  and  Tihran  road.)  The  writer 
in  the  lower  part  of  its  course  if  far  Salter  than  that  of  the  sea.  Such  was  the  ca*e  wli  ro 
crosaed  near  Zugdf.  I  believe  in  the  upper  port  of  its  course  the  water  can  be  used,  but  not 
sn  here.  I  was  surprised  to  see  tamarisk  bushes  on  its  banks.  This  river  is  one  of  the 
causes  of  the  large  piece  of  kavir  which  extends  towards  Khur.  (Query ,— Is  not  the  saltiness 
of  river  caused  by  the  kavirP)  At  6  miles  after  crowing  it,  a  well  of  good  water,  call ed 
Zugdf,  is  reached.    No  inhabitants. 
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Route  No.  313 — contd. 
Samndn  to  Rui-Khaf—contd. 


Stafe  or  halting  plaoe. 


Distuck,  nr  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description,  Jfco. 


Tatjb^n,  or  Tfatiw ... 


22 


218 


At  6  miles  pass  ruins  of  a  Tillage  with  tome 
very  brackish  water,  called  Shur-chah.  At  lu 
miles  pass  ruined  village  of  Hafzami  (?)  with  a 
small  stream  of  good  water.  Inhabitants  had 
deserted  it  in  consequence  of  Turkuman  raids,  but  will,  no  doubt,  soon  re-occupy  it,  sa 
Turkuman  raiding  in  this  part  of  the  country  has  now  been  stopped  by  the  Russian  oc  upa- 
tion  of  the  Akhal  Tekeh  country-.  At  22  miles  reach  a  plain  with  18  small  hamlet*, 
called  Taurun.    Water  good  and  plentiful.  .  Provisions  scarce. 


KalXn-chXh 


17 


235 


At  two  miles  pass  a  small  hamlet,  called  Karii, 

with  {rood  water.    At  17  miles  Kalao-chAh  :• 

reached.    Merely  a  well  in  the  desert.    Another 

well  is  near,  at  which  a  few  Baluchi  nouuds 

were  encamped. 


Kasim£bai> 


32 


267 


Road  good,  passes  over  an  uninhabited  count rr. 
At  24  miles  a  well  of  good  water  is  rea**he»i, 
called  Tahan  Mulk.    More  wells  could  easily  be 
dug,  as  they  need  only  be  very  shallow.    At  Si 
miles  the  small  village  of  Kasimab&d  is  reached ;  water  plentiful.    Supplies  in  small  quantity*. 


Badab  AbkIx 


20 


287 


After  leaving  Kasimabad  a  small  stream  d 
good    water  is  passed ;  then  at   4  miles   the 
small    village   of  Dhan-Kala.  (?).     At  14  mD* 
the  village  Anarbat  i*  reached,  and  from  then* 
the  whole  country  is  full  of  villages,  the  fertile  plain  of  Turshiz  having  been  attained. 


SaoabXd 


27 


siderable  quantities. 
Faizabad 


814 


Road  leads  across  the  plain   of  Turshiz.     Man* 
villages.    At  10  miles  the  large  village  of  Kas- 
dur  (?).    At  27  miles  reach  considerable  villas 
of  Sagabad.    Water  plentiful.    Supplies  in  coo- 
Sultanabad,  capital  of  Turshiz  district,  6  miles  distant. 


22 


336 


Road  good,  except  at  one  point  when  it 
a  small  stream  between  two  ranges  of    hill*. 
Faizabad  is  a  large  village  in  a  district  calM 
Mahal  lit  (?),  which  is  rich.    My    route    here 
crosses  that  followed  by  Sfst&n  mission  under  Sir  F.  Goldsmid. 

Bushbuta 


AbbXsIbId 


SaiIm! 


•  •• 

1         28 

1        364 

... 

23 

387 

•  •• 

25 

412 

Road  passes  village  of  Maina  (?),  and  at  H 
miles,  Knairabad ;  at  28  miles  reaches  very  una.! 
village  of  Bushruya.    No  supplies  procurable. 

Road  through  an  inhabited  country,  paasiar 
many  villages.  I  hear  there  is  a  better  ar>l 
shorter  road  by  Daghibad  (?)  and  Sikhi  \r) 
from  Faizabad. 


At  2 J  miles  pass  the  small  town  or  lar*» 
village  of  Rushka  (?),  sometimes  called  Khaf* 
i-Karni  (?).  The  road  good  and  thickly  inhabit- 
ed, but  a  good  deal  infested  by  Turkutnaa*.  *•» 

a  few  rears  ago  oarried  off  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  two  villages  which  T 

Chief  villages  called  Chamanabad  and  Nasrabad. 
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Route  .No.  813 — concld. 
Samnan  to  Rui-Khdf — conoid. 


Stagt  or  halting  place. 


DlSTlVGB,  IV  KU1B. 


Interroe- 
dlate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Khaf  called  M Rui" 
on  the  spot,  though 
known  a*"  KM/" 
elsewhere, 

N.B.— Probably  the 
real  name  is  "  Bui- 
Kaff"  "  Surface  of 
the  Palm"  on  ac~ 
count  of  it*  flatness 
and  bareness.) 


17 


429 


Good  road.  Rui  is  a  small  town  78  mile*, 
from  Ghurian,  the  frontier  town  of  Afghanistan. 
The  last  village  in  Persia,  named  Kirat  (P),  is  27 
miles  from  Bui. 

a 

The  whole  road  from  Tihran  to  Khaf  is  per- 
fectly passable  for  guns,  and  there  is  no  diffi- 
culty for  any  mode  of  conveyance. 


An  Ihority. — Stewart. 


Route  No,  314. 
SamxIn  to  Tabas. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Malha 
ChXh  ShibIh 
Hasan  Nmr 

6BTFA 

TAHBtiT 

BlZSH 

Siiah  Baku 
Ab?i<  Haiah 
Oil  Chabhxa 
GibdIb 
Dtjbob 
KGh  SafId 
Hadib 
Damibduv 


DiBTAJrca, 

or  MIXES, 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

DeecriptloD,  Ac. 


■  •• 

1 

13 

13 

... 

13 

26 

... 

27 

63 

•  a. 

6 

69 

•  •• 

27 

86 

•  a. 

15 

101 

•  •  • 

27 

128 

•  •a 

20 

148 

•  •a 

28 

176 

•  •• 

1 

9 

185 

•  •• 

12 

197 

•  •• 

18 

215 

... 

9 

224 

•  a. 

20 

244 

No  inhabitants.    Brackish  water. 


Ditto. 


Good  water. 


A  village  of  20  houses. 
No  inhabitants.    Water* 
Considerable  Tillage  in  Sbihrdd  district 
Small  hamlet. 


►  No  inhabitants,  but  water  at  each  stage. 


Large  village  in  Tabas  district.  It  is  t%»  marshes 
from  here  on  to  Tabas  through  an  inhabited 
country. 


433 
SARAKHS. 

Lat  36c  31'  0";  Long.  61°  16'  0\ 

A  frontier  fortress  of  Persia,  about  1,000  yards  from  the  left  bank  of  the 
Tajand.  It  is  armed  with  six  small  guns  and  garrisoned  by  a  battalion.  Id 
trace  it  is  an  irregular  polygon  with  eleven  bastions.  Irrespective  of  tb* 
river,  abundance  of  water  may  be  obtained  at  a  depth  of  20  feet.  The  Taj- 
and is  almost  dry,  except  in  the  spring  or  after  rain. 

Besides  the  garrison,  the  place  has  about  400  inhabitants.  Its  !"> 
importance  lies  in  its  strategical  position,  standing  as  it  does  at  the  junction 
of  roads  from  Ajskahad,  Merv,  Mash  had,  and  Herat. 


Route  No.  315. 

Sarakhs  to  Bala  Murghab. 
Jufhorify. — MacGregor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


L  KAin 

2.  BoWARDASHIK      .. 

3.  Baighiz 


4.  Mabuchak 

6.  MCBGHAB 


DlSTASCI,  IV  MLLES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


21 
27 

27 

27 
14 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


21 
48 
75 


102 
116 


The  road  is  over  a  waste  the  whole  way.    Th*rt 
is  a  well  of  salt  water.     Fuel.     Forage.* 

The  road   is   over  the  dasht.     Hell  of  gooJ 
water.     Forage  at  times.    Fuel. 
The  road  is  over  a  plain  to  this  place,  whic^  \* 
|  on    the    Murghab    encampments    of    notiuit 
|  Water ;  fuel.     Forage  abundant. 
|    The  road  goes  along  the  bank  of  the  Mur^LA 
I  Camps ;  water ;  fuel.     Forage  abundant, 
J     The  road  goes  along  the  banks   of  the  r.r  ~. 
Here  a  fort,  with  supplies.      Water,    fuel,  a»i 
!  forage. 


Route  No.  316. 

Sarakhs  to  Daragaz,  via  CuXchX. 
Authority. — MacGregor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


1.  ChaCHa 

2.  DushXkh 


3.  Ehoja  Ahmad    ... 


DlSTAJrCK,  IS  MILI8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


42 

... 

25 

• .  • 

24 

••• 

Vide  Route  No.  318. 

The  road  goes  over  a  plain  the  whole  war  *  ^ 
this  place,  which  is  on  a  river  draining  in>u 
Ohach,  and  3  J-  mil**  from  tha  hilU.     No  rillaz.* 
Water,  fuel,  and  forage. 

The    road    is    over    a  watte  the  whole  war. 
Water,  fuel,  and  forage. 
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Route  No.  816 — contd. 
Sarakhs  to  Daragaz,  via  Chdchd — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAVOl,  XV  XH.K8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &e. 


4.  Kala  Rayebd 


6.  Dabagaz 


24 


31 


The  road  is  over  a  waste  plain  near  foot  of 
hills.  Here  2<,0  housed  of  Daragazies.  Water 
and  supplies. 

The  road  go^s  through  a  defile  to  a  pans  in  3  J 
miles  called  Kizil  Kotal,  whioh  is  difficult  for 
camel*.  The  rond  used  to  be  dangerous  on 
account  of  Turkomans  ;  and  the  road  which  should  be  used  is  by  Kaldt-i-Nddir. 


Route  No.  317. 

Sarakhs  to  Jam,  vid  Pul-i-Khatu.v. 
Authority. — MacG  regor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dismrci,  nr  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  PCl-i-KhAt^n    .. 

2.   Z6b£b£d 

3.  Jam 


27 
14 

31 


27 


The  road  is  good  along  bank  of  river  over 
plain.     Village  ;  water  and  supplies. 
41  |     The.  road  is  good  over  undulating  ground.     No 
j  village.     Water,  fuel,  and  forage.    This  is  7 
I  id  ilea  from  the  river. 
72  !     The  road  is  good  over  undulations  for  9  to  ]0 
,  miles  to  Dara  Zulfikar.     It   then   goes  over   an 
■  easy  pass,  Kotal  Zur&bad  ;  thence  over  uneveii, 
I  and  in  some  places   heavy,    ground    to    Jam! 
Village ;  water  and  supplies. 

A  more  correct  account  of  the  first  part  of  this  road  is  to  be  found  in  Route  No.  285 
••  iVsh  Rubat  to  Sarakhs." 


Route  No.  318. 

Sarakhs  to  Kalat-i-Nadir,  via  ChXcha\ 
A  h  thority* — M  acGb  egor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlfTAjrCK,  IX  MTLBS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


CqachX 


42 


42 


Description,  Ac. 


The  road  goes  over  an  undulating  plain  the 
whole  way  to  the  Darband  Chacha,  a  narrow 
defile  close  to  the  fort.    Water. 
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Route  No.  S18 — con  id. 
Sarakhi  to  Kaldt-i-Nddir,  vid  Chdcha—conti. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBtAMCM,  IV  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  *&. 


Chilkhait  Dabband 


Kalat 


27 


35 


69 


104 


The  road  goes  through  a  defile  far  10  mile*  to 
Karatagan  (village;  water  and  supplies;  1«»» 
houses),  and  is  level  and  good.  Thence  one  n-4 1 
practicable  for  artillery  goes  along  outside  Kalis 
to  the  S.  for  24  miles,  and  is  level  and  good.  Another  road  goes  by  Kushtani.  7 
miles  level ;  then  an  ascent  to  the  Kotal  Kushtani,  which  is  very  difficult ;  horsemen  c*mv  t 
ride  up ;  then  on  for  4  miles  to  Aktash  village  (water  and  supplies  ;  100  houses) ;  then  on  t  > 
Kala  Zao,  bud  road  ;  then  to  Sirizar,  3 J  miles,  bad  road  ;  thence  2  miles  descend  to  t:.- 
Band-i-Dukhtar ;  then  along  the  valley. 

Another  road  goes  outside  the  hills  thus :  (I)  Shorakh  below  Muz'laran  one  day ;  wat.  r. 
forage,  and  fuel ;  road  over  plain.  (2)  Zangun,3i  miles ;  road  level ;  water,  fnel,  and  forage  ;  *.i  t 
fort.  (3)  Chilkaman,  10  miles ;  water,  same  as  above.  (4)  Chachi  (outside)  1»>  mile*  ;  t  ■  • 
road  is  over  plain  ;  water  from  river;  plenty  fuel,  and  forage.  (5)  Mehra,  21  miles  ;  the  r«>ad  '« 
over  plain ;  here  an  old  town  in  ruins ;  water  from  the  Karategan  river ;  fuel  and  forage  procur- 
able. (6)  Cbardeh,  17  miles ;  the  road  over  plain ;  here  an  old  fort  and  a  few  Turku  nm- 
tents  with  a  little  cultivation.  (7)  Nafta  Gate,  10  miles  ;  7  miles  are  over  a  plain,  and  t  h  • 
rest  through  the  Darband  Khojah  defile ;  the  roadway  is  very  good,  but  very  narrow, 
commanding  heights ;  thence  to  Kalat  is  8  miles. 


it.i 


Route  No.  319. 

Sarakhs  to  Kuhsan,  vid  P6l-i-Khat6x. 
Authority. — M  acG  b  ego  r. 


Btage  or  haltiag  place. 


Dibtutck,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.   Pdt-I-KffATtijI    ... 


2.  Chashma  Haus  ... 


3.  KtjhsXk 


The  road  is  quite  level,  over  a  plain,  on  tlu*  U  f: 
bank  of  Tajand  river.     At  7   mile*  pa**    K*<s 
Daulatabad.     At  14  miles  Naujahad.     H«r*  a 
old  bridge  of  stone.     No  village.     Water  ;  f<;- 
Forage  plentiful. 

The  road  crosses  to  right  bank  and  goes  am^.; 
hills,  and  is  not  very  good;  it  cratae*  a  j*^v 
Kotal  Istakhanohil,  at  the  end.  It  is  pr»rtua:< 
for  guns.  Here  is  abundance  of  water,  fuel. 
forage.  At  14  miles  old  sarai  of  Gulraia 
Kalabagh. 


•  i 


<t 


The  road  is  good  along  bank  of  river  over  pla--. 
Village  ;  water  and  supplies.     Thence  to  Glum  .-. 

This  route  is  given  in  greater  detail  a*  f  *r  a* 
PuUi-KhAtun  the  other  way  (vid*  Route  No.  2*» 
•'  Pesh  Rubat  to  Sarakhs"). 
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SARHAD. 

Lat.  28°  0'  0";  Long.  61°  0'  0*. 

A    lofty  plateau  lying   S.E.   of    Bam  and   N.E.    of    B.,   the    inhabitant 
of  which  are   mostly  nomads.     Washt  is  believed  to  be  the  only   village 
The  direct  route  from  Bampur  to  Sistan  would  lie  through  this  plateau. 


Route  No  320. 

Sarhad  to  Magas. 
Authority. — HXjf  ABDtJL  NabI. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DmTAVCI,  IV  MILE8. 


I  n  Urine- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Alchtmist  P 

2.  Ebindaoan  P 


3.  Aptab 


16 


16 


20 


4.  P 


16 
32 


52 


6.  Maoas 


lu 


62 


Over  a  good  road  to  a  few  tents  of  Damanis. 

Over  a  good  road,  to  the  village  of  Erindagan. 
Erindagan  contains  about  50  huts,  and  the  cul- 
tivation of  wheat,  rice,  barley,  and  juwari  is 
comparatively  extensive. 

Over  a  difficult  and  sometimes  hilly  road  to 
Aptar,  a  place  well  cultivated  from  running  water, 
containing  2<X)  huts  and  groves  of  dates,  and 
furnishing  provisions  in  plenty. 

Set  off  to  the  E.  to  vinit  the  fort  of  Ma^as.  I 
spent  this  night  in  a  '  kour,'  or  rivulet  bed,  and 
starting  the  next  day,  still  proceeded  in  the  kour 
to  a  few  tents  of  Baluchis. 

Arrived  at  Magas,  the  far-famed,  and  found  a 
square  tower  30  *  gaz  '  in  height  and  60  paces 
in  oircumf  erence. 


SHAHRtfD. 

Lat.  36°  25'  (f  ;  Long.  55°  2*  <T. 

A  town  in  Khurasan,  215  miles  E.  of  Tihran,  253  miles  W.  of  Mashhad,  70 
miles  S.S.E.  of  A4rabad.  It  is  a  walled  town,  with  1,200  residences  and 
store-houses  and  300  shops.  The  houses  from  want  of  wood  are  built  of 
unburnt  brick,  and  covered  with  a  flat  arch  of  the  same  materials.  The 
surrounding  country  is  populous  and  well  cultivated,  and  a  fine  stream,  the 
Kud-i-Shah,  comes  from  the  mountains  past  Bustam,  to  Shahrud,  and 
enables  the  inhabitants  to  force  a  considerable  quantity  of  produce  from 
what  would  otherwise  be  a  sterile  plain  ;  for  water  is  not  to  be  had  here  for 
digging.  There  is  an  ill-constructed  citadel  here  and  two  or  three  cara- 
van sarais,  besides  a  large  and  commodious  post-house.  Good  fruits  are 
grown  aud  much  cultivation  is  carried  on  at  villages  iu  the  vicinity,  and 
care  is  taken  to  have  large  supplies  stored  in  Shahrud.     For  eight  month- 

57 


ut 


in  every  year,  dating  from  the  vernal  equinox,  this  road  to  and  from  Mash* 
had  is  travelled  by  60,000  persons ;  and  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  though 
much  of  the  country  is  desert,  every  little  station  on  the  road  furnishes 
supplies.  The  cold  is  said  to  be  severer  here  than  at  any  other  part  of 
Persia;  but  the  climate  is  very  healthy. 

This  town,  being  situated  halfway  on  the  road  from  Tihran  to  Mash  had, 
and  the  point  at  which  all  those  of  Mazandaran  and  upper  Khurasan  meet, 
is  a  place  of  great  commercial  and  strategical  importance.  It  has  been  for 
s^me  years  the  entrepot  of  every  kind  of  merchandise,  and  especially  for  the 
rice  of  Mazandaran.  Its  manufacture  of  boots  und  shoes  is  the  most  cele- 
brated in  Persia,  not  only,  for  the  elegance  of  the  workmanship,  but  the 
quality  of  the  leather.  The  population  is  a  mixture  of  the  natives  of  Mazaa- 
daran,  Khurasan,  and  Turkistdn ;  but  the  latter  are  the  most  numerous.  Of 
the  roads  to  Astrabad,  that  by  the  Kuzltik  pass  appears  to  be  beyond  ques- 
tion the  best  (vide  Route  No.  323). 


Route  No.  321. 

ShIhrtjd  to  Astrabad,  via  the  CHALCHALf  an  Pass  and  Gallgah. 

Authority. — Napier. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distance,  in  milks. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  T*SH  RUBAT 


19i 


191 


Shahnxd    lies    about    4    miles  S.S.W.    of  t li- 
tem n  of  Pustdm.     Road  to  Tash   Ruttit    g«»-l 
and  passable  for  wheels  after  first  rocky    |«a*«s 
whioh  may  be  turned  by  detour  of  2  or  3  iiiiK-. 
Total  ascent  2,200  feet.     Leaving  gardens  of  Shahmd,  n  ad  at  half  a  mile  crosses  Rap  in  *v,ir 
running   N.   and   S. ;   then  continuing  in   a  N.   direction,    crosses    wide    shallow    waU-i-. 
course,  and  passing  through  valley  confined  by  two  reeky  spurs,  emerges  from  it  at  2$  niP»  * 
Hill  skirts  quarter  mile  left.     At   5  J    miles  pass  village    Kalatah,  quarter  of  a  mile  ri^i  • 
8  hah  war  mountain,  with  snow  now  on  right.     At  7}   unlet*  ruined  fort  on   hill   half  a  n  •  ♦ 
right,  and  another  at  foot  in  plain.     Follow  barren   valley;   touch  a  stream  of  gtH«d  wu- fa- 
llowing through  it  at  loj  miles.     Enclosing   hills   run   nearly   due   E.     Pass  village  4  «»r    » 
miles  oil  right,  and  leaving  wide  open  valley,  as-cend  easy  slopes.     At  ltij  miles  descend  fr   »»i 
low  spur.     At  IS  miles  pass  ruined  **  Rubat  "  on  left,  and  follow  stream  up  defile  to  the  Ru\»: 
at  the  junction  of  main  n  ad  from  Astitiljud  ;  camping  ground  in  valley.     The   dtfile   kudu..; 
to  and  from  the  Chalchaliin  Pass  is  commanded  by  hills  receding  with  easy  slopes    Village 
Tush,  50  houses,  lies  1  mile  from  junotion  of  roads. 


\  i 


2.  Shah  Kuh  PaIn... 


13* 


35 


Following  barren  defile  of  Gand-ab  beside  c-.\r 
fresh  stream  for  4£  miles, — ascerd  over  open  )•'.  ■ 
slopes,  and  at  6*  J  miles  rea<*h  crest  of  Chakh.*!'  .•» 
Pa^s,  8.b'<J0  feet  above  sea  hvel,  and  wind  d*»vn 
cypress- wooded  hills  on  risrht  over  easy  gradients  a*  far  as  7$  miles.  Thence  follow  *tr»a«:r 
down  narrow  glen  of  Alianai.  At  lOjJ  miles  pass  mill  and  small  stream  coming  frntn  gb  r 
on  left.  Near  bank  of  n.ain  stream  blue  cay  sttata.  showing  thin  seams  of  gt**l  c.  ui.  At 
U'J  miles  a  r<  ad  joins  by  hills  on  right  of  defile  from  Shah  Kuh  Bala,  distant  1  faj-ulu 
At  13  miles,  path  up  glen  to  left  leading  to  Chaharb.igh.  This  part  of  *trvam  flu**  t>*  a 
>\K.  direction.  Read  then  parses  up  defile  with  a  tributary  at  its  both 'in,  flowing  E  >J*  . 
trash's  up  a  hhott  steep  a-eent,  crosses  a  cultivated  phttuiu.  and  ifccndirg  tlietiev  *  ri -- - 
low  s-pur.  Tiki  ce  road  to  camping  ground  above  village  of  Shah  Kuh  lYifn  bears  S  £:  V» 
The  village  of  Shah  Kuh  I'ain  is  i 
of  t-lifls  known  as  8hah  Kuh. 


bituatid   in  Ue«;i   glen   at    foot   of  high  serrated  1. 
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Route  No.  3£1 — conld. 
Skdkrud  to  Aslrdbdd,  via  the  Chalchalidn,  Pass  and  Galugah — contd 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distance,  in  miles. 


Description,  Ac. 


3.  Asp-u-Niza 


••• 


13i 


48$ 


Leaving-  Shah  Kuh  Pain,  pass  down  the  sraael 
glen.  At  1J  miles  path  from  Chahardih.  taken 
at  times  by  Persian  troops  (infantry  and  cavalry), 
stiikes  in,  winding  down  lateral  glen  (see  Napier'* 
Route,  "  Chasma-i-Ali  to  Mazandaran,  by  Shamshirbui  Pass").  Passing  Shah  Kuh  Bala  road 
keep  down  the  glen,  and  at  2£  miles  reach  the  Duab-UBurzandai.  where  another  road  joins 
in  from  Shah  Kuh  Ba!a  said  to  be  shorter  but  difficult.  Thence  through  defile  narrow  and 
tortuous  road,  fairly  gool  and  passable  for  wheels,  taking  advantage  of  ground.  At  4  mile* 
reach  hamlet,  and  mill  of  Burzandai.  At  51-  miles  cliffs  clo^e  in,  forming  narrow  pas* 
quaiter  of  a  mile  in  length,  at  one  point  contracted  to  50  yards  overhung  by  high  cliffs. 
(inns  might  pass  along  shallow  bed  of  stream.  Thence  for  1  mile,  the  road  which  keeps 
beside  the  stream  is  rough  and  stony.  The  defile  then  opens  out,  the  hills  recede  and  are  wed 
wooded.  At  Gi  miles  small  glen  opens  right,  up  which  lies  road  to  HajiuVid,  a  small  village 
<m  plateau.  At  loj  miles  defile  contracts,  and  road  winds  through  the  narrow  gorge  of 
Tang-i-Ludfan,  about  80  yards  wide,  closed  in  by  stupendous  cliffs  ot  limestone  strata,  euri- 
cju.<*ly  contorted  and  for  mast  part  vertical,  or  nearly  so.  Thence  continue  down  narrow  defile 
uf  Asp-u-Niza,  overhung  by  high  cliffs.  Summits  of  mountains  2,000  to  3,000  feet  high, 
flat  and  open.  At  13  miles  emerge  from  defile,  and,  following  down  stream,  reach  camping 
ground,  which  is  open  and  suitable  for  large  camp.    Nearest  village  is  Hajiabad,  2  miles  off. 


4.  RadeIk 


8 


56J 


Follow  valley  in  a  N.W.  direction     by    good 
road.     At  5  miles  road  from  Chasma-i-Ah  strikes 


in  from  left  at  gorge  of  the  Sawar  glen.  At  G 
miles  pass  the  Mil-i-Radkan,  a  masonry  tower 
with  Cufic  inscription.  Steep  ascent  from  stream  to  Kadkan.  Village  on  hill  side  above  Asp- 
u-Niza  or  Nikah  stream. 


6.  GrLtiQAH 


12 


68S 


At  4  miles  reach  Bagh-i-Kullah,  a  small  hamlet 
of  8  houses.  Thence  steep  ascent  for  3  miles  to 
crest  of  a  spur  coverH  with  forest,  whence  again 
long  descent  of  5  m  }  *s.  Road  steep  and  bad,  con- 
f\  !-r*d  impassable  for  laien  beasts  after  melting  of  snow  and  in  rainy  weather.  Total 
de&Cv-nt  not  less  than  5,000  feet.     Village  of  Gulugah  contains  500  houses. 


6.  Kubd-Mahalla 


13 


81 J  !  Cross  Gulugah  stream  dividing  Mazandaran 
and  Astaiabad,  and  pass  through  village  of  Hasht 
Tikkah,  containing  200  houses.  At  5j  milt* 
reach  Kinara.  a  collection  of  10  >  wooden  huts  on 
shore  of  bay :  cross  small  stream  flowing  in  wifle  gravelly  bed,  and  at  6  miles  pass  Ghaz,  a 
village  of  3< >0  houses.  Thence  turn  south  following  deep  muddy  road  along  na; row  cleared 
line  in  forest  to  causeway,  which  strike  at  8]  miles,  follow  it  to  1()J  miles,  then  bear  away 
E  N.K.  and  bend  E.  to  Kurd  Mahal  la.     applies  of  all  kinds  procurable. 

Ikote. — Road  to  Kinara  is  a  mere  track  through  forest  and  marshy  rice  lands.  The  road 
following  causeway  and  passing  fiom  Hflsht  Tikkah  rin  Naukhand&n  is  a  little  shoiter,  but 
it  is  *aid  to  l*»  even  worse  Kurd  MMi.illa  rontnins  3o;'  to  4t>0  houses,  and  is  situated  half 
a  mile  off  left  of  hitrh  road  in  dense  foie  t.  wh  cli  extends  to  the  shore  4  or  5  miles  distant. 
Its  port.  Mullah  KaUh,  the  nearest  to  A^riibid,  is  much  frequented  bv  native  boats.  (Soe 
al-o  road,  "Rasht  to  Astrabad.") 


7.  AstbXbId 


16 


97  i 


then  bear  E.N.E.  to  14  miles,   whenc- 


Continuing  along  Shah  Abbas  ciuseway,  at  fl 

miies  pa<s  imamzada,  of  Roshanabad   At  Uj  mile* 

cro*s  Shahst  Kulla  stream  from  Mi»nd:ira  and 

Kafshg.iri.  Continue  along ciuseway  to  12.\  miles 

bear  E.  and    make    for    AttrAbad    across  plain 


4M 


Route  No.  321 — coneld. 
Shdhrid  to  Astrdbdd,  via  the  Chalehalidn  Pan  and  Galigah— coneld. 


8tage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTASCX,  IV  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


covered  with  dense  thorn  brakes,  and  scattered  forest,  road  being  wet  and  heavy.    Enter 
town  by  Mazandaran  gate. 

Note.— From  Kurd  Mahalla  to  the  Sbahst  Kullah  stream,  the  path  lying  alongside  of 
the  high  road  is  exceedingly  bad,  winding  through  dense  thorns  and  knee-deep  in  mud.  The 
causeway  is  almost  entirely  abandoned,  the  pavement  being  for  the  most' part  broken  up  and 
more  difficult  than  the  muddy  tracks  through  the  forest  In  dry  weather  a  good  temporary 
road  might  be  made  with  little  labour,  the  line  of  the  causeway  being  still  clear  of  forvst. 
This  line  opposes  fewer  obstacles  than  any  other  to  the  construction  of  a  road  for  wheeled 
conveyances  between  Shahrfid  and  Mazandaran ;  but  it  is  very  circuitous. 


Route  No.  322. 

ShaHB<JD  TO   AsTuXbaD,  Vid  THE  CHALCHAliAN  PASS  AND  ZlXfiAT. 

Authority. — Lovett. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Description,  ftc. 


1.  TX8H  BtXBiT 

2.  Shah  Ktra  Baxa... 


3.  Ziabat 


*•■ 


19  J         ...  Vide  Route  No.  321. 

14  33}       Through  the  Chalchalfan  Pans,  for  an  account 

of  which  vide  Route  No.  321.  Shah  Kuh  Bala  is  a 
village  of  60  houses,  8,200  feet  above  the  sea. 
16J  60         Descending  to  the  Charbagh  valley,  where  there 

is  a  tower  and  a  good  stretch  of  pasture  along 
a  stream,  the  road  crosses  it,  and  by  a  steep  and 
winding  path  ascends  2,000  feet  to  the  crest  of  the 
Lareh  mountains,  9,200  feet ;  then  down  by  a  gently  sloping  road  through  dense  forest,  in 
which,  however,  there  are  clearings  at  Shahrbat  and  Smh  Kaneh,  where  too  there  is  a  fine 
spring.  The  last  few  miles  are  very  bad  and  steep.  Zfarat  has  about  80  houses.  It  stands  at 
an  altitude  of  3,600  feet.  The  climate  is  much  better  than  that  of  Astr&had,  and  it  is  there- 
fore much  frequented  in  the  summer  by  merchants  of  that  town. 


4.  AbtbIbId 


11 


61 


The  road  follows  the  Khasrtid  into  AsttafaaVL 
This  is  the  mast  direct  route  between  Astrabad 
and  Shahrdd. 


Route  No.  323. 

Shahrdd  to  AstbXbId,  vid  Kczluk  Pass. 
A  uthority. — Napiml. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


1.  TAsh 


Dl8TA.SC!,  IV  MTLU. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


18 


18       See  Route  bv  Chalchalfan  Pass  and  Ghat* 


•  or  "  Gea." 
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Route  No.  3:23 — confd. 
Shdhrid  to  Jstrdbdd,  via  Kuzluk  Pass— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlfTAJTCI,  XV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


2.  Cjlmp 


25 


43 


No  village  ;  ample  ground  for  camping,  with 
good  stream  of  water.  Aftpr  quarter  farsakh 
of  steep  ascent,  reach  crest  of  Kotal-i-W&jmainu 
and  descend  some  distance  to  Kabr-i-Sund.  At 
3  miles  reach  Haft  Chashma ;  mud  caravansarai ;  road  level.  At  5]  miles  reach  Kotal-i-Jaling 
Maling ;  at  7  miles  Rubat-i-Safid  caravansarai;  at  9  miles  pass  ruins  of  Ali&bad;  at  10 
miles  reach  Kuzluk  Pass  over  level  road.  Descent  to  plain  below  easy.  Road  good.  Reach 
foot  of  pass  at  18  miles. 


3.  AstbXbXd 


14 


57 


Thence  2\  farsakhs,  or  10  miles  to  camping 
ground,  in  forest-covered  valley  of  lower  range, 
over  heavy  unsound  road,  through  marshy,  forest 
covered  country. 

This  is  the  best  road  to  Astra-bad  from  Shahruch  and  is  always  taken  by  the  Persian 
artillery.     It  was  closed  for  many  years  by  the  Turkumans,  but  is  now  as  safe  as  any  other. 


Route  No.  324. 

SHAHRtJD  TO  BujNtJflD,  rid  JljARM. 


Authority. — Napibb. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlVftAirCV.  IH  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


ALliaiD 


MlOiS 


8 


22J 


8 


ml 


N.E.  and  N.  from  Sh&hrud  over  level  well- 
watered  plain,  passing  at  fourth  mile-  through 
town  of  Bustain. 


N.  to  the  hamlet  of  Kaij,  2$  miles,  over  level 
cultivated  plain,  crossing  at  2$  miles  mar- 
shy stream,  2  to  3  yards  wide,  by  rough  wooden 
bridge.  Ther  ce  W.  over  uncultivated  level, 
reaching  at  4 J  miles  skirts  of  Sfah  Kuh,  a  wide  extent  of  barren  volcanic  upland,  culminating 
in  a  peak  about  1,400  feet  above  plain,  which  separates  the  Bustaoi  plain  from  the  great  plain, 
*t retching  E,  to  the  borders  of  Nishapur.  Ascent  thence  to  crest  of  ridge  in  2  J  miles  1,000 
feet.    Path  narrow  and  rocky.     Descent  \  mile  to  stony  plain  sloping  away  to  E. 

At  0}  miles  brackish  spring.  At  12 J  miles  cross  dry,  wide  hed  of  stream,  and  at  15} 
miles  a  second,  similar.  Thence  over  desert  plain  stretching  for  7  or  8  miles  to  left,  and  If) 
to  12  miles  to  right,  reaching  at  22}  miles  village  of  Magas  of  70  houses.  Supplies  of  all 
kinds  very  scanty,  and  water  bad. 


RiLbLd 


25} 


66 


At  7}  miles,  over  barren  level  plain,  reach  vil- 
lage of  Gitan,  lying  nearly  due  E.  Width  of 
plain  about  20  miles. 

At  9}  miles  pats  hamlet  Kalata  and  gardens  }  mile  left. 
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Route  No.  324 — eontd. 
Shdhrud  to  Bujnurdy  via  Jajarm — contd, 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Iharurcx,  ik  xilzs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Jkc. 


At  12 J  miles,  ov«»r level  desert,  reach  wide  ravine  with  perpendicular  banks  of  20  to  3*  t 
feet,  marking  former  drainage  line.  In  bed  of  ravine  is  copious  brackish  spring,  known  a» 
Chagul  Chashraak. 

Thence  bend  N.E.  over  broken  plain  with  sparse  desert  herbage,  and  at  25}  mil»_-» 
reach  village  Riabad  of  20  or  30  inhabited  houses.     Supplies  unprocurable,  and  water  bod. 


JXjabh 


39} 


95} 


Prom  stage  near  E.N.E.,  over  gTarelly  pla:r«. 
thickly   covered  with  bushes  of  wild   rao    ai.  1 
thorny  herbage.     At  12  mile*  reach  ruined  cat  *- 
vansarai,  known  as   llubat-i-Savang,  with    £»  \ 
spring  of  water  and  traces  of  extensive  cultivation. 

Thence  nearing  still  about  E.N.E.  towards  mountains  bounding  plain  to  N.  :.♦ 
23  miles  touch  hill  skirt.  At  27  miles,  passing  over  a  very  rough  stony  tract  much  broken  \  } 
ravines,  reach  spring  and  watch-tower  of  Kuh  Baba. 

Thence  at  39}  miles  reach  fort  and  village  of  Jajnnn,  passing  over  3 J  miles  of  ron-Y 
ravine-cut  hill  skirt  below  Kuh  Baba.     Supplies  plentiful. 

Note. — Except  at  the  places  noted,  no  water  is  procurable  on  or  near  the  line  of  route, 


KhabXshah 


28J 


123J 


From  Jajarm,  near  E.N  E.,  over  a  lev>  1 
and  partially  cultivated  plain  for  6  or  «; 
miles 

The  nceover  level  desert  plain  to   Hauz  (lSj  miles)— a  small  cistern  filled    by  surfaoo 
drainage,  the  only  water  on  the   line   between   Jajarm  and  the  cultivated  lands  of    tl.*» 
Sanghas  villages.     Behind  a  prominent  red  hillock,  about  2  miles  to  the  N.,  is  said  to  U 
a  good  spring.    Thence  to  Kharashah,  at  2S£  miles,  passing  at  25  miles  village  Jafuabad. 
Kharashah,  60  house*.     Supplies  plentiful. 


TawIb 


13 


136J 


Leave  village  on  nearing  N.N.E. 
At  3|  miles  reach  bed  of  stream,  dry  in  summer 
and  autumn,  and  entrance  of  Darband  defile. 
Bend  N.  up  pass,  following  stony  bed  of  stream  or  level  alluvial  strips,  and  at  5  mi*  ^ 
pass  village  Kafr,  }  mile  left.    Road  commanded  by  spurs  of  mountains  to  It  ft  and  rig.:. 
Above  Kafr  glen  narrows,  but  road  continues  level  and  good. 

At  7J  miles  reach  hamlet  Darband,  at  which  point  hill  skirts  close  in  to  watercourse. 
Thence  ascend  easily  over  broken  ground  to  opening  of  gorge  on  to  plain  of  Shanghai 

at  9  miles. 

At  13  miles  reach  village  of  Tawar,  on  edge  of  plain,  N.E.  of  pass.    Ascent  from 

Bhah  400  feet.    Supplies  plentiful 


BuJNtiRD 


31} 


168|  !  From  Tawar  near  N.E.  and  skirt  south r-\ 
edge  of  Shaughan  phiu  to  foot  of  pass  of  V\r\  .-<% 
and  hamlet  Ab-i-Sliitln,  7}  miles.  Thence  {«•!!  * 
course  of  small  stream,  upwards  to  plateau  kn«  •?  - 
as  Takhta-i-Bashghai  at  summit  of  pass.  Ascent  3  J  miles  ;  800  feet,  fioad  good  fur  last  iui  - 
of  ascent,  cut  in  face  of  hill  of  easy  slope  and  showing  little  rock. 

From  plateau  descend  into  narrow  glen  with  precipitous  slopes  and  follow  its  winding  t.-» 
village  Firoza  at  21}  mib»s.  Descent  steep  and  stony  with  sharp  bends,  but  prart'tM'  '• 
throughout  for  laden  animals.  Light  guns  have  also  passed.  From  Firoxa  emerge  » * 
undulating  well-tilled  plain  of  Bujniird,  and  at  31 J  miles  reach  town. 

Note.— A  shorter  but  more  difficult  bridle-path  leads  over  a  spur  of  the  Aladagh  mountain, 
N.W.  of  Tawar  to  Bujnurd. 
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SHANDAK. 
A  village  in  the  Sarhad  district  of  Persian  Baluchistan. 


Authority* — Jknni^gs. 


Route  No.  324a. 

Shandak  to  Washt. 


Su**  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTJLUCB,  19  MILES. 


Description,  4c. 


Chashma-i-K6h-i- 
RekI. 


13 


13 


The  road  runs  over  the  Sarhad  plateau.  Un- 
limited grass  of  best  description  en  route  ;  also 
tiigaz  trees  and  grazing.  The  halting  place  is 
at  the  northern  slopes  of  the  Kuh-i-Reki  and  6 war 

Kdh.    H/ere  are  two  springs  and  plenty  of  good  water.    Grass,  wood,  and  grazing  unlimited. 

General  direction  of  road  S J3.  by  E.,  available  for  all  arms. 


2.  Cbbta  Dtia 


18 


31 


The  road  runs  over  the  Sarhad  plateau  due  E. 
along  the  base  of  the  northern  slope  of  the  Kuh- 
i-Reki  for  5  miles ;  then  turns  E.S.E.  to  the 
halting  place.  At  the  7th  mile  we  cross  the  watershed,  separating  the  Sarhad  from  the 
I  torn  Nunn&aMr  drainage  system.  Drainage  from  the  N.  and  W.  flowing  into  the  Bam 
Xurmashir  hamtin,  while  that  from  the  E.  runs  to  the  Sarhad  hamiin. 

Note. — St.  John  calls  these  hanmns  kavfrs,  but  I  never  heard  the  term  used  either  by 
Afghan*,  Sarhadis,  Bahichis,  Persians  or  Kurds,  neither  did  Duffadar  Sardar  Khan. 
Here  also  the  road  from  Bampur  vid  Jauri  and  Nazil  to  Sistan  crosses  our  track.  It  is  said 
t«i  be  as  good  as  the  one  I  came  by  (vide  Route  No.  ).  At  mile  11  water  is  found  12  feet 
from  the  surface,  and  the  road  runs  through  grass,  trees,  and  camel  grazing,  and  is  available 
for  all  arms.  At  the  halting  place  is  plentiful  water  in  the  river  bed ;  also  several  springs 
close  by.    Grass,  wood  and  grazing  plenty. 


3.   RUD-I-HlNAB 


8 


39 


The  road  runs  due  E.  over  the  same  plateau, 
crossing  numerous  nullas  (some  with  perennial 
water),  all  flowing  to  the  Sarhad  hamiin,  which 
latter  is  6  to  7  miles  to  the  S.  of,  and  parallel  to, 
our  route.  Along  the  route,  and  at  the  halting  place,  grass,  wood  and  grazing  abundant ; 
and  at  the  halting  place  abundant  water  tin  nala  bed,  latter  flowing  from  Kirpas  Kuh. 
The  route  from  the  Kosha  cultivation  and  karezes,  latter  situated  some  11  miles  to  the 
N.W.,  here  runs  through  the  halting  place  and  thence  S.  vid  Rindigan  to  Bampur. 
The  route  is  available  for  guns. 


4.  WXsht 


16 


65  |     For  the  first  4  miles  the  road  runs  due  E.  over 
the  same  plateau  ;  then  it  crosses  a  kotal,  sepa- 
rating the  S.E.  end  of  the  Kfrpas  Kuh  from  the 
N.W.  end  of  the  Panj  An  gush  t  Kuh.  This  kotal 

coul  1  be  made  available  for  guns  in  a  day  with,  say,  a  working  party  of  100  men,  as  the  soi 

i»  w»ft.    At  the  kotal  is  plenty  of  good  spring  water.     From  the  foot  of  this  kotal  three  big 

knnzPH  flow  to  Washt.     From  mil*  8  to  WtUht  at  mile  16  the  direction  of  the  road  is  E.S.E. 

<tra**,  wood,  and  grazing  plentiful  en  route  ;  but  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Washt 

all  are  somewhat  sciree. 

At  the  kotal  alludcd'to,  we  cross  the   watershed,  dividing  the  Sarhad  hamiin  drainage 

»y»tem  from  that  flowing  to  the  Gszzu  river,  and  thence  to  the   Maskhid. 

for  guns  with  the  ptoviao  mentioned.    For  details  of  Washt,  see  Route  K 


4*8 


SHIRAZ. 

Lat.  29°  37'  50"  ;  Long.  52°  40  22?  ;  Elev.  4,850. 

The  capital  of  Fare,  280  miles  S.S.E.  of  Isfahan,  155  miles  N.E.  of  Bushahr 
by  Kazr&n  (by  Firuzabad,  165  miles).  It  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  a  plain 
amidst  mountains,  and  is  surrounded  by  rich  gardens.  Its  circumference 
is  nearly  4  miles.  Shiraz  is  surrounded  by  a  low  wall  of  mud,  flanked  by 
semi-circular  towers,  which  rise  some  feet  above  the  parapet,  and  by  a  dry 
ditch.  The  wall  has  tumbled  down  in  many  places  and  filled  up  the  ditch, 
so  that  it  is  quite  easy  to  ride  through  the  gaps.  The  southern  wall  is  in 
tolerable  repair.  There  are  no  other  defences  to  oppose  a  besieging  force. 
It  has  six  gates,  and  the  city  is  divided  into  ten  quarters ;  the  population  is 
about  20,000.  There  are  in  Shiraz  fifteen  considerable  mosques,  besides  many 
others  of  inferior  note,  1 1  colleges,  14  bazaars,  13  caravansarais,  and  26  baths. 
A  spacious  square  and  extensive,  well-built,  covered  bazaars  occupy  the  centre 
of  the  town.  The  latter  are  built  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  and  are  well  supplied 
with  goods  imported  from  India,  Constantinople,  and  Russia,  as  well  as  from 
the  west  of  Europe.  The  houses  of  Shir&z  are  in  general  small,  and  the 
streets  narrow  and  filthy.  The  great  bazaar  or  market-place,  built  by  Karim 
Khan,  forms,  however,  a  distinguished  exception  to  this  general  remark.  It 
is  in  length  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  made  of  yellow  burnt  brick,  and  arched 
at  the  top,  having  numerous  skylights,  which,  with  its  doors  and  windows, 
always  admit  sufficient  light  and  air,  whilst  the  sun  and  rain  are  completely 
excluded.  The  arch  or  citadel  in  which  the  Beglerbeg  of  Fars  resides  is  a 
fortified  square  of  80  yards.  The  royal  palace  within  is  far  from  being  an 
elegant  structure. 

The  climate  of  Shir&z  is  on  the  whole  agreeable,  and  during  the  winter 
half  of  the  year  is  very  healthy.     The  water  is  excellent. 

Shiraz  would  probably  be  the  objective  of  any  force  landing  at  Bandar 
Abl>as,  and  it  is  important  as  the  centre  from  which  routes  radiate  in  every 
direction. 


Route  No.  325. 

Shiraz  to  Bandar  AbbIs,  rid  DarXb  and  Fouq. 
Authority. — Pkeece  ;  Jones. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Duturcz,  IV  MXLM. 


Interfile* 
diat*. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


ShibIz  to—  ...  ...  Out  of  the  town  by  the  IrfaMn  gate,  tb<r 

turning  to  the  right,  following  the  toad  Along- 
side the  ditch  of  the  town  for  J  of  a  mile,  taking 

a  direction  S.E.,  proceeded  to  the  village  of  Jafar&b&d,  44  miles  from  the  gate. 
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Route  No.  325 — contd. 
Shir j z  to  Bandar  Abba*— -contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTUTCE,  Iff  MILES. 


I 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


The  road  is  quite  flat,  and  for  the  mot  part  passes  through  cultivated  ground.  Jafar> 
abad  i*  a  small  village,  with  a  piivate  house  and  garden  belonging  to  a  Shiraz  merchant. 

Ptil-i-Fa«a  is  5  miles  beyond. 

This  bridge  cross  s  a  small  stream,  which  runs  into  the  salt  lake  some  few  miles  further 
on.  It  ri>cs  in  the  marsh  of  Karnhagh.  some  6  miles  to  the  westward.  At  present  its  waters 
»!♦.•  swe-»t.  but  a«»  the  season  progr»*sM»s,  th»v  b.'come  brackish  and  undrinkable.  The  road  from 
•Ja'ai/iliad  to  the  bridge  ran  through  a  perfectly  level  plain,  marshy  in  places,  with  a  slight 
m>\  c  tumescence  heiv  and  there.  .During  heavy  rains  it  becomes  very  soft,  and  the  going  is 
1*1. 

From  Ful-i-Fa'a  the  road  goes  along  a  level  plain  skirting  the  outlying  spurs  of  MahA- 
hl,  until  a  j»oint  of  the  hill,  projecting  into  th^  plain,  is  reached  (W  miles).  Direction  to  this 
p»irt  E..  aftei  wards  S.E.  On  the  one  hand,  th*»  it  ad  runs  very  close  to  the  hills  ;  and  on  the 
«  ■  )i«*r.  to  t  he  talt  lake.  At  8  miles  from  the  bridge,  reach  a  second  point.  This  is  the  one  seeu 
fr.»m  Shiva/.  The  road  for  some  oi.'tancc  continues  near  to  the  hills,  but  afterwards  the  plain 
o  fits  cuit,  th*  toad  following  the  line  of  the  la'u\  About  8  miles  from  the  village  of  Mahalu 
pa»*-»l  a  place  which  is  known  as  Dobanah.  There  is  no  habitation,  but  several  disused  wells 
a-i  I  a  couple  of  trees.  About  5  miles  before  reaching  the  village,  passed  through  cultivation 
which  continues  up  to  the  village. 

J  tint  before  entering  it,  there  was  a  small  stream  of  water,  clear  and  sweet.  This  stream 
is  used  to  drive  a  mill. 


1.  Mah£l6 


23  J 


Mahalu  gives  its  name  both  to  the  lake  and  to 
the  hills  alxwe  it.  These  are  fine  bold  limestone 
blufis  standing  some  4,000  feet  above  the  plain 
of  Shim/. 

The  village  is  in  ra*hcr  a  tumble-down  condition,  built  on  each  side  of  a  dry  water- 
co'irwe.  It  conMsts  of  about  SO  house,  built  of  mud  and  stone,  inhabited  by  some  350  people 
Mi!y»t*  11. "><>►  kr.tns.  Who  »t  and  barley  beyond  that  kept  for  home  consumption  are  sent 
ii «t. i  Shi  rax  for  wiK  No  i utiles,  but  about  1,000  donkeys,  40  oxen  for  tillage,  and  some 
•J.nxt  *%h  !•;•. 

F  >:•  r.r  li'-st  mi! »  or  tw  >  Mi°  roal  Pom*whnf  stony.  Just  outside  the  village  cross  a  small 
•■••ram.  strongly  imf>regi.a*ed  with  sulphur.  At  3 J  miles  ja<s  a  village  under  the  hills  to 
it  «•  ti^ht  al>out  2  miles  off.  ca  hd  Pusht-i-Par,  consisting  of  about  20  houses.  Direction  of 
ii  a  I  here  somewhat  more  ca.*terly  ;  jasa  a  read  on  the  right  going  to  Kharanjan,  a  village 
in  4h«»  plain.  l?oad  new  on  a  tmooth  plain,  bearing  S.K.  uirain.  Going  very  easy.  Pass 
u  village  an  7  garden  clone  to  the  road,  rci'led  Juika\  aVut  1<  <•  inhabitants.  At  7  miles  end  of 
tin-  «alt  lake,  and  shortly  coine  on  ground  resembling  the  Bushire  Mashilah,  but  not  quit 
►•■iad.  J'ollow  this  for  4  or  5  miles;  then  a  smooth  plain  with  some  little  scrub.  At  1 
rit:i  •-  KhairaUiL  The  village  consists  of  about  2<)  houses  built  of  mud  bricks,  the  whole  sur- 
»".»nded  by  a  high  wall,  with  towers  at  each  corner;  1<I0  inhabitants.  From  here  the  road 
It  a  Is  over  ea«v  country,  covered  wi+h  short  biushwo<-d. 

At  H  miles  pa«s  the  small  village  of  Kanao.  Several  kam'its  of  good  water.  At  20  miles 
V'Vage  of  llusainahal.  then  Kala  (iiimhaz.  Here  also  good  water.  After  leaving  this 
vilhige.  country  well  cultivated,  a  *  mall  canal  of  running  water  running  close  beside  the  road 
tn^  whole  way  up  to  S&rvUtan.  The  whole  road  is  peifectly  flat  and  easy-going,  being  part 
of  the  Shiraz  plain. 

To  this  point   wheeled  carts  could  be  easily  brought. 


2.   8l  B VISTAS 


25  i 


49]  ■     Sarvi^'in    is   a  thriving  place,   consisting  of 

I  about  3(H)  houses,  with    a   population   of    1,(  MX  I 

1  people  ;  2,5' H)  donkeys,  no  mules  or  earoels,   .V2 

,  oxens  for  tillage.   Mai} at  1,500  tomans.     Water 

good. 


*  TaiM. 


58 
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Route  No.  325— eontd. 
Skirdz  to  Bandar  Albas — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAJTCn,  IV  MILES. 


Intense- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


There  are  some  150  gardens,  containing  chiefly  pomegranate  and  walnut  trees.  There  aw 
some  few  date-palms,  but  these  do  not  bear  fruit.  The  houses  are  mainly  built  of  sun-driai 
bricks. 

Road  S.E.  through  a  level  plain,  somewhat  stony  in  places.  At  4fc  miles  a  deep  gully. 
with  a  small  stream  of  water  at  the  bottom.  After  another  three-quarters  of  a  mile  i«j*s  '» 
second  stream,  and  immediately  enter  some  low  hills,  and  gradually  ascending  for  some  2« 
mile*  reach  a  tower  on  the  side  of  the  Kuh-i-Siah,  another  tower  being  on  the  top  of  the  spnr. 
The  whole  of  this  piece  of  country  resembles  the  bit  of  road  on  the  top  of  the  Gatchttf  )  hills 
between  Kamaridj  and  Kazrun. 

A  short,  easy  ascent  to  the  top  of  the  pass.  Thence  the  road  takes  a  sou th-*outh -eager- 
ly direction,  and,  winding  for  some  4i  miles  among  low  hills,  crosses  a  small  stream.  7  r  * 
country  between  the  road,  which  runs  almost  along  the  side  of  the  Kuh-i-Siah  and  the  hi! 
on  the  left,  is  completely  seamed  with  gullies  and  watercourses,  and  has  a  very  tumbled-about 
appearance. 


3.  MiIn  Jangal 


16* 


651 


A  little  pick  and  shovel  work  in  places  woull 
make  this  portion  of  the  road  available  for 
wheeled  carriages.  It  is,  however,  the  Toogbf*: 
part  yet  crossed  ;  it  is  on  the  whole  fairly  li-vr'. 
and  there  are  no  abrupt  ascents  or  descents.  The  hills  are  everywhere  more  or  less  wouleJ. 
with  wild  almond  and  wild  pistachio.  After  crossing  the  stream,  for  4  miles  the  r<.«  i 
passed  through  a  semi-sort  of  jungle  of  the  above  trees  until  reaching  Mian  Jangal.  This  i* 
but  a  ruined  caravansarai  in  the  middle  of  the  plain,  as  its  name  indicate*. 

Through  a  level  plain,  dotted  with  a  few  tiees,  for  about  3  miles  ;  then  some  small  hill-, 
and  gradually  ascending  for  1J  miles  come  on  a  sort  of  plateau,  where  a  small  stream  ■ 
crossed.  The  country  now  became  more  thickly  wooded,  and  the  road  somewhat  stony,  m*«  1- 
ing  in  and  out  of  small  hills.  The  next  3  J  miles  is  a  gentle  ascent  to  the  top  of  a  pas* ;  tr  »• 
gradient  very  easy.  The  whole  road  practicable  for  two- wheeled  carts.  Direction  S.S.K. 
About  a  mile  beyond  is  a  deserted  and  almost  ruined  caravansarai  by  the  roadside.  *J  >* 
behind  the  caravansarai  i«  a  good  spring  of  water.  The  snow  line  seems  to  be  .«oroc  5'»* 
above  this  point.  After  leaving  the  caravansarai,  the  road  gradually  descends,  skirting  tu» 
bases  of  a  series  of  low  gravel  hills,  until  it  comes  out  on  the  Fasa  plain. 

Fasi'i  seems  to  be  in  a  most  flourishing  condition  ;  the  houses  well  built,  and  the  stnx* 
somewhat  cleaner  than  the  generality  of  Persian  towns.  Great  quantities  of  wheat,  b&r'»r. 
and  opium  grown.  There  are  no  special  industries  in  the  place  ;the  whole  of  the  workr  ? 
j Herniation  appear  to  be  engaged  in  agriculture.  Temperature  here  much  milder  than  (hat  of 
Shii-az. 

Provisions  of  all  sorts  very  plentiful.  Water  good  and  in  fair  quantity,  chieflv  broac'.it 
into  the  plain  by  kanats.  The  gardens  about  the  town  and  village*  are  filled  with  fruit  trees 
of  all  descriptions.     Tho  date-palm  here  bears  fruit.     Malyat  180,000  krana. 


4.  Fasa 


••• 


17* 


83 


Population  of  town  about  5,000. 


Tho  road  runs  through  a  level  plain  of  rich  alluvial  soil,  everywhere  well  cultivated.  At 
1$  miles  pass  the  village  of  Nasirabad;  Fedishkuh,  1  mile;  and  Aliabad,  3  miles  away  to 
the  right.  Pass  Harun  (5  miles).  Shortly  after  leaving  this  village,  the  road  goes  8.£^  ami 
the  dry  bed  of  a  stream  is  crossed.  Still  keeping  to  the  plain,  and  through  heavily  cultivate 
ground,  pass  by  the  village  of  Ghias&bad,  the  road  here  getting  somewhat  more  to  the  & 

6.  Kabbah dag  an    ... 


13 


96 


At  13  miles  village  of  Narbandag&n. 

Narbandauan  is  a  large  and  prosperous  waIW 
village.  It  contains  700  houses  with  a  re- 
lation of  3,500  people.  The  village  owns  &3  »-kh 
for  tillage,  1,000  sheep,  and  4,000  donkeys  ;  no  mules. 
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Route  No.  325 — contd. 
Shirdz  to  Bandar  Abba* — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAWCE,  IK  MILES. 


I 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Carts  could  be  brought  here  from  Fasa  without  any  difficulty.  The  villas,  however,  is 
fibnut  half  a  mile  from  the  main  road,  which  runs  along  the  base  of  some  low  hill*  nearly 
M  might  to  JelyAn.  Water  is  plentiful  along  the  whole  road.  The  plain  has  numerous 
village*  dotted  over  it,  and  aUo  a  number  of  watch-towers  ;  but  the  latter  are  falling  into 
ruin. 

The  plain  of  Fasi  is  completely  surrounded  by  hills,  and  presents  somewhat  the  appear- 
and of  hii  elongated  diamond/  It  is  probably  about  20  miles  long  E.  to  \Y.,  and  12 
broad   N.  to  S. 

For  3i  miles  the  road  continues  along  the  plain  up  to  the  village*  of  Jelyan,  which 
pa*s  on  the  right  hand.  After  g  -ing  another  mile,  rounding  some  low  hills,  the  bed  of 
a  river,  about  80  yards  across,  is  panned  ;  the.e  is  scarcely  any  water  in  it.  Shortly  after- 
wards (three-quarters  of  a  mile)  a  fair  stream,  crossed  by  a  very  primitive  sort  of  bridgn ; 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  further  on,  and  the  village  of  Murdi  is  reaclr'd.  The  sti*eara  rn>* 
by  the  side  of  the  road  the  whole  way.  and  is  known  by  the  samj  name  as  the  village.  Tito 
village  only  contains  oO  houses  ;  2)  oxen  and  (>J0she?p  are  owned  by  the  village,  but  no  don- 
keys or  mules. 

After  going  another  2  miles  alonsj  the  base  of  some  low  hills,  enter  a  somewhat  narrow 
drfilo ;  the  road  here  rather  stony.  The  defile  extends  for  about  a  mile,  the  hills  on  the  left 
side  being  somewhat  precipitous  for  the  list  half  mile ;  those  on  the  right  sloping  and  broken. 


6.  ShaSHDIH  ...  12  108       Having  passed  through,  the  road  comes  out  on 

the  plain  of  Shashdih.  An  easy  ride  of  3  miles, 
along  a  level  and  good  road,  brings  one  to  the 
village  of  thnt  name.  Shashdih  is  a  large  and 
prosperous  pl.uo  with  about  2<JO  houses. 
To  Akbarabad  nearly  due  E.  (2 J  mifes)  ;  the  road  then  diveigos  to  the  S.E.  until 
Ibp  Knla  Karabnl/ik  is  reached  (7  miles).  This  consists  of  a  large  tower  surrounded  by 
four  high  walls  flanked  by  towers.  In  the  space  between  the  centre  tower  and  the  walls  are 
one  or  two  wells  of  good  water.     It  belongs  to  the  Katiain-ul-Mulk. 

The  plain  ha*  numerous  watercourse**,  some  dry,  some  with  running  water  ;  also  num. 
U»rs  of  wells  about  this  poition  of  it.  The  soil  appears  to  be  exceptionally  good.  At  2  miles 
pas*  a  small  open  village  called  Tang'ibad.  This  m-iy  he  considered  to  be  at  the  entrance  of 
the  defile  called  Tang-i-Buhigni.     From  this  point  the  hills  close  iu  rapidly. 


7.  Parakuwi  ...  13  121  |     Darakuai  is  a  small  and   somewhat  dilapidate! 

(Dabajlui  ?)  village.     It  contains  1(H)  houses. 

B  -lore  reaching  the  top  of  a  small,  kotal  tho 
road  passes  through  some  low  hills,  and  over 
somewhat  stony  ground.  It  then  follows  the  side  of  the  hills  on  the  left-hand  for  half  a  mile ; 
tueti  a  short  turn  to  the  ri.S.E.  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  brings  one  to  the  top  of  fie 
descent  into  the  Darab  plain.  Twenty  one  minutes'  walking  down  an  easy,  but  in  places 
somewhat  rocky,  descent  brings  one  on  to  the  plain. 

This  portion  of  the  road  would  present  come  difficulties  to  wheeled  vehicles,  but  a  little 
work  would  soon  make  it  practicable,  except  at  the  small  kotal. 

Close  to  the  foot  of  the  descent  into  the  Darab  plain  pass  two  conduits.  At  9  mites 
pass  the  village  of  HusainAbad. 

The  plain  here  is  covered  with  honor  trees,  and  nl«»o  clumps  of  myrtles.  The  soil  appear* 
to  b<*  alluvial,  giving  cr>ps  of  great  richness.  The  plain  is  well  watered  by  numerous  stuail 
streams  of  good  water.  Villages  and  gardens  in  every  direction.  ThehilU  on  the  left  hand, 
along  the  bases  of  wh'ch  the  road  runs,  present  to  the  eye  a  succession  of  rugged  crags  with 
perpendicular  sides.     For  the  most  part  the}'  appear  to  be  pure  limestone. 


452 


Route  No.  325 — contd. 
Shir  a  z  to  Bindar  Alias — contd, 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DtBTAKCE,  IH  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &e. 


Along  a  road  at  times  slightly  stony  near  to  the  hrwof  thn  hills.  At  13J  miles  «t<*« 
the  Chashma  (Julabi,  a  fine  spring,*  tho  water  is  beautifully  clear  and  limpid.  Pa-*  a  '..•  ! 
■which  consists  of  fine  salt.  It  is  called  Kuh-i-Nimak;  it  is  a  very  remarkabl*  objVor  <* 
the  landscape.  At  16  miles  pass  another  str  »am ;  then  the  village  of  Bakht-i-Gird  on  the  ri.n.; 
about  a  mile;  at  19  miles  come  in  sight  of  the    Kala  Damb. 

Soon  afterwards,  passing  between  two  small  hills,  reach  the  town  (23  miles),  and,  pa**i-»j 
through  the  whole  length  of  the  town,  at  24  miles  reach  the  Kala.  The  garden  \»  f.V  • ( 
date,  orange,  lemon,  and  rose  trees.  The  plain  of  Darab  generally  resembles  that  of  Kaz-r  r>, 
but  the  trees  are  more  fully  grown.  Owing  to  the  injld  temperature  of  the  place,  leoioo*  .ir- 
found  on  the  trees  ripening  all  the  year  round. 

Iliats  pitch  their  camps  and  remain  here  all  through  the  year. 

From  the  foot   of  the  pa*8  the  country  again  admits  of  wheeled  carriage  being  ns*d. 

The  hill  above  the  town  is  called  Kilh-i-Mnalan.  because  of  the  number  of  mim**  in  *\ 
It  is  said  that  copper,  iron,  and  silver  ar«*  all  to  be  found  bore.  None  are  worked  at  pa*«  t. 
nor  have  they  been  for  a  great  number  of  rears. 


8.  Daba* 


24 


145 


•  i 


The  population  of  the  town  is  aror*  0,0  ■•. 
Supplies  are  plentiful  (ride  healing  Parah). 

Hound  the  bids  to  *he  S.     Pass  tin*  cejc'-ni**  ' 
has  relief  known  as  the  Naksh-i-DarAb. 
About  an  hour's  ride   further  on,   along  tho  same   hills,   which   have    many  heiuttfrt 
springs,  brings  one  to  the  place  known  as  the   caravans  ami,  a  place  cut  out  of  the  live  *«•* 
The  stone  quarried  out  has  been  used  for  building  up  portion*  of  this  place  and  for  part  * :  ♦'•■  • 
roof.     It  may   have  been  used  as  a  mosque,  a  house,  or  caravansarai,  or  perhaps  a  cburr; . 


9.  Deh  Khaib 


10 


155 


Deh  Khair  is  a  prosperous  place  with  mar.T 
gardens,  and  also  some  signs  alxmt  that  cm  t  • 
had  been  a  big  place.  Passed  in  the  plain  *x<-ri 
remains  of  the  watercourse  above  referred  t<. 
Population  500. 

Through  a  level  plain  for  about  7  miles,  when,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  left,  t :  *• 
village  of  Fatehabad  is  passed.  Almost  directly  after  the  road  enters  some  low  hill*.  i»oS: 
of  which  are  numerous  low  mounds  and  evidences  of  former  buildings.  After  following  {■  r 
a  mile  or  so,  the  dry  bed  of  a  stream  again  come  out  on  to  the  plain.  The  ro«l  from'1"* 
point  has  a  somewhat  serpentine  course.  At  14  miles  pass  a  mined  village,  where  th«iv:« 
some  water.  The  southern  hills  here  begin  to  converge  rapidly,  and  the  plain,  whir**  '  - 
fore  was  very  open,  narrows  considerably.  After  going  21  miles  come  to  *om«'lnw  h  !  . 
spurs  of  the  above,  and,  descending  by  an  easy  gradient  between  two  of  them,  re.ich  a  nirr  • 
valley  with  a  small  village  in  its  centre  called  Chahardang.  Leaving  this  on  the  left,  an  1  in- 
lawing the  valley  for  a  mile,  cross  over  a  small  hill.  Another  hour  brings  one  to  the  ruli^t 
of  Ros&k. 

10.  RosIk  (BobtIk  ?) 


28 


183 


The  village  is  in  a  verv  tumbled-down  coml't«.  *\ 
with  no  accommodation,  but  is  picture  y»-!» 
situated.  The  hills  to  the  N.  are  high  »  1 
bold  ;  those  to  the  S.,  whilst  of  inferior  |r\: 
and  much  broken  up,  some  with  a  considerable  amount  of  scrub,  have  abrupt  sides  and  *h  *t+ 
bold  peaks.  In  the  valley  itself  a  good  deal  of  cultivation,  with  a  fair  stream  of  clear  wv« r 
running  through  the  centre.  In  no  place  was  the  road  impassable  to  wheeled  carts.  Tr 
village  contained  100  houses. 

From  Rosak  to  Forg  there  are  two  roads, — one  4  farsakhs,  the  other  5  faisakh*.  Th* 
letter  is  said  to  be  the  easier,  and  is  more  or  less  level  the  whole  way,  but  full  of  to— « 
and  twints.  The  shorter  road  is  that  here  followed.  For  tho  first  5  miles  the  raJ  c»* 
through  the  valley,  level  and  easy-going;  the  country  gradually  becomes   very  confine 
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Route  No.  325 — eonfd. 
Shirdz  to  Bandar  Abba* — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAKCB,  IX  lflLF.S 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


After  going  6  miles,  ascend  gradually  over  a  very   stony  road   to  the  head  of  the  Gardan-i- 
lk'/.m-i-Porg.     About  100  yards  further  on  is  a  small  tank  in  bad  repair, 
iload  all  down  hill,  a  long  but  not  rery  steep  descent,  somewhat  stony. 


11.  Fobo 


14 


197 


At  about  10  or  11  miles  reach  the  plain  of  Forg, 
which  is  nearly  circular,   with   several  date  topes 
alwut.     The  village  of   Forg  is  square,  walled  in 
by  mud  wall-,  with  flanking  towers,  and  gates  on 
its  R.  and  W.  faces.    The  houses  are  all  built  of  mud  or  else  sun-dried  bricks. 

The  place  is  in  anything  but  a  prosperous  condition.  Water  s^cms  very  plentiful,  several 
una  11  but  good  streams  running  through  the  streets.  Provisions  also  in  abundance  and  cheap, 
Kit  no  transport.     Forg  contains  about  500  people. 

After  »:oing  3  miles,  come  to  a  hill  on  the  right,  on  which  are  the  remains  of  a  ruined 
ci-tM.%  and  at  the  foot  of  it  a  number  of  mounds  and  other  signs  of  a  town.  The  place  is 
kmvA-n  a*  the  K:ila  liahman. 

Th-»  h'll  «h  some  lSu  feet  high,  and,  together  with  the  ruins  about  its  foot,  overs  a 
c  »T»sid«'rable  amount  of  ground.  2  J  miles  across  a  level  plain ;  then  enter  some  low  hills,  and 
.- *i  iutrcito  mass  of  ravines  and  gullies.  After  going  through  this  for  an  hour,  enter  a 
!•  .rn»w  defile  between  two  long  low  hills.  The  defile  takes  an  hour  and  three-quarters  to 
n<  t  through  ;  it  is  very  narrow,  with  soarcoly  room  in  some  places  for  two  horses  to  pass. 
'1  \m>  hills  on  ench  side  are  not  more  than  80  to  100  feet  high.  Another  ha'f  hour's  rous;h 
g «■>•!!£,  over  and  around  hills  and  up  and  down  ravines,  brings  one  out  on  a  small  level  plain, 
wh!ch  it  takes  just  an  hour  to  cross  ;  then  over  the  slope  at  the  bottom  of  some  hills. 

12.  Taskat*  ...  19}         216}       Another  hour's   ride   brings  one  to  Taskat,  a 

village  some  3  miles  off  the  main  roal  The 
place  is  very  dilapidated.  It  has,  however,  a  very 
fine  date  grove.  Distance  19]  miles. 
Th<?re  is  another  roal  from  Forg  somewhat  to  the  S.  The  two  roads  bifurcate  at 
the  entrance  to  the  hills.  The  southern  one  is  level  nnd  not  stony.  It  is,  however, 
ahont  a  farsakh  longer.     By  the  road  described,  it  would  be  nearly  impossible  to  take  wheeled 

carts. 

The  road  now  only  a  track  across  a  plain  covered  with  low  scrubs.  At  2  miles  some 
low  hills,  and.  passing  through  them  for  half  a  mile,  reach  the  Dasht-i-Tashkurd.  A  long 
l»*vel  plain,  about  50  miles  in  length  and  some  15  broad.  At  the  far  end  (X.  X.  W.)  is 
t'»-»  Baluk-i-Vardani ;  7  miles  off,  somewhat  more  northerly,  is  the  village  of  Dasht-i-Konar ; 
#.nposite,  nearly  due  S.,  a  long  range  of  hills  called  Galagah.  This  range  seemed  to  bound 
the  southern  side  of  the  plain  for  its  whole  length.  Follow  the  plain  along  the  base  of  soiuo 
low  hills  on  the  left  hand.     Distance  19  mih'S. 

The  plain  is  covered  in  nearly  every  direction  with  salt  efflorescence,  and  in  some  parts 
the  going  is  very  soft,  but  easy.  Carts  could  be  used  without  difficulty,  except  during  rainy 
weather. 


13.  SaId  Jowdab 


••• 


26 
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Just  before  turning  to  the  N.  E.,  around 
a  point  of  the  hills,  is  the  direct  road  to  Forg. 
Alter  passing  this  point,  the  plain  opened  out 
to  the  N.  Going  then  for  7  miles  further 
reach  8a fl  Jowdar,  a  poorish  village  with  a  good  date  grove.  No  provisions  of  any  sort  to 
be  got ;  the  water,  however,  good,  and  plenty  of  it. 

Across  the  same  plain,  quite  level,  with  a  great  deal  of  salt  incrnstafions  about.  After 
riding  for  an  hour  passed  the  small  village  of  Raliabad,  with  the  village  of  Kurkiin  about  2  miles 
to  the    N.E.,  both  with  good  da'e  plantations.    About  the    plain  date  topes  t^een  in  every 


•  «  TaakuV'  o*  "  Taahkurd  (?)." 
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Rqutb  No.  325 — conld. 
Shirdz  to  Bandar  Ab?jds— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distance, 

15  MILES. 

Interme- 
diate. 

i 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 


direction.  At  6  miles  parsed  the  road  from  T&run  to  Lar ;  then  the  direct  road  from  Fori  to 
Bandar  Abbas.  At  U  miles  cro*s  a  small  stream  ;  then  a  larger  braneli  of  the  same  river,  bo*  • 
quite  salt ;  the  latter  about  10  feet  wide  with  a  depth  of  5  or  7  inches.  The  plain  is  all  tu  t» 
or  less  salt,  very  soft,  and  after  heavy  rains  would  be  very  bad-going  indeed.  It  is  cut  up  17 
several  watercourses. 


14.  Saadatabad       ...  13J  [      255|         The  Kala    of    SaAdatabad    is  completer  - 

ruins,   the  people  all  living  in  date  hut*.     Tigr- 
is a  very  fine  stream  of   water  running  thr-'n.-' 
the  place.     The  latter  part  of  the  plain,  wit   •„ 
some  2  miles  of  the  village,  is  covered  with  a  semi-sort  of  jungle  of  Gey.  tree1*. 

The  road  for  the  first  2  miles  somewhat  up  hill,  slightly  stony  ;  then  enter  the  Taivr-: 
Lambi,  winding  about  for  some  20  minutes  among  low  hills,  and  then  out  on  to  a  smnll  \  u  -* 
about  6  miles  long  by  4  wide.  The  Tung  in  no  place  difficult ;  in  some  places  a  bit  *t«\«. 
but  otherwise  good.  Crossing  the  plain,  by  the  side  of  the  read  on  the  left  hand,  is  a  sm  >•' 
canal  of  water  called  Khumb  (blood- water).  At  the  end  of  the  plain  the  road  makes  a  *\«.rt 
sharp  descent  into  the  dry  bed  of  a  river,  and  then  upon  mounting  the  other  side  iinuiMiat«*.v 
enters  the  Tang-i-Z&gh.  This  is  a  dithVult  place;  the  windings  of  the  defile  very  considerable . 
the  hills  on  each  side  often  nearly  perpendicular,  exhibiting  at  times  most  wonderful  coloori  _r 
and  queer  shapes.  After  getting  through  the  defiles,  the  road  bends  to  the  S.W„  a  • 
gradually  ascends  ;  highest  point  by  aneroid  26'30.  Then  gradually  descending,  it  enters  tr  r 
dry  bed  of  a  river,  and,  following  this  for  some  5  miles,  passes  the  village  of  Abmah,  about  1 
mile  to  the  left. 

For  some  way  the  road  runs  between  highish  hills,  and  no  distant  view  is  to  be  got.  T*** 
whole  of  the  latter  part  of  the  way  is  stony,  and  by  far  the  worst  going  yet  experienced,  I: 
woukl  be  dillicnlt  to  get  vehicles  through  either  pass  or  over  some  part*  of  these  riverhe'.s 
but  not  by  any  means  an  impossibility.  A  very  little  labour  would  render  the  whole  route 
quite  practicable. 


15.  Ghabah 


29 


284* 


The  hills  hereabouts  are  more  like  mud  heaj* 
than  hills.    Many  flourishing  date  topes  al«-  * 
Gbarah   has  no  proper  village  or  houses.    He 
houses  or  huts  of  date  palm  leaves  are  erected  \n 
over  the  place  under  the  date  trees,  which  are  very  numerous.    There  are  350  such  huts. 


16.  Zabat6 


291-J 


Along  a  stony  road.  Passing  about  1 1  m  J** 
from  the  end  of  the  date  trees  two  abumbarv, 
follow  a  dry  watercourse  for  some  4  mi  la*;  *t  •*• 
known  as  the  Chin-i-Tu"! ;  then  a  long  slope  fr.«i 
the  hill  on  the  right.  The  Knh-i-Znratn,  cut  up  by  watercourses,  leads  down  to  the  lit*  • 
village  of  Zuratu,  a  small  place  nestling  under  the  hill.  Excellent  camping  place,  nice  \au  •** 
of  green  turf  under  fine  date  trees,  with  a  good  spring  of  fresh  water  rush  ire*  from  t»r 
hill-side.  This  spring  continues  good  all  through  the  year.  Although  the  roal  now  i*  r.««: 
available  for  vehicles  owin<?  to  the  numerous  deep  watercourse  which  interject  it,  yet  a  lit:': 
work  would  soon  make  it  fairly  practicable. 
Zaratu  has  only  7  houses. 

Follow  the  Chin-i -Zuratu  for  2  miles,  when  the  road  drops  into  a  dry  rrmbal* 
and  then  comes  on  to  the  Bir-i-Buland.  Direction  nearly  due  H.  The  road  fairhr  vt*x 
and  broad,  but  here  and  there  somewhat  stony,  with  some  slight  gra  lienU.  At  4|  roue* 
come  to  a  small  open  plain  called  Barak.  At  7  miles  the  direction  is  W.t  and  a  small  {** 
called  Gudar-i-Sowaru,  is  crossed ;  then  in  and  out  of  some  small  hills,  and  again  into  U* 
riverbed.    Here  there  was  some  water,  and  it  is  known  as  the  Ab-i-Shirin. 
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Road  still  among  the  same  small  hills,  but  ^  working  E.  At  11  miles  enter  the  plain 
called  Sahra-i-Dardaro.  Road  now  nearly  due  W.  After  going  for  about  5  mile*  through 
this  plain,  covered  with  mimosa,  acacia,  and  wild  almond,  arrive  at  the  village  of  Sarzeh. 


17.  Sabzbh 


17 


308J 


Water  from  wells,  and  also  a  spring  from  a  hill 
close  to  but  this ;  although  sweet  and  plentiful 
in  winter,  gets  very  brackish  in  summer.  It 
appears  that  from  Gharah  there  is -another  road 

rid  Finn,  which  is  about  4  farsnkhs  (14  miles)  away  from  here  in  a  north-north-westerly 

direction.    Sarzeh  is  a  village  of  20  houses. 


IS.  Birka  (local  word 
for  tank). 


16J         325i       Crow  tne  bed  °f  *ne  Ab-i-Sharfn,  and  then 

working  nearly  due  S.  for  some  2  miles 
among  small  hills  and  broken  ground  bear  away 
to  the  S.E.  Again  cross  the  riverbed,  and 
through  a  plain  similar  to  the  Sahra-i-Pardain,  open-going,  and  only  here  and  there  stony. 
It  is  called  the  Dasht-i-M  adorn.  This  plain  .runs  parallel  to  and  at  the  back  of  the  Ganao 
hills,  which  are  immediately  behind  Bandar  Abbas.  On  the  plain,  and  near  to  the  road,  is 
an  nbumbar  with  a  few  date-palm  huts.  Camp  near  an  abumbar  close  to  the  road-side. 
There  was  not  much  water  in  the  tank.     This  is  a  high  table-land,  a  spur  of  the  Ganao  hills. 

Gradually  descending  an  even  slope,  more  or  Iprs  stony,  and  cut  up  here  and  there  by 
watercourses ;  at  last  came  to  the  usual  dry  bed  of  a  river.  Follow  this  for  something  over  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  then  out  into  a  plain,  with  Harmiidar  and  Issin  on  the  right  front. 
Jtfntance  8  miles.  Leaving  Harmudar,  immediately  drop  into  the  wide  bed  of  a  river  with 
high  sandstone  cliffs  on  each  side.  This  is  followed  for  20  minutes,  and  then  ascending  the 
cliffs  to  the  right  by  a  sharp,  short  pass  get  into  a  lot  of  curious  sandstone  hills  cut  up  in 
every  direction  into  funny  forms  and  peaks. 


19.  Bandab  AbbIs  ... 


16 


341} 


Follow  along  a  road  in  the  plateau  of  stand- 
stone,  which  is  nothing  but  a  series  of  narrow 
troughs  cut  by  the  innumerable  feet  of  donkeys, 
for  over  an   hour,  and  then  descending  quickly 
come  on  to  the  sands  which  surround  Bandar  Alias. 

For  an    account  of  Bandar  Abbas,  ride  that  heading. 

Jones  makes  it    only  217  miles.     His  stages  are  as  follows  : — 


1.   PtJL-1-FAsX 


2.  MahAxTj 


3,  Simrirris 


•  •• 

19 

19 

••# 

15 

34 

••* 

18 

52 

1 
i 

The  camp  is  in  an  op*n  desert  near  bridge 
Supplies  procurable.  Water  from  springs  and 
small  stream. 

The  country  is  open,  and  the  road  goes  along  the 
borders  of  a  salt  lake,  having  hills  on  the  right 
hand.  Water  from  springs.  There  is  a  cara- 
vansarai  here,  but  few  supplies  are  obtainable. 

The  country  in  this  stage  i«  open.  Water  is 
obtained  from  springs  and  kandtt.  The  camp  is 
in  the  open  desert.  Abounds  in  gardens  of  lime 
and  orange  trees.    A  few  supplies  obtainable. 


456 


Route  No.  frlh—concld. 
Shirdz  to  Bandar  Ahhd* — concld. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTAHOE,  IK  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &e. 


4.  Tang-i-Kabim    ... 


6.    FaSA 


»•• 


<5.  Takg-i-Dabakan... 


7.  Da  bab 


21 


18 


12 


27 


8.  Khubabad 


9 


9.  Fobo 


10.  Tashe6h 


11.  Badband 


12.  Ban  dab  Abba's.., 


27 


15 


18 


18 


73 


91 


103 


130 


139 


166 


181 


199 


217 


i«    i 


The  country  is  open,  and  the  road  pa?**?  a  t  »* 
at  a  distance    or    about   14  miles.     Wat  i 
obtained  from  a  small  stream.     The  camp 
the  open  desert.     Supplies  are  said  to  be  a.> .' 
dant  here. 


The  country  in  open,  but  some  low  pa«v»«  a! 
met  with.     Water  is  obtained  from  spring 
lanrft*.     The  c  imp  is  in  the  open  de*»  >rt.     ^ 
plies  are  plentiful  here,  and  anitnuix  for  dra*_: 
obtainable.     Fruits  tolerably  plentiful. 


The  country  is  open  and  the  road  good.    Wa 
i«  obtained   from  springs  led  thnmtrh  l\ir*' 
The  c-tmp  is  in  an  open  deseit.     Supplies  iuv 
be  procured  from  Fa>&. 


« ■» 


Tlie  country  is  open  for  the  most  part.  A  f 
ridges  with  passes  over  them,  llaml'N  •■*' 
nomad  f ami  lie*  passed  en  route.  There  are  *■  • 
springs  of  good  water  here.  The  ctmp  in  in  i-c 
opeu  desert.     Supplies  are  plentiful  hi  re. 


The  road  goes  through  an  open.  arid,  and  »t 
country.     There  is  a  kanut  here  with  fin*  *  ' 
led   from  a  spring.     The*  camp  is  in  th«*  ii 
desert.     Supplies  are  procured  from  Darab. 


The  road  is  through  an  open,  arid,  and  .«t  •■* 
country.    Water  is  obtained  from  a  small  sti-  > 
The  c:\mp  is    in   the    desert.    A   few  aupj-i..* 
obtainable. 


The  road  is  through  an  open  hut  bar*  »'  ! 
stony  country.  WatT  is  obtained  from  «jirinj- 
The  camp  is  in  the  desert  at  the  skirt  of  t.f 
hills.    Few  supplies  obtainable* 

The  country  is  open,  but  bare.  The  road  pa***  > 
gorga  near  village.  Water  from  welii  a&l 
reservoirs.    No  supplies  or  fuel. 

The  road  is  over  a  bare  open  plain* 


Jones  makes  it  only  36  miles  from  Tashkuh  to  Bandar  Abbas,  while  really  it  t* 
at  least  100  miles.     The  last  two  stages  are,  therefore,  quite  unreliable. 
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Shiraz  to  Bushahr,  bt  the  Post  Road. 
Vide  «  Tihran  to  Bushahr." 


Route  No.  326. 

Shiraz  to  Bushahe,  via  Fir<jzabad  and  the  Haft  Mulla  Pass. 
Authority. — Taylor;  Hardt. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTAYCX,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  BabI  Uiii 


20 


20 


Four  hours  S.  by  E.  Road  for  first  4  miles 
level  and  good  over  alluvial  plan ;  then  6 
miles  marshy  (in  May,  dry),  and  covered 
with  salt ;  the  next  5  miles  gravelly,  remain- 
der alluvial.  Skirt  the  city  walls,  and  continue  along  a  cultivated  alluvial  plain  in  a  south- 
easterly direction.  Pass  ruins  of  a  brick  imdmzdda  off  right.  The  plain  is  much  cut  up  by 
lines  of  kandts.  To  the  4th  mile  across  several  water-courses,  which  irrigate  the  fields  on 
either  side.  At  4J  miles  pass  small  walled  hamlet  on  left  and  mud  enclosure  used  as 
stables;  hence  cross  a  narrow  strip  of  salt  desert,  which  in  wet  weather  is  an  almost 
impassable  morass.  General  breadth  4  miles.  At  10  miles  cross  a  sluggish,  muddy 
river,  flowing  through  a  reedy  swamp.  It  has  an  old  stone  bridge,  called  the  "  Pul-i- 
Fa*a,"  with  remains  of  causeway  at  either  extremity.  Pass  ruins  of  stone  caravan  para  i  on 
left.  Here  road  diverges.  One  to  the  left  front  leads  to  Fasa  and  Bandar  Abbas ;  the 
other  to  Firuzabad,  round  foot  of  range  of  low  rocky  hills,  in  a  southerly  direction.  On 
the  side  and  top  of  first  hill,  overlooking  the  bridge,  are  the  remains  of  an  ancient  fortress. 
Cross  a  stream,  which  flows  along  right  for  some  distance,  and  at  3J  miles  pass  village  of 
IX»h  Nau  with  trees  and  gardens  off  right.  Here  a  cross  road  turns  off  to  village.  At  15 
miles  cross  stony,  undulating  ridge  from  the  range  of  high  hills  off  left.  AfW  the 
descent  road  diverges ;  that  to  left  following  nearer  to  the  base  of  hiHs  to  Babd  Hajf 
over  rocky  and  gravelly  soil.  At  16  miles  cross  stream  and  line  of  kanat,  and  pass  small 
village  of  Takun  on  right.  At  19  miles  pass  small  village  on  side  of  hills  off  left;  hence 
level  and  grassy.  There  is  no  village,  but  a  caravan sarai  on  left,  an  imdmzdda  close  by 
tinder  some  trees.  There  is  a  fine  clear  stream.  Supplies  none ;  must  be  brought  from 
Shiraz. 


2.  KawXb 


Soil  generally  alluvial. 


16 


36 


S.  by  E.  3  J  hours.  Road  level  and  good, 
except  over  the  rocky  ridge,  near  the  sarai, 
which  extends  for  about  2  miles  over  boulders 
and  bad  ground  impassable  for  wheeled  carriages. 
Soon  after  leaving  the  caravansarai  is  a  rocky  ridge  running  down 
across  the  road  from  a  low  spur  off  left.  Here  are  two  roads  :  one  to  right  front,  avoiding 
the  spar,  and,  circling  round,  crosses  a  cultivated  valley,  and  leads  direct  to  Kaw&r,  and  is 
18  miles  ;  the  other  goes  over  the  ridge  up  the  valley,  which  is  full  of  cultivation  and 
rich  pastures,  with  numerous  villages  and  encampments  of  Ily&ts.  At  6  miles  a  road  comes 
in  from  right  rear.  At  8|  miles  pass  small  villngc,  under  high  hills,  off  left.  At  10  miles 
a  roavl  leading  to  Jehrum  continues  to  left  front,  whilst  that  to  Kaw&r  turns  off  to  right. 
At  lf>§  miles  mud  ruins  on  right,  and  at  11 J  miles  small  village  of  Chag<m  on  left,  and  a 
mined  fort  on  right.  Ford  deep  canal  (banks  revetted  with  masonry),  which  flows  along 
right.  At  about  16  miles  pass  a  village,  amid  trees  off  right,  and  a  small  clear  stream 
leading  down  to  several  other  small  villages,  with  cultivation  and  trees  off  right.  Hence  a 
gentle  ascent  towards  a  range  of  high  hills,  under  which  is  situate  the  small  ruined  cara- 
vansarai of  Kawar.  Ruins  of  mill  on  right.  Ford  rapid  torrent  from  right.  A  little 
higher  up  there  is  a  bridge  over  this  torrent.  There  is  good  encamping-ground  near 
the  water,  and  some  fine  trees  about  the  caravansarai.  The  nearest  village  is  about  3 
miles  off.    Supplies  none. 


59 
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diate. 
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3.  Khajai 


19 


55 


8.E.  by  S.  4J  hours.  Road  undula^n.; 
from  the  Kawar  bridge  to  the  Tang-i-Kav »' 
Very  stony  and  difficult  in  the  pass.  From  1  r-: 
to  13th  mile  undulating,  and  nrrch  inter**  r*»  [ 
by  streams.  The  descent  of  the  Tang-i-Zanjiran  is  most  difficult  and  dangerous  *  v- r 
slippery  boulders  in  deep  water.  Frim  Zanjiran  good.  Leave  encamping-grrund  r-'.r 
caravansarai,  and  descend  gradually  over  an  alluvial  tract  of  country  much  inters.  c%  d  \r 
watercourses  and  kanats  to  the  bed  of  the  Kawiir  river,  which  is  reached  at  J  fif  a  n. *  * 
Cross  river  by  an  old  bridge  (stone  and  brick)  practicable  for  artillery  with  careful  drivirs. 
Kiver  drep,  rapid,  and  unfordable,  flowing  from  right.  Thence  short,  stocp  a>ceot  <t  r 
rr>cky  ridge,  whence  traverse  extensive  tract  of  rugged,  undulating  country  until  the  c  r  - 
mencement  of  the  pass  called  Tang-i-Kawar,  which  is  reached  at  4  miles.  Commence  axin: 
through  pass,  at  first  tolerably  open  and  level,  but  very  stony,  through  low  scattered  juosr«. 
Reach  top  of  pass  at  6* \  miles  ;  the  last  portion  of  ascent  very  rugged  and  difficult.  Tin  t  »*• 
steep  ana  rugged  descent  into  small  undulating  valley,  partially  cultivated.  The  }a**M 
practicable  for  field  artilliry  well  handled,  but  the  heights  cannot  be  crowned.  At  8  uvl  ■» 
a  r«  ad  turns  ofF  to  right  (which  is  said  to  be  practicable  for  guns),  and  avoids  the  Tanr  • 
Znnjiriin  by  making  a  detour  » f  about  4  miles,  and,  crossing  the  hills  by  a  rugged,  tin"  i.*i 
easier,  defile,  enters  the  valley  of  Khajai  towards  its  southern  end,  and  reaches  i'iriiz3nl  •■/ 
the  ruins  in  the  valley  called  Dch-i-Shah,  where  is  a  lofty  minaret  of  stones  and  oti..  r 
extensive  r<  mains  of  an  ancient  city.  Pass  ruins  of  old  stone  caravan  sunn.  At  9  nv'« 
small  fnrt  on  It  ft ;  cross  stream.  Thence  very  rugged  and  undulating  tract  if  count  n,  v  -a 
low  hills  on  both  sides.  At  13  miles  enter  a  narrow  and  difficult  defile,  called  the  Ts»  s  i- 
Zanjivan.  bttween  high,  inaccessible  neks,  with  a  torrent  rearing  down  it.  There  is  unci 
jungle  ht re.  lor  a  hug  distance  the  rond  continues  in  this  torrent  bed,  wh'cb  is  f&ll  •  i 
enormous  bouV.irs  and  u<  asses  (frock,  with  water  3  and  4  feet  in  dept  h.  '1  he  hern*  *n4 
mules  liav»»  often  to  take  a  standing  leap  over  a  piece  of  rrck  which  obstructs  the  pa***;:-. 
IM any  accidents  occur  here,  and  yet  this  is  the  road  gent  rally  taken  wm-n  going  to  Frniz.ii"t»i 
Soen  after  entfring  defile,  a  fine  water-fall  is  observed  off  right.  At  14  miles  enM-rc*  (rem 
defile  into  small  open  space,  where  stands  the  little  caravansarai  of  Zanjiran  on  lift,  «nd  a 
small  fort  on  slope  of  hills  off  right.  Thence  undulating  descent  to  sandy  and  alluvial  plan, 
having  to  1« ft  the  above  mentioned  torrent.  In  the  valley  are  several  small  villagis  an«i 
cultivation.  At  17  milis  village  of  Zanjiran,  with  trees  and  gardens  off  right.  fibre  i» 
st  ace  enough  for  a  small  foice  near  the  caravanserai,  at  mouth  of  defile,  and  ab<ra<;ane« 
of  room  oil' left,  mar  the  torrent.)  At  tlrs  point  one  road  to  left  front  It  ad*  din  r:  tn 
ririWibad.  At  19  milts  reach  the  hamlet  of  Khajai,  situated  on  the  banks  of  a  derp  and 
rapid  stnam,  which  turns  several  mills  and  waters'numerous  willow  and  plane  plantaLc-a*. 
Jones  makes  the  stage  at  Zanjiran.    Supplies  scarce. 


4.  Fib6zIb£d 


16 


71 


S.  4}  hours.  Road  good,  except  through  the 
defile  of  Firtizkiih  and  the  pass  of  Finizabid. 
The  latter  is  impracticable  for  artillery,  b-^t 
passable  for  mountain  guns  on  mule*.  Aft** 
heavy  rain,  the  torrent  in  the  pass  becomes  unfordable.  General  direction  S.  hv  E* 
Leave  encamp*  ng-ground  in  sanely  plain,  near  banks  of  river,  and  proceed  in  southrrh 
direct  ion  along  plam  to  rejoin  the  direct  road,  which  falls  in  at  2  \  miles  fivtn  Wt 
nar.  Soon  after  cress  snail  stream,  and  at  4^  miles  ford  deep  stream  from  hft, 
11 1 nee  gradual,  but  reeky,  ascent  towards  mouth  of  defile.  At  6 J  miles  pas*  #t«w# 
ru'ns  on  right ;  cross  torrent,  and  at  6  miles  enter  the  defile,  which  is  simply  a  clifi 
in  the  rock.  The  defile  is  short,  but  rugged  and  difficult,  and  opens  into  a  anil 
valley  called  Firuzktih,  with  a  little  fort  on  the  bank  of  torrent  off  right  of  the  sane 
name.  At  7  J  miles  enter  the  main  pa*s  leading  to  the  plain  of  Firuzabad.  This  pass  *  wry 
difficult  throughout.    A  rapid  torrent,  3  feet  in  depth,  occupies  the  greater  portion  of  tie 
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Route  No.  3£j— conttL 
Skirdz  to  BushaAr,  vld  Firuzdbdd  and  the  Haft  Mulla  Pans — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAXCV,  XV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


r«  'tulwar,  which  is  mncb  obstructed  by  manses  of  detached  rock   and   slippery  boulders.     Ex- 
toiiMve  stone  mine  on  summit  of  rock  overhanging  left  at  ball' an   hour  after  entering  pass  : 
and  further  ruins,  al^o  on  left,  at  one  hour  and   ten   minutes  after  entering  pass.     These  are 
iVled  respectively   Nukarakhana  of   Rustam  and  the  Fort  of  Rustam.     At  one  hour  and  20 
minutes  »t\er  entering  the  pass  may  he  seen  the  remains  of  six  figures   in  bas-relief  on  right. 
At  1 1 J  ml  «s  pin^'e  trom  pass,  and  cross  by  sinall  trunk  bridge  a  deep  canal.     Presently  the 
plain  of  Firuzibud  opens  out.  covered  with  green   pastures  and  numerous  small  villages.     At 
12J  miles  cross  low  vi.lge.  and  piss  mass  of  ancient   stone  ruin  off  right  on  right  bank  of 
t'-rront,  which  Hows  down  the  piss.     Proceed  across  grassy  plain,  pass  village  ofShilakoR' 
right,  and  g. miens  and  ruins  of  a  town  ( Dfli-i-Shah),  with   a  lofty  minaret  beyond,  about  2 
miW  ofF  same  side.     Pass  several  gardens  off  right,  and  encamp  on  western  side  of  the  town  of 
riruznb&d.      The   town     is  surrounded    by  a   mud  wall    with    towers   and  a    small  ditch, 
but   is   incipaMe   of  offering  any  resistance  to  an  army.     It  is  commanded  by  a   range  of 
low  hills  on  eastern  side.     The  town  is  small,  but  is  surrounded  by  numerous  'villages  and 
hamlets,  which  all  enjoy  the  same  general  name.     The  valley  is  fertile  and  well  watered,  and, 
b-iTig  on  an  elevated  plateau,  has  a  good  climite.     From  Firuzabdd  there   is  a  mule  track 
n>rth-west  t>  Niujuan.     Supplies  plentiful  of  every  kind. 


5.    FA  BASEBAND 


38 


109 


N.W.  10\  hours. 

Road  level  and  good  across  plain  of  Firuzabad 
for  tirst  10  miles ;  then  undulating  and  very 
rugged  over  a  succession  of  ridges  and  defiles  ; 
the  most  difficult  between  20  and  2fi  miles.  From  2Mh  to  end  of  march  road  improves, 
though  still  rocky  in  places.  Direction  t<*  the  band  at  2S  miles  \V.  by  N.  then  W. 
L*ave  encamping  ground  n«ar  garden  outside  town  of  Firuzabad,  and  proceed  along  the  valley 
in  a  direction  W.  by  N.  towards  the  minarets  and  ruins  allied  Dih-i-ShAh.  At  1  mile 
pa <?s  two  small  villages  with  trees  and  gardens  on  right  and  left.  A  road  here  leading  to 
Pa.shti  turns  off  to  left.  At  2  miles  pass  lofty  stone  minaret  on  right,  and  other  extensive 
ruins  on  both  sides.  Passing  through  rich  cultivation,  at  2J  miles  ford  deep  river  from  right. 
At  i  miles  small  village  of  Ahmedibad,  with   trees,  Ac,  on  right.     At  5  miles   three  isolated 


h»ng,   rugged  descent  with  scattered  jungle  on  both  sides.     At  10  miles  emerge  fr.tm  pa«*s,  and 
fiile 
cult 
and 
of 

another  pass  in  a  range  of  high  rocky  mountains  immediately  in  front.  At  28  miles  pass 
become*  narrower,  and  here  the  remains  of  a  massive  stone  wall,  called  the  Band-i-Far,'tsh 
fctretcb  across  the  mouth  of  pa^s.  Hence  steep  descent  into  plain  of  Farashband.  Yoad  follow- 
ing base  of  mountains  off  right.  A  few  trees  at  intervals  on  either  side.  At  2!) J  miles  cross 
deep  ravine ;  thence  circling  round  a  succession  of  rugged  spurs.  At  'XI  miles  pass  low  reeky 
hilleck  on  left,  with  ruins  of  fort  on  it.  At  'Jot  miles  trees  and  well  on  left.  At  37 J  miles 
ruins  of  minarets  on  left.  Encamp  in  plain  outside  village  of  Farashband,  situated  under  a 
rocky  spur  in  a  sandy,  barren  plain  with  a  few  palm  trees.  The  v  llage  is  surrounded  bv  a 
high  mud  wall  with  towers,  but  is  incapable  of  resistance.  Fr-m  Far-ihhhand  there  is  a  <*ood 
caravan  route  to  Naujnn.  N.  (w/c/r  Route  No.  1:*7).  Uetwccn  Pasht-i-Siah  and  FmizalwLd  the 
Kan  gun  road  falls  in,  and  is  a  better  read  for  guns.  AVater  at  2  J  miles  procurable  from  river ; 
at  10  miles  from  several  streams  ;  at  22nd  m  le  Jr-un  stream  mar  earn  van  serai  in  basin  of 
hills  ;  at  S5.j  miles  from  well ;  at  Farashband  from  wells,  plentiful,  but  slightly  brackish. 
Supplies  scarce. 
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Route  No.  328— -could. 
Shitdz  to  Bushahr,  via  Firuzdbdd  and  the  Haft  Mulla  Pass—*cohb&. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlttAJrCB,  XV  KIX.X8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description,  ftc. 


6.  B6shkan 


33 


142 


N.W.  by  N.,  8  hours.  Road  good  far  fini 
6  miles;  thence  to  12  miles  undulating  and 
difficult.  From  10  to  1 1 J  miles  impracticable  f<  r 
carriages.  The  rest  of  the  march  level,  witb 
occasional  undulations.  Soil  sandy  and  alluvial.  Leave  encamping-ground  outfit 
village  of  Fardshband,  and  proceed  across  sandy  desert  plain  towards  defile.  At  3  miU 
cross  deep,  dry  ravine.  At  6  miles  country  becomes  undulating,  and  shortly  afUr  » 
road,  practicable  for  wheeled  vehicles,  turns  oil  to  left  front,  and  rejoins  about  25th  mile.  At 
7  miles  enter  defile  in  low  hills.  At  8  miles  commence  ascent,  which  at  10  miles  becom* 
very  rocky  and  difficult.  Cross  a  brackish  stream,  and  at  11  miles  reach  top  of  pass;  tbto 
descend ;  the  first  part  rugged  among  low  rocky  hillocks.  At  15  miks  pass  small  spring 
and  stream  on  left,  and  at  lb*  miles  cross  small  stream,  all  brackish.  Then  cross  tract  of  w.Ii 
undulating  country ;  and  at  10  J  miles  a  remarkable  isolated  reck  on  right,  and  a  conical  h.ll 
on  left.  Cross  dry  bed  of  stream,  and  proceed  across  level  grassy  tract,  with  scattered  *hru'-« 
and  small  trees.  At  23  miles  cross  deep,  dry  bed  of  river,  and  shortly  afterwards  pas*  an 
right  a  remarkable  isolated,  scarped  rock.  Thence  gently  undulating  descent  along  the  f»** 
of  a  range  of  low  hills  o£E  right.  At  25  miles  a  road  c  mies  in  on  left  roar,  said  to  be  a  csr, 
track  from  Fardshband;  continue  along  the  valley.  At  27  miles  cross  deep,  dry  ravine  fn-tn 
hills  off  right ;  and  at  29  miles  an  imdmzdda  off  left.  No  more  landmarks  till  riarh'n- 
Eushkan,  which  consists  of  a  small  circular  mud  fort  on  a  high  mound  surroundrd  bv  >hi*- 
herds'  huts,  and  a  tope  of  palm  trees  about  i  mile  off.  The  fort  can  be  entered  oy  on.' 
gateway  only,  which  is  approached  by  steep  road  round  the  side  of  the  mound  on  which  th  » 
fort  is  built.  Within  it  resides  the  chief  of  the  district.  From  Btishkiin  there  is  a  nnl* 
track  south-west  to  Khawiz,  and  thence  to  Ahram  north-east,  another  to  Dehrud  north,  an<l  s 
third  to  Nauj  in  north-cast,  while  a  third  goes  south  to  Chenfr.  Water  at  10.  15,  an  J  \i 
miles  from  streams,  brackish,  but  drinkable ;  at  encampment,  from  wells  in  grove  uf  pain 
trees,  indifferent.     Supplies  none. 

N.W.  by  W.,  5}  hours.  Road  level  »d 
good  for  first  5  miles ;  then  rather  dimrul4  to 
defile  ;  thence  to  end  of  march  good.  Soil  ut 
the  most  part  sand  and  gravel.  Dirt ct ton  fur  I> 
miles  N.W.  bv  N.  Leave  encam ping-ground,  and  at  U  miles  a  road  turns  off  t" 
right  front,  leading  to  Dehrud  (about  lb"  miles  off).  At  4j  miles  a  road  over  the  monntaT* 
to  Kalimeh  vid  Haji  Salah  turns  off  to  left  front.  This  is  said  to  be  practicable  for  mu!r» 
only.  At  5  miles  cross  dry  bed  of  torrent,  and  commence  ascent  of  low  defile  with  scatt  r-i 
jungle  on  both  sides.  At  tfj  miles  reach  top;  then  long,  undulating  dexCc'nt  in  low  hr.X 
which  soon  open  out  into  two  ranges.  At  12  miles  emerge  into  small  valW.  Devcm!  '  i 
whole  length  of  valley,  and  at  13  miles  cross  small  stream.  At  14  miles  a  towrr  •  t 
brackish  stream,  which  flows  along  right.  A  large  garden  and  plantation  of  palm  tr.  -* 
also  on  right.  At  16  miles  cross  low  rocky  ridge  and  dry  bed  of  torrent,  with  i*otft*r<; 
trees  and  bushes  on  all  sides.  At  16J  miles  a  stone  ruin  on  mound  to  lift.  At  17  m  1«* 
a  dry  bed  of  torrent.  At  18  miles  short  ascent,  and  cross  rugged,  rocky  ridge  from  hO« 
off  left,  which  here  cross  the  valley.  Thence  gradual  descent  round  slopes  of  hills  on  1*  :* 
into  another  small  valley.  Encamp  in  a  date  grove  near  a  well  of  water  (slightly  brackUbk 
about  i  mile  from  a  village,  which  is  merely  a  mud  enclosure,  surrounded  by  shepherds*  bu?> 
From  Kalimeh  there  are  caravan  routes  south-east  to  Ahram,  and  south  to  Khawii:  miri*' 
mule  tracks  north  to  Oupa,  Anaristan,  and  Suk  ;  east-  north-east  to  Dehrud,  whence  a  foot f -at i. 
to  Nauj  an  and  a  mule  track  toBusbkan.  Water  at  14  miles  procurable  from  brackish  fttiv: 
in  valley  ;  at  Kalimeh,  from  wells,  brackish  and  scarce.    Supplies  none. 


7.  Kalimeh 


20 


162 


8.  Chahxota 


38 


200 


N.N.W.  and  W.S.W.,  11  hour*.  Rmi 
very  rugged*  and  difficult  until  arrival  ai 
foot  of  last  descent  into  plain  of  Bfoha&r 
The  Haft  Mulla  pass  is  practicable  for  light 
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Booth  No.  346— <oncld. 
Shiraz  to  Bu*hahr>  via  Fir&zdbdd  and  the  Haft  Mulla  P<m— ooncld. 


Stmgtror  halting  place. 


Dimvci,  zar  yilis. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  Ac 


artillery,  but  at  great  risk  to  material.  The  low  ranges  on  both  sides  can  be  crowned  almost 
the  whole  way.  From  29  to  38  miles  level,  sandy  road.  Leave  en  camping-ground  in  data 
grove,  and  proceed  along  valley  in  north-westerly  direction.  Soon  after  starting,  the  road  to 
Bushahr  vid  Ahram  turns  off  to  left  front  At  2  miles  road  crosses  dry  bed  of  torrent,  which 
farther  on  is  used  as  the  roadway  in  the  pass.  At  4k  miles  enter  a  defile  in  range  of  low 
hills.  Commence  gradual  ascent,  and  at  about  6  miles  enter  the  pass  of  the  Haft  Mulla, 
which  is  here  very  narrow,  rocky,  and  difficult.  Continue  up  the  pass  between  lofty,  precipi- 
tous, mountains,  and  at  7£  miles  cross  very  steep,  rocky  ridge.  Thence  rugged  and  undula- 
ting ascent  through  pass,  occasionally  up  the  bed  of  the  torrent;  sometimes  at  the  side  of  it. 
The  ranges  of  lower  heights  on  both  sides  can  be  crowned,  but  the  mountain  ranges  beyond, 
which  are  separated  from  the  lower  heights  by  deep  impracticable  ravines,  are  precipitous  and 
mostly  inaccessible.  At  8  miles  cross  a  steep  ridge.  Continue  irregular  rocky  ascent,  wind- 
ing along  the  dry  torrent's  bed,  and  occasionally  crossing  ravines.  At  14  miles  pass  stag- 
nant  pool  of  brackish  water  from  a  small  spring  under  high  rocks  on  right  called  Kinar-i- 
I>.irwaza.  Here  the  pass  opens  a  little,  and  the  rocks  on  both  sides  can  be  crowned.  At  15 
miles  pass  becomes  very  narrow,  between  high  cliffs  of  the  main  mountain  range,  which  can- 
not be  crowned.  At  20  miles  cross  pool  of  brackish  water,  and  ascend  steep  ridge  about  a 
mile  in  extent.  After  which  cross  deep  marshy  pool  in  bed  of  torrent  full  of  high  reeds 
and  vegetation.  Hence  to  22nd  mile  very  ruggeo,  with  two  short,  steep  ascents,  the  last  of 
which  reaches  top  of  pass  at  22nd  mile.  At  this  point  a  fine  view  of  the  plain  of  Bushahr  is 
obtained.  A  little  farther  on  three  roads  branch  off  into  the  plain  ;  that  to  right,  along 
lower  slopes  of  sand-hills,  to  Sirkerreh  (0  miles)  and  Borasiun  (10  miles).  The  centre  leads  to 
Kanizak  (2  miles).  The  left  road,  over  a  sandy  plain,  leads  to  Bushahr.  At  29  miles  pass 
small  mud  hamlet  of  Kashiin  on  right,  and  ruins  of  mud  fort  a  little  farther  on  left.  Present- 
U  scanty  cultivation,  and  at  3l)£  miles  village  of  Sehmal  on  right,  with  a  few  trees  and  wells 
of  bract ish  water.  In  summer  this  village  is  almost  deserted,  but  in  winter  nomads  dwell 
here.  From  Sehmal  there  is  a  road  south  to  Abad.  Cross  tract  of  barren,  undulating 
country,  interspersed  with  low  sandhills,  and  at  32  miles  pass  through  thick  grove  of  babul 
trees  and  brushwood,  with  a  stone  ziarat  on  mound  on  left.  At  34.  miles  ravines  in  deep 
sand,  which  extend  for  2  miles.  Encamp  near  some  wells  of  brackish  water  about  i  mile  to 
north  of  Chahkuta,  which  is  surrounded  by  a  high  mud  wall  and  towers.  It  could  make 
strong  resistance  against  musketry.  There  are  several  date  groves.  Water  after  rain  or 
snow ;  a  brackish  stream  trickles  down  the  slopes,  and  forms  pools  at  intervals.  There  is  also 
brackish  water  to  be  found  at  Nanizak,  Kashan,  and  Sehmal.  Supplies  none;  must  be  pro- 
cared;  from  Bushahr. 


9.  Bushahr  ...  25  225       Five  and  half  hours.   Leave  encamning-ground 

near  wells,  and  proceed  across  gravelly  plain  in 
south-easterly  dirt<ction.  At  If  miles  cross 
deep  ravine ;  thence  traverse  sandy  desert  plain, 
without  landmarks,  until  arrival  at  small  village 
of  Chahgadak,  consisting  of  a  small  mud 
fort  and  a  few  date  trees.  At  8  miles  leave  said  fort  to  left,  and  march  upon  north-west 
comer  of  Mashila  or  swamp,  which  extends  from  the  Bushahr  Creek  inland  for  many  miles, 
and  at  spring  tides,  or  after  heavy  rain,  is  scarcely  passable.  At  14  miles  commence  the 
crossing  of  Mashila.  The  town  of  Bushahr  now  comes  in  view.  At  17  miles  the  road  leading 
from  Ahram  comes  in  from  left  rear.  At  22  miles  the  marsh  terminates  ;  then  a  rocky  ridge 
is  crossed,  when  the  road  continues  over  undulating  plain  with  low  sandy  hills  to  Bushahr. 
Water  ailer  rain  procurable  from  bed  of  river  at  lj  miles,  slightly  brackish  ;  at  Chahgadak 
from  wells.  The  only  drinkable  water  near  Bushahr  is  brought  from  the  Bamini  well,  4 
mile*  distant.    Supplies  procurable  of  every  kind. 
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Route  No.  327. 

ShIRXz  TO   fiUSHAHR,   via    Fl£(jZABiD  AND   KHORlrfj. 

Authority. — St.  John. 


8tage  or  halting  placa. 


1.  Baba  Haji 


•at 


DirrxjrcK,  nr  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


20 


road  from  F&sa  joins  in. 
vansarai. 


Total. 


20 


Description,  Ac 


2.  Kawab      Bridge 
over     the    Kara- 

AOATCH   RlVKB. 


Across  a  level  plain  for  10  miles,  of  which  tl.e 
third    to  the  6th  mile  is    slippery  mnd  afUr 
heavy  rain.    At  10  miles  reach  the  Pnl-i-Fa*v 
a  bridge  over  the  Karabagh  river.      Here  the 
Last  10  miles  along  the  foot  of  the  hi  lis.     Baba  Haji  is  a  cara- 


16 


33       Water  good  from  river.    Forage,  grain,   and 
sheep  from  Kawar  villages.     Road  down    tl.t 
Shiraz  valley.    At  2  uiile^  a  rocky  ridge,  whirr 
can  be  avoided  by  a  detour  under  the  western 
water  passing  between  the  Persian  Gulf  and  the  interim 
drainage  basin.     Under  its  north  side,  near  Baba  Haji,  is  an  extensive  marsh.       Halt  at 
caravansarai  half  a  mile  from  river. 


hills,  is  remarkable  as  being  the 


3.  Khijai 


19 


55 


Water  good  from  river.  A  little  grain  and  a 
few  sheep  procurable.  After  half  a  mile  cro*<«  t'..» 
Kara- A  pitch  by  a  good  bridge,  when  th*ne  is  xa 
ascent  of  6  miles  to  top  of  Kawar  pass  ;  th«»rre 
there  is  a  steep  dercent  of  half  a  mile  to  the  foot  of  the  pans,  after  which  the  road  <^>*s 
south-west  down  the  rugged  slope  of  a  sort  of  bay  in  the  hills  and  enters  the  Zanjinin  d^til-, 
which  is  somewhat  less  than  a  mile  in  length  and  very  difficult,  and  then  5  miles  further  in  * 
westerly  direction  down  the  Zanjiran  valley,  where  there  are  three  or  four  large  villages. 


4.   FlRtJZABA-D 


16 


71 


Water  good  from  river.  Supplies  of  all  **>ru 
plentiful.  Road,  after  proceeding  down  Zxoy 
iran  valley,  enters  a  short  defile  presenting  k'&m 
difficulty,  and  issues  thence  into  the  little  rail*  j 
of  Fiiuzkuh,  lj  miles  across.  About  9J  miles  this  contracts  into  a  pass,  which  lasts  some  i 
miles,  and  is  in  reality  simply  a  torrent  bed.  The  path  crosses  the  river  eleven  ttm**.  T*  - 
banks  of  the  stream  are  covered  with  thick  jungle  of  willow  with  dense  undergrowth  .  f 
myrtle  and  briars.  Half-way  through  the  pass,  on  a  spur  to  the  left,  are  the  extend v 
nuns  of  Kala-i-Dukhtar,  or  Kala-i-Rustam,  a  Saracenic  fortress.  Quitting  the  paw  the  re- 
loads for  the  last  3£  miles  across  the  nlain  of  Kimzabad  between  the  hill*  on  the  left,  ani 
the  river  on  the  right.  Fimzabad,  is  a  cluster  of  villages  round  a  large  one,  in  which  * 
a  good  house  belonging  to  the  llkhani  of  Fars. 


5.  Fabashbavd 


40 


111 


Water  tolerably  good  from  wells  and  !*»*.•*. 
Supplies  of  dates,  grain,  and  sheep.  Adniir:.:'* 
grazing-gronnd.  For  10  miles  the  road  kwis 
across  the  plain  of  Firuziibad,  when  it  cttwae*  a 
range  of  bush -clad  hills  into  a  valley ;  after  crossing  and  ascending  from  which  there  «r* 
5  or  6  miles  of  rugged  ground  leading  to  a  small  valley  running  north«we*t  and  sxratb-ea*>i 
Thenc*  there  is  a  very  rocky  and  difficult  descent  into  a  large  valley.  The  road  eotitinw* 
down  this  valley  in  a  westerly  direction  for  7  miles,  and  then  7  miles  more  north- w**t 
the  plain.    Farashband  is  a  large  well-built  village  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  limestone  hiU 


6.  Busbkah 


29 


140 


Water  from  wells.  Supplies  of  data,  £**'"*- 
and  sheep ;  but  in  smalt  quantities.  After  7 
miles  the  road  leaves  the  plain  of  PaiishHanJ. 
and  2  miles  beyond  reaches  the  summit  of  a  fa*s 
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in  a  wide  broken  range,  the  highest  part  of  which  is  called  the  Kuh-Nisar.  At  the  foot  of 
this  range  it  crosses  a  valley,  keeping  not  far  from  the  left  bank  of  a  torrent-bed  flowing 
smith-west.  The  ground  throughout  rough  and  road  bad,  but  easily  made  passable  for 
wheels.  Here  and  there  (in  1871)  were  traces  of  the  road  made  bj  the  Persian  army  in 
lMoti-57.  Crossing  this  torrent  the  road  rounds  a  line  of  low  cliffs,  and  then  continues  for 
8  miles  more  down  the  Bushk&n  valley.  Bushkan  is  a  small  square  fort  on  a  hillock 
surrounded  by  8»»  or  1<)0  houses.  It  is  the  first  village  in  Dashti.  The  valley  in  which 
it  stands  is  well  grassed  and  sprinkled  with  jujube  bushes. 


7.  Kalihxh 


16 


156 


"Water  plentiful  and  tolerably  good.  Dates, 
grain,  and  sheep  in  considerable  quantities.  Kcad 
crosses  a  range,  and  enters  a  valley  between  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  Siah  Kuh  and  the  range 
just  crossed.  This  it  gradually  depcends  for  10  miles,  and  then  continues  north-west  to 
Kuliroeh.  Kalimeh  is  a  considerable  village  with  a  small  fort.  Four  roads  from  Bushahr 
through  ilaft  Mull  a,  Bahiish  or  Bawtish,  Kahwiz,  and  Sehdar  passes  respectively  meet  here, 
and  there  are  two  roads  from  Shlrnz ;  the  one  we  have  come  by,  and  another  by  Husainabad. 
It  is  thus  the  most  important  strategical  point  in  the  valley  behind  the  first  range  of  hills. 


8.  Tano-i-Skhdab... 


24 


180 


Water  variable  from  springs.  No  supplies.  At 
4  miles  road  passes  village  of  Pariah  or  Fariab, 
near  which  there  is  a  great  deal  of  swampy 
ground,  and  at  8  miles  another  called  Taleh. 
Continuing  along  the  valley,  a  Fmall  stream  from  the  west  joins  the  torrent  bed  in  its  centre 
at  the  14th  mile.  A  better  supply  of  water  exists  under  the  hills  to  the  left  a  short  while 
before  reaching  this  tributary.  Leaving  the  valley,  the  road  crosses  a  spur  from  the  right,  and 
reaches  a  torrent  bed  flowing  north  through  enormous  oleander  bushes,  where  a  Email  force 
can  halt. 


9.  LiVEH 


12 


192 


"Water  good  and  plentiful  from  rivulet ;  moder- 
ate supplies  of  grain  and  dates  ;  6heep  obtainable 
in  plenty.  Road  ascends  for  2  miles  to  the 
top  of  the  pass  called  Tang-i-£ehdar  (of  the  three 
l^tes).  From  this  waterparting,  which  is  about  3,75o'  above  the  sea,  there  is  a  long  zig- 
zag descent  to  another  torrent  bed  in  an  open  valley.  The  road  keeps  down  this  torrent  bed 
for  a  while ;  then  crosses  a  spur,  and  returns  to  it  for  2  miles  more,  when  the  valley  becomes 
confined  by  cliffs  50  feet  high,  and  the  bed  of  the  torrent  is  choked  up  by  oleanders,  bushes, 
and  blocks  of  limestone.  Amongst  these  the  road  continues  until  it  leaves  the  torrent  bed 
alxrat  l£  miles  before  reaching  Laveh.  The  road  is  actually  worse  than  that  by  the  Konar- 
takteh  and  Kamaraj  passes,  but,  unlike  them,  is  easily  improvable,  and  could  be  made  pass- 
able for  field  guns  by  a  company  of  Fappers  in  two  or  three  days.  Traces  exist  in  many  places 
of  the  road  made  by  the  Pirsian  army  in  1857  by  which  they  brought  down  guns  to  the 
plain.  Laveh  is  a  small  village  with  a  httle  fort,  and  stream  of  water  brought  from  the  hills 
in  a  masonry  channel. 


10.  Khoem6j 


13| 


206} 


Water  good ;  supplies  plentiful.  Road  ascends 
a  we  11 -grassed  valley,  and  at  3  miles  reaches  the 
waterparting ;  thence  descent  on  an  easy  slope 
along  south  face  of  hill  to  Khormuj.  A  deep 
ravine  runt  parallel  to  the  road  on  the  south,  and  beyond  it  is  a  range  of  hills  called  Kuh- 
i-Knokar.  Shallow  ravines  are  crossed  at  the  10th  and  11th  miles.  Khormuj  is  a  well-built 
village  without  mat  huts.    The  fort,  in  which  is  the  chief's  house,  is  new.    The  old  fort,  now 
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in  ruins,  is  a  little  to  the  westward.    Khormuj  is  the  chief  place  of  the  district  of   Dashts 
which  most  not  be  confounded  with  Dashtistan,  of  whioh  the  principal  village  ia  Borajan. 


11.  Aheam 


15i 


221 


Water  good  from  kan&ts.  Dates,  sheen,  arM 
flour  plentiful.  The  road,  which  is  good  throiup 
out,  runs  along  the  base  of  the  north-e^trni 
spur  of  Mount  Khormuj  (commonly  called  Kali  a 
hill  by  Europeans  at  Bushahr)  to  the  Ahram river,  which  it  crosses.  The  first  half  of  then^l 
leads  through  a  belt  of  corn  land  at  the  foot  of  the  hills.  At  4£  miles  a  small  village  calUi 
Arabi.  From  the  8th  to  the  11th  mile  are  several  sulphur  streams  flowing  into  a  marx'ij 
plain  to  the  west,  which  drains  south,  not  north  as  shown  in  maps.  Ahram  is  now  but  a 
small  place,  hardly  deserving  the  name  of  a  town.  The  chief's  house  is  in  a  small  ruin*! 
fort.  The  date  groves  to  north  and  south  are  very  extensive.  Ahram  is  about  half  a  hk> 
from  the  hills  to  the  south  (a  spur  of  the  Kormuj  mountains),  and  a  mile  or  more  from  ttnw 
to  the  north-east.  The  Tangi-Bahash,  the  pass  leading  to  Kalimeh,  commences  about  i 
miles  east  of  Ahram.  The  distance  in  a  straight  line  from  Kalimeh  to  Ah  rim  i»  not  m-n 
than  12  miles,  but  the  windings  of  the  pass  probably  make  it  17  or  18.  When  the  Ahr'*a» 
river  is  dry  or  nearly  so,  i.e.,  from  April  to  December,  this  pass  is  practicable  for  loaded  mulrc. 
but  during  the  winter  it  is  rarely  so.  Monteith  says  this  road  might  be  made  passable  ft* 
guns  without  much  labour,  but  the  Persians  have  never  attempted  to  bring  artillery  by  it. 


12.  GtJBAK 


12 


233 


Water  brackish  from  wells.  Dates,  sheen,  an  I 
flour  procurable  in  small  quantities.  Boava  afn? 
a  mile  crosses  Ahram  river  (passed  on  the  oil.  r 
road  between    Chahgadak   and    Ahmadi).  airl 


las.  Two  miles  beyond  these  hills  are  replaced  by  low  banks  of  sand  blown  up  by  t:* 
wind,  which  in  their  turn  last  to  within  half  a  mile  of  Gurak.  Gurak  is  a  small  villa??  -  ( 
60  or  60  huts,  grouped  round  a  small  masonry  building  with  an  upper  storey.  It  is  jurf  ia« 
side  the  groves  of  date-palms  which  skirt  the  Mashila.  Gurak,  though  'belonging  to  t  \i» 
chief  of  Ahram,  is  a  Tangistani  village.  The  village  now  called  Tangistani  is  about  2  n.  W 
to  the  south-east.  The  hilly  part  of  this  stage  is  impassable  for  wheels,  but  may  be  avuiuni 
by  a  ddtour  of  2  or  3  miles  to  the  north. 


13.  BUSHAHB 


15 


248 


Road  proceeds  west  across  the  Mashila,  and  aA*r 
7  miles  joins  that  from  Chahgadak  See  EUam 
Shixaz  to  Bushahr,  vid  Kazr&n. 


Jfote. Jones  makes  it  198  miles  to  Khormuj  by  exactly  the  same  road; 

thence  onward  he  gives  the  followin©;  stages : — 


GOUKI 

BXohse 
ChIhgadaz 

BUSHAHB 


••• 


••• 


••• 

8 

206 

... 

16 

222 

••• 

8 

230 

••• 

16 

246 

Water  from  wells. 

Thence  road  to  Ahram.    Water  from  wells. 


1 


See  Route  Tihran  to  Bushahr  by  Kama. 


This  route,  ».*.,  by  the  Tang-i-Sehdar,  appears  a  very  round-about  one. 
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Interme- 
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Description,  Ac. 


1.  Baba  Haji 


21 


Leaving  Bagh-i-Takht  proceed  round  eastern 
wall  of  city,  and  for  12  miles  in  the  general 
direction  154°  over  a  good  road  to  the  bridge 
of  Fasa.  Pass  a  caravansarai  and  village  of 
AH  Akbar  Khan;  1J  miles  further  on  pass  village  of  Dih-i-Nau,  distant  £  mile  west. 
Two  miles  beyond  bridge  is  village  of  Tehkan,  one  of  the  villages  of  the  district  of  Shiwa7.ar. 
Road  curves  to  lift,  following  base  of  hills,  and  for  last  2  miles  direction  alters  to  213% 
passing  through  the  almost  uninhabited  village  of  Bid-i-Zard,  and  leaving  village  of  Baiat 
on  left.  The  caravanserai  has  good  upper  rooms.  Road  was  everywhere  good,  but  parts  are 
swampy  in  rainy  season.  Met  Persian  regiment  and  one  gun  on  march.  Native  estimate 
of  distance  from  Shiriiz  to  Bsiba  Haji  bfarsakhs. 

Water  good  and  plentiful.    No  supplies  nor  good  grass. 


2.  Kawab 


pleasant  village  of  Fate 


14 


35 


Leaving  Baba  Hajf,  road  lies  for  a  couple  of 
miles  over  low  stony  range  of  hills  in  a  south- 
westerly direction.  When  hills  crossed,  enter 
the  fine  plain  of  Kawar;  about  midway  pass 
lib- id  on  right.  Caravansarai  is  situated  by  a  stream  of  water  con- 
veyed artificially  from  river.  Ha*  good  upper  rooms.  At  a  point  close  to  the  caravansarai  a 
large  aqueduct  has  masonry  divisions,  which  divide  the  general  stream  into  several  rivulets, 
which  diverge  in  different  directions  from  this  point.  The  district  of  Kawar  is  situated  in  a 
fine  plain,  through  which  the  river  here  ealled  Kawar  flows.  It  seems  to  be  called  higher 
up  Karagatch.  Principal  villas  s  are  Kawar,  Akbamlwul,  Muzuffarabad.  Rice  is  oultivated 
on  Kawiir  plain.     Road  was  stony  for  2  miles  ;  rest  good. 

Water  good  and  plentiful.    Supplies  procurable  in  small  quantities  from  neighbouring 
villages. 

3.  IbbahImabId 


19 


64 


Leaving  caravansarai  of  Kawar;  proceed  J  of 
a  mile  to  bridge  over  Kawar  river,  in  good 
repair,  and  strong.  At  3  miles  south  of 
caravanserai  enter  hill  sand  pass  of  "  Giir-i- 
Bahram  ";  ascent  winding,  gradual,  and  stony  for  2  miles,  when  greatest  elevation  is  reached, 
about  6,650'.  No  difficulty  in  riding  so  far.  Thence  descended  a  mile  to  small  plain  of 
Mook  or  Mookh,  6,000'  above  the  sea ;  village  and  gardens.  Proceed  south  about  a  mile, 
and  commence  descent  by  winding  road  leading  to  pass  called  Tang-i-Zanjiran,  which, 
though  beautiful,  is  extremely  difficult  and  dangerous  Wind  through  a  gorge,  and 
wade  along  bed  of  a  mountain  stream  with  slippery  stones.  Emerge  at  11  miles  on  to  plain 
at  Zanjiran.  Thence  good  road  on  to  Ismailihid,  and  cross  river.  Ibrahiraabad  is  8 
miles  from  pass  of  Zanjiran,  whence  general  direction  for  3  miles  257°  and  5  miles  further 
about  210°.      Butuk  of  Khajai  consists  of  five  villages  of  some  50  houses  each  ;  gardens. 

Road  only  difficult  in  4*  Tang-i-Zanjiran."  wh»re  it  beanies  impraoticu Me  for  wheels. 
Another  roacl  avoids  this  pass  and  is  better.  Persians  reckon  it  bfarsakhs.  Water  plentiful 
and  good  from  river.     Supplies  scarce. 

4   FlBtJZABAD 


14 


68 


Leaving    Ibrahimabad,   proceed    across    plain 
for  2    miles   south.     Reach  river  and  cross   it. 
Enter  pass  of  Halah  through   hills,   narrow  and 
stony  gor^e,  for  Liif  a  mile.     Cross  small  valley 
of  Sirizkun ;  and  crossing  river  again  enter  at  2   miles   further  on   the   defile  of  Tangab. 


60 
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Route  No.  328 — contd. 
Shirdz  to  Bushahry  via  Firuzaldi  and  the  Tdng-i-Bakath—wmiA. 


DlSTAJTCB,   CT  HILX8. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Intmnd- 
diatc. 


then  S.W.,  and  pass  "  Kala-i-Dukhtar,"  a  remarkable  old  hill  fort  in  rains.    Torn  S-K. 

old  bridge. 


Passage   <4 


and  N.E.  for  J  of  an  hour,   and  pass  sculptures  on  rocks  and  ruins  of  an 

Then  S.  by  E.  to  end  of  pass  cross  river,  and  emerge  into  plain  of  Firaz&bad. 

defile  occupies   1   honr  45   minutes.     From  entrance  of  pass   Firuz&bad  bears  162°  about 

6  miles.    To  right,  a  mile  below  pass,  ruins  of  Ilkhani.     Fire   temple.     Bagh-i-Xau  U  a 

new  unfinished  villa,  being  built  by  the  Ilkhani.     Water  plentiful  and  good.    Supplit* 

procurable. 


6.  Ab-i-Anjib 


••• 


20 


88 


Proc^d  W.  for  11  miles  to  hills.  At  2 
milts  pass  ruins  of  ancient  city  and  beh-i-Shahr 
on  right.  At  4  miles  cross  river  and  pass  Ah- 
medubad.  At  5  Dch-i-Barm  is  one  mile  N. 
At  8  miles  Deh-i-Nau  2  miles  S.  At  11  miles  commence  ascent,  which  is  easy ;  continue 
for  half  hour.  Greatest  height  of  pass  4,G<Ky  above  sea.  Descend  for  one  hour.  On* 
piece  is  very  steep,  but  free  from  stones.  Rest  of  pass  very  stony,  but  not  steep.  Road  ts 
winding.  The  pass  is  A\  miles.  Descent  1,200  from  top.  Clearing  pass  proceed  acn** 
barren  and  somewhat  stony  plain  of  Dashtak-i-Siah  for  4  miles  to  low  hills,  and  over  the 
latter  for  \  mile  to  rivulet.  A  few  scattered  trees  a  (lord  some  shade.  Water  good  from 
rivulet.    No  supplies  ;  no  habitations. 


6.  FabIshband       ...  16  104       Leave  Ab-i-Anjfr,  and  proceed  W.N.W.  for   1 

mile ;  turn  under  high  peak  of  hill,  and  enter 
reeky,  narrow,  difficult  gorge,  and  descend  2 
miles  southward.  Most  dangerous  ground  for 
horses.  Pass  old  ruined  house  called  Pazano.  Koad  winding  over  slippery  slabs  and 
boulders  for  o\  miles,  and  then  cross  valley  1  mile  wide.  Descended  by  road  covered  with 
loose  stones  to  plain  of  Farushband  ;  then  across  plain,  passing  well  on  left  and  a  dry  nala. 
Pass  many  graves,  probably  of  llyats.  Many  prominent  peaks  and  hills  present  themselves 
for  bearings,  and  general  direction  of  march  can  thus  be  ascertained.  Marked  difference 
observable  in  the  trees,  shrubs,  &c,  when  Faroshband  plain  is  entered.  Date,  palm,  tamarisk, 
re-anpearing.  One  mile  from  commencement  of  last  descent  observe  conical  hill  due  S. ; 
highest  peak  of  hills  of  Khairubud  273.°  A  remarkable  peak  beyond  called  "  Kuh-i-ab-i* 
Garm  "  250°.  Thence  proceed  across  plain  for  8  J  more  miles.  Directions  altering  from  W. 
4  miles  to  N.W.  3  miles,  and  finally  340°.  \\  miles  to  Farashband,  a  walled  village  in  exten- 
sive plain.  There  are  roads  hence  to  Shiraz  by  Giti  and  to  Kdzran.  Water  from  well* 
indifferent.    Supplies,  but  not  abundant. 


7.  Au-i-SHiefN 


12 


116 


Proceed  across  plain  for  4}  mile*  in  general 
direction  182°,  whence  Khairabad  hill  Peak  bears 
274.°  Enter  low  hills,  and  proceed  1  mil* 
S.E.,  J  mile  S.,  and  1  mile  8.  by  W.  across  valley 
of  "  Chahar-Tak."  Pass  a  building  with  dome,  and  reach  a  rocky  bit  of  road.  Wind 
and  descend  J  of  a  mile  of  this  bad  bit,  and  enter  valley  of  Khombak,  and  proceed  by  good 
road  on  about  4  miles.  280°,  to  stream  of  water,  where  halt.  Khairabaa  hill  now  betas 
15°  about  2  miles  distant.  This  is  the  best  road,  and  it  is  quite  easy.  No  habitations 
seen.  This  is  said  to  be  dangerous  from  robbers  who  infest  the  hills.  Water  fair.  Supplier 
none. 


8.  BfocKAjr 


••» 


21 


137 


Proceed  westerly  3  miles,  and  'cross  dry  nala ; 
$rd  mile  further  cross  stream  with  high  banks  ; 
on  W.  by  N.  jrd  mile  to  a  stream.  »rd  mil© 
W.N.W.  on  an  ascent.     At  ird  mile  farther 
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Route  No.  328 — concld. 
Shirdz  to  Bushahr  >  via  Firuzdbdd  and  the  Tdn9-i-Baha$h— concld. 


8t«ge  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAKCX,    IK  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


west  descend  for  \  mile  W.N.W.  Proceed  on  1  mile  W.  Hence  Kuh-i-Khairabad  bore 
77  ;°  Kuh-i-ab-i-Garm  177.°  Isolated,  remarkable  kill  ahead  274°  ;  3  miles  further  cross 
river  of  bad  water  ;  \  mile  on  recross  ;  1  \  miles  on  pass  precipitous  crag  before  noted  on 
right.  The  river  winds  round  its  E.  side.  Enter  Bushkan  plain.  Proceed  on  2  miles 
westerly ;  road  turns  to  N.W.,  passing  white  building  on  left  at  17  miles.  Four  miles  on 
reach  BufhkAn  by  good  road  crossing  some  nalaa.  State  of  country  here  wretched.  Fort 
and  remains  of  village  occupied  by  200  or  300  Sirbaz.  Miserable  place.  Water  fair. 
Supplies  none,  place  being  deserted. 


9.  Kalimeh 


18 


155 


Leaving  Bushkan,  proceed  4}  miles  in  general 
direction  2ii2°,  and  enter  hills  by  winding 
stony,  but  not  difficult  pass,  following  for  a  short 
distance  bed  of  a  torrent.  Roid  is  winding  for 
some  way,  and  two  rather  steep  descents  occur,  but  present  no  difficulty  to  horsemen.  Latter 
part  of  road  to  Kalimeh  plain  is  down  a  narrow  valley  in  a  north-westerly  direction.  Plain 
of  Kalimeh  extends  S.E.  and  N.W.,  widening  out  to  north.  Groves  of  date  trees.  Village 
deserted  nearly*     Water  good.    Supplies  usually  procurable. 


10.  Ahbam 


18 


173 


Through  the  defile  called  "  Tang-i-Bahash  "  a 
most  tedious,  difficult,  and  for  horses  dangerous 
ride.  Road  execrable  almost  all  the  way  ;  some- 
times along  the  bed  of  the  torrent.  Occa- 
sionally defile  becomes  very  narrow.  The  "  Haft  Mulla  Pass  "  is  easier  no  doubt.  The  road 
is  v<*ry  winding.  Water  indifferent.  The  stream  of  "  Tang-i-Bahash  "  has  for  some  miles 
good  water.    Latter  part  of  pass  impregnated  with  sulphur.    Supplies  plentiful. 


11.    BU8HAHB 


32 


205 


Shiraz  to  Firdzabftd 
Firtizabad  to  Bushahr 


Ahram  to  Gurak  and  Mfr  Abdiilla  about  16 
miles  goo  I  road.  Pass  through  low  hills  near 
(turak  ;  thence  to  Bushahr  1G  miles  good  road. 

Miles. 
...  •■•  ...     oo 

...  •••  ...      Id/ 


Total 


...  205 


For  most  part  the  Persian  farsalch  on  this  route  is  about  4  miles. 


Route  No.  329. 

Smalz  to  Busuahr,  via  Jauah  and  Kalimeh. 
Juthority.'St.  John;  Durand. 


0ta*e  or  halting  place. 


Dhtascb,  I*  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


65 


65 


Description,  Ac 


This  road  is  never  nsed  by  caravans,  but  it  is 
the  reerular  route  of  llyats ;  so  must  be  passable 
tor  loaded  mules.  Khan-i-Kabiz  is  the  second 
stage.    Waler  good  from  river.    Supplies  of  all 
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Roote  No.  329 — contd* 
Shirdz  to  Bushahr,  via  Jarah  and  Kalimeh — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAirCZ,  IH    MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


sorts   plentiful.    Jereh  is  not  a  village,   but  merely  an  encampmg-rrround  of  the  Ka  Vai 
llyats,  whose  chief  has  a  house  and  garden  here.     The  river  fl.»\».?  thr.»>gli  a  cVft  in  c  i._;'  - 
raerate  rock   so  narrow  that  one  can   easily  jump  acr. »•**   it.     It   iv  .-.  8.W.,  uti-1   ... 
with  two  other  streams  to  form  the  Da!a!:i  river.     Ai\cr  Kalimeh,  Jereh  :.;   s<rate;.;culv    '  . 
most  important  point  between  Sh'raz  and  Bu^hahr,  beings!  ::-i.>jd  at  the  Kily  p»  )  in  ik-  trr  .: 
range  that   extends  f  rom  S.   of  Kaziran   to   the   N.  oi*  FiruViijld.     it  :•»   cr.-el  on    ...« 
route  via  Kaziran  by  the  dillicult  and  easily  defensible  }  :•««  of  T-.i^-i-Tiirlii,  an  1  on  tli»  r 
via  Finizabad  by  the  pa*»s  of  that  na:ne.    Dr.rand  gives  the  following  in  it  rina  .ica  ie :  -r  li  -i^  : ..  • 
route  between  Shiraz  and  Jereh,  and  he,  it  seems,  is  the  only  European  uho  1iph  ev.r  r»-  . :     l 
on  this  part  of  the  road.     But  even  his  route  is  not  the  dinct  one,  as  he  i\l!  r,\J  the  »     : 
road  a^  iar  as  Khanah-i-Zinian  (25  miles  from  Shiraz).    Thcnc*  he  g:v.  s  the  follow-'n"  ■!■  •;. "  : 
Leave  Khanah-i-Zinian  for  Masarm  at  about  8  A.M.  Go  Hlong  a  bridle-paiii  by  Pir-i-frh  * 
Cross  Kr.ra-Agach,  and  commence  ascent  at  ona».     In  1 J  hours  (riding)   pass  a   pure  «■  i  .  •. 
and  reach  village  of  Pir-i-Shiguft  in  less  than  2  hours.     Cross  a  fairly-used  trio  v.  **iid  i*»  .  • 
a  short  cut  from  Shiraz  to  Kazhun,  and  proceed  by  abominable  tirvks  up  and   down  •»    r* 
to   Masarm.     Many  small  springs  about ;  wild  quince,  pleasant  to  the  taste,  almnlaat ;  Ao 
game  birds,  which  come  to  drink  at  the  springs.     Beach  Masarm  when  quite  dark. 


Masabm  ...  This  is   a    very   old    village    mentioned 

Istakhri  700   years  ago,  but   the   site  !«:/• 
have  been  changed  more  than  ence.     It  is  1 
in  a  scattered  manner.     Has  4  or  5  high  t<  .» 
The  Daliki  river  springs  out  of  a  ravine  close  above  AIa«arm.     Start   from  J!  a -aim  at  u 
10  a.m.    Observe  a  spring  high  up  on  a  hill  called  Ahani  to  S.E.  of  Masrnn,  Ike  m* 
from  which  join  the   Daliki.     At  11   a.m.    reach   Chinur  F&riab,   up   to   %\  liica   th?i. 
widens,  and  whence  it  is  overlooked.     Here  a  large  expanse  of   rice  cthivuion.   j^t*: 
willows,  and  poplar.     Behind  this  village  is  the  road  from  Shiraz  to  Jeivh  or  Jaia'i,  \\., 
now   enter,   ana  follow   down   left  bank  of  Daliki,  though  at  some  distance   frrm.  it.  j.' 
spurs  of  a   hill   called  Dodti.     The  road  is  bad  and  stony.     At  12-20  rtach  the  top  1 1  • 
high  spot  of  Dodn,  which  the  road  crosses. 

The  pass  is  called  Karabas  (?),  this  being  the  name  of  a  village  on  the  river  b  --low,  ir  • 
here  passes  through  a  narrow  opening  about  1,000'   below    the  roai,  call*  J  Tai ':-.-• 
(?)  or  Karabas  (?).     At  12-50  turn  in   the  road,   and,  following  this  dov.*nv.\.:d,  pa-<  ^  ■ 
spurs  of  Dodu  and  Khiraj  till  4  p.m.,  when   imdmzdda  of   Sh.'.h   Abii-1-khair   i>   r.  ;..- 
Pass  two  streams— one  about  3   P.M.,   coming  down  b<  tween    Dodu   and  Khi**\j ;  ar  I 
other  between  Khiraj  and   Salamati  at  about   3-3U.     The   latter  strrani  riv...  u*  a\    ' 
called  Buhara  (?),  and  comes  down  the  Tang-i-Zaed.     Also  pa«s  a  village  called  D.L  ml    - 
Dinawak  (Dih-i-Rau)  on  the  road  about  3  miles  short  of  Bumghun  (?),  which  latter  pLc. 
reached  by  a  sharp  climb. 


I.r 


/ 1 


i  r 
is 


BuMGHUtf  ...         •••  ...  (4'45).    Bumghun  lies  well  up  the  sl?n-*;f 

Salamati,  and  is  noticeable  iYom  the  fort  Li-*  l 
the  houses  are  of  stone.  The  rend  durinr* 
march,  through  oak  trees,  having  no  ui. '  ?• 
growth.  The  hill  of  Marvak  beautifully  wooded,  and  quite  ^rccn  up  to  \U  M-i.inui— v  :. 
unusual  in  this  part  of  Persia.  Boad  very  bad.  Leave  at  7-i»v»  a.m.  Cross  sma'1  nil  »  .' 
gots  down  ravine  near  Bumghun  to  join  the  Daliki.  Descend  the  same  abnminal A?  t  ;* 
traversed  the  day  before,  and  reach  Musghun  (?)  at  about  10  a.m.  Daliki  g*ws  iLr.  .-.:..  a 
scarped  channel  in  the  hills  a  little  way  N.W.  of  the  pass.  A  man  can  go  thi*  *  \v 
en  foot,  but  not  GAttle.  The  pass  could  thus  be  easily  turned.  Br.ad  is  more  8t»'nv  tJjn 
ben,re  on  the  Jarah  side  of  the  pass,  and  the  descent  is  steep.  Hors<*  Kd  down.  Boal  b  "  r 
than  hitherto  after  the  foot  of  the  pa*s  is  reached,  but  still  bad  and  broken.  It  follow*  'he 
beud  of  the  Daliki,  running  for  a  considerable  distance  undir  a  line  of  high  conglonhr*':* 
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Route  No.  329— confd. 
Shirdz  to  JBvsAatr,  rid  Jar  ah  ai.d  Kalimeh—coxAA. 


SUge  or  halting  pUoe. 


DlBTAXCX,  IV  KILIS. 


Intcrme- 

dbtc. 


Description,  4e. 


cliffs  called  the  Halghan  (?).  Boulders  from  those  are  *  cat!  ered  all  ov  r  th*  r»ia«l,  so  as  to  forca 
a  passerby  at  one  place  into  the  riverbed.  This  pail  of  th  » real  is  cl » c  \  in  v  I  nt  <  r,  but  there 
i^  j-aid  to  be  another  higher  up  behind  the  blufi's.  lioad  turns  sharp  Iimiii  the  \vi  Mtnnnost 
inc.*  of  the  cliffs  towards  Jarah,  which  lies  3  or  4  mil.s  to  S.W.  Pas<  two  vil^es 
surrounded  with  rice  cultivation  in  the  riverbed.  This  shows  the  rjso  of  the  water  is  seldom 
very  great.     Arrive  at  Jarah  at  20  minutes  to  7  p.m. 


Jabjlh,  or  Jbbeh 


EiwxTxr 


15  from 
Jarah. 


A  miserable  little  place  at  the  confluence  of  two 
streams — one  salt,  and  on"  fre-di.  1a  ave  Jarah  at 
ti-30  a.m.  Path  through  iii-LLs  for  about  3  miles. 
Find  a  good  road  close  to  village  LaLidih. 

From  thence  the  roal  is  excellent,  though 
stony  in  placet*.  Canter  into  llawatah.  A  pros- 
perous Village  belonging  to  a  Saiijid.  There  is 
a  good  spring  close  by. 


A  good  road  from  this   to  Kazimn  (16  miles).*     From  Jarah  onward  vid 
Kalimeh  St.  John  gives  the  following  details : — 


UususHbLd 


••« 


Dkhb6d 


*•• 


14 


26* 


39 


65  J 


Water  tolerably  good  from  kandts.  Supplies 
scanty,     lioad  good  throughout. 

A  stream  flown  «r  S.E.  crossed  at  the  7th. 
mile,  and  anotlur  smalhronc  flowing  fn  m  N.W. 
before  entering  llusun-V.ud.  The  small  walled 
vilhge  of  Hu^unibud  Iks  about  2  miles  from 
the  foot  of  the  hills. 


Water  good  from  river ;  supplies  scanty.  Road 
ascends  the  X.E.  fae»  of  the,  Bozp-ir  hill  by  a 
very  bad  part  over  rn<*\vd  rocks,  and  aftir  a 
short  descent  reach,  s  th»  Bozpar  Plateau,  which, 
it  crosses.  Thence  the  road  descends  by  a  tolerably  g>od  zi«/zig  down  a  smooth  face  of  a 
sandstone  rock.  From  the  foot  of  the  hill  the  road  continues  steadily  d<  >c  nding  over  3  or  4 
mi  les  of  rough  ground  along  a  river  bank  in  a  kind  of  bay  bit  ween  the  Bozpar  and  Nisar 
hills.  At  17  miles  the  road  bends  S  E.,  and  continually  keeps  bend**  the  river  to  Dehnid, 
which  is  situated  in  a  well-grassed  valley  sprinkled  with  bushes.  The  stream  is  the  same  as 
that  crossed  between  Bushkan  and  Farashband  on  the  route  vid  Firuzabad.  The  road 
during  this  stage  is  quite  impassable  for  guns. 


Kalimeh 


26 


91J 


At  about  4  miles  the  road  descends  from  the 
Dehnid  Valley  by  an  easy  pat1)  down  a  ran^e  of 
cliffs  which  border  the  B".»hkan  valley  to  the 
K.  Arrived  at  tlvir  foot,  the  road  continues  in 
a  south-easterly  direction  between  the  aforesaid  range  and  seme  Irgh  gypsum  hills  to  the 
W.,  to  the  10th  mile,  when  it  enters  the  Bushkan  valley.  Thenc*  it  rea>ccnds  at  a  point 
2  miles  N.  of  the  direct  road  to  Bushahr  to  a  small  plateau,  crossing  which  it  descends 
in*o  a  plain  6  or  7  miles  across.  After  traversing  this,  it  crosses  a  low  range  into  the 
Kalimch  plain.  Crossing  this  latter  for  4  miles  in  a  north-westerly  direction,  the  road 
reaches  Kalimeh. 


•  Also  called  "  Kfeian"   and  "  Ktziiin. 


»» 
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Rocte  No.  320 — concld. 
Shirdz  to  Bushahty  rid  Jar  ah  and  Ka  t  i  me  h— concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlfTAlTCS,     IK  XILX8. 


Intrane 
diaie. 


NaUIZAK 


Description,  Ac 


24 


145  J ;  Road  ascends  gently  for  6  mile*  to  the  TTaf: 
Mai  la  pass,  which  is  16  miles  in  length,  and  's 
simply  the  beds  of  two  torrents — one  flow::  j 
S.E.  to  Kalimeh,  and  the  other  N.W.  to  Nani/av. 
Except  during  rain,  it  is  always  passable,  and  with  a  little  labour  might  be  made  practical^ 
for  artillery,  though  not  so  easily  as  the  Tang-i-Sehdar  to  Khormuj.  An  easy  aesceat  for 
about  3  miles  leads  from  the  pass  to  Nanizak.  There  is  no  drinkable  water  In  the  pa-». 
Nanizak  consists  of  a  mill  and  a  few  gardens. 


ChXhqadak 


Bushahb 


19 


15 


164  J  Road  good  ;  leads  S.W.  across  plain ;  paw« 
large  villages  of  Sehmal  and  Cnih  Kuta  at 
7th  and  13th  miles,  and  crosses  Ahram  river 
at  15th. 


172| 


See  Route  Tihran  to  Btishahr,  vid  Kazran. 


Route  No.  330.* 

Sh!  RAZ  TO   BlJSHAHR,   via   JaBAH  AND  BORASJAN. 

Authority. — Pelly. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


1.  KOXMABCH  (P) 

2.  Dabiachbh 

3.  JaBAH 


4.  Pusht-i-Pai 
6.  86k  ... 


6.  BobasjIh 


7.  BtTSHAHB 


DlBTAXCI,  UT  MILKS. 


Inter-me- 
diate. 


Deacriptioo,  Ac. 


••• 
■  a. 
... 

32 
24 
16 

• 

32 
66 
72 

•  •• 

32 

104 

•  •• 

20 

124 

... 

24 

148 

•  •• 

48 

196 

From  this  place  there  is  a  mule  truck  to  Shirt t 
direct,  and  a  road  by  Nugan  to  Far&shband  and 
Firuzabad. 

The  road  goes  over  a  plain  to  Husainabad,  &i 
miles,  and  then  crosses  a  ridge. 

The  road  crosses  Murdu  Chai  by  a  bride*, 
and  passes  the  village  of  Tangaram.  Fn-m 
Tangaram  there  is  a  direct  road  to  Boras  jan  by 
Taj.  At  Suk  water  from  wells ;  thence  a  practic- 
able road  goes  bv  Tangaram,  Dchrtid  and  Boshkaa 
on  the  Firuzabnd  road. 

By  the  Gisakan  pass.  Road  afterwards  rm««e« 
Nanizak  at  16  miles.  From  Bora.«jan  thnv  are 
three  paths  to  the  Gisakan  range:  first,  fnn 
Rftdhar  to  Bagh-i-Larda  ;  second,  from  Boratjaa 
to  Bagh-i-CbAhrtid  ;  thirl,  the  route  come  by. 

To  Shif  (?),  and  thence  across  the  hay  U 
Btishahr  in  a  south-westerly  direction. 


*  Strtral  name*  doubtful  In  this  roots. 
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Route  No.  331. 

Shiraz,  to  DarXb,  via  Fasa. 
Authority. — Abbott  ;  Ouselet. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DISTA.HC1,  TS  MILE*. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  to. 


1.  Mill  ALU 


23 


23 


I  quitted  the  country  quarters  I  had  occupied 
at  Farhadabad,  and  presently  leaving  Shiraz  be- 
hind, proceeded  along  the  plain. 
From  Jafarabad,  at  the  4th  mile  from  Shiraz,  the  road  crossed  a  narrow  tract  of  salt 
karir.  And  at  the  9th  mile  we  passed  over  the  Ful-i-Fasd,  a  bridge  of  nine  small  arches  over 
a  trifling  stream,  which  flows  from  the  district  of  Karabagh,  and  falls  into  the  neighbouring 
Like.  From  thence,  in  a  direction  of  150,°  we  skirted  hills  which  here  commenced  on  our 
ri;r!it.  Whilst  to  our  left*  at  about  f  of  a  mile,  rose  another  parallel  range,  the  intermediate 
*{ac/»  being  a  salt  kavir  and  marsh.  At  the  12th  mile  we  passed  close  to  Barma-i-Shur,  a 
Lamlet  where  the  land  is  cultivated  and  is  perfc  ctly  studded  with  wells,  from  which  water 
\*  drawn  by  bullocks  for  the  irrigation  of  melon  grounds.  At  13J  miles  we  entered  a 
i..^age  through  low  hills,  a  shoot  from  the  main  range  on  our  right  extending  northwards 
aS'ut  a  mile  into  the  plain,  and  this  led  us  presently  to  the  border  of  the  salt  lake  known 
a*  the  Daria-i-Namak.  We  proceeded  along  ifs  margin  on  a  bearing  of  150°  to  a  turn  in  it, 
which  occurred  at  the  15J  mile.  Clumps  of  wild  myrtle  are  observed  in  approaching  Mahalu, 
a  village  which  we  reached  at  the  sSdrd  mile. 
Ouseley  says : — 

The  road  leaves  the  city  by  the  DarwAza-i-Sadf,  and  goes  through  a  plain  with 
several  mud  villages  to  Deh  Wazirab&d,  7  miles ;  then  on  3£  miles  to  the  Pul  i-Fasa 
(whence  the  road  to  Firiizabad) ;  it  then  crosses  a  broad  stream  to  the  Earhdarf,  Barma-i-Shur, 
12  miles  from  Shiraz,  To  the  N.  is  the  Niris  lake,  and  after  going  through  a  plain  for  12 
miles  more  Mahalu  is  reached. 

24  47    \     From  Mahalu  we  proceeded  on  a  bearing  of 

121)°,  165°,  and  165°.  At  2J  mile*  the  road  to 
Khafr  branches  off  S.E.  The  south-east- 
ern extremity  of  the  lake  runs  in  a  direction 
ff  120°,  therefore  rendering  the  north-eastern  longer  than  the  south-western  side.  We 
cnnscd  one  small  stream,  and  then  left  the  lake  behind  us.  Our  path  led  us  between  E. 
and  SE.  through  a  smooth  uncultivated  plain,  extending  in  a  direction  E.S.E. 
and  W.N.W.  At  10J  miles  is  the  rock  called  Kuh  Gurekhtah.  At  the  12th  mile  wo 
ti  ached  a  ruinous  village*  called  Khamibad. 

From    the  abuvc-nnraed  village  we  proceeded  in    a    direction   generally  a    little  S.   of 


2.  SaBVISTAN 


•  •» 


miles  from  Mahalu. 
3.  Fa*i 


«•• 


38 


85 


about  the  4th  mile  we  reached  a  country 


Our    direction    from  Burzu    was   S.E.,    and 

presently    115°    over    a   fine    carpet    of   grasa 

mixed    with    tufts    of    the    green    tragacanth 

plant,  which  covers  this,  and  of  the  plain.    At 

of  low  hills  and  ravines,  clothed  with  tufts  and 

bushes,  and  a  sprinkling  of  trees  chiefly  of  the  bennek. 

At  the  Cth  mile  we  passed  two  unoccupied  watch-towers,  and  from  thence  our  direction 
varied  between  80°  and  125°  by  rises  and  tails,  after  which  we  commenced  an  easy  but  long 
do-cent  over  stony  ground,  generally  in  a  direction  S.E. ;  the  country  and  mountains  on 
loth  sides  lightly  clothed  as  before.  At  about  the  12th  mile  we  alighted  near  the  ruins  of  a 
caravanserai  at  a  atxeam  of  water.  We  continued  the  descent  on  a  bearing  of  1 15°  and  110°, 
and  at  the  14th  mile  105°.  We  passed  many  flocks  belonging  to  the  Baharlu  tribe.  We 
pax*e<l  two  other  ruined  caravanserais,  proceeding  first  by  a  gradual  ascent  in  a  direction 
S.E.  for  a  few  miles,  and  then  by  an  easy  descent  by  a  rough  road  still  on  the  same 
general  bearing ;  and  as  we  neared  the  plain  of  Fasa,  meeting  more  flocks,  followed  by 
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Route  No.  331 — contd. 
Shirdz  to  Dardb,  vid  Fasd — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAVCX,  IW  MILK*. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac 


divisions  of  the  Baharlu  tribe,  migrating  to  higher  ground.  Their  hearts  of  burthen  as- 
sisted almost  entirely  of  asses.  On  getting  fairly  into  the  plain  of  Fasa,  we  proceeded  ra  * 
bearing  of  110°.  We  reached  Fasa  after  performing  what  is  called  11  farsakhs,  but  which  I 
think  does  not  exceed  9  farsakhs,  or  31%  miles. 

Ouseley  makes  an  intermediate  stage  of  23  miles  at  Dih-i-Tang-i-Rarara.  He  make*  th# 
total  distance  to  Fasa  only  33  miles,  and  mentions  the  deep  bed  of  a  river  generally  dry  at 
the  oth  mile. 


4.  Shah  Dih 


21 


106 


We  proceeded  at  once  towards  the  Kala  Zuhik, 
situated  at  2  miles  S.  of  Fasa. 

From  the  mound  our  path  led  for  about  1  n.".V 
in  a  direction  S.E.  when  it  altered  to  ll'V 
for  \  a  mile,  and  we  then  pass  Dih  Da«tah,  situated  close  by  to  our  right.  Thence  for  3  j  mi1-  f 
the  road  goes  S.E.  to  Sudabad,  and  J  a  mile  beyond  to  Muhammadab&d,  two  village*,  the 
latter  of  which  is  situated  on  the  southern  side  of  the  plain.  Between  the  two  villas  is 
the  bed  of  a  stream,  then  dry,  the  direction  of  which  is  from  N.W.  to  S.E. 

Thence  1}  mile  E.  to  Ghaiyasabod  ;  then  2 J  miles  E.  to  the  large  villasre  fort  of  Xc- 
bandagan,  parsing  through  which  we  proceeded  3}  miles  on  a  bearing  of  75°  to  village  «<£ 
Ghiliiin ;  then  1  mile  further  to  foot  of  hills,  through  which  we  passed  on  a  bearing  vi 
60°  \  mile. 

Thence  £  a  mile  on  a  bearing  of  4o°  amongst  hills.  Crossed  little  stream  flowing  R.1T 
Then  1  mile  60°  and  50°  to  small  village  fort  of  Murdi.  After  which  bv  gentle  desert 
35°  i  a  mile,  50°  £  a  mile,  and  60°  £  a  mile  into  a  valley.  1J  miles  90°  and  «/.  Or* 
mile  65°  and  70°,  the  valley  expanding  into  a  plain.    Then  2  miles  in  general  direction  €w  :«■ 


the  village  Shash  Dih. 


5.  DxeIb 


••» 


35 


141 


We  proceeded  on  a  bearing  of  145°  for  1; 
miles,  passing  the  site  of  a  town,  the  only  remax* 
of  which  consisted  of  the  foundations  ef  nail* 
and  stones  strewn  plentifully  over  it.  We  ti  m 
made  fths  of  a  mile  in  a  direction  of  140°  to  the  small  village  fort  of  Darakd.  l*a«  >c? 
Daraku,  we  proceeded  J  of  a  mile  on  a  bearing  of  130°,  when  the  plain  terminated  in  an 
uneven  valley,  in  which  the  benneh  tree,  then  in  leaf,  abounds.  We  made  J  of  a  mile  in  a 
direction  of  100°;  then  J  a  mile  by  a  very  difficult  road,  and  through  a  narrow  defile  in  a 
direction  betwem  E.  and  N.E.,  occasionally  by  short  abrupt  turns,  after  which  *p 
ascended  the  hillside  on  to  a  better  road  leading  J  a  mile  between  E.  and  S.E.,  *hirh 
brought  us  in  sight  of  the  plain  of  Darnb.  Thence  occurred  a  short,  but  difficult  and  diner- 
oin,  descent :  then  J  mile  260°,  and  varying  from  160°  to  90°,  £  a  mile,  by  an  infi:.»  * 
road,  where  fossil  shells  and  impressions  of  the  same  are  found.  Then  \  a  mile  frr«ni  1-  »8 
to  110°,  which  brought  us  fairly  into  the  plain  ;  1J  miles,  110°,  near  high  and  bold  mountain* 
to  our  left.  The  plain  extends  nearly  E.  and  W.,  and  on  its  northern  side  is  extren  ? 
stony,  and  abounds  with  the  kunar  tree  and  gum-tragacanth  plant.  The  southern  *■".«• 
appears  to  le  destitute  of  trees.  Proceeding  1  mile  on  a  bearing  of  85°,  J  a  mile  lii5\  an  ! 
\  a  irile  (.M>°,  we  came  to  more  remains  of  stone  buildings  covering  a  considerable  srace.  lot 
or.lv  the  foundations  remain.  A  good  deal  of  fine  turf  grows  in  this  part,  and  a  Unh  »  *J 
an  aromatic  leaf,  ai.d  resembling  that  of  the  pepper  tree.     Two  mile*  further  were  mad? 


marking  the  sites  of  former  towns.  Here  mountains  project  into  the  plain  from  the  X- 
and  oi.e  of  rock-salt  is  conspicuous  from  its  variety  of  colouring.  At  the  foot  of  this  n>r.^5- 
tain  issues  a  diminutive  spring  of  water,  which  leaves  along  its  course  a  beautiful  incnifrUtca 
of  salt. 
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Route  No.  331 — concld. 

Shirdz  to  Dardb,  vid  Fasd — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlCTAJrCI,  XV  KILXS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description.  4c. 


Three-fourths  of  a  mile  further,  on  a  bearing  of  110°,  brought  us  to  a  small  stream.  20 
paces  wide,  flowing  8.  and  immediately  afterwards  to  a  second.  One  or  two  villages, 
with  tall  palm  trees,  were  observed,  after  which  our  course  led  through  low  jungle  of  prickly. 
bushes.  We  made  3  miles  further  on  the  above  bearings ;  then  K.  for  4  or  5  miles,  passing 
in  thia  space  low  hills,  projecting  into  the  plain,  when,  long  after  nightfall,  we  reached  some 
hovels.  Again  we  proceeded  for  about  a  mile,  and  reached  the  outskirts  of  Dar&b — that  is, 
it«  palm  groves,  through  which  we  passed  for  another  mile  or  more,  much  wearied  with  the 
length  of  the  journey  and  heat  of  the  weather. 

From    Fasa,  Ouspley  makes  it  69  miles,  i.e.,   13  miles  more  than   Abbott. 
His  stages  also  differ  from  those  given  above  as  follows : — 


Zahxdav 


17 


98 


goes. 


KUASVMU 


35 


133 


S.S.E.  The  road  goes  by  a  garden  called 
Rahmatabad  ;  thence  it  goes  S.S.E.  and  at  2 
mileH  crosses  a  broad  deep  ditch,  enclosing  a  piece 
of  land  1  mile  square,  through  which  the  road 
At  5  miles  pass  village  of  Sahrarud.  At  8  miles  Muhammadahad,  and  soon  after  the 
KtSh-i-Nakara.  At  11  miles  the  road  goes  between  two  steep  and  rocky  mountains,  crossing 
the  dry  bed  of  a  river.  Thence  it  goes  over  an  extensive  plain  very  highly  cultivated  in 
some  parts. 

S.E.  and  E.  12  hours.  The  road  is  rough 
and  bad  over  a  flat  barren  plain,  and  among 
rugged  stony  hills,  in  many  places  so  nar- 
row as  scarcely  to  admit  a  loaded  mule.  No 
river  or  water  is  met  with,  except  one  well  of  bad  water.  At  8  miles  the  road  to  Jahhim 
goes  S.E.  For  3  miles  the  road  goes  through  several  fine  fields' of  corn,  and  3 \  miles 
cm*«e*  the  deep  channel  of  a  considerable  river  generally  dry.  At  4  miles  is  the  village  of 
Miandih  ;  at  6  miles  Nasmbad.  It  then  enters  the  vast  plain  of  Karapaigun.  At  12 
or  13  miles  a  cemetery  of  the  nomads  is  passed,  and  a  little  beyond  it  crosses  another  dry 
bed  of  a  river,  and  at  20  miles  a  third,  very  deep,  but  without  water.  At  26  miles  is 
Cb&h-i-Kuch  ;  then  along  a  desert;  and,  lastly,  through  a  hilly  country  to  Khasueh. 


DamIb 


17 


150 


N.E.  At  li  miles  pasB  Kuh-i-Mumiai, 
whence  bitumen  is  procured.  At  4  miles  pass 
over  a  steep  hill  by  a  very  bad  road,  and  dew-end 
on  the  other  side  into  the  Sahra-i-Bazdan.  Near 
the  village  of  Bazdan  cross  a  stream,  which  in  winter  must  be  considerable,  by  a  bridge  of 
stone,  and  then  enter  tho  Sahra-i- Darab.  At  11  miles  pass  village  Juzjan,  and  at  14  miles 
the  Kala-i-Nau  Darab ;  thence  Darab  is  3  miles. 


Jufiorilj.—'PEHY. 


Route  No.  332. 

SHIEAZ  TO   HiXDIAN. 


DlSTAHCS,  11T  MRU. 

Description,  Ac. 

Stags  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total 

Kai  SAaTMT 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

On  road  Shiraz  to  Bushahr. 

61 


474 

Rout*  No.  332«-«0»/J. 
Shirdz  to  Hiudid*— -contd. 


8U*re  or  halting  j>lice. 


N6bab£d 


ruins.    Following  the 


DtfTUTCI, 

XV  MUM. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

36 

••• 

Description,  Ac. 


Road  branches  off  from  the  main  road  to 
Bushahr,  a  short  distance  beyond  the  Taag-i 
Turku,  and  crosses  the  Shahpor  river  near  tout 
left  bank  of  this  river,  which  flows  in  a  valley  for  4  miles,  it  era** 
over  to  the  right  bank,  and  continues  along  that  for  8  miles  more.  It  then  leaves  the 
valley,  and  passes  over  a  stony  plain  for  10  miles  in  a  northerly  direction  between  nckr 
mountains  4  miles  apart.  Some  rocky  heights,  extending  about  %  miles,  are  then  crossed, 
and  the  road  enters  a  valley  running  E.N.E.  Beyond  this  it  runs  over  a  very  fruitful 
plain  for  10  miles  N.  Shortly  before  reaching  Nurabad,  the  road  crosses  that  from  Shiris 
to  the  Ghab  country  and  Khuzistan.  The  valley  the  road  goes  through  is  called  the 
Tang-i-Chakun. 


Kala  SufId 
Tbleouh  Rina    ... 

KALA-ALI-SHf  B 

Khajt. 
Basht 
Ta»g-i-N1mk 


Doo6mbal£n 

Ghieh 

DaulatIbad 


•  •• 


•  •* 


SiAfl  PobhIn 
Zait6n 
Camp 
Hindian 


••• 


6 

...      1 

•  •  • 

••• 

20 

• .. 

.  ■• 

••• 

16 

••• 
... 

16 
12 

••• 

•  a. 

22 

•  •• 

•  •• 

This  is  near  Sar-4b-i-8i4h,  and  the  mouth  d 
the  defile  Tang-i-Shir. 

A  defile.  The  road  is  not  practicable  for  gun** 
which  would  have  to  go  round  by  a  mountain  to 
the  north. 

Over  a  plain. 

Over  a  plain. 

Cross  the  Ghieh  pass.  The  road  is  difficult 
but  fairly  practicable  for  guns,  and,  it  if  eai<i.  * 
little  labour  could  make  it  perfectly  so.  Debit- 
han  is  close  to  this. 


Cross  some  low  mountains  by  a  sandy  road. 


ShibIz  to  Isfahan,  vid  the  Post  Road. 
Fide  "  Bushahr  to  Tihran." 


Route  No.  333. 

Shiraz  to  Isfahan,  vid  Eklib. 


Authority. — Ousslst 


Stiffs  or  halting  plaos. 


1.  Zabg^ic 


••• 


Dtttixoi,  xv  XXIBS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Dsssfipttoa*  ac 


18 


18 


Tide  Bout*  No,  386,  Bushahr  to  Tihrin. 


^■c 
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Route  No.  333— contd. 
Shirdz  to  Isfahan,  via  EMid—contd. 


DiSTASCI, 

n  MIL**. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Description,  Ac. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

2.  Takht-i-Jam- 

16 

34 

1 

SHID. 

3.  SlVAND 

17 

61 

)■  Vide  Route  No.  385,  Bashahr  to  Tihrfn. 

4.  Kamin 

17 

68 

6.  Mashad-i-M  u  b  - 

18 

8G 

J 

GHAB. 

6.  Ghazian 

20 

106 

The  road  is  extremely  bad,  crossing  three  moon- 
tain  passes.    At  12  miles  the  river  of  Beni 
Arus  is  crossed.     (Query  river  Polwar.) 

7.  Dalunasb 

15 

121 

S.  EklId 

28 

149 

9.  Abadbh 

18 

167 

'X 

10.  Shflgistax 

21 

188 

• 

11.   Aldf.VABAD 

33 

221 

12.   KtfMISHAH 

26 

247 

[  Tide  Route  No.  385,  Bushahr  to  Tihr&n. 

1:).  Maiyab 

18 

265 

14.  Ma  bo  or  Mbbbis. 

17 

282 

15.  Isfahan 

10 

292 

«< 

Anthcrity. — Webb. 


Route  No.  334. 

Shtraz  to  Isfahan,  vid  TarghXn. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlflTAVCK,  I1C  WILTS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  ZABGtJfN 

2.  Fatbhabad. 

3.  MatIn 


*  •• 

18 

•  ■• 

•  •» 

16 

... 

••• 

21 

55 

] 


Jute  Route  No.  385,  Bushahr  to  Tihraa. 


At  G  miles  pass  a  village  on  right.  At  7  or  8 
miles  another,  through  which  the  road  goes ; 
I  mile  further  pass  mountain  of  Ishtakhi.  At 
14  miles  pass  river  Bandamir.    The  road  then 

goes  near  a  mountain  on  the  right  for  51  to  6  miles.    At  23  miles  cross  a  rivulet.    Except 

near  IstakLi,  the  road  is  good. 


4.  Asjas 


... 


16 


71 


The  road  goes  for  7  miles  through  a  defile 
hounded  by  high  mountains ;  then  cross  a 
rivulet.  At  8  miles  pass  through  village  of 
imamzdda  Ishmail.  At  9  miles  ascend  and 
descend  a  range ;  then  over  a  plain  with  mountains  on  both  sides.  The  road  for  the  first 
part  is  rather  rugged  and  stony,  as  well  as  that  over  the  mountain ;  the  rest  tolerably  good. 
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Route  No.  854 — eon  id. 
Shirdz  to  Isfahan,  via  Targhdn — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DltTABXB,   I*  MIU8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


DeacriptioD.  Ac 


6.  A8PAS 


6.  KlltJBM-I-ZABD 


a. 

15 

86 

•  •• 

18 

104 

The  road  is  very  good  through  a  fine  Taller, 
10  miles  broad,  the  hills  on  the  right  being  frwn 
li  to  2  miles  from  the  road. 


The  road  on  leaving  immediately  crojtae*  a 
range  of  mountains,  and  is  Tery  good,  in  distance 
about  4  mile.  It  then  winds  along  the  foot  of 
low  hills  fur  14  miles  to  a  rivulet,  which  run* 
towards  the  plain,  which  it  crosses.  It  then  goes  through  a  plain  with  hills  on  both  sid<r«» 
|  mile  distant.  The  remainder  of  the  road  then  runs  through  one  side  of  a  valley,  the  moan- 
tains  on  the  left  being  about  1  to  2  furlongs  distant ;  those  on  the  right  2  to  3  miles. 


7.  ShamibXn 


18 


122 


The  road   goes  on  through  the  same  vall-v 

At  5  miles  pass  a  bridge  over  a  stream,  which 

the  road  then  follows  tor  5  to  6  miles,  when    it 

crosses  the  stream.    The  road  is  very  good    til! 

within  2  or  3  miles  of  the  stage,  where  it  is  stony. 


8.   KlSHLAK 


19 


141 


The  road  goes  for  5  miles  through  the  same 
valley,  the  hills  on  the  right  coming  neaT  tl* 
road.  At  6  miles  pass  a  village  on  right.  The 
hills  on  the  right  are  here  3  to  4  miles  distant » 
those  on  the  left  2  miles.  At  61  cross  a  small  rivulet ;  at  13  miles  another,  which  run* 
through  a  ravine  ;  and  at  141  cross  a  third  ravine,  on  which  is  a  fort  and  village,  and  conti- 
nue along  its  banks. 


9.  Isfabjaj* 


32 


173 


The  road  for  13  miles  leads  through  the 
ravine  with  a  rivulet  running  through  it ;  th<  n 
for  1  mile  over  low  hills,  and  for  14  more  or»r 
a  plain,  at  the  end  of  which  cross  a  rivult  t 
(the  hills  on  left  about  1  mile  distant).  At  2  miles  more  hills  on  both  sides ;  those  on  lef: 
near  the  road ;  those  on  right  i  mile  distant.  Just  before  reaching  the  stage,  cross  a  ravin*. 
The  road  on  this  stage  is  throughout  tolerably  good. 


10.  Tabghas 


••• 


24 


197 


At  10  miles  from  Isf arj&n  cross  a  rivulet,  and 
pass  a  ruined  village.  At  20  cross  another 
rivulet,  and  at  21i  a  third.  The  mountains  oa 
the  left  so  far  vary  from  li  to  3  furlongs  from 

the  road.    At  22  milesihills  on  both  sides ;  at  231  the  country  opens  into  a  plain.    The  road 

is  generally  over  uneven  and  stony  ground. 


11.   TALKtJH 


•  •I 


19 


216 


village  on  the  right  (hills  on  the  right  abou 
at  12  miles  pass  another  village  on  left. 

12.  KtfmsH^H        ...  1"  233 


The  road  is,  on  the  whole,  tolerably  good,  fat 
here  and  tin  re  the  ground  is  uneven.  For  5 
miles  is  across  a  plain  ;  it  then  enters  a  ravine, 
whence  into  another  plain.  At  10  miles  pa«s  a 
li  miles  ;  those  on  the  left  from  9  to  10  mile*) ; 


The  first  pnrt  of  the  road  is  good,  with  morn- 
tains  <n  the  uV'ht.  At  6  miles  crms  a  mV:l 
eminence  (hill*  on  right  alnmt  8  or  t>  c.Jrs 
distant) ;  th<>n  through  a  fine  plain  for  2  m\V+ ; 
then  pass  a  village  and  about  1  mile  further  on  cross  a  small  rivulet,  and  i  mile  a  larger 
one  (hills  on. left  distant  2  miles).  At  li  miles  from  second  stream  the  road  spproachr*  a 
range  on  the  right,  those  on  the  left  being  about  3  or  4  miles. 
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Routb  No.  33i  -conc/d 
8hirdz  to  I*fahdny  via  Targhdn — concld. 


DlSTAHCB, 

iir  MILIS. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 

13.  Maiyab 

18 

251 

♦ 

14.  Mabg                ... 

17 

2G8 

15.  Isfahan 

10 

278 

Route  No.  335. 

Shiraz  to  KhabIs,  vid  Saidabad  and  Karman. 
Auth  orify. — Lovett. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DisTAjroa.  nr  xrua. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  4c. 


1.    DODEH 


34 


34 


A  village  of  200  houses.     Water  from  springs. 

Proceed  to    Sadia  through    Tang-i-Turkin   to 

Karawal    Khanah ;     road    to    Bideh ;      valley 

of  Khushk   Mulla.     Pass   villages  of  Khushk 

Mnlla    and   Darien.    Small   serai  at  Dodeh.    First  part  of  road  stony. 


2.  Kbbambh 


19 


63 


Five    hundred    houses.      Water  from  springs. 
Pass  Yazdi-Khast  on  the  right ;  Khairabad  and 
other  villages  in  Kulwar  plain  to  left.     Pass 
stream   after    8  miles;   road  good.    Sijilabad, 
large  village,  2  miles  to  north.    Gardens,  fruit,  &c.,  abundant. 


3.  Khax-i-Kift 


21 


74  |    No  houses.    Water  from  handt.    No  fodder 
procurable ; 

Pass  Chinar  and  Halalabad,  old  rnin  to  right. 
Round  headlands  over  bridge  calbd  Pul-i-Talkh. 
Jnngl*  at  KhAn-i-Kift  tower ;  ruins  of  serai.  Boad  good  all  the  way.  No  water  after 
Halalabad. 


4.  KhIb 


5.  Nttfs 


6.  Katr* 


23 


97 


35 


39 


132 


171 


Two  hundred  houses.  Water  from  streams. 
Road  good  along  shores  of  salt  lake.  Pass 
spring  of  hot  water.    Pass  Khalukabad. 

Large  town,  3,500  houses,  with  an  ancient 
mas j id.  Water  from  kanats.  Supplies  of  all 
kinds.  Pass  villages  of  Nafargan  and  Mahamad- 
abad.    No  water  after  latter  till  fiurj  Hajiabad. 

Forty  houses.  Water  from  kartdts.  Road 
good  to  pass.  Water  procurable  half  way  near 
tower  Deshan.    Two  forts  with  wind  towers. 


478 


Rotjtb  No.  385 — con  Id. 
Shirdz  to  Khabis,  via  Saiddbdd  and  Karmdn  — eontd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAIfCK,  IV  MILBS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  4c. 


7.  BeshnX 


8.  Dabht 


9.  KhaibIbId 


10.  SaidAbId 


22 


20 


23 


20 


193 


213 


236 


256 


Thirty  houses.  Water  from  stream  and  wells. 
Road  over  kavir ;  then  along  the  bank  of  a 
stream  amidst  tamarisk  boshes.  Beahni  hat 
a  four- towered  fort  and  a  garden. 

Thirty  huts.  Water  from  well.  No  foddet. 
Road  winds  between  low  hills,  stony  but  fair. 
No  accommodation  at  Dasht.  Well  water 
brackish. 

Small  village  with  a  fort  containing  only  six 
families.  Water  from  lean  at.  Road  goes  ot.t 
pass ;  then  along  a  plain  at  the  foot  of  Tan?- 
chal  hills,  and  along  the  shore  of  salt  lake. 
Cultivation  near  village. 


Saidahad,  a  large  town  of  400  house*,  toe  chi'f 
town   of  district,    with    bazars,   hamama,   jfcr. 
Water    from    kandt.     Road    across  salt    lake, 
passable  after  rain,  salt  being  very  hard.    Pass 
TarabacL     Land  extensively  cultivated.    Numerous  villages. 


11.  SaadatIbXd 


12.  Khan-i-Subkh... 


13.  MashIsh* 


14.  Baohin 


16 

272 

25 

297 

27 

324 

23 

347 

Village  of  150  houses.  One  large  house  avail- 
able for  accommodation.  Water  from  kandt. 
Road  over  a  cultivated  plain. 

Only  a  serai  here.  Water  from  stream.  Xo 
provisions.  Road  shortlv  winds  along  the  bi-d 
of  river ;  bad  accent,  and  cross  Kiih-i-Parir,  and 
descend  to  solitary  caravansarai. 

Proceed  along  riverbed  13. ;  then  N.  to 
ruined  fort.  Proceed  easterly,  descending  to 
Mashish  ;  several  villages  about. 


Village  of  120  houses  with  a  serai.    Water 
from    the   river    Charuk.      The     mad    paMt* 
through  hills  of  some  little  elevation  orer  two 
passes;    the    second,    called    (judar-i-Dukhtar. 
Pass  sarai  of  Khan-i-Kiih ;  water ;  then  across  valley  to  Baghin. 


15.  KabmIw 


16.  Taxoi  NIm 


23 


29 


870  |  Karman  is  the  capital  city  of  the  province, 
and  the  seat  of  Government.  Water  fr»»ra 
kandtt.  Road  over  plain  in  a  NJE.  direc- 
tion.   Pass  the  Huaaim  sarai 


399 


Water  from  wells.  Road  lies  through  wid* 
pass  past  Soadia  pass.  "  Godgiz  "  valley  terns 
to  E.,  and  contains  several  village.  Largs 
trees,  water,  and  pasturage. 


»lBtUcriitaalti»staf»bstwssnB«to4^^ 
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Routs  No.  335 — eoneld. 
Shirdz  to  Khdbity  via  Saiddbdd  and  Karmdn—concld. 


DlBYXJTCB,  XV  KXX.B8. 

Stage  or  halting?  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac, 

17.  Fiizihiv 

18.  KhIbis 

32 
13 

431 

444 

Only  six  houses.    Provisions  precarious.    Road 
along  the  river  Khabis  to  foot  of  kotal.    The 
lcotal  is  difficult,  so  it  is  better  to  halt  here  and 
gojon  to  Khabis  next  day. 

Descent  of  pass  easy  after  crossing  the  total. 
Road  good  to  Khabis.     Water  from  a  stream. 

Route  No.  336. 

ShirXz  to  Kuh-i-Dinah  and  back  again. 
Authority. — Duband. 


Stag*  or  baiting  place. 


Diravcs,  nr  mxlu. 


Inteme- 
diate 


1.  8haikhXrXd 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac. 


Two  hours  ride  to  Bajg&h,  situated  under  the 
spurs  of  Kuh  Bamu,  on  the  Po*t  road  to  Isfahan. 
Leaving  Bajg&h,  traverse  about  1}  miles  of 
plain,  and  reach  the  range  bounding  the  plain 
of  Shaikhabad  on  the  S.  Cross  this  by  a  tolerable  riding  road  that  turns  N.W. ;  descends 
the  hills,  and  then  turning  W.,  leads  along  the  foot  of  the  chain  to  the  village  of  Shaikhabad 
in  the  plain  of  Bizah  (or  Baizah),  usually  called  Baluk-i-Bizah.  Plenty  of  apricots  and 
apples  at  Shaikhabad.  It  has  a  hammam,  and  plenty  of  pure  water  supplied  from  the  hills 
by  natural  underground  channels. 

A  road  leads  straight  from  here  to  Kam  (or  Kum)  Ffrui  to  left. 

3.  Chamb<JBAk£        ...  Three  and  a  half  miles  from  Shaikhabad,  reach 

Piil-i-Gurg.  Causeway  and  bridge  must  occupy  a 
length  of  trom  600  to  700  yards,  and  are  very 
stronglv  built  to  resist  winter  floods,  at  which 
time  of  the  year  it  is  said  to  be  difficult  to  cross  this  valley.  The  fact  of  there  being  abridge,  Ac., 
teems  to  prove  that  the  communication  is  uninterrupted.  The  road  lies  straignt  across  the 
valley  to  Kamar-izhak  (P).  Falmar  3  or  4  miles  further.  There  is  much  water  about  here. 
Rounding  base  of  hill  of  Aiyub  reach  Chamburakf.  Large  crops  of  corn  here  This  place  is 
called  Aiyub  in  St.  John's  map ;  but  the  latter  name  is  said  to  be,  more  properly,  only  applied 
to  the  well  and  groves  of  the  prophet  lying  on  the  hill-side  a  short  mile  to  S.  Chamburakf 
is  well  supplied  with  water.    The  village  is  in  fair  order. 


3.  MaxtI* 


••• 


25 


Leave  Chambtirakf  at  first  in  E.  direction  for 
about  3  miles.  Reach  bridge  over  the  Kur  or 
Band  i-Amir ;  here  a  very  fair  stream.  Then  turn 
due  W.  Road  lies  along  the  base  of  bare  cliffs, 
till  the  range  they  belong  to  is  turned  on  entering  the  small  side  valley  of  Maiyan.  This 
turning  of  the  range  must  occur  at  about  15  miles  from  Aiyub  by  the  road,  but  there  is  a 
shorter  out,  a  bridle  path,  a  little  more  direct  to  about  the  place  where  the  stream  from 


480 


Route  No.  386 — eonld. 
Shirdz  to  Kuh-i-Dinah  and  back  again — eontd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Die* irci,  nr  vilbs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  fte. 


Mai  van,  which  joins  the  Kur,  turns  the  hill.  After  passing  the  head  of  the  range,  come  to 
confluent  of  the  Kur  coming  down  from  Maivan  ;  foi-ding  it,  turn  into  Maiyan  valley,  soon 
reaching  that  place.  A  fine  grove  of  walnut  trees  here,  very  hot,  as  mountain  ranges  surround 
it.  Swarms  of  mosquitoes  at  night.  From  Mai)  an  a  road  goes  over  the  Kuh.i-Gurbah,  and 
so  to  Sivand. 


4.  ImamzXda  Ishma!  l 


10 


waterless  stream  hed.    This  is  very  stony. 
There  are  many  sorts  of  grapes  here. 


Leaving  Maivan,  proceed  through  a  pa>*,al*m<r 
the  right  of  which  a  lively  stream  runs  for  about 
3  miles.  It  then  disappears,  and  for  rest  of  the 
way  to  Imamzada  Ishmafl  the  road  lies  up  a  hot 


The  place  is  supposed  to  be  "  Sarhadd"  but 
the  thermometer  was  89°  in  a  house  at  10-30  a.m.  in  July. 

Leave  Imamzada  Ishinail,  and  proceed  up  a  pas9.  Soon  look  down  on  the  Asupas  vail*  t, 
which  belongs  to  the  Il-Begi  of  the  Kaslikais.  lie  makes  this  his  summer  quarter's  csviup 
close  to  Kur  river.  Here  a  small  stream  easily  forded,  not  many  miles  distant  from  it*  source 
at  Dordona  (?),  which  lies  down  the  valley  to  the  eastward.     The  village  of  Raz&bad  clo*e  by. 

Ride  towards  Asupas.  After  2  hours*  sharp  riding  reach  turn  of  the  hills  and  tome 
springs  called  Chashraah-i  Duzd.  After  3£  hours,  or  16  to  IS  miles,  reach  a  spring  called 
Chashmah-i-SalUvlin.  Three  miles  more  to  Gur-i-Bahram,  under  hills  to  right  of  road.  cu*m- 
ing  from  Kam  (or  Kum)  Ffniz  across  the  plain,  going  over  the  pass  near  Asupas  that  lea*!*  to 
Khushk-i-Zard.  There  are  springs  here  in  the  swampy  ground,  where  Bahrain  Shah  is  ko4 
to  have  been  engulfed.  Connected  with  the  large  marsh  of  Kuskharrak  (?)  south  of  Asupas. 
\  mile  hence  to  Asupas. 


5.  Asupas 


6.  HXjUbad 


23 


This  is  a  village  built  round  a  fort  on  the  t<«p 
of  a  mound,  with  copious  springs  of  fre*h  wa?«r 
that  irrigate  much  land  before  losing  thenift*-lir« 
in  the  marsh,  and  eventually  joining  the  Band-i* 
Amir. 

Leave  Asupas   for  Hajiabad.    Short    march. 
Camp  500  yards  from   a  lake,  whence  U&u*-»  a 
stream  to  join  the   Kur.    Shoals  of  fish  in  th'-» 
lake,  which  is  full  of  springs.    Crops  of  d*L 
gram,  maize,  tobacco,  Ac.,  in  excellent  condition. 

Leave  for  Sihdih.  The  country  on  the  road  is  merely  a  waste  covered  with  thistles  and 
stones.  Splendid  crops  at  Sihdih,  of  tobacco,  dal,  vetches,  maize,  <fcc.  All  well  watered  frum 
springs  called  Kadamgah. 

7.  VfjZD  (Diz)-i-KtiRD 


I 


26 


Leaving  Sihdih,  cross  a  thistly  plain  for  fi  n^ 
The  edge  of  a  fine  river,  hitherto  concealed  It 
the  height  of  its  banks,  is  then  reached.  This 
rises  at  Khusru-Sbfrin,  and  flows  down  in  «c. 
siderable  volume  (up  to  the  saddle-flap*)  to  join  the  Kur  before  entering  the  Tang-i-Borsx 
pass.  10  or  12  more  miles  hence  to  Duzd-i-Kurd,  more  properly  Diz-i-Kurd.  The  settt-rt 
here  are  Circassians,  who  emigrated  in  the  time  of  Shaft  Abbas  the  Great.  Stnams  fr*>a 
Duzd-i-Kurd  all  join  the  Kur,  S.  of  Burak  pass,  just  before  it  turns  down  the  valley  of  Kan 
(or  Kum)  Firnz. 

(P)13         ...  Leaving  Duzd-i-Kurd,  the  road  is  ray   ra> 

going  for  4  miles  or  so,  at  which  distance  a  road 
to  the  right  between  Chihal  Shahidin  and  Kuk~ 
i-Siah  goes  through  the  Gardan-i-Begi  K.  u 


8.  Camp    near     GaB- 

DAjr-I-Sflf*. 


431 


Route  No.  386— *onti. 
Shirdz  to  Ktth-i- Dinah  and  back  again— con\A. 


»                 .... 

DlSTAKCI,  TV   MTLXS. 

titngt  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

Khun*  Shfrfn.  Follow  the  slopes  of  the  Kuh-i-Siah  by  a  very  fair  road  through  oak 
grove*  for  about  6  miles.  Reach  Gardan-i-Shir,  the  watershed  between  the  country  to  the 
£.  and  the  Pa-dinah  country  to  the  W.  Excellent  springs  on  Gardan-i-Shfr.  Camp  at 
the  side  of  a  willow-fringed  stream  running  W.  of  the  watershed  in  a  field  of  clover. 

9.  Kuh-Dinah        ...  Starting  thence  for  Dinah,  reach  slopes  of  that 

mountain,  and  camp  there.    Height  of  camping- 
ground  8,200\ 

Go  on  next  day  up  the  ice  slopes  of  Gardan-i- 
Began  (or  Bfgan).  On  reaching  top  of  ridge, 
turn  E.  to  what  is  apparently  the  highest  peak. 
Steep  slopes  of  slippery  shingle  for  many  hundred 

yards  prevent  any  but  slow  progress.     Beach  at  fast  peak  14,900' ;  easternmost  peak  may  be 

higher. 

In  order  to  explore  these  hills  properly,  a  camp  should  be  formed  on  the  upper  ridge. 


10.  Camp    on  Dinah 
Mountain. 


I.  RrruBN  JorBNBY 
Ddzd-i-Kubd. 


2.  Raiviutin 


E.  and  run*  down  the  valley  of 


Return  to  Duzd-i-KunL  (N.  B. — A  track  runs 
from  Kafr  to  Sivar  and  Ab-i-Malakh,  and  thence 
to  Sfmfran  (?)  N.  or  Bibahan  S.) 

Leave  Duzd-i-Kurd,  and  go  down  to  Eur  river. 
Proceed  northward  along  the  river  to  Tang-i- 
Burak  ;  it  is  here  very  broad,  with  several  chan- 
nels. About  a  mile  from  this  point  it  turns  due 
Kam  (or  Kum)  Firtiz  to  the  Marv-Dasht  plain  to  S.  of 
CJair  (?)  and  N.  of  Sartin  Saiyid  Muhammad  range  Reach  Garmllf,  a  small  village  on  the 
ft  air  slopes.  The  first  2  miles  beyond  this  the  mad  is  bad  and  stony  ;  afterwards  good,  being 
the  high  road  of  the  Ilh  at.  It  is  shaded  by  groves  of  oak ;  sycamores  are  seen  here  and  there, 
and  the  riverbed  is  full  of  rushes  and  large  trees.  Camp  was  pitched  at  Khanimun  (?),  the 
largest  village  in  the  Kam  Firtiz  plain,  and  often  so  called.  This  valley  is  a  long  line  of 
spleuded  crops. 

3.  Dalkh^n  (?)       ...  ...  ...       Leave  Khanimun  for  Shul    Camp  at  Dalk- 

htin  (?)  After  a  5-mile  canter  over  the  plain,  and, 
fording  the  river,  here  very  deep  and  strong, 
arrive  at  foot  of  Shul  pass,  and  enter  the  valley. 
Read  is  very  bad  going  for  anything  but  a  mule,  and  even  these  beasts  did  not  like  it,  the 
samp  taking  7j,  hours  to  do  the  march.  The  stream  runs  down  the  centre  of  the  valley  the 
whole  way,  and  the  road  runs  along  its  left  bank  for  about  11  miles,  passing  over  many  spurs ; 
the  valley  is  very  fertile.  Crops  along  the  bottom,  and  vines  on  the  slopes.  Several  villages 
were  passed,  each  known  a*  Shtil.  Oaks  were  plentiful,  and  there  were  willows  and  sycamores 
in  the  fttrcam  bed.  The  range  along  which  the  road  runs  is  called  Tang-i-Shul,  and  is  formed 
of  c  mglomerate. 

Daikhun  lies  to  S.  of  highest  village  in  the  Shul  pass,  at  a  distance  of  some  2  or  3  miles, 
on  the  banks  of  a  *mall  confluent  of  the  Shul  stream.  It  is  surrounded  by  vineyards,  and 
possesses  some  walnut  trees. 

...       From  Dalkhun  there  are  two  roads  to  Shashpir 

Followed  the  shorter  one  over  the  Husainabad 

range,  a  fair  riding  pass,  but  steep.    Height 

about  8,600' .    Quite  a  small  pass. 

ey.     Tents  pitched  by  springs  of  Shashpir  below  the  pass. 

...       Start  from  Shashpir  over  hill  towards  Ardakun* 

The  pass  steep,  but  rideable.     Road  generally  8- 

W.,  till  the  descent  is  made  to  Ardakun   bv  a 

steep  nasty    mule    track    over  Gair-i-Ardakun 

ngi\  on  the  top  of  which  is  a  small  spring. 


4.    M3A9HP1B 


Drop  down  into  Shashpir  val 
5.  Auvixtx 


#•• 


6t 


482 

Route  No.  836 — con  eld. 
Shirdz  to  Kuh-i-Dinah  and  back  again— concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAYCB,  I*  MLLBB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


The  village  of  Ardakun  belongs  to  the  Governor  of  Fare,  and  is  pleasantly  situated  by 
a  spring,  the  water  of  which  comes  from  Tang-i-Sardab  above  it.  The  pass  above  referred  to 
is  called  Tang-i-Gardun. 


6.  KulIb 


••• 


coming  down  from  the 


Leave  Ardakun  for  Juynm,  or  Guyana,  or 
Gufyum.  Descend  the  valley  for  3  or  4  miles 
by  a  terribly  stony  road  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
stream,  and  reach  a  broken  bridge  over  the  wiUf 
Shashpfr  pass.  Pass  several  villages  right  and  left.  Road  fa  r. 
As  the" valley  narrowed,  left  Dalin  and  Shtil  on  the  right  to  ft. ;  both  large  villages  under  hills 
of  the  same  name  ;  then  over  some  small  spurs  into  the  Kular  (or  Khular)  valley  ;  finally 
reaching  Kulur  itself  after  a  ride  of  about  24  miles.  A  miserable  village  celebrated  for  it* 
vineyard)*,  which  are  4  farsakhs  in  extent.  These  are  left  to  take  care  of  themselves.  Then 
are  said  to  be  fewer  now  than  formerly. 

7.  GtiYAM,  or  JfJYAM 


22 


••• 


Down  the  valley  from  Kular,  and  through  the 
pnsses  by  a  fair  road.  On  entering  the  plain  a 
good  road  is  found  ;  galop  into  Guy  am.  Last 
mile  or  two  through  vineyard*.    A  large  rillagv 

To  S.  W.,  under  the  spurs  of  Kuh-i-Surkh-i-Kalat,  lies  the  large  village  Kalat,  over  the  spurs 

that  run  from  Kuh-i-Bamu,  and  thus  connect  the  two  ranges. 

21  ...       Leave  for  Shiraz.    Change  horses  at  Hu*ahi4b&d 

under  the  f  purs  of  Surkh-i-Kalat.  Pass  through 
gardens  of  M  isjid-i-Bardf,  whence  comes  much 
of  the  fruit  supply  of  Shiraz.    About  20  to  23 


8.  SHffilz 


miles  from  Guy  am  to  Shiraz. 


Route  No.  337. 

Shieaz  to  Lab,  vid  Fib£z£bXd  and  Kfa. 


Authority. — Stack. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DtSTUrCK.  IF  MUM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUL 


Description,  fte. 


1.  DlH-I-NAf/ 


■•• 


14 


S.  across  the  Shiraz  plain  through  Tillage; 
and  gardens.  At  8  miles  the  plain  beocmiea 
swampy.  Leaving  the  swamp  on  the  right* 
t  he  road  passes  over  the  Pul-i-  Fast,  after  crowir^ 
which  the  road  diverges :  one  branch  going  S.  E.  to  Fasi,  the  other  S.  to  Firuiahad.  — 
road  now  runs  along  the  western  foot  of  the  stony  Mahalu  range.  Dih-i-Nau  is  a 
walled  village. 


2.  KawXb 


22 


36 


Seven  miles  through  the  Shiraz  plain  iirijtatifla 
from  well ;  then  the  road  crosses  a  spur  fraa 
Mahalu  called  the  Baba  Hajf  pass  (tW*  t* 
easier  mad  round  the  spur  fit  for  wheels  % 


an 


483 


Route  No.  337 — contd. 
Shirdz  to  Ldry  vid  Firvzdbad  and  Kir — contd. 


8t»g •  or  halting  plaet. 


DlSTAVCB,   XV  MILI8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


This  pass  is  not  more  than  150'  above  the  plain,  and  there  is  a  mined  caravansarai  at  the 
top.  Descend  into  the  plain  of  Kawar,  which  is  watered  by  the  Kdra-Agatch.  The  plain 
is  level  and  studded  with  camel  thorn,  villages  at  long  intervals.  Kawar  itself  is  a  large 
village  surrounded  by  orchards. 


3.  JawakIn 


18 


54 


S.  E.f  and  cross  the  river  by  a  stone  bridge, 
the  stream  being  barely  fordable.  On  the  further 
side  is  the  Safidar  range,  which  is  crossed  by  a 
defile  between  cliffs  150'  high.  This  pass  is 
known  as  the  Gnr  Bah  man.  The  pass  widens  as  it  ascends.  On  the  other  side  the  road 
descends  to  the  Dasht-i-Muak,  a  glen  about  2  miles  long,  which  open  son  the  Khwnji  plain. 
This  part  of  the  road  is  bad  and  difficult.     Pass  Zanjiran. 

Down  the  river  through  defiles,  two  the  second 

of  which  is  often  full  of  watir  and  impracticable, 

which  case  the  hill  side  must  be  climbed. 


4.    FlRtizifiAD 


6.  Camp 


6>  Shal6dan 


•»* 


24 


68 


27 


26 


95 


121 


in 


>  iru zabad  lies  in  a  spacious  plain  full  of  gardens 
and  villages. 

8.E.  over  the  grassy  plain  of  Firtiz&Md, 
with  a  rocky  ridge  on  either  hand.  At  8  mihs 
pass  the  small  village  of  Tihdasht.  At  12  miles 
turn  S.,  and  enter  a  broken  ridge  of  small  hills. 


Four  miles  among  low  hills  ;  then  ascend  to  a 
narrow  plain  or  plateau.     At  9  miles  down  into 
ravines,  which  gradually  give  place  to  a  narrow 
flower  clad  valley  between  steep  walls  of  rock. 
Pass  the  village  fort  of  Balkan  ;  then  through  marshy  ground  to  the  small  fort  of  Shahidan. 

7.  Kf* 


19 


140 


The  road  runs  S.  over  a  grand  grassy  plain  ; 
then  over  a  range  of  hills  by  a  steep  and  narrow 
pass  ;  the  descent  is  large,  and  winds  about  among 
the  sides  and  spurs  of  the  hill;  then  through 
meadows  along  a  stream  to  the  half-ruined  village  of  Kir,  which  stands  in  a  plain  about  25 
miles  long,  running  £.  and  W.f  and  watered  by  the  Kara-Agatch.  From  Kir  is  a  road  to 
Jahrum. 

8.  Sabgah 


40 


180 


The  road  runs  behind  low  hills  bordering  (he 
Kir  plain  on  its  southern  side,  and  at  12  miles 
crosses  the  Kara-Agatch,  here  60  yards  brt  ad, 
and  both  swift  and  deep,  by  a  quaint  old  stone 
bridge.  The  road  now  enters  broken  country  with  low  reeky  hills  ;  then  ovtr  a  Kng  arid 
plain  3  to  6  miles  wide,  with  here  and  there  a  shallow  pool.    Sargah  is  a  miserable  little  village. 

9.  Kisitx 


8 


188 


Five  miles  over  a  muddy  plain  to  Harur,  a  village 
of  200  houses,  with  extensive  date  groves.    Kurt* 
un,  3  miles  further,  is  twice  as  large,   but   half 
empty  and  ruined.    It  stands  in  the  middle  of 
rocky  hills,  on  one  of  which  is  a  fort  overlooking  tho  town. 


10.  BidshaHb 


23 


211 


wells  now  take  the  place  of  spring  water. 


Over  low  hills  covered  with  camel  thorn ;  np  % 
rocky  pass,  and  down  to  the  Bidshahr  plain  with  % 
salt  late.  At  the  further  end  date  palms,  tamar- 
isks, and  brackish  water.    Bain  water  tanks  and 
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Route  No.  387 — eoneld. 
Shir  a  z  to  Ldr,  vid  Firizdbdd  and  Kir — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTiJCl,  or  MILXS. 


Interme> 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


11.  IwXz 


23 


234 


At  4  miles  pass  the  fort  of  Kama,  at  the  month 
of  a  defile,  which  is  now  entered.  After  traversing 
it,  the  road  goes  S.  E.  between  parallel  range*  of 
low  hill*,  the  vegetation  being  chiefly  date  and 

tamarisk.    The  plain  is  cultivated  in  good  season,  and  there  are  several  ruined  villages. 

Cross  a  low  ridge  and  enter  Iwaz,  which  has  a  population  of  about  1,000  people,  and  boast*  a 

small  fort.    The  plain  is  here  only  a  mile  wide. 


12.  Lin 


22 


256 


Down  the  Iwaz  plain ;  then  amongst  limestone 
hills,  with  patches  of  wheat  in  the  hollows.  Lai 
is  a  town  of  about  6,000  inhabitants,  and  has  a 
small  garrison. 


Authority.— Jones. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


1.  Mazafbi 


2.  IsmaiiIbad 


3.  Kafb 


4.  Khawah  Kahdah 


5.  Jahb6k 


6.  Chajttalkh 


Route  No.  338. 

Shieaz  to  Lar,  vid  Jahe^h. 


Distawci,  nr  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


18 


Description,  Ac 


18 

18 

15 

33 

18 

61 

9 

60 

21 

81 

99 


Six  hours.  The  country  is  generally  open,  uA 
the  road  good.  Camp  in  desert.  A  few  supplies. 
Water  from  a  small  stream. 

Five  hours.  Country  and  road  as  befaret 
Camp  in  desert  in  a  {gorge.  A  few  supplies  ob- 
tainable. Water  obtained  from  small  streams 
and  kandtt. 

The  road  is  open,  but  in  some  plaota  rooky. 
Camp  in  a  desert.  Some  fruit  obtainable  hen% 
but  no  other  supplies.  Water  from  a  small 
stream,  wells,  and  a  kan&t. 

Three  hoars.  The  country  in  this  stage  is  open. 
Camp  in  an  open  desert.  No  supplies.  WaUr 
from  small  stream. 

Seven  hours.  The  road  is  through  an  open 
country  generally  without  difficulty.  Camp  in 
an  open  dewrt  near  the  village.  All  ordinary 
supplies  of  life  obtainable*    Water  from  tandL 


Six  hours.    The  road  is  stony  wifh  seine  _ 
over  hill  ridges.    Camp  in  an  open  deaert    X* 
supplies.    Water  from  wells. 
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Routs  No.  338— twtM. 
Shirdz  to  Ldr,  vid  Jahrtrm — contd. 


Stag*  or  halting  plact. 


7.  Jtiwtiic 


••• 


8.  BasXb6 


9.  Bimfe 


10.  Lit 


••• 


•  •a 


DlKAJTCt,  XV  MILM. 


Interme- 
din*. 


18 


18 


18 


21 


Total. 


Description,  ke. 


tolerably  well  supplied  with  the 
district. 


117  Six  hours.  The  road  generally  passes  over 
ridges  of  rock,  with  open  spots  and  stony  ground 
at  intervals.  Camp  in  an  open  desert.  A  few 
supplies  procurable.     Water  from  wells. 

135  Six  hours.  The  road  is  orer  an  open  country 
generally.  Camp  in  an  open  desert.  No  sup- 
plies.   Water  from  wells. 

153  Six  hours.  The  road  is  over  an  open  country 
generally.  Camp  in  an  open  desert.  No  sup- 
plies.    Water  from  wells  and  springs. 

174       Seven  hours.    The  road  is  over  open  country 
generally,  but  a  few  parses  over  low  ridges  are 
met  with.    The  only  water  is  obtained  from 
rain  collected  in  tanks.    The  bazaars  of  L&r  are 
ordinary  necessaries  of  life.    Camels  are  abundant  in  this 


Route  339. 

Shiraz  to  LinjIu. 


Authority. — Pellt. 

act. 

DltfASOBi 

XV  MILES. 

Stag*  or  halting  pi 

Interne* 
diatc. 

Total. 

Description.  Ao. 

1.  KiwXb 

••• 

35 

35 

Water  from  wells.    One  pass. 

2.  ZasjibAs 

... 

21 

56 

Half  the  way  water  from  wells ;  the  other  half 
from  a  stream.    One  pass. 

3.  Maivajt 

... 

21 

77 

No  water.    Road  good. 

4.  Simbh  Kxrs 

... 

17* 

WJ 

Water  from  a  stream  oyer  which  there  is  a 
bridge.    Road  good. 

5.  Kim-KaJKzfjr 

••• 

35 

129 

Water  from  reservoirs  for  5  farsakhs;  other  3 
farsakhs  from  a  stream.    Road  good. 

6.  Osbtjk 

... 

28 

157* 

Water  from  a  stream  known  as  the  Pol  Arus. 
Road  good.    No  trees. 

7.  Chah  Mtjl* 

... 

28 

1851 

No  water  for  first  Sfartakh**  Water  from  wells. 
Road  good. 

8.  Aliamtjidabht... 

28 

213 

Water  from  reservoirs  and  weHa,  No  tiees. 
Road  good. 
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Route  No.  839 — contd* 
Shirdz  to  £i*/a£— cootd. 


Distastci, 

ur  MILKS. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  kc. 

9.  FoLASSiB 

28 

241| 

Water  from  wells,  except  daring  7  miles.   Rod 
for  2/artakhs  over  moan  tains;  rest  good. 

10.  Gbllahdhub    ... 

11.  MOZAFBI 

28 
42 

269* 
311* 

j  Water  from  reservoirs.    Road  good. 

12.  LlNJAH 

28 

339* 

Pclly  gives  another  account  of  the  last  five   stages  into   Linjah  as  fol- 
lows :•— 

Fid  Aahkanu.    The    encamping-ground,  is  is 


1.  Bastajc 


2.  Ahbbh 


3.  Babbahdut 


4.  CHaJCFIB 


9 


15 


18 


6.  Liitjah 


••• 


12 


desert    Water  from  reservoir  and 


-ground, 
kanat*. 


Three  hour*.  The  road  winds  round  the  brow  of 
a  chain  of  hills,  and  passes  over  a  ridge.  WV.t 
is  obtained  from  reservoirs  and  wells.  Tte 
encamplng-ground  is  in  the  open  desert  N* 
supplies. 

The  road  passes  over  some  open  ground  tod 
some  ridges.  The  encamping-ground  U  in  opes 
ground.  Water  is  obtained  from  reservoir*  is 
ground.    No  supplies. 

The  road  passes  over  rocky  ridges.  Water  if 
obtained  from  wells.  The  cncaroping-grvtal 
is  in  the  desert  Little  or  nothing  prow- 
able. 

The  road  passes  over  rocky  ridges. 


Route  No.  340. 

ShIRAZ  TO  NiRfs,    Vid    THE  SOUTH  SHORB  OF  IiAKB  NlRfs. 

Authority. — Wells. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dxsxayok,  ur  MXLBS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description*  &e« 


1.  Bjldbb 


13 


••• 


Direction     E.N.E.     ra«s     the     DMCW* 

garden,  and  enter  the  pass   leading    tat  oca 

barren  mountains.    Way  steepish  and  stocv  :• 

the  watershed  dividing  the  basins  of  the  *ainj 

lies  from  Shiriz.    About  2  miles  off  the  road  to  U* 


and  Nirfs  lakes,  which  is  only  some  10  miles 

north ;  and,  nestled  in  the  hills,  is  the  picturesque  little  village  of  Badeh. 
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Route  No.  840— contd. 
Shirdz  to  NirUy  via  the  South  Shore  of  Lake  jWW*— contd. 


Stag*  or  halting-  plaoe. 


DlKAVCI,  XJT  XZX.BB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description,  Ac 


2.  KhaiiLbXd 


••• 


19 


32 


Direction  E.  Regain  the  road  which  since  the 
passage  of  the  watershed  has  followed  the  open 
ground  sloping"  down  to  the  Bandamfr  basin. 
Lake  Niris,  however,  is  not  yet  risible.    Some  6 


is  reached.  In  spring  it  looked  green  and  fertile,  with  numerous  fortified  villages  dotted 
along  the  line  showing  the  courses  of  the  Bandamir  river.  About  4  miles  fuither  Khair- 
Abad,  which,  like  all  the  rest  of  the  villages  in  the  plain,  is  fortified.  Provisions  plentiful ; 
fodder  in  abundance ;  firewood  a  little  scarce. 


3.  KlBAJCBH 


#•• 


16* 


481 


Direction  S.E.  Boad  goes  along  the  lower  slopes 
of  the  hills  that  bound  the  Niris  lake  basin  on 
this  side.  Leave  the  low  pastuie  land  to  the 
left,  and  proceed  over  undulating  barren  land 
with  a  slight  slope  towards  the  lake  which  is  seen  stretching  away  to  the  S.E.  After 
16  or  17  miles  we  reach  Kernmch,  which  is  perched  on  a  slight  eminence  with  gardens  below, 
in  which  are  almond  and  fig  trees.  It  is  watered  by  a  good  stream,  which  above  the  village 
turns  the  mill.  The  village  goes  shares  in  the  water-supply  with  another  named  Sijilabud, 
which  is  about  2  miles  nearer  the  lake.  The  road  to-day  and  yesterday  is  fit  for  wheeled 
traffic,  and  from  ShirAz  for  guns.  All  supplies  at  Kerimeh  plentiful.  The  villagers  a 
aUlwart  race  of  independent-looking  fellows. 


4.  KhXxah-x-Khst 


18 


66} 


Descend  both  towards  the  lake  and  along  the 
slope  of  the  hills.  The  land  on  both  sides  shows 
marks  of  ancient  cultivation  with  ruined  wells  ; 
but  is  evidently  not  touched  now-a-days. 
At  Hallalabad  is  a  caravanserai  built  in  mud.  Shortly  after  passing  it,  the  road  comes 
to  near  the  margin  of  the  lake,  having  to  round  the  lower  slopes  of  the  Galugah,  and  to  cross 
a  brackish  stream  that  flows  from  its  foot.  This  spot  is  known  as  Pul-i-Talkh  or  bitter  bridge. 
It  is  said  to  be  a  resort  of  robbers.  Opposite  the  mountain  the  lake  narrows,  and  a  rocky 
island  juts  up  in  its  centre.  The  view  looking  back  is  very  fine,  with  the  upper  waters  of  the 
lake  blue  like  the  sea,  the  plain  of  Merodasht  with  mountains  on  both  sides;  and  in  the 
distance  the  Kuh-i-Bamu  N.  of  Shiiaz  is  visible.  All  this  is  lost  to  view  as,  rounding  the 
foot  of  the  mountains,  the  lower  stretch  of  the  lake  is  seen  bending  far  away  towards  Kirfe, 
with  a  high  range  of  mountains  with  wooded  slopes  reaching  down  to  the  lake  on  the  right, 
and  barren  hills  of  rounded  shape  coming  right  down  to  the  water  on  the  N.  shore.  The 
view  is  very  beautiful.    At  Galugah  there  is  nothing  but  a  deep  pond  of  muddy  water. 

From  the  muddy  point  to  the  halting  place  at  Khanah-i-Khet  is  3  miles  of  gentle  des- 
cent to  where  a  defensible  tower  and  an  old  Imamzdda  stood  near  the  banks  of  a  stream 
of  brackish  water  on  a  level  almost  with  the  lake,  but  2  miles  from  its  slimy  margin. 
There  are  no  permanent  habitations  here,  but  the  toweT  and  a  shed  beside  it  are  occupied  by 
the  people  who  ome  from  Khir  to  cultivate  the  few  fields  that  are  watered  by  the  brackish 
stream,  which,  though  bad,  is  drinkable.  No  supplies  except  firewood.  The  entire  march  is 
excellent  for  wheeled:  traffic. 


6.  Eslm 


♦•* 


19 


851 


Boad  throngh  the  woods,  fringing  the  S.W. 
shores  of  the  lake.  After  5  miles  the  dry  bed 
of  a  torrent  is  passed,  and  soon  the  pistachio 
trees  thin  out  and  dif  appear.  Fine  streams  of 
clear  water  are  crossed,  bot  they  are  all  brackish  to  within  half  a  mile  of  Khir,  where  sud- 
denly one  comes  on  a  sweet  spring. 
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Rogte  No.  340— concld. 
Shirdz  to  Niru,  rid  the  South  Shore  of  Lake  iVtra— concld. 


Stage  or  halting  plies. 


Dibtiitci,  ur  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


In  the  neighbourhood  of  KMr  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  cultivation  of  wheat  aad 
opium,  and  some  good  gardens  of  fruit  trees  are  scattered  over  the  plain,  which  here  juts  oat 
into  th«  lake  in  the  form  of  a  promontory. 

6.  Nififs  ...  24         1091  [    From  KMr  through  cultivation  for   3  mile*. 

Beyond  the  cultivation  are  stony  sterile  slopr* 
from  mountains  leading  right  down  to  the 
lake.  Looking  hack,  the  pass  (through  which 
the  road  leading  to  Shiraz  vid  Pul-i-A*a  makes  its  way  through  the  mountains)  in  to  be  **cn. 
At  15  miles  from  Khfr  the  end  of  the  lake  is  reached,  where  it  dies  out  in  sodaish  white 
ooze.  A  good  stream  of  fresh  water  flows  into  it  here ;  and  beyond  a  plain,  for  the  m«»t 
part  cultivated,  leads  right  up  to  Niris,  the  village  of  Rodak  being  passed  on  the  left  hand. 
The  plain  is  rendered  more  remarkable  by  numerous  rocky,  as  it  were,  islands  that  ri*e  rat 
of  it ;  and  behind  a  promontory  of  these,  and  enclosed  on  other  two  sides  by  mountains  i* 
the  picturesque  little  town  of  Niris  with  its  gardens  and  large  walnut  trees  looking  bri**: 
over  the  sea  of  poppy  heads,  which  form  the  foreground  of  the  picture.  From  Khir  it  is  24 
miles  to  Niris  of  flat,  ea«y  road. 


Route  No.  341. 

SrTlItlz  TO    SfrfSTAR,  Vid  BtiHBEHAX. 

Authority. — Jones;  Schindler;  Pelly. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dicta* ci,  iw  Mruse. 


interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  GUTAM 


2.  6htl 


3.  Tano-i-Bt/diIk... 

4.  GrstiK/tiir 


6.  Fahliajt 


lo 

lo 

12 

1  fa 

12 

"• 

21 

•  ■• 

12 

•  •• 

Four  hours  N.W.  Bond  good  over  *p*a 
ground.  Encamp  near  a  oaravanssrai  on  bare 
plain.  Fuel,  grain,  and  cattle  plentiful  If  met 
procurable. 

Three  hours  N.W.  Fuel,  grain,  cattle,  tal 
water  plentiful j  last  from  springs  and  tamat*. 

Three   hours  N.W.     Water   from    a    rinK 

Fire  hours  N.W.  A  Tillage  of  W)  in- 
habitants. The  road  ascends  and  wind*  o%n 
hills  called  Shakr-ab  and  Sar-i-Zor.  Encamp  as 
base  of  Kala  Sufid.  Grain,  sheep,  fuel  aai 
water  abundant. 


Three  hours  W.  The  road  is  stony,  hot  errr 
open  ground.  Grain,  fuel,  sheep,  aid  water 
abundant.  The  valley  of  c»ar-*b-i~£tah  i* 
divided  frcm  that  of  Fahlian  by  a  wall  abet* 
quarter  mile  in  length  built  from  one  side  of  the  mountain  to  the  other.  A  pa*.  4  or  5 
miles  in  length,  is  crossed  on  this  march,  which  is  so  steep  in  one  place  t*hat  mules  hart  to 
be  unladen.    It  is,  however,  not  so  difficult  an  the  Kotal  i-Pfr-Zan  on  the  Bn*babr  Road. 
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Route  No.  841 — confd. 
Shirdz  to  SMslar,  rid  Behbahdn—oon\A. 


Stage  or  halting:  pUcc 


6.  Sab-Ab-I-SiIh   ... 


7.  Basht 


8.  Dog£mb1za5     ... 


9.  Kuai&LbId 


•■• 


Dxbtavcs,  iv  xxua. 


Iaterme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


12 

••% 

12 

••• 

18 

•  •• 

15 

.*■ 

• 

Three  hours  W.N.W.  The  road  is  over  op 
ground  winding  round  the  base  of  the  hills. 
Water  procurable  from  a  small  stream,  situated 
in  a  beautiful  valley  15  miles  long  and  4  miles 
broad,  watered  by  many  rivers. 

Three  hours  W.N.W.  The  road  is  over  open 
ground  winding  round  the  base  of  the  hills. 
Supplies  procurable  in  small  quantities,  and 
might  be  collected  in  bulk  from  the  hills. 

Three    hours     S.W.    The  road  is   over  open 

Cund,  but  in  a  narrow  vale  winding  round  the 
e  of  the  hills.    Supplies  as  at  last  stage. 


Pour    hours  N.W.      For  4    miles  the    road 
goes  over  a  plain  surrounded  by  lofty  mountains  ; 
it  then  ascends  and  goes  among  rugged  hills  for 
9  miles,  after  which  it  is  excellent.    Water  is 
procurable  from  a  stream,  and  grain  in   small  quantities ;  also  some  sheen  and  asses.    This 
village  is  on  the  banks  of  the  Tab,  here  20'  broad,  3'  deep,  with  remarkably  fine  water. 


10.  BbbbahAk 


11.  Jabz6n 


12.  SultIhIbId 

13.  DiH-i-Ytia 


14.  RXmHuimuz 


9 

... 

« 

86 

... 

16 

... 

16 

• 
••• 

••• 


Two  hours  N.W.  Road  passes  over  some 
uneven  ridges,  but  is  good.  Water  from  small 
stream.    Some  grain  and  sheep  procurable. 

Road  rough  and  stony.  At  26  miles  cross  a 
range  of  hills  2/arsakhs  in  width,  but  not  hijrh, 
and  passable  for  guns.  A  village  containing  700 
to  8<X)  inhabitants. 

A  large  village  with  gardens. 

A  village  on  a  tributary  of  a  river  which  divides 
the  valley  of  Ram  Hurmuz  and  the  lands  of  the 
Al  Humism  from  those  of  the  Persian  tribe  of 
AlbeKurdL 


The  plain  of  Ram  Hurmuz  has  a  rich  alluvial 
soil  suited  to  grains  of  all  kinds,  and  to  rice, 
fruit  trees,  dates,  &o.    Here  are  the  remains  of 
numerous  villages  and  frequent  assemblages  of 
mounds,  and  remains  of  large  canals  marking  the  seat  of  an  overflowing  ancient  population. 

The  position  of  the  village  of  Ram  Hurmuz  at  the  confluence  of  several  riven  makes  it 
naturally  a  place  of  some  importance.  A  small  garrison  is  maintained  here,  but  it  is  too  weak 
to  control  the  country. 


16.  Kasdax  Stbbah 


22f 


Road  good.  Seven  miles  from  Rim  Hurmuz 
the  road  crosses  a  stream  10  or  11  paces  wide 
and  2'  deep.  On  its  left  bank  there  live 
numerous  families  of  Arabs;  thence  the  road 
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Route  No.  341 — concld. 
Shirdz  to  SAusfar,  vid  Behbahdn — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distance,  m  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


keeps  close  to  the  Kandak  range.  The  Kandak  river  is  sluggish  and  muddy,  20  paces  wide, 
and  after  heavy  rain  attains  a  depth  of  12'.  A  little  below  the  halting  place  are  the 
remains  of  a  bridge  by  which  the  river  may  be  sometimes  forded  when  elsewhere  too  high. 


16.  Naphtha  Springs 


13 


Road  good.  Beyond  the  river  the  soil  is  firm 
as  far  as  rained  guard-house  Kalah-i-DarabL  The 
valley  beyond,  after  heavy  rains,  becomes  a  deep 
treacherous  bog. .  This  lasts  until  within  5  miles 

of  the  naphtha  springs.     The  springs  are  situated  at  an  altitude  of  596'.    The  castle  on  the 

hill  stands  910'   above  the  sea.    The  naphtha  is  very  pure. 


17.  Bam!  DIud 


20f 


habited  in  summer  by  Arabs. 


... 


Road  fairly  good.  At  starting  road  leads  be- 
tween two  ranges  of  hills,  crossing  numerous  tor- 
rent  beds.  Last  10  miles  over  a  plain.  Bani  I>aud 
is  a  little  village  on  the  Gargar  stream.    It  is  in- 


18.  Sh6stab 


24} 


The  direct  road  from  Ram  Hurmuz  to  Shustar 
runs  nearer  the  mountains,  leaving  Ban!  Daad 
on  the  right.  Read  now  followed  proceeds  for 
1  *\  miles  in  a  northerly  direction  over  a  plain. 
In  spring  and  autumn,  after  heavy  rain,  a  great  quantity  of  water  rushes  down  the  eastern 
mountains  towards  the  Gargar  stream.  The  soft  alluvial  soil  is  washed  away  and  undermined 
in  many  places,  and  large  cracks  are  formed,  which  the  road  avoids  by  countless  curves,  its 
course  being  liable  to  freouent  changes.  The  right  bank  of  the  Gargar  is  increasing,  and  the 
lift  diminishing.  At  18f  miles  the*  road  unites  with  that  from  Isfahan,  when  it  change* 
direction  to  the  west,  and  after  6  miles  more  enters  the  town  of  Shdstar  by  the  eastern  or 
Gargar  gate. 

N.  B. — A  more  direct  road  from  Ham  Hurmuz  +o  Sbustar,  making  the  total  distance  three 
stages  (76}  miles),  leaves  the  mountains  and  the  naphtha  springs  to  the  right. 

As  regards  the   route   between   Shiraz    and   Basht,  totally  different  stages 
are  given  by  Felly.     His  stages  are  as  follows  :— 


1.  ZlBGUN 


2.  Shot, 


••• 


3.  Kala  Muhammad 

4.  Roza.  EhXk 


6.  Kol-i-Mubd 


••• 


6.  Shah  Husaih  ... 


7.   CHAtMfBAH 


8.  Basht 


17* 
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•  a. 

... 

•  •* 

... 

•  •• 

... 

•  •• 

... 

•  •• 

... 

•  •• 

... 

•  •« 

... 

i 

Water  from  springs  and  a  stream.    Fruits  and 
vines.     Road  good. 

Road  good.    Water  from  spring.  Fruita, 

Road  good.    Water  from  stream.  Willows. 


Road  good.    Water  from  stream.    Hat  a 
vansarai. 


Road  passable.  Water  from  stream.    Trees. 

willows,  and  get.  Has  a  watermilL 

Road  passable.  Water  from 
willows,  and  get. 


Road  good.    Water  from   a 
willcws,  and  gez. 
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A  mho  riff.  — MacGregor. 


Route  No.  342. 

Shiraz  to  Yazd. 


Stag*  or  baiting  place. 


DlST/UTCB,  XV  XXUS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Zaroun 

2.  KinIrah 

3.  Si  wand 

4.   M  A  S  H  H  A  D-f  - 

xurohIb 
6.  KhIn-i-KiegXn. 

6.  Dih  BId 

7.  Hakashk 


15 
12 
15 
24 
15 
12 
14 


15 
27 
42 

66 
81 
93 

107 


y  Vide  Route  No  385. 


The  road  leaves  the  satai  N.N.W.,  and 
continues  in  this  direction  for  7  miles,  over  open 
easy  country  practicable  for  cavalry  and  artil- 
lery, and  very  gradually  ascending  to  the  Gardan* 
i-Goshti.  It  is  then  level  for  1  mile,  and  then  descends  by  easy  stony  gradient  to  Goshti. 
Here  remains  of  an  old  serai  with  water.  No  supplies.  Forage  and  fuel  scarce.  From  this 
the  road  descends  the  defile  of  Tang-i-Hanashk  by  very  easy  gradient  for  6  miles  o  Hanashk, 
where  there  is  good  water.  Plenty  of  fuel  from  bushes ;  very  little  forage,  and  a  good  site 
for  camp  of  a  force.    No  other  water  on  road. 

8.  Hard! 


18 


an  abumbar,  where  there  is  water,  and 


125 


9.  Abark6h 


10.  Dih-i-Sh1r 


8 


36 


133 


The  road  goes  N.N.W.  for  4  miles  to 
north  mouth  of  defile,  which,  however,  it  leaves 
at  Hanashk,  going  -along  the  east  side  above. 
It  is  good  for  artillery.  From  this  is  5  miles  to 
where  a  small  party  could  halt.  Road  excellent. 
Thence  for  3  miles  the  road  descends  almost  imperceptibly,  and,  after  crossing  a  drainage  bed 
from  the  west,  ascends  as  gradually  to  Hardi.  Road  excellent.  Here  water  plentiful ;  fuel, 
forage,  supplies  scarce. 

The  road  is  quite  level  over  plain  due  north, 
intersected  by  numerous  old  ana  new  kanats. 
Here  all  supplies  and  water  procurable.  Fuel 
scarce. 

The  road  is  over  a  level  plain  the  whole  way 
on  a  bearing  of  50°.  At  4  miles  pass  village  of 
Shamsabad,  which  would  be  a  better  division,  as 
water-supplies  are  procurable.  Then  over  a 
barren  plain  for  4  miles  to  a  ruined  fort,  empty,  where  water  is  procurable  sometimes  ;  then  for 
18  miles  over  plain,  salt  in  places,  sandy  in  other,  but  generally  gravel.  Here  is  an  old  fort, 
Kala  Sdrkh,  where  a  halt  could  be  made,  as  there  is  a  good  abumbar,  but  no  supplies,  and 
it  is  an  unsafe  spot.  Then  on  4  miles  to  another  abumbar  fed  from  the  last.  Here  a  little 
coarse  grass  appears,  and  the  road  comes  to  commencement  of  the  cultivation  of  Deh-i-Shfr. 


169 


11.  AliXbXd 


17 


186 


The  road  goes  29°  for  4  miles,  ascending  imper- 
ceptibly over  gravel  to  ruined  fort  on  east.  Duct 
of  good  water  whole  way  by  ridge  of  road ;  then 
on  for  11 J  miles  to  hamlet  of  Shahnastun.  Cul- 
tivation and  gardens.  At  \  mile  beyond  enter  hills,  turn  45°,  ascent  easy,  gradually  becoming 
more  stony  for  1J  miles,  when  there  is  a  steepish  ascent  over  shelving  slippery  rock,  which 
would  have  to  be  made  for  artillery ;  then  commences  ascent,  followed  by  200  yards  of  level. 
Then  ascend  easily  over  gravel  to  commencement  of  cultivation  of  Darashk  for  \  mile.  The 
hills  on  either  side  open  and  practicable.    Then  the  road  winds  round  the  hills,  going  up  and 
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Route  No.  342 — contd. 
Shirdz  to  Yazd—oontd. 


Dxaxuroa,  nr  xzun. 

# 

8tage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description.  Ac. 

down  by  easy  gradients  for  J  mile  to  village  of  Darashk ;  £  mile  after  leaving  this,  the  road 
turns  more  north,  and  is  pretty  level  for  1  mile,  when  the  ascent  of  Qardan  Ahib&d  commences 
and  continues  for  l£  miles ;  the  last  a  little  steeper,  but  not  difficult.  There  are  high*rugged 
hills  on  both  sides,  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  crown.  Then  descend  easily  for  300  yard*, 
and  then  gradually  winding  round  hills  to  Aliabad  5  miles. 


12.  Taft 


23 


209 


The  road  descends  the  valley  very  gradually 
the  whole  way,  the  genera]  direction  being 
W.N.W.  At3f  miles  a  hamlet  close  on  right, 
trees,  water,  and  three  small  villages  2  milts 
on  left.  At  9  miles  a  road  to  left  over  hill,  to  Sanich.  At  12  regular  road  on  Sanich  join* 
for  left.  At  14}  miles  enter  fields  of  Farasha,  and  continue  through  valley  for  |  mile.  At 
18  miles  road  from  Dih-i-Dalor  joins  on  left.  At  18}  enter  commencement  of  Taft.  and 
continue  through  valley  for  3  miles  to  the  B&gh-i-Sad.  The  valley  near  Aliabad  is  5  mita 
wide,  and  continues  from  this  to  3  miles,  for  12  miles,  when  it  begins  to  narrow  gradually,  till 
at  2  miles  from  Farasha  it  narrows  to  a  defile,  and  continues  so  till  the  commencement  of  the 
Taft  cultivation,  when  the  hills  recede  again,  leaving  a  valley  some  miles  wide.  Water  and 
all  supplies  abundant. 

13.  Yazd 


miles  pass  Hnsaini  off 


12 


221 


The  road  is  quite  level  and  good  the  whole  way ; 
at  first  for   1 J  miles  through  cultivation ;  th>*g 
the  hills  begin  to  recede,  and  in  the  end  the-* 
being  only  a  low  detached  hill  on  left.    At  2 
eft ;  3  miles  Mubarakah  on  right ;  and  at  4  miles  Cham  on  left.    Tl»e 
road  goes  over  an  open  stony  plain  for  4  miles  to  fiagh-i-Narfr,#  whence  it  goes  through 
cultivation  and  gardens  and  valley  of  Aristan  all  the  way  in. 


Authority.— MacGrbgor. 


Route  No.  343. 

Shiraz  to  Yazd. 


Stage  or  haltteg  place. 


DWTljrCE,   IV  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


2.  Mas  had-  i  - 
MubghXb. 

3.  Baonat 

4.  Bahd»i<&hib1z... 

6.  ChXh  IsmahlIJ... 
4.  Masba 

7.  Saniis 
a  Taft 

9.  Yazd 


Vide  No.  385. 


The  road  joins  the  Aliabad  road  2  miles  west  of 
Korasha. 


]  Vide  Route  No.  342. 


as 


•  Nadir  (f). 


403 
SHTJSTAR. 

Lat.  32°  Of  0* ;  Long.  48"  59'  O.9 

The  capital  of   Khuzistan,  situated     on     tbe  right  bank  of    the   Karun 
riTer^  170  miles  south-west  of  Isfahan.     Shustar  is  situated  at  the   foot 
of    a    low    range  of    sandhills,    called   Kuh-i-Fedalak,    running  parallel 
with  the  great  Bakhtiari    chain,  and  about   18  miles  distant  from  it. 
The  river   Karun,  immediately    above    the   town,    is  divided   into   two 
branches ;  that  to  the  north  is  the  original  channel  of  the  river ;  the  other  is 
the  celebrated  Nahr-i-Masrukan,  or  the  artificial  canal,  now  called  the  Ab-i- 
Oargar.      The  river  is  crossed  by  an  ancient  bridge  at  the  south-west 
extremity  of  the  town,  about  800  yards.     The  town   is  surrounded  by  the 
Ab-i-Oargar,  the  river  Karun,  and  a  small  canal  connecting  the  two ;  these 
form  its  natural  defences.    The  old  walls  are  in  ruins.     On  a  bluff  hill  of 
sandstone  rock,  rising  boldly  from  the   river  to  a  considerable  elevation, 
150   yards  north-east  of  the  bridge,  stands  the  castle :  on  one  side  alone  it 
is  defended  by  the  river.     The  high  ground  rapidly  falls  to  the  level  of  the 
city,  and   the   castle   itself  is    commanded  by   higher   positions.     It  is 
consequently  a  place  of   no   strength,  and  would  be  incapable  of  defence, 
even  against  a  Persian  army,  supposing  the  town   to   have  fallen  into  the 
enemy's  hands.     The  town  is  surrounded  on  its  whole  circuit   by  a  wall 
of  un burnt  bricks,  flanked  by  semi-circular  towers.    These  says,  Layard, 
are  in  a  dilapidated  state,  and  unprovided  with  any  defence.  Colonel  Holland, 
however,   is   of  opinion   that  the  town   might   be   rendered   sufficiently 
strong  to   resist  any  but  a  well  appoiuted  European  army.     In  the  centre 
of  the  castle  there  is  a  large  and  substantially  built  house,  which  serves  as 
the  residence  of  the   governor.     The  rock  on  which  the  castle  stands'  has 
been  perforated,  and  a  subterranean  canal  is  carried  through  it.     Several 
shafts  having  been  dug  down  to  this  canal,  it,  together  with  the  river, 
supplies  the  interior  of  the  building  with  water.     The  houses  of  Shustar  are 
all  built  of  stone,  some    of  them  being  five  storeys  high.      To    defend 
themselves  from  the  heat  of  the  summer,  the  inhabitants    have  '  sardabs/ 
some  of  which   are   60  feet  under  ground.     Shustar  is  divided  into  twelve 
'  roahalla'  or  quarters.     Some   of  them,  however,  are  almost  in   ruins. 
Its  population   is  certainly  not  more  than  8,000.     There  are  several  Arab 
tribes  considered   as  dependencies  of  Shustar  and    Dizful.    They  occupy 
the  plains  to   the  west  of  those  towns,  frequently  settle  in   small  villages, 
cultivate  corn,  barley,  and  rice,  and  tend  large  flocks  of  sheep.     They  have 
their  own   petty   Shekhs,   who  enjoy  an  almost  unlimited  authority  over 
them.    The  largest,  a  tribe   dependent  upon   Shus.ar,   is   the   Anafijah, 
occupying  the  right  bank  of  the   Karun,   below  the  Band-i-Kir.     Native 
boats  usually  unload  at    Hasamahad,  a  village   between  4  and  5  miles  from 
Shustar,  but  are  sometimes  taken  through  the  canal  to  the  town  itself. 

Shustar  produces  grain  of  all  description  in  abundance,  and  wauts  only 
encouragement  to  export  large  quantities  of  opium,  wool,  and  cotton.  Many 
efforts  have  indeed  been  made  to  commence  a  trade  on  a  larger  scale  than 
is  now  carried  on  ;  but,  checked  by  the  chilling  influence  of  Persian  rule, 
these  efforts  have  been  abortive. 

Close  to  the  hills,  watered  on  all  sides  by  the  river  and  canals,  numerous 
gardens  close  around.  Shustar  presents  a  most  pleasing  appearance,  and 
would  in  a  short  time,  with  proper  encouragement,  again  be  held  in  that 
estimation  it  was  formerly,  and  beoome  one  of  the  first  commercial  towns  in 
Persia. 
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Between  the  first  range  of  hills  under  which  the  town  is  Iwilt,  and  the 
second  from  whence  the  river  first  emerges,  is  the  plain  of  Akkilla,  watered 
by  the  river  and  numerous  canals,  and  presenting,  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
reach,  one  vast  cornfield,  studded  with  numerous  villages  and  date  ami 
orange  gardens.  In  it  are  also  the  remains  of  a  very  Urge  canal  cut 
from  the  river  near  the  second  range  of  hills,  and  which  even  now  is 
upwards  of  80  yards  broad.  This  was  carried  through  the  plain  to  th~ 
eastward  of  the  river,  irrigating  the  whole  country.  Modern  canals « ( 
great  extent  and  in  good  repair,  with  which  the  whole  plain  is  intersect**  1, 
serve  at  present  to  irrigate  the  country,  and  assist  Nature  in  rendering  this 
one  of  the  most  fertile  spots  in  the  whole  province. 

From  Shustar  to  the  interior  of  Persia  there  are  five  roads  practicable  f<»r 
heavily  laden  animals,  and  even  for  guns,  viz.y — 

(1)  by  Dizfdl  and  Khuramabad  to  Karmanshah  and  Hamadan ; 

(2)  direct  to  Isfahan  through  the  Bakhtiarf  coon  try  by  Gotwand  and  Baza  ft ; 

(3)  by  Kala  Tul  and  Felat  to  Kumishih  ; 

(4)  by  Behbahan  to  Felat  and  Kumishah ; 

(5)  by  Behbahan  to  Shiraz  through  the  Mamas^ni  country. 

The  position  of  Shustar  from  a  strategical  point  of  view  is  one  of  the 
utmost  importance. 


Route  No.  344. 

Sh<78Tar  to  BbhbahXk,  vid  Rait  Hormuz. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dikavci,  zv  MIUM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Bahi  Da6d 

2.  Naptha  Spbings 

3.  Kandak  stream 

4.  Bam  HobmGz   ... 


6.  Dab 


SCLTAHABAD 


7.  Zabzuv 


8,  BBHBAHl* 


••• 


••• 


24} 
20} 
13 
22} 


16 


16 


36 


45} 
58} 
81 


116 


132 


165 


>  Vide  Route  No.  341,  Shiraz  to  Shtistar 


The  road  for  the  first  10  miles  wind*  thrmicn  a 
range  of  small  hills,  then  enters  a  plain  lanra 
and  destitute  of  water. 

A  village  on  the  tributary  of  a  river  mh'A 
divides  the  valley  of  Ram  Hormdz  and  t:* 
lands  of  the  Al  Humism  from  those  of  ti* 
Persian  tribe  of  Albe  Kurd. 

A  large  village  with  gardens. 


A  village  containing  700  to  800  inhabitants. 


The  road  is  rough  and  stony.  At  10  milt*  a» 
a  range  of  hills  2  farsakhs  m  width,  but  sol 
high,  and  passable  for  artillery. 
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Authority. — Mackenzie. 


Route  No.  345. 

Sh(J8TAB  TO  BuKUjfED. 


8tafr«  orjba'tiug  place. 


Dutavcb.  IV  XILIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Kowzek,  or  Kovnak 

DlZPUL 


HUSNAIKH 


•  •  •■ 


P6l-i-Zar,    or    Ab-i- 
Zal. 

Bag  h-1-  Khan 

Jan-i-Dab 

Babaftar 

Khuramabad 

BrJBCJIRD 


21 
18 
25 


14 
14 
14 
14 
28 
35 


Total. 


39 
64 

78 
92 
106 
120 
148 
183 


Description,  kc. 


•  A  fall  account  of  the  route  between  Shtistar 
and  Burujfrd  will  be  found  under  the  head- 
ing "  Muhammarah  toKum,"  Eoote  No.  271 


Authority. — Wells. 


Route  No-  346- 

SetJSTAB.  TO  DlZFtJL,  vid  Ab-i-Bid. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distavcii,  IV  MUU. 


In*«*rtne- 
diute. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.   AB  1-BlD 


18J 


Direction  W.  by  N. 


There  are  two  roads  ;  the  northern  is  less  liable 
to  obstacles  caused  by  floods.  Wells  describe* 
it  ton*  :  Crossing  the  sandstone  and  conglomerate  ridge  which  hems  in  Shtiatar  on  the  N.E. 
and  N.,  we  traversed  an  open  rich  alluvial  plain  to  Ab-i- Bid.  The  road  crossed  two  or  three 
nalas,  which  would  be  awkward  in  flood,  but  would  soon  run  down.  The  plain  has  many 
villages,  and  is  pretty  universally  cultivated.  Here  the  Ilkhani  has  built  himself  a  fortified 
house,  which  he  inhabits  in  winter  months.  Corn  is  so  plentiful  that  our  bread  was  not 
charged  for,  nor  the  corn  for  our  horses  ;  and  yet  this  plain  is  tilled  in  the  most  slovenly 
manner  by  a  most  lazy  people.  Ab-i-Bfd  has  only,  say,  three  families  ;  but  supplies  are  plen- 
tiful, and  there  is  a  good  spring  of  sweet  water. 
The  road  is  fairly  level  throughout. 


2.  Dizrfo 


181 


37 


Direction  W. 

Six  very  etsyfarsakhs  of  level  ground,  crossing 
a  500  yards  wide  watercourse,  which  had  already 
run  down  and  become  dry.  There  are  low  hills  to  the  south,  and  bluffs  of  sandstone  to  the 
north  ;  but  they  both  die  out  before  Dizfdl  is  reached.   Near  the  latter  place  are  large  tracts 
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Route  No.  §±§—co*td. 
SMttar  to  Dizfil,  vid  Ab-i-Bid — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSYUTCl.  IV  XILI8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


of  ploughed  land  haunted  by  innumerable  cranes.  The  town  from  a  distance  looks  Eke 
Busnire,  as  it  stands  on  a  plain  somewhat  higher  than  the  right  bank  of  the  Dixfiil,  and  w 
appears  to  be  over  the  sea,  as  it  were. 

The  town  seems  cleaner  than  Shtistar.  There  is  no  opium  grown  here,  bat  a  large 
amount  of  indigo,  as  much  as  1,000  camel  loads  being  sent  inland  every  year.  Populatica 
about  20,000. 

From  Shdstar  runs  the  road  to  Shush,  the  ancient  Susa,  distant  about  15  miles.  The 
road  to  it  is  across  the  bridge,  which  consists  of  21  arches,  and  is  about  380  yards  in  length ; 
then  sharp  south,  and  parallel  to  the  river,  and  not  far  from  it.  Quitting  it,  where  it  tarn* 
east,  and  crossing  same  rising  ground,  reaches  the  plain  on  which  Susa  stands. 

For  an  account  of  the  southern  route,  vide  Route  No.  133,  "  Dizftil  to  Shnstar." 


Route  No,  347. 

Sh(jstar  to  Isfahan,  vid  Baz^jft. 
A  uthorify.— Mack  enzib*. 


DlftfAYCl, 

XV  KILIS. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 

GOTWABD 

10} 

•■• 

XiALI        •••                     ••• 

21 

31} 

ChalwXb                ... 

21 

62} 

Hauz-i-Nao 
ChIllau 

17| 
24 

70 
94 

This  route  for  some  months  is  closed  by  anov. 
and  is  sometimes  not  open  early  in  April! 

Ab-i-AvIbi 
BazAft 

21 

m 

115 
132} 

The  nomadic  tribes  take  this  road  as  they  mm* 
their  flocks  up  to  the  highlands  for  summer 
grazing. 

Pai-Chabbi 

21 

153| 

• 

Altjk£h,  or  Au-KtiH 

21 

174} 

Chat^cha              m. 

171 

192 

Kahy-i-Buxh 

171 

209} 

BlSTAGtiH 

17* 

227 

PUL-X-VlBOfac          ♦.. 

22} 

249} 

ISFAHAJI 

84 

258 

407 

SHUSTAB  TO   KARMiN3HAH. 

Fide  "  Dizful  to  Kannanshah." 


Authority. — Rawlinson. 


Route  No.  348. 

Sh<jstab  to  Mangasht. 


Stags  or  baiting  place. 


Diav&vci,  nr  mxlh. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  &o. 


1.  PxchistAjt 


•  •• 


•  •• 


2.  Shubash 


3.  Shaxbab 


4.  KhAb-i-Shutab- 

ZLr. 

5.  Tauiah 

6.  MahgXsht 


11 


••• 


10 


12 


12 


24 
32 


11 


21 


33 


45 


69 
101 


S.E.  The  road  crosses  the  Ab-i-Gargar 
by  a  bridge,  and  then  runs  along  a  broad  belt 
of  low  hills  of  sandstone  and  gypsum. 

S.E.  The  road  goes  over  the  same  des- 
cription of  country  as  the  former  stage.  The 
stream  at  this  place  is  brackish. 

S.E.  The  road  crosses  the  stream  at 
the  last  stage,  and  then  lays  along  a  valley 
between  sand-hills. 

S.  The  road  in  this  stage  deviates  to 
south  round  a  range  of  very  rugged  and  steep 
hills  called  Ktih-i-Asmarf. 
S.E.  The  road  skirts  the  KAh-i-Asmarf. 
The  road  goes  over  a  broken  country,  and  at  12 
miles  comes  to  the  Ab-i-Zard ;  it  then  goes  for  £ 
mile  alone  its  bank,  and  is  here  extremely  diffi- 
cult and  impracticable  for  artillery.  The  road 
then  enters  the  plain  of  Bagh-i -Malik  (whence  is  the  direct  road  to  Isfahan),  whence  it 
goes  over  a  very  hilly  and  uneven  country  for  20  miles  to  Mangasht.  The  ascent  to  the 
fort  is  exceedingly  steep ;  and,  as  it  is  scarped  all  round  to  the  depth  of  150'.  the  only 
means  of  access  is  along  a  narrow  and  rocky  shoulder,  where  the  scarp  lowers  to  601, 
where  it  may  be  climbed  with  some  difficulty. 


Eoute  No.  349. 

Sb^stab  to  MuhammarXh,  vid  Ahwaz. 
Authority. — Schixdleb  ;  Mackenzie. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAVCB, 

□muta. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total 

Description,  to. 


1.  BjUTD-I-KiB 


27 


27 


Lungal  on  the  right ;  passes  also  the  Arab 


Road  good.  Leaving  Shtistar  by  the  Laskar 
gate,  the  road  crosses  several  branches  of  the 
Dariun  canal,  and  after  that  numerous  other 
small  canals  by  bridges.  Passes  the  village  of 
camp  Bani  Hassan  Khan,  and  then  reaches  an 
old  canal,  which  contains  a  little  water,  and  flows  through  a  thick  cane  jungle.  Here  there 
are  a  few  mounds  and  heaps  of  rubbish.  The  second  part  of  the  march  is  over  a  barren 
waterless  desert.  Band-i-Klr  is  a  village  of  20  houses.  A  little  below  it  is  the  junction 
of  the  Gargar  and  8hutait,  arms  of  the  Kardn.  The  Dizful  river  joins  in  a  few  miles 
beyond  by  a  delta  several  miles  in  width.    At  Band-i-Kfr  there  Is  a  wretched  ferry-boat. 


64 


498 


Routs  No.  849 — contd. 
Sh&star  to  Muhammardk,  vid  Ahwdz—cortiA. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTAJTCX,  XV  MIL  KB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Animals  have  to  swim  over ;  and,  as  they  are  often  drowned,  most  caravans  prefer  to  erm 
to  the  left  bank  at  Shtistar.    The  Gargar  at  Bank-i-Kir  is  in  May  70  to  80  paces  vide 
and  very  deep,  with  a  current  of  1*62  miles  an  hour.    The  river  rises  considerably  in  spring, 
the  fall  by  October  amounting  to  25  feet. 
MacGregor  gives  the  distance  at  24  miles. 


2.  Ahwaz 


••» 


24} 


6H 


Road  good.  Follows  the  bank  of  the  Kanin  to 
Wais,  distant  rather  more  than  10  miles  from 
Band-i-Kir.  Wais  is  a  large  village,  near  which 
in  summer  extensive  camps  are  formed.  Numer- 
ous canals  and  dams  extend  in  a  southerly  direction.  There  used  formerly  to  be  a  paved 
chausste,  but  it  is  now  covered  by  a  thin  but  hard  crust  of  sand.  Five  miles  from  Wais  ar* 
the  remains  of  a  dam  of  massive  blocks  of  stone.  A  smaller  one  goes  all  the  way  to  Ah  wax. 
Four  miles  before  reaching  Ahwaz  large  mounds  of  rubbish,  with  much  broken  pott  err, 
are  passed.  Ahwfa  contains  about  40  or  50  families,  and  is  in  a  tumble-down  state.  There 
is  very  little  cultivation.  Sandstone  ranges  extend  from  here  in  an  easterly  direction 
towards  the  mountains  of  Ram  Hurmuz.  A  barrack  has  lately  been  commenced  on  tbe  ruin* 
of  the  old  fort.  Something  has  also  been  done  to  clear  the  canal,  which  enters  the  Karon 
opposite  Ahw&z. 

The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  Arabs,  subject  to  the  Chab  Shaikh.  Here  is  the  celebrated 
natural  band  of  Ahwaz,  which  closes  the  navigation  of  the  Kanin  river.  Supplies 
procurable  in  small  quantities.     Firewood  scarce,  but  water  excellent. 

The  fort  is  a  rectangle  of  200'  side  with  mud  walls  about  18'  high.    It  is  of  no  strength. 


3.  Auaibah 


«•• 


10 


61} 


Road  very  good  along  the  left  bank  of  tbe 
Kanin.  A  few  miles  before  reaching  Amain'* 
several  mounds,  50*  in  height,  are  pasted. 
Amairah  is  a  large  village,  with  a  custom -hoo«e 

on  the  river  bank  and  a  ferry,  where  a  crossing  can  be  made  to  the  Muhaxninarah  batk. 

shortening  the  distance  by  4  farsakhs  ;  but  there  is  no  village  beyond  Amairah,  aod,  if  tlu* 

road  is  taken,  it  necessitates  camping  out  in  the  open  for  one  night. 


4.  Samaznia 


••• 


6.  Ali  Bu  Hu8ain  ... 


6.  Sablah 


7.  MuhammahJlh   ... 


17* 


20 


12 


18 


78 J  t  Three  miles  after  leaving  Ahwaz  tbe  road  qnitt 
the  river,  and  does  not  strike  it  again  on  til 
Samaznia,  a  village  of  3<>0  houses. 

98$  The  road  leads  across  the  desert,  following  tbe 
banks  of  the  river ;  the  distance  is  <-0  miles.  A 
deserted  village  with  a  celebrated  shrine. 
110}  The  road  auits  the  river  on  starting,  and  doe* 
not  regain  it  for  6  miles;  it  then  fallows  it 
through  an  undulating  country.  Sablah  is  <m 
the  Kartin  river  ferrv. 


128} 


A  port  on  the  Kanin. 


If  preferred,  animals  can  be  swum  across  to  the  right  bank  at  Anairah,tbns 
saving  some  12  miles  of  road;  but  there  are  no  villages  or  supplies  aloes* 
the  right  bank.  See  also  routes  from  Muhammardh  to  Kum  and  Shustar. 
Schindler's  account  of  the  route  from  Amairah  differ  somewhat  from  the 
above.     His  route  was  as  follows : — 


4.  Samiznia 


17 


78J 


Road  good.  Crosses  4  sandstone  ridges,  V*  to 
25'  in  height,  which  run  parallel  to  thoat 
at  Ahw&z.  At  6£  miles  the  village  of  Moris. 
At  Samaznia  (formerly  Ismailia),  a  small  viDa|t 


«=r 


499 


Route  No.  349 — cone  Id. 
Bh&tlar  to  Muhammar&h,  via  AAwdz—concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dmuroi,  tv  xxlis. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  fte. 


of  7  or  8  families,  the  Kanin  is  very  broad,  bat  very  shallow.   A  canal,  now  dry,  leads  thence 
S.E.  to  Dorak. 


6.  Kut-i-Khowaik... 


20 


98J 


Road  good.  Noticed  on  the  road  three  mounds, 
5  or  6  feet    high,    in  a  line  doe  N.  and   S., 
which  had  apparently  been  owed  as  landmarks. 
At  Kut-i-Khowain  the  ruins  of  a  tower  on  the  river. 


6.  MAjuh> 


14 


112* 


Road  £ood.    After  9  miles  the  road  crosses  the 
Samazma    canal,  and  passes    some  mounds  of 
dSbri* ;    5  miles  beyond  it  reaches  the  Maied 
canal,  which  is  navigable  for  a  few  miles,  and  beside  it  the  dam  Sidd-i-Suliman 


7.  MuhammakIh 


•«. 


13 


125* 


Road  good.    Cross  the  Mared  canal,  and  conti- 
nue along  the  left  bank  of  the  Kanin  till  opposite 
the  custom-house  of  Muhammarah.    Here  cross 
the  river,  and  continue  through  date  groves  to  the  town. 

N.B. — The  journey  from  Amairah  to  Muhammarah  is  generally  performed  by  boat 
tailing,  the  distance  can  be  done  in  37  hours ;  the  return  journey  taking  from  five  to  nine 
days,  owing  to  the  strength  of  the  current.  The  return  journey  is  accomplished  by  steamer 
in  30  hours.    The  places  passed  between  Amairah  and  Muhammarah  are  the  following  :— 


Right  bank. 


TJmmut-Temr. 

Maktua, 

Mallihan. 

Saba. 

Tomb  Rab-Wali. 

Custom-house  of  Muhammarah. 

Moran. 


Left  bank. 


Beraik. 

Farsiat. 

Samaznia. 

Idrisai. 

Tomb  Ali-bu-Husain. 

Ruin  Knt-i-Khowain. 

Sable. 


]  n  summer  there  are  also  numerous  Arab  camps  on  both  banks. 


Route  No.  350- 

SHtJSTAR  to  SHfaiz,  vid  Ahwaz  and  Behbahax. 
Authority.*— Wells. 


DtSTUrCB,  XV  KXLIB. 

Stags  or  halting  place. 

• 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  «Ac 

1.  BisD-i«Kf&      ... 

25 

••• 

Direction  S. 

The  road  goes  over  level  ground.  Near  Shustnr 
the  few  cultivated  fields  show  what  could  be* 
done    if  this  country    were  inhabited    by  an 

500 


Routi  No.  3bQ—contd. 
Shustar  to  S/tirdz,  vid  Ahwaz  and  Bekbdidtt—contd. 


a^==«      i 

DiRivoi,  nr  kzlm. 

Stage  or  halting  plane. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  to» 

industrious  people.  The  alluvial  plain  would  be  impassable  after  rain,  the  soil  is  so  deep  and 
clayey.  Here  and  there  are  large  patches  of  jungle.  Band-i-Kir  iB  on  the  point  ox  land 
dividing  the  Kaisar  Band  or  Gargar  stream,  which  is  diverted  from  the  Karon  above  tl* 
castle  at  Shustar,  and  the  Shatait  or  Karun  Proper.  The  Dizful  river  also  falls  in  just 
opposite  (cross  the  first  of  these  three,  so  as  to  get  on  to  the  left  bank  of  the  combined  riw. 
on  which  bank  Ahwaz  stands).  This  ferrying  may  be  avoided  by  leaving  Shustar  by  tbe 
Pul-i-Belati,  or  east  gate,  and  keeping  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Kaiser  Band  or  Gaidar 
stream ;  but  this  would  make  it  three  days'  journey  to  Ahwaz  instead  of  two.  Band-i-Kir 
has  about  80  Arab  inhabitants.    Supplies  plentiful. 


2.  AhwXz 


••• 


27 


place  with  about  300  Arabs. 


52 


The  Gargar,  50  yards  wide  and  vary  deep*  has 
first  to  be  crossed  by  boat.    The  road  theno*  is 
level  and  good.    It  goes  through  the  Arab  vil- 
lage of  Wais  (17  miles).    Ahwaz  is  a  miaerabW 
The  climate  is  comparatively  cool  here. 


3.  Camp  (E.  of 

Shakhs  marsh). 


27 


79 


Across  the  trackless  plain  of  Bam  Hurmux,  and 
following  for  many  miles  the  base  of  the  sand- 
stone hills  that  trend  away  S.  E.  The  country 
here  is  very  fertile.  No  artificial  irrigation  u 
required.  The  Arabs  till  the  soil  enough  for  their  own  wants,  and  no  more.  They  mi* 
notorious  robbers.  At  the  end  of  the  march  cross  the  large  march  of  Shakhe.  Camping- 
ground  on  the  sandhills  to  the  east  of  it. 


4.  Camp    (near    Mib 
BachchX). 


24 


103 


Direction  E. 

The  road  is  easy,  but  no  longer  level.  To  th* 
north  and  east  the  ground  is  undulating ;  th- 
way  (there  is  no  track)  soon  meets  the  Gc«j» ! 
river  as  it  meanders  slowly  between  mud  banks  18'  in  height.  It  has  a  taste  of  naptht 
and  is  the  same  brackish  water  that  is  found  in  the  marsh,  which  in  fact  is  fed  by  it.  Or 
the  banks  of  the  stream  are  the  "  Bowie  "  tribe's  summer  grounds.  There  are  n&*  if 
cultivation.  The  Gopal  showed  marks  of  flood  6'  higher  than  its  normal  leveL  ltvv 
.W  broad  and  3'  deep  when  crossed.  The  road,  for  a  track  has  commenced,  leads 
through  marly  and  gypsum  hills  to  a  raised  plain,  and  the  head  waters  of  one  of  th» 
branches  of  the  Gopal  is  crossed.  The  way  is  along  the  plain  to  the  village  of  Mir  Btchcht 
which  is  situated  on  a  "  teppe  " ;  ther.ee  the  plain  slopes  gently  down  to  Ham  Hurmux.  Wf 
halt  half  way  down.  Samples  of  the  naptha  from  the  well  on  the  road  to  Shustar  fthifwx 
on  St.  John's  map  was  examined,  and  proved  to  be  excellent.  There  is  not  much  of  it  tt»i 
say,  and  the  spring  has  been  known  to  fail  entirely  after  catching  fire.  The  water  here  ii 
slightly  brackish. 


5.  BdstamabXd 


••• 


14 


117 


Direction  E.  by  S.  There  is  no  road  as  w? 
are  avoiding  Ram  Hurmuz.  We  waded  alee* 
through  flooded  paddy  fields,  part  a  vill.*^ 
named  Pilip  to  another  named  Rustam&ohV- 
Luckily  the  sun  came  out  at  3  p.m.,  and  we  were  able  to  get  a  few  clothes  dried.  The  peoc  J 
here  are  a  colony  of  Kohgelu  Lure,  who  have  migrated  hither  from  Behbehan. 


6.  Camp    (near     Jai- 
zdn). 

broad  open  valley  of  the 


19  136       Direction  E.  by  S. 

Just  outside  Rustam&b&d  cross  a  stream 
the  Shura— insignificant   except  in  flood  tiww 
The  road,  going  slightly  south  by  east,  entm  tat 
Kardistan  river,  bounded  on  the  south   by  a  low  range  of  hflls  i»4 


601 


Routs  No.  850— could. 
Shuttdr  to  Shird*,  vid  Ahwdz  and  BekbdAdn—contd. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Dibtajtck,  or  mua. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  4c 


shown  on  Si.  John's  map,  and  on  the  north  by  a  lofty  range.  We  are  marching  up-stream, 
and  2  miles  parallel  to  and  north  of  it,  bo  have  to  cross  the  deep  out  courses  of  many 
mountain  torrents.  There  sides  could  be  ramped  for  the  passage  of  wheeled  vehicles.  Six 
and  one  quarter  miles  (two  fartakks)  from  Rustamabad  is  Sultanabid,  a  small  village  with  a 
few  date  palms  and  some  bean  cultivation.  The  valley  is  here  about  4i  miles  broad,  and  the 
river  only  Ik  miles  to  south.  A  few  miles  further  on  the  road  comes  right  to  its  bank. 
There  are  large  quantities  of  konar  trees  in  the  plain,  and  aspens  along  the  river  side.  This 
would  be  a  fertile  spot  if  it  had  a  settled  population.  After  passing  the  fourth  torrent  at 
right  angles  to  the  road,  we  come  on  some  cultivated  ground,  and  halt. 


7.  DIh-Kobaisxh 


25 


161 


Direction  E.  About  4  miles  east  of  Jaizun 
the  valley  narrows  considerably,  and  the  road, 
no  longer  able  to  follow  the  river,  strikes  across 
the  spur  from  the  mountains,  which  spur  here 
closes  the  valley.  The  road,  though  rough/could  easily  be  knocked  into  shape,  having  no 
steep  gradients,  and  the  rocks  mostly  being  conglomerate.  From  the  north-east  side  of  the 
spur  a  fine  view  of  the  Behbehan  plain  is  gained.  The  town  is  in  the  middle-distance,  with  a 
fine  range  of  mountains  to  the  north,  with  their  snowy  caps  bounding  the  view  in  that 
direction.  A  low  range  of  hills  to  the  south  divides  the  plains  of  Behbehan  from  that 
which  runs  down  to  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  turns  the  river  Jalahi  west  into  the  valley,  up 
which  we  have  been  travelling.  On  the  left  the  road  from  Potek  is  seen,  with  the  plain  on 
that  side  a  deep  green  from  konar  clumps.  St.  John's  map  shows  the  Potek  road  as  joining 
at  Kai-Kaus ;  but  this  is  incorrect.  There  is  no  such  place  on  the  Bam  Hurmuz  road.  Koraiseh 
has  only  about  15  inhabitants. 


8.  BshbIhXn 


••• 


11 


172 


Direction  E.  A  stream  from  the  direction 
of  north  has  first  to  be  crossed,  and  3  miles 
from  camp  the  river  Jar&hi  itself  forms  a  for- 
midable obstacle.  From  bank  to  bank  it  is  70 
yards  wide,  and  in  flood  would  be  at  least  6  feet  deep  ;  it  is  a  rapid  stream,  and  even  when 
only  45  yards  wide  is  only  fordable  by  strong  men,  being  up  to  the  hones'  girths.  In 
spring  it  would  be  a  nasty  flood  to  pass.  Fine  cover  of  tamarisk  and  oleander  marks  its 
course,  whilst  beyond  palm  groves,  villages  and  cultivated  ground  present  an  unwonted  scene 
of  prosperity  and  security  for  this  part  of  Persia.    The  rest  of  the  road  easy  and  level. 

The  town  has  practically  no  walls  ;  the  population  is  between  four  and  five  thousand  ; 
it  seems  thinly  peopled  and  tumbledown,  yet  delightfully  clean  compared  with  Dizfnl  and 
Shustar.  The  water-supply  is  poor.  Water  has  to  be  stored  in  ab-umbars  or  subterranean 
chambers  for  summer  use.    There  is  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  a  few  guns  here. 


9.  KhajbIbId  biybb 


15 


187 


Direction  E.  Road  goes  east  across  the  plain 
of  Behb&han  and  into  the  low  hills  that 
divide  the  basin  of  the  Khairabad  river  from 
that  of  the  Jarahi.    Camp  near  the  river,  which 

iit  30  yards  wide  and  easily  fordable,  though  in  spring  it  would  be  a   formidable  obstacle, 

being  rapid  with  a  stony  bed.    The  road  is  easy  with  a  slight  ascent. 

10.  Do»Gukbaz1n  ...  274        214J       Direction   S.E.    The    road   commences    well 

—gradually  ascends  to  the  plain  of  Lishtar, 
4  miles  wide  by  10  miles  long — a  grand  pas- 
ture. Even  at  this  season  there  is  grass,  and  the 
evergreen  hm6r$  give  shade,  whilst  the  Shams-ul-Arab  stream,  which  bounds  it  on  the  south- 
east, supplies  good  water.  The  above-named  stream  is  small,  except  in  time  of  flood.  After 
crossing  it  we  enter  rounded  gypsum  hills,  and  are  amongst  them  for  4  miles  of  road ;  after 
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Route  No.  350— tontd. 
SAusfdr  to  Shirdz,  via  Ahwdz  and  Behbahdn—contiL 


Stage  or'.hAltlBg  place. 


DlRAVOB,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
dUt«. 


Total. 


I 


Description,  4c 


which,  crossing  the  water  parting  between  Shams-ul-Arab  and  the  Do-Gumbaxan  strero 
(altitude  2,480'),  the  road  becomes  level  with  hills  on  either  side.  That  of  Shah- Boh  os 
the  right  front  is  remarkable  in  shape.  The  mountain  on  the  left,  marked  on  the  map  as 
Kuh-i-Kuma,  but  known  as  Kuh-i-Dil,  must  be  at  least  10,000'  in  height.  They  say  the 
stream  from  this  plain  is  lost  in  a  marsh.  The  water  from  the  snows  of  Kuh-i-Dil  xbopiIv 
goes  down  the  Shams-ul-Atab.  At  Do-Gumbazan  is  a  ruined  caravanserai  and  a  small 
village,  the  first  we  have  seen  since  Behbehan. 


11.  Basht 


25 


239| 


ti 


Direction  N.E.  From  Do-Gumbazan 
Basht  (altitude  2,730').  3/ar#ai'k  there  is  a 
gentle  descent  over  a  plain  showing  marks  «if 
once  having  been  well  peopled,  though  now  tw 
tents  are  seen  A  little  cultivation.  Great  slabs  of  almost  perpendicular  limestone  ri«e  fr  >ra 
it,  and  form  it,  and  form  the  south  of  the  Kuh-i-Dil.  The  road  runs  to  the  N.E.,  a-«I 
turns  the  ea*t  end  of  the  mountain  without  much  difficulty  by  threading  between  the  k».i\- 
edges  of  the  remarkable  limestone  formation,  and  ascending  a  slight  kotal  called  the  Ta^. 
i-Narik  (altitude  3.230').  To  the  east  of  the  mountain  the  country  is  quite  parkliv- 
with  the  oaks,  which  have  again  appeared.  On  nearing  Basht  the  road  was  so  bad,  follow  :~- 
a  zigzag  for  1J  miles,  that  we  had  often  to  dismount ;  but  a  better  track  exist*.  The  «lj:. 
stone  fort  of  Basht  would  hold  70  men.  There  is  a  permanent  garrison.  At  Basht  i*  a  fin* 
open  valley  running  W.  by  N.  to  E.  by  S.  with  a  small  stream  capable  of  becom«n  - 
an  awkward  flood.  This  in  its  normal  condition  trickles  over  a  stony  bed  down  the  centra 
of  the  valley.  The  people  (there  are  only  about  100)  are  at  feud  with  all  their  neighbuc-v 
and  never  dare  wander  out  of  sight  of  home.  Large  clumps  of  wild  myrtle  dot  the  piain. 
A  road  goes  from  here  to  Mian  Kotal,  and  is  reported  to  be  good.  The  snowy  peak*  abm? 
Dasht-i-Arjin  were  visible  from  Do-Gumbazan. 


12.  Tal-Espid  (?) ... 


18 


257} 


Direction    E.  by  S.    From  Basht    the  r  a! 
leads  down  and  across  the  valter.  past  nuns  ft!  • 
evidently   sites  of   ancient  fortih«\l  place*   a->i 
enters  the  low   hill*  on  the  N.W. ;  it  aaceoi* 
only  to  descend  again,  so  as  to  hit  off  a  watercourse,  which  must  be  occupied  by  s 
considerable  torrent  at  times.    Thence  through  a  parklike  v alloy  with  fine  oaks.    At    :!** 
head  of  this  is  the  first  serious  obstacle  to  wheeled  vehicles  since  Behb&han,  viz.,  the  Guzicju 
i idge,  which  is  of  limestone  rocks.     The  ascent,  coming  from  the  west,  is  nothing,  but   iv 
descent  of  half  a  mile  into  the  Chal-f-Mor6h  plain  is  steep,  rough,  and  difficult.    The    virv 
from  the    Guzinjan    ridge    (altitude  2,780')   is  fine.    The    Chal-t-Mor£h   valley,  ahs<«t 
perfectly  flat,  has  its  alluvial  soil  standing  level  up  against  the  stony   hills.    A  narrr* 
gorge  admits  the  river,  which  meanders  from  the  N.E.,  escaping    by  an  equally  narr  v 
gorge  to  the  W.    The  plain  extends  to  the  E.,  like  an  arm  of  the   sea,  the  alugvSS 
stream  of  the  Sar-ab-f-Siah  draining  this  arm,  and  falling  into  the  main  stream  2  mve* 
from  the  ridge.    The  fords  of  the  main  river  and  that  of  the  Sar-ab-i-Siah  are  easy.    That  U 
the  latter  is  just  above  where  a  remarkable  mound,  evidently  artificial,  is  now  crowned  by  a 
ruined   mosque.      The  mound    is    circular     in     shape,    has    4tf   of  steep  scarp,  and  ?' 
diameter.    The  Sar-ab-f-Siih  evidently  was  formerly  led  round  the  E.  side  of  tho  moond  * 
well  as  the  W.,  and  wet  ditch  was  thus  secured ;    but  now  there  is  only  water  on  the  W. 
altitude  of  Tal-Espid,  2,830^.     Tal-Espid  plain  is  similar  to  that  of  ChaU-Mareh    n 
character— only  more  circular  than  oblong,  which  is  the  shape  of  the  former.     One's  attent>ai 
is  attracted  by  the  square  mud  towers  of  the  Lur  inhabitants,  all  placed  on  artificial  doqiu 
commanding  the  tents  or  huts  at  their  feet.    These  Lur  people  stay  here  all  the  rmi 
round,  but  prefer  not  to  build  houses  for  fear  of  the  tax-gatherer  getting  a  firmer  fcotl  of 
them  by  means  of  their  fixed  residences. 
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Routb  No.  850— contd. 
Shu* far  to  SHrdz,  vid  Ahwdz  and  Behbdkdn—<s<miA. 


Staff  or  baiting  plsoe. 


DlStAWCS, 

nrmxjM. 

iDttrnift- 
diAte. 

ToUL 

Description,  Ac. 


13.  PoL-1-MfJET 


From  Tal-Espid  to  Kazertin  there  is  a  road  down  the  valley  of  the  Shahpux  river  (vid* 
Route  No.  332,  Shiraz  to  Hindian).  The  stages  as  given  us  are  these-: — From  Tal-Espid  to 
Nuradabad,  3  fartakh* ;  from  Nuradabad  to  Nodun,  7  farsakh* ;  from  Nodun  to 
Ka/erun,  6  farsakhs  ;  or  from  Nodun  to  Mian  Kotal,  6  farsakhs.  This  Tel-Espid  plain 
is  watered  by  the  Fahliun  river,  as  I  prefer  to  call  it  (after  the  principal  village  and  tribe  of 
the  Tel-Espid  plain).  It  is  shown  as  Ab-i-Shur  in  St.  John's  map,  and  as  the  Kndian  river  and 
Tang-i-Khast  or  Shashpir  on  my  sketch.  Rice  fields  seem  to  absorb  the  whole  of  the  rapid 
stream,  for  not  a  drop  could  we  see  in  the  watercourse  which  leads  from  the  plain  to  the 
Fouth-west ;  but  numerous  irrigation  channels  were  to  be  traced,  notably  the  one  leading  to  the 
head  of  the  Sar-ab-Siah  valley. 

16  273  J  Follow  the  Tel-Espid  plain  to  N.E.,  straight 
to  a  steep  rugged  kotal  (altitude  3,830').  Ob. 
viously  there  must  be  a  better  line  for  a  read 
where  the  river  enters  the  plain.  Having  des- 
cended the  other  side  of  the  kotal  .reach  the  river  again,  and  2  miles  further  up-stream  the 
foot  of  the  precipitous  hill  named  Kala-Saffd,  from  the  white  colour  of  its  rocks,  and  its  being 
u*ed  as  a  stronghold  in  time  of  disturbance.  There  is  only  one  way  to  the  top,  and  that  no  easy 
one.  The  sides  are  scarps  of  perpendicular  rock.  This  hill  should  be  on  the  left  bank  ;  it  is 
marked  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  river  in  St.  John's  map.  Just  by  Kala-Saffd  the  Fahliun 
river  is  joined  by  the  Sul  stream  from  the  north,  the  main  stream  from  the  east  being  here 
called  the  Tang-i-Khast  river.  It  is  18  yards  wide  and  3'  deep,  flowing  very  rapidly. 
It  gets  the  name  of  the  Tang-i-Khast  stream  from  a  narrow  gorge,  through  which  it  flows. 
This  gorge  would  be  the  natural  direction  of  the  road  to  Shiraz ;  but  for  some  reason  the  Sul 
is  followed  in  its  north-easterly  direction,  and  along  it  a  very  rough  bit  of  country  is 
encountered. 

The  read  crossing  the  Sul  stream  no  less  than  four  times  in  3  miles,  and  is  bridged 
at  the  fifth  crossing  by  the  Pul-i-Mdrt  ("  Bridge  of  the  Myrtles  ").  At  this  Pul  we  rested 
for  the  night,  there  being  an  old  caravanserai. 

The  Pul-i-Murt  is  named  after  the  extraordinary  fine  myrtle  that  flourishes  in  groves 
near  at  hand  (altitude  of  Pul-i-Murt  3,630').  Oleander  and  wild  almond  too  flourish 
in  this  narrow  valley,  shut  in'  and  protected  as  it  is  from  winter  blasts.  The  people  on  this 
sides  of  Behbahan  are  totally  different  in  appearance  from  the  Bakhtiari,  the  fine-drawn  Arab, 
or  the  flat-faced  Kohgelu  Lurs  we  have  been  accustomed  to.  Here  the  Mamaseni  Lure  are 
the  finest-looking  men  1  have  seen  in  Persia.  They  have  a  handsome  Jewish  cast  of 
countenance,  with  very  aquiline  noses  and  long  beards ;  the  moustaches  drooping  and  lighter 
coloured ;  the  hair  also  light  brown ;  the  eyes  often  are  black,  but  sometimes  grey. 


14.  TAXO-i-Rr/DiXir... 


24} 


298 


From  Pul-i-Murt  follow  the  main  stream  of 
the  Sul  river  along  its  left  bank,  having  crossed 
to  that  side.  The  valley  is  pretty  and  well 
wooded,  though  narrow  and  steep  banked.  The 
road  could  be  made  very  good,  as  the  gradients  are  not  very  difficult.  Kioe  cultivation  is 
seen  near  the  water  wherever  the  valley  widens,  and  now  and  then  clumps  of  myrtle  appear. 
A  solitary  mill  is  the  only  habitation.  The  track,  leaving  the  head-quarters  of  the  sSal  or 
Sul,  turns  east  through  a  narrow  gorge  capable  of  carrying  a  good  road,  and  by  easy  gradients 
the  watershed  that  divides  us  from  the  plateau  of  Tang-i-Rudian  is  reached.  (Altitude  6,950'). 
Having  crossed  this,  the  descent  to  the  banks  of  the  Tang-i-Khast  or  Fahliun  river, 
which  here  is  called  the  Tang-i-Rudian  river,  is  easy  and  gentle.  We  are  now  on  an  extensive 
plateau,  hounded  on  the  north  by  the  Kuh-i-kum-Firuz,  on  the  south  by  the  lofty  range  that 
runs  west  from  Dasht-i-Arjin,  and  on  the  east  bv  the  Kuh-i-Barafi  of  Shiraz  and  the  Kuh-i- 
KelAt;  on  the  west  the  plateau  dies  out  in  the  hills  that  bound  the  Sul  river. 

The  village  of  Tang-i-Rudian  is  situated  at  the  bottom  of  a  narrow  valley  carved  out  of 
the  plateau  by  the  Fahliun  river,  which  is  here,  as  at  J£ala-8afid,  perfectly  sweet  (altitude 
5,400). 
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Route  No.  350 — concld. 
Shfatar  to  Shiraz,  via  Ahwdz  and  Behbdhdn— -concld. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DiRAiroB,  nr  xius. 


Interme- 
diate 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


15.  GOTTTM 


■»• 


24 


322 


Direction  S.E. 

Leave  the  fort  and  valley  of  Tang-i-1 

the  head-quarters  of  the  Duahman-Zeari  P    Lr-«. 

A.  steep  climb  of  60C  and  we  are  on  the  \rrA 
of  the  plafeau ;  200'  more,  and  we  cross'  a  ridge  that,  running  from  the  direction  rf 
Shiraz,  divides  the  plateau  in  two,  but  dies  out  here  at  Tang-i-Rudian.  From  the  smnm:t 
of  this  ridge  Adakhan  is  visible,  and  a  plain  dotted  very  sparsely  with  villages.  With  a 
settled  Government  this  would  be  a  rich  place  indeed.  Vines  are  grown  along  the  hill  side*, 
as  we  follow  the  northern  slope  of  the  ridge  to  where  the  plain  dies  out  at  a  village  nam*! 
Shul  (altitude  6,725').  The  people  are  not  the  men  that  the  Tel-Espid  plain  prodotf-L 
though  the j  belong  to  the  same  clan.  The  women,  however,  are  remarkably  pretty,  and  <i* 
not  cover  their  faces.  A  gentle  ascent  from  Shul  takes  you  to  the  watershed  dividing  tV 
basin  of  the  Fahliun  river  from  that  which  drains  into  the  Shiraz  valley.  This  watershed 
is  at  altitude  7,350'.    The  camp  at  Goyum  (altitude  5,750*),  a  Saiad  Village. 

Direction  S.E. 

Descend  gently,  passing  several  walled  Tillages 
and  the  gardens  of  Masjid-i-Bardi. 


16.  Shibaz 


21 


343 


SULAIMiNlA. 

Lat.  35°  33'  0" ;  Long.  45°  25'  0*. 

A  frontier  town  of  Turkey  in  Asia  on  the  road  between  Sahna  and  MocaL 
Very  important  from  its  position,  as  it  commands  routes  crossing  thr 
Persian  frontier  in  every  direction,  vide  Routes  Nos.  307,  308. 

The  town  is  a  miserable  place,  perfectly  open,  with  no  gates.  It  conUir* 
2,500  houses.  The  inhabitants,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  Jews  and 
Christians,  are  all  Sunis. 


Route  No.  351. 

SULAlViNfA  TO  KaBHAKShIh  BY  AHMAD  KuLwIn  (  THE  ScHAJoXn  Bo*dV 

Authority. — Rich. 


Stags  or  halting  place. 


DmurCK,  nr  mn. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Ghbbbadxh 
Doladbbizh 


•  f . 


■  •• 


Ahmad  Kulwa*    •• 


••• 


«•% 


••• 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


••• 


■•• 


••t 


See  Route  No.  353. 
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Rodtb  No.  351 — contd. 
Sitlaimdnia  to  Karmdnshdh  by  Ahmed  Kulirdn  [the  Schamidn  Road) — contd. 


DlSTAVCS,  DT  MIL18. 

Stage  or  hiking  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description.  Ac. 

SaonLaowa 
Palingan 
Kabuanshah          ... 

*•• 
•  f  • 

••• 

••• 
.  •  • 
•  •* 

6  hours  in  the  territory  of  Sahna.    A  valley  all 
the  way. 

5  hours'  continuation  of  the  valley. 

10  hours'  level. 

From  Ahmad  Kill  win  this  road  is  the  shortest 
and  most  level  of  all  those  which  lead  from 
Kurdistan  to  Karm&nshah.  It  runs  almost  the 
whole  way  through  a  defile  between  the  moun- 
tains. 

It  is  described  by  the  Kurds  as  the  most  con- 
venient for  the  passage  of  tribes,  baggage,  flocks, 

By  Banka  Khilan  and  ZohXb  (thb  Lower  Road). 


Dkbbbxt  Pa  bib  a    ... 


Gcba  Kalau 


B%nna  Khilan 


Zobab 


••• 


PlSHRON 


SfbadzaB 

Karind 

KarxanbhXh 


•  •• 


••• 


5  hours :  cross  the  Tangeru. 
4  hours.    Ruins. 
3  hours. 

10  hours,  viz.,  Herskel,  1  hour. 

JTnran,   2  hours. 

Serkala.  4  hours. 

Zohab,    3  hours* 
3  hours. 

3  hours. 

3  hours. 


There    is  a  road  connecting  Ahmad    Kulwin    with    Banna  Khil£n,  which 
runs  as  follows  :— 


ScbajC 


Banna  KhilXn 


••• 


••• 


••• 


•«• 


Suraju,  in  Sharizur,  6J  hours.   Road  hilly.  No 
high  mountains  to  cross. 

6J  hours.    The  first  part  of  the  road  in  the 

{)lain  of  Sharizur.  On  approaching  Banna  Khi- 
&n,  cross  a  mountain,  and  arrive  at  the  fort, 
where  the  Diy&la  receives  several  streams  from 
Kurdistan. 
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Route  No.  352 

SULAIMaNfA  TO   SAHNA,   via    PANJWfcf. 

Authority.-—  Gerard. 


Step  or  halting  place. 


Distajtci,  vx  iriLva. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac 


1.  Maha  KvlLs 

2.  PANJWfs 


21 
27 


48 


Vide  Route  No.  308. 

For  the  first  9  miles,  vide  Route  No.  308. 


At  18  miles  from  Pan j win  at  small  ravine,  fumed  off  to  left,  fording  the   Yabara,  w%$cx 
was  now  passable,  and   continued  along  the  slopes  over  riirht  bank  by  an  easier,  but  in  «-* 

part  artificial  and  somewhat  dangerous,  track  to  opposite  Tillage  of  Hasilyn,  where J 

to  left  bank  and  rejoined  former  road. 


8.  MubivIn 


••• 


18 


near  village  Ardana  at  south  side 


66 


General  direction  S.E.  Fire  or  six  Tufjan^Kj* 
accompanied  me.  Up  small  stream,  wM,i 
flows  through  village  for  a  mile,  5,OS<  1 ;  f - 
descend  another  small  stream,  emerging  3m!* 
of  Bimansuchai  valley,  which  is  here  4  miles  wide  and  fcV 
At  4  mifeB  cross  small  stream,  frontier ;  5  miles,  small  spur.  Deserted  fort,  Kala  Tapv  * 
miles;  2  miles  left  (north),  mined  fort  of  Mirawar ;  2  miles  further  north-east,  lame  *n-»w 
ranges,  Paizad  and  Barcarash,  to  east ;  8J  miles,  low  spur ;  and  at  10  miles  roads  divide — m**l 
one  to  Ahroman,*  2  days ;  the  east  one  to  Murivan ;  valley  marshy  ;  and  11  miles  head  taka. 
into  which  both  from  north  and  south  ends  the  streams  flow.  Said  to  bean  outlet  on  we*t  «idr 
but  could  perceive  no  gap  in  the  chain  mountains,  along  slopes  of  which  five  or  six  £air-«d*~J 
villages  are  dotted,  and  which  descend  almost  into  lake.  About  13  miles  a  track  branch**  off 
to  Ztf ,  3  hours.    Large  herd  of  cattle  and  lots  of  duck  on  lake,  which  is  rather  marshy  ratsd 


the  sides,  and  about  7£  miles  long  by  2$  at  widest  portion,  through  small  defile  tod  \n 
spur.   At  16  miles  skirt  rocky  slope  of  edge  of  lake,  and  reach  Murivan,  18  miles.    A  ssaT 
fort,  square,  with  flanking  bastions  and  8  field  guns,  is  here  close  to  village,  rather  a 
construction.    Lat  35°  31'  0" ;  Long.    46°  19'  zers  (f ;    Alt.  4,725'. 


4.  Shaikh  Attar 


••• 


21 


87 


General  direction  E.  Lovely  graxin^-crm 
throughout  these  valleys.  For  6  miles  *kr.-n  &v~ 
of  low  range  on  left  (north) ;  1  i  hours  to  nnrti  * 
village  called  Gul  Suzan  Salassi,  celebrated  for  its 
onions,  which  are  sent  to  Tihran.  Pass  couple  of  small  villages.  At  6  miles  descend,  eras* 
ing  brook  at  7  miles  ;  thence  over  spur  and  down  to  right  bank  of  Girdalan,  which  brey 
turns  through  gorge  due  south.  Mountains  here  descend  to  river-bank  ;  9  miles  pktnrepq  » 
brick  bridge,  3  arches,  so  dilapidated  as  to  be  fit  for  footmen  only  ;  very  high,  bold,  gramt*  c  * 
overhangs  it  on  north  ;  thence  skirt  up  valley  of  tributary,  the  main  stream  gmng  in  ai  !*,. 
miles  up  lovely  glen,  well  wooded,  with  brushwood  and  creepers.  At  15  miles  r*  ached  f»*  •  r 
Garan  pass,  5t50(y  zigzag  and  rooky  in  parts,  to  crest  16}  miles,  6,900';  thener  rkv 
of  a  perfect  sea  of  snow-peaks  to  the  front  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,— Sultan  Achn>-^  • 
north-east,  and  Sirkam  al  to  south,  being  about  the  most  prominent. f  Descent  •***•.'<■ 
to  17i  mile*,  6,000*;  thence  along  edge  of  smaJlstream,  with  a  little  ploueh,  to  SK  kl 
Attar,  20J  miles,  a  wretched  collection  of  about  20  poverty-stricken  hovels,  LaU  35*  35  ' 
N. ;  Lon.    4b*  35'  if  B. ;  Alt.  6,75<y. 


6.  Baxodab 


27 


114 


General  direction  E. 

Up  ravine,  north-east  of  north,  and  amend  tr 
1}  miles  to  6,125',  circling  round  aiO  on  «ac 
village;  thence  descend  by  brook  to  3  kV. 
near    where   strike    right     bank    of 


•  '•  AyroraAn." 
t  TfMS  and  throbs 


tntirdj  on  cast  tlopea. 
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stream,  which  here  turns  due  south,  and  skirt  up  its  right  hank  to  51,  where  cross.  A 
ford,  barely  passable  just  now,  and  road  strikes  off  south-east  over  hills  from  4th  mile  for 
Kalaju.  Cross  a  couple  of  tributaries.  At  7  miles  path  bears  off  north-east  for  Doissa,  7 
hours,  and  another  due  south  to  Kalaju,  about  11  miles,  and  a  second  at  12  miles  north- 
east to  Doissa.  Open  valley  to  north-east  with  much  plough  on  slopes,  which  are 
easy.  Artificial  mound  Kala  Nadir  Shah  in  gorge  here,  13  miles  over  low  spur,  descending 
into  valley  of  small  brook,  tributarv  of  Kalaju  river.  Over  another  spur,  6,85(/ 
descending  at  17  miles  into  a  new  valley  with  small  stream,  6,500' ;  were  token  need- 
lessly 1|  miles  up  glen  to  Dera  Khushkar  for  convenience  of  guides,  who  wished  a  relief, 
they  explaining  this  was  end  of  Murivan  district.  A  hang  Peak  due  south.  Followed  back 
down  one  and  np  another  stream,  and  over  saddle,  21  miles,  7,350* ;  descend  to  7,150', 
and  down  side  of  stream  south-east  to  25  miles,  whence  yon  tack  due  north  up  another 
glen  to  Barodar,  50  houses.    Lots  of  sheep  hereabouts.   Alt.  6,725'. 


6.  8ah*a 


30 


144 


General  direction  8.E.  Eoad  easy.  Retraced 
steps  2  miles  to  25th  mile  of  yesterday's  march. 
About  3  mile  stream  flows  south,  and  road  circles  to 
Mt,  and  ascends  course  of  another  stream,  ascend- 
ing by  spur  from  6,550'  to  7,300'  in  about  \  mile.  Thence  steepish  descent  into  bed 
of  stream  flowing  east,  6,925',  and  work  along  banks,  crossing  and  soon  after  reorossing 
to  left  bank  at  10  miles.  Here  road  to  Sahna  branches  off  south-west  up  valley  of  biggish 
tributary,  and  a  mill  and  some  other  signs  of  inhabitants  appear.  From  Dera  Khushkar 
it  had  been  wild  and  barren ;  sheep  only  signs  of  life;  12  miles  recross  to  right  bank,  and 
15  miles  stream  flows  east  under  Doissa,  a  village  of  200  houses,  whilst  road  bears  more 
south-east.  It  is  noticeable  that  this  stream  flows,  if  native  accounts,  which  were  rather 
mixed,  are  correct,  into  the  Kizil  Uzan.  which  falls  into  the  Caspian,  the  only  one  I  met 
with  that  did  so  in  mv  journey,  all  ethers,  except  the  few  flowing  into  Lake  Urmia, 
being  tributaries  of  the  Tigris  and  Kardn,  and  falling  into  the  Persian  Gulf.  A  high  range 
Kalawaya  to  north,  across  which  the  Sakuz*  road  leads. 

Another  Kala  Nadir  Shah,  \  mile  ea«t  of  road,  ascend  open  ground,  picturesque  Kalakan 
peaks  east,  2  miles  to  about  18  miles,  6,250' ;  descend  and  cross  a  new  brook  flowing 
east ;  at  20  miles  couple  of  villages,  and  at  23-24  miles  a  couple  more  brooks  which  join* 
jo>t  below,  and  on  tanks  of  which  are  some  gardens,  and  Arena  and  Nouera  villages 
higher  up.  Ascend  to  26  miles,  5,900' ;  then  open  cultivated  valley  and  gentle  descent  to 
Sahna.  High  peaks  of  Owada  and  Owada  Anga  to  west,  whose  spurs  fall  to  the  town.  High 
rang*  about  1<>,0oo'.  Dooshand  to  aouth-east  Lat.  35°  21' "  W. ;  Long.  47°  18'  (f  £. ;  Alt 
5,3(X/. 

For  troops  the  distance  might  be  divided  into  ten  stages,  «*.,— 

Nau  Dih  ...  ...  ... 

Mama  Kulan 

Dia 

Panjwfn 

Murivan 

Sheikh  Attar 

Kala  Nadir  Shah 

Barodar 

Doissa 

fi*hn» 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


«•• 


M» 


Miles. 

••• 

11 

•  *  . 

10 

... 

7 

«•» 

20 

•  •• 

18 

•  •• 

21 

••• 

12 

••• 

15 

••• 

15 

••• 

15 

Total 


144 


•  Or  "  Sakls.' 
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Ghebbadbh 

•  •• 

••• 

Left  Sulaimanieh  at  3-40  a.m..  and  took  t  • 
Giozeh  road  as  being  the  easiest  to  pass  thr  char 
of  bare  hills  which  bound  Sulaimania  on  the  *»*:. 

Reached  the  foot  of  the  hills  by  a  gentle  ascent  all  the  way  from  Sulaimaaia  at  4-15  a. m  . 
and  immeditaely  began  the  asoent ;  first  in  the  dry  bed  of  a  torrent  for  a  few  minute*,  a*j£ 
then  on  the  steep  face  of  a  hill.     At  4-50  a.m.  reached  the  summit  by  a  very  steep  path. 

Before  us  was  the  plain  of  Suarojik  and  Shehri-hazar,  terminated  on  the  south  by  defile 
Our  descent  was  north  along  the  east  face  of  the  wall-like  hill ;  it  took  one  hoar  mod  t«* 
minutes.    The  rest  of  our  journey  was  N.  50°  E. 

Halted  for  half  an  hour  at  Benawillf .    At  7-30  i.m.  descended  a  steep  hill,  and  arrived  s: 

the  village  of  Gherradeh. 

The  Giozeh  is  the  most  southern  pass  that  leads  over  the  ohain  or  wall  of  bear  hills. 

Next  to  it,  on  the  north,  is  the  Azrair  road,  which  goes  to  the  site  of  the  old  city  rf 
Karatcholan ;  and,  further  north,  is  another  called  the  Gavlan  road. 


Poladbeuh  ...         ...  ...  Started  at  4  a.m..    Our  course  due  east  to  t*«* 

hills,  or  rather  mountains.  At  4-30  a.m.  n*i 
N.  50°  £.  on  a  ridge  with  a  small  dell  on  tie 
left,  and  a  very  deep  and  large  glen  on  the 

right. 

Road  gradually  ascended.  At  5  a.m.  we  reached  the  hills  at  an  opening  in  them  ;  now 
descended  by  a  steep  road,  and  kept  winding  in  a  defile  of  the  mountains.  General  drrvct  •  - 
N.  50°  E.  Road  for  the  rest  of  the  way  N.  80°  E.  At  7-20  a.m.  crossed  the  Tec*.-, 
river,  and  ascended  by  a  steep  path,  which  occupied  thirty  minutes.  On  our  right  was  t  he 
river. 

The  descent,  whioh  commenced  immediately  (for  we  had  crossed  a  ridge),  occupied  Va'f 
an  hour,  but  was  more  gradual  than  the  accent.  We  now  wound  among  the  hills,  ascending 
and  descending  ;  and  at  9-40  a.m.  arrived  at  the  village  of  Doladreizh.  (F)  On  our  right  were 
the  high  mountains  of  Kazhan.  The  face  of  the  country  very  mountainous.  Rued 
excellent. 


Camp     near 
KulwXn. 


Ahmbd 


?•  • 


Mounted  at  3-45  a.m.,  and  In  a  few  tni&ntet 
were  out  of  the  little  valley  of  Doladrehh  tri. 
General  direction  of  road  a  little  ft.  of  E. 
and  wound  much  amon£  woods.  Soon  began  a 
steep  ascent,  which  occupied  40  minutes,  for  half  an  hour  of  which  it  is  almost  perpendicular. 
We  immediately  began  to  descend  into  the  plain,  through  which  meandered  the  river  if 
Kizzcljf.  In  about  40  minutes  reached  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  which  runs  nearly  north 
and  south.  Here  the  road  branches  into  two  :  that  on  the  left  going  north-east  to  Bbian 
(2  hours  off),  and  that  on  the  right  about  to  south  to  Ahmad  Kulwau.  Rode  south  ai<ctc 
the  foot  of  the  hills,  and  at  7-30  a.m.  arrived  at  our  destination,  about  1  mile  north-east  J 
Ahmad  Kulwau, 


JtfsTJbr  ...         •♦•  #••  Set  off  at  5*15  a.m., and,  keeping  the  hills  eJnae 

on  our  left,,  at  6  a.m.  arrived  at  the  river  of 
Kizsdlji,  where  it  forces  through  the  momtaxM. 
This  place  is  north  from  Ahmad   Kutaan.   W« 

now  left  the  mountains,  and,  stretching  across  the  plain,  came  to  a  line  which  branches  ait 
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oast  from  there.     Crowing  this,  we  saw  a  vale  through  which  a  river  runs.    A  similar  line  of 
hills  hounds  it  qn  the  other  side.    The  river  is  called  Tatan,  or  the  Bfatan  river. 

Keeping  the  mountains  we  had  just  croased  on  our  right,   we  arrived  at  7-30  a.m.  at 

Bistan. 

Bistan  lies  N.  10°  £.  from  Ahmad  Eulwan,  and  Banna',N.  10  £.  of  Bistan,  5  hours. 

Panjw£n  ...  Left  Bistan  at  5  a.m.,  and,  riding  through  the 

plain  of  Tatan  or  Bfatan,  crossed  the  hills  which 
nurround  it,  and  descended  into  that  of  Ahmad 
Kul wan ;    crossed  it  easterly,    and  arrived    at 

Panjwin    at    9  a.m.      Hence  Ahmad  Kul* an    hore    N.  55°   W.  ;    distant    one    hour. 

Caravans  go  in  eight  days  from  this  to  Hainadan,  and  to  Sanah  in  four  days. 


Tents  of  Kai  Kho8b6 
Beg. 


GCEIZA  KwBBA  (P)... 


jANiWABA  (P) 


Set    out  at  5   a.m.,  and  at  6    a.m.  entered 
Persia.  The  Kizzilji  river  soon  disappeared  to  the 
right  behind  the  hills  that  now  separate  the 
plain,  which  turns  more  south. 
Our  course  hitherto  was  about  south  70     E.    Hence  to  Kai  Khosru  Bog's  tents  it  bore 
south.     At  9-15  a.m.  we  arrived  in  camp. 

The  bare  precipices  of  Avroman  bear  due  south,  and  extend  westward,  overlooking 
Shahr-i-Ztir,  whose  plains  are  separated  from  us  by  hills  which  oome  down  from  Ahmad 
Kul  wan  to  Avroman.  Between  Avroman  and  Zagros  is  a  narrow  valley,  through  whioh  runs 
a  direct  road  to  Karraanshah.    Its  direction  is  8.  36°  £.     (See  Route  No.  98). 

The  chain  of  Zagros  is  bare  and  high. 

Left  at  5-30  a.m.,  and  proceeded  down  the 
valley  formed   by  a  prolongation  of  the  hill  of 
Men  van   (?)  on  the  south,  and  of  the  hills  of 
Zeribar  on  the  north,  in  a  general  direction  N. 
85°  E.    At  7-30  a.m.  arrived  at  Oueiza  Kwera. 

...  ...  Off  at  5  A.M.,  and  proceeded  through  a  hilly  but 

open  country  till  6  a.m„   when  we  came  to  the 
entrance  of  a  narrow  valley. 
The  small  river  of  Asr&bad  or  Garran  flows  through  the  pass  into  the  Diyala. 
Our  direction  to  the  bridge  was  N.  70°  W.  ;  thence  S.  70°  B.     At  7-50  came   to  the  foot 
of  a  very  steep  ascent,  still  in  the  same  direction,  the  road  not  winding  much  ;  the  ascent 
occupied  45  minutes. 

At  8-35  a.m.  reached  the  top  of  the  col,  and  almost  immediately  began  to  descend.  At  9 
a.m.  reached  the  foot  of  the  pass  called  Garran,  and  halted.  (The  pass  of  Ardabiba  to  Banna 
is  easier.) 

At  10-35  we  mounted  again.  Road  8:  70°  E. ;  at  11  a.m.  20°  E.  At  11*45  a.m.,  we 
came  to  a  little  river  called  Kakur  Zakaria,  which  falls  into  the  Diyala. 

Henoe  N.  70°  £.  ;  at  12.15  p.m.  N.  50°  £.  At  12-55  p.m.  we  struck  out  of  the  high 
road  up  a  narrow  valley,  and  at  1  p.m.  arrived  at  Janawara. 

Bebbudkb*  ...  [      ...  ...  Started  at  5-30  a.m,    and    proceeded    south 

50°  east  till  we  reached  the  road  in  half  an 
hour. 

The  general  direction  of  road  south  80°  east. 

At  6-50  a.m.  passed  an  artifioal  mount  in  a  narrow  valley.  After  having  ascended  almost 
all  the  way  from  Janawara,  we  descended  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  arrived  at  the  foot 
of  the  descent  at  8  a.m. 


*  Barodar,  vid*  Bouts  361. 
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Immediately  rose  again  by  a  very  sleep  ascent,  of  which  we  attained  the  summit  i 
8-30  a.m.  The  descent  waa  inconsiderable.  At  9-10  a.k.  arrived  at  Berrnder  in  a  nam 
valley. 


DoWBISA 


••» 


whose  course  was  easter 


••• 


••% 


▲.x.  arrived  at  the  village  of  Doweiea. 


Off  at  5-30  a.m.,  and  soon  after    leaving   tr  - 

village  crossed  a  pretty  high  hill.    Onr  nmA    - 

the    day    wound  through   very   narrow  vai. ;  * 

among  the  hills,  through  which  ran  a  little  str*~- 

y.    At  8  a.m.  we  halted,  and  at  8-40  proceeded  on  again,  and  at  !*-+' 


Sahna  ...  [      ...  ...  Sahna  bears  south   10°  east  of  Doweria,  an]  it 

distant  about  12  or  13  miles.  The  count  rr  L< 
more  open.  The  plain  as  we  approached  8/1-4 
descended  to  it.     Behind  the  town  it  again  r»*» 

and  after  several  breaks  and  hills,  terminated  in  the  high  ridge  of  the  Baair  Kkain  b  * 

running  north  and  south. 


SULTANABAD. 

Lat.  35°  9*  0";  Long.  68°  34'  0*. 

A  town  of  Khurasan  and  the  capital  of  Turshiz,  by  which  name  it  is  designate*: 
in  most  maps.  It  is  situated  216  miles  from  Herat,  155  from  Birjand,  aro 
225  from  Shahrud.  It  is  a  considerable  town  with  about  6,000  inhabitant^ 
and  surrounded  by  a  flourishing  village.  The  walls  of  the  town  are  mostly  rs 
ruins.  Fruit  and  silk  are  the  chief  products  of  the  place.  The  i\«utc? 
leading  from  this  place  will  be  found  under  the  better  known  heading  j£ 
"  Turshiz/' 


StJLTANlEH. 

Lat.  36°  32'  <T;    Long.  48°  48'  (f . 

A  village  in  lrfflc-i-Ajami,  west  of  Kasvin,  south-east  of  Miana.  It  is  ntosteA 
in  a  pleasant  and  fertile  plain ;  it  is  now  an  entire  mass  of  rains,  there  oalj 
remaining  about  400  poor  families  who  live  in  wretched  hovels  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  tomb  of  Sultan  Khodabanda,  the  founder.  An  earthquake  dephtai 
the  inhabitants  of  water  some  centuries  ago,  and  the  town  was  consequent!.* 
abandoned.  Now  there  are  streams  close  to  Sultanieh,  and  it  is  pattiaiiT 
occupied  by  a  scanty  and  squalid  population. 

The  tomb  of  Khodabanda  is  a  noble  edifice.  The  area  is  100  feet  is 
diameter;  the  dome,  120  feet  high  from  the  ground.  A  mile  distant  is  a 
summer  palace  of  the  Shah. 
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K6shabaj> 


BiJAiir 


Arpadurassi 


BURLAH 


Kabutarhakg 

VlAH        ... 

JurikXs 
HaxaoIh 


8} 
81 

lit 

181 


16* 


8J        Marched  west  from  Sultanf  eh,  and  passed  through 
mountains.    Kushabad,  a  village  of  300  houses. 

16{  The  road  led  across  a  plain ;  passed  a  consider- 
able village  in  the  plain.  There  is  a  running 
stream  near  Bijain. 

28  More  villages. 

46}  Crossed  the  bed  of  a  river  after  leaving  Jahrfn 
At  2fartang*  passed  some  defiles,  and  continued 
on  an  ascent  the  rest  of  the  march.  Soon  after 
Jahrin  we  came  into  the  country  of  the  Kara* 
gaslus. 

63}  The  first  part  of  the  road  was  on  a  plain ;  on  the 
right  hand  were  two  or  three  villages.  During 
the  latter  part  of  the  march,  saw  the  famous 
mountain  of  Ellwand. 

88  Pawed  through  the  village  of  Damma ;  many 

villages  besides. 

95}        The  country  about  looks  prosperous. 

116  A  large  village.  The  country  cultivated ;  many 
villages. 

119}  Passed  Sheverin,avillage3  miles  from  Hamadan* 
Ramadan  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  east  side 
of  the  mountain  of  El  wand ;  many  streams  fall 
from  the  mountain  into  the  plain.  Elwand 
appears  at  a  distance  to  be  one  long  range  of 
mountains.  Through  the  interval  between  the 
northern  and  southern  range,  leada  the  road 
to  Kannanshah. 

The  above  is   Jukes'   account.     It  is  not  quite  clear  whether  Morier  fol- 
lowed exactly  the  same  route.     He  gives  the  following  stages:— 


24} 

7} 
20} 

3} 


1.  Jahriv 

2.  Chibuk  Oglu     ... 

3.    (tAVSOWAR 

4.  Kala  Jooh 

6.  Kab6tarhaxq    ... 


6.  Mahajeran, 
Mahran 

?.   IlAXADAjr 


or 


The  road  lies  through  a  well  cultivated  country. 
Any  amount  of  supplies  procurable. 
^  The  road  traverses  a  flat  country.    This  village 
is  in  a  rich  district.    Fuel  very  scarce. 

A  considerable  stream. 

The  road  lies  through  a  highly  cultivated,  and 
thickly  populated,  country.  At  2  miles  before 
reaching  Hamadan,  cross  the  stream  previously 
met  with  at  Mahran. 


612 
TABAS. 

Lat  33"  36'  Of  ;  Long.  66°  63'  0*. 

A  town  in  Khurasan,  180  miles  N.E.  of  Yazd.  It  is  surrounded  br  it 
enormous  embankment  of  earth,  on  which  are  towers  connected  by  curtain 
and  protected  by  a  ditch.  Tabas  is  in  a  plain,  the  soil  of  which  is  of  2 
silicious  character,  and  water  is  bad  and  scarce.  There  are,  nevertheless.  :i 
the  neighbourhood  30  villages  inhabited  by  Arabs,  who  have  mana^«i 
to  fertilize  to  a  certain  extent  this  ungrateful  soil.  The  town  con  tar* 
about  1,000  houses;  the  population  is  Arab  and  Persian.  The  citadel 
situated  within  the  town,  is  very  strong;  but  what  protects  it  m -* 
than  its  fortifications,  are  the  deserts  that  surround  the  district,  of  which  it 
is  the  chief  place,  and  which  extend  ou  all  sides  to  a  distance  of  at  least :? 
miles.  Considerable  quantities  of  silk  are  produced  here ;  this  is  taken  t  > 
Yazd,  and  then  spun ;  also  tobacco,  which  is  as  much  esteemed  as  that  «. 
Shiraz.  The  exportation  of  this  article  is  great.  The  dates  are  of  inferi  * 
quality ;  grain  and  cotton  are  grown  in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet  ttt 
consumption  on  the  spot.  Camels  and  sheep  are  more  numerous  here  tbir 
in  any  other  part  of  Persia.  A  large  number  of  the  population  of  Talc.- 
are  by  occupation  caravaniers.  The  gardens  are  very  productive  and  * 
watered,  and  the  orange  tree  is  cultivated.  As&ifcstida  is  also  lar<*<\> 
produced.  Tabas  is  ruled  by  a  Khan,  in  whose  family  the  appointment  * 
hereditary.  It  is  the  only  important  place  on  the  main  road  from  Yazd  : 
Khurasan. 


Route  No.  355. 

Tabas  to  Biyaza. 


Authority. — MacGregor. 


SUfft  or  halting  pilot. 


1.  ChahXbdih 

2.  Chah  Bio 

3.  HulwIk 
A.  MihbjIw 

5.  BiyJLza 

or 

3.   HtTLWiK 

4.  Khub 

6.  GurmXb 


Dibtaitcz,  iir  milks. 


Intense* 
ditto. 


Total. 


Description,  Jke. 


••• 


••» 


••» 


••1 


!•• 


!•• 


••• 


%•» 


t»t 


•  «• 


167i 


••• 


There  are  several  roads,  as  follow* : — 
4  fareangs.    Village.    Supplies  and  good 
6        „  Water,  salt  from  well. 

8        »,         One  well. 
24       „         KaTir. 
4       ..         Level 


if 


See  Route  Tabas  to  Damgnan, 
6  fareangs.    Level.    Village, 
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Boutk  No.  855 — eontd. 
Tabas  to  Bij/dza— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DUTAjrCI,  I*    MILKS. 


<>.    BlYAZA 


<•• 


Or  again  by  the  route 
called  Rah-i-Tabau. 

2.  HulwXk 

3.  KntjR 

4.    BlYAZA 


••i 


Or  lattly— 

2.  Chah  Rio 

3.  Chah  Alifao     ... 

4.  Chah  Mihji 

o.  Shakabab  „. 

f>.  Khub-Chaotab   ... 

7.    BlTAZA 


•  •• 


Description,  Ac. 


•••        i 


5  farsangs.  The  road  id  level,  crosses  a  low  pass, 
Gudar  Chugas. 


As  above.     Or  again  18  farsakhs. 
22  farsakhs. 

18  farsakhs.    See  first  Route. 
Water. 


t  •  • 

5 

•  •• 

18  far 

... 

8 

••• 

6 

•  •• 

8 

•  •• 

3 

•  .. 

4 

ft 


»» 


»t 


M 


Jufhoritjf. — MacGregor. 


Route  No.  356. 

Tabas  to  Blrjand. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAVCX,  IV  MlLie. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  AsfIs 

2.  DUHAK 

3.  AbbabId 

4.  Kh6h 

5.  Tcobab 

C.    BlBJAUD 


•  •• 

23 

28 

... 

24 

52 

a  •  • 

21 

73 

*  *< 

38 

111 

... 

21 

132 

.  «  . 

21 

153 

The  first  stage  may  be  divided  into  two  bv 
halting  at  Kurit  (11  miles).  Water  plentiful 
everywhere,  except  at  Kurit  and  Duhak. 


66 


514 

Route  No.  356 — contd. 
Tabas  to  Birjand — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAVCl,  IV  MIX1B. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Kinneir  makes  it  67  miles  from  Duhak  to  Khtir  instead  of  59,  with  u 
intermediate  stage  at  Falkhan.  From  Khur  there  is  an  alternative  roue 
vid  Kusf,  as  follows  :— 


ToKhub 

KfoF 
BlBJAXD 


•  M 


112 

112 

24 

136 

12 

148 

According  to  a  native  authority,  however,  it  is  IS  farsakhs,  or  39  miles  from 
Kusf  to  Birjand,  with  an  intermediate  stage  at  Husainab£d.  By  compos 
distance,  however,  it  appears  to  be  really  about  24  miles  from  Kusf :  • 
Birjand,  which  would  make  the  total  distance  vid  Kusf,  160  mil*?. 
Another  route  given  by  MacUregor  is  as  follows  :— 


1.  Dashtagibd 


2.  Ghah 


3.  Bib j and 


20 

20 

20 

40 

20 

60 

5  f  arsakhs.  The  road  is  level  'and  good.  VL- 
lage  ;  water.     Few  supplies. 

5  f  arsakhs.  The  road  is  good  .'and  level.  V  !- 
lage  ;  water.  Few  supplies.  Kusf  i*  on  *-  * 
right  at  9  farsakhs. 

5  farsakhs.    The  road  is  good  and  level. 


These  distances  are  unreliable,  the  distance  from  Tabas  to  Birjand  by  compass 
being  140  miles. 


Route  No.  357. 

Tabas  to  Damghan,  vid  Kh£r. 
Authority.— MacGrbgoe. 


DlSTAYCI,   XV  KXXS8. 

Staff*  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  Chahabdih 

10 

10 

The  road  is  quite  level  the  whole  way  orrt  y^  - 
First  mile  to  Imamzdda  Jafu  over  «and.  tl  : 
G  miles  more  of  sand,  last  3  miles  through  cs--» 

vat  ion.     Small  village. 

~=s 
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Route  No.  S57 — contd. 
Tabas  to  Damghdn,  rid  Khur — contd. 


Stagt  or  baiting  place. 


Distauci,  iir  KILM. 


Intorme 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


2.  Shubab 


18 


28 


Road  level  and  good  the  whole  way.  It  passes 
for  first  4k  miles  over  heavy  sand,  then  2 
miles  over  gravel.  Passing  a  salt  waste  it 
ascends  from  it.  and  at  7  miles,  a  level  waste,  over 
which  it  goes  as  far  as  9  J  miles,  where  there 
is  a  river-bed  and  a  hauz  of  water.  Traversing 
a  level  waste  for  2  miles,  it  enters  another 
river-bed,  up  which  it  leads  for  \  mile.     At  13J 

miles  it  passes  a  low  ridge  by  a  gorge,  and  after  crossing  a  few  salt  ravines   enters  Shurab. 

Water.     Few  supplies. 


3.  Jap  ABU 


4.  Duel 


6.  Chah  Mihji 


••• 


C.  MihbjIk 


••• 


24 


17J 


14 


64 


62 


69| 


83J 


137  J 


Road  level  up  the  valley.  At  9  miles  road 
branches  off  to  Biabajiak  sarai.  Few  supplies. 
Good  water  2  miles  beyond. 

Road  ascends  very  gradually  through  a  valley 
with  hills  close  on  either  side  for  8  miles. 
It  then  descends  equally  easy  between  hills 
for  9J  miles.  Mo  supplies.  Bad  water;  good 
2  miles  off. 

Road  over  stony  pla'n,  descending  for  j  a 
mile,  next  over  sand  and  gravel  to  6 J  miles,  then 
over  gravel  to  7  miles,  last  7  miles  over  sand.  No 
supplies.    Beastly  water. 


Road  winds  for  3}  miles  among  sand  hills, 
then  enters  on  heavy  sand  pin  in.  Go  over  this 
for  7  miles.  Then  for  14  miles  over  kavtr,  very 
difficult  travelling  for  animals,  owing  to  nu- 
merous holes.  Thence  for  6  miles  across  sandy 
waste  of  Sagardii,  which  consists  of  undulat- 
ing ridges  of  the  heaviest  possible  sand,  with 
no  trace  of  a  road,  and  most  dangerous  without 
a  guide.  Thence  for  9}  miles  over  gravel  bearing  2S0°  to  Hauz  Mirza  in  ruins;  \  miles 
l^voivd,  cross  bed  of  salt  or  c'.ay.  At  2}  miles  further,  bearing  270°,  another  old  hauz.  At  1 J 
miles  farther  still,  over  gravel,  another  old  ha uz.  2  miles  more  of  gravel,  and  another  old 
hauz.  Thence  3 i  miles  over  kavfr  to  several  dry  watercourses,  draining  S.K.  Thence 
6  miles  over  level  gravel  plain  to  Mihrjan.    Supplies  indifferent.     Water. 


7.  Kh^b  ,.,  20  157 J        Road  up  dry  watercourse ;  then  for  7  miles 

over  gravel  undulations,  straight  to  foot  of  a  low 
spur  from  Kuh  Chakabrang,  where  it  is  joined 
by  another  road  from   Garznab.     The  road  then 

crosses  the  spar,  and  11  miles  beyond.tlic  junction  of  the  Garmab  road  enters  Khur.    Large 

village. 


8.  Asr/afcr 
16.  Damohaw 


••• 


24 
230 


181J 
41 U 


The  road  is  good  over  undulating  ground. 
(See  route  from  Yazd  to  Damghan.) 
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Route  No.  358. 

Tabas  to  Klfx. 


Authority.-— Stewart. 


DlTTAYCl, 

m  mi.sa. 

6teft  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 

1.  GiziK 

13 

ttt 

The  road  is  a  pood  one,  pausing  over  a 
plain.  Gazik  is  a  flourishing  Tillage  of  L41 
inhabitants. 

2.  SabXb 

25 

38 

For  many  miles    oyer  a  stony    plain,   tl*» 
through  broken  country.  At  22 J  miles  reach  * 
small  village  of  Takhta  Jan,  and  at  2d  miles  t  j 
Arab  village  of  Sarab  (6,200'). 

S.  8h»  EhIk 

24 

62 

Very  bad  road ;  numerous  ascents  and  d«we«:*« 
At  12}  miles  hamlet  of  Bamanrdd,  and  at  1' 
milet  Falad  Mazdr,  at  19  miles  Sardab,  and  c  tt 
the  flourishing  village  of  Eabuda. 

4.  EntisH 

21 

83 

Over  trying  hilly  ground.  At  16  miles  pa* 
village  of  Ujun.    Ehush  is  a  large  village. 

6.  Elf 9               ... 

21 

104 

10  miles  over  broken  hilly  ground  ;  after  trit 
a  stony  plain. 

Route  No.  359. 

Tabas  to  KarhaXj  vid  THE  Dasht-i-L<jt. 
Authority.— Kinniib. 


Diiturcs,  xir  miia. 

• 

Description,  Ae. 

Staff  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

1.  Hatjz-i-StjltXw 

89 

39 

2.  Bfo  ShutabXn... 

35 

74 

8.  Ealah  Husaik 
EhXk             ••• 

43 

117 

4.  JatabIbId       %i. 

31 

148 

6.  Ealah  Nawa  ... 

88 

186 

6.  TlBAJ  EUCHAK... 

27 

213 

7.  ChasxahB6bJm, 

27 

240 

8.  EabxIn 

27 

267 

The  road  is  over  a  plain. 

_ 
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Route  No.  360- 

Tabas  to  Mashhad,  via  YrfNsi  and  Turbat-i-Haidabi. 
Authority. — MacObegor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DmxircB,  IV  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  Dara  BIt 


2.  Dih  Muhammad 


••• 


3.  Aspak 


4.  Najoanu 


5.  Hauz  Huf 
Mibak 


6.  Kabimabad 


7.  Fakhbajsad 


8.  YD58I 


9.  FaizabId 


10.  DaghIbad 


11.  Tubbat-i-Haidabj 


12.  Kama,  or  Kamih 


13.  Kala  Shahazada 


14.  KalaKItib      ... 


15.  ShabIfIbId 


16.  Mashhad 


•»• 


15 


15 


15 


18 


18 


12 


15 


18 


15 


12 


12 


12 


12 


15 


18 


18 


Total. 


Description,  Ae. 


15 


30 


45 


63 


81 


93 


108 


126 


141 


153 


165 


177 


189 


204 


240 


The  road  is  good ;  crosses  a"] 
low  pass,  the  Gudar-Afthugu. 
Village  ;    water ;  supplies.      \  See  also    Route 

I    TabastoTuu. 

Road  good  and  level.  Village ; 
water;  supplies. 

Road  crosses  a  low  pane.    Ditto. 

Road  level  and  good.  Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Water.    No  supplies. 


Ditto, 


Ditto.     Village  ;  water.  Few  supplies. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Road  bad  and  very  stony.    Ditto. 

Road  good  and  level.    Village.    Few  supplies. 

Road  bad,  crosses  a  pass.  Water.  Few  supplies. 

Road  good  and  leveL  Ditto. 

Road  not  good.  Ditto. 

See  also  Route  Birjand  to  Mashhad. 
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Route  No.  361. 

TABAS  TO   NlSHAPtJR. 


Authority. — Kinnrir. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dl8TAVCI,  IK  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Chahardih 


••• 


2.  KhGbdNabvan 


3.  SadIbad 


••• 


4.  DihZaman       ... 


6.  Kabla  Saeah   ... 


6.  Kalah  Kaisarbbg 


7.   KOHStiBHK 


8.  Baghak 


9.  NlSHAPfo 


•  •• 


24 


28 


35 


35 


24* 


24£ 


28 


21 


28 


24 


52 


87 


122 


146} 


171 


199 


220 


248 


No  water. 


Or  if  preferred,  the  Sabzawar  route  (No.  362)  may  be  taken  as  far  as  Shamlcob  (191  mile*  - 
Thence  14  miles  to  Kafgi,  where  there  is  water  and  a  few  supplies.  14  miles  further  on  U 
Nishapdr. 


Route  No.  362. 

Tabas  to  Sabzawar. 


Authority. — MacGregor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DisTAXci,  nr  mhu. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac, 


1.  ChahXbdIh 


2.  Shibqibh 


••• 


Acs: 


10 


21 


10 


Road  level ;  first  mile  to  Imamzada  Jafa  om 
sands,  then  6  miles  more  sand ;  last  3  miles  cul- 
tivation.   Village ;  60  houses.     Date  palms. 

Road   ascends  gradually.      Water; 
Few  supplies. 


519 


Route  No.  36i— aratfJ. 

Tabas  to  Sabzawdr—conti. 


DlBTAVCl 

,  XV  KXLBS. 

~  —                                                                    *^— j 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

3.  Pashkagabu     ... 

14 

45 

Road  level.    Water ;    village.    Few  supplies. 

4.  Dbh-i-Natj 

14 

59 

Ditto.                       Ditto. 

5.  Chah  Shub 

14 

73 

Boad  level.    Bad  water.    No  supplies. 

6.  Zanoi  Shah 

27 

100 

Ditto.           Good  water.    Supplies. 

(Biveb). 

7.  Kbogi 

14 

114 

The  road  is  level  between  hills.    Good  water 
No  supplies. 

8.  Zahoi  Shah     ... 

21 

135 

The  road  is  level.   Village.  Good  water.    Few 
supplies. 

9.  BabdasKahd   ... 

14 

149 

Ditto.                      Ditto. 

10.  Kala-i-Maidan 

21 

170 

The  road  goes  over  a  pass.  Ditto. 

11.  Shamxoh 

21 

t 

191 

Boad  level.    Tillage.         Ditto. 

12.  Abdulabad       ., 

17 

208 

Ditto.                      Ditto. 

13.  SabzawXb 

17 

225 

Ditto.                      Ditto. 

Rout 

B  No.  363- 

Tabab 

to  SamnXn. 

Authority. — MacGrbgor. 

DttTAYCB, 

UT  MILKS. 

Stage  or  baiting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  CHAHiBDfH        ... 

10 

10 

■* 

2.  ShobXb             ... 

18 

28 

►  See  Boad  Tabas  to  Damghan- 

j 

3.  Jatab6 

24 

52 

4.  Chah  Mihji     ... 

314 

83} 

Only  very  salt  water  here. 

5.  Hauz-i-Mibza  ... 

••• 

••• 

14  farsakhs.    No  water  here. 

6.  Juuuf              ... 

••• 

»•• 

6      \ 

7.  Chah-i-AiJ 

••• 

••• 

8        „ 
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Route  No.  263 — confd. 
Tabas  to  Samndn—contd* 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


8.  CHa*H-I-ZuRD      ... 

9.  Ch1h-i-Khura- 
eiai  ... 

10.  Due  Ala 

11.  La  j an a 

12.  Samnajt 


DlSTUrCB,  XV  MILBB. 


Interme- 
diator 


••• 


Total. 


Description,  Ae. 


»•« 


7  farsakha. 


6 

10 
9 
8 


» 


>» 


t> 


»f 


►  Water  very  scarce. 


Thence  to  Tihran  by  the  main  road,  vid  I*i>_: 
and  Din  Namak. 

See  also  Route  Tabas  to  Damghin,  rid  Khur 


Authority. — MacGregor. 


Route  No.  364. 

Tabas  to  SiotIn. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlttAVCS,  tv  mti. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  Ktijth 


2.  AsfXe 


3.  Hafz  Muhammad 
KXzim. 


4.   DUHAK 


5.  Bazou 


••• 


6.  Gumbaz-i-Jano, 
or      Pusht-i- 
Jang. 

7.  KnuB 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


16 

16 

12 

28 

16 

44 

12 

66 

8 

64 

36 

100 

12 

112 

4  farsakhs.  The  mad  in  good  over  level  ccl v 
try.    Village.    Supplies  and  water. 

3  faraakhs.  The  road  is  good  and  leveL  H.' 
on  left    Village.    Water  and  supplies, 

4  farsakhs.  The  road  goes  over  Gudar  KhA!  *  * 
pass  easy,  practicable  for  camels,  and  then  lev* 
Water.    No  supplies. 

3  farsakhs.  The  road  is  not  very  good,  thr«^- 
hills,  with  a  pass  between  for  2  fansUth*,  t*>  - 
good  over  level.     Village ;  water,  and  snpp.   * 

2  farsakhs.  The  road  is  level  and  g*c 
Good  water.    No  supplies. 

9  farsakhs.  The  road  it  level  Water.  F.* 
supplies. 


3  farsakhs.  The  road  is  good  and  IcveL  Wat.*. 

supplies ;  village. 
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Route  No.  364 — tjnltL 
Tolas  to  Sis  tan — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


UltmJTCB,  IK  lClLKfl. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


8.  Chah  (*  well)    ... 

9.  Chaa  (a  well)... 
10.  Sab-i-Chah 

11.    HaUZ  A  BAB  KUA- 
KA. 

12.  Chah  Zalu 

13.  ChAHAR  FAB8AKB 

14.  Nfa 


24 
16 
24 

16 

24 
16 

16 


136  6  faruakhs.  The  road  it  level.  Good  water 
from  hauz,  but  uo  supplies. 

152       4  farsakhs.    The  road  is  level.     No  supplies. 
Water  from  hauz, 

176  6  farsakhs.  The  road  is  pood  and  level. 
Water  and  supplies.  This  road  is  very  near  that 
of  Kh&nikoff. 

192  4  fartakhs.  The  road  is  pood  and  level. 
Water  from  hauz.     Few  supplies,  near  hill*. 

216       6  farsakhs.    The  road  is  good,  level.     Wittrr  ; 
|  supplies.     Hill  on  either  side. 

232  4  farsakhs.  The  road  is  good,  but  hilly.  Water 
and  supplies. 

248  ,     4  farsakhs.    The  road  is  good.  ' 


Route  No.  365. 

Tabas  to  Tin,  vid  Bashr<jya. 
Authority. — Husain  Au. 


DxsTAiroi, 

19  XU.BS. 

Description,  Ac. 

Stagt  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
dials. 

Total. 

1.  DabaBIt 

••• 

•  •a 

4  farsakhs. 

2.  Dih  Muhammad  . . . 

•  a. 

•  *• 

5  farsakhs. 

3.  AsfIk 

•  •• 

•  •* 

5  farsakhs. 

4.  Bajhbuta          ... 

%•« 

•  •• 

6  farsakhs. 

5.  RcbXt-i-Shub    ... 

tat 

•  •a 

7  farsakhs.  Rabat,  with  hauz. 

6.  W» 

aaa 

•  a. 

7  farsakhs- 

Water  procurable  everywhere  from  kanat* 
aba  mid  r. 

and 

6 
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Route  No.  366. 

Tabas  to  Turbat-i-Haidar£. 


Authority.  —Stewart. 


Staft  or  halting  place. 


DnxuroB,  nr  moil. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  4c. 


1.  CHAHiB  Dxh 


2.  Shzbkist 


•  •• 


10 


23 


10 


33 


off  to  Bajistan. 


Over  sandy  plains,  with  the  Shutari  mountain* 
(10,000')  9  miles  to  the  right,  and  the  Nastandp 
range  14  miles  to  the  left  (8,Ok*f).  At  5  miles 
pass  Deh  Shurab.  At  18  miles  pass  through  a 
gorge  in  the  Shatari  range.  Here  a  road  goes 
Bhirkist  is  a  small  place,  with  a  large  tower  and  a  tank  full  of  leeches. 


3.  Pashha  Dobuv  ... 


4.  Dbh-i-Naubahd  „, 


5.  Zavoi  Chah 


6.  AbpvxIbXd 


plain  is  very  fertile  and 


14 


21 


30 


34 


47 


68 


98 


132 


Shirt  the  Shatari  range  for  7  miles.  At  14 
miles  reach  the  village  of  Pashna  Dorun.  there 
are  three  other  small  hamlets  near  it,  tfaarat- 
abad,  Fatehabad,  and  MuhamadabfcL 


Over'desolate  plain.  At  8  miles  pass  Dasjirdan, 
well  away  on  the  left.  At  14  miles  reach  the  flour- 
ishing village  of  J  Deh-i-Nauband ;  250  inhabit- 
ants.   Supplies  procurable. 


Through  very  barren  country,  a  fine  tarsi,  bat 
very  poor  village. 


The  road  turns  away  from  the  kttvir  in  front 
and  enters  a  low  range,  which  is  a  continuation  «»f 
the  Yaknh  hills.    At  14  miles  Kubojrish.— a  w*0 
of  stinking  water.    At  30  miles  Allahabad,  the 
•  first  village  in  the  T&rabiz  district  The  Turshii 
supplies  are  plentiful. 


7.  KHAXfllBiD 


falling  into  ruin 


••• 


155 


Over  a  fertile  plain,  bounded  by  mountains. 
Pass  the  village  of  Kundur,  where  there  are  two 
canal*  6'  wide,  brought  from  the  Shishdrat  river 
Khali labad  has  been  a  strong  place,  but  is  ju*t 


8.  SultIhXbId 


9.  AXOHAJT 


••• 


••• 


20  (?) 


20 


175 


195 


The  chief  town  of  the  district, — clean,  well  boDt 
and  once  strong.  Population  6,000.  A  great 
centre  of  the  silk  trade. 


Five  miles  to  Turk,  the  last  village  in  tit 
T&rshfz  district,  then  over  a  barren  stony  plaa 
for  14  miles.  Asgh&n  is  a  flourishing  Vifiaft, 
about  1|  miles  to  the  left  of  the  road. 
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Rout*  No.  366— <?<m/i. 
Tabas  to  Turbat-i-Haidari—contd. 


Staft  or  hatting  plaoo. 


Dutavci,  nr  um, 


Interne* 
diate. 


Total. 


DeeerlptlOB»  6e» 


10.  Kushdaba 


11.  Tubbat-i-HaxdabI 


9 


18 


204 


222 


At  4  miles  oross  a  river  about  60'  wide,  with 
a  strong  current  and  pebblj  bottom,  course  due 
N.  and  8.  At  9  miles  the  fort  of  Kbuahdara,  with 
about  80  inhabitants. 

At  14  miles  the  road  leaves  the  plain  near  the 
village  of  Buriabad  and  passes  through  some 
low  hills. 


Route  No.  367. 

Tabas  to  TurshIz  (SultXnabXd). 
AiUhority.—Rxj$LT8  Ali. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Dxnurci,  nr  xxlm. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  AsPAX 


2.  Baghax 


••• 


••% 


•M 


3.  Hauz-i-Haji  Mi* 


4.  Faxhbabad 


••• 


6.  Saudadi 


••» 


••• 


•  M 


•  •• 


14  faraakhs.    See  Route  M  Tabas  to  Ton. 


£.-  »• 


6  fanakhs. 


••• 


••• 


6.  JayaiabXd 


••• 


7.  SULTAJTABAD 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


7  faraakhs. 


8  fanakhs. 


6  fanakhs. 


•a. 


••• 


4  faraakhs. 


6  fanakhs. 


Villages  everywhere,  and  water  plentiful. 
There  is  another  route  vid  Zangi  Chah—vide  Route  u  Tabas  to  Turbat-i-Haidart" 
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Route  No.  368. 

Tabas  to  Yazd. 


Authority. — Kinnetr. 


DlSTAJrCl.  IK  MILES. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  Khalax-i-Shams 

42 

42 

2.  Pushti-Badam  ... 

14 

56 

3.  Sangana           ... 

49 

105 

4.  Khara 

49 

154 

5.  Rubat  Akjibu  ... 

35 

189 

6.  Yazd 

21 

210 

• 

TABRIZ. 

Lat  38°  5'  0";  Long.  40°  17'  (f. 

The  capital  of  Azarbaijan,  N.W.  of  Tihran,  320  miles  S.E.  of  Tiflis.  It 
is  situated  on  an  elevated  slope  at  the  W.  extremity  of  a  wide  plain, 
bounded  on  the  S.W.  by  lake  Urmia,  and  on  the  other  sides  sur- 
rounded by  barren  ranges  of  red  sandstone  hills.  It  is  3 i  to  5  miles  in 
circumference  measuring  round  the  walls,  but  including  its  gardens  and 
suburbs  it  is  10  miles  round.  The  city  is  surrounded  by  a  double  wall 
built  of  sunburnt  brick  and  deep  ditch,  both  of  which  are  in  a  very  dilapi- 
dated condition  and  daily  falling  into  worse  decay.  At  irregular  distance* 
from  each  other  are  towers  of  kiln-burnt  bricks,  to  which  an  attempt  has 
been  made  to  give  the  shape  of  bastions.  The  city  is  divided  into  eight 
quarters,  each  of  which  has  a  gate  of  the  same  name.  The  buildings  at 
Tabriz  are  far  less  striking  than  might  have  been  expected  in  so  famous  a 
city.  Close  to  the  gate  from  which  one  passes  to  the  Tihran  road  is  a  6n» 
ruin  called  the  Kabud  Masjid,  or  '  blue  mosque/  The  ark  is  a  noble  building 
of  burnt  brick,  but  the  walls  are  cracked  in  many  places  by  earthquakes. 
The  streets  of  the  city  are  generally  narrow  and  always  unpleasant, 
in  dry  weather  from  the  quantity  of  dust,  and  in  wet  from  the  deep  mud. 
The  hou-es  of  Tabriz  are  usually  of  one  storey  only,  built  round  courts,  into 
which  all  the  windows  look.  The  city,  therefore, — that  part  occupied  by 
bazaars  and  shops  excepted, — offers  the  appearance  of  a  labyrinth  of  unpartd 
lanes,  with  mud  walls  on  each  side,  varied  only  by  narrow  doors  and  the 
arched  brick  gateways  of  larger  mansions.  There  are  12  public  baths  m 
Tabriz,  some  of  which  are  handsome.  There  are,  however,  no  public  build- 
ings of  any  note  at  present  at  Tabriz.     Indications  of  the  great  maidtm  are 
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still  to  be  observed,  and  the  bazaar  Kaisaria  is  still  known,  but  a  wooden 
roof  has  been  substituted  for  its  former  arched  one.  The  Ark  All  Shah  is 
the  most  interesting  structure  at  present  in  Tabriz,  principally  because  it 
contains  an  arsenal.  The  danger  of  earthquakes  has  taught  the  inhabit* 
ants  of  Tabriz  to  build  their  houses  as  low  as  possible,  and  to  employ  more 
wood  than  brick  and  plaster  in  their  construction.  For  the  same  reason 
the  bazaars  have  only  wooden  roofs,  and  are  not  arched  as  those  in  other 
Persian  cities.  The  bazaars  are  about  the  same  size  as  those  of  Tihran,  but 
neither  so  well-built  nor  so  regular*  Adjoining  them  are  two  fine  caravan- 
sarais.  There  is  also  another  not  far  distant,  usually  called  the  Georgian 
sarai.  These  are  the  best  in  the  city.  The  British  Consulate  at  Tabriz  is  a 
spacious  residence  with  some  fifteen  rooms,  all  on  the  same  floor, — for  there 
is  no  second  storey,— and  with  stabling  for  thirty-two  horses.  There  are,  as 
in  all  Persian  houses  of  mark,  an  outer  and  an  inner  court,  with  a  smiling 
garden  and  a  few  fine  trees  in  each.  The  population  of  Tabriz  is  estimated 
in  the  Imperial  'Gazetteer  at  80,000.  Water  is  scarce  in  Tabriz,  and  the 
supply  of  the  different  parts  of  the  town  is  in  the  hands  of  private  indivi- 
duals, who  at  their  own  expense  have  constructed  aqueducts  from  springs  at 
some  distance  for  the  supply  of  the  town. 


Route  No.  369. 

TABBfz  TO   A8LAND(JZ,   tid  AHAR. 


Juthori  fy.— Moeier. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlCTAVCI,  XV  MIXES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


1.    BlBA»0,OrBoBINJ 

2.  Khoja 


•  •• 


East 


The  road  begins  to  a  sc?nd,  but  it  is  good  till 
near  the  summit  of  the  hills  overlooking  Tabriz, 
when  it  becomes  rather  rugged.     It  then   de- 
scends gradually  among  wild  and  barren  moun- 
tains to  the  Aji  Chai,  which  is  crossed  by  a  ford  and  a  bridge  close  to  each  other. 


3.  Shahbuk            ... 

..< 

... 

N.N.E.  The  road  descends  the  whole  way,  and 
the  march  is  terminated  by  a  steep  rise  "oyer  a 
small  hill.  Water  here  is  brackish.  There  is  a 
good  deal  of  cultivation  in  the  plain  below. 

4,  Gktikjuk 

••• 

•  .. 

E.N.E.  The  road  first  goes  E.,  then  enters 
among  mountains,  and  descends  by  the  well- 
watered  valley  of  Ahar  Chai. 

6.  AfllB                  ... 

•  •a 

•  •• 

E.N.E. 

6.   KlSHLAK                  ... 

•  •• 

#•• 

E.S.E.  Boad  follows  the  banks  of  the  Ahar 
river. 

• 

7.  Ahhadbaglu 

... 

»••            * 

20  miles  N.E.  The  road  is  first  through 
mountains,  and  then  over  a  plain,  in  which  is  the 
Mashkin  Chai. 
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Route  No.  SG9—contd. 
Tabriz  to  Aslanduz,  vid  Ahdr— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  plact. 


8.  Vija,  or  Bijah  ... 


9.  Aetapbh  (Akhbu- 

BUN  HlLLP). 

10.  Aslanduz 


••• 


... 


N.E. 


N.N.E. 


N.W. 


Dewripttai,  Ac. 


From-  Ahar  there  is  another    route,  of  which  the    stages  are  as  fol- 
lows : — 


To  AhXb  (3  stages)... 

60 

I        60 

•V  Amibu 

... 

12 

72 

6.  Navasab 

... 

8 

80 

6.  AlGLiN 

... 

8 

88 

7.  Tangubat 

•«* 

8 

96 

8.  Sabigatch 

•  M 

6 

102 

9.  Kabbachat 

... 

18 

120 

10.  Aslanduz 

... 

16 

136 

See  Route  "  Tabriz  to  Astfca.  vid  Ahar." 


Route  No.  370. 

» 
TABEfz  TO  ASTARA,  via  AHAR  AND  ARDABfL. 

Authority.— MacGregor. 


Stagt  or  halting  plact. 


Description,  Ae* 


1.  Ehoja 


•  •* 


20 


20 


N.E.  On  quitting  Tabriz,  the  road  fr 
about  a  mile  runs  along  the  right  bank  of  tit 
Bosraiyeh  river,  and  then  ascending,  approaebs 
the  hills  to  the  N.E.  of  the  city.  At  * 
miles  reach  the  summit  of  the  ascent*  whir: 
I  is  stony,  and  in  some  places  exceedingly  *t**f- 
The  descent  is  shorter  and  less  steep  than  the  ascent,  and  leads  into  a  fine  cultivated  Talk? 
The  road  level  and  free  from  stones.    The  village  of  Khoja  contains  about  60  or  70 
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Route  No.  870— contd. 
Tabriz  to  Atldra,  vid  Ahar  and  Arda6tl~-contA. 


Blagf  or  halting  platt. 


Dihajtcs,  nr  xilbb. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  kc. 


2.  KizilKafut 


20 


40 


N.E.  After  leaving  Khoja,  the  country 
is  covered  with  small  isolated  green  and  red  hills, 
varying  from  30  to  100  feet  in  height.  At  8 
miles  passed  the  village  of  Shehrek,  3  or  4 
miles  to  the  left  of  the  road.  At  16  miles  crossed  a  richly  cultivated  valley,  running 
N.W.  and  S.E.,  with  a  small  hamlet  at  some  distance  to  right  Afterwards  gently 
undulating  ground.  A  range  of  snowy  mountains  bearing  S.E.  The  road  level  and  pass- 
able for  carriages. 


3.  Ahab 


•  a. 


20 


60 


N.E.  The  road  gradually  descends  from 
Kizil  Kapan  into  a  valley.  At  3  miles  a 
ruined  caravan  aarai  marks  the  commencement  of 
a  gentle  ascent,  about  1  mile  in  length,  by  the 
side  of  a  small  stream.  The  descent  for  3  miles  is  more  abrupt.  A  ruined  caravansarai  stands 
at  the  foot  of  the  pass.  One  mile  beyond,  the  road  turns  to  the  eastward,  and  follows  the 
coarse  of  the  Ahar  river  on  its  right  bank.  A  range  of  hills  to  the  N.  sprinkled  with 
The  road  after  clearing  the  pass  is  excellent,  being  hard,  level,  and  free  from  stones. 


snow. 


Much  cultivation.    Wheat  and  barley  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 


4.  Kibwlam.  ...  (  10  70  f      At  4  miles  the  road  crosses  the  stream  of  Ahar 

and  continues  on  its  southern  bank.  From  4 
miles  to  10  miles  a  rich  tract  of  country  occurs, 
called  Savalan  Shami,  about  6  miles  in  length, 
and  4  in  breadth,  covered  with  cultivation,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river,  which  is  reserved 
for  pasturage.  A  range  of  mountains  called  Shaivek,  distant  about  8  miles  to  the  N. 
of  toe  road.  At  9  miles  pass  the  village  of  Tazeh  Kond,  containing  20  or  30  houses,  situated 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ahar  stream,  after  crossing  which  the  road  passes  over  a  succession 
of  ridges  and  ravines  which  descend  to  the  river  from  the  Kashka  range,  distant  about  4  miles 
on  the  right,  and  crosses  several  small  streams.  Kishlak  is  a  village  containing  about  30 
houses. 


5.  Suj  BviIk 


•%. 


6.  YUKHIBB 


••• 


14 


9 


84 


93 


A  small  village  to  the  left  of  the  road,  situated 
on  the  pinnacle  of  an  isolated  hill,  at  the  foot  of 
which  flows  the  Ahar  stream.  It  is  surrounded 
by  a  wall,  and  contains  about  20  poor  huts. 


For  the  first  4  miles  the  road  is  uneven  and 
stony  over  hills  on  the  right  bank  of  the  stream. 
At  4  miles  the  road  quits  the  river,  which  flows 
to  the  N.E.  to  join  the  Kara  Su.  At  7 
miles  passed  the  village  of  Miz&r,  containing  about  20  houses,  situated  on  the  spur  of  a  hill 
to  the  right  After  leaving  the  river,  the  roads  lead  over  undulating  ground,  sloping  to  the 
north,  and  richly  cultivated  with  wheat  and  rice. 


7.  NasxubXd 


8.  NamXajJ) 


••• 


••♦ 


13 


6 


106 


112 


A  considerable  village,  situated  on  the  side  of 
a  deep  ravine  running  from  the  hills  to  the  right 
in  the  direction  of  the  Ahar  river. 

Large  village  with  abundance  of  water.  A 
range  of  mountains  sprinkled  with  snow,  about 
20  miles  distant,  extending  N.W.  and  S.E. 
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Route  No.  370 — concld. 
Tabriz  to  Attar  a,  via  Ahdr  and  J  rddbil— condd. 


DlSTAJTCK,  IV  MILES. 

Stage  or  baiting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description.  Ac 

9.  DUJAKT 

10.  Okab                  ... 

14 
10 

126 
136 

Large  village  with  abundance  of  water. 

Large  village  surrounded  by  gardens  an '    • 
chards  in  a  valley  running  down   from   M 
Savalan.    Abundance  of  water.    The  valUy  r-  • 
cultivated.     Between  AH  and  Onar  ia  thr  %  • 
of  Kara  Kara,  about  4  miles  to  the  left  c'  * 
road  on  the  left  or  southern  bank  cf  the  Kan- 

Within  2  miles  of  Onar  lies  the  Tillage  of  Loro,  about  a  mile  to  the  left  of  the  road. 


11.  Shasowab 


.*• 


12.  ABDABfL 


13.  NamIk 


25 

161 

14 

175 

* 

11 

186 

Large  village  with  abundance  of  water.    5c*" 
village  of  Kurd  Kishlak  on  the  left  of  the  n*. 


Eich  cultivation  of  wheat,  barley,  and   r 
between  Sumarin  and  Ardabil.     Head  exc  "  - 
Gradual  slope  of  country  from  the  skirts  uJ^v 
lin  to  Kara-su. 


Leaving  Ardabfl  immediately  outside  the  %*i 

the  road  crosses  the  small  river  Ralikli.  and  :  •  • 
a  north-easterly  direct  ion  across  the  plain .    i!  i  ■ 
villages  are  scattered  about,  among  which  Erv1  • 
Boglan,     Kerlan,     Kurtabad,     Augbulik.   a* 
Ziranah  lie  nearest  the  road.     During  thr  ' 
hour's  march,  as  far  as  the  village  of  Akbulak,  the  plain  is  well  cultivated ;  on  thr  »• 
side  it  is  more  sandy  and  barren.     Four  miles  further  we  ford  the  Karasu,  depth   not   ?    - 
than  3J  feet  in  the  middle,  and  the  width  about  16  yards,  whioh  divides  Ardabil  from  T 
then  pass  the  villages  of  Gighere,  Kendi,  and  Soulak,  and  turning  N.  over  a  l.«w 
approach  Narain.     Namfn  is  a  very  pretty  village  situated  in  a  small  valley  at  the  i\*i  ■' 
the  mountains  which  divides  the  upper  country  from  the  low  lands  of  Talish. 


14.  Astaba  ...  28  214  1      On    quitting     Namin,   1   mile  to  tV  S: 

is  the   village  of   Daderan,  whence    ttx»    ^ 
turns  E.  by  N  ,  leaving  Khan   Agha  U: • 
the    right,    and   crossing  the    brow  o^  a 
sprinkled  with  underwood,  parses  within  *.■ 
half  a  mile  of  Mount  Shindan,  a  perpemi.  ■  - 
rock  which  marks  the  south-western  point  of  Russian  Talish.    From  this  point  tv  *  - 
descends  through'  thick  wood,  scarcely  payable  at  this  season  from  mud  and  meltinr  *t  * 
leaving  the  village  of  Venabin  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  on   the  nc". 
miles  beyond  is  the  hamlet  of  Haji  Amir.    An  abrupt  descent  through  thick  underwit*:.  * 
we  reach  the  stream  of  Kala  Kushi,  a  feeder  of  the  Astara  river,  which  we  c*oss  a^l 
tinue  along  its  left  bank,  over  the  projecting  offsets  of  thickly  wooded  hilU    The  Kala  a> 
is  said  to  mark  the  frontier  from  its  source  near  the  mountain  of  Shindan  to  the  point  w\- 
joins  the  Astara  river,  which  thence  becomes  the  boundary  between  Russia  and   IVrvia  ' 
embouchure  in  the  Caspian.    At  28  miles,  having  crossed  and  recrossed  the  river  8  tim#*  •*»•  ■ 
the  village  of  Astara,  seated  on  each  side  the  stream  at  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  its  catlrt  »' 
the  Caspian. 
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Route  No.  371 

Tabr!z  to  BayXzid,  via  Kaor. 


Authority.— Moriee. 


Stags  or  baiting  place. 


Distance,  nr  milm. 


Intermc- 
diaU. 


Total. 


1.  AlishXh 


••» 


24 


24 


Description,  Ac. 


In  6£  hours  reach  Alishah.  Bearing  of  route, 
N.  75°  W.  Kept  to  the  E.  of  the  plain, 
in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  along  the  road 
through  the  centre,  which  was  on  June  1st  in 
many  places  flooded.  iJear  Tabriz  on  the  left  are  some  houses  and  gardens ;  then  the  Tillage 
«f  i>layan.  Having  tra relied  3  miles  from  Tabriz,  on  a  bearing  nearly  N.,  we  came  to  a 
bridge  of  nine  large  and  three  small  arches,  thrown  over  the  river  Aji,  which  flows  from 
E.  to  W\,  and  falls  into  Lake  Urmia.  It  rises  near  Ardabil,  and  is  fordable  by  mules 
where  we  crossed  it  About  4  miles  from  Tabriz  passed  the  village  of  Alwar,  and  3  miles 
farther  on,  another  village  of  the  same  name,  each  surrounded  by  a  cultivated  territory,  and 
intersected  by  dykes  and  kandts.  The  greater  part  of  the  plain  is  of  a  soil  strongly  impreg- 
nated with  salt.  About  4  miles  from  Alishah  we  crossed  a  bridge  of  four  arches  ;  luxuriant 
crops  of  barley  and  corn  in  the  vicinity  The  plain  of  Tabriz  extends  far  to  the  W.  and 
S.     The  salt  lake  of  Urmia  is  about  25  miles  from  A  lis  hah. 


2.  Tasuj  ...  32  56         After  leaving  Alishah,  the  road  skirt*  Shibas- 

ter,  a  large  town  surrounded  by  several  villages, 
with  luxuriant  cultivation.  Streams  of  water 
meandered  in  every  direction.  Near  Shihaster, 
we  passed  the  village  of  Mesholeh,  and  lower 
down  in  the  plain,  those  of  Arsoleh  «nd  Hali 
on  the  left  of  the  road.  Others  are  seen  at  every  turn  of  the  road  situated  at  small  intervals 
at  either  side  alternately.  The  road  skirts  the  lake  throughout  its  course.  At  about  5  miles 
from  Tasuj  is  a  village  on  the  left,  called  Radhar  Khana,  where  was  a  custom-house.  We 
were  8  hours  on  the  road.  Bearing  of  road,  N.  60°  \Y.  Ta»uj  has  a  number  of  old 
ruins  abont  it,  and. must  formerly  have  been  a  large  place. 


3.  Khoi 


%»• 


36 


92 


Our  course  for  the  first  10  miles  to  the  f  ot  of 
the  range  which  encloses  the  plain  and  lake  bore 
nearly  W.,  when  we  suddenly  turned  to  the 
N.,  through  mountains,  and  for  10  miles  more 
wound  among  them  through  very  narrow  defiles 
and  by  sharp  ascents  and  descents,  till  we 
reached  on  the  far  side  the  plain  of  Khoi.  Towards  the  lake  the  mountains  are  mostly  of  an 
argillaceous  soil ;  but  towards  Khoi,  they  are  green  to  their  summits,  and  have  valleys  covered 
with  fine  pasture.  At  the  distance  of  2  farsakhs  from  Khoi  (7  miles),  we  passed  on  the 
right  the  village  of  Disajis,  surrounded  by  fields  of  wheat  and  barley ;  on  the  left  of  the  pluin 
are  more  villages.  Passed  a  small  range  of  hills  and  came  all  at  once  on  the  plain  of  Khoi. 
Crossed  the  Otur  by  a  seven-arched  bridge ;  the  river  flows  from  W.  to  E.,  and  falls  into 
the  Araxes  or  Ar  as,  about  12  farsakhs  (42  miles)  to  the  E.  The  plain  of  Khoi  (in  breadth 
from  N.  to  S.  5  miles,  and  in  length  10  miles)  wan  covered  with  corn,  broken  only  here 
and  there  by  the  foliage  of  enclosed  gardens.  Khoi  is  surrounded  with  a  wall,  and  with 
towers  of  different  construction  to  torat  of  the  fortified  towns  of  Persia.  They  are  triai^ju- 
lar  in  front  with  a  species  of  connecting  work  behind.  There  are  five  gates  which  are  of 
stone. 


4.   PlBSH 


6 


lection  of  houses  and  gardens. 


98 


A  villag*.  situated  on  the  declivity  of  the  hills 
which  gradually  form  the  bases  <<f  the  adjoinii.g 
moun  aius.  The  road  over  the  plain  was  through 
rich  country.   Two  miles  from  Khoi  is  a  large  col* 
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5.  Zanvieh 


plain,  surrounded  like  a 


24 


122 


We  did  the  distance  in  6  J  hoars.    Baad  on  i 

bearing    of    N.     60°    W.      From     Pireb    w 

entered  mountains  of  easy  access,  which,  alo  < 

10  miles  before  reaching  Zanvieh,  opened  Ll*  »  * 

basin  by  mountains  on  all  sides  inclining  to  the  centre.    On  entrr;  _: 


the  plain  is  the  village  of  Sefawan,  high  on  the  right,  and  on  the  left,  a  small  village 
Khore.    The  plain  was  cultivated  in  all  parts. 


6.  KabIAinsh       ...  18  140    I     The    road     on    a  bearing    of    N.  20"  W. 

Owing  to  rain  the  road  was  very  muddy.  Fr  •» 
camp  we  took  a  turn  W.  to  the  village  of  Ik  .:•.. 
on  the  borders  of  a  mountain  torrent.  Fartvr 
on  for  some  miles  the  road  traverses  a  path  formed  by  the  gradual  meeting  of  the  spun  .: 
the  mountains.  It  then  entered  an  oval  plain,  extending  for  about  8  miles  from  X.  t? 
and  3  miles  in  breadth.  There  are  about  21  villages  about  Kara  Aineh.  Fiftv  mi'* 
8.W.  of  Kara  Aineh,  is  Van,  from  whence  a  road  here  joins  in.  The  track  over  winch  «r 
passed,  though  generally  of  admirable  soil,  was  for  the  greater  part  a  waste.  We  taw,  how. 
ever,  immense  flocks  grazing  in  the  recesses  of  the  mountains. 


7.  Aoaxnc 


!•• 


22  162  Bearing  N.  20°  W.     Road,  on    aeommt   d 

rain,  very  bad.  A  swamp  at  the  extrvmitr  d 
plain.  After  passing  the  village  of  Ak-d»-'. 
the  road  leaves  the  plain,  and  winds  throng 
valleys  formed  by  the  western  mountains.  About  12  mil**  from  Kara  Aineh  are  *er-^ 
hills.  After  quitting  the  hills,  enter  the  plains,  at  the  extremity  of  which  is  Agaiik,  a  mwrj*  > 
Armenian  village.  In  the  centre  of  the  plain  we  met  a  caravan  from  Urmia,  which  r»- 
been  eight  days  on  the  journey,  which,  at  the  rate  of  4  agatch  (or  aabat,  the  riding  boor)  a  da/, 
would  make  tie  distance  about  100  miles. 


8.  BatIzid  ...         14  176  About  2}  miles  from  Agajik  is  another  Arase- 

nian  village  called  Kilissa,  and  at  3\  mil*  art 
the  boundaries  of  the  Persian  and  Turkish  trrri- 
tones,  marked  by  a  ruined  tower  situated  in  tk» 

centre  of  a  valley.    Bayazid  is  situated  close  to  the  foot  of  Mount  Ararat    This  is  the  <bre* 

route  to  Constantinople. 


From  Khoi  there  is  another  route,  of  which  the  stages  are  as  follows  :— 


1.  Aljax 


2.  Kilisaxaxakd   ... 


3.  MuKHua 


4.  BayXzid 


•  •• 

26 

25 

•  •■ 

27 

62 

•  •• 

15 

67 

It. 

35 

102 
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Route  No.  372. 

From  TabrIz  to  KarmanshXh,  via  BinXb  and  Sain  Kala. 
Authority.— Napier. 


DXBlAWCS.  IV  MELBfl. 

Staff*  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  Sabdab6d 

H 

8| 

From  the  "  Ark, "  or  citadel,  in  the  centre  of 
Tabriz  to  the  south -western  outskirts  is  a  distance 
of  about  2  miles,  for  the  most  part  through  high- 
walled  gardens. 

Clearing  gardens,  follow  good  wide  track  bearing  about  W.S.W. ;  low  undulations  of  Kuh 
Sahnnd,  distant  on  average  1  mile. 

At  3}  miles  pass  village  Lala,  £  mile  left.  At  5  miles  pass  village  Lawasan,  30  houses,  i 
mile  l"ft ;  gardens  i  mile  right.     Road  touches  hill  skirts. 

Skirting  hills  closely,  at  b*  miles  pass  village  Ahmakia,  on  hill  nlope,  1  mile  left. 

At  7  miles  cross  low  ridge  (50  feet)  which  falls  away  into  plain,  %  mile  right,  and  descend 
into  wide  hollow  filled  with  gardens  and  cultivation  of  Sardaru  I. 

At  8j  miles,  passing  through  high-walled  gardens,  reach  village  of  Sardardd. 

Itoad  throughout  stony,  but  level  and  wide. 

Two  and  a  half  hours. 


2.  GtolN  ...  26  34J  f      Cross  the  Sardanid  (dry  for  8  or  9  months)  by 

stone  bridge ;  pans  under  mud  fort  Zalazil ;  and 
I  at  1 J  miles  clear  garden  walls. 

Bear  N.W.  skirting  hills. 

At  2  miles  road  off  left  to  Khuardshah. 

At  2 \  miles  lar^e  caravansarai.  Road  thence  lies  across  level  plain,  at  average  distance 
from  hillskirt  of  1  mile. 

At  4}  miles  Tenkala,  40  houses,  }  mile  right.  At  5}  miles  Isferan,  100  houses,  in  glen 
1  mile  left. 

At    7}  miles  cross  road  to  Khusrfishah,  1,000  houses,  2  miles  left. 

At  9}  miles  large  caravansarai,  Khusrushah ;  village  Tazukand,  1  mile  in  rear. 

At  1<>!  miles  pass  hamlet  Shustar. 

At  13  miles  through  large  village  Ilkhiji,  300  houses,  extensive  gardens. 

At  14  miles  touch  hillskirts. 

At  15£  miles,  skirting  hills  closely  over  undulating  stony  road,  pass  hamlet  Khasawan. 

At  17  miles  road  off  left  to  Mamaghan  and  Dokharagon  ;  large  villages  lying  in  hill- 
skirt  left,  having  respectively  600  and  800  houses. 

Thence  road  lies  across  level  grassy  plain,  stretching  from  base  of  hills  left  to  shore  of 
Lake  Urmia,  15  to  20  miles  right. 

At  18}  miles,  road  off  right  to  hamlets  below  Giigun. 

At  24  miles  reach  Gugan,  passing  through  gardens  for  1  mile.  Hamlets  and  gardens 
extend  right  and  left  for  3  or  4  miles. 

Koad  throughout  level  and  good.    Water  frequent. 

Seven  hours.    Supplies  and  forage  scarco,  but  water  and  firewood  plentiful. 


3.  AjiBSHfft  «..  21£  66    [     At  1  mile  clear  gardens  of  Gugan,  and  fellow 

narrow    devious   tiack    S.    through     cultivated 
valley  ;  hills  on  left  touching  road. 

At  2  J  miles  enter  defile  commanded  by  steep  crests  of  50  to  100  feet;  path  narrow,  but 
passable  for  guns. 

At  3i  miles  clear  defile  and  traverse  open  plateau  draining  N.W.  and  S.W.  into 
lake  Urmia. 

At  6  miles  cross  low  ridge,  and  descend  by  easy  gradients. 

At  8  miles  emerge  on  plain  opening  on  lake  lying  2  miles  right. 
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At  10J  miles  pass  village  Khanian,  40  houses,  and  enter  glen  commanded  bv  loir,  f» 
hills.  * 

At  12 J  miles  cross  low  ridge  and  descend  over  undulating  plateau  to  small  stream  flevre 
into  lake.     Koad  from  Khanian  comes  in  along  stream  on  right  rear. 

At  15  J  miles  pass  small  guard-house,  and  follow  glen  commanded  by  low  hills,  100  to  •  * 
feet. 

At  10 J  miles  cross  low  ridge  into  glen  draining  S.W.  into  lake. 

At  l8i  miles  cross  spur  S.  of  stream,  and  descend   into  cultivated  open   plain,   V.  t 
mile?. 

Alternative  road  turns  off  left,  olinging  to  hillskirt,  and,  passing  through  Khanagha,  ;«  .* 
lower  road  some  miles  on. 

Thence  3  miles  to  Ajab^Mr,  large  village  of  300  houses,  with  extensive  gardens. 

Koad  tn rough out  practicable  for  guns,  or  easily  improvable. 

Six  hours. 


across  cv« 


4.  BikIb  ...  12£  68 ^        Leave    Ajabshfr    and   bear  S.E. 

tivated  plain. 

At  £  mile  cross  the  Karachai,  small  stream  flowing  in  wide  bed  with  perpendicular 
banks  10  to  12  feet  high,  gravelly  bo1  torn. 

At  1}  miles  pass  through  village  Tappa,  15  houses,  and  bear  E.  to  foot  of  bills.  E*sw 
from  Khanagha  comes  in  left  rear. 

Thence  skirting  hills  closely,  pas*  at  3}  miles  village  Khudaru,  50  houses,  on  cultirv  : 
plain  extending  to  shore  of  lake,  distant  l£  miles. 

At  5  miles,  leave  hill&kirt,  and  enter  wide  expanse  of  pasture  and  mud  flats.    R»W  t 
town  of  Muragha,  distant  10  miles,  turns  off  left. 

At  7}  miles  over  flats  crossed  by  paved  causeway,  20  feet  wide.  Depression  filled  ^ 
spring  bv  water  of  lake,  and  difficult  to  pass  at  all  times  after  rain. 

At  8*  miles  pavement  ends,  and  track  continues  on  low  embankment. 

At  11}  miles  reach  outskirts  of  town  Binab,  2.0U0  houses.  Thence  for  1  mile  w  : 
through  exfc  nsive  high-walled  gardens.  Road  good  throughout ;  stony  and  undulating  •»*»• 
hillskirt,  and  likely  to  be  heavy  on  the  level  after  rain,  but,  with  aid  of  causeway,  cerUii- * 
at  times  passable  for  wheels. 

Four  hours. 


6.  Laiilxr  ...  23  91J        Traverse  gardens  of  Binab.  and  cross  th*  ^-5 

chai,  small  stream  flowing  in  wide  sandy  bed,  ■  r 
sound  stone  bridge  of  5  arches. 

Bear  S.S.W.,  and  at  1  mile  pass  village  Khan  a  Bars,  100  houses. 

At  2 J  miles  strike  edge  of  wide  plain  and  skirt  hills  left. 

At  3 J  miles  road  to  Miandoab  turns  off  right  front. 

At  4J  miles,  along  hillskirt,  pies  hamlet  Khanabad.  At  8}  miles,  over  plain  sad  opr» 
downs,  pnss  village  Yolghtinay,  2  miles  left. 

At  10}  miles  descend  into  cultivated  level  plain  with  a  few  large  villages. 

At  12?  miles  pass  through  largo  village  Malik  Kandi,  300  houses. 

Tbenc1  over  cultivated  plain,  passing  at  13J  miles,  village  Karschar,  1  mile  left.  At 
1 i*>  miles  Ynz-bashi-kandi,  f  mile  right.  At  15  miles  Tappa,  \  mile  right.  Cultivation  *■- 2» 
here,  and  barren  level  plain  extends  to  Lailan,  200  houses,  23  miles.  Koad  throughout  w*y 
good. 

Six  and  a  half  hours. 

The  village  of  Lailan  is  a  fair  type  of  the  villages  on  the  elevated  portion  of  the  di«trir* 
It  stands  on  a   nearty  level  plain,  irrigated  to  a  very  small  extent,  and  barren  tnuogQ  »*• 
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appearance  elsewhere,  but  capable  of  producing  6ne  crops  of  wheat  with  sufficient  and  season* 
al>le  rain.  There  are  no  gardens  or  vineyards  to  screen  the  village,  and  the  mnd  houses  are 
of  one  single  storey,  with  a  small  enclosure  for  cattle.  The  whole  covers  a  small  extent  of 
g^round,  and  oould  not  be  held  for  half  an  hour  against  a  force  provided  with  guns. 


G.  KashawIb 


•• « 


15 


106 J  I  Leave  Lailan  on  bearing  S.E.,  skirting  plain 
I  at  I  mile  from  hill  slope  left. 

At  3  miles  cross  dry  gravelly  bed  of  Lailan  stream,  and  approaching  hills,  pass  hamlet 
Turabad. 

At  3  miles  pass  hamlet  Tazakand,  5  houses,  and  enter  defile  enclosed  by  low  hills  of  easy 
•lopo. 

Thence  on  same  bearing,  over  open  downs  cultivated  in  parts,  to  Chalkamar,  40  houses, 
near  banks  of  small  stiean,  Bowing  W.S  W.  towards  the  Jaghetu  river  and  the  lake, 
9\  miles. 

Other  villages,  gardens  and  cultivation  visible  lower  down  stream. 

Cross  stream  and  bend  towards  high  ridge  skirting  valley  on  N. 

At  11}  miles  cross  low  spur  and  descend  into  valley  of  Jaghetu  river  enclosed  by  high 
ridges  and  under  1  mile  in  width. 

Thence  bend  up  valley,  skirting  hills  to  left  closely. 

At  1*2  miles  pass  hamlet  Fara,  10  houses,  and  14}  miles  Najar,  50  houses. 

At  \\\  miles  cross  wide  gravelly  bed  of  torrent  draining  lateral  valley  on  left,  and  at  15 
miles  reach  Kashaw&r,  large  village,  100  houses,  with  ruined  mud  fort  on  mound.  Road 
throughout  good  and  practicable  for  wheels.  Height  commanding  it,  everywhere  of  easy 
slopes  and  accessible  to  infantry  or  light  guns. 

Four  hours. 


/ . 


Bain  Kala. 


••> 


1« 


121 


From  Lailan  there  are  two  roads  up  valley  of 
the  Jsghetn.  one  clinging  closely  to  hi  11  skirt  to 
left  of  valley,  usually  taken  by  caravans  in 
winter  or  wet  weather,  the  other  more  direct, 
taking1  nearly  centre  of  valley.    The  two  join  some  miles  higher  up. 

Following  direct  road  by  good  but  devious  path,  at  2  miles  pass  through  hamlet  Kara- 
joi,  and  at  2)  miles  pass  Azezkandi,  j-  mile  left. 

At  3  J  miles  reach  small  mound  of  volcanic  rocks,  at  base  of  which  lies  hamlet  Akhchala. 

Thence  on  to  hamlot  Hoolakun,  10  houses,  5 \  miles. 

At  7  miles  pass  hamlet  Yungnr,  eight  houses,  and  at  8}  miles  reach  hamlet  Chichektu,  10 
houses,  with  new  well-built  mud  fort  having  four  solid  flanking  towers  and  curtain  walls  of 
about  150  yards.  A  side-road  to  Khatunabad  and  Bibikandi,  large  villages  of  Af&har  district, 
turn*  off  to  riirht  front.     Large  village  Kaka-tappa,  1  mile  left. 

At  9  miles  caravan  road  comes  in  left  renr. 

Thence  skirting  low  undulations  on  left  hand  at  11 J  miles  reach  strong  village  of 
Muhammadjik,  of  100  houses,  commanded  by  strong  square  fort  with  masonry  flanking  towers 
rn  natural  mound  60  to  70  feet  high.  Low  heights  command  fort  at  distance  of  300  to  500 
yards. 

At  12£  miles  road  contracted  by  low  undulations  and  river;  detour  to  left  easily  made. 

Thence  to  Sain  Kala,  14£  miles,  village  of  100  houses. 

Fort  of  Sain  Kala,  commanding  village,  stands  on  high  natural  mound,  and  is  strongly 
built,  but  without  water. 

Road  thronghout  good  and  practicable  for  wheels. 

Four  and  a  half  hours. 


8.  BiNjtJD 


•«. 


14 


135 


From    Sain  Kala,    bear    nearly    due    S.    to 
foot  of  low  hills  enclosing  valley  to  left 
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At  lj  miles  enter  hilly  tract  and  bear  away  from  the  Jaghetu,  which  also  bends  W 
towards  Sakiz,  village  and  district  of  Kurdistan,  distance  30  miles. 

At  6£  miles  commence  ascent  passing  over  spurs  of  Mannar  Dagh,  considerable  mounts^ 
£.  of  Sain  Kala. 

At  6  miles  reach  hamlet  Khoja  AH,  400  feet  above  the  Jaghetu* ;  ascent  easy,  road  gi*»l 
commanded  by  accessible  heights  of  2(H)  to  500  feet. 

Thence  continue  to  ascend  over  ridge  and  hollow  to  Kizilkabr,  40  houses,  9{  mile*,  aire* 
900  feet  above  the  Jaghetu.  Road  good,  but  winding  and  broken  by  steep  pitches ;  commix- 
ed to  left  hand  by  heights  of  400  to  1,000  feet     liight  open  plateau. 

Road  turns  off  left  to  Turki  Wairan,  large  village,  distant  2  miles. 

From  Kizilkabr  descend  over  sharp  undulations  £  mile  to  Karachai,  small  stream  flowi^ 
N.W.  to  join  the  Jaghetu. 

Thence  follow  up  left  bank  of  stream  through  narrow  defile ;  road  in  parts  very  nanrv. 
but  easily  improvable ;  heights  on  either  hand  precipitous  and  inaccessible,  600  to  HOO  fcvi 

At  13 J  miles  cross  stream  by  sound  masonry  bridge  15  feet  wide,  and  bend  S.W.  ?r 
narrow  glen  to  village  Sanjud,  30  houses  (14}  miles). 

Road  narrow  and  tortuous,  but  easily  improveabie ;  heights  on  either  hand  iccrdir^ 
easily  and  accessible. 

Five  and  a  half  hours. 


9.   TlKANTAPAH 


Vr 


27  162         From   Sanjdd   follow  glen  8.  and  S.E. 

narrow  winding  path,    commanded  by    E.   J 
plateau,  300  to  000  feet. 

At  1 }  miles  emerge  on  open  plateau  seamed  with  deep  ravines,  draining  W.  and  F- 
into  the  Saruk  tributary  of  Jaghetu,  E.  and  N.  into  the  Karachai.  Ground  for  a  ooopW  i' 
miles  on  either  hand  practicable  for  cavalry  or  guns. 

Thence  ascend  by  easy  gradients  to  10  miles,  and  skirting  culminating  heights  comma*  i- 
ing  road,  400  to  600  feet  (total  height  from  Sanjud  1,100  feet),  dej-cend  along  n»m>w  r  L- 
with  sharp  fall  on  either  hand,  400  feet,  toMahibulak,  8  houses,  12£  miles.    Road  g»od.  v  - 
slopes  everywhere  accessible. 

Thence  descend  over  sharp  undulations  to  glen  of  Gen  Aghatch,  village  of  40  bcu*n. 
]  mile  right,  400  feet,  1  If  miles. 

Thence  over  open  ridge  and  hollow  with  total  fall  of  1,200  feet  to  Saruk  stream,  !*; 
miles.     Road  stony  and  devious,  but  practicable  for  guns.    Stream  f ordablc,  exorpt  in  n\«^ 
gravelly  bottom. 

Cross  Saruk  by  sonnd  stone  bridge  of  3  arches,  15  feet  wide.  Ascend  100  fert  tn  r*** 
ridge,  and  descend  by  easy  gradients  to  valley  of  small  stream  Yurghun-Aghaich-Chai,  $>>%  mz 
K.  into  the  Saruk,  2<>£  miles.  Following  up  stream  through  open  valley,  at  21  miles  *«•• 
GenjakishlaV.     Road  g<*od,  commanded  left  by  easy  heights  50  to  500  feet. 

At  27£  miles  still  following  stream  through  open  valley,  reach  village  Tikan-tappa,  «>.i> 
houses. 

Road  throughout  practicable  or  easily  improvable.    Water  plentiful. 


10.  KhTjshmax&m 


••• 


22 


184 


Leave  Tikan-tappa  and  bear  S.B.,  still  M- 
lowing  stream. 
At  2$  miles  pass  Rajiabad,  20  houses,  \  mile  right,  and  at  4  miles  hamlets  Akkala  sri 
Ilajibaba,  15  houses  each.    Path  to  Arab  Shah,  Dtirbash  and  Kirikhli  turns  off  left.    iU*l 
good,  commanded  by  easy  heights  50  to  400  feet. 

Thence,  still  following  up  valley,  slopes  on  either  hand  receding.    At  8  miles  pass  Sabil  5* 
houses,  1  mile  left.     Road  to  Sehna  turns  off  right  front  over  rough  hilly  tract. 

At  11}  miles,  with  total  ascent  of  275  feet,  reach  crest  of  ridge  separating  drainage  hatits 
Urmia  and  Kizil  Uzan.     Road  open  and  good. 


or  "  Jagata.' 
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Thenoo  descend  by  easy  gradients  to  Kizil  Rulak,  40  houses,  13J  miles ;  descent  about 
6O0  feet.  Road  good,  with  one  or  two  steep  pitches  easily  improvable,  commanded  by  access- 
ible heights  50  to  300  feet.    Village  on  bank  of  brook  flowing  S.,  tributary  to  Kizil  Uzan. 

At  17  miles,  following  stream,  reach  Zafarabad,  40  houses.  Road  narrow  and  winding, 
bat  practicable  for  guns.    Heights  commanding  50  to  7o0  feet. 

At  Zafarabad  bend  sharp  £.  following  stream  through  narrow  gorge  enclosed  by 
accessible  heights,  50  to  300  feet,  and  wind  through  narrow  defile  flanked  by  low  crests  of 
sandstone,  50  to  700  feet. 

At  194  m^es  v&lley  opens  out.  Thence  to  Khushmaka"  m  (80  houses),  2}  miles.  Village, 
with  old  mud  fort  out  of  repair,  situated  on  rising  ground  right  bank  of  stream. 


11.  KarIbulIk 


•  A* 


13 


197 


Leave  Khushmaka'm  following  right  side  of 
▼alley  and  bearing  S.E.  Road  good  over  level 
cultivated  country. 

At  4  miles  ground  broken  and  undulating. 

At  8  miles  reach  narrow  gap  in  ridge  of  Ak  Dagh,  which  rises  to  1,000  feet  above 
valley.  Gap  known  as  Tang-i-Nasirabad,  has  length  of  300  to  400  paces,  and  is  commanded 
by  steep  but  accessible  heights. 

At  8}  mil»s  reach  hamlet  Nasir&bad,  and  ascend  bv  easy  gradients  over  open  plateau. 

At  10J  miles  enter  defile  commanded  by  easy  heights  of  50  to  500  feet.  .  Road  stony 
good  throughout. 

At  12  miles  reach  crest  of  pass  with  total  ascent  of  375  feet,  and  depcend  by  a  steep  slope 
into  wide  undulating  plain.     Koad  to  Tabuna,  distant  4  miles,  turns  off  left. 

Thence  1  mile  over  easy  undulations  to  Karabulak,  50  houses.  Road  good  throughout. 
Percent  from  the  Ak  I>ngh,  about  500  yards,  would  require  some  improvement  for  wheels. 
Rock  on  surface,  hard  limestone 


stony  but 


12.  Blub 


••• 


1« 


212} 


From  Karabul&k  the  direct  caravan  route  to 
Bijar  bears  S.S.E.    To  left  of  road,  open  cul- 
tivated plateau  land  extends  for  some  miles ;  ^o 
right,  easy  heights  10o  to  400  feet.     At  2}  miles 
reach  crest  of  sharp  descent  into  valley  of  Kizil  Uzan,  known  as  Gardan-i-Salamat4bad. 

Thence  descend  2  miles  to  Kizil  Uzan.  Total  descent  875  feet.   Road  narrow  and  tortuous. 

Rock  on  surface,  limestone.    Considerable  labour  necossarv  to  render  pass  practicable  for  guns. 

Cross  stream  by  strong  stone   bridge  of  eight  arches,   120  paces  in  length.  6  paces  in 

breadth.   Stream  unfordable  for  three  months  in  spring  only.  Left  bank  high  and  precipitous ; 

right  open. 

At  \  mile  left,  village  and  new  mud  fort  of  Salamatabad,  commanded  by  spurs  of  range  in 


Thence  following  drainage  line  by  narrow  devious  path,  easily  improvable,  at  7\  miles 
reach  crest  of  wide  expanse  of  open  plateau :  total  ascent  600  feet. 

Thence  over  good  road,  11  miles,  to  hamlet  AH  Badr,  15  houses. 

Thence  still  ascending  over  open  plateau,  at  13£  miles  enter  defile  commanded  at  soma 
distance  by  isolated  precipitous  hills. 

At  14$  miles  pass  village  of  Halwai,  30  houses,  and  at  15}  miles,  Bijar. 

Town  of  1,000  houses,  open  and  lying  in  hollow,  commanded  on  three  sides  by  hill  slopes. 

Road  from  Kizil  Uzan  practicable  for  guns :  total  ascent  1,500  feet. 


13.  KhasiIbXd 


••• 


24 


236J 


Direct  caravan  route  from  Bf  jar  to  KaroiAn- 
sh&h  leaves  town  S.  8°  W.,  and  winds 
through  defile  enlosed  by  low,  rugged,  limestone 
hills. 
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At  \  mile  enter  defile  known  as  the  Tang-i-Kalija,  and  proceed  over  rough,  narrow  t* ' 
tortuous  path  to  crest  of  pass  known  as  Gardan-i-Alakabud,  1 J  miles.  Ascent  550  feet,  tu  ■  - 
ing  heights  100  to  200  feet,  steep  and  rocky,  hut  accessible. 

Thence  sharp  descent  of  50  feet  to  plain. 

At  3 J  miles  reach  village  Alakabud,  60  houses,  and  descend  easy  open  ridge  flanked  '"7 
deep  ravines. 

At  7}  miles  reach  village  and  mud  fort  Chihal  Anriran,  30  houses.  Road  narrow  be 
easily  improvable,  following  narrow  glen  enclosed  by  slopes  under  50  feet. 

At  10  miles  reach  Tarmuras  Rud,  brook  draining  to  Kizil  Uzan.     Road  good  and  07*- 
total  descent  800  feet. 

Crossing  hrook  ascend  over  gently  undulating  country,  and,  at  12}  miles  reach  ekw- 
plateau  of  volcanic  rock  with  steep  rocky  scarps  :  total  descent  300  feet.    Road  good. 

Crossing  plateau,  at  14}  miles,  deFcnd  sharp  incline  200  feet.  Road  narrow,  but  ea-. ! 
improvable,  slopes  being  easy  and  of  soft  rock  (clays  and  marls). 

At  16  miles  cross  small  brook,  village  Kharzain,  40  houses,  }  mile  right :  total  descent  4?S 
feet. 

Thence  traversing  easy  undulating  country  over  good  road,  pass  Chashmah  KW:l  '•' 
houses,  at  18}  miles,  and  at  24  miles  reach  Khasrabad,  large  village  of  300  houMt,  waif  ■ 
by  stream  flowing  E. 

Road  throughout  practicable  for  guns,  or  easily  improvable. 


14.  SaBa  Agatch    ...  23}         259*         From  Khasrabad    pass  8.    over   easy    tin 

lations  to  the  Katchigird  stream.  fcrlabk  *- 
with  sound  bottom,  8  miles.    Kew   caravat  *v^ 
and    hamlet    Sharvek,  5  houses,  leit  of  na 
Abbasabad,  15  houses,  }.mile  left  front. 

Thenca  over  level  plain  to  l)ih  AH  Vardi,  50  houses,  at  12  miles. 

At  13}  miles  over  good  level  road,  pass  Aliabad,  10  houses ;  and  at  15}  miles.  YaV  ' 
Aghatch,  50  houses. 

At  21}  miles  cross  high  road  Tihran  toSehna;  at  23}  miles,  reach  Sera  Aghatch.  "•■ 
houses,  on  banks  of  marshy  stream. 
Road  throughout  good. 


!-» 


15.  SaNQaB  ...  29         288}        From  Sara     Aghatch,    bear    S.SW. 

level  plain  to  gap  in  high  ridge  runntnc  it 
N.W.  to  $.&. 

At  4  miles  enter  narrow  defile  and  pass  village  Kangard,  20  houses,  }  mite  left. 

Thence  by  tortuous  narrow  path  between  steep  ana  barely  accessible  slopes  c€  -O* 
1,000  feet  crowned  by  granite  peaks  to  crest  of  pass  known  as  Gardan-i-GLrdakanu.  7\  &.' 
total  a-  cent  1,000  feet. 

Thence   descend  over   steep   slopes  400  feet,  in   }  mile.   Path  barely  practicih'c 
wheels,  but  improvable  without  serious  difficulty. 

From  foot  of  pas*,  traverse  undulating  plain  7  to  8  miles  in  length  and  breadth, 
on  all  sides  by  mountains. 

At  9}  miles  pa*s  Girdakanab41a,  40  houses,  1  mile  left. 

At  12}  miles  pa<*  through  narrow  gap  in  enclosing  hills,  and  following  small 
13}  miles,  n-ach  Gmlakanup.in,  20  houses.     Road  good. 

Thence  by  good  road  skirting  low  hills,  flanked  right  by  deep  ravine,  at  about  )  miV.  a? ' 
parsing  hamiet  A  slab,  15  houses ;  Goorya  Hoot?,  10  bouses  ;  Baghlashah,  15  house*,  08  -.-- 
to  th     Gawa   Rud,  21}  miles.    Descent  350' ;  streams  small,  fordable,  save  in  dood;  k.::*- 
sound ;  banks  low  and  open  to  }  mile. 
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Thence  ascend  425  fedt  to  pass  at  236  miles.  Ascent  easy.  Road  good,  commanded  by 
accessible  slopes  of  500  to  100  feet.  Lofty  tabular  mountain  of  limestone,  MAh(nlrr1frt  1  njj^ 
left 

Thence  long  steady  descent  to  valley  of  Sangar ;  passing  at  25  miles  hamlet  Haiwatula, 
20  houses,  at  23  miles  reaching  foot  of  descent,  700  feet,  below  pass,  and  at  29  £  miles  town 
of  Sangar. 

Road  good  and  practicable  for  guns ;    where  narrow,  easily  improvable*    Sangar,  2,000 
houses,  open  town,  in  well-cultivated  valley  showing  many  villages. 


16.  GULlCHA  Tapa   ... 


15* 


304 


Leave  Sangar  S.S.W.  At  l£  miles)  over 
level  cultivated  plain,  cross  Shaju  Bad,  brook 
flowing  W.,  and  at  3  miles  touch  skirt  of  lofty 
precipitous  mountain  known  as  DalakhAna. 


Thence  over  easy  undulations,  by  a  stony  and  devious  track  9£  miles,  to  foot  of  pass  known 
as  the  Garjan-i-Mulawas.  Ascent  of  pasB  about  1  mile,  300  feet.  Path  obstructed  by 
boulders,  tortuous  and  narrow,  but  with  practicable  gradients  and  easily  improvable. 

From  crest  of  pass,  descend  900  feet,  passing  at  12)  miles  Jabarabad,  30  houses,  and 
reaching  foot  at  13}  miles.  Road  narrow  with  some  steep  pitches,  but  easily  improvable. 
From  foot  of  pass  traverse  open  plain  of  Dinawar  to  Gulicha  Tapa. 


17.  Bisrrt)* 


••• 


18} 


322J 


sible  cliffs,  800  to  1,000  feet  in  length. 


Bear  S.S.W.  across  plain. 

At  1  mile  cross  small  stream  Jan-Nisar  by 
stone  bridge,  three  arches,  17  feet  wide,  and 
enter  defile  Tang-i-Dinawar,  enclosed  by  inacces- 


Follow  stream  formed  by  junction  of  Kangarshah  stream  with  Jan-Nisar  on  narrow 
tortuous  path  flanked  left  by  stream  and  dense  thickets  of  willow,  right  by  cliffs,  defile  to 
half  mile  wide.    Path  bad,  but  easily  improvable. 

At  3  miles,  following  windings  of  defile,  pass  hamlet  of  Hosainabad :  defile  opening. 

At  5 1  miles  pass  Chashma  Surkhab,  5  houses,  left. 

At  8}  miles  pass  Mazarian,  15  houses,  on  road,  and  Azan  Uzan,  20  houses,  1  mile  left. 
Defile  opens  into  cultivated  valley  14  miles  left. 

At  10  miles  pass  Barnatch,  40  houses,  \  mile  right,  with  strong  new  fort  on  mound, 
having  double  curtain  wall  of  mud.  about  150  yards  and  80  yards  in  length,  and  masonry 
flanking  towers,  commanded  by  hill  slope  at  short  distance. 

At  12  miles  Marankuh,  30  houses,  \  mile  left. 

At  12}  miles  pass  Bakarabad,  i  mile  left,  Najuviran,  20  house*.  \\  miles  right. 

At  13  miles  pass  Kashantu,  50  houses,  }  mile  left;  and  14  \  miles  cross  small  stream, 
unfordable,  with  muddy  bottom,  by  small  stone  bridge,  three  arches,  15  feet  wide. 

At  14}  miles  pass  Haidarabad,  10  houses,  \  mile  left ;  and  at  15?  miles,  Sungarahid,  20 
houses,  \  mile  left. 
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At  174  milespass  mound  Sangar-i-Nadiri,  and  strike  into  high  road  and  telegraph  Hxj 
from  Tihran  to  ETarmanshah.    Thence  to  Bfsitun,  1  mile. 

Road  throughout  good ;  where  narrow,  easily  improvable. 


18.  Ka.bmXnshaH 


20 


342} 


Distance  thence  to  Karmanshah  about  20  nulei 


The  following  general  description  of  the  little  known  country  between 

Lailan  and  Sangar  may  enable  one  the  better  to  appreciate  the  military  feature* 

of  the  above  route : — 

The  first  30  miles  is  tolerably  level  and  the  road  good  ;  but  after  leaving  Sain  Kala  anc 
the  valley  of  the  Jaghetu,  there  is  a  stretch  of  35  miles  of  rough  country  as  far  an  the  viUvr" 
of  Genja  Kishlak,  with  one  narrow  defile  along  the  bank  of  Kowraehai,  a  tributary  of  t 
Jaghetu.  The  total  ascents  amount  to  3,900  feet,  and  descents  to  2,700.  From  (t*a;« 
Kishlak,  an  open  valley  is  followed  up  to  the  watershed  line.  Persian  troops  with  gun*  i  .r» 
several  times  passed  along  the  route,  making  good  stages.  The  hills  are  low  and  of  «s»t 
slopes,  destitute  of  vegetation,  save  a  scanty  herbage.  The  vallevs  open,  abundantly  wav^r. 
fertile,  and  well  cultivated.  In  winter  and  spring,  the  valley  of  the  Jaghetu  is  exten*ttr  jr 
inundated ;  communication  is  carried  on  between  the  villages  on  either  bank  by  boat*.  At 
such  times  the  road  on  the  hillskirt  becomes  difficult,  but  never  impassable.  But  little  *n.  * 
falls  in  the  valley  itself.  The  high  plateaux  about  Mahibulak  are  overed  with  snow  fur :« • 
or  three  months,  and  impassable  often  for  several  days.  Caravans  pass  over  the  snow  wfc  -. 
hardened,  the  gradients  being  everywhere  easy.  The  villages  of  the  Afshar  district  are  *a» *  , 
for  the  most  part  mere  hamlets.  They  number  about  100  in  all,  with  an  averap*  f*f  J" 
houses,  giving  a  population  of  10,001)  souls.  There  are  also  about  200  tents  of  nom*d*.  T:« 
villagers  are  Kurds  and  Turks  with  a  few  A f share,  to  which  tribe  also  the  Khan  belrvj*. 
Grain  U  produced  in  sufficient  quantity  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  district,  but  there  is  !.:\r 
surplus.  Forage  and  fuel  would  be  found  in  the  villages  in  considerable  quantities,  and  -rate 
is  of  course  everywhere  abundant.  Carriage  is  not  procurable.  Camels  are  neither  k«rp*  t* 
reared,  though  the  country  seems  in  every  way  fitted  for  them  and  there,  are  but  few  CisU 

From  Kizil  Bulak  to  Khush rabid,  a  distance  of  60  miles,  the  route  lies  through  tht 
district  of  Gerrds.  The  small  stream  on  which  Kizil  Bulak  stands  winds  through  a  hrvlit 
tract  of  low  hills  of  easy  outline  and  destitute  of  vegetation.  As  far  as  Khd*bm-%kiin.  I 
miles,  the  road  follows  the  windings  of  the  stream.  At  that  point  the  valW  open*  out  a*. 
the  valley  of  the  Kizil  Uzan,  treeless  and  seemingly  barren,  but  having  a  good  *oil  jielc:?; 
fine  crops  even  on  large  tracts  not  irrigated.  Crossing  this  plain,  a  rough  tract  of  moonu^ 
known  as  the  Ak  Dagh,  is  traversed. 

The  worst  portion  of  it,  that  beyond  Kara  Bulak,  may  be  tamed  by  a  line  which  baa  r**s 
followed  by  Persian  guns,  striking  off  from  Kara  Bulak  eastward  to  the  village  of  Kt»U 
Gtil,  4  miles  distant,  thence  down  an  easy  slope  to  the  Kizil  Uzan,  and  up  its  open  level  t«i 
till  the  caravan  road  is  rejoined  near  the  bridge  of  Sattmatabad,  a  detour  of  10  to  12  it  '  « 
at  most.  The  passes  of  Fasirabad  and  Salamatabad  offer,  however,  no  serious  obstacles  :  * 
the  passage  of  a  lightly -equipped  force,  or  to  the  construction  of  a  permanent  military  r  «i 
The  total  ascents  and  descents  up  to  Kara  Bulak  are  625  feet  and  200  feet  respective?*,  aac 
from  Kara  Bulak  to  the  level  of  the  Kizil  Uzan  is  a  fall  of  900  feet.  The  first  poru*  « 
quite  practicable  for  the  passage  of  guns,  and  the  second  might  be  made  so  with  some  ur:i. 
labour.  The  Kizil  Uzan  is  crossed  by  a  sound  stone  bridge.  The  bed  of  the  stream  betvtx 
flood  marks  at  a  narrow  point  below  the  bridge,  has  a  width  of  over  200  paces,  and  carr.nl  * 
stream  in  the  driest  season,  November,  of  about  60  feet  section,  flowing  at  2  or  3  miles  per 
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hoar.  For  four  months  of  the  year,  in  spring  and  early  summer,  it  is  unfordable everywhere. 
From  the  river  bank  is  a  long  easy  ascent  of  1,5U0  feet  in  10  miles  to  the  town  of  Hi  jar, 
which  lies  hidden  in  a  cluster  of  precipitous  heights,  the  culminating  points  of  an  extensive 
area  of  plateau  country.  The  cam  van  route  from  the  town  of  Bijar  lies  through  a  narrow 
detile  known  as  the  Tang-i-Kalija,  and  up  a  rough  glen  on  to  the  southern  slopes  of  the 
plateau.  The  road  is  tortuous,  and  the  rock,  which  crops  out  freely,  a  hard  limestone;  but 
the  whole  length  of  the  pass,  known  as  the  Gardan-i-Alakabiit,  is  so  short  and  the  gradients 
•o  easy,  that  a  road  might  be  made  at  no  great  cost  of  labour.  Tie  total  ascents  and  descents 
from  the  town  to  the  ^.  slope  of  the  plateau  are  tilM  feet  and  500  feet  respectively.  The  pass 
may  be  turned  by  a  long  detour  of  12  to  15  miles  by  the  villages  of  Kara  Bulak  and  Mokalla. 
1  lie  artillery  of  the  Shah's  escort  have  come  horsed  to  bijar  by  this  route.  From  the  pass  of 
Alakabut  is  an  easy  undulating  country,  offering  no  serious  obstacles  as  far  as  Khasrabad, 
the  last  village  of  Gerrus.  The  higher  portions  of  the  district  are  subject  to  a  heavy  snow- 
fall, impeding  traffic,  and  frequently  closing  the  road  for  many  days.  The  town  of  Bijar  is 
often  completely  isolated. 

From  Khushrabad  to  Sara  Agatch  on  the  borders  of  the  province  of  Karmanshah  a  portion 
of  Kurdistan,  knowu  as  the  Alanal-i-ishfamiauad,  is  ti  a  versed.  The  distance,  23  miles,  is 
over  an  undulating  and  very  piacti  cable  country.  A  large  tiibutary  of  the  Kizil  Uzan,  known 
as  the  Katchigird  or  Talwar  Kud,  is  crossed,  but,  though  un bridged,  it  is  said  to  offer  no 
obstacle  save  at  times  of  high  Hood.  There  ate  but  a  lew  small  villages  along  the  route,  and 
tbe  surface  of  the  country  is  destitute  of  tiees,  and  has  but  scanty  vegetation.  The  complete 
ab&nee  of  wood  in  these  tracts  aod  in  the  neighbouring  mountains  is  evidenced  by  the 
appearance  of  the  villages,  the  houses  of  which  are  all  dome- roofed,  resembling  at  a  distance 
clusters  of  beehives.  The  district  numbers  60  villages,  of  which  three  ouly — Seri4habad, 
Kiirba  on  the  high  road,  and  Lailan — have  over  luu  houses.  The  average  of  the  whole  is 
from  20  to  30  houses.  A  good  deal  of  grain  is  exported  thenoe  to  Hamadan,  local  prices 
being  somewhat  higher  than  at  Bijar,  but  less  than  half  the  current  iate  at  Uamadau,  distant 
only  two  days'  journey.  Carriage  is,  as  elsewhere  on  the  route,  scarce;  mules  may  be  pro- 
cured in  the  villages,  but  not  in  large  numbers.  Four  miles  beyond  Sara  Agatch  is  a  high 
rocky  range  which  divides  the  drainage  basins  of  the  Kizil  Uzan  and  Tigris,  and  form.-*  also 
the  boundary  lines  of  the  province  of  Karmanshah.  The  crest  of  this  riuge  is  crossed  by  tt»e 
route  at  a  low  point  known  as  the  Gardan-i-Girdakanu,  which  is  marked  from  a  distance  of 
inauy  miles  by  the  Koh  Panja,  a  precipitous  three-peaked  elevation  in  the  range.  From  the 
pass  of  Gudakanu  to  Bisitun,  on  the  high  road  between  the  capital  and  Baghdad,  is  a  distance 
of  about  56  milcS,  for  the  most  part  over  a  very  broken  mountainous  country,  more  difficult 
than  any  yet  ti  a  versed  by  the  route,  but  still  practicable  for  any  force  with  any  description 
of  carriage.  The  ridge  of  Girdakanu  once  crossed,  the  whole  aspect  of  the  country  is 
changed ;  lofty  rugged  mountains  flecked  with  snow,  green  valleys,  winding  streams  and 
village*  with  ample  orchards  and  vineyards  take  the  place  of  the  bare  slopes  and  barren  rocks 
of  the  Kizil  Uzan  valley.  Of  the  56  miles  from  lairdakanu  to  Bisitun,  17  only  are  level 
plain.  The  total  ascents  amount  to  2,000  feet,  and  the  descents  to  3,300.  The  pass  of 
Girdakanu,  which  is  gained  bv  an  ascent  of  1,000  feet,  is  rugged  and  steep,  and  commanded 
by  heights  difficult  oi  access,  but  might,  with  no  great  amount  of  labour,  be  made  } •arable 
for  guns.  It  may  also  be  turned,  by  a  detour  of  about  20  miles,  by  another  pass  to  the  \\ . 
of  Kuh  Panja.  Fourteen  miles  from  Girdakanu,  the  Gawarud,  an  affluent  of  the  Tigris, 
reaching  the  plain  below  Zohab,  is  crossed.  Thence  is  a  long  ascent  and  descent  over  the 
shoulder  of  a  remarkable  mountain  known  as  Mahin  Kuh.  .No  better  pass  into  the  valley  of 
Sangar  exists,  and  though  steep,  it  might,  without  difficulty,  be  made  practicable  for  guus. 
Crossing  the  beautiful  valley  of  Sangar,  a  third  pass,  the  Gardan-i-Mul&was,  leading  into  the 
valley  of  a  large  affluent  of  the  Tigris,  is  reached.  This  is  said  to  be  also  the  easiest  pa*s 
f torn  Saogar  to  Karmanshah,  and  the  formation  of  the  range  on  either  side  bears  out  the 
statement.    Though  rugged,  it  is  by  no  means  a  serious  obstacle ;  guns  might  cross  it  m  its 
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Route  No.  872 — concld. 
Tabriz  to  Karmdnihdh,  vid  Bindb  and  Sain  Kola — coneld. 


Stag*  or  lulling  place. 


DnxAjrcx,  nr  mu.ii. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Iteaeriptioo,  As. 


present  state,  and  a  little  labour  would  render  it  easily  practicable.  At  the  foot  of  t  be  pavu 
lies  the  little  valley  of  Dinawar,  and  opposite  to  it  frowns  a  precipitous,  impracticable-lock- 
injr  range  of  mountains,  which  seems  to  fairly  bar  all  further  progress  to  the  8.,  but  timer* 
the  heart  of  which  is  poured  nevertheless  the  whole  drainage  of  many  hundred  square  nu  -a 
of  country,  and  lies  the  best  road  into  the  plain  of  Xarmanshih.  The  plain  of  Dinara. 
draining  from  the  S.  and  W.,  sends  two  considerable  streams  to  theffoot  of  the  imposing  wa-i 
of  rock,  where  joining  they  find  exit  through  the  Tang  or  defile  of  Dinawar,  a  cleft  ic  a 
great  mass  of  mountains.  Winding  for  7  miles  between  towering  precipices,  the  open  valW 
of  Chamchamar  is  reached.  Across  the  mouth  of  the  valley  runs  the  high-road  from  Tibraa 
and  the  telegraph  line.  The  defile  of  Dinawar,  though  affording  an  excellent  passage  thr»-i  jfc 
a  very  impracticable  mats  of  mountains,  would  be  difficult  to  traverse  in  the  face  of  any  dru- 
mmed opposition  ;  its  flanks  for  many  miles  being  inaccessible,  and  when  accessible  so  fla/  >^ 
by  steep  scarps  as  to  be  nearly  impracticable  to  direct  assault  A  detour  of  about  20  to  i' 
miles  from  Dinawar,  £.  over  a  low  pass,  crossed  with  ease  by  horsemen  and  laden 
Sahna,  a  station  on  the  high-road,  turns  the  defile. 

The  province  of  Karmanshah  may  be  termed  the  granary  of  Persia,  and,  except  in 
of  extreme  scarcity,  the  country  might  be  relied  on  to  supply  a  very  large  force  in  all  t! 
would  be  necessary  to  enable  it  to  traverse  the  barren  tracts  beyond.    Mules,  camels,  a 
horses  are  owned  and  bred  in  large  numbers,  and  corn  and  forage  are  plentiful 
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Route  No.  373, 
Tabr{z  to  Khoi,  vid  Mar  and. 
Authority. — Morieb,  ;  MacGregor, 


Staff  or  halting  place. 


DiSTAXCl,  IS  KIL18, 


PeseriptioB,  Ac, 


1.  SaHALAH 


•  •■ 


8.  Sofiah 
3.  Majuvd 


••• 


4.  K68Hsm-Saaui  ... 


6.  ZlVjfftBH 


••• 


N.  W.  After  crossing  the  long  bridge  over  tl* 
Aji-Chai,  the  road  leaves  the  3.  road  to  Khu. 
This  village  is  in  the  midst  of  cultivation, 

tf.W. 

W.N.W.  The  road  runs  through  a  narrow 
valley,  which  is  in  some  places  very  swampy, 
until  it  expands  into  the  pasturage  of  Yam, 

W.    Boad  skirts  the  plain  of  Maraud. 

W.8.W. 
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Route  No.  378— contd. 
Tabriz  to  Khoi,  vid  Maraud — contd. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DUTUTCB,  nr  XILIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


6.  ValdiXn 


7.  Khoi 


W.  The  road  winds  through  wild  and  rude 
mountains. 

The  road  goes  over  a  oontinnation  of  the  above 
mountains  until  it  descends  into  the  vale  of  Khoi. 
This  is  an  exceedingly  well  cultivated  and  popu- 
lated spot. 


Route  No.  374, 

Tabr(z  to  Mosul,  vid  Urm! a.  and  RowANDfz. 
Authority. — Ainsworth  ;  Shiel;  Rawlinson. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DltTAJrCK,  XV  MIL  IB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Diza  KhIlil 


2.  Tab6j 


3.  Salmis 


4.  KabIKishlax  ... 


5.  DilhIn 


••* 


32 


36 


32 


68 


h  See  Route  "  Tabriz  to  Sulaimania. 


»• 


A  town  in  Salmas  district  of  Azarbaijan  on 
left  bank  of  an  affluent  of  lake  Urmia  on  its  W. 
It  is  of  considerable  size,  and  is  said  to  contain 
15,000  inhabitants,  and  is  surrounded  with 
gardens.  The  streets  are  clean,  but  the  bazaars  are  poor  and  ill-supplied.  There  was  an  old 
town  about  4  miles  to  W.  of  the  present  site,  which  is  now  almost  in  ruins,  the  position 
having  been  changed  on  account  of  the  greater  security  from  the  Kurds,  which  the  new  spot 
afforded. 


6.  Gawalaji 


30 


98 


Pass  by  Ula  and  Tunnel  towards  a  bold 
range  of  hills  on  whioh  are  two  castles,  dominat- 
ing the  lake  of  Urmia,  and  designated  Kara- 
Rash  or  Black  Head.  These  hills  have  a  culmin- 
patches  of  snow  on  its  hoary  head,  and  which 
rising  about  1,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  lake  is  called  Zandasht  Tagh  or  Tur  Zandasht 
bv  the  Chaldeans.  We  crossed  this  range  of  hills  and  stopped  in  the  gardens  of  the  Chaldean 
▼tllage  of  Qawalan.  There  is  a  larger  Christian  village  to  the  N.  called  Jemalabad  by 
the  Chaldean  residents,  but  Jelalabid  by  the  Persians. 


ating'point  westward,  which  had  still  a  few 
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Route  No.  874 — contd. 
Tabriz  to  Mosul,  vid  Urmia  and  Eotcandi2—cont&, 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlfTAHCX,  nr  XILIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


7.  Urmia 


••• 


8.  UladI 


24 


12 


122 


134 


The  road  is  along  the  banks  of  the  lake,  bo 
at  some  distance  from  the  water,  and  over  a  tin 
gravelly,  or  sandy  plain. 


Leaving  Urmia,  the  road  crosses  the  rim  / 
Bardisur  by  a  bridge  of  five  arches  and,  en*.-.- 
a  low  range  of  hills,  enters  upon  a  very  frrt  * 
low  rice  country,  which  extends  nearly  it*  ti. 
banks  of  the  lake,  and  to  the  S.  gradually  becomes  a  marsh,  which  must  be  impasaaM.-  •* 
certain  seasons  of  the  year.  There  is  some  difficulty  in  fording  the  Baranduz,  also  a  gw.  j 
stream,  beyond  which  is  the  fortified  farm  of  Uladi.  This  plain  was  everywhere  amr-i 
with  large  herds  of  horses  and  cattle,  and  flocks  of  sheep  and  goats.  There  were  aluo  ma* 
villages,  and  every  appearance  of  the  same  prosperity  and  fertility  met  with  all  along  Me 
E.  side  of  the  same  mountains,  which,  on  the  W.  side,  are,  generally  speaking,  to  ster-/ 
and  unproductive. 


9.  Ushnai 


25 


159 


The  road  passing  several  villages  enters  tt^jc 
the  hills  which  are  separated  from  the  piaic  -i 
Ushnai  (or  Shino,  as  it  is  generally  cailnJ  >  i* 
a  ravine  about  1J  miles,  in  which  is  the  vidjo* 
of  Kasinli,  the  hills  around  rising  barely  800  feet  above  the  valley.  Having  trarezw 
these,  it  descends  upon  the  plain  of  Ushnai  and  passes  the  Christian  village  of  Chaai  u. 
Ushnai. 


10.  Ghaf£b    Khajt 
Kala. 


11.  JAPAXti 


28 


166 


194 


At  starting,  ford  the  Gadar,  and  pass  by  Si*- 
kar,  and  then,  instead  of  proceeding  direct  to  Ll* 
pass  of  Kali-shin,  turn  to  the  VY. 


The  road  is  exceedingly  difficult, 
first  range,  and  gains  a  country  with  lea*  »s  • 
and  more  wood,  and  with  many  flocks  of  »&**;• 
and  goats  feeding  on  the  mountain  side*,  r. 
soon  comes  to  another  range  with  glaciers.  Passing  three  of  these,  it  gains  the  next  cr-<. 
from  which  the  peak  of  Kowandiz  is  only  distant  two  more  summits.  .Proceeding  over  fi. 
first  mountain,  the  road  descends  through  a  ravine  filled  with  snow ;  then  another  *»*  .;. 
steep  and  rocky,  and  another  glacier.  At  length  it  comes  to  a  precipice  formed  bj  »  \vt 
dyke  of  syenite,  which  crosses  the  whole  crest,  and  constitutes  the  summit  of  the  p*«k  .  f 
Kowandiz  or  Sheikhiwa,  as  it  is  called  by  the  Kurds  (about  10  miles).  Thence  it  as  jrrt 
difficult  for  an  hour  :  it  then  rounds  the  declivities  of  the  mountain  to  a  rivulet ;  ehon.* 
after  it  passes  a  torrent  12  feet  by  2  feet  in  depth  ;  a  little  further  on,  one  of  11  feet  by  .. 
feet,  and  then  another  14  feet  by  1£  feet.  It  then  continues  to  descend  rapidly  fur  5  iuo* 
more  to  the  valley  of  Sfdaka  or  rfidek,  and  the  village  of  Jeffuli  or  J  a  laid. 


12.  E0WAHDfZ 


•#. 


25 


219 


The  road  continues  along  the  valley  of  Siiaka 
and  passes  a  river  from  the  8.  h..  10  janj 
wide  by  1  in  depth  by  a  bridge,  immediate ./ 
beyond  which  is  a  brook  aud  ravine,  lmmrdiair  r 
beyond  Sfdaka  the  ascent  of  the  Sari  Burd  commences,  aud  takes  five  hours  to  accunr**** 
The  latter  part  of  the  descent  of  the  Sari  Burd,  for  2£  miles,  is  carried  along  a  ihrirrtc 
declivity  or  schists,  and  cannot  be  ridden  over  on  mules.  It  is  quite  imptacticablr  f<r 
artillery,  and  constitutes  the  second  of  the  difficulties  of  this  road,  which  are  three  in  iruaS- 
viz.,  the  snows  at  the  pass  of  Kala-shin,  the  descent  on  slates  at  the  foot  of  the  Sari  U*  i. 
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Route  No.  374 — eoncld. 
Tabriz  to  Mosul,  vid  Urmia  and  Rowandiz— -eoncld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlRJJTCZ,  zv  KILBS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


and  the    vast    limestone  precipices  W.    of  Rowandiz.     It  then  goes    along  a    plain  to 
Rowandiz. 


13.  Pfs  Hisih 

14.  Isa 

15.  Chores 

16.  Mosul 


••• 


!•• 


Turkey. 


Rawlinson  gives  the  following  account  of   the  road  from  Ushnai  through 
the  Kala-shm  Pass  : — 

Ghafub  Khan's  Fost  7  7         1  left    the   town    of    Ushnai  and  proceeded 

to  the  fort  which  Ghafur  Khan,  Acting  Governor 
of  the  district,  was  employed  in  building  on  the 
rise  of  the  mountains,  where    the  great  Kurdis- 
the  plain.     The  distance  was  7  miles,  and  direction  S.   60°  W.     At 
3  miles  the  village  of  Sirgan,  a  cluster  of  wretched  huts,  surrounding  a  large  artificial  teppeh, 
upon  the  summit  of  which  one  of  the  Zerza  chiefs  has  recently  erected  a  strong  mud  fort. 


tan   road   opens  upon 


Kala-shIk  Pass 


10 


17 


For  five  miles  I  wound  slowly  up  the  face  of 
the  mountain,  pursuing  a  broad  open  track,  neither 
steep  nor  difficult,  along  the  slope  of  a  huge 
shoulder  which  juts  out  from  the  great  range. 
At  this  point  I  entered  the  snow,  and  the  difficulties  commenced.  The  ravines  which  indented 
thp  face  of  the  shoulder  became,  as  we  ascended  higher,  choked  with  snow,  and  in  one  of 
them  we  narrowly  escaped  being  engulphed.  At  length,  however,  alternately  riding  and 
walking  as  the  nature  oi  the  ground  admitted,  we  reached  a  more  open  part  of  the  mountain  ; 
and  then,  pushing  rapidly  on,  gained  the  summit  of  the  pass  exactly  in  four  hours  from 
leaving  the  fortress  at  its  foot.  The  distance  I  should  judge  to  be  about  10  miles,  and  the 
direction  from  the  town  of  Ushnai,  the  fort  lying  just  in  the  line,  was  S.  60°  W. 


Route  No.  375. 

TabkIz  to  Rasht,  vid  Ahar,  ArdabIl,  and  AstIra. 
Juthority. — Holmes  ;  Todd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTUfCI,  XV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Khoja 


20 


20 


N.E.    On    quitting    Tabriz,    the    road    for 
about  1    mile  runs  along  the  right    bank  of 
the   Bosmiyeh  river,  and  then  ascending,    ap- 
proaches the  hills  to  the  N.  E.  of  the    city. 
At  6  miles  reach  the  summit  of  the  ascent,  which  is  stony,  and  in  some  places  exceedingly 
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RotJTE  No.  Slo—conld. 
Tabriz  to  Rasht,  vid  Jhdr,  Ardabil,  and  Jstdra—conUl. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Dxaturcs,  or  xilxs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description!  Ac. 


steep.  The  descent  is  shorter  and  less  steep  than  the  ascent,  and  leads  into  a  fine  cultix*** 
▼alley i  The  road  level  and  free  from  stones.  The  village  of  Ehoja  contains  about  &*  «w  7* 
nouses.  Holmes  travelled  vid  Borinj  (6  miles),  and  mentions  passing  village  of  GhainlraJ 
of  some  20  houses,  about  12  miles,  situated  on  left,  at  foot  of  hills  ;  he  also  crossed  as  bnr*  s 
but  drinkable  rivulet.  Both  accounts  mention  the  Aji  Chai,  a  fordable  salt  river.  Hois* 
calls  the  country  barren. 


2.    Kr/zi, 
Kapajt. 


or   Kizil 


20 


40 


N.E.  After  leaving  Khoja,  the 
is  covered  with  small  isolated  green  and  red  Lj:  • 
varying  from  30  feet  to  190  feet  in  hi:~* 
At  8  miles  passed  the  village  of  Shahrak,  .1  «t 
4  miles  to  left  of  road.  At  16  miles  crossed  a  richly  cultivated  valley,  nxnnirtc  X  W. 
and  S.E.,  with  a  small  hamlet  at  some  distance  to  right.  Afterwards  genii v  unduUt -^ 
ground,  a  range  of  snowy  mountains  bearing  S.S.E.  The  rbad  level  and  passable  for  Carrie- 
Holmes  crossed  a  stream  several  times,  and  came  across  a  rivulet,  the  waters  of  wi  -. 
were  said  to  be  fresh  and  good.  He  only  saw  one  village,  Shahsowar,  about  18  mites  fna 
Ehoja. 


3.  AhXb 


12 


62 


N.E.  The  road  gradually  de-vends  fr— : 
Kizil  Kapan  into  a  valley.  At  3  miles,  a  m  y  i 
caravansarai  marks  the  commencement  cf  a 
gentle  ascent  about  a  mile  in  length,  br  t- 
side  of  a  small  stream ;  the  descent  for  3  miles  is  more  abrupt.  A  ruined  caravansar*. 
stands  at  the  foot  of  the  pass.  One  mile  beyond,  the  road  turns  to  the  E.  and  follows  t4* 
course  of  the  Ahar  river  on  its  right  bank.  A  range  of  hills  to  the  N.  sprinkled  t  *L 
snow.  The  road,  after  clearing  the  pass,  is  excellent,  being  hard,  level,  and  free  from  si.i 
Much  cultivation.  Wheat  and  barley  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Half  a  mile  before 
Ahar,  ford  the  river  and  ascend  a  slight  rise  to  the  village.  Holmes  makes  the 
miles,  and  is  probably  correct,  and  says  the  road  is  stony  and  occasionally  marshy. 


--•f 


4.  Kishlak 


10 


62 


S.  80°  E.  At  4  miles  the  road  eraase*  ?V 
stream  of  Ahar  (fordable),  and  contixrats  ** 
its  S.  bank.  From  4  miles  to  10  mile*  a  ru.i 
tract  of  country  occurs,  called  Saralin  Srar ;. 
about  6  miles  in  length  and  4  in  breadth,  covered  with  cultivation,  except  in  the  Twit* 
of  the  river,  which  is  reserved  for  pasturage.  A  range  of  mountains  called  8>a.t<x 
distant  about  8  miles  to  the  N.  of  the  road.  At  9  miles  pass  villages  of  TerelrK  *j- 
Tazehkand,  both  on  opposite  bank  of  Ahar,  latter  containing  20  or  30  houses.  Cro*sir»?  t  V 
Ahar,  the  road  passes  over  a  succession  of  ridges  and  ravines,  which  descend  to  the  river  Na 
the  Kashka  range,  distant  about  4  miles  on  the  right,  and  crosses  several  small  strewes* 
Kishlak  is  a  village  built  on  a  small  eminence,  one  side  of  whioh  forms  a  precipice  oi 
ing  the  river  and  contains  about  30  houses. 


5.  Suj  BxjlLz 


••• 


14 


76 


A  small  village  to  the  left  of  the  road,  sit 
on  the  pinnacle  of  an  isolated  hill,  at  tbc 
of  which  flows  the  Ahar  stream.    It  is 
by  a  wall  and  contains  about  20  poor  huts.     S 
after  passing  Kishlak,  the  road  again  crosses  to  left  bank.    At  this  point  the   Taller 
eomes  narrow,  varying  from   100  to  300  yards.     The  hills  which  have  hitherto 
smooth  and  rounded  summits  now  exhibit  a  more  rugged  outline.    The  road  wfo 
their  sides,  which,  sometimes  nearly  meeting  at  the  base,  leave  only  a  narrow  chasm  for 
stream,  hers  so  confined  as  to  become  a  foaming  torrent. 


*<4 


t< 
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6.  Yxsoijbh 


••• 


to  the  N.  £.  to  join  the 


9 


Karasu. 


85 


8.  80°  E.  For  the  first  4  miles  after  leav- 
ing Suj  Bul&k,  the  road  is  uneven  and  stony, 
over  hills  on  the  righ£  hank  of  the  stream.  At 
4  miles,  the  road  quits  the  river,  which  flows 
At  7  miles  pass  the  village  of  MizAr,  containing  about 
20  house*,  situated  on  the  spur  of  a  hill  to  the  right  After  leaving  the  river,  the  road  leads 
over  undulating  ground  sloping  to  the  N.  and  richly  cultivated  with  wheat  and  rice 
(Todd).  Holmes,  who  halted  at  Alizdra,  which  is  evidently  the  Mizar  of  Todd,  appears  to 
have  travelled  by  the  left  bank  of  the  A  bar  a;  far  as  the  village*  of  Ghaindengf  and  Kala- 
bishi.  He  there  crossed  the  river  and,  after  continuing  a  few  miles  along  its  right  bank, 
came,  in  about  2  miles  over  undulating  ground  covered  with  dwarf  oaks  and  shrubs,  to  Mizam. 

7.  NashbubXd 


13 


98 


N.  75°  E.  A  small  village  to  the  right  and 
another  J  a  mile  on  the  left.  Half  a  mile  be- 
yond is  the  Hmall  village  of  Hawashi  on  the 
right,  and  -J-  a  mile  farther,  the  village  of  Khan- 
chel.  Rich  cultivation  on' both  sides  of  the  road.  Nashrubadisa  considerable  village,  situate 
on  both  sides  of  a  deep  ravine,  running  from  the  hills  to  the  right  in  the  direction  of  the 
Ahar  river. 


8.   Dujat 


20 


118 


At  2  miles  the  large  village  of  Mirkand,  £  a 
mile  on  the  right,  and  the  small  village  of  Zer- 
dan  Zamin,  at  the  same  distance  on  the  left 
The  village  of  Ush  Tapah,  about  a  mile  to  the 
X.  of  Karaman  and  1  mile  beyond  the  village  of  Tyak  to  the  right  At  3  J  miles  Kara- 
man,  a  large  village  with  a  fine  stream ;  at  6  miles  Nashrubad.  Large  village  with  abundance 
of  water.  A  range  of  mountains  snrinkM  with  snow,  about  20  miles  distant,  extending 
N. VV.  and  S.J3.      14  miles  farther  Dujat.    Lirge  village,  with  abundance  of  water. 


9.  Oxib 


105 


128i 


At  2 J  miles  all  large  village  with  fine  stream ; 
1  mile  beyond,  Barzil.  Onar  is  a  large  village 
surrounded  by  gardens  and  orchards,  in  a  valley 
running  down  from  Mount  Savalan.  Abundance 
of  water.  The  valley  richly  cultivated.  Between  Ali  and  Onar  is  the  village  of  Kara  Kaya, 
ahout  4  miles  to  the  left  of  the  road,  on  the  left  or  S.  bank  of  the  Karasu.  Within  2 
miles  of  Onar,  lies  the  village  of  Lori,  about  1  mile  to  the  left  of  the  road. 


10.  ShahsowIb 


24} 


153 


N.  40°  E.  Small  village  of  Aliabad  at  1} 
miles.  The.  Karasu,  about  3  miles  on  the 
left  of  the  road.  From  6  miles  to  10  miles  be- 
yond Onar,  steep  ascents  and  descents  occur.  At 
9  miles  is  the  ravine  of  Dujakh,  which  mark*  the  boundary  of  Mishkin  and  Ardabil.  Shah- 
eowar  is  a  large  village  with  abundance  of  water.  Small  village  of  Kurd  Kishlak  on  the  left 
of  the  road. 


11.   ABDJLBfL 


and  Sumah. 


10 


163 


S.  35°  E.  At  4  miles  a  considerable  village. 
The  village  of  Bari  2  miles  on  the  right  of  the 
road.  The  Karasu  is  about  2  miles  on  the 
left    Passed   the  two  ■mall  villages  of  Gerjan 


Rich  cultivation  of  wheat,  barley,  and  rice  between  Sumarin  and  Ardabfl.  Road  excel- 
lent. Gradual  slope  of  country  from  the  skirts  of  Savalan  to  the  Karasu.  Besides  the 
foregoing  villages,  which  are  close  to  the  road*  between  MizAm  and  Ardabfl,  there  are  numer- 
ous others  scattered  over  the  plains. 


V 
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12.  Nakin 


•  •• 


15 


178 


Leaving  Ardabil,  cross  small  river  Balikli 
mediately  outside  the  town,  and  take  a  NX 
direction  across  the  plain. 
Many  villages  are  scattered  about,  among  which. 
Arghaur,  Boglan,  Kerlan,  Konstabdd,  Akbulak,  and  Zlranah  lay  nearest  the  road.  Dure? 
the  first  hour's  march,  as  far  as  the  village  of  Akbulak,  the  plain  was  well  cultivated ;  on  til- 
other  side  it  appeared  more  sandy  and  barren,  but  numerous  flocks  of  sheep  and  cattle  w>r# 
grazing  on  the  scanty  herbage  4  miles  farther ;  ford  the  Karasu,  which  divides  Ardabil  frra 
Talish.  It  was  rather  swollen  by  the  late  rains,  but  the  depth  was  not  more  than  &)  i"-< 
in  the  middle,  and  the  width  about  16  yards.  We  then  passed  the  villages  of  Kendl  «.->d 
Soulak,  and,  turning  N.  over,  a  low  hill,  approached  Namin,  about  7  miles  distant  frco 
Ardabil.  Namin  is  a  very  pretty  village  situated  in  a  small  valley  at  the  foot  of  the  monnta^t 
which  divide  the  upper  country  from  the  low  lands  of  Talish  (Holmes). 

Todd  passed  two  villages,  which  he  calls  Namin  and  Namin  N.  The  former  15  mi** 
from  Ardabil  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Karasu,  which  is  there  forded,  and  which  forma  ^ 
boundary  between  Ardabil  and  Velkhi,  but  contains  very  little  water,  except  in  spring.  wt*s 
it  is  a  considerable  stream.  Namin  N  is  the  residence  of  Mir  Xazim  Khan,  Chief  •£ 
Velki,  Astara,  and  Ujarud,  and  lies  N.  35°  E.  6  miles  of  Namin.  It  is  situated  in  a  tarty 
descending  from  the  mountains  to  the  N.  E.  These  mountains  are  called  Shindan,  art 
distant  about  4  miles,  and  reach,  according  to  Colonel  Monteith,  a  height  of  nearly  7,<M)  f«*t 
above  the  sea.  Between  Nowahdeh  and  Namin,  4  villages  on  the  right  and  right  front,  tit* 
road  turns  to  the  W.     From  the  map  15  miles  appears  correct. 

The  great  discrepancy  in  the  distances  given  by  the  two  travellers  may  be  explained  Vr 
the  custom  prevailing  in  some  parts  of  the  E.  of  calling  the  various  groups  of  dwellii^. 
situated  in  the  same  rayon  by  the  same  name. 


13.  AstXbjl 


••• 


28 


206 


On  quitting  Namin,  1  mile  to  the  S.R  9 
the  village  of  Daderan,  whence  the  road  tvrae 
E.  by  N.,  leaving  the  Khan  Agha  on  the  ri^t. 
and,  crossing  the  brow  of  a  hid  sprinkled  wr a 
underwood,  passes  within  about  £  a  mile  of  Mount  Shindan,  a  perpendicular  rock,  wl-  ex 
marks  the  S.  W.  point  of  Russian  Talish.  From  this  point  the  road  descends  thrown 
thick  wood,  scarcely  passable  at  this  season  from  mud  and*  melting  snow.  Leaving*  the  nlijc* 
of  Venabin  on  the  brow  of  a  hill  a  J  of  a  mile  on  the  right,  7  miles  beyond  is  the  hamUt  £ 
Haji  Amfr.  An  abrupt  descent  through  thick  underwood,  till  we  reach  the  stream  of  K*J* 
Khushi,  a  feeder  of  the  Astara  river,  which  we  ford  and  continue  along  it*  left  baxk  «*«r 
the  projecting  offsets  of  thickly  wooded  hills.  The  Kala  Kushi  is  said  to  mark  the  frrotf-r 
from  its  source  near  the  mountain  of  Shindan  to  the  point  where  it  joins  the  Astara  r.T*?. 
which  thence  becomes  the  boundary  between  Russia  and  Persia  to  its  embouchure  in  tl« 
Caspian.  At  28  miles,  having  crossed  and  recrossed  the  river  Astira  eight  times,  rarfc  ti» 
village  of  Astara,  seated  on  each  side  of  the  stream,  at  a  J  of  a  mile  from  its  outlet  into  tar 
Caspian. 


14.  Hsvib 


20 


226 


Fine  hard  level  road  along  the  sea-beach,  wr-v* 

Rands  vary  from  15  to  200  yards  in  breadth.  A 
range  of  hills  3  or  4  miles  to  the  right,  emrrW 
with  a  dense  forest,  which  stretches  down  v 
the  water's  edge.  At  \  mile  cross  the  embouchure  of  the  Rhojah  Kerri  stream,  which  as  «xi 
to  contain  a  considerable  volume  of  water,  after  the  melting  of  the  snow.  In  snmmer  **<• 
water  is  up  to  a  horse's  girth.  At  7 J  miles  forded  the  stream  of  Bus  Knsham,  or  Khsa 
Bud,  a  village  of  the  same,  sa;d  to  be  about  2  miles  up  the  stream.  Very  little  water  a 
summer.     At  9  miles  cross  the  strt  am  of  Lavandavfl ;  at  10  milea,  that  of  Chilivand ;  at  If 
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miles  that  of  Limir,  which  separates  A  stare  from  Karghan-rud ;  at  18  miles  that  of  Chubar. 
All  these  are  dangerous,  owing  to  quicksands,  and  require  experienced  guides .  They  all 
form  sandbanks  at  their  mouths.  Hevir  is  a  6mall  village  4  a  mile  from  the  sea,  on  the 
banks  of  a  stream ;  the  wood  partially  cleared  ;  the  houses  scattered  in  groups,  surrounded  by 
rice-fields.  Holmes  makes  the  distance  28  miles.  Colonel  Monteith  says  the  Hevir  stream 
will  admit  a  vessel  of  50  tons. 


15.  KiBQHAN-BtfD  ...  23  249         Ford  the  river  and  continue  over  road  and 

through  scenery  similar  to  previous  march.  Ford 
rivers  Shalawan  and  Khat-Mesourah  (Khatwa 
Sarai)  at  6  miles ;  also  streams  Lissar-Chai  and 
Karghan-rud.  The  Karghan-rud  is  by  far  the 
largest  stream  yet  crossed  ;  and  a  wide  stony  bed  of  some  300  yards,  strewed  with  rocks  and 
the  trunks  of  large  trees,  shows  that  it  must  be  a  tremendous  torrent  in  the  spring".  At 
this  time  the  water  was  running  in  several  small  rills  over  a  nearly  drj*  bed.  Passed  at  11 
miles  a  Russian  fishing  station  at  embouchure  of  a  small  stream.  Coast  forms  a  succession 
of  fine  bays,  with  forest  down  to  beach.  Todd  saw  several  Russian  vessels  at  anchor  2  or  3 
miles  off  shore.  Near  the  mouth  of  the  Karghan-rud  is  another  Russian  fishing  station,  of  5 
or  6  huts,  immediately  after  which  the  road  turns  to  the  W.  and  ascends  by  the  side  of  the 
river,  through  the  forest,  for  some  3  miles,  to  the  village  of  the  same  name,  which  is  on 
both  banks  of  the  stream.  The  houses  are  scattered  amongst  half-cleared  thick  wood  and  rice 
cultivation. 


district  of  Asalim,  abou 


16.  Anzali  #t.  26  274         Returned  by  narrow    pathway  through  forest 

to  the  sea-shore.  The  district  of  Karghan-rud 
ends,  and  that  of  Asalim  begins,  about  a  farsakh 
(6,000  yards)  to  the  S.  of  the  Karghan-rud. 
Seven  miles  beyond  is  a  small  village  in  the 
it  a  mile  up  a  stream  of  the  same  name.  Road  similar  to  that  of  pre- 
vious day.  Hills  about  2  miles  distant  from  the  shore,  their  off -sets  projecting  into  the  sea 
with  fine  bays  between  the  points.  Hills  and  forests  gradually  recede  from  the  shore.  Boad 
continues  along  the  sea-beach,  pass  following  rivers — Hindi-Karan,  Kalfarud,  Na- 
varud,  Allalon-chai,  Kh&lasara,  Duna-chai  (a  considerable  river),  the  Sambar-kar,  Alikion, 
Naukandeh,  Shu-ari-chai,  and  Mahmoud  Tukiani.  Most  of  them  were  at  this  season  shal- 
low streams,  but  become  rapid  torrents  in  spring.  At  14  miles  from  Kala-sarai  is  the  village 
of  Chai-bijah,  nearly  depopulated  by  the  plague.  Forest  gives  place  to  swamps  and  brush- 
wood. Soon  after  leaving  Chai-bijah,  the  road  enters  upon  a  tongue  of  land,  13  miles  long 
and  varying  from  300  to  600  yards  in  breadth,  extending  in  an  £.  S.  £.  direction, 
which  separates  the  Caspian  from  the  Murdab,  or  backwater.  Road  excellent.  A  sandy 
ridge  hides  the  Caspian  from  view. 


17.  Baaht  ...        16i        290}        S.  35°  E.    11    miles  leads  across  the  Murdab 

or  backwater  to  the  S.  shore,  which  is  covered 
with  thick  underwood,  and  ascend  the  Yodertid, 
a  small  winding  stream,  not  more  than  15  yards 
broad,  to  the  landing  place  at  Piri  bazaar  (old  man 
of  the  market),  so  named  after  Pir  Hasan,  a  saint  who  lived  here  in  the  reign  of  Shah  Ismail. 
The  Yoderud  is  closely  bordered  with  a  thick  jungle  of  seed  alders  and  brambles  ;  progress 
up  it  is  slow,  poling  having  often  to  be  resorted  to.  At  Piri  bazaar  there  are  two  brick 
stores  for  goods.  Thence  the  road  runs  for  6 .}  miles  through  dense  jungle  to  Rasht. 
This  route    appears  a  very  circuitous  ono ;  that  by  Sarab  is  to  be  preferred. 
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L  Nagodeh 


••• 


40 


40 


Boad  branches  off  from  main  one  to  Tthria 
near   Chaman-i-Aug4n.    Its    course  soon  afto 
lies  in  a  deep  valley,  whence  it  ascends  by  a  steep  and  stony  path.    Last  12  miles  over  av 

2.  Sabab 

3.  Nib 


••i 


40  80        In  a  plain. 

25  105        Leaving  the  plain  of  Sarin,  the  road  turns 

down  a  short  hill,  and  then  winds  among  vaI!?T% 
for  some  miles.    It  then  ascends  a  rocky  ran^r- 
by  a  tedious  and  stony  track,  the  desoent  on  the  other  side  being  also  very  rough. 

130 


4.  Abdabil 

5.  Aghlabbb 


••• 


••• 


25 
22 


152 


The  road  goes  along  a  valley,  with  a  good  deal 
of  cultivation. 


After  reaching  the  edge  of  the  Ardabfl  pi 
the  road  crosses  a  range  of  rocky  hills.  The  pi* 
beyond,  in  which  a  small  lake  is  passed.  gr*d  i- 
ally  contracts  into  a  valley,  tip  whioh  the  road  is  very  reeky.  After  this  the  road  winds 
for  6  miles  along  the  margin  of  a  deep  and  precipitous  ravine.  Then  there  follows  a>  *te*p 
ascent,  but  over  a  good  road,  down  a  subsidiary  glen  of  the  valley  of  the  Karghin-rud. 


6.  Kabgh1k-b6d 


7.  Kaiasbbai 

8.  Shafi-b6d 

9.  Anzali 

10.  Rasht 


•■• 


»M 


»•• 


•  •• 


t.t 


%»• 


17 

18 
14 


ti* 


••* 


The  road  is  good  throughout  After  a  sharp 
descent  the  road  enters  the  bed  of  the  Kar^his- 
rud,  whioh  it  keeps  crossing  and  recrosnng  ta 
the  point  where  it  debouches  from  the  fcitta. 


►See  Route  "  Tabriz  to  Rasht,  md  AMr,"  kc 


This  is  much  the  most  direct  and  apparently  the  easiest  route. 


Authority.— Moribr. 
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1.  SaBDA-b6d 

2.  KbvshbuSha'h 
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6J 
17J 


S.W.    The  road  goes  over  a  plain  for  5 
with  a  range  of  low  hills  on  left. 

S.S.  W.  "  The  road  skirts  the  base  d  the     _ 
of  Mount  Sahand.    At  8  miles  pass.two  viCaps 
on  the  left. 
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3.  DlBKABOilT 


4.  9Biauniir 


6.  Chawajt 


18 


12 


10* 


6.  Aku 

7.  MabXoba 


351 


47* 


68 


12 
15} 


8.   GlLAKDI 


9.  Babi 


•  t* 


14 


70 
85J 


S.  At  1}  miles  pass  a  small  village  on  right. 
At  4  miles  pass  village  of  Elkhiji.  At  12  miles 
large  village  on  the  left.  The  road  lies  about 
1  mile  from  some  low  hills. 

S.  The  road  for  6*  miles  goes  over  a  plain 
with  hills  on  both  sides ;  then  for  2  miles  through 
ravines  with  defiles  on  both  sides;  then  for  1 
mile  through  a  plain ;  about  1*  miles  pass  the 
village  of  Humna. 

S.  The  road  goes  over  a  most  barren  tract 
of  brown  mountains  for  l£  miles  through  a  plain 
with  hills  on  both  sides.  Then  for  8|  miles  road 
is  very  uneven  with  low  hills  \  mile  on  left,  and 
lake  2  miles  on  right 

E. 

At  3  miles  pass  large  village  of  Ehurramzard. 
The  road  is  over  a  very  uneven  country,  winding 
I  through  small  hills.    There  is  abundance  of  good 
water  here,  and  supplies  are  procurable. 


m 


18* 


118 


The  road  goes  for  l1  miles  on  the  bed  of  the 
river  Mar&gha,  then  enters  an  open  plain.  At  6 
miles  the  lake  of  Urmia  is  7  to  8  miles  distant. 
At  11  miles  the  road  winds  at  the  foot  of  small 
hills  with  high  mountains  1  mile  on  left. 

The  road  goes  for  3  J  miles  over  a  plain,  when 
pass  village  of  Jaodur  (?)  on  the  right;  it  then  goes 
over  another  plain  with  low  hills  on  the  left, 
and  extensive  open  plain  on  the  right.  At  12 
miles  pass  village  of  Lai  Ian  on  the  right.  At  13 
i  road  goes  over  a  low  range  of  hills,  having  crossed  the  dry  bed  of  a  river ;  then  over  a 
level  plain  with  hills  on  the  left  about  2  miles  distant  and  small  plain  on  the  right. 


10.  AbbIb  BuiIe 


••% 


11.  XlSLX 


••• 


reaching  the  stages. 

12.  SUBKH  BlVBB 


••• 


13.  Kifiiiic  Kfa 


6  124    I    At  11  miles  pass  on  left  village  of  Muham&b4d(?l; 

then  go  over  a  nlain,  and  crossing  a  low  hill 
enter  another  plain.  The  river  Jaghatu*  is  about 
\  mile  from  here. 

13  137  The  road^  goes  over  a  plain  for  3  J  miles,  with 

the  Jaghatu  on  the  right,  and  mountains  on  both 
sides.  Then  cross  a  small  range  and  enter  defiles 
for  4  miles,  when  it  becomes  intricate,  winding 
between  low  hills ;  last  ascend  a  hill  just  before 
There  axe  high  mountains  on  both  sides. 

144  At  3  miles  pa«s  on  the  left  village  of  Onzal 
BuLtk.  The  road  is  very  uneven  with  a  succes- 
sion of  mountains  on  both  sides.  This  river 
divides  Azerbaijan  from  Kurdist&n. 

12*         156*        At  1  mile  pass  the  village  of  Kaltah.    At  9 

miles,  after  a  descent,  cross  a  ravine  with  a 


•  "Jafhtta,  orJafttQ.' 
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diate. 


Total. 
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stream  running  through  it,  and  the  village  of  Karanad  (?)  \  mile  on  the  right,  and  YtdVu 
\  mile  on  the  left.    The  road  is  all  over  an  uneven  country  surrounded  bj  mountains. 


14.  Khokbatu(P)   ... 


16.  DlVANDABAH 


12 


151 


1681 


184 


At  1 J  miles  enter  a  defile  of  high  mountains  . 
at  2  miles  ascend  the  range  along  the  side  :  fr  s- 
the  top  there  is  a  small  descent  to  the  plain  «if 
K  nonfat  u. 


The  road  goes  for  4  miles  over  the  plain  <  ( 

Khonbatu,  with  hill*   \\  miles  on  the  n«zJ  t.     A: 

8  miles  pass  Kalah  Keh  (.J)  \  mile  on  the  Ht.     T*. 

road  then  goes  ever  a  plain  for  7  miles ;  iLea 

over  an  easy  descent,  winding  at  the  foot  of  a  low  ravine  with  a  stream  in  it. 


16.  Zagha 


12 


196 


The  road  lies  along  the  bank  of  tberav^f 
named  above,  with  low  hills  on  both  side*.  A: 
3  miles  cross  Kizl  Uzan  river,  and  at  5  m  V 
K  hi  visor  on  the  right.  The  road  then  Ua/i* 
over  uneven  ground,  with  a  ravine  and  a  mk- 
cession  of  low  hills  on  the  right,  and  a  range  of  high  mountains  {  mile  on  left. 


17.  Camp  near  Amah  at 


16 


212 


At  13  miles  ascend  a  small  hill.    At  \  mile 


18.  Sehna 


14 


226 


The  road  lies  over  an  uneven  country  with  a 
succession  of  mountains  on   both  side*.     At  h 
miles  the  village  of  Kalverawah  (?)  on  the  r.^.i 
at  1 2  miles  on  the  right  the  village  of  Thief  tuk  \r . 
from  the  stage  cross  the  dry  bed  of  a  river. 

The  road  goes  over  mountains  for  4  or  5  roil** ; 
it  then  descends  for  1 1  miles,  with  high  mount*:  os 
on  both  sides.     At  Hi  miles  cross  >ehna  river. 


Route  No.  378 

TabeIz  to  SulaimXnIa,  via  X^Rui a. 
Authority. — Tbavbks. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dmtajtcb,  nr  xxus. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUl. 


Description,  Jto. 


1.  Dizai  Khal£l     ...  For  a  short  account  of  Tabriz,  tee  page  524. 

Rode  by  the  village  of  Mai^an,  and  Ditched  «s 
from  there  to  Dizai-KhaliL,  a  thriving  viDac* 
with  orchards  and     eardens.     It  occupies   the 

borders  of  a  mountain  stream  from  the  range  on  the  N.  of  Lake  Urmia  (Shahi),  and  com 

an  extensive  district. 
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Route  No.  878 — eontd. 
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DiKAirci,  iv  nan. 


Intrant- 
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Total. 


Description,  &o. 


2.  Tiifr 


••• 


3.  SalmXs 


••• 


4.  Kara  Kishlak 


6.   KabimXbad 


The  whole  of  the  district  from  Tabriz  is  one 
sheet  of  cultivation ;  it  abounds  with  fine  vil- 
lages and  gardens. 

Our  way  lay  through  the  district  and  plain  of 
Salinas,  one  of  the  finest  in  Azarbaijan.  The  plain 
itself  extended  about  30  miles  inland  from  the 
lake,  and  in  some  parts  may  be  10  miles  across. 

We  purposed  to  have  gone  to  Dilman,  but 
lost  our  way,  and  had  to  put  up  at  a  miserable 
little  village  called  Kara  Kishlak. 


Crossing  the  plain,  we  a«canded  a  valley  through 
low  hills,  which  separate  the  plain  ofSalmas 
from  another  of  about  20  miles  in  length  and 
10  miles  in  breadth,  also  skirting  the  lake,  and 
backed  by  the  great  mountains  of  Kurdistan.  This  plain  was  also  fertile  and  well-cultivated  ; 
there  were  five  or  six  villages  near  the  hills.  Having  gone  about  26  miles,  we  halted  at  a 
miserable  village,  the  first  that  came  in  our  way,  as  we  opened  on  the  plain  of  Crmia. 


6.  UemLl 


20 


Road  through  a  richly-cultivated  plain,  with 
numerous  large  villages,  for  at  least  20  miles, 
tfrmfa  is  surrounded  by  gardens  and  orchards 
to  the  very  walls.    The  streets  are  wider  than 

those  of  most  other  towns,  and  have  generally  a  stream  of  water  running  in  the  midst.     Each 

house  is  surrounded  by  a  wall,  which  encloses  it  like  a  fort. 


7.  Village 


••» 


12 


I  purposed  going  to  Rowandfz,  but  found  it 
was  impracticable  to  do  so.    I  therefore  took  the 
read     rid    Su  a  i  man  fa.      Leaving    Crmia     we 
marched  only   12  miles,  and  stopped  at  a  small 
village.    Our  path  led  up  a  narrow  but  cultivated  country  into  the  Kurdish  mountains. 

8.  0sbn6*  ...  Following  up  a  stream,  we  continued  till  we 

reached  a  wide  level  or  table-land  called  the 
Dasht-i-Bil ;  here,  leaving  the  regular  road,  we 
struck  over  this  high  flat,  inhabited  by  Hi  vat 
followed  was  shorter  and  better  than  the  regular  one  we  had  quitted. 
Descending  a  very  rugged  and  steep  ravine,  in  which  ran  a  cVar  stream,  we  saw  beneath  us  the 
valley  of  Ushnu,  stretching  for  14  or  15  miles  in  length  and  breadth,  studded  with  villages 
and  backed  by  the  chain  of  Mount  Zagros,  the  backbone  of  Kurdistan,  which  stretches  from 
the  knot  of  mountains  in  Armenia  to  the  Bakhtiari  mountains.  TTshnu  is  a  large  village 
of  about  3,000  families,  and  they  say  the  valley  contains  about  12,000  families.  Buffaloes 
are  a  good  deal  employed  on  this  side  of  lake  Shahi ;  they  plough,  drag  carts,  carry  loads, 
give  milk,  and  are  eaten. 


Kurds.    The  path  we 


9.  Hamza  Hassab  ... 


10 


••• 


Leaving  Ushnu,  onr  first  stage  was  a  short 
one  to  a  small  village,  Hamza  Hassan,  the  last 
in  the  Ushnti  district  and  separated  from  the 
next  district,  that  of  SuJduz,  by  rising   ground. 


•  of  °  UttanaV 
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Route  No.  878— contd 
Tabriz  to  Sulai mania,  via  ?7rmifl— contd. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


Dmiavci,  iv  inui. 


Description,  Ac. 


Crossed  the  barrier  to  Sfilduz,  ft  fine  rich  well-watered  district  of  about  20  miles  bv  16  _ 
chiefly  of  flat  fertile  land,  inhabited  by  two  tribes  of  Kurds,  Kara  i'apaks,  and  Bilbas  ;   \*<l 
notorious  thieves. 


10.  Su/buiIk 


11.  Baibak 


30 


12 


••• 


Near  sunset  we  descended  into  the  deep  n"  7 
near  the  top  of  which,  on  a  fine  stream,  lies  u.'- 
town  of  Sujbul&k. 


Our  road  traversed  a  sharp  highland  ermntrr 
the  hills  of  which,   moderate  in   height,  *~r? 
covered  with  dry  herbage,  and  divided  by  narr.« 
valleys.     The  village  was   wedged  into  thr  U  <- 
torn  of  a  very  deep  cleft,  through  which  ran  a  stream. 


12.  Hajaxagha 


13.  JlLTOMlB 


20 


A  severe  march.  Passed  en  route  a  ctu  *•- 
tion  of  huts  of  Bilbas,  dignified  by  the  nair-  • ' 
Hassan  A ga's  village.  Hitherto,  i.r.„  fir  »,'•.  • 
20  miles,  we  had  travtrsed  a  country  Like  ti.' 
of  the  preceding  day — that  is,  earthy  hill*c"Vi  r  «* 
with  dry  herbage,  with  black  rocky  ridge*  cr  vn- 
ing  their  tops.  We  had  parsed  through  a  \erru . 
village  and  fortified  hillock,  named   J3t«iirtr. 

and  had  traced  up  the  stream,  called,  I  think,  Tetawah,  which  finds  its  way  towards  Mari^l-a. 

We  now  approached  a  bolder  and  loftier  range  of  mountains,  and  these   were  to  be   cn».-«-  i 

before  nightfall.     It  was  a  desperate  pull,  and  the  country  unsafe,  on  account  of  band*  «•' 

plundering  Bilbas. 

After  2 \  hours*  puffing,  blowing,  and  perms' '- 
ing  up  a  very  steep  road,  barely  praeticalil*  '" » 
laden  mules,  we  reached  the  top,  whence  I  c  ■-_  1 
trace  the  range  in  a  direction  N.  W.  a- 1 
8.E.  for  full  60  miles  This  I  believe  to  be  a  branch  of  a  still  larger  and  more  !«.f*r 
range  rising  before  us.  Onr  descent  occupied  nearly  two  hours,  a  great  part  of  it  k-  -\» 
in  the  dark,  and  reached  Nistan,  a  village  in  a  deep  chasm,  in  an  amphitheatre  of  migV  5 
mountains. 


14.  Nl8TiJf 


••• 


15.  Sjjldabst 


16 


We  descended  the  glen  for  nearly  4  mP*-* 
among  craggy  knoll*,  sometime*  passing  cv» 
rocky  promontories  ;  the  path  alon<r  the  bank  1 1 
the  stream  wss  then  diverted  by  the  inert  ire  «< 
precipitous  cliffs ;  but  at  length  we  left  it  altogether,  and,  crossing  the  shoulder  of  a  h  \ 
found  ourselves  in  the  deep  valley  of  Sardasht,  and  near  the  bed  of  a  considerable  ri*-*. 
named,  I  think,  the  Ak-su.  The  valley  itself  is  of  no  great  breadth,  and  varied  by  b*  r  * 
and  hollow,  knoll  and  fall,  and  appears  to  have  once  been  a  good  deal  cultivated,  ft'  •- 
us  rj>se  the  huge  mountain  of  Humfl,  and  at  its  feet  stood  the  fort  of  Sardasht.  F  <rl+l 
the  river  by  a  sharp  and  difficult  ford.  The  rest  of  our  way,  which  extended  6  or  6  «..#■«. 
led  up  a  curious  succession  of  broken  country,  in  which  we  had  to  round  the  forks  of  nu 
very  deep  rocky  ravines.  In  these  we  found  small  villages  of  two  or  three  houses,  Ca 
gaining  the  heights,  we  found  ourselves  at  the  gate  of  Sardasht. 

16.  Ak6btah 


••• 


••• 


Leaving    Sardasht,    we    ascended    graduiIH 
among  hills  covered  with  oak.  and  found  «c*» 
selves  on  the  brink  of  a  dark  chasm  of  imiDn«* 
depth,  carved  in  the  solid  ruck,  at  the  bono 
of  which  foamed  a  roaring  torrent.    The  ridge  we  were  about  to  cross  forms  the  crest  •/ 
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the  great  chain,  which  forms  the  backbone  of  this  part  of  Asia,  and  contains  in  it«elf 
numerous  valleys  and  basins,  once  populous  and  productive.  From  the  river,  which 
flowed  in  the  deep  chasm  we  had  crossed,  we  entered  a  tributary  glen,  which  led  at 
fir -it  by  a  winding  route  it  seemed  into  the  very  bowel*  of  the  mountain,  and  then  by  a 
*ml<len  sharp  pull  up  the  hollow  in  which  it  terminated  we  attained  the  summit  of  the 
gnive.  Our  first  ascent  and  descent  occupied  3  hours.  That  of  Humil  itself  was  completed 
in  half  that  time.  Descent  exceedingly  tedious  and  painful,  and  to  loaded  cattle  in  parts 
dangerous.  It  oconpied  us  3 J  hours.  At  the  foot  of  the  descent  we  found  ourselves  on 
the  banks  of  the  Aksu ;  we  forded  the  stream,  and  a  mile's  ascent  carried  us  to  what  had 
1  i'*»n  the  village  of  Akurtah.  During  the  whole  day  we  had  not  seen  one  peopled  village. 
Net  being  able  to  procure  supplies  at  Akurtah,  we  proceeded  on  about  4  miles  to  the  site 
of  a  dest-rted  village,  where  wood,  water,  and  grass  abounded.  Climbing  up  the  shoulder  of 
a  lofty  hill  upon  our  left,  we  descended  into  a  woodland  valley,  picturesque  in  the  extreme. 

17.  SuLimi-jifA       ...  We  passed  on  the  way  a  number  of  old  bury- 

ing grounds.  Descended  from  the  valley  to  a  fine 
rapid  stream  which  joins  the  Aksu.  From  the 
state  of  the  roads  in  spring,  theser  outes  become 
impassable ;  in  winter  they  are  wholly  so,  on  account  of  the  snow  that  lies  on  the  mountains. 
To  cross  Humil,  for  instance,  is  never  attempted ;  and  the  passes  of  Curteck  and  Siinas,  by  the 
latter  of  which  we  came,  are  fatal  to  many  men  and  cattle  every  season.  Last  year,  200 
M>rl»az,  together  with  200  yaboos  and  asses,  proceeding  from  the  village  of  Nistan  by  Sunas, 
were  lost  in  one  day.  Prom  hence  we  u.«Ci?nded  by  a  zig-zag  path  to  another  valley,  where 
were  the  ruins  of  several  large  villages.  After  passing  through  it  we  descended  once  more  into 
the  bed  of  the  river.  A  long  winding  ravine  (mil  of  abandoned  villages),  which  terminated 
in  a  hollow,  and  a  sharp  ascent  among  the  mountains,  brought  us  to  the  pass  of  Kawain, 
from  whence  we  overlooked  the  broai  valley  of  Sulaimania,  the  town  being  scarcely  visible 
from  its  situation  in  a  hollow,  about  10  miles  off.  Descent  gradual  down  the  bare  side  of  a 
hill.  We  reached  the  town  without  having  passed  through  a  single  inhabited  placs  from  the 
titne  we  let't  Sardasht.  Sulaimania  is  a  miserable  collection  of  hovels  and  ruins;  the  town 
i*  un walled.  It  is  situated  in  a  hollow,  about  2  miles  from  the  foot  of  the  E.  range  of  hills 
The  neighbouring  hills  are  steep  and  bare,  about  9<X)  feet  high.  It  contains  about  2.(00 
houses  of  Muliamadans  and  130  of  Jews.  The  climate  is  intensely  cold  in  winter,  but  plea- 
sant in  summer.    Sulaimania  is  a  tributary  province  of  the  Baghdad  Paclialik. 


^Mon'ty.— Gerard. 
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DlStAVCB,  IV  KILU. 
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Description,  Ac. 


1.  Dizu  KraxAl 


29 


General  direction  W.  Strating  from  the 
Consulate,  the  1  st  mile  runs  through  bazaars  and 
lanes.  At  2\  miles  vill:  ge  of  Kenawar. 
Through  cultivated  country,  numerous  villages  in  sight,  and  chai»i  of  mountains  on  N. 
(right),  about  5  miles  distant.  About  7  miles  cross  Agis  Chai  or  Istabil,  but  so  hard  frozen 
and  bidden  by  snow  as  to  benndistinguishablefrom  surrounding  country.     \  illnge  of  Mayan, 


7i 
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with  2  earavansarais  and  100  bouses  on  its  right  bank  :  27'miles,  2  streams,  3}  mile*  ^p*". 
bnok  bridges ;  18  miles,  ridges  and  ditto ;  21  miles,  skirt   Alf    "hah,  2lK)  houses;    *r  r  % 
mountains  approach  nearer  to  road.     Cross  three  small  water-cuts,  2  villages  to  riirht,  n  *,■ 
to  left,  and  enter  Dizai  Khalil,  about  29  mile*;    suiaU   village   hidden   in    w»Ilcd    am*  .  -  * 
Shahi  Peninsula  stands  out  boldly  to  N.W.,  mountains  to  N.,  deep  in  snow.      Dizai  Kliaj  * 
4,450'  above  the  sea. 


2.  Tasuj 


25 


54 


General    direction   N.W,      About  a    u.  '•■ 
lanes  through  walled  orchitis  ;  then  open  r  ' 
vated  ground.      Some  large  villages  to  K .'?    * 
Sufr    Mir     Alhangi.   <&c.,    and   numcrou*  - 
nestled  between  spurs  of  chain  on  N.,   which   approach  to  within  a  ouple  of  miles    of  rt« 
Chief  peaks  about  8  miles  distant  nnd  10,000  feet  high.     Pasted  a  large   caravan  of  vv  .. 
from  Tribizond,  with  European  bnles  of  goods.     Larger  orchards  and  road«ide  tree*  her*  -- 
there,  generally  plum  and  other  fruit  trees  or  willow.     At   15  mile*  shores  of  lake,    1    i.  • 
distant,  and  about  17  miles,  where  spurs  descend  to  close  to  shore  and   read   bend*  r    - 
their  base ;    more   northerly    are   some   tepid    springs    swarming   with    duck   and    ix*. 
below.     About  21  miles  curious  mound  and  ruins  to  left   (W.),  and  saddle  cr  ^irg'   - 
mountains    to   N.  which   here   recede  and  form  a    bay,  within    which    is  Ta<oj,    a   »- 
villige  hidden  in    walld  gardens.    Julfa  on  the  Aras,   the  Russian  frontier,  is  ^<  *.'-> 
distant,  almost  north  from  here. 


3.  Raoshax 


onS.    Numerous  nalas 


25 


79 


General  direction— W.  by    S.W.     Bittrrir  .-    . 
wind  from  N.E.  ;  foot  of  mountain   *>         • 
mile    on  N.    and    bare,  open,    marshy- )*«•»'-.; 
ground  for  a  couple  of  miles  up  to  edge  of    a* 
crossed  and  nmerous  villages  and  fruit  trees  amongst  spar* ;  a  sr^' 
deal  of  shingle  on  road.    About  15  miles  across  stream,  low  rocky   hills  close  on  N.    -■ 
shores  of  lake  about  1  mile  S.     Police     post,  Gumez,  here,  and  flocks  of    sheep  ;    tiw* 
branches  here  half  right  and  half  left.     About  18   miles  cross  Sutaigo,  and   a  mile   brv  *  \ 
Bunarjdarra,  small  streams,  hills  on  X.  low,  and  less  cultivation.     About  19  miles,    ur>r%*  i 
N.W.  corner  of  lake,  shore  of  which  now  tends    S. ;   23  miles   sandy  ground,  and    v^ 
this  turn   sharp  lift  off  main  Oilman  track,  and  crossing  Snmutcha,  a  sluggish  stream 
40  yards  width,  on  ice,  reach  Raoshan,  a  miserable  village  of  about  40  huts,    I*rg»  b**-» 
of  ponies  here. 

Cultivated  valley  of  Salm&s    stretches  up   N  W.  towards  KhoL    French  convent 
Haftovan.    RaoshAn,  4,670' ;  45°  26'  E.,  38°  18'  N. 


4.  GticHl 


••i 


20 


99 


c.  * 


General  direction  8.  by  S.E.  Abort  i 
after  starting  had  to  cross  lar^e  sheet  of  ic*.  «~  i 
had  some  croppers  amongst  animals.  InAcvil  r. 
was  wonderful  how  oar  beasts,  shod  with  the  Arm- 
plates  and  not  roughed,  ever  kept  their  legs  at  all ;  2  miles  through  large  village  Karafa ;  a*-  :? 
3  miles  pass  through  some  low  hills.  Imamzada  on  knoll  on  left,  and,  after  passing  some  %iar\ 
isolated  rocky  knolls,  about  7  miles,  join  main  track  from  N.W.  near  ruined  villace  and  •*  -■■ 
very  strong  tepid  springs,  forming  stream  swarming  with  duck.  A  bay  of  the  lake  u  di»t»T. 
3  miles  left;  ground  marshy  up  to  it,  and  round  sarai,  about  a  mile  8.B.  -S  o^'- 
ascend  undulating  spurs  and  enter  valley  in  hills.  About  9  miles  Yakba  Khin>  a  j»-  .- 
post,  and  cross  dry  nulla.  Barren  hereabouts,  and  a  good  deal  of  snow  lying  IS  mile*  >** 
eastward,  and  easy  ascent  to  5,550' ;  village  Karabarren  2  miles  W. ;  thence  fW*f»?  : 
cross  about  half  or  half  mile  further;  15  miles,  elevation  6.1501  bv  anenttd.  Tb-.*» 
descend  down  valley  of  small  stream  for  3  or  S\  miles ;  thence  along  spur  aVct*ndinir  tt>  tV.  j» 
of  Guchi,  4,60(V.  The  end  of  range  jutting  into  lake  is  bold  and  n  cky.  Cmu*  tar.v 
blocks  of  granite  strewn  about.     Kest  of  hills  chiefly  earth,   with   ea*y  slopes.     fhi« 
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Routi  No.  879— concltl 
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Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DltTAJTOB,  IV  MILBt. 


Inttnns- 
dimto. 


Total. 


Description,  &o. 


which,  with  another  rammer  one  more  to  W.  and  higher  elevation,  are  called  indifferently 
th«»  Gtichi,  Sal  mas  and  Vergams  pauses,  is  much  raided  on  by  Sheikhak  Kurds.  Many  of 
t  hewe  Kurd*  have  Martinis-  Near  the  upper  pas**  road  are  some  rook  earrings,  A*»yrian 
fiirure*  on  horseback,  life-size,  in  relief,  King  and  Queen,  with  followers  ;  Sassanian  head- 
gear ;  no  in>cription. 

Gdchi  is  a  village  of  100  houses  situated  in  lat.  37°59 . 


6.    C'BMUt 


33 


132 


General  direction  8.    Shore  of  lakejsabouf  1} 

miles  from  village  Descend  for  about  a  mile ;  then 

over  flat,  uncultivated  ground  ;  marsh  on  left  (K.) 

J  to  lake,  which  is  2  miles  off,  and  low  hills  about  as 

far  on  the  other  side,  with  villages  of  Jamwala,  Gomla,  and  Bulangi.     About  4  or  5  miles  cross 

strongly  running  springs;  flocks  of  sheep.     Large  orchards  round  village  of  Karez,  8  miles,  2 

miles   W,  with   nigh  bild  mountains.     Aogh  Oagh,  part  of  Chald&an   mountains,  just  over 

8.   of  village.    Lake  hereabouts  recedes   farther  away.     Imam    Hindi    village    destroyed 

by  Kurds  on  slopes,  about  9  miles.     From  10  to  16  miles,  skirt  foot  of  rocky   ridge,   700 

f**et  above  road,  when  turn  point;  hills  recede  to  W.,  and  large  villages  and  fruit  trees   shut 

out  view  of  lake  on  lert.     From  this  point  road  le<tds   through   most  rich*  district,   regular 

gan lens  with  numerous  streams  bridged,  and  road  often  bordered  by   regularly  planted   rows 

«»f  fruit  tree*  ;  vineyard*  everywhere.     About  21  miles  p»ist  Chobarali  by  brick   bridge,   four 

arrhes.     Thence  pa*s  numerous   watercourses  and   village — amongst  other  kinds,  Abas,  a 

Christian  one,  and  at  about  31  miles  spurs  and  hills  again  approaching  road,   and  at  33  miles 

suddenly  perceive  new  brick  gateway  close  at  band,  hidden   by  orchards,  and  enter  town. 

There  art*  three  large  well-built  caravansarais.    Town,  which  is  feebly   fortified,  has  8,000  to 

$.***)  house*,  and  is  situated  in  close  proximity  to  the  foot  of  spurs   which   run  down  from 

Mount  Sit  a  war  chain  on  W,  and  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  orchards  and  gardens.    To 

these  extend  to  the  lake,  here  (5  miles  distant.     One  isolated  hill,  Bizar    Dagh,   showing  up 

there  and  some  rocky  inlands  in  lake,  said  to  hold  Urge  numbers  of   wild  goats.     Owing  to 

proximity  of  Hinar  in  the  Naochia  district,  the  capital  of  Sheik  Abdallah,  a  strong  garrison  is 

now  maintained,  one  regiment  of  4(j0  cavalry,  6<JU  artillerymen,   three  regiments  infantry, 

each  of  1,0(10  men  ;  l,0u0  of  above  have  Werndl*.     One  very  break-neck  path,  from  Crmia  to 

JirrvTurkistan,  exihts.     Another  route  to  Ushnai,  two  marches,  now  closed  by  snow.     From 

here  there  is  a  route  of  three  stages  to  Rowanduz,f  but  crossing  the   Kalashin    Pass  at  over 

li  »,i W«0  feet,  and  closed  by  snow  for  five  months  annually.     On  this  road,  about  two  hours 

from  Ushnai,  is  an  Assyrian  inscription   on   Sheikh   Iwa,  "  The   Peak,  "    mountain.    This 

must  probably  have  been  the  old  IN  inivch-Ecbatana  road. 


Route  No.  380. 

TABftfz  TO  UbflNt;  J  AND  THE  KALASUf.N  PaSS,  via  BlNa*B. 

Authority. — IUwmnson. 


•isfs  or  bsltlaf  plsos. 


1.  SabdahOd 


DlStAffCS, 

nr  milks. 

Interns* 
dials. 

Total. 

7 

7 

Dc*  riptloo,  kc. 


Left   Ti.hrit.   anH  rode   7  miles  to  the  village 
of  Sards  rud  in  a  general  direct  ion   of   S.  72  W. 


*  BrtwMO  buna*  ami  Gichi  Pa**.  A  bout •  tmtn  Y«LM«r  K  hati      , 

;  Or"  U«iiu«i." 


t  By  valley  of  ty  akchal. 
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Route  No.  380 — conld. 
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DlflTUfCB,  IV  MILBS. 


Interfile- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


At  2  miles  I  passed  to  the  left  the  little  village  of  Lala,  containing  a  summer-hoo«  %z  - 
garden,  whither  the  idle  Tabrfzis  repair  frequentlv  during  the  spring  and  summer.  T^ 
roai  to  Sardardd  skirts  to  the  left  the  low  hills  which  form  the  southern  boundary  of  ti_* 
great  Tabriz  plain,  and  upon  the  right  is  seen  an  immense  level  flat  stretching  awny  t  • 
the  margin  of  the  salt  lake  farther  than  the  eye  can  trace  its  features.  Sardardd  u  a 
flourishing  place,  situated  on  a  small  stream  which  flows  from  Sahand,  and  givw  H»  »%•• 
to  the  village  and  district.  The  gardens  and  orchards  which  surround  it  along  the  fr«<  • « 
the  hills  are  of  great  extent,  but  still  they  can  afford  only  a  faint  idea  of  the  farmer  r*t- 
ness  of  the  district,  when  the  suburbs  of  Tabriz  stretched  out  as  far  as  this  place,  and  t~* 
whole  country  was  covered  with  such  a  forest  of  trees  that  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  u.' 
boundaries  of  the  respective  village?. 

2.  Guoan 


••• 


22 


29 


From  Sardardd  I  made  a  stage  of  22  mile*  r*> 
the  village  of  Gugan.  The  road  conducts  atrro^ 
the  plain  for  12  miles  in  a  general  directum  »•. 
S.  W.  to  the  village  of  Hkhiji,  the  luw  hi*  • 
to  the  left  running  along  at  an  average  distance  of  about  1  mile,  and  the  great  plt^.  &.* 
before,  to  the  right  stretching  down  to  the  shores  of  the  lake.  Along  this  tract  the  plan  * 
cultivated  throughout,  and  many  villages  are  seen  scattered  about. 

At  1  mile  from  this  place  the  road  leads  round  a  long  point  of  the  low  hills  calVi  I  r 
the  Tabrizis  Linzi  Bund,  and  then  stretches  across  a  flat  open  (meadow)  in  a  direction  *  : 
S.  20  W.  for  9  miles  to  the  village  of  Gujmn.  At  the  point  of  the  hill  th#  rni 
divides,  one  tract  running  off  to  the  left,  and  along  the  foot  of  the  hills  to  Dehkerg&n, 
tal  of  the  district  ;  and  the  other,  which  I  followed,  conducting  direct  to  Gugan. 

Gugan  is  surrounded  with  a  belt    of  gardens,  through  which   the  traveller  baa  to 
his  way  for  above  1  mile  before  he  reaches  the  hamlet  in  the  centre. 


the  c*\ 


3.  ShishawIn 


••• 


24 


63 


At  the  distance  of  1  mile  after  leaving  Gti^in 
the  road  enters  a  chain  of  low,  barren  hill*.  *M 
at  3  miles  further  rejoins  the  high  road,  «hi-»> 
turned  off  to  the  left,as  1  have  already  tuenUoL*-i. 
at  Linzi  Burni,  and  conducted  through  Dehkergan.  From  hence  6  miles  among  the  h-.-* 
lead  to  the  marble  pits. 

From  the  pits  the  road  strikes  across  the  little  plain  due  S.  for  2  miles,  kavizz* 
the  village  of  She  rani  m  to  the  left,  and  that  of  Khanigih  to  the  right ;  and  tbm  *£*>?) 
winds  among  low  hills  for  8  miles,  till  it  descends  into  the  spacious  plain,  which  extroi* 
round  the  south-eastern  angle  of  the  lake.  Here  the  road  again  divides  the  gmt  caravan 
route  clinging  to  the  hills  upon  the  left,  and  the  other  road  which  I  followed  striking  d*wn 
into  the  plain  to  the  village  of  Shishawan,  distant  from  this  point  about  4  miles,  in  duvdjoa 
of  S.  16  E." 


4.  BixIb 


13 


66 


From  Shishawan  I  travelled  13  milf*  tr 
Rinab  in  a  direction  of  S.  26  E.  The  villajrr 
of  Ajab  Shehr  is  distant  scarcely  half  a  m>!» 
from  Shishawan ;  and  Khaniyan,  which  t»  t±* 
usual  halting-place  for  kafilahs,  is  again  about  1|  miles  beyond.  Leaving  thm*  plaort 
to  the  left  at  2  miles,  I  crossed  the  stream  of  Dezziya-Llud  ;  this  river  rises  high  up 
among  the  ravines  of  Sahand,  and  at  the  distance  of  2  farsakhs,  before  it  debouches  inU>  tu? 
plain,  there  is  a  ruined  castle  named  Tash-Kala. 


5.  Chilis 


••• 


20 


88 


Beyond  the  gardens  of  Binab  croat  the  SdS 
Chai  by  a  good  bridge,  and  from  thence  p*as  ow 
a  cultivated  tract  for  2  miles.  Beach  thr  point  *<f 
hill  which  forms  the  northern  boundary  uf  U* 
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Bouti  No.  879 — concld. 
Tabriz  to  Urmia — con  eld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DltTAJTCB,  XV  MILIS. 


lnterme> 

dlate. 


Total. 


Deacriptlon,  Ao. 


which,  with  another  nummer  one  more  to  W.  and  higher  elevation,  are  called  indifferently 
the  Guchi,  Sal  mas  and  Vergams  passes,  is  much  raided  on  by  Sheikhak  Kurds.  Many  of 
these  Kurds  have  Martinis-  Near  the  upper  pass*  road  are  some  rook  earrings,  Assyrian 
figures  on  horseback,  life-size,  in  relief,  King  and  Queen,  with  followers  ;  Sassanian  head- 
gear ;  no  inscription. 

Guchi  is  a  village  of  100  houses  situated  in  lat.  37°59 . 

5.   CBMtlt 


33 


132 


General  direction  S.  Shore  of  lake  js  about  \\ 
miles  from  Tillage  Descend  for  about  a  mile ;  then 
over  flat,  uncultivated  ground  ;  marsh  on  left  (K.) 
to  lake,  which  is  2  miles  off,  and  low  hills  about  as 
far  on  the  other  side,  with  villages  of  Jamwala,  Gomla,  and  Bulangi.  About  4  or  5  miles  cross 
strongly  running  springs ;  flocks  of  sheep.  Large  orchards  round  village  of  Karez,  8  miles,  2 
miles  w,  with  high  bold  mountains.  Aogh  Dagh,  part  of  Chaldsean  mountains,  just  over 
S.  of  village.  Lake  hereabouts  recedes  farther  away.  Ira 4m  Hindi  village  destroyed 
by  Kurda  on  slopes,  about  9  miles.  From  10  to  16  miles,  skirt  foot  of  rocky  ridge,  700 
fret  above  road,  when  turn  point;  hills  recede  to  W.,  and  large  villages  and  fruit  trees  shut 
out  view  of  lake  on  lert.  From  this  point  road  leads  through  most  rich*  district,  regular 
gardens  with  numerous  streams  bridged,  and  road  often  bordered  by  regularly  planted  rows 
of  fruit  trees  ;  vineyards  everywhere.  About  21  miles  past  Chobarali  by  brick  bridge,  four 
arches.  Thence  pa-«s  numerous  watercourses  and  village — amongst  other  kinds,  Abas,  a 
Christian  one,  and  at  about  31  miles  spurs  and  hills  again  approaching  road,  and  at  33  miles 
suddenly  perceive  new  brick  gateway  close  at  hand,  hidden  by  orchards,  and  enter  town. 
There  are  three  largo  well-built  caravansarais.  Town,  which  is  feebly  fortified,  has  8,000  to 
9,<MH)  houses,  and  is  situated  in  close  proximity  to  the  foot  of  spurs  which  run  down  from 
Mount  Sitawar  chain  on  W,  and  surrounded  on  all  sides  by-  orchards  and  gardens.  To 
these  extend  to  the  lake,  here  6  miles  distant.  One  isolated  hill,  Bizar  Dagh,  showing  up 
there  and  some  rocky  islands  in  lake,  said  to  hold  Urge  numbers  of  wild  goats.  Owing  to 
proximity  of  Binar  in  the  Maoohia  district,  the  capital  of  Sheik  Abdallah,  a  strong  garrison  is 
now  maintained,  one  regiment  of  400  cavalry,  5u0  artillerymen,  three  regiments  infantry, 
each  of  1,000  men  ;  1,000  of  above  have  Werndls.  One  very  break-neck  path,  from  Urmia  to 
Neri-Turkistfn,  exists.  Another  route  to  Ushnai,  two  marches,  now  closed  by  snow.  From 
here  there  is  a  route  of  three  stages  to  Rowanduz,f  but  crossing  the  Kalashfn  Pass  at  over 
1  ( MX  O  feet,  and  closed  by  snow  for  five  months  annually.  On  this  road,  about  two  hours 
from  Ushnai,  is  an  Assyrian  inscription  on  Sheikh  Iwa,  "  The  Peak,  "  mountain.  This 
must  probably  have  been  the  old  Riniveh-Ecbatana  road. 


Route  No.   380. 

Tabr£z  to  Ushn<j{  and  the  KalashJn  Pass,  via  Binab. 
Authority. — Rawlinson. 


Stage  or  halting  plaoo. 


Distavcs,  ur  milks. 


Interna- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Sabda&6d 


Left  Tabriz,   and  rode   7  miles  to  the  village 
of  Sardarud  in  a  general  direction   of   8.  72  W. 


*  BaiWMS  DUmio  and  GucUi  Pa*«,  a  noun  fmm  Ynkhtar  Khan      J  t  By  valley  of  Syakcfaai. 

X  Or  **  Uauuai." 
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Route  No.  380— con  Id. 
Tabriz  to  Ushni  and  the  Kalaskin  P</«*,  rid  Binab— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Description.  Ac. 


At  2  miles  I  passed  to  the  left  the  little  village  of  Lala,  containing  a  summeT-h«*i«*  ;il 
garden,  whither  the  idle  Tabrfzis  repair  frequently  during  the  spring  and  summer.  'K* 
roai  to  Sardardd  skirts  to  the  left  the  low  hills  which  form  the  southern  boundary  tf  :&• 
great  Tabriz  plain,  and  upon  the  right  is  seen  an  immense  lerel  flat  stretching  a  wit  :  • 
the  margin  of  the  salt  lake  farther  than  the  eye  can  trace  its  features.  Sardardd  i»  • 
flourishing  place,  situated  on  a  small  stream  which  flows  from  Sahand,  and  gives  Us  n\^.* 
to  the  village  and  district.  The  gardens  and  orchirds  which  surround  it  along  the  fn< 
the  hills  are  of  great  extent,  but  still  they  can  afford  only  a  faint  idea  of  the  former  new- 
ness of  the  district,  when  the  suburbs  of  Tabriz  stretched  out  as  far  as  this  place,  and  :?• 
whole  country  was  covered  with  such  a  forest  of  trees  that  it  was  dilficult  to  aistinguui  v 
boundaries  of  the  respective  villager 

2.  G6oi.Br 


22 


29 


From  Sardardd  I  male  a  stage  of  23  mil*  :- 
the  village  of  Gugan.  The  road  conduct*  vr*** 
the  plain  for  12  miles  in  a  general  dircc*>  q 
8.  W.  to  the  village  of  llkhiji,  the  low  hi> 
to  the  left  running  along  at  an  average  distance  of  about  1  mile,  and  the  great  pUn.  > 
before,  to  the  right  stretching  down  to  the  shores  of  the  lake.  Along  this  tract  the  plain  ♦ 
cultivated  throughout,  and  many  villages  are  seen  scattered  about. 

At  1  mile  from  this  place  the  road  leads  round  a  long  point  of  the  low  hills  calVd  I  * 
the  Tabrizis  Linzi  Burni,  and  then  stretches  across  a  flat  open  (meadow)  in  a  direction  • ' 
8.  20  W.  for  9  miles  to  the  village  of  Gu^an.  At  the  point  ot  the  hill  the  n  *! 
divides,  one  tnct  running  off  to  the  left,  and  along  the  foot  of  the  hills  to  Dehkergan,  the  cj;  - 
tal  of  the  district  ;  and  the  other,  which  I  followed,  conducting  direct  to  Gugan. 

Gu^an  is  surrounded  with  a  belt  of  gardens,  through  which  the  traveller  has  to  tret! 
his  way  for  above  1  mile  before  he  reaches  the  hamlet  in  the  centre. 


3.  ShishawXj 


••• 


24 


63 


At  the  distance  of  1  mile  after  leaving  (i&rl-. 
the  road  enters  a  chain  of  low,  barren  mils,  t.: 
at  3  miles  further  rejoins  the  high  road,  wL". 
turned  off  to  the  loft, as  I  have  already  mentK-L- >^ 
at  Linzi  Burni,  and  conducted  through  Dehkeig&n.  From  hence  6  miles  among  the  hiu* 
lead  to  the  marble  pit*. 

From  the  pits  the  road  strikes  across  the  little  plain  due  8.  for  2  miles,  ha^'j 
the  village  of  Shetanim  to  the  left,  and  that  of  Khanigah  to  the  right ;  and  then  *c  ' 
winds  among  low  hills  for  8  miles,  till  it  descends  into  the  spacious  plain,  which  eit<r  .» 
round  the  south-eastern  angle  of  the  lake.  Here  the  road  again  divides  the  great  carar*-. 
route  clinging  to  the  hills  upon  the  left,  and  the  other  road  which  I  followed  striking  d«*a 
into  the  plain  to  the  village  of  Shishawan,  distant  from  this  point  about  4  miles,  in  dixveto 
of  8.  16  E." 


4.  BixXb 


13 


66 


From  Shishawan  I  travelled  13  nib*  ' 
Binab  in  a  direction  of  8.  26  EL  The  vilUc 
of  Ajab  Shehr  is  distant  scarcely  half  a  o  - 
from  Shishawan ;  and  Khantyan,  which  t>  u* 
usual  halting-place  for  kafilahs,  is  again  about  \\  miles  beyond.  Leaving  these  pirn 
to  the  left  at  2  miles,  I  crossed  the  stream  of  Dezziya-llud  ;  this  river  rise*  high  zi 
among  the  ravines  of  Sahand,  and  at  the  distance  of  2  farsahhs,  before  it  debouches  into  t~ 
plain,  there  is  a  ruined  castle  named  Tash-Kala. 

6.  Chilik 


••• 
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Beyond  the  gardens  of  Binab  cross  the  Sii 
Chai  by  a  good  bridge,  and  from  thence  pass  or  - 
a  cultivated  tract  for  2  miles.  Reach  the  point  •£ 
hill  which  forms  the  northern  boundary  of  tia 
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DlSTAiCCI,  IV  KILB8. 
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Total. 


Description,  Sua. 


great  Miyandti&b  plain  ;  here  quit  the  high-road,  and  strike  off  by  a  by-path  in  a  direction  of 
8.  W.  by  S.  to  Chilik.  At  5  miles  further  cross  the  Jaghetu,  a  paltry  stream,  at  this 
time  containing  scarcely  a  fo  .t's  depth  of  water,  and  running  in  a  direction  of  N.  W.  J 
W.  Beyond  this,  at  3  miles,  reach  the  little  village  of  Kemchik.  At  8  miles  from  Kemchik 
reach  the  hanks  of  the  Tatau,  and  cross  it  by  a  shallow  ford  to  the  Tillage  of  Chilik  upon  the 
other  side. 


C.   ALIBBOLf 


•  •• 
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For  10  miles  traverse  the  Miyanduab  plain  in 
a  direction  of  S.  53°  W.,  the  road  lying  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  way  through  a  dense 
mats  of  reeds  and  hi«rh  graxs,  which  is  not  easy 
to  penetrate.  In  the  spring  this  tract  is  an  impassable  morass,  fed  by  the  Siij  Bulak  river, 
which  at  other  seasons  loses  itself  in  a  lake  about  10  miles  distant,  and  does  not  reach  the 
Miyanduab  plain.  Having  crossed  the  Miyanduab  plain,  ent^r  some  low  hills  which  reach 
d«iwn  nearly  to  the  lake,  and  cross  into  the  district  of  Siildiiz.  The  country  hereabouts  is 
tolerably  fertile,  though  belonging  geographically  to  Sulduz.  After  4  miles  among  the  hills 
crme  into  the  plain  of  Sulduz,  and  then  turn  up  W.  03*  N.  through  a  rich  and  highly 
cultivated  country  to  Alibegli,  a  large  village  up  tne  river  Gadar. 


7-  UflHJ.6 
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The  road  goes  for  10  miles  along  the  foot  of  the 
hills  which  houiid  the  Sulduz  plain  to  the  south- 
ward, and  then,  ascending?  the  brow  of  a  little 
prong  that  jnts  out  and  forms  its  western  limit, 
overlooks  the  fertile  and  secluded  district  of  Ushnu.  The  view  from  this  point  is  noble  in 
the  extreme.  The  great  Kurdistan  mountains  bound  the  district  to  the  W.,  bearing  here 
the  same  Mern  character  of  grandeur  and  elevation  which  they  possess  in  their  whole  line  of  pro- 
longation from  Taurus,  and  dwarfing  all  the  other  ranges  that  intersect  the  face  of  the  country. 
The  boundary  of  snow  which  clothes  their  rocky  summits  is  marked  as  if  with  the  precision 
of  a  drawn  lino,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  range  is  to  be  seen  the  little  town  of  Unhnu,  smiling 
among  gardens  and  orchards,  and  offering  a  strange  contrast  to  the  savage  wildness  of  the 
mountain  rampart  above  it.  The  town  is  distant  from  this  pass,  which  is  called  Ali  Ueremi, 
about  10  miles  in  a  direction  of  N  75°  W. 

From  Uphnu  runs  the  direct  road  to  the  Kalashfn  Pass,  which   is  described  under  Route 
Ko.  374,  *•  Tabriz  to  Mosul  vid  Urmia." 


Route  No.  381. 
TabrIz  to  Van,  vid  Kut(;b. 


Authority. — Sheil. 


DxsTAjrca,  nr  miles. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  Dizai  KhajJi.    ... 
3.  Tasrjj 

... 

•  •» 

>See  Route  "  Tabriz  to  Sulai mania." 
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Route  No.  881 — eontd 
Tabriz  to  F*mt  rid  AWsjr— contd. 


Distascb,  ur  man. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description.  Ac 

3.  8  almas 

4.  KabaKishlak    ... 
6.  DilmIh 

••• 
••• 
... 

••• 
••• 
•  ■ . 

1 

J-See  Route  "  Tabriz  to  Sulaimania/* 

j 

Our  course  was  westerly.    Two  mile*  after  leaving  the  old  town  of   Oilman,  we  entrr*-! 
the  hills  of   Kurdistan  :  they   are  email,   but  of  curious  shape.     We  then   turned  N.  N 
W.,  and  ascended  the  banks  of  a  small  stream  which  runs  under  Oilman  ;  here  we  ha.*  v 
for  three  hours. 


6.  Kut6b  ...  28  28        Set  off  at  2  a.m.,  and  a«oended  t  W^  % 

narrow  defile  12  miles  in  length,  with  kiw  L.  • 
on  both  sides  ;  the  road  often  exce**ivrhr  '■*.. 
We  travelled  on  the  banks  of  the  same  »tr>  a  . 
At  the  close  of  the  defile  theie  was  an  ah*-  * 
a>cent,   and  we  then  entered  a  valley,   or  r»:  * 

tableland,  of  considerable  extent.    After  travelling  2  miles,  we  were  opposite   to   Her***- 

dagh,*  which  lay  about  the  tatne  distance  from  us  to  the  W. 

We  soon  after  passed  two  Kurd  Tillages,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  there  was  n*~  ^ 
cultivation. 

We  continued  our  journey  through  the  same  undnlating  valley,  and  at   about  the  £   i 
mile  we  were  in   view  of  the  valley  of   Elb4k,t   the  entrance  of  which    bore   W.S.W 
10  miles  distant ;  it  was  said  to  be  5  miles  wide,   and  2<)  miles  in   length.     It   was   mi'-m' 
on  our  left  hand,   at  the  very  foot  of    the  black  steep,   snow-capped  range  which  r  - 
behind   Elbak.    The  soil  we  travelled  over  today  is  Fersian  ;    but   Elbak  belong*  U*  t 
HekkArf  tribe. 

After  a  tedious  march  of  9  hours  in  a  N.X.W.  direction,  and  various  aarvots  ar 
descents  among  hills,  we  arrived  at  the  district  and  village  of  Kutur,  which  are  attach!  - 
the  governorship  of  Kh<Si  in  Persia. 

The  village  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  black,  bluff,  high  range,  called  Holebdagh.  of  wl  .- 
the  direction  is  about  E.  and  W.     A  stream,  called  here  Kutur  Chai,  passes  close  to  :-i 
village.    The  distance  we  travelled  to-day  was  about  28  miles. 


7.  EmcHiK 


44  72       We  left  Kutur  at  half-past  I  a.m.,  and  cr**. 

to  the  left  bank  of  the  Kutur  Chai  which  * 
with  a  very  rapid  stream.    We  ttu-n   eat.  *■ 
a  wide  defile  named   Balanjik,   12   or    14  t* 
in  length,  with  the  above  stream  flowing  thr>.: 
it.    Our  general  course  was  W.     At  aW*2t  * 
10th  mile  we  ascended  to  the  right  from  the  defile,  leaving  the  stream  to  the  Irft . 
about  the  15th  mile  we  entered  an  immense  meadow  ;  and  at  2oth  mile  halted  at  the  nrr 
village  of  Mulla  Hasan,  on  the  bank  of  a  small  stream  flowing  from  the  3.     This  u  * 
most  unsafe  part  of  the  road  between  Kh6i  and  Van  from  the  vioinity  of  the  tribe  %d  £-' 
M  ah  mud,  who  has  taken  possession  of  this  meadow. 


•  * 


*  Herawal-dagh  la  probably  the  Mount  Akroaal  of  Colonel  Monteith'a  map.  and  may  be  eatii 
above  the  sea. 

t  This  most  be  the  valley  throng h  which  the  river   Zab  flows  In  a  S.W.  direction,  an.   If 
correct,  here  In  the  eoaroo  of  that  river  at  about  1JHW    abovo    the  tea.    The  valley  Is  lb*   All 
Moutcith     map. 


«.*• 
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RorrE  No.  381 — aneld. 
Tabriz  to  rd»9  rid  Kuinr — concld, 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAUCI,   I1T   XILV0. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Mounted  again  at  3  p.m.,  and  crossed  a  stream  which  rifles  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the 
meadow,  and  is  called  the  Mahmudjik  Chai.  We  then  entered  a  defile  of  the  name  name 
which  g  adually  opened  into  a  valley,  and  then  into  a  wide  plain.  The  road,  as  it  had  been 
during  the  entire  day's  march  was  very  good.  At  the  35th  mile  from  Kuttir,  we  recrossed 
to  the  left  hank  of  the  Mahmudjik  Chai,  which  flows  into  the  Erchekjiin  lake. 

At  about  the  4<»th  mile,  the  noble  mountain  of  Sfpan-d&gh  was  visible  ;  it  bore  N.W.,  distant 
f>0  miles.     After  travelling  44  miles,  we  halted  at  sunset  at  the  Armenian  village  of  Etchek. 

Ktchek  cot  .tains  HO  houses,  which  resemble  those  at  Kiitur.  The  village  is  about  2  miles 
distant  from  the  £.  side  of  the  lake  Erchekjiin.  This  is  a  fine  sheet  of  water,  of  an  oval 
shape,  it*  largest  diameter  being  N.  and  S.,  and  perhaps  about  12  or  15  miles  in  length  by 
8  or  9  in  width.  The  water  is  hracki*h,  and  contains  small  fish  of  good  quality.  The  lake 
is  bounded  by  mountains  on  all  sides,  excepting  the  E.,  where  the  shores  a:e  flat. 


8.  Van 


••• 


••t 


We  left  Etchek  at  half -past  3  a.m.,  and  pro- 
ceeded nearly  3.  along  the  shore  of  the  lake 
for  nearly  3  miles,  when  we  were  close  to  its 
southern  extremity.  We  then  passed  through 
some  valleys  partially  cultivated,  and  over  too  small  passes;  general  dinction  W.S.W. 
At  about  the  13th  mile,  after  crossing  a  low  pass,  we  came  in  view  of  very 
fine  scenery;  the  high,  «■  craggy,  naked  rock  of  Warak-dagh  was  6  miles  distant  to  tho 
S.E.,  while  to  the  8.  lav  the  plain  of  Van  covered  with  villages,  gardens,  and  cultivation. 
A  mile  further  on  the  lake  of  Van  was  visible,  and  soon  after  we  beheld  the  rock  of  Van  and 
Sirian-riagh,  while  the  snowy  mountains  of  Erdoz,  which  bound  the  southern  extremity  of  the 
Jake,  closed  the  view. 

The  «»oenery  at  Van  is  the  most  beautiful  T  have  seen  in  Asia.  The  town  is  situated  in  a 
large  plain  said  to  be  43  miles  in  circuit,  studded  with  villages  and  gardens.  The  lake  is  said 
to  lie  25  or  30  miles  in  length,  and  9  or  12  miles  in  breadth.  The  water  is  brackish,  but 
drinkable.     A  few  boats  are  employed  on  it  trading  between  Van  Akhlat  and  Ted  van. 

Ti»e climate  of  Van  is  extremely  severe  ;  snow  falls  about  the  2c*th  November,  and  sometimes 
remains  ft*  months :  a  portion  of  the  lake  i  frozen  in  very  severe  winters. 
Between  Salman  and  Van  the  road  is  in  general  good- 
Van  is  a  city  of  about  12,000  inhabitants,  of  which  about  a  quarter  are  Armenians.    It  is 
commanded  bv  a  fortified  rock. 


TIHRAN. 

Lat.  35°  4tf  <f  ;  Long.  61°  25'  0*. 

The  capital  of  Persia,  situated  in  the  district  of  Irak-i-Ajami,  270  miles 
S.W.  of  Astrabad,  471  miles  W.S.W.  of  Mashhad,  672  miles  W.N.W. 
of  Herat,  677  miles  N.  of  Bushahr,  224  miles  N.W.  of  Karmanshah. 
Tihran  is  situated  in  the  very  lowest  part  of  an  immense  desert  plain. 
There  is  nothing  impressive  in  its  appearance.  Neither  are  the  environs 
attractive.  The  one  feature  of  the  landscape  that  rivets  attention  is  the 
gigtntic  range  of  the  Elburz  mountains,  10,000'  high,  which  runs  to  the 
N.E.  of  the  city,  and  terminates  in  the  stupendous  peak  of  Damavand, 
The  city  has  the  shape  of  an  irregular  oblong,  and  is  about  4  miles 
in  circumference.     It  is  surrounded  by  a  dry  ditch,  and,  with  the  exception 
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of  a  few  shops  outside   Rome  of  the  gates,  is  entirely   contained    within  an 
embattled  mud  wall,  flanked  by  numerous   round   towers   in   very  tolerJ  V 
repair,   and  a  very  broad   ditch,   with  a  knrez    between   it  and  the  wall. 
The  city  cannot  boast  of  any  building  of  either  heanty  or  antiquity;  that  «f 
the  greatest  consequence  is  the  citadel,  which  is  fortified  in  the  same  roanmr 
as  the  town,  and  contains  the  palace  of  the  Shah  and  the  houses  of  mc*t  <>f 
his  court.     The  ark  comprises  quarters  for  the  soldiers  and  many  extensive 
ranges  of  apartments.     Near  the  gate   of   this  citadel   is  the  jaba  khioi. 
an  armoury  or   ar-enal.     On  passing  the  ditch  and  gate  is  a  ma  it/an,  ?ur- 
rounded   by   barracks,  and   now  occupied  by  600   or  700  pieces  of  artil^err. 
Crossing  this  mauldn,  and  going  through  a  gateway,  one  enters  the  r»<:.i 
establishment,  consisting  of  numerous  courts,  gardens,  and  diwan-khanas,  !>>th 
public  and  private.    There  are  six  or  seven  mosques  at  Tihran,  of  which  the 
principal  is  Masjid  Shah.    All  the  others  are  insignificant.    There  are  said  \o 
be  between  150  and  200  public   baths  and  a  like  number  of  caravansary 
The  city  is  divided  into  four  mahallas,  and  possesses  five  gates,  named  either 
after  the  districts  into  which  they  open,  or  from  the  places  to  wh'ch  the  rnai 
leads.     Large   round  towers  are  placed   about   50  yards  in  front  of  four  «  f 
the  gates ;   their  walls  are  immensely  thick,  and  strengthens!  by  dttrhr* 
and   mounds  of  earth.     The   gates  are   still  further  protected  by  a  specie 
of  outwork.     The   walls  of  the   city,   flanked  by   small   towers,  are  in  * 
ruinous  condition.    They  arc,  of  course,  built  of  mud;   their  summits  arr 
jagged,  and  they  are   furnished  with  a  banquette.     The   counterscarp  <  f 
the  ditch  is  so  much  the  worse  for  wear,  that  a  Persian  horse  couM  scraml  V 
up  or  down  in  some  places.     The  earthen  mound,  which  intervenes  l>etwe»i 
the   scarp  and   the  foot   of  the  wall,  is  the  only  solid  part  of  the  defence 
The   gates   are   well   built,   with   domed  entrances.     At  the  Shaikh  AM /.i 
Azim   gate,   through  which  all    caravans  of   merchandise  are   obliged  t^ 
enter,  no   matter  from  what  direction   they   may  come,  the  custoni*hou«e 
is  established,  and   the   same  dues   levied  both  on   entrance  and  departure 
The  bazaars  are   built  of  brick  with  vaulted  roofs,  and,  whenever  the  court 
is  at  Tihran,   present  a  bustling  appearance.     As   in   all  Persian  town*, 
its  bazaars  are  the  only  streets  it  can  boast  of ;    its  other  paths  of  communi- 
cation  are   but  crooked  and  winding  alleys.     The  shops  are  well  fill**],  a*  i 
exhibit    British  and  Russian  goods,  German  glassware,  hardware  and  eh»th. 
and  the  productions  and  manufactures  of  Persia.     There  is  in  the  Georgian 
caravan surai  a  shop  which    has  been  fitted  up  in  the  European  style,  whrr* 
every   imaginable   commodity  is   to   be   found.      From   the  bazaars   i»  a 
passage   leading   into  a  square  court  occupied  by  gunsmiths,  who  are  skilful 
at  their  trade,  and  turn  out  very  respectable  weapxis;  but  the  number  th.j 
manufacture   is  insignificant.     Next  to  this  yard  is  the  cannon  foundry, 
which   is  one  of  the   prime  minister's  hobbies,  and   under  his  particuLr 
superintendence.     They   make  very  good   guns,   but  have  no  artil  levying 
to  manage  them  when  made.     Tihran  can  scarcely   be  called  a  commercial 
town,  though  there  is  a  court,  and  a  transit  trade  to  all  pai*ts  of  Persia.     TL* 
population  in   general  cousists  of  between   60,000  and  70,000  souls,  l>ot 
it   fluctuates  considerably,  according  to   the  absence  or  presence  of  th* 
court.    The  streets  are   not  paved  ;  in  summer  they  are  exceedingly  du-tj 
and   in  wet  weather  almost,  impassable  from  the  deep  mud.     Th#  Hot*.*-* 
are   built  with  sun-dried   bricks   in  the  same  style  as  is  used  throughout 
the  whole  of   Upper   Persia.    Ihe  appearance  of  the  country  around  tb» 
city  is  very  dreary  and  desolate,  being  stony  and  barren. 
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Route  No.  383. 

TihrXx  to  AstrXbad,*  vid  Am£l  and  Sa&L 
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DlSTlSCB,  IV  KIX.M. 
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** 


1.  Kami 


••• 


23* 


23i 


Pass  through  village  Rustamabad,  crossing 
stream  at  bridge,  and  thence  E.  through 
Arash  and  Cshgdl.  Leavir.g  last  village, 
follow  track  leading  E.8.K.,  and  bending  S. 
to  gap  in  range  of  low  hills,  bounding  plain  on  right  hand.  Pass  through  narrow  gorge, 
and  emerge  on  plain  of  Dar-Dasht,  opening  on  Tihran  at  hamlet  Narinak  (9  mile*). 
Thenoe  due  £.,  7  miles,  across  undulating,  gravelly  plain  to  Surkhhissar  (16  miles),  hamlet 
with  water,  passing  at  l\  miles  gardens  and  enclosure  of  MajidAbAd,  and  crossing  at 
6  miles  road  from  Tihran  to  Aftcha  Pass,  Lar,  and  Sari.  At  Surkhhissar  strike  into 
road  from  Tihran  (distant  12  miles).  Beyond  hamlet  direct  road  to  Jaiardd  ford  leads  due 
E.,  up  small  stream,  3  miles  to  river.  Road  to  bridge  turns  N.E.  over  low  ra?.ge. 
At  -4  miles  reach  crest,  750',  easy  ascent  low  heights  of  gravel  and  alluvium  on  eituer 
ha  id;  descend  to  bridge,  steep  2  miles,  800'.  Jajardd  stream  (22}  miles),  running 
through  narrow  valley  with  strips  of  cultivation,  6f  few  yards  square,  fordabie  bridge 
of  four  arches  and  causeway  in  good  repair ;  left  bank  easy ;  hill  slightly  receding  right ; 
hills  commanding ;  turn  up  stream  few  hundred  yards ;  then  follow  lateral  glen  with  small 
stream  due  £.  for  1  mile  to  hamlet  Kami. 


2.  Ah  (possibly  Ad).*. 
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From  Kamr  proceed  up  stream  and  due  fi. 
At  |  a  mile  hills  recede,  falling  Away  right 
(S.).  At  4  miles  gain  crest  of  ridge ;  gentle 
ascent  over  long  undulations  ;  road  open ;  soil 
alluvium  and  gravel ;  rough  grass  abundant.  Descend  slightly,  and  pass  on  E.  for  6  miles 
over  undulating  broken  plateau — right,  main  ridge ;  left,  low  hills  skirting  plateau  ;  below 
wliich  runs  stream  from  Damavaud  valley— beyond  barred  range  Karagitch  hills  ;  behind 
which  lavs  the  caravan  road.  Road  good ;  soil  alluvium  with  gravel*  At  5}  miles  pass  small 
mud  sarai  of  Awanjelah — left,  garden* ;  and  a  few  fields  off  right.  At  8  miles  deep  ravine 
with  small  stream,  snow  water,  and  few  acres  barley  and  wheat.  At  Hi  miles  descend  for  | 
a  mile  to  hamlet  and  stream  of  Bumahan  (12  miles).  Villages  up  and  down  valley.  Good 
strip  of  cultivation  skirting  stream,  which  is  never  dry  in  ordinary  years. 

At  11  miles  leave  main  road.  At  15  miles  leave  BtimakanGlen,  crossing  ovet  soniC  low 
ridges  into  glen  of  Ruhind,  and  pass  that  village  on  the  left  Beyond  continue  in  same  gleti 
to  Ah.    Large  village  on  stream j  ample  supplies. 

Another  account  says  i— 

At  fi  mites  beyond  Rddehan  reach  village  at  Alt,  also  called Tak-i-ZumunAd.  All  ties  in  A 
rich  valley  on  a  fine  stream  running  Irom  the  N. 


3.  Rama 


•*. 


63 


Track  ascends  gradually  in  easterly  direction 
beside  stream,  through  rough  glens  and  over 
small  plateau,  and,  joining  g<»od  road  at  <>}  miles, 
soon  after  entere  town  of  bamavind.  Then  C  3 
astfptid  by  good  road  to  tuhdt,  And  Imamzada  Hashim  reached  at  8  miles,  beyond  which 
it  leads  over  a  plateau  to  9  miles.  It  then  descends  id  a  direct;on  about  N.W.  through 
rough  glen*  to  11  miles.  The  road  then  bends,  stony  and  narrow,  in  a  direction  N.N.W., 
parsing  at  11}  miles  a  small  stone  rubdt*  At  14}  miles  reach  another  small  ttontrubdt 
at  junction  of  Lar  stream  with  Haras.  At  15  miles  cross  river  Hanw  by  good  stone  bridge, 
and  ascend  E.  to  18}  miles.  Thende  descend  E.N.E.  by  good  road  Cut  in  face  of  stee* 
slow?  of  volcanic  debris.  At  21}  mi  ted  pass  village  of  Ask  on  bank  of  stream,  l,()0O  below. 
Kitnrja  is  a  large  village  on  A  spur  of  Damavand  j  supplies  ample. 


••r"A«ti4b4*4" 
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Route  No.  382— conld. 
Tihrdn  to  Astrdbdd,  rid  Amul  and  Sari— contd. 


8t«g«  or  halting  place. 


Distance,  iv  milkb. 


Interne 
diate. 


Deecription,  &c. 


1 Ousely  gives  the  following  account  of  the  road  between  Imamzada  Hashim 

and  Ask : — 

For  the  first  2  or  3  miles  the  steep  and  rocky  descent  is  scarcely  practicable  ft*  t 
laden  mule.    Thence  road  continues  down  bed  of  Haras,  which  is  here  a  mountain  tiswi 
Near  the  foot  of  the  southern  shoulder  of  Pamavand  the  river  is  joined  by  a  rapid  «tr«*: 
called  the  Lar,  flowing  from  the  N.W.    This  is  crossed  by  a  stone  bridge.     Thence  the  a*    ; 
over  the  southern  shoulder  of  Damavand  is  comparatively  gentle  ;  but  ther  oad  is  ex«tr»:.« 
being  almost  blocked  np  with  masses  of  rock  and  half-frozen  snow.     The  point  at  which  •  - 
road  turns  the  shoulder  of  the  mountain  is  about  1,300*  above  the  stream.     The  dewvr*  .« 
steep,  rocky,  and  much  longer  than  the  ascent.     This  road  in  impassable  in  winter,  w! 
horsemen  cannot  approach  Larijan  from  the  side  of  Ask  in  this  direction ;  but  ft>ot-pa**«T».r  r* 
contrive  to  scramble  over  the  rocks  immediately  above  the  bed  of  the  river.     The-  road  rvi"    * 
the  river  a  short  distance  before  reaching  Ask.     The  snow  waa  deep  on  the  A.  face  of  u. 
mountains  on  21st  April. 

15  78         Road  ascends  steeply  for  3  miles,  when  H  tsv>-»* 

village  of  Gaznak  (50  houses).  Thene*  io!.«>v 
windings  of  valley  over  good  road,  bending  p  a- 
dually  N.  and  E.N.E.  At  7 J  mile*  paw 
village  Ghtimdash,  high  above  right  bank  of  stream,  which  is  here  crossed  by  wooi-n 
bridge.  At  9  miles  village  of  Wana.  Road  then  bends  N.E.  About  12  miles  the  r.  »i 
is  unfinished,  being  cut  in  face  of  rocks  overhanging  stream.  Beyond  this  it  enters  the  d<-fTi- 
of  Malik-Band.  At  13  miles  cross  to  left  bank  by  wooden  bridge,  60  or  70  fe<  t  above  strean 
At  13  miles  leave  defile,  and,  continuing  N.,  at  13£  cross  to  right  bank  by  P&l-f-Oilara.  A: 
14  miles  gorge  and  old  bridge  of  Kala-Band.  Thence  N.  in  valley  to  Baijan,  a  village  * 
20  houses.    Supplies  scanty.    No  aarai  or  accommodation. 


4  BaijAjt 


5.  Pajubp 


234 


ion 


At  half  mile  cross  to  the  left  bank  of  Han*  V* 
old  bridge  of  Baijan.  At  2  miles  pa**  cave*  •  f 
Ahyoh,  below  which  new  bridge  is  being  built 
At  l£  miles  pass  caves  of  Kiihnid,  haltm^-j..*-*- 
for  caravans ;  village  of  100  houses,  lying  behind  hill  to  right.  At  7$  miles,  over  had  n*- 
cross  river  by  Panjah  bridge  ;  village  of  that  name  lying  half  a  mile  distant  in  lateral  gl.-n  t«> 
left.  At9|  miles  cross  small  tributary  stream,  the  Annawar,  by  new  bridge,  and  ormtmr* 
along  right  bank  of  Haras.  At  11  miles  reach  Kaluband,  halting-place  for  caravans.  Accidie 
modation  in  caves  ;  no  supplies.  At  12  J  miles  junction  of  Harriarud  stream  from  W. — ttirxu 
one-third  size  of  Haras ;  and  at  16  miles  junction  of  Kumuni  stream  from  same  direct  in©.  A: 
17i  miles  new  road  crosses  to  left  bank  by  bridge  of  Lash,  built  in  old  style,  narrow  and  w'*h 
high  pitch  (new  bridge  under  construction).  Parasp  is  a  roadside  station  with  house  Ul.  x  z- 
ing  to  the  governor  of  district,  and  bath  built  for  his  use.  There  is  public  aoootnm<«Jatw«  :s 
shape  of  dark  caves  cut  in  an  old  gravel  bank  of  river.    No  supplies  procurable,  save  barley. 

Note. — Valley  from  Baijan  narrow ;  slope  precipitous,  rooky,  destitute  of  vegetation  "  ' 
last  2  or  3  miles  ;  summit  almost  inaccessible.  Rocks,  slates,  limestones,  and  black  and  w'..  *• 
marble.  Occasional  indications  of  coal,  with  limestone  strata  below  and  clay  above  ;  trap  nrt 
frequent,  forming  entire  spurs ;  descent  2,700'. 

Holmes  and  Ouseley  make  two  stages  between  Ask  and  Parasp,  *»>.,  care* 
of  Kharu  and  Parasp.    The  following  is  their   account  of  these  two  stages : — 


Khab6 


••• 


••• 


Road  N.E.  for  first  8  miles  panes  thimri 
several  fine  villages  at  the  immediate  S.E.  {••: 
of  Mount  Damavand.  The  Haras  is  crossed  is  •  t 
places  by  wooden  bridges.   Several  consiil 
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DUTAVCl,  UT  KXLI8. 
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diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


valleys  on  right  bank  of  stream.  At  8  miles  pass  village  of  Wanah  in  a  green  cultivated 
valley.  Beyond  the  Haras  runs  in  a  deep  and  narrow  channel  between  wall*  of  perpendicular 
rwk.  This  strong  natural  defile,  about  a  mile  in  length,  is  paid  to  be  the  only  entrance  on  the 
northern  side  into  the  district  of  La*  i Jan.  Perpendicular  precipices,  scaic*dy  20  feet  asunder, 
rise  to  the  height  of  100'  on  each  side  of  the  foaming  Haras.  The  pathway,  in  some  places 
Tint  more  than  3  feet  broad  and  just  high  enough  to  be  practicable  for  a  la  'en  mule,  is  scarped 
c>t:t  of  the  face  of  the  rock  20f?  above  the  torrent ;  the  parapet  is  only  6  inches  high.  At 
lt>  miles  valley  of  stream  begins  to  own  out.  At  20  miles  reach  caves  of  Kharu,  cut  in 
side  of  hill  near  some  green  fields.  These  afford  shelter  to  the  traveller  ;  but  supplies  are 
not  to  be  procured. 

Road  N.  proceeds  by  a  succession  of  steep 
pathways  cut  out  of  or  built  u\  on  the  face  of  a 
perpendicular  rock  overhanging  the  torrent,  and 
paid  to  be  liable  to  interruption  from  landslips. 
Thenoe  N.  E.  through  a  wild  pass  without  a  particle  of  vegetation,  and  with  black  fantas- 
tic crags  on  each  side  of  the  river.  Between  Khani  and  Parasp  the  stream  is  crossed  in  two 
place"  by  wooden  bridges,  near  the  remains  of  atone  ones  swept  away  by  the  torrent.  At  Parasp 
there  is  a  ruined  and  deserted  buildine,  which  may  have  once  been  a  caravansarai.  Supplies  in 
•mall  quantities  are  procurable  here,  but  with  great  difficulty. 


Pabasp 


•»• 


6.  Am6l 


•■* 


19 


120J 


Road  for  first  6  miles  N.  along  bank  ;  60 
to  60  feet  above  stream  slopes  becoming  gradual* 
ly  more  wooded  and  less  precipitous  as  valley 
descends.  Thence,  still  following  left  bank  of 
Haras,  road  passes  over  firm  grand  turf.  Valley  open  with  fine  parklike  rcenery  to  12  miles. 
Thenoe  to  1-1  or  15  miles  road  is  deep  ar.d  heavy  in  forest  of  alder,  oak,  elm,  which  fills 
valley  of  Haras,  and  rises  to  4,CKX/r  or  5,<H»0'  up  mountain  slopes.  At  14  miles  cross  canal 
by  stone  bridge,  and  pass  village  of  Alam-Sur,  8  houses.  The  new  road  from  Tihran  and 
J)amavand,  followed  so  far,  here  fall*  into  the  old  track.  Thence  to  Amul  the  track  runs 
N.  beside  the  Haras,  over  undulating  country,  well  cultivated  with  rice.  Canals  numerous 
but  shallow,  and  fields  slightly  fenced.  The  Haras  or  Haras-chai  has  a  good  sound  gravelly 
bed,  and  is  fordable  everywhere,  except  after  spring  floods.  Country  descends  to  within  5 
or  6  miles  of  Amul.  Canals  make  it  difficult  to  cross.  The  banks  of  river  are  high  and  well 
wooded. 

Oueeley  says  of  that  stage  : 

For  the  first  3  miles  the  road  runs  in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  or  over  short  pieces 
of  causeway,  in  places  not  more  than  3  or  4  feet  broad,  cut  in  steps  on  the  side  of 
the  hill,  and  firrmed  of  layers  of  wood  and  stone  placed  on  deep  clay,  the  natural 
soil  of  the  hill.  This  causeway  is  almost  impassable  to  horsemen  and  laden  mules,  and  is 
fast  falling  into  utter  decay.  Commencing  at  the  third  mile,  there  is  a  stretch  of  this  kind 
for  2  miles  on  the  left  bank.  The  hills  commence  to  be  wooded  2  miles  after  leaving  Parasp. 
The  remains  of  an  ancient  and  more  substantial  road,  built  up  against  the  solid  rock  on  the 
other  side  of  the  stream,  are  visible,  and  are  probably  the  work  of  Shah  Abbas  ;  but  earth- 
quakes and  torrents  have  nearly  destroyed  it,  and  travellers  prefer  the  modern  causeway, 
although  the  distanoe  by  it  is  greater.  At  5  miles  the  valley  through  which  the  stream 
flows  to  the  nlain  expands  to  400  yards,  and  the  road  proceeds  down  the  bed  of  the  stream 
in  a  northerly  direction.  At  11  miles  the  stream  emerges  from  the  valley,  and  5  miles  beyouJ 
Amul  is  reached. 


7.  BXsrABtisH 


«•• 


20 


140J 


On  leaving  Amul  cross  Haras  river  by  fine 
bridge  of  two  arches.  At  3  miles  cross  stream  in 
deep  bed  by  stone  bridge.  Country  much  cut  up 
by  canals   usually  cut  deep  in  clay  soil  and  fenced 
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with  masses  of  bramble  and  thorn.  At  5}  miles  pass  canal  Hani  Kala  by  stone  bncV. 
deep  and  wide,  and  continue  E.  for  1  mile.  Thence  to  18  miles,  in  a  direction  general) 
N.E.  by  E.,  over  good  dry  track ;  country  open  and  cultivated,  strongly  fenced ;  v»  w 
lands  covered  with  thorny  scrub,  impassable  for  man  or  horse ;  villages  small,  hidden  by  t<  •*• 
and  high  scrub.  At  18  miles  cross  the  Babil  river  by  fine  wide  stone  bridge  known  a*  K  t- 
Muhamad  Ha^an  Khan.  Stream  deep,  muddy,  with  quicksands.  Fords  every  2  or  3  pair- . 
after  heavy  rain  unfordable;  bank  steep  and  wooded*  Beyond  this  pass  the  bigb-i^k- 
on  an  island  in  the  Babil  river,  and  enter  Barfardsh, 


6,  Saip  JilBALU 


••* 


penetrable  thorny  scrub. 


147i  First  7  miles  across  marsh?  pasture  land.  BraJ 
for  most  part  narrow ;  track  muddy  and  diffiVt.'t 
after  rain ;  good  guide  necessary.  Cultivated  .**i 
str-ngly  fenced,  and  waste  land  covered  with  fe* 
Little  forest.  At  7  miles  pe>s  lmamzada  Sultan  Muhamad  Nxr, 
and  hamlet  with' ruins  of  brick  fort  off  left.  Then  open  forest  to  71  miles.  At  8  miles  r»- 
village  Kabir  Choi.  Thence  E.  to  8J  miles,  when  bend  N.,  passing  at  9  mile*  vtlW 
Mart.  Thence  J1|E.  to  the  Tilar  river,  a  stream  of  50  yards  width;  girth  deep;  £•«•' 
gravelly  bottom  I  unfordable  only  after  heavy  floods  ;  no  bridge  except  Pul-i-Sufid.  on  Firiu 
Kuh  road,  35  to  40  miles  up.  Thence  11  miles  N.  to  Said  Muhalla  village.  Supplies  jro- 
curabla, 

N.B. — Captain  Napier  gives  the  total  distance  as  7  miles  j  but  11  is  probably  correct 


9,  Sab;  ...  13        J60t      Road  for  first  mile  bears  E„  over  deep  rnnAr? 

track,  crossing  two  small  streams  by  »onJ«- 
bridges;  it  then  bears  E.S.E.  to  It  mil* 
through  open  forest  and  clearings.  At  1  j  tuikt 
village  of  Potam.  Beyond  this  road  bears  E.  again  to  2  miles,  when  it  reaches  an  extent* 
marsh  in  dense  forest  crossed  by  raised  causeway  of  sods  in  bad  order.  At  3J  muV«  ckar 
marsh,  forest  continuing.  General  direction  EN.E.  At  41  miles  pan  village  «f 
Fallah.  At  5  miles  cross  Siah  Rud,  deep  stnam,  muddy  bed,  and  high  banks;  bridgv  «'- 
and  rickety.  Beyond  this  is  the  cultivated  clearing  of  village  Tir  KuHah  and  hamVt  Ax 
Thence  through  rarest  to  9i  miles,  crossing  three  small  streams,  with  deep  muddy  bed*  and  h  ^ 
banks,  by  rickety  wooden  bridges.  At  94  miles  village  and  lmamzada  of  Asinda*  Th-r" 
on  a  bearing  of  E»N.]&.V  winding  through  fields  and  lanes  to  Sari,  which  is  entered  *) 
Barfardsh  Gate. 

Note. — Road  throughout  mere  village  track,  always  liable  to  be  out  of  repairs,  and  rrr- 
tainly  impassable  after  neavy  rain.  Good  guide  in  any  case  necessary.  Alternative  rn&d  t>« 
Alia&4d  said  to  be  longer  and  worse,  except  in  summer,  Shah  Abbas'*  causeway  being  atmlt 
destroyed.  Road  by  Farah&hdd  and  Mashhad-i-Far  not  passable  in  winter  after  rain  withuri 
previous  arrangement  for  boats  to  cross  the  several  estuaries  on  the  route. 


10,  Fftt-i-NiKA       ,..  18  [      1781       Leave  Sari  by  paved  causeway,  leading  bet*** 

hedgerows  and  fields.  At  H  miles  cross  Tsxi 
by  a  fine  wide  stone  hridre  of  17  arrhe*.  Stn^v 
wide,  shallow,  gravelly  ;  bed  fordableeTvryvt'r- 
exeept  in  flood  ;  bank*  low  and  steep,  with  open  cultivated  ground ;  hedgerows  and  cvrw*  fif 
some  miles  on  either  &ide.  Beyond  this  continue  along  high  road  to  51  miles  ;  then  \t+\r  r. 
and  pass  across  wide  fields  and  pastures  for  24  mile*  in  an  E.N.E.  direction,  and  fur  J 
more  in  a  northerly  one.  At  11  miles  regain  high  road  at  large  village  of  Surmt,  At  111 
miles  cross  bed  by  wooden  bridge  ;  small  strewn  of  I)ar  Rud,  with  perpendicular  banks.  flo«ia{ 
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in  deep  beds.  Thence  E.N.E.  along  high  road  in  good  order,  country  without  forest, 
but  fields  small  and  strongly  fenced.  At  151  miles  mound  with  large  flat  rook  to  right, 
known  as  Takht-i  Kustain,  and  village  Nau  Ueh,  30  houses.  Thence  N.E.  through 
cultivated  plain,  broken  by  a  few  low,  wooded  spurs  from  mountains  to  S.  Road  strikes 
off  right  up  valiey,  through  Hazar  Jarfb  to  Kudkan,  Shah-Kuh,  Chashma-i-Ali,  and  Dam- 
fchan.  Cross  Nikah  or  ShamsUirbur  stream  by  new  bridge  of  two  arches,  each  18'  to  20'  wide, 
stream  flowing  in  deep  bed,  steep  banks,  gravelly  bottoms,  fordable  at  all  seasons,  save  for  a 
few  days  after  floods.  Nikah  is  a  village  of  200  houses  scattered  among  woods  and  gardens, 
on  both  sides  of  the  Btreain,  which  has  its  source  in  Shah-Kuh,  within  20  miles  of  Shahtud. 


11.  AflBJtU 


••• 


16 


194* 


High  road  passes  at  2  miles  through  village 
Chala-pur,  and  then,  bearing  E.,  skirts  foot  of 
bluff,  on  which  stands  castle  of  Safiabad,  passing 
at  J  mile  left  village  of  Zeriwan,  hidden  by 


Note.—  Road  throughout  in  excellent  order  for  bridle  road  and  passable  for  guns  ;  7  or  8 
small  rivulets  with  deep  beds  cross  road,  and  are  either  bridged  or  ramped.  Country  to  right 
open  and  cultivated  ;  fields  with  wide  straggling  hedgerows  left.  Low  rocky  spurs  cultivated 
to  some  extent,  but  generally  covered  with  forest  or  dense  undergrowth.  At  11  miles  there  is 
small  clear  spring  of  brackish  water.    Good  water  abundant. 


12.  GulugXh 


••• 
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For  first  2\  miles  skirt  causeway ;  then  con- 
tinue along  it.  At  3 J  miles  pass  circular  tower, 
anil  Imamzada  Abdul  la  on  bank  of  small  brook. 
Villages  Saxv  and  Pai-Sang  off  right.  Cross  brook 
(low  banks).  Thence  on  E.  along  causeway,  which  at  tU  miles  touches  hill  skirts.  Thence 
on  E.,  skirting  causeway,  ]«ss  at  12  miles  Imamzada  Mulla  Ahmad.  Pass  through  village 
of  Gulugah,  dot*  houses.  Supplies  ample.  Country  from  Ashraf  is  comparatively  open  and 
well  cultivated ;  the  mountains  covered  with  forest ;  the  plain  to  a  great  extent  cleared,  and 
the  sea-shore  to  a  breadth  inland  of  several  miles  .entirely  free  of  forest.  Wheat  to  some 
extent  takes  the  place  of  rice  cultivation. 


13.  K^bd-Mahalla 
(by  Ohz). 


13 


222 


Cross  Gulugah  stream  dividing  Mazandarin 
and  Astrabad,  and  pass  through  village  of  Hasht 
Tikkah,  containing  200  houses.  At  5 J  miles 
reach  Kinara,  a  colic,  tion  of  100  wooden  huts  on 
shore  of  bay.  Cross  small  stream  flowing  in  wide  gravelly  bed,  anJ  at  6  miles  pass  Gez,  a 
village  of  300  houses.  Thence  turn  S.,  following  deep  muddy  road  along  narrow  cleared 
line  in  forest  to  causeway,  which  strike  at  8}  miles.  Follow  it  to  10£  miles;  then  bear  away 
K.N.K.,  and  bend  E.  to  Kurd  Muhalla.    Supplies  of  all  kinds  procurable. 

Note. — Road  to  Kinara  is  a  meie  track  through  forest  and  marshy  rice  lands.    The  road, 
following  causeway,  and  passing?  from  Ha* lit  Tikkah  vid  Naukhanda,  is  a  little  shorter,  but  it 
iid  to  be  even  worse.     Kurd  Muli  ail  a  contains  350  to  400  houses,  and  is  situated  half 


it  sai 


a  mile  off  left  of  high  road  in  dense  forest,  which  extends  to  the  shore  4  or  5  miles  distant. 
Its  port,  Mulla  Kala,  the  nearest  to  Astrabad,  is  much  frequented  by  native  boats. 


14.  AbtiIbId  ...  16  238  Continuing  along  Shah  Abbas'  causeway,  at  6 

miles  pass  Imamzada  of  Koshanabad.  At  6  J  miles 
cross  bhahst  Kullah  stream  from  Miandara  and 
Kafshgari.     Continue    along  causeway    to   12J 

miles ;  then  bear  E.N.E.  to  14  miles,  whence  bear  E.  and  make  for  Astrabad  across  plain 
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Route  No.  38&— concld. 
Tihrdn  to  A  sir  a  bad,  vid  A  mil  and  Sari— concld. 


Stage*  or  halting  place. 


Distavoi,  XV  MILIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  fte. 


covered  with  dense  thorn  brakes  and  scattered  forest,  road  being  wet  and  heavy.    Enter  to*: 
by  Mazanderan  gate. 

Note. — From  Kurd  Mahalla  to  the  Shahst  Kullah  stream,  the  path  lying  alongside  rf  ?  - 
high  road  is  exceedingly  bad,  winding  through  dense  thorns  and  knee-deep  in  mod.  T 
causeway  is  almost  entirely  abandoned,  the  pavement  being  for  the  moot  part  broken  ok  i 
more  difficult  than  the  muddy  tracks  through  the  forest.  In  dry  weather  a  good  t«*mi«<-i* 
road  might  be  made  with  little  labour,  the  line  of  the  causeway  being  still  clear  of  *  r  * 
This  line  opposes  fewer  obstacles  than  any  other  to  the  construction  of  a  road  for  wtr*.  . 
conveyances  between  Shahrud  and  Mazandaran. 


Route  No*  383. 

Tihbax  to  AstrIbId/*  via  Fir<;zk<;h. 
Authority. — Mother. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTJJTCK,  IJT  MIX.K8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Morier's  account   of  this  route  is   only  reliable  from    Firuzkuh   onwj 
and  only   that   portion    is   therefore   hero   given.     Firuzkuh   is   prolyl  h 
stages  from    Tihran,    viz. — (1)     Kamr,    (2)    Gilard,    (tf)     Bagh    Shah, 
Firuzkuh.     For  an  account  of  the  first  stage,  vide  Route  No.  3b2,  "T^r. 
to  Astra  bad  vid  Amul." 


2.  AnasibXn 


40 


40 


I       W.N.W.,  7   hours.      At    6  mile*     tfer    r 
!  to  Mazandaran  turns  off,  and  another  to  K 
I  rasan  cilled  Tang  Sarvnza,  and  a  littl-  n.. 
!  on    there   is    another   road    to    Saroryiu 
country  now  loses  much  of  its  rocky  appearance,  and  is   broken   op  into  a  variety  of   r  m 
hills  of  various  colours  and  strata.     It  is  partia.ly  cultivated,   but  there  are   few  inhab  :• 
This  village  is  in  a  rich  district.     Before  reaching  Anascran,  a  road  got*  to  Samnan. 


3.  FulXd  Mjlhalla 


40 


80 


Eight  and  half  hours.    The  mad  fir»t  *" 
deep    into    the    mountains,    in    the    b«U.* 
which     are     small    patrhes   of  cultnat:  • 
then     ascends   a   steep   hill  of  a   d<vp   . : » 
soil  to  a  pasturage,  which,  having  crossed,  it  enters   on  a  very  remarkable   tract   »«f  • 
mountains  of   a    soft   crumbling    soil  composed    of  chalk    and   limestone.     Lrariti£  * 
heights,  it  comes  to  a  fine  pine    forest.     Irom   Anasiran  a   road   goet    back    to  fc*3-- 
and  another  goes  off  to  Tubervar,  and  thence  to  Damghan. 


4.  CHABHMA-I-ALf 


32 


112 


Seven  and   half  hours.    The  road  U  at  *- 
good,  leading  through    mountains  wbrev    *- 
are   not  more   than  a   mile  apart.     Fnct  "— 
a  road  goes  to  Damghan. 


•or*'4staribad. 


•• 
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Route  No.  383 — eontd. 
Tihrdn  to  AstrdlM,  via  Firuz&uA—oontA. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distavcb,  nr  mzlis. 


Description,  6e. 


6.  SawAb 


••• 


•  •• 


20 


138 


Six  and  a  half  hours.  At  5  miles  pass  village 
of  Kalata  on  the  left,  and  then  going  N. 
enter  on  a  plain  partially  cultivated.  On  the 
river  is  the  village  of  Chahardih ;  then  Tawah 
(there  i«  another  road  between  Chashmah  AH  and  Tawah  over  the  mountains  near  Chashmah 
Kul)  From  Tawah  th»*  road  Ira  is  over  mountains  of  easy  access  to  a  remarkable  and 
ditticult  pass,  Tang-Shamshir-liur.  It  is  principally  formal  by  an  interval  of  about  8  to 
10  feet  between  two  Rtrata  of  perpendicular  roi-k,  an  interm»diate  layer  which  appears  to 
have  l>een  earned  out  to  a  distance  of  about  120  paces  as  if  expressly  to  form  the  road. 
I n  some  parts  the  sides  a«e  so  even  that  it  would  appear  the  hand  of  man  had  been 
employed  in  the  formation  of  the  pass.  At  its  termination  to  the  N.  the  opening  is 
turough  a  sort  of  natural  irat» way,  about  4  or  5  feet  in  width.  The  descent  into  it  from 
Ui**  south  is  extreme]}' difficult  for  cattle  particula  \y  camels,  and  horsemen  even  have  to 
dtMiiount.  At  2  miles  fuither  is  a  still  more  difficult  pass  composed  of  a  slippery  rock 
over  which  the  water  consta  itly  flows.  It  is  however,  only  20  pac*s.  There  is  a  path  over 
the  hill,  the  descent  of  which  is  extremely  steep,  but  which  turns  this  bit. 

6.  AbtbabId  •••         •..  •••  Nine  hours.     The  road  ascends  to  the  Jahan 

Numa  pass  through  a  beautiful  wooden  country, 
and  in  3  hours  roaches  a  narrow  rocky  pass  called 
Darw&zah,  where  there  is  usually  a  guard  of 
Mazandaran  is  stationed.  Thence  the  road  descends  to  the  plain  of  Astrab&d  in  4  hours 
through  a  magnificent  forest.  The  road  is,  says  Mo:ier,  the  most  difficult  he  ever  traversed, 
being  composed  of  a  soil  constantly  moist,  and  in  some  places  deep  in  mud,  and  in  others 
broken  with  slippery  rocks  and  loose  stones.  Not  very  far  from  I  >arwazah  is  a  second  pass 
called  Sanduk.  which  gives  its  name  to  the  whole  mountains,  and  i«  indeed  the  very  worst  of 
roads.  It  consists  of  a  succession  of  slippery  and  shagged  rocks,  over  which  there  is  a 
path  so  narrow  that  a  loaded  beast  can  scarcely  pass  it,  and  none  but  tho  horses  of  the  country 
tnaJ  it  with  safety.  Similar  passes,  but  wither  so  long-  nor  so  dang.  tow.  intervene  on  the 
ceccent,  at  each  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  dismount.  The  road  then  goes  along  a  plain  for  2 
hours,  the  path  being  sometimes  not  more  than  2  feet  wide  through  jungle,  which  continues 
unbroken  up  to  the  very  wails  of  Astrabod,  about  1  mile  from  which  the  high  road  from 
M&iandarun  is  reached.  Alorier  says  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  a  country  that  could  be  more 
easily  defended  against  an  invading  enemy. 


Route  No.  384. 
TihrXn  to  Baghdad,  via  Hahidan  and  Karm£n9h£h. 
Authority. — Taylor. 


DlSTAHCK, 

UH  MlLtS. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description.  ftc 

1.    KuLHIH 

• 

38 

18 

Road  overrun  by  watercourses  and  extremely 
muddy,  through  alluvial  plain,  with  numerous 
villages    surrounded    by    gardens    and    poplar 
trees,   but    scanty.    General    direction    W.S.W. 

6ftS 


Rotjtb  No.  384— cwA/. 
Tihrdn  to  Bdghddd,  vid  Ramadan  and  Karmdnthdh — contxL 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTXJTCB,  XV  MILB8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Leaving  Tihran  by  the  S.W.  gate,  the  road  emerges  into  a  va«t  plain,  suitable  Item  tj 
space,  foi-age,  and  situation,  for  the  camping  ground  of  an  army,  and  superior  in  this  re*><- 
to  the   N.  side  of  the  capital.    For  the  first  4$  miles  the  road   passes  between  nuiLf  .. 
gardens  with  poplar  trees,  crossing  many  watercourses.    At  4£   pass  a  caravansarai  m :  j» 
right,  and  village  of  Khaniab&d,  about  i  mile  off  left,  amongst  gardens.     Beyond,  off  ri*K  i 
village ;  and  at  5  miles  an  imamzada  among  fine  trees  on  the  right.    At  5 \ "miles  cro*«  hn  *.' 
watercourse  by  bridge,  and  pass  wailed  garden  on  the  left.    At  6  mile*  crow  dry   bed  «•'  » 
stream,  and  pass  village  off  right  of  road.  After  this  cross  another  small  stream,  and  at  *  l:   • 
pass  ruins  of  a  mud  fort  and  other  buildings.    After  this  parsed  walled  garden  on  left  of  r.V 
Cross  watercourse,  and  at  9  miles  pa*s  a  ruined  imamzada  and  gardens  on  the  right     At  • 
miles  a  line  of  kandt   and  watercourse    cross  the  road.    A  little  further  on   pa**  vi ' 
garden  on  the  left ;  and  at  10  miles  pass  email  stream  rising  at  side  of  road.  andrrv»<*  .  • 
nala.     At  1H  miles  pass  extensive  walled  garden  on  the  left,  and  another  onthrr. 
At  13$  miles  cross  deep  nullah,  at  bottom  of  which  there  is  a  small  stream  ;  and  at  14  v.   • 
pass  through  mud  ruins.    At  15  miles  ford  a  stream  with  village  on  the  left ;  and  at  1- 
miles  ford  another  stream.    Shortly  after  this  cross  a  watercourse,  and  pa«s  a  village  on  \ 
of  road.    A  little  further  on  come  to  large  brick-kiln  on  left,  and  a  caravansarai  oa  right    '' 
17£  miles  cross  the  river  Kerrij*  by  a  brick  bridge  in  good  repair.   Kiver  about  30  yards  bn** 
deep,  and  rapid.    Cross  a  watercourse,  and  soon  after  reach  camping  ground. 


2.  RuBiTKAsfaC 


8 


26 


Road  generally  level  with  a  few  andfllsi:  ?• 
over  alluvial  plain  much  intersected  bv  «ii*- 
courses,  which  overflow  their  banks,  tnunds:'  : 
the  road,  and  creating  a  series  of  deep  nt'  . 
swamps.    General  direction  W.S.W.      After  \  mile  the  road  passes  a  high  mns  of  o: 
ruins  on  the  left.     Descends  the  steep  N.  bank  of  a  small  stream  ;  crosses  it,  and  em*- *- 
into  a  gra«sy  bottom  on  its  S.  bank.    Here  there  is  beautiful  pasturage  for  cattW.  ttf  * 
locality  is  marshy  and  unhealthy.     Water  from  numerous  streams.    Asonding  out  of  h»  •• 
pass  village  of  Kulmeh  on  right  of  road,  situated  in  the  midst  of  orchards  and  rich  cultira* 
and  at  about  1  mile  cross  a  watercourse.     At  2£  miles  pass  village  surrounded  by  tr*. . : 
right,  and  some  mud  ruins  on  same  side.    A  little  further  on  pass  village  off  left,  ami  -r  - 
dry  bed  of  stream.    At  4  miles  pass  village  of  Sadrabad  on  right  of  road ;  and  at  4}  n   - 
cross  watercourse.     At  5  miles  pa*s  ruined  village,  surrounded  by  trees  and  gardens  co  Wfi 
road.    Ford  a  stream  at  6  J  miles,  and  at  7  miles  two  watercourses.     At  7i  males  «m»-  * 
watercourse  by  trunk  bridge.    Thence  }  mile  to  plain  S.  W.  of  Kubatkartro,  a  foarw   - 
village  with  a  caravansarai,  Kurrounded  by  trees  and  gardens.    Water  at  drnpin*  c~.  * 
plentiful  and  good    Supplies  procurable  of  every  kind.   Beilew  makes  it  37  mile*  mm  Tj-n 
but  he  must  be  wrong. 


3.  Pik 


••• 


22 


48 


Road  level  and  gjood.  o?er  gravelly  aotl  &*  r* 
6  miles.    Thence  it  descends  to  bed  of  a   » * 
over  broken  ground  and  rocky  ridjpe.  ah****.  - 
passable  for  wheeled  carriage*.    Thence  WS'« 
along  undulating  elevated  plateau  to  foot   of   last  range  of   low  hills,  when*  tb»  *  - 
becomes  level  and  good,  over  alluvial  soil,  a*  far  as  the  camp,  which  is  situated  near  m  hnt*  <* 
watercourse  N.W.  of  the  ruined  viU  ige  of  Pik.    Passing  throngh  the  village  of  Kr.- 
and  along  a  lane  between  high  garden  walls,  cross  a  freshwater  stream  at  1  mile.     H.t.- 
6  mi.es  traverse  level  gravel  plain  (with  no  particular  landmarks)  to  a  large  ruined  can-*- 
sarai  of  stone  on  right  of  road,  situated  on  edge  of  declivity  overlooking  a  river,  and  nvt.c   * 
as  a  rendezvous  for  plunderers.    Quitting  the  plateau,  descent  undulate*  for  a  mile,  vfe***  * 
miles  total  distance  cross  a  very  steep  rugged  ridge,  after  which  lnng  winding  d***ent  to  i« 
with  river,  whieh  is  forded  at  8J  miles.    The  water  is  brackish,  and  the  am  of  this  -r- 
when  crossed,  was  30  yards  broad  and  2  fe3t  deep.    From  this  point  ascend  for  f  uu>  fr  i 


•  or  "  K*4. 


tt 


569 


Route  No.  384 — ccntd. 
Tihrdn  to  Baghdad,  via  llamadan  and  Karmdnthah—Qonti. 


Sit  age  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTABfCB,    IJT     Mil.**. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ae. 


v i» I  lev  to  confused  range  of  hillocks,  whence  undulating  descent  into  a  ravine,  thence 
g ra.li ml  ascent  as  f ar  as  9.J  miles.  At  13  miles  pats  ruins  of  ancient  brick  fort  on  right 
of  road.  At  is  miles  a  broad  high  road  join*  in  from  right  front  a  caravan  route  referred  to» 
in  tr arching  from  Shainiran  to  Wardi.  Thence  proceed  obliquely  over  top  of  range  along 
gently  undulating  plateau.  Reach  submit  of  a  ridge  (pass)  at  head  of  a  defile  at  18}  miles. 
l>««Mf'nd  gradually  through  defile  to  foot  of  hills,  which  reach  at  19J  miles;  thence  proceed 
stems*  barren  pluin,  cut  up  by  watercourses,  to  camping  ground.  No  cultivation  or  villages 
until  Pik. 


4.  Amicadad 


15 


G3 


Rond  level  and  good  through  desert  plain  of 
sand  and  alluvium  crusted  with  saline  parti- 
,  eles.  General  direction  S.W.  Water  brackish 
!  throughout.  Must  be  obtained  from  Rubat- 
kaiiin  or  Wardi.  Supplies  scanty.  At  1J-  miles  pass  through  small  ruined  village  of  Pik, 
ui-d  nt  1J  iniles  cross  dry  bed*  of  a  stream.  Pass  village  off  left  of  road,  and  at 
:','  mil's  through  village  of  Siilimanabiid.  At  3\  miles  pass  through  mud  ruins, 
m»ivm  ling  some  wav  off  right  of  road.  At  3}  miles  cross  a  line  of  ruined  kandts,  and 
.it  1  mile*  a  wat-rei.urs*.  At  6  miles  crn^s  two  deep  dry  torrent  beds,  about  36  fcit  broad, 
\s\th  pi eeipitous  banks  of  alluvial  soil.  These  are  bridged  oyer  about  100  yards  higher  up 
on  the  left,  but  the  midge  is  now  ruined  and  impassable.  When  full,  these  torrents  would 
foiin  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  march  of  an  army.  At  5fr  mile-*  some  low  hills  approach  from 
t:i»»  K.  At  t>i  miles  pass  short  defile  (<f  aforementioned  hills.  Right  off  road  are  two  low 
«K  1 1 r heil  bills.  At  7  iniles  pass  under  the  range  of  low  hills  an  isolated  conical  mound  (a 
•^...•d  landmark)  in  J  lain  off  right.  At  7i  miles  crexs  two  watercourses;  thence  through 
>4M!»tv  cultivation  ;  and  at  8  miles  pass  under  fuitified  village  of  Faizabad  on  left  of  road. 
Soon  "after  pan  a  ruined  mud  foit  off  loft.  At  84  miles  pass  under  isolated  mound  left 
«»•"  n.ad.  At  l>4  mile**  rnuge  of  hills  approach  from  the  E.  Immediately  after  pass  walled 
v  1!  g«  under  the-e  h.lK  and  cross  a  watercourse.  At  10|  miles  pass  end  of  the  hills,  and  an 
i»nl  i  d  one  on  th-»  riuht.  At  IS  miles  pa<*  village  of  Khurshidhbad,  and  at  14  miles  that  of 
Malimudabad.  A  kaintl  connects  these  villages  parsing  along  right  side  of  road.  Thence, 
I  ;k*"ing  smuc  gardens  on  left,  to  camping  ground  in  plain  E.  of  Amfrabad.  This  town 
i*  Mn.tll.  but  strongly  fortified,  with  its  walls  and  gates  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  Water 
j.L'iituu],  but  brackish.     Supplies  of  every  kind  prtcurable. 


Wabdi 


11 


77 


Ro?d  for  first  13  miles  level  and  good,  over 
alluvial  sandy  plam,  in  a  direction  W.  by  8. 
IV t  ween  Zarand  and  Panijird  road  is  broken 
and  cut  up  by  wateic  >ui>es.  The  14th  mile 
r^ad  is  broken  and  difficult  in  a  N.W.  direction.  Water  procurable  from  kanat* 
'  ,\  stream  on  th*  march.  lVs  round  left  of  town  of  Anrirabad,  and  over  ravine  foyond  ; 
.  ;:u  at  J  mile  pass  through  large  ruined  village  of  Garand.  Then  for  }  mile  along  lane  be- 
f#lfn  high  warden  walls  intersected  by  numerous  atnanis  and  watercourses.  At  2  miles  pass 
ijm  1f-r  some  high  rocks  on  left  and  garden  on  right,  beyond  which  pass  village  of  Panijird 
t  :»  left  <f  road.  At  24  miles  pass  ruins  of  small  fort  on  mound  left  of  road,  and  U»yond 
9,,.,,,..  ^aniens  and  trees  off  left.  Pass  remains  of  obsolete  kanati  along  right  of  road  at  this 
iM»i::t.°  At  3  miles  pass  mud  ruins  on  right,  and  fine  walled  garden  about  1  mile  off  left,  water- 
o«l  bv  a  l-anat,  which  heie  crosses  under  the  road.  At  4  miles  a  line  of  kanats  crosses  road 
fmiii  X.W.  to  S.  E.  Hence  there  are  no  landmarks  until  12  miles,  where  a  nvid  crosses 
fr.-ni  N.W.  to  S.E..  probably  from  Kasvin  to  SSaveh,  and  hill  approach  on  left  iVmi  S. 
'J  !»-nre  gentle  asctnt  to  13th  niile,  where  pass  some  mud  ruins  on  left  of  road  ;  theneo  gradual 
•*.«M*-«nt.  Cross  deep  ravine  with  torrents  flowing  down  from  hills  off  left,  and  rcech  camping 
•vi  u nd  on  high  ground  above  Wardi.  Here  there  are  gardens  nnd  orchards  watered  by 
stream  from  hills  left  of  road.     Camping  ground  ample,  but  rather  stony.     Alouut  Damavand 


73 


570 


Route  No.  384 — contd. 
Tihrdn  to  Baghdad,  vid  Ramaidn  and  Karmdnthdk — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DisTiirci,  ijt  miles. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  £e. 


plainly  visible  bearing  about  EN.E.  Wardi  is  a  flourishing  yiillage,  surrounded  by  p»:  -r 
trees  and  richly  cultivated  gardens.  Its  site  is  very  lofty,  but  it  is  enclosed  by  hills  ca  a. 
sides,  except  the  N.,  and  is  consequently  rather  confined  in  its  atmosphere. 


€.  ShaMIbXn 


mile  to  16th  mile  tolera 


20 


97 


Road    passes     first  through  some   stvttf»i 
tracts  of  cultivation  ;  then  to  13th  mile  <**?  » 
series  of  steep  undulations,  intersected  by  im- 
beds of  torrents    and  by  streams.    From  U- 
ibly  level  and  good    over  gravelly  soil ;  thence  for  last  4  miles  n^r* 
ble,  passing  over  a  succession  of  deep  rocky  ravines  and  alluvial  soil,  cut  up  by   OTerflrw?; 
watercourses,  rendering  it  in  many  places  almost  impassable.    Pass  through  village  of  *  t 
and  walls  of  its  suburban   gardens  for  1  mile.    Koad  crossed  by  several  streams ;  tV-t~ 
over  two  low  rocky  ridges,  and  up  a  gradual  ascent  to  a  small  village  among  gardens  and  »r— 
At  2  miles  pass  through  rich  cultivation.    At  21  miles  pass  fine  grove  of  walnut  tre~    - 
left.    Cross  several  small  tributary  streams,  and  shortly  after,  at  4  miles,  some  garden*  ar 
the  main  stream  on  left  of  road.     After  short  descent  at  5  miles  pass  imamz&da,   and   *•'.'  -% 
on  left  of  road  called  Ismail  Paighambar.     At  7£  miles  cross  dry  broad  bed  of  a  torrent,  > 
ning  down  from  hills  on  left,  and  ascending  out  of  valley.    At  8  mils  cross   high  r  . 
Descending  pass  large  village  called  Isfahanak  in   valley  oil  right ;  then  some  gardens  ic 
Descending  cross  deep  ravine  ;  thence  ascend  and  cross  ridge  at  9  miles  ;  thence  descrr.%  i* 
passing  some  gardens  on  right  watered  by  a  stream  flowing  from  a  pool.    At  10  mile*  thr    *. 
joins  the  ordinary  caravan  route  from  Tih ran  (vid  Khanmbad).    This  route   is  more  <!ir  ' 
but  the  stages  are  very  long,  and  there  is  a  deficiency  of  water  and  supplies.    These*-  .   . 
gradual  ascent  up  side  of  the  high  hills  on  right  to  111  miles,  when  top  of  ridge  is  rtac 
afterwards  steep  descent.     Cross  stream  running  down  ravine  from  left  to  rucht,   and  a  !': 
further,  at  12  miles,  the  dry  bed  of  a  torrent.    Then  long  steep  ascent  to   13   miles ;  ti    • 
gentle  descent ;  cross   a    stream,  and    shortly    after,  at   16  miles,  some  garden*  re 
watered  by    it.    Traversing  a  high  and  slightly    undulating  plateau,  pass  some  r>^  i 
of  gardens  and  a  mud  fort  off  left  of  road  at  16k  mile.    Cross  steep  and  difficult  gr*ii< :  • 
three  steep  ravines  watered  by  torrents ;  hence  pass  between  ranees  of  hill*  close  <m  r ;  * 
and  J  mile  distant  on  left,  the  intermediate  distance  being  overrun  by  a' succession  rf  »  *:  * 
courses,  deep  and  rapid.    Cross  deep  ravine,  and,  ascending  out  of  it,  pass  along  slope*  of  .    * 
on  ri<ht  to  camping  ground  on  alluvial  slopes  N.  of  Shamiriin.  Direction  of  read   S  > 
by  W.  for  first  2  miles  ;  thence  W.  to  10  miles  ;  thence  about  S.W.  to  Shamirao*     Soar.  -n 
is  situated  on  high  ground  surrounded  by  rocky  hills.     On  left  of  camping  ground  t»  a  «-  • 
torrent,  above  which  are  lofty  and  precipitous  rocks.    This  encamping  ground  is  irregular  «.  i 
confined.    Better  ground  is  obtainable  on  slopes  S.W.  of  village. 


7.  NGvabaH  %..  14    [      111  Road  indifferent  and  broken  the  whole  aa-\ 

with  some  steep  and  difficult  ascents  and  d<**rr'.. 
chiefly  the  latter.    General  direction    S.W.   * 
5th   mile ;    thence  about    W.      Water  r-'  - 
ful    from    streams    on  march  and  at   encamping    ground.     Supplies  scarce.      Nutr- 
ia a  flourishing  little  town  with  some  fine  gardens.     Population  about  2,000.    Panning ;-,  *r . 
zAda  on  left,  pass  through  village  and  cross  a  stream ;  and,  descending  from  high  rocky  j  V  ;■ 
on  which  village  of  Shamiran  is  built,  cross  dry  bed  of  torrent  at  |  mile.     Beyond  l<  t 
cross  three  successive  low  ridges  from  hills  on  right.    Pass  large  village  of  Burarar  be...   - 
sides  and  top  of  a  gravelly  hill.     Here  a  road  turns  off  to  right  towards  hills  on  that  **1-  a.- 
a  little  further  on,  at  2  miles,  pass  close  to  hills  on  left,  alongside  of  which  road  descends.    £»    • 
in  valley  on  right  are  fine  gardens  watered  by  a  torrent ;   thence  road  crntinuaHy  dn*  ■ 
following  course  of  a  torrent,  with  neks  on  left,  and  precipitous.     At  7J   tuilcs  crw  a  «• 
ravine,  down  which  runs  torrent,  thence  descend  steeply,  and  at  3  miles  cross  atrraau    A*. . 
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mil^s  pass  some  gardens  and  fine  walnut  trees  on  left.  Pass  under  lofty  tran  rocks  on  left,  with 
aforementiond  torrent  winding  at  their  base ;  slooping  glassv  hills  on  right.  At  4  miles  cross 
i\oc\t  ravine  with  stream  at  bottom.  At  G  miles  j;ass  close  under  low  hills  on  right,  and  cross 
dry  bed  of  stream  running  down  from  ravine  in  hills.  Next,  crossing  a  succession  of  dry  beds 
nf  torrents  and  undulations,  pass  village  of  Kaziabad,  amid  gardens  and  vineyards  on  left  of 
mad.  and  cross  stream.  Descending  thence  into  a  gently  undulating  valley,  cross  dry  bed  of 
torrent  at  7  J  miles.  At  *£  miles  a  road  crosses  from  right  front,  leading  towards  hills  off 
lrft  in  the  direction  of  Saveh.  Thence,  as  far  as  1 1 J  miles,  steep  ascent  out  of  valley  with  low 
lii  1L<  on  right  H  ere  a  road  branches  off  to  left,  and  another  to  beyond  village  of  Azlagheh. 
At  12 i  miles  pass  fortified  village  on  high  mound  on  left  called  Azttgheh.  In  the  valley 
Ik  low,  watered  by  a  stream,  are  some  ruins  and  flourishing  gardens.  Descend  from  top  of 
st<*«*p  ridge,  and  cross  stream  at  12  miles.  Pass  along  lane  between  high  garden  walls,  and 
a  e  M»d  over  a  stony  undulating  country  to  13  miles.  Hence  a  eteep  short  descent,  and  at  13} 
miles  pass  some  fine  gardens  and  vinevards  on  left  of  road.  Thence  pass  through  town  of 
Nii  varan,  built  on  slopes  of  a  steep  hill,  round  which  the  road  descend ■*.  Cross  stream  at 
\h  >t  torn,  and  ascend  to  camping  ground  on  W.  of  town  on  a  grassy  slope  by  the  side  of  a  clear 
stream. 


8.  MERBfK    (perhaps 
Njleik). 


17 


128 


Water  plenti f ul  from  streams.  Throughout  the 
march  supplies  procurable  of  every  kind.  Leav- 
ing camp  at  quarter  mile,  cross  a  low  ridge  ;  thence 
to  1  mile  long  undulating  asc  »nt  (intersected  by 
numerous  watercourses,  which  irrigate  the  trees  and  garden  in  a  valley  on  right)  to  steep  ridge. 
J  Vuccndtng  cross  a  deep  watercourse,  and  pass  Government  toll-house  on  left  of  road,  and,  con- 
tinning  descent,  ford  river  about  3'  in  depth,  the  bed  of  which  is  about  100  yards  broad 
< in  summer  only  30'  of  water).  A  little  further  on  pass  village  of  N u varan  Kuchak  in  the 
valley,  and  at  2  miles  some  high  garden  walls  on  right.  Between  this  and  third  mile  cross  three 
watercourses  in  succession.  At  4  miles  pass  some  ruined  buildings  and  walls  on  left  of  road. 
At  3  miles  a  beautiful  spring,  and  subsequently  two  streams  wlrch  flow  from  it.  At  f>  miles  cross 
dry  torrent  in  undulating]  lain.  Here  some  low  scattered  hills  lie  on  left  of  road,  and  some 
li.fty  ones  about  1  mile  off  right ;  thenc  to  7 i  ase°nd  from  plain  to  tableland.  Pass  a  village 
in  g:ir  lens  off  left.  Next  short  descent  from  tableland.  At  8  miles  pas*  an  extensive  ruin 
oil  left  of  road,  and  subsequently  ruined  village  of  Dukan  on  same  side.  At  l0.J  miles  a 
finall  stream  crosses  the  road  ;  thence  ascent,  followed  by  a  short  bit  of  tableland.  At  lit 
mill*  cross  a  steep  rugged  ridge,  whence  descent ;  and  at  12  J  cross  dry  bed  of  a  torrent.  Cro«s 
a  stream  atl3£,  and  at  14J  miles  dry  bed  of  another  torrent.  Ascend  a  long  slope  of  hills 
c»n  ris»ht,  and,  after  crossing  the  ridg»,  descend  steeply  through  rough  and  stony  defile  in 
range  of  low  grassy  hills  aforesaid  to  16  mil»s.  Thenca  over  broken  ground  in  N.  direc- 
tion to  camping  ground.  The  main  road  is  left  at  the  loth  mile.  Camping  ground  among 
fiVlda  E.  of  Merrik,  a  small  village,  built  on  site  of  a  ruined  town,  situate  in  a  dell 
bM  ween  lofty  hills,  with  a  few  trees  aud  scanty  cultivation,  watered  by  a  stream  on  whioh  the 
village  is  built. 

9.  Zahah  ...  14  142  Road  from  2nd  to  5th  mile  over  steep  and 

nigged  ascents  ;  thence  undulating  to  10th ;  ron^h 
and  indifferent  for  last  4  miles.  Soil,  loam, 
sand,  and  conglomerate.  Water  procurable  from 
streams  and  watercourses.  Supplies  none.  Leaving  Merrik,  pass  over  undulatirg 
ground.  Cross  torrent,  and  at  one  milo  pass  round  lofty  rock.  Thence  to  end  of  2nd  mile 
fcluirt  ragged  ascent  over  a  sandstone  spur,  which  here  crosses  the  roa\  and  divides  the  vallev. 
Pass  close  under  some  lofty  and  precipitous  bluffs  of  this  range  on  right  into  smajl  valley, 
down  which  a  stream  winds  off  left,  and  rejoin  main  road  from  Nii varan,  which  come*  up 
here  from  the  E.     Ascending  thence  at  7   miles,  cross   low  sandstone  ridg%  after  which 
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steep  ascent  to  71  miles.    At  8  miles  pass  village  off  right  of  road.     Hero  a  steep  sand** 
bluff  abuts  on  ieft.     Past  ruined  village  of  Kurredih  on  right  of  road,  and  a  little    fur 
at  10£  miles,  village  of  GulguJabad  off  same  side  of  road.     At  12  miles  f«-rd  wate-c 
Pass  large  village  of  Dowan  about  a  mile  off  left,  and  some  ruins  on  same  side.     For.*  : 
watercourses.     At  13  miles  another  one  flows  along  left  of  road.     Valley  now  Income*  • 
confined.     At  14  miles  cross  ridge  or  spur  from  bills  on  right.     After  this  dry  be  1  of  cm  .. 
alongside  for  some  distance  on  left  road,  passing  up  to  15  miles  under  hills  on  ngT»t.     7*. . 
ascent  from  undulating  valley  between  ranges  of  low  hills,  close  on  ri^ht,  and  distant  oa  ! 
to  upper  portion  of  village  of  Zarah,  whence  steep  descent  round  ruined  fort  to  can  * 
ground  in  hollow.     Village  of  Zarah  on  left  of  road.     Encamping  ground,  ample  and  •* 
in  hollow  or  on  hillocks  on  right  of  road  overlooking  the  village.     No  tre^  or  cui*it« 
Spring  of  fresh  water  with  Jcandt  }  mile  further  towards  fort  of  Khushejali ; 
in  the  hollow,  where  camping  ground. 


&L*0    A.** 


10.  BlBfKABAD 


17 


159 


Road  for  first  4  miles  over  nndulatingcr  - 
with  gravelly  soil.     Fur  remaining  13  <•%. 
a*.  In  vial  plain,  mrch  cut  up  by  irrigation.    Vi 
plentiful  throughout  march  from   stream* 
canals.     Supplies  scanty.     Leaving  Zarah,  ascend  steeply  J  mile  between  two  rang**  c  f 
teppehs,  where  there  is  a  spring  of  fresh  water  with  a  kanat  on  left  of  road.     Pacing  u 
village  snd  fort  of  Khushejah  on  same  side,  cross  dry  bed  of  a  stream  at  1   mile.     At  4  c 
pass  through  large  straggling  village  of  Khushanabad,  and  cross  dry   t>ed  of  another  r 
At  5J  miles  pass  village  of  Naiirabad  on  left  of  road,  and  ford  a  stream.     Pa** 


cross  a  watercourse.  At  10}  mile*  pass  through  village  of  Jnhanabud,  and  by  a  Fin 
high  mound,  about  3  miles  off  left  of  road  (a  good  landmark).  At  11 J  mil^s  cr. 
river  s  bed,   about  4')'   broad   and    10'  deep  ;  and  at  12 J  miles  pass  small  f<-rt  o 

«  *  • J : 1  .ti. J  -a.  ioi    —:i._  l i.     * v :ti  .1 


off  ' 


11.  ScbkhIbId 


20 


179 


Road  for  jnst  6  miles  over  level  all  aria)  -'. 
to  6th  mile  ;  thence  h»vel  and  g«x>dt  nvrr  up  :    r 
ing  gravelly  soil.    General  direction  $.  W 
W.     Water  procurable  from  stream*  and  «pr- .« 
on  the  march.     Snpplies  procurable  of  every  kind. 

Leaving  camp,  pass  village  of  Bfhikabad  on  right  of  road.    Thence  no  landmark*  -.- 
6 J  miles,  where  road  passes  for  some  hundred  yards  along  the  dry  bed  of  a  stream.     T!»r~ 
through  grassy  plain  full  of  villages  surrounded  by  poplar  trees  and  cultivation,  w!-  -•■ 
gradual  ascent  to  ruined  walled  village  on  right  of  road,  where  there  is  a  fine  spring  of  *..   * 
At  61  miles  two  other  roads  join  from  right  and  left  rear  respectively,  that  on  right  ok.  •* 
direct  over  the  hills  from  Tihran.    At  10  miles  cross  watercourses  running  from   und^r 
mounds  on  right.    At  11  £  miles  pass  spring  on  left  of  road.    Continue  over  nnd<i!>?%' 
plain,  and  subsequently  pass  open  defile  between  low  hills,  and  at  17  miles  pass  spring  «ir; 
of  road,  from  which  a'kandt  on  that  side  commence.    Soon  after  direct  road   to  Hiar  i 
(avoiding  Surkhabud)  branches  off  to  right.     At  17  J  miles  pass  village  off  right  rm  a  *:r* 
with  a  bridge,  over  which  direct  road  alluded  to  passes.    At  174  P*3*  *  ni&h  t*o)at*£  r* 
with  scarped  sides  off  left  formed  of  red  stone  (an  excellent  landmark  for  a  great  di^**^ 
in  the  surrounding   country).      Passing  under  range  of  low  hills   on    right,    pass   iv— . 
village  off  left;    and  at  19  mil**  cross  stream.      Thence,  crossing  numerous  watemtr»» 
which  irrigate  fields  and  gardens  alongside  of  road,  pass  through  village  of  Sorkhahad.  »- 
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fording  small  river  to  left  of  ruined  bridge  (which  lias  been  nearly  washed  away  by  the 
violence  of  stream  and  is  impassable),  encamp  on  grassy  banks.     Close  by  SurkLabad  is  a 


siuall  village  of  about  50  inhabitants. 


12.    HlMADAN 


8 


187 


Road  generally  leyel  and  good  throughout  in 
a  S.W.  direction  through  an  alluvial  plain. 
Wafer  procurable  from  streams  and  an  aqueduct 
on  the  march.  Supplies  from  Hamadan.  As- 
crn»l  and  cross  a  short  steep  ridge.  At  2  j  miles  pass  mud  embankment  on  left  of  road, 
♦onning  a  bund  for  the  retention  of  water  for  a  patch  of  cultivation  ;  also  nA-andt  of  good 
water  on  right.  At  3  miles  crass  two  watercourses,  and  pans  between  two  villages  off  either 
vide  of  road.  At  4  miles  pass  an  imatnzfida  on  mound  right  of  road.  Here  some  large 
b.itildcrs  of  dark  red  sraiiite  lie  strewed  about  the  plain.  Cross  a  watercourse,  and  arrive  at 
liugt*  fortified  village  c»f  Shnvorin,  surrounded  by  double  walls  60'  high.  There  is  no 
road  through  this  village,  which  has  only  one  gate  on  S.  side.  The  ordinary  mad  Lad*  round 
to  ii\jht,  and  is  neatly  1  mile  in  circuit;  but  there  is  a  narrow  way  for  foot  passenger* 
ptiimi  the  left  hide  of  the  village,  through  some  huts  and  enclosures,  wliich  is  far  shorter. 
At  oj  pass  long  lane  between  gatden  walls.  Koad  then  circles  round  a  lofty  mud  wall, 
endowing  the  ground  and  garden  of  the  house  of  the  governor  of  Hamadan.  At  t>  miles 
ji.t.-s  large  ruined  village  off  right.  Some  low  detached  hills  are  now  pulsed  a  short  distance 
idf  right,  and  road  passes  under  a  high  mound  on  left.  At  7  miles  ford  stream,  which  in 
rainy  season  is  crossed  by  a  brick  bridge  about  200  yards  higher  up  on  left,  and,  continuing 
v\  ii  g  highroad,  at  S  miles  reach  encamping  ground  in  sandy  plain  outside  N.E.  suburbs 
of  llamanan.  Ham  ad  .in  contains  about  5,000  inhabitants,  and  has  extensive  streets  and 
K.zar.4,  down  which  streams  flow.    Belle w  makes  it  218  miles  to  Hamadan. 


13.  Zioi 


11 


198 


Boad  rugged  and  difficult  throughout,  and 
much  out  up  by  streams.  Near  Hamadan  it  is 
mastly  under  w«ter,  HWHinpy,  and  almost  i  in  pass- 
able. Direction  N.W.  by'W.  for  first 8  miles; 
therce  S.W.  by  W.  to  Zaga.  Water  abundant  and  good  from  streams.  Supplies 
procurable  of  every  kind.  Pass  through  city,  and  at  1  mile  cross  deep  rapid  stream  on 
wliich  it  is  built  by  a  stone  bridge.  Hence  to  4  miles  road  passes  along  the  rocky  beds  of 
>*r»*ams,  which  inundate  their  neighbourhood,  and  render  the  road  very  swampy  and  difficult. 
>*  vera  I  villages  and  ancient  ruins  (partly  of  marble)  lie  on  both  sides.  At  4  mil**  ero*s 
brntid  at  ream  by  small  brick  bridge  in  bad  repair.  At  6  miles  cross  a  stream  running  down 
♦•  r..ugh  thick  groves  from  village  under  hills  off  left.  At  7  miles  pass  a  village  off  left  of 
r«  .i*l.  Cross  another  stream.  At  8  miles  road  turns  a  low  rocky  spur  of  hills  on  right. 
7  hence  to  encamping  ground  slight  ascnt  over  rocky  ground.  Kocamping  ground  situated 
4>n  r<  cky  hlopes  overlooking  Zaga,  high  and  open,  but  rather  stony.  Zaga  is  a  small  walled 
\  ;1U£<*  on  the  direct  mountain  road  to  Karnianshah,  surrounded  by  rich  cultivation. 


14.  AjjadIbId 


14 


212 


an«l  nigged  in  parts,  but  is  in  no    place 


General  direction  of  road  at  starting  W.  by 
S.,  which  changed  to  S.W.  and  S.  by  W. 
during  the  descent  over  the  mountains.  The 
last  part  of  march  S.S.W.  The  pass  is  steep 
impassable  for  artillery.  The  heights  in  the 
irmm-diate  neighbourhood  of  the  road  could  be  crowned  throughout.  The  rocks  consist  of 
«Lito  with  occasional  patches  of  quartz  and  granite.  Water  good  and  plentiful  from  in- 
numerable streams.  Supplies  procurable  from  Hamadan  and  the  surrounding  country. 
I'&v*  round  left  of  Zaga,  between  it  and  Sim  An,  and  through  village  of  Siman  nt  1  mile. 
At  2  J  miles  cross  broad  and  deep  stream  innningdown  the  plain  from  mountains  off  left. 
Thi*  right  bank  of  stream  high  and  steep.    At  3  miles  rejoin  high  road  to  Karmanshdh. 
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and    pass    large  mud  ruins  on  right.     Hence  gradual  accent  through  fertile  and  v^l 
tivated  plain.     Pass  a  village  under  mountain  off  left  of  road.     At  5  wiles  reach  top  of  r  ^ 
cross  a  stream,  and  at  *>£  miles  pass  Lirge  village  of  Tajabdd  off  right;  thence  dewni.  i- 
a    7f  miles  pa^s  small  village  off  right  of  road.     Cross  stream  at  8  miles,  and  another  i 
miles  ;  hence  gradually  ascend  for  half  a  mile,  when  highest  point  of  a  pas*  is  reach*!     7. 
mountain  of  hlwand  and  the  heights  oflF  left  covered  with  snow.    Thence  steep  descent  t-  i 
miles,  where  cross  two  torrents  at  bottom  of  a  ravine.    Hence  slight  ascent  to  11  mil.-*.  * 
pass  pmall  village  in  ravine  off  right  of  road,  with  a  small  ruined  fort  on  opposite  sloj*-  ;   * 
above  it ;  thence  steep  descent  from  hills.    At  12}  pass  some  ruins  on  side  of  htU  on  ri^tt 
read.     The  direct  real  over  main  mountain  range  here  joins.     It  is  very  difficult  and  iiu"* 
ticable  for  baggage  animals  heavily  laden.    Thence  gradual  descent,  crossing  a  rapH  U-- 
repeatedly  to'camping  gtound.   Situation  high  and  ample  in  extent  by  fcide  of  a  sma'l  t  .r 
in  sloping  plain   N.B.  of  Asadabad.     Water  sweet,  but  rather  muddy.     Asa  iatud  U  a  ■• 
walled  town  of  3,'H)()  inhabitants,  surrounded  by  gardens,  and  well  watered  by  striam*  f-  ■ 
the  hills,  which  flow  through  the  streets.     In  the  valley*  about  3  miles  higher  up,  is  a  »tr   ; 
fort  on  a  hi"h  mound  with  a  village  at  its  foot  called  Kharfz. 


15.  KangawAb 


22 


234 


Road  excellent  throughout,  over  aHuTis)  - 
except  between   16th  and  17th  mile*,  wh  r    ' 
is    rugged    and    stony.      Direction    S.   tt. 
S.,  and    subsequently   S.  by  W.      Fnm   i»" 
mencement  of  ascent  from  Asod-ibad  valley    to   Kangawar  S.  W.     Water  plentiful   * 
good    from   streams  and  watercourses.     Supplies  procurable  of  every  kind.     Pass  thr-  .. 
the   town,    whose  suburbs    extend  to  1J  miles.     At    4  miles  road  joins  from    left    rr  • 
ap;>arentlv  coming  direct  from   main   pais  over   the   Elwand  mountain,    avoiding  A>- 
abild.     At   5  miles  pi«s  small  town   surrounded  by  poplar  trees  off  right  of  rrm L    S' 
miles  pass  through  village  of  Dih-i-Buzan,  where  there  is  a  soring  of  water  snpphru: 
kanats,  which  accompany  the  roal  all    the  way  from  Asadabad.     At  7  miles  i*t*«  '.•  . 
village  o!f  right.     Pass  a  spring  on  right  of  raid.     At  8  miles  pass  through    U-v    » 
la«'C°of  Wadambad.  the    poition    on  left  of  real  surrounded  by  mined  mud  w»lL  »J    * 
is~a  lofty  artificial  mound.     At  9 \  miles  pass  mound  on   right  of  road,  ch*e  \<%  «* 
rises  a  small  stream.     At  11  miles  cross  a  deep  pool  of  stagnant  water  called  5?nj*"nc 
a  fine  brick  bridge  of  four  arches  in  good  repair.     This  bridge  w  built  at  angles  to  t'«  ^ 
eral  direction  of" road,  and  is  a  good  landmark.     At    12  inilea  pa^s  wall.-d  town  a1*  .*  : 


m 

a 
stream 


iles  off  right  called  ttifuneh.     At  14  miles  pa«*  small  Bpring  on  left  of  mad.  ronnb;  •■ 
stream    rlown    to    village  off   that   side   called  Dih-i-Nush,     At  ioj  miles  cro*»  •-» 
„vream  called  Sar-i-ab-i-Kherreh,  flowing  down  from  village  under    hill   about  in/ 
right  of   read.     Ascending  out    of   valley  at  16$  miles,  cross  broad  rocky  ruciyi  n  • 
and  at  17. V  another  low  ridge.     Thence  through   richly  cultivated  plain    cover*!    » 
walled  towns    and  villages  to    encamping    ground  among  fields   and   grassy  pa»»tin%  I. 
of  Kan<*awar.    Kangawar  is  built  upon  a  series  of  artificial  and  natural  wound*  o  r  ••• 
with  remains  of    ancient  buildings.     On  a  hill  overlooking  the  town  are  the  rxt«'« 
brick  ruins  of  a  fortress  or  citadel.     This  district  is  noted  for  its  fertility  mad  th*  t*.- 
ber  of   its  villages.     At  Kangawar  is  a  Persian  telegraph  office. 


16.  Sehna 


18 


252 


Road  rough  and  stony  for  the  gr*a4r-  "*" 
of  this  march,  and  in  some  places  imp***-* 
wheeled  carriages.  General  direction  r  * 
to  10th  mile  thenc*  8.S.W.  to  N  -• 
Water  plentiful  and  good  from  numerous  streams.  Supplies  procurable  of  all  kio  Js.  P-  • 
through  or  round  E.  side  of  town,  and  at  I  mile  get  clear  of  suburb*.  At  2  n*U  f  •  - 
■mallnstream.  Cross  deep  watercours?  by  bridge ;  then  short  descent,  after  which,  at  3|  t  • 
cross  small  river  Kabutar  Lana  by  a  fine  brick  bridge  in  good  repair  ;  and  at  4  n.flr»  .*  • 
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two  broad  watercourses  running  from  right  to  left.  Pass  a  village  under  further  slope  of 
bills  off  left,  and  a  little  further,  at  5  miles,  another  village  off  same  side.  Cross  low  ridge 
bv  gradual  inclines ;  then  commence  long  steep  ascent.  Pass  small  walled  fort  in  valley,  2 
inile  off  left,  of  road  at  8£-  miles.  Continuing  accent,  reach  top  of  pa**  at  10.}  miles 
thence  steep  descent.  At  11  miles  pass  village  in  a  dell  under  rocky  hills  about  1  mile  off 
left  of  road.  At  V2h  miles  a  road,  crossing  the  hills  by  another  pa>s,  joins  from  right  rear. 
At  13  miles  pass  a  high  artificial  conical  mound  in  valley  on  left,  at  the  foot  of  which 
are  some  stone  ruins.  Here  a  fine  stream  crosses  the  road,  gushing  out  from  a  spring  in 
hillside  on  right.  Thence  gradual  ascent  from  valley.  At  13J  miles  pass  village  off  left 
called  Bisiirkh,  and  at  14  miles  reach  foot  of  hills.  At  15  miles  pass  small  spring  of  fresh 
water  left  of  road.  At  16  emerge  from  defile  of  low  hills,  close  on  right, 'and  half  a  mile 
distant  on  left.  Cross  several  small  streams,  all  tributaries  of  the  Gamasiab,  and  reach  good 
and  ample  encamping  ground  on  banks  of  stream  N.E.  of  Sehna.  Sehna  is  a  small  but 
flourishing  town,  situated  in  a  well-watered  and  cultivated  valley,  among  beautiful  gardens 
and  plantations,  at  the  foot  of  a  range  of  precipitous  rocky  hills,  where  are  some  ancient 
caves  and  sculptures. 


17.  Bisit1n# 


■•» 


17 
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gently   to    the  head  of   the  Kajawah   S 


Road  reported  dangerous ;   overrun  by  plun- 
dering   Lui-8.       Direction    generally     W.S.W., 
but    S.W.    for    some   distance    before    reach- 
ing  the  rocks  of  the  Piru.    Road  first  ascends 
Ihikkan    pass,    whence    there  is    a    long  steep 
descent.      Arrive    at    the    foot    over    undulating  plain    at  11  miles;   the    remainder    to 
liwtan  is  very  winding,  through  cultivation  and  marshy  ground.     Water  plentiful  from 
the  Gamasiab  and  watercourses.     Supplies   procurable  of  all  kinds.     Leaving  Sehna,  as- 
cend through  valley  for  1  mile,  and  oioss  spur  of  low  rocky  hills  by  the   Kajawah  Shik- 
kan    pass  at  2   miles.     At  5  miles  there  is  a  bend   of  the  Gamasiab  river  on  the  left. 
Cro**s  several  watercourses,  which  irrigate  the  fields  in    the  valley,  and  at   o£  miles  pass 
on    left   of    road    a  small    fort   on   high  mound   called  Hatsan    Khan,  now   ruined  and 
used  as   a   caravansarai.    At    6  miles    pass   village  of   Akbar  Khan,  and  cross  a  canal 
by  a  bridge.     At  8  miles  another  bend  of  the  Gamasiab  approaches  close  to  left  of  read, 
which  here  passes  under  a  high  precipitous  hill  on  the  right  called  Shamran.    At  9  miles 
cross  canal  by  bridge ;  village  of  Sainanghan  off  right  of  road.     At  9$  miles  the  Gama- 
tuib  again  abuts  on  left  of  road.     At  10£  pass  a  small  scattered  village  on  artificial  mounds 
on  left,  at  foot  of  which  are  poplar  plantations,  and  cross   deep  canal  by  bridge.     At  12 
miles  cross  by  a  bridge  a  small  stream  called  the  river  Zurdabad,  running  down  from  a 
village  of  that  name  lying  off  right  of  road.    At   14"  miles    pass  through  sma.l  village 
of  Nadir&bad.    Pass  by  a  bridge  a  deep  canal  cut  from   the  Gamasiab,  which   here  flows 
on  left  of  road,  and  a  little  further  on  (at  15 1  miles)  cross  the  river  Dinavar,  a  tributary 
of  the  Gamasiab,  by  a  lofty  brick  bridge  in  bad  repair.    Thence  pass  close  under  peak  of 
Piru  on  right  to  encamping  ground,  among  fields  on  left  of  road,  near  a  ruined  caravan- 
sarai, and  some  t-tone  huts  at  the  foot  of  the  peak.    Encamping  ground  rather  confined, 
owing  to  the  broken  nature  of  the  ground,  which  is  intersected  bv  numerous  streams,  tri- 
butary to  the  Gamasiab,  flowing  down  from  the  peak  of  Piru,  which  rises  abruptly  from  the 
plain  to  the  height  of  1,700'.     Here  are  some  extensive  and  very  perfect  bas-reliefs  and 
cuneiform  inscriptions  of  Darius  high  up  in  the  face  of  the  precipitous  rook.    Bisitan  is 
miserable  village  of  a  few  houses. 


18.  KajmcIhshIh 


21 
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Road  generally  level  and  good ;  the  first  half 
slightly     undulating.      General    direction     W. 
by   S.   to    the   bank   of     Kaiasu ;    thence   W. 
to  Kamidnslmh.     Water    on    the    march    from 
Karasd  and  smaller  streams.    Supplies  from  Karmanshah.     Leaving  camp,  slight  ascent  for 


•  Alio  culled  "  Bliitaa." 
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]  mile.     Road  now  undulates  for  some  miles  over  low  spurs  of  high  mountain*  on  rL**:  • 
then  gradually  recedes  from  those  on  the  left,  crosses  a  stream,  and  soon  after,  at  h  l 
passes  through  remains  of  marble  walls  and  columns  scattered  over  the  ground  for  some  •  . 
tauce,  apparently  the  site  of  some  ancient  temple. 

At  ];s  mile*  pass  huge  village  on   low  hills   off  left,  and  at  14  miles  walled  vilhv 
right  in  plain.     Thence  road  continually  skirts  foot  of  lofty   mountains  of   HehistAn.  L    * 
ing  th<-m  about  2  miles  off  right,  and  descends  to  ba«in  of  Kara  Su.  which  river  is  it  - 
by  a  hug*  brick  bridge  at  the  17th  mile;  thence  gradual  ascent  thmugh   plain  to  Kan* 
shah.     At  2o|   cross   stream  in  suburbs,  working  two  flour  mills.     Encamp  in  plain  <  -    * 
of  city.     Karmanshah  is  the  capital  of  a  province,  and  is  built  at  the  entrance  of  an' 
into  the  plain  of  that  name  filled  with  trees  and  gardens.      For  account  of  Karman>'ji 
ride  that  heading. 


19.  Mahjdasht 


14 
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Road  for  first  in  milf»s  over  a  t:uocc*«i<*n  #>f  r!   - 
in   range  of    mountains  W.   of    Kanntn«» 
thence    level    and   go(xl  acros*  plain  of  M  . 
dasht.      General     direction    \V.    by    S.     Ui 
from  streams  on  the  march.    Supplies  plentiful  of   every    kind.     Leaving   ramp.  t*« 
round  or  pass  through  town  ;  then  steep  ascent  from  foot  of  walls.     At  about  3  mile*  r> . 
parses  along  the  side  of  hills  on  right.    On  left  is  the  commencement  of  a  long  narrow  va!'. 
sloping  down  to  the  plain.     Road  now  passes  by  continued  series  of  steep  and  ruir^l  or.-i 
tions  over  a  range  of  hills.    At  6  miles  it  enters  a  defile,  crosses  a  stream  at  fc>  mile*.  .» 
crossing  a  rocky  ridge,  reaches  its  foot  at  8 J  miles.    Thence  across  plain  to  encamping  «•?*  _• 
in  a  granny  plain  on  right  bank  of  M ah i dasht  river,  near  a  few  huts,  which  constitute  ih'  ? 

lage  of  Mahidasht,  and  a  large  caravansarai.    Encamp  to  left  of  Lit  tor.     Water  from  **r>. 

muddy  and  scanty,  but  sweet. 

20.  Hab6*4bXd      ...  22  326         Between  Mnhida<ht  and  Hanmahad  aw  •* 

passes.     Road    W.  by  S.    to  top  of  th  *  C*  *i 
Zabar;  then    S.    S.    W.f    changing  to    X.    ^ 
a  few  miles  before  reaching  Ilan':»»Uid.     V. 
rugged,    and    bad   as    far   as    Zobeideh    valley;   level    and  good  acros*  \a11ei.     R- ■-* 
and    undulating    the    whole    way    from    foot    of    Nalshiknn    pats, in  Zoh.ndeh  tj\)  * 
Ifaiiinubad.     The  Nalshikan  is  precipitous  and  impracticable  in  places,  but  the  hei^hr*  •* 
be  ci owned.     "Water  plentiful  and  good  from  streams  and  springs  on  the  nurrh.     S8 aj»-  ! 
from  Karmanshah  and  surrounding  country.     Cross  river  by  a  fine  brck  bri  *.£*»  in  .; 
repair.     At  3J-  miles  cross  small  stream  running  down  from  village  under  kill*  off  W: 
road.     After  this,  at  foot  of  long  ascent,  pas*  Milage  of  Chaluir  Zabar.  about  1  mile  off  n. 
of  road.     In  plain,  about  5  miles  beyond  it  is  visible  a  high  mound  with  the  ruiin  of  ■h-" 
supposed  to  be  an  ancient  fire-temple.     At  7 J  miles  pass  five  or  six  water-mill*  in  ra«"i**# 
right  worked  by  a  rapid  torrent,  which  runs  alongside  of  road  for  about  It  10  yards.     At   * 
miles  paw  spring  of  good  water  on  right  of  road.     Crossing  the  Chulmr  Zabar  rid«r*.  desr  ■ 
through  pass,  and  reach  foot  at  9}  miles.    Traverse  Zobeideh  valley,  which  i*  abont  4  t- 
bnad,  richly  cultivated,  and  watered  by  Htijigah  stream,  whioh  cm««*en  it  at  10J  rnl.*»:  r 
ning  down  from  village  of  Darkub  on  right,  situate  on  side  of  hills  N.  of  valley.     A*.   1   . 
miles  commence  long  rugged  and  precipitous  ascent  of  lSulthikan  pa*« ;  and  after  fuSfc-^   ■ 
shori,  but  steep,  descent  reach  foot  of  j  ass  at  17J  miles.     Passing  through  defile,  betm^-n  1  • 
green  hills  covered  with  brushwood  and  stunted  trees,  cross  a  low  ridge  with  a  small   »tr  . 
flowing  at  the  bottom,  and  a  little  further  on,  at  18}  miles,  the  dry  l»ed  of  a  torrent-     A;  1  -■ 
miles  pass  a  steep  rocky  ridge.   Beyond,  a  conical  hill  on  left.  Cross  three  streams  in  *3»x*«>**  * 
by  rugired  stone  bridges,  and  pass  throujrh  village  of  llartinalud.     Encamp  on  cither   siC* 
road     in    grassy,   but    moist    and    unhealthy,     ground    N.    W.    of    ll.trun&7*L     K- 
faiuuabad  a  road  goes  by  Mandan  to  Baghdad.     Harunalad  is  a  small   village,  wi;h   a 
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raravansarat,  situated  upon  three  *t  renins,  two  of  which  are  called  Ab-i-IIaiunahod,  and  the 
third  Ohakelichai.  The  inhabitants  are  IlyAts,  who  leave  the  village  and  encamp  in  the  plains 
in  winter.    It  lies  under  high  hill*  at  the  head  of  the  Kaiind  valley. 


21.  KABfftD 


20 


346 


Direction  of  road  until  9th  mile  N.W. 
level  and  good;  thence  W.N.W.  rugged  and 
undulating  to  11th  mile;  thence  level  and 
good  through  pastures  and  cultivation  to  Kaiind. 
Water  plentiful  from  stream  on  ruarrh.  Rupplies  scanty.  Leaving  camp,  pass  for  J  mile 
between  two  ranges  of  hills  ;  that  on  left  is  culled  Durwanzard,  and  hills  on  right  Haghlani 
and  Tak- to  k.  At  6  miles  cross  a  road,  running  probably  from  Sehna  to  Gilan.  Between 
9th  and  11th  are  two  difficult  rocky  portion^  of  road  between  hills.  At  11th  mile  conntry  gets 
or*>ner,  and  at  13  miles  a  stream  is  crossed.  At  14  miles  pass  small  spring  on  left  called 
Chashmah  Sufid.  Cross  a  stream,  and  shortly  after,  at  15  miles,  pass  small  village  of 
l>ih  Sufid  on  left  of  road.  Pass  over  some  rugged  broken  ground,  and  at  16  miles  cross  a 
stream,  which  overflows  its  banks  and  creates  a  marsh.  Encamp  in  ample  grassy  plain  about 
1  mile  £.  of  Karind.  Water  from  the  A  b-i -Karind  and  watercourses  cut  from  it.  Karind 
in  romantically  situated  in  a  gorge  between  two  precipitous  hills.  From  its  summit  the  snow- 
capped hills  of  Hehistan  beyond  Karmanshali  are  all  visible.  The  elevated  plain  of  Kaiind 
is  about  20  miles  long  by  6  miles  broad,  richly  cultivated,  and  watered  by  the  Ab-i- 
Karind  and  other  streams.  From  Karind  there  is  another  road  to  Karmdnshah.  At  Karind 
there  is  a  Persian  telegraph  office. 


22.  Mia*  T£z 


... 


14 
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fioad  for  first  8 J  miles  over  plain  of  Kaiind, 
level  and  good,  over  rich  loamy  soil,  with 
cultivation;  thence  most  execrable,  over  rugged 
,  undulating  giound.  Direction  for  first  6| 
miles  N.W. ;  after  that  N.N.W.  Water  plentiful  throughout  this  march  from 
numerous  streams.  Supplies  procurable-  of  all  kinds.  Leaving  camp,  pass  caravan sarai 
on  right  of  road.  At  7  miles  cross  the  A  b-i- Karind  (a  tributary  of  the  Kara.su), 
which  rises  in  a  beautiful  spring,  situate  in  a  dell  between  the  two  high  rocky  hills,  on 
the  sides  of  which  the  town  of  Kaiind  is  built.  Cross  also  numerous  watercourses. 
At  11}  miles  cross  stream  running  down  from  village  under  hills  about  1  mile  off 
right  of  road  called  Hari,  surrounded  by  poplars  and  other  trees.  Pass  ruins  of  a  village 
on  left  called  Deghumeh ;  a  white  domed  building  on  right,  and  a  littte  further  on,  at 
12}  miles*  cross  small  stream.  At  13}  miles  pass  small  village  with  some  trees  under  hills 
off  right  of  road  called  lluluteh.  Pass  remains  of  small  fort  on  left  of  road  called  Sar-i-Mfl, 
situated  near  edge  of  plateau,  at  15  miles ;  thence  a  steep  rugged  descent  of  £  mile. 
After  that  road  passes  to  17  miles  through  a  little  valley  enclosed  by  lofty  hills,  and 
watered  by  a  stream,  which  is  crossed  five  or  six  times  during  this  part  of  the  march. 
Thence  to  encamping  ground  road  parses  through  scattered  jungle,  over  rugged  and 
difficult  broken  ground,  and  steep  descents.  Encamping  ground  contracted  and  irregular 
on  the  green  wooded  slopes,  running  up  to  the  foot  of  the  rocky  hills  on  right  road, 
near  the  ruined  caravansarai  and  village  of  Mian  Tak.  Water  from  fine  mountain 
torrent.  Mian  Tak  consists  of  a  few  6tone  huts,  with  a  garrison  of  100  infantry,  situated 
in  a  dell  surrounded  by  high  and  precipitous  hills,  on  the  sides  of  which  grow  stunted  oaka 
and  poplars. 


23.  Sab-i-P6l-i-ZohXb 


15 
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From  Mian  Tak  to  the  summit  of  the  Tak-U 
Ghurra  pass  in  the  Zagros  chain,  the  road  is 
extremely  rugged.  The  descent  is  very  preci- 
pitous and  difficult,  but  it  might  be  much  im- 
proved without  difficulty  by  clearing  away  tne  boulders  of  rock  which  now  cover  the  roadr 
and  make    it  slippery  and  dangerous.    From  the  foot  of    the  i>ass  the  road  proceeda 
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Route  No.  834— could. 
Tthrdn  to   Baghdad^  via  Hamad  an  and  Karmantbdi—coniil. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dista vcs,  iw  xiih. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


W.tf.W.  to  the  head  of  a  short  defile  between  limestone  rocks,  and,   emerging  from  thai   i 
a  W.X.W.  direction   over  a   tolerably  level,   but    rugged,   ground   for  the    last   U|   mi-  % 
to  camp  near  Sar-i-Pul-i-Zohab.     Little  or  no  water  until  the  Rujab  in   the  valley   below  \. 
ghat*.    Supplies  none.     Leaving  the  camp,  road  mounts  by  a  long  steep  and   v»ry  n.^  -i 
ascent  of  about  4  miles  through  a  thin  jungle  of  stunted  Kurdish   oak  to  summit  of  Tii.  • 
Ghurra  pass.     Descent  over  the  phots  is  for  1st  mile  dangerously   prvcipitous,  passing  t--* 
naked  slippery  rock  covered  with  htigc  masses  of  stone  boulders.     Guns  tnu»t   be  let    C  * a 
by  hand.     Its  ascent  from  the  other  side  is  practicable  for  a  mountain   train.     The  h~  j    • 
cannot  be  crowned  from  the   W.     In  some  p»rts  t he  roadway   merely  consist*  of  a  L  .-• 
about  10'   broad  cut  up  on  the  bare  face  of  the  rocky  mountain,  with  precipice*  above   ■ 
below.     Thence  steep  and  rugged  to  foot  of  main   pass.     About   half-way  down   ia  the  r:  » 
of  an  arched  to II -house.     At  tij  miles  pass  small  white  nbelUk   on   mound  on   left   of  p  .'. 
The  village  of  Pni  Tak  lies  ab  ut  half  a  mile  to  the  right  up  the  valley,  where  there  i*  a    •: 
ruined  bridge.     At  7  miles  pass  stone  ruin  of  water-mill  on  left  bank  of  torrent,   wh.ch   V.  • 
nins  off  left  side  of  road.   At  71  miles  cross  a  mountain  torrent,  which  runs  along  the  r.*«l     - 
many  yards.     Pass  alongside  of  a  range  of  high   grassy  hills   from    the    Bishiweh    i»Uin     - 
the  right,  a  spur  from  the  ghats,  to  dry  bed  on   a   torrent,   which   cross  at  9}    irnle*.     A: 
10  miles  cross  a  broad  watercourse.     At  1 1  miles  cross  rapid  torrent  called  the    Kuiab  ;  ti.' 
over  several  undulations,  and  through  a  short  defile  in  the  Dakani  I >aoud  rang*  of  lime**.- 
rocks,  which  here  divide  the  fertile  valley  of   Zohah.     Emerging  thence  at    12 J  miV*.  i-  - 
ceed  to  camp  on  left  bank  of  riv«*r  Elwan  in  a  grassy  pUin  mar  Sari-Piil-i-Zohab.  wi.t.  .    * 
a  small  ruined  village  with  a  caravansarai  and  some  huts  of  llyats.    There  are  lUU  inf—v  7 
in  garrison.    Zohab  is  8  miles  N. 

24.  KlSB-I-SHlRfN   .. 


18 


393 


The   road   is   one  succession   of  rocjw*!    1 
difficult  a>c  »nts  and  descents  over  rock  v   ri  .- 
It  could,  however,  be   easily  male  p*e*bt' 
artillery,     General  direction  after  bating  7j' 
valley  W.N.W.   for  first   15    miles;    for  the  remaining  3   miles    to   camp    mar    Ki  : 
Shirfn     S.E.     Water    good    and    plentiful     fiom     numerous    streams    and     the     t.' - 
river.     Supplies  procurable  of  every    kind.     Leaving  camp,  cross    the    Elwan    by    a:  c- 
brick  bridge  of  four   arches.     Pass  through  village  of  Sa  -i-pubi  Zohab,  and,  eroergi*  j  - 
$  mile,    cross  numerous  watercourses,  which  irrigate  the  cultivation  of  the  valley.     « 
at  3£  a  small  river,  tributary  to  the  Elwan,  and  called  the  Kara-buhik.     Near  *th»»  X 
is  a  small  white  obelisk  on  right  of  road.     Ascend  from  richly -cultivated  valley  of  Z- .  . 
well  watered  by  Elwan  and  other  streams,    to  near  a  h'll  on  right   of  road,  on  «hi^ 
a    solitary  stunted  oak  tree  iurrounded  by  a  wall    (a    jrood  landmark).     At  5    mil*-*  r^ 
through    defile  in   low    range    of    *«tony    hills    trending  about   N.W.    and     S.K.      A 
this   steep   and    rugged  descent     to  6  miles   where    M»me  extraordinary   ma^vi    •  f   • 
rock  rise  from  plain  on  left  of  r*»ad  to  a  gentlv  undulating  valley  int«T*eeted  by  nairr 
streams.     Thence  short  steep  ascent  to  lo  miles.     Pa-slug  for   short  dUtano*  ov*r  a 
tableland,  descent  steeply  for  quaiter  of  a  mile      Cm««  small  stream  ;  hence  very  st*-f»   • 
rugged  ascent  to  riilge  1 1  miles.     TIumic-*  pass  for  part  of  the  way  down  drx  bed  of  a  !*•  t 
to  13.1  miles,  where  cross  dry  bed  of  torrent  aTid  low  ri-lge.     At  13 J  miles  cross  stcvp    r  .- 
ridge."  where  are  the  remains  of  a  stone  wall  rtf  Cyclopean  masonry,  crossing  the  valley, 
connecting  two  rocky  mountain*.     At  14  miles  cross  another  low  ridge,  and  pas#  a    »-  . 
village  off  left  of  road.     A  little  further  on  the  El* an  abuts  on  Mt,  and  runs  along  ti.-i  • 
of  mad  for  some  distance.     Pass  la'gc  masses  of  row  on  bnth  sides  of  roal,  ap]<amitl_i    •• 
remains  of  an  ancient  aquedn -t,  and  at  14 J  miles  cros*  low  ri-lge.     Thenc*  steep  a*  rtit    f  ■ 
undulating  valley  to  16}  miles,  when  top  of  plateau  is  reached.     Pasa  through  ruin*   •**"    ■ 
cient  town  and  palace,  extending  for  a  circumference  of  about  5  miles,  aid  t»nrln«*d  by  -x.  • 
wall  constructed  like  the  other  ruins  of  hug*  mass»«s  of  hewn   «tmic.     Pa-*  saiai  of   K^? 
fihirfn  (in  good  order)  and  caravansarai,  aft  »r  which  short   rocky  descent  to  a  dtvp   ts*  - 
down  which  a  rapid  torrent  rushes  to  join  the  Elwan,  which  here  runs  clone  to  left  uf  r» 
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Route  No.  38  i — concld. 
Tihran  to  Baghdad,  rid  Hamaddn  and  Kar  man  shah — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlMurCB,  IK  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


23.  KhInikin 


Cross  the  ravine  and  descend  along  steep  side  of  hills  on  right  to  camping  ground  on  light 
bank  of  El  wan,  level  but  limited  in  space.  Ample  ground  on  left  bank  of  river,  which  is 
easily  fordable.  This  site  would  be  a  strong  position  for  an  army.  The  vilhige  lies  among 
the  hills  about  half  a  mile  up  the  river. 

.,.  lti  409       Road  generally  rusrged  and  bad,  with  many 

nteep  ascents  and  docents  over  bare  rock,  much 
cut  up  by  mule  tracks.  No  vegetation  alter 
leaving  the  banks  of  the  El  wan.  Direction  to 
river's  bank  8.W. ;  thence  W.S.W.,  changing  shoitly  before  end  of  march  to  S.W. 
Leaving  encamping  ground,  strike  river  Klwan  at  about  half  a  mile ;  thence  pr.  ceed 
by  its  side  along  foot  of  high  rocky  hills  on  right  as  far  as  a  point  where  El  wan  bends  away 
to  left  from  road.  Beyond  hills  there  is  visible  in  N.W.  a  remarkable  lofty  and  isolated 
bill  (a  good  landmark).  Ascending  from  bend  of  river  a  low  rocky  ridge  followed  by  a 
stream  is  crossed  at  about  2£  miles.  Pass  a  small  spring  of  clear  water  on  risrht,  and  after 
that  at  4  miles  cross  two  ridges,  divided  by  several  small  streams.  Descending  tt.'eply  to 
the  5th  mile,  cross  another  low  ridge  at  the  6th  mile.  At  near  8  miles  cross  the  broad  ilry 
bed  of  a  stream  and  three  low  ridges  in  succession.  Shortly  after  this  there  lies  on  t lie  light 
a  little  valley  or  basin,  almost  entirely  surrounded  by  high  and  precipitous  trap  recks  through 
wioh  the  frontier  line  dividing  the  Turkish  and  Persian  territories  parses.  Hence  it  i*  a 
little  more  than  8  miles  to  Khanikin,  the  frontier  town  of  Turkish  Iran,  and  a  quarai.tine 
station.     Khanikin  is  garrisoned  by  a  detachment  of  hM)  regular  infantry,     Supplies,  none. 

30.  Baghdad 


91 


600 


From  Khanikin,  rid  Kiz;l   Rubat,  Sheraban, 
Vakobia,  and  Orta  Khan  to  Baghdad  is  91  mil<  s, 
making  a  total  of  500  from  Tihran  {vide  appen- 
dix). 
The  Shah  drbve  over  the  latter  part  of  this  road,  from  Karmanshah  to  Baghdad,  in  a 
carriage,  when  he  visited  the  shrine  at  Kerbela. 

The   distances  given  in  this  route  very  greatly  from  those  given  by  Bellew. 
lie  makes  it : 

From  Tihran  to  Hamad  an,  218  miles,  instead  of  187 : 

From  Ha  mad  an  to  Karma"  shah,  WYl  miles,  instead  of  103  : 

From  Karmanshah  to  Kbanikin,  151  miles,  instead  of  119: 
a  difference  of  nearly  1(H)  mils  in  the  distance  between  Tihnin  and  Khanikin.    Bellew's dis- 
tances seem  excessive  ;  for  at  the  very  most  the  total  distance  cannot  be  as  much  as  4oU  miles. 


Route  No.  385. 

Tihran  to  Bi'shahr,  via  Post  Road. 
Authority, — Trotter;  Taylor;  Clerk;  Hardy;  Pklly. 


Stage  or  halting  piece. 


Distavci,  nr  mi  lis. 


1.   KlxXsAOfBD 


Interme- 
diate. 


24 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


24 


Pin  ct ion  S.  Leaving  the  Panvaza-i-Nau 
of  Tihian.  the  rra  I  runs  over  a  iu..gh  plain,  in 
places  cultivated,  parsing  at  3 J  miles  the  village 
of   Kiioja  Ali  on  the  left,  at  100  yards,  beyond 
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Route  No.  385— confd. 
Tihrdn  to  Bushahr,  via  Post  Road— could . 


8ta(«  or  halting  place. 


T>XBf A*CI.  DC  MZLBB. 


Interme- 
diate 


Total. 


Description,  Ac, 


which  there  is  good  running  water.  The  large  village  and  caravansarai  with  other  villam 
among  gardens  and  trees  3  miles  off  the  road  to  therisrht.  A -small  mad  fort  cm  tied  KaV 
i-Khoja  Alf  is  passed  on  the  left  at  6  miles,  and  then  there  is  a  slight  descent  over  a  barrc 
plain  to  the  cultivated  valley  of  Karisak  .  at  10  miles,  in  which  is  situated  the  small 
weakly-walled  village  of  the  same  name,  and  many  other  villages  among  poplar*  ant 
walled  gardens.  Encamping  grounds  for  troops  in  the  plain,  near  the  caravanaarai,  or  on  t  v 
ridge  above.  Beyond  this  the  road  crosses  the  valley  for  3  miles,  said  to  be  marshy  in  «pr*\:, 
and  passing  over  several  small  watercourses,  reaches  at  13  miles  the  caravanaarai  ami  va£rd 
gardens  of  Husainabad.  It  then  enters  some  small  hills,  and  passing  ova  a  hi?h  <Jr» 
plateau,  crosses  a  small  range  of  steep  hills  and  enters  Kinaragird  plain.  The  whole  el  tl» 
above  march  good  for  wheels.  The  village  of  Kinoragird  is  in  ruins,  but  there  are  other  r  n.1 
inhabited  villages  in  cultivated  ground  close  to  the  caravansarai.  Supplies  limited,  ^i* 
from  a  blackish  stream  and  from  kan&ts.  An  intermediate  halt  may  be  made  at  the  vil 
Xarizak. 


2.  Hauz-i-SultXn 


••• 


24 


48 


Direction  S.  by  W.  The  first  3  miles  of  t*  * 
march  are  over  a  cultivated  valley  with*  f*s 
small  villages  and  several  small  swampy  waV*- 
courses  on  the  roal,  one  of  which  is  brkc- 
At  6  miles  an  unbridged  dry  river  bed  is  passed  in  hilly  country,  and  at  6  miles  a  fordablr  t;t- 
of  salt  water,  drunk  sparingly  by  some  horses,  is  crossed  by  a  masonry  bridge  of  fire  archf*  v  *  i 
a  broad  roadway.  The  road  here  enters  the  Dara-i-Malak-ul-Maut  pass,*  and  goes  for  <5  naT  * 
through  barren  hills  to  a  caravansarai  on  a  similarly  barren  plain,  at  12  miles-  (Ttier*  • 
another  road  more  to  the  W.)  Water  bitter  and  undrinkable.  Thence  for  8  miles  throir- 
similar  ranges,  with  one  rocky  descent  difficult  for  wheels.  The  last  4  miles  are  orw  *  • 
barren  plain,  in  the  midst  of  which  stands  the  fine  masonry  caravansarai  of  Hauz-?-Sa!tu. 
This  plain  is  said  to  be  muddy  after  rain.  Tolerable  water  can  be  got  from  a\  msv**.""- 
ccvsred  well  or  spring,  visible  4  miles  from  camp  80°  W.  of  S.  under  the  highest  hOl  of  L* 
range  to  the  right  of  the  road. 


3.   PuL-I-DaLAK 


24 


72 


Direction  S.  bv  W.    Road  very  ragjr*d  r  I 
difficult  in  the  defile.    Level  and  ptaetieeJbV  h 
plain  during  fine  weather.    The  first  mile  it  *»*• 
low  round  hummocks  to   a  dry   dAosafor,  ar- 
thence  for  14  miles  across  a  desert  plain  to  the  Sodrabad  carvansarai ;  at  15  mil**  •  mam~~ 
building  with  tolerable  water  from  a  large  vaulted  dbambdr.    Leaving  this  the  road  $*••• 
over  2  miles  of  the  same  plain,  and  thence  goes  for  7  miles  through  low  hilU  of  seurue  a* 
volcanic  recks  to  Pul-i-Dalak.    The  country  passed  over  a  part  of  the  Kavfr  or  Great  *a 
Desert  of  Persia.    The  road  is  nowhere  impassable  for  guns.    At  Pdl-i-Dalak  there  ii  a  canrr- - 
sarai  and  post-house  on  the  left  bank  of  a  small  stream,  with  salt  water,  drank  by  acme  e-.t    . 
and  crossed  by  a  masonry  bridge  of  eight  *mall  arches.    There  is  fair  drinking  water  at  l.f  ■  * 
vards  S.  E.  from  the  post-house.     Holes  2  feet  deep  have  to  be  dug  to  collect  it  in  a  *  -a 
stratum  of  gravel  below  the  clay.    No  supplies.    Encamp  on  river's  bank,  near  poat-houjc 

Direction  S.W.  by  8.  The  whole  r*f  •  • 
march  fit  for  wheels.  From  Ptfl-i-IV— 
the  road  passes  for  6  miles  over  level  clay  ••* 
sand  to  a  small  strongly  -walled  vilkgv 


15 


87 


•  ♦  • 


4.  Kuii     (intermediate 
and  testing  station 
of    Persian    Tele- 
graph), 
end  of  the  plain  with  a  caravansarai,  called  Kala-i-Fai/Abad,  where  there  is  a  well  of  r>m  * 
water,  just  drinkable.    Theree  through  low  hills  and  barren  valleys  to  the  plain  of  Kurt.  ♦.  * 
last  mile  being  along  the  left  bank  of  a  river  bed  containing  l:ttl*  water,  and  running  tSr  - 
cultivated  country.     At  15  miles  the  road  crosses  thi*  river  by  a  masonry  bridge  oi  am*  * 
eight  low  arches  and  enters  Kutn.     Encamp  near  bririge  amidst  cultivation. 


•  "  Pass  of  the  Angel  of  Death. 
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Route  No.  385 — contd, 
TiKrdn  to  Bfohahr,  vid  Pont  Road — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  plaoe. 


Din Airom,  xv  xxlu. 


Intent)  ft- 

diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Jfce. 


6.  PasangXn 


(For  description  of  Rdm,  see  article  "  Kum.") 
16  103  Direction    S.E.    by    S.    Road    at    starting 

very  difficult  during  rainy  weather.  The  road 
leaving  Ktim  on  the  S.  side  passes  through 
streets  of  ruins,  and  over  a  plain,  cultivated  for  5 
miles,  and  then  barren  and  stony,  and  reaches  at  10  miles  the  village  of  Langar  Rud,  on  a  small 
quick-running  stream  of  good  water.  The  village  has  some  gardens  and  cultivation,  and  is 
remarkable  for  two  very  fine  "  gaz  "  trees.  The  road  thence  runs  parallel  to  the  hills  on  the 
right,  over  a  barren  stony  plain  to  camp.  The  large  masonry  caravansarai  and  post-house  of 
Fasangan  are  situated  in  an  open  stony  plain.  No  supplies  procurable.  Water  from  two 
large  dbambdrt,  drinkable,  but  requiring  straining,  as  it  is  full  of  animals.  Encamp  on  the 
gravelly  plain  near  sarai.  No  village  nearer  than  Langarud,  which  would  be  the  best  place  for 
troops  marching  from  Kum  to  encamp  at,  making  Shurab  the  next  stage. 


6.  Sin-bin 


plain  to  12  milts,  where 


24 


127 


General  direction  8.S.E.  The  road  from 
the  last  camp  passes  along  the  base  of  the 
hills,  and  crosses  a  small  stream  of  running  water 
at  3  miles,  after  which  it  traverses  a  level  stonv 

it  crosses  a  riverbed  with  a  little  running  water,  brackish,  but  drunk 

by  cuttle,  to  a  dilapidated  caravansarai,  called  Shurab  after  the  stream.  The  latter  runs 
through  a  raf  her  deep  bed  with  steep  sides,  but  the  crossing  on  the  road  is  an  easy  one.  Good 
water,  almost  sweet,  is  to  be  got  from  a  small  spring  running  towards  the  caravansarai 
from  the  S.  and  irrigating  a  tew  fields.  The  hills  are  distant  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
Shurab,  and  like  the  country  generally  are  barren  and  stony,  consisting  of  coar*e  conglomerate, 
overlying  clay  and  breaking  away  in  great  masses.  From  Shurab  the  road  follows  the  above* 
mentioned  sweet  spring  for  half  a  mile,  and  then  goes  through  small  steep  ranges  of  clay  hills 
to  19  miles,  where  there  is  a  mined  village  and  good  water  in  a  kandt  close  to  the  road. 
Thence  a  barren  stonv  plain  to  camp.  The  last  mentioned  kandt  is  taken  along  parallel 
to  the  road  for  3  miles,  then  fills  a  tank  and  turns  off  to  the  left  through  an  avenue  of 
young  trees  to  villages  1£  miles  off  the  road.  The  whole  of  the  above  march  is  heavv 
with  dust  and  stones,  but  fit  for  wheels.  At  Sin-sin  there  are  two  caravansarais.  The  hills 
are  at  2J  miles  3.  of  the  caravansarai,  and  several  streams  are  brought  thence  in  kandt*, 
one  of  which  supplies  excellent  water  to  a  vaulted  cistern  at  the  caravansarai.  Watercourse 
crosses  road  between  post-house  and  village.  There  are  five  or  six  small  villages  dotted  about 
the  plain  at  no  great  distance,  but  little  cultivation.  Water  good  during  latter  part  of  March. 
Encamp  on  banks  of  stream  or  near  caravansarai.    Supplies  must  be  got  from  Kashan. 


7.  Kashan  (Telegraph 
station). 


25 


152 


General  direction  S.S.E.  Road  level 
and  good  until  near  Kashan,  where  it  becomes 
difficult  from  the  light  sandy  soil.  The  plain 
is  generally  barren,  but  there  are  villages  and 
cultivation  along  the  bottom  of  the  hills  to  the  right.  At  7  miles  pass  water  and  culti- 
vation at  the  small  caravansarai  and  village  of  Kasimabad.  At  11  miles  it  reaches 
the  small  town  of  Nasarabad  in  cultivated  country  to  the  left.  The  town  is  said  to  have 
a  small  bazaar,  its  houses  being  of  mud,  many  of  them  double-storied,  with  rounded 
roofs.  There  is  a  masonry  caravansarai  on  the  road  with  bdlakhdnas  outside  the  town, 
and  two  masonry*covered  tanks  which,  however,  rarely  contain  good  water.  A  better 
supply  can  be  got  from  a  spring  said  to  exist  outside  the  town  on  the  N.E.  side. 
All  the  country  up  to  the  hills,  at  3  miles  S.W.,  is  irrigated,  and  there  are  several 
small  villages  in  sight.  The  road  thence  passes  over  a  partially-cultivated  plain  with 
many  villages  in  sight,  and  at  13£  miles  reaches  two  contiguous  villages  Bahlun  and 
Aliabdd,  the  latter  a  large  village,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a  small  fort  with  high 
walls  and  towers   at  the  four  corners.    At  16 J  miles  there  is  a  village  called  NushAbad 
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on  the  left,  with  a  conspicuous  blue-domed  imamzdda,  and  a  good  deal  of  cultivation  a."  J 
trees.     Beyond  this,  at  IS  miles,  there  is  a  newly -constructed  dbumbdr,  occasion*  ly  mi*. 
close  to  wnich  there  is  good  running  water  in   a  kandt  60  yards  off  the  raid,  the  dr-c  •  t 
into  which  is  by  steps,  about  50  feet  deep.     A  few  mile-*  farther  on  two  roads  lead  toe*:* 
at  Kashan.     Kashan  is  a  large  irregularly  built  town  with  high  walls  of  mud.  whirh  »:• 
flanked  by  buttresses,  generally  in  ruins.    On  the  S.  side  these  walls  are  surrouiuhil    \  \    » 
ditch,  and  the  whole  is  falling  to   pice*.     The  trade  and  manufacture*  are  eniwiiV*  a' « •. 
consisting  of  carpets,  copper  utensils,  and  silks,  and  the  water-supply  is  good,  hting  drawn  tr«*. 
a  few  wells  and  from  three  kandt*,  one  coming  from  Fin,  a  well-known  garden  and  ri  r 
of  Shah  Abbas,  distant  4  miles  •  one  fr^m  Xa«arabad  ;  and  the  third  from  the  hills.     Ka-V  i- 
contains  a  telegraph  office,  a  large  building  in  a  walled  garden  outside  the  Parwji  a-i-lw   . 
and  several  dravansarais.     Two  rca  Is  lead  to  the  town  fiom  the  direction  of  $tn-xin  ;  :   • 
first  follows  the  telegraph  posts  to  the  telegraph  office;  and  the  second,  a  hollow  n  ad.  Vm* 
off  to  the  right,  and  passing  through  various  gardens  enters  one  of  the  western    %.  at'-»    v 
goes  through  a  line  oi  tine  bazaars  to  the  Parwa?a-i- Daolat  at  the  E.  end.  Stipplie*  ai»n?'>.     * 
of  every   kind.     Encamping   ground  1   mile  S.   of  city,  near  watercourse  iLwiog  tl*r»  ■.. 
plantations. 


8.   KoHfitJD 


30 


1S2 


General    direction    S.  by    E.    to  er*tr*ir*  « ' 
Dara-i-Duzd an  pass,  thence  8.  by  W.     1m»»  . 
dulating.     Easy  ascent  over   btonr    gruuti 
first  5  miles,   thence  rugged   the  wb«»V  »av  ♦ 
stage.     Leaving   Ka<h.in  telegraph   office,  the  road  runs  along  a   narrow  ca»i^w.t%»*l     •  «: 
between  the  city  and  the  liiiun-i-Shahr,  a  large  suburb,  and  then  passing  seve*al  *t\ 
mills,  crosses  a  stony  plain  to  a  ruined  village  at  4  miles,  wheie  there   Ls  a  g»«*i  »tT.  .r» 
of  watir.     Thence  it  goes   over   the  same  plain,  gradually   ascending  toward*  tin*  h  'U     - 
the  right,  and  at  13  miles  entets  the  Para-i-Puzdan   Fas  with  a  small  fortifird  villa.*   ri 
its  entrance,  and  ascends  gradually  to  Ciahnibad,   a  small  caravansatai  at    lo  mile*.      7.  ■ 
Teal  is  in  placs  reeky,  and  runs  along  the  left  bank  of  a  deep  ravin**  to   a  small  <"■••■■ 
commanding  the  pass  on  which  the  ciravansarai  is  built.     The  water  at  the  bottom  of  the      i '. 
is  good,  but  leaves  a  fhiek  white  deposit  on  the  bank.     The  road  then  enters  and  folIiur»  tl  ■ 
of  this  nala ;  high   mountains  on  the  left,  arsd  a  less  elevated  flat-topped  lilge  along  *  : 
infantry  mi^ht  march.     To  the  right,  at"22  miles,  the  river  is  closed  by  a  dam,  fornttitg  a  * 
sheet  of  water  in  the  spring.     If  this  bank  were  to  burst,  Ka*han  and  surrounding  r»»v  * 
would  be  inundated.     Head  passes  along  right  margin  of  the  1  ike.     The  ascent  here  U  *t*»  p 
roughly  paved,  but  guns  could  be  dragged  over  it.     At  25  miles  the  valley  Ofnn*  «Mt,  f  »nti    _ 
a  fine  open  plateau,  surrounded  by  hills.      The    road  follows  a   valley  to  the  riirht.  « 
which  flows  the  stream  from  K oh- Kud  toGaVabad,  and  shoi  tly  after  enters  the  tin*-  t.--.  ».  ■- 
gardens  and  cultivation  of  the  latter.     The  water  in  the  brook  here  and  at  K<»u-Kud  u   ' 
from  the  white  precipitate  observed  farther  down.     Koh-Kud  is  a  large  rich  villas*,  lui't  • 
the  side  of  the  steep  bare  hills  to  the  right  of  the  real,  in  the  arc  of  a  cvclc,  the  Ci.«  »•  .  • 
which  is  occupied  by  a  small  caravansa*ai  and  post-house,  and  an  old  fort  on  an  ena   • 
Ihe  valley  below  the  vil'ago  is  about  half  a  mile   wide,  and  is  filled  with  china-*.  ]»  i  t« 
and  fruit  trees  ;  above  the  village  the  valley  opens  to  a  mile  wide,  and  is  carefully  rutlita**- 
terraces   irrigated  by  the  stieam  running   towards  Gabrabad,  which  *ill  W*  w.tirt-1  t»  '   . 
There  are  large  herds  of  goats  and  sheep  at  the  village.     Encamping  ground  forMuail  font  . 
road  of  road  on  slopes  of  hills. 


9.  Son        (Telegraph 
station). 


18 


200 


General   direction   S.W.      Head    irnt%! ;  •.*. . 
near   top   of    pass.     From    Koh  Kn  I  the    »  - 
follows    the    va'ley    of    the    Itahrnbad    •,!■■•■■ 
which   disappears  at   3  mile*.      TU»   a^'-i    ■ 
gentle  at  first,  but  becomes  rather  steep  near  the  top  of  the  pass  at  5  miles.     From  tni*  j-  u 
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the  road  descends  slowly  through  high  valleys  surrounded  by  gently  sloping  hills,  and  com- 
muniratintf  with  each  other  by  gorges  with  precipitous  hills  on  ea*h  side.  There  is  a  little 
^'i  «*i  water  in  a  marshy  spnng  at  7  miles,  and  a  good  stream  at  9  miles,  which  is  a  favourite 
h:i!ting-placrt  for  mules.  The  ioal  thence  runs  through  a  narrow  valley  shut  in  by  barren 
hills.  Leaving  this  it  passes  over  several  ranges  of  small  round  hills,  and  crossing  a  stream  of 
tolerable  water  at  15  miles,  enters  the  valley  of  Sob,  described  above.  Soh  consists  of  two 
conM«lera''  le  walled  villages  built  on  slight  eminences  and  a  large  brick  caiavansa:ai  in  rear  of 
the  s  j  ace  bit  ween  tlum.on  the  roucrh  rising  ground  towards  the  hills  about  a  quarter  of  a 
m'le  ofT.  The  village  wails  are  flanked  by  towers,  and  the  houses  are  I  nop  holed  for  musketry. 
Tl  e*e  villages  arc  built  in  an  itrigated  valley  running  N.  2<>°  E.,  and  S.  20°  \V.f  and 
hounded  to  trie  W.  by  a  high  and  bold  range  of  hills  running  off  into  a  more  rounded  and 
lower  range  towards  the  S.  end  of  the  valley.  The  latter  is  divided  diagonally  by  a  nala, 
2<i'  or  3D'  wide  and  difficult,  to  cross,  which  irrigates  the  fields  and  supplies  the  villages 
with  water.     There  is  a  telegraph  station. 


10.  MubchasXb 


25 


225 


General  direction  S.E.  Road  level  and 
good  across  a  wide  barren  plain.  Leaving  Soh 
the  road  crosses  the  mila  at  the  lower  village  by 
a  high  causeway  with  a  small  waterway,  both 
bank  high  and  abrupt.  At  5 J  miles  the  road  passes  the  village  of  Dih-Lur,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  nala,  and  leaving  the  latter  on  the  right,  parses  over  a  wide  barren  plain,  on 
which  at  16  miles  is  an  dbumbdr,  which  generally  contains  good  rain-water.  From  thw 
point  Mdrchakar  is  distant  7  miles  across  the  same  plain.  Murchakar  is  a  lar^e  fortified 
village,  walls  about  5lH>  to  7<'0  yards  long  and  flanked  by  round  towers.  There  is  another 
large  village  about  1  ,«*)«)  yards  off,  and  several  extensive  walled  gardens  near  the  post-bouse 
and  caravansarai.  The  water-supply  is  from  a  canal  which  is  parsed  just  before  reaching 
the  cara\ansarai.  It  is  said  to  be  biaokish,  but  is  hardly  appreciably  bo.  The  village  is 
Mt tinted  on  a  wide  plain  1J  miles  S.E.  of  some  small  hills.  Supplies  scarce.  Encamp  in 
plain  near  caiavansarai  or  beyond  village. 

11.  Gaz 


24 


249 


General  direction  S.E.  »by  E.  Road  good 
and  level  the  whole  way.  A  few  undulations  in 
detile  at  7  miles.  Soil  first- half  of  march 
gravelly;  second-half  alluvial.  From  IMurcha- 
kar  the  read  leads  across  a  barren  plain,  passing  a  canal  with  water  at  2  miles,  and  at  5 
uii'e*  a  fine  old  caravansarai,  no  longer  in  use,  called  Madar-i-Shah,  after  Shah  Abbas' 
mother,  who  is  said  to  have  built  it.  There  is  an  dbumbdr  of  rain-water  here.  The  road 
thence  crosses  alow  range  of  hills  and  descends  into  another  wide  dry  plain  without  land- 
marks or  features  of  any  kind  up  to  It)  miles,  where  there  is  a  mud  rdhddrkhdna  with  a 
go«l  stream  of  brackish  water  and  numerous  kandt  s  miming  towards  a  cultivated  valley 
t«»  the  left  front.  At  22  miles  the  village  of  Gurg&b  and  other  villages  in  cu'tivated  country. 
Gaz  i<  a  large  village  with  walls  flanked  by  round  towers,  fof  mini:  an  enclosure  about  800 
bv  5'M)  yards,  with  a  caravansarai  and  po>t- house  at  a  short  distance  situated  in  a  plain 
watered  by  kandt*.  Encamp  on  plain  near  cartvansaiai.  Supplies  none  ;  must  be  procured 
from  Isfahan.    Water  tolerably  good  and  plentiful. 

12.  Ispahan  (Telegraph 
station). 


12 


2ul 


General  direction  S.  Road  level  over  allu- 
vial plain,  much  cut  up  by  irrigation  and  water- 
courses.  At  2  miles  a  line  of  deep  kandt  crosses 
road.  At  3  miles  extensive  mud  ruins  along 
left  Cross  several  watercourses,  and  at  5 J  miles  a  mud  fort.  Several  canals  between  this 
and  8th  mile,  where  cross  by  bridge,  in  good  repair,  a  fine  canal  irrigating  surrounding  culti- 
vation. Thence  pass  through  long  lines  of  mud  enclosures  and  other  ruins,  which  extend 
close  to  the  city  walls.    The  Zaindarud  at  Isfahan  is  nearly  200  yards  broad ;  it  is  crossed  by 
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several  bridges.    On  the  S.  of  it,  near  the  Armenian  burial  ground,  is  a  fine  open  space  fir 
an  army  to  encamp.     Supplies  of  every  kind  plentiful. 
(For  description  of  Isfahan,  see  article  "  Isfahan.  ") 

Note, — Another  account  makes  all  the  stages  rather  shorter,  the  total  distance  according  *» 
it  being  only  232  miles  o.  261  miles. 


13.  Mayas 


30 


291 


Leaving  the  Armenian  suburb  of  Jul  fa.  the 
passes  over  a  barren  plain,  sloping  down  to«a-(S 
the  town  from  the  hills  known  a*  Kob-i-Sars> 
Thence  across  a  low  undulating  range  of  «tirj 
hills  into  a  valley  containing  several  villages,  and  said  to  be  swampv  in  spring.  At  S  mil  « 
there  are  a  post-house  and  caravansarai  at  Marg,  both  small  mud  buildings  with  an  amfmir*e 
good  rain-water.  About  a  mile  further  on  the  road  passes  through  a  small  raagu  of  pr  - 
eipitous  hills,  entering  at  11  miles  the  pass  known  as  the  Kotal-i-  Urchin.  The  L>  § 
here  are  generally  precipitous,  with  the  exception  of  the  range  at  right  angles  to  t:- 
road,  which  almost  closes  the  mouth  of  the  pass,  and  is  easily  accessible  by  infantry  -t 
mule  guns.  The  road  through  the  pass  is  rather  steep,  the  reck  in  places,  a*  im;»litO  - 
the  name  Urchin,  being  cut  into  steps.  It  would  not  be  impossible  to  drsv?  guns  or-r 
it,  but  there  is,  I  heard,  a  better  roai  known  as  the  Camel  Road,  avoiding  the  pass.  A  wmtca- 
tower  and  dbumbdr  of  good  water  at  the  top  of  the  pass  are  reached  at  13  miles.  Th- 
read thence  descends  through  a  valley  from  300  to  500  yards  broad,  with  steep,  aad  of v; 
precipitous,  hills  on  each  side.  From  about  16  miles  the  valley  widens  to  from  o  to  ?  by. '« 
broad,  and  is  open  and  flat  for  the  rest  of  the  march,  narrowing  again  to  about  1  mile  Um  ar  i« 
Mayar,  at  30  miles.  This  village  is  an  irregular  polygon,  surrounded  by  high  wails  «n£ 
loophoed  towers,  and  is  situated  among  gardens  and  cultivation,  immediately  under  th*%t«*i> 
rocky  range  to  the  left  of  the  valley.  There  is  a  small  post-house  outside  the  village,  with  a  p«J 
well  and  a  large  masonry  caravansarai,  one  of  the  finest  in  Persia.  Many  of  the  houses  arr 
in  ruins.    Water  plentiful ;  supplies  limited. 


14.  EOmibhIh  (Tele- 
graph station). 


ling  of  villages.    The 


16 


307 


Leaving  Mayar,  the  road  crosses  a  wide  harm 
plain  surrounded  by  hills,  to  a  small  carav«n*an; 
called  Aty&b  Shah,  where  water  is  brought  « 
kandts.  From  here  to  camp  there  is  a  »pr.tTi 
ast  2  miles  are  over  rough  ground,  and  two  bridged  nalas  a-» 
passed.  Kumishah  is  reached  at  16  miles  *  considerable  walled  town  with  good  water  fi--n 
kandts.  Several  small  caravansarais  and  a  telegraph  station,  situated  quarter  of  a  mile  fma 
a  precipitous  range  of  hills  to  the  left  of  the  valley.    Supplies  of  all  kinds  procurable. 

15.  MamGdbboi     ... 


16 


323 


General  direction  S.  by  E.  Leaving  Kdme*rai 
by  S.  gate,  the  road  passes  through  g»ni»nv 
Ac.,  ana  then  over  a  wide  cultivated  vslh-y  •..■ 
Kishira,  a  walled  village,  with  a  ckapertk*™. 
in  cultivated  country.  Maks&dbeei,  after  which  this  chaparkkdna  is  named,  is  a  w*Ur*J 
village  like  a  fort,  quarter  of  a  mile  further  on,  and  close  under  the  precipitous  hilU  oo 
the  left  of  the  valley.  Good  crops  of  wheat  and  barley  are  grown  here,  and  the  villages  art 
all  supplied  with  water  by  kan&U,  and  have  each  a  few  plough-bullocks. 


16.  TaSDIKHAST 


••• 


20 


343 


General  direction  8.  by  E.  Rr«d  go*! 
and  level.  Beyond  Maksudbegi  the  ctmntri  .» 
cultivated  for  3  miles,  beyond  which,  at"  13 
mile*,  is  Aminabadj  a  deserted  village  with » 
masonry  caravansarai  built  by  Shah  Abbas,  fast  falling  into  ruins.  This  is  the  last  villa** 
in  Irak,  and  the  road  at  a  short  distance  beyond  it,  enters  the  province  of  Fars,  The  gmni 
thence  undulates  slightly  towards  the  Yazdikhaat  nala,  and  the  road  descends  the  nteripibni 
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bank  of  the  latter  by  a  gentle  slope  close  to  a  mosque.  The  bottom  of  the  nala  is  3«X) 
yards  broad,  flat  and  carefully  cultivated.  There  is  good  water  in  the  stream,  a  caravansarai 
close  to  the  right  bank,  and  a  chapar khdna,  or  post-house,  on  the  left  bank  at  the  end  of 
the  tongue  of  land  on  which  the  village  is  situated.  The  latter  occupies  the  whole  of 
the  top  of  an  abrupt  block  of  conglomerate  in  the  valley  of  the  river,  300  yards  long,  and 
connected  with  the  left  bank  by  a  bridge.  The  main  street  is  a  small  tunnel-like  road  built 
over  with  houses.  There  was  formerly  another  entrance  at  the  far  end  of  the  rock,  but  the 
latter  has  broken  away,  leaving  a  drop  of  70  feet.  No  water  in  the  village.  The  road  crosses 
tin*  nala  by  a  causeway,  and  ascends  the  right  bank  at  the  caravausarai.  The  ascent  is 
rather  steep  through  blocks  of  conglomerate  surrounded  by  limestone. 


17.  SflULGISTAN 


24 


307 


Direction  S.E.  by  £.  Road  crosses  a  barren 
plain  with  a  range  of  high  hills  about  10 
miles  to  right.  No  villages  or  water  before 
Shulgistan.     A  compact  village,  surrounded  by 

stone  walls  and  buttresses,  which  are  generally  overtopped  by  the  upper  stories  of  the  houses. 

A  post-house  outside  the  village  with  good  water  from  kandts.    Supplies  scarce. 


IS.  Abadeh     (Tele- 

GKAPH  STATION). 


21 


383 


I  General  direction  S.E.  Road  crosses  a  similar 
j  plain  to  that  on  last  march.  At  15  miles 
there  is  a  kandt  said  to  contain  good  water,  and 
at  16  mile*  a  canal  20  ranis  from  the  road, 
with  gK>d  water  near  mined  village  of  Ilusaimibad.  Shortly  beyond  this  cultivation  com- 
uii'nces,  and  continues  all  the  way  to  camp.  From  18  miles  road  passes  walled  gardens  cf 
Ab-ideh  ;  the  latter  is  a  strong  fort,  with  high  biick  walls  with  two  tiers  of  loopholes,  and 
flankod  by  well-built  burj.  It  is  in  form  a  parallelogram  about  350  by  60  yards  with  two 
gates  connected  by  a  wide  street.  Part  of  the  houses  are  inside  this  tort,  which,  with  the 
p  >*t- house  and  another  walled  enclosure,  form  thive  sides  of  a  square,  the  fourth  being 
tided  by  the  un walled  village.  There  is  another  large-wailed  village,  Karfinabad,  1  mile  E. 
Encamp  in  plain,  near  gardens  nil*  right.  Water  on  march  from  streams  and  aqueducts. 
At  Abadeh  plentiful  from  numerous  watercourses.     Supplies  of  all  kinds  procu table. 


19.  S6BMAK  . 


1C 


404 


General  direction  S.  E.  Road  level  and  good 
th<?  whole  way,  rather  winding  for  first  10 
miles  ;  soil  gravelly.  From  Abadeh  a  cultivated 
valley  is  traversed,  in  which,  under  the  hill 
on  the  left  at  3  miles,  is  the  village  of  Husainah.ul,  similar  to  that  of  Kariinabad,  with  gar- 
den*. At  5  miles  there  is  a  stony  walled  village  called  YakuhaLad  on  the  road,  and  a  few  miles 
further  is  Aminabad,  a  brick-walled  enclosure,  with  buttresses  a. id  extensive  gardens.  At  12 
in  ile*  »tony  hillocks  begin  on  the  right,  and  cultivation  beyond  this  is  con  lined  to  the  left  of 
t;je  road,  where  villages  and  gardens  are  almost  e  nitinuous  to  Surmak.  Toe  latter  is  a  large 
village,  with  po<»t-hou*e  built  with  high  wails  rat^r  out  of  repair  in  the  shape  of  a  paral- 
b  logram  ;each  face  has  four  round  towers  couiicutjd  by  curtains  of  about  •>'*  \a;ds.  A  wi-a'Jy- 
w ailed  suburb  outside  the  main  wall  on  the  S.  side  cou tains  a  few  houses.  The  cultiva 
tioa  of  the  village  extends  to  the  hills  which  are  about  half  a  mile  distant  to  the  X.,  a 
wide  stony  plain  on  the  right  of  the  road  bounding  it  to  the  S.  Encamp  in  plain.  No  water 
ou  march.   At  Stirmak  plentiful  and  good  from  kandts.    Supplies  scarce. 


20.  Khan-i-KobX 


20 


424 


General    direction    S.E.     and    S.S.E.    Road 
good     over  gravelly   soil,    by    ea>y  undulations. 
The  gardens  cf  Surmak  a -id  Fa-/u.>ul  ioll.»w  ti»e 
r<al   for   a   mile    to   where   it   ent'i*  the   hills 
,  ■  and    J  asses  along  a   narrow    let  el    valley.      The 

hills  near  the  road  are   steep    rocky  ridges  running  pat  all  el  to    the  nad,  and  separated 
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from  each  other  by  narrow  valleys  similar  to  that  traversed  by  the  mad. 
gradually  widens,  and  at  10  miles  passes  a  small  fort  1£  miles  to  the  right  of  the 
to  have  plenty  of  water,  and  to  be  inhabited  by  Arabs.    The  hills  are  inhabited  bv 
Kashkai  and  other  Iliate.    Beyond  this,  the  valley  is  5  miles  broad,  barren  and 
several  dry  watercourses  are  passed  with  rather  steep  ascents  and  descents.     No 
I  passed,  but  stone  collected  at  the  bottoms  to  improve  crossings.    Good  spring 
Khan-i-Kora  carvansarai,  which  is  a  large  hexagonal  masonry  building  with  sides 
and  small  towers  at  the  angles.     There  is  also  a  mud  po*t-house.     (Country  wild* 
and  barren.     Encamp  in  plain  close  by.    No.  supplies.    No  water  on  march. 


The  t»;t 

roavL 


stony,  a? . 
water  ty 
at  v-- 
of  55  fV- 


21.  Deh-Bid    (Tblb- 
gbaph  station). 


18 
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Direction    S.W.     by   S.    After     the     *:.. 
mile    the  road  ascends  steadily  to  the  to?«2< 

range  of  round  barren  hills  reached   at  ^  rK 


and  then  crossing  a  barren  moariaxd  desa:> 
to  Din-Bid.  A  telegraph  office  and  post-house,  but  no  village.  The  country  is  oa£itV~:r 
with  plenty  of  good  spring  water,  and  a  good  deal  of  land  cultivated  by  nomad  Iliate  *h»  i ' 
talk  Tiirki,  and  have  large  flocks  of  sheep  and  goats.  The  whole  of  this  mad.  with  a  a::  - 
labour,  would  be  fit  for  wheels.    Encamp  near  post-house,  on  banks  of  a  clear  stream. 


22.    MubohXb 


••• 


28 
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General  direction  8.S.E.  Road  tram** 
similar  low  ranges  of  barren  hills  pa**;r 
at  9  miles  a  spring  in  which  the  supply  U"  v&v 
is  said  to  be  uncertain.  At  1SJ  miles"  it  cn»~* 
a  small  bridge  over  a  brook,  and  at  16  miles  a  more  considerable  stream,  into  which  thef.tr>" 
runs,  by  a  broad  masonry  bridge  of  five  arches.  On  the  right  bank  of  this  stream  tb-r  •< 
the  large  masonry  caravansarai  of  Khana  Kargam,  somewhat  ruined.  Passing  thtt  on  ♦•> 
left,  the  road  ascends  some  round-topped  hills  by  rather  a  steep  gradient,  and  desom.  ^ 
slightly  thence  goes  up  the  bed  ot  a  nala  to  the  top  of  another  range.  This  asotnt  U  » 
first  long  and  gradual,  but  steep  towards  the  top.  It  might,  however,  easily  be  made  fc:  f  - 
wheels.  From  this  hill  the  road  descends  into  a  flat-bottomed  dry  riverbed,  in  which  *l  1 
miles  there  is  a  well  containing  water  at  which  caravans  often  halt.  At  this  point  the  ?  ■%! 
climbs  the  hill  to  the  right,  a  steep  ascent,  and  descends,  the  latter  through  a  rvckr  t**» 
which,  although  rough,  might  be  male  practicable  for  wheels.  The  de*o*nt  tbtai  u 
camp  is  almost  all  the  way  stony  and  rough.  At  26  miles  a  fine  stream  is  suddenly  re- 
duced by  a  spring  on  the  left  of  the  road,  which  runs  with  great  force.  »*i 
waters  the  villages  of  Kadirabad  and  Mnrghab.  Both  these  are  large  rich  villages,  th»  Ut*?* 
having  a  post-house  built  against  the  edge  of  a  dry  flat  plateau  running  oat  into  the  vaDft  . 
the  latter  is  swampy.     The  best  ground  to  encamp  is  above  the  village. 


23.    KowXmXbXd 


••• 


18 
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General    direction     S.    by  W.     The    r*l 
for  1  mile  crossed  a  profusely  irrigated  i<U.> 
and  thence  crossing  a  low  range  reach**!  t  - 
village  of  Deh-i-Nau  at  1^  miles— about  5*»  i« 
topped  mud  houses  in  a  small  cultivated  valley  irrigated  by  a  stream.    The    road  full.vi 
this  stream  through  another  valley,  and  at  5  miles  enters  the  wide  cultivated  plain  in  wtar. 
is  the  fine  sarcophagus  known  as  Masjid-Madar-i-Snlaiman,  said  by  Mussulmans  to  be  •!• 
tomb  of  Solomon's  mother,  and  by  Xenophon,  that  of  Cyrus  the  Great.     The  village,  ralii 
after  the  tomb,  which  is  passed  at  5£  miles,  consists  of  50  or  60  flat-roofed  huts  sarrrar1*. 
by  tents.     The  inhabitants  are  lliats,  Turks,  and  Arabs  mixed,  who  own  large  herds  of  <■:«'* 
and  engage  a  good  deal  in  cultivation.    They  have  a  bad  reputation  as  thieves.    Bevnnd  t.v 
the    road   enters    a  remarkable  pass  between     precipitous    hills,      through   which    6iv« 
a  small   stream,  a  tributary  of  the   Pulwar,    towards   Kowauiabdd.    The  water  Is  p»«i 
knee-deep,  with   a  swift  current  after  two  nights'  rain  at   the  end  of  October.    The  r.e* 
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at  first  follows  the  bed  of  the  stream,  crossing  it  serveral  times  ;  bottom  good  ;  and  aftes 
1  mile  runs  along  the  right  bank.  The  hills  on  both  sides  are  precipitous  limestone  cliffs. 
Those  on  the  right  are  tremendously  high,  except  in  few  places  where  they  are  lower  and 
might  possibly  be  occupied  by  an  enemy.  The  top  of  the  cliffs  on  the  left  is  too 
far  off  and  too  high  to  he  so  occupied.  There  is  an  alternative  narrow  path  for  the  first 
mile  cat  out  of  the  cliffs  on  the  right  bank.  At  10  miles  the  ravine  opens  out  on  the  right 
bank,  and  the  road  runs  over  a  level  valley  1,000  yards  wide.  At  11  miles  precipitous  hills 
•eain  approach  on  the  light  bank,  and  for  \\ti\  yards  the  road  is  again  narrow  and  rocky. 
Thence  *n  open  plain  on  the  right  bank  to  12 J  miles,  stretching  away  for  2  miles  to  the 
right.  The  kills  round  this  valley  are  not  precipitous,  and  are  covered  with  a  thin  jungle 
of  thorn  trees.  At  12J  miles  there  is  a  third  rocky  passage  for  100  yards  between  the 
river  and  the  hills.  Here,  and  at  11  miles  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  an  artillery  road 
without  blasting  to  a  small  extent.  Beyond  this  the  road  and  river  run  through  a  rough 
valley  covered  with  a  thinjungle  of  thorn  trees,  and  bounded  to  the  right  at  1,000  yards  by 
a  lower  range  of  hill*.  Kandts  along  the  right  of  the  road  from  about  12 i \  miles  take 
water  to  Amfrabad  and  Kowamabod.  At  16  miles  the  valley  opens  up  left  and  rijrht,  and 
the  road  passes  over  a  richly  cultivated  plain  more  than  a  mile  broad  between  bold  rockv 
ranges,  near  the  base  of  which  there  are  colonies  of  Bakhtiaris  in  huts.  Gardens  and  poplar 
tree*  follow  the  course  of  a  canal  up  the  in  id. tie  of  the  valley,  near  which  the  road  to  Ko. 
wamabad,  at  18  miles,  is  heavy  with  mud  after  rain.  Kowamubad  is  a  large  walled  village 
6o  »  yards  square  with  big  round  buttresses  of  brick  and  a  gateway  at  the  S.  end.  It  is 
situated  at  a  mile  from  the  end  of  the  valley,  and  although  only  about  80  houses  are  in- 
tubited,  possesses  a  considerable  number  of  cattle.    There  is  a  post-house  outside  the  village* 


24.  Saidan 


15 
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General  direction  S.W.  The  road  runs 
through  the  same  valley  for  1  mile,  and  then 
along  the  right  bank  of  the  Pol  war  through  a 
gorge  to  the  left  between  high  precipitous  hills. 
At  8  miles  it  oroses  tht  ri  ver  by  a  masonry  bridge  of  five  arches.  Rout  way  broad  and  steep,  beside 
wVch  there  is  a  ford  just  passable  tor  infantry  after  rain  in  X-  v  »mber.  After  pas* in"  the 
r.v  r,  the  road,  which  up  to  this  point  is  frequently  heavy  with  mud,  passes  along  a  fine  level 
valley,  1,000  yards  wide,  with  precipitous  limestone  hills  on  each  side.  Part  of  the 
water  of  the  abovementioned  river  is  diverted  along  this  valley,  and  being  joined  bv 
other  springs,  forms  a  considerable  stream.  The  valley  run*  about  E.,  is  well  cultivated 
throughout,  and  is  about  1  mile  wide,  with  prmpitious  hills  to  the  right.  At  6  miles  the 
large  unwalled  village  of  Sivand  is  pa*sed,  built  on  the  slope  of  the  high  rockv  hills  on  the 
left  side  of  the  road.  There  are  about  200  houses  with  flat  roofs,  inhabits!  by  Lurs.  At 
8  miles  a  road  on  the  left  comes  from  the  old  village  of  Sivand,  now  in  ruin*,  and  is  sai  1 
to  cross  the  hill*  to  Kowsmabad,  but  10  be  steep,  stony,  and  unfit  for  laden  mules.  At  10 
miles  there  is  a  small  village  of  Lurs,  called  Ka*htoba,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  on  the 
right  of  the  roai,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  said  to  be  thieves.  Thence  the  main  road 
crosses  the  stream  at  a  small  tower-like  windmill,  and  the  roai  to  Saidan,  keeping  at  the  foot 
of  the  hills  on  the  left  of  the  valley,  passes  through  the  village  of  Saidan  to  the  post-house. 
This  is  an  unwalled  village,  inhabited  l>v  Lurs  a  -id  Shi  nisis,  consisting  of  about  100  houses 
of  mud  brick,  many  of  them  two-storied,  with  Hat  mud  roofs.  It  is  built  close  under  the  rockv 
mountains  on  the  N.  side  of  a  cultivated  valley,  \\  miles  broad,  in  which  there  are  several 
Tillages  in  sight,  and  large  herds  of  cuttle  and  goats.  The  walled  gardeas  of  the  village 
run  along  the  foot  of  the  hills  for  some  distance  to  the  east. 


85.  ZlBQAN 


•  •• 


28 


631 


General  direction  S.W.  The  road  from 
the  post  house  takes  a  short  cut  back  towards 
the  mtin  road  across  the  valley,  passing  over 
several    deep    and    muddy    irrigation  channels, 
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roughly  bridged  with  poles  and  reeds  and  ju«t  before  y»intag  the  tatter,  eTt>«e*t*.e  r 
which  run*  sharply,  more  than  knee-deep,  over  a  pebbly  bed ;  wa'er,  alont  IS  wt  br  ■  -: 
thence  goes  through  a  graveyard  with  a  few  ttees,  and  pa.-^.ng  a  large  walled  de>erte*:  i 
on  the  left,  and  the  village  of  H&jiabad,  under  the  hills,  on  the  right,  follows  a  tlat  irr  .- 
valley  with  the  river  on  the  left,  and  the  hills  on  the  right.  At  S  miles  the  r<.*f  .  _- 
crosses  the  river,  which  is  here  a  small  stream,  muddy  bottom,  knee- deep,  slow  enrrr:  \ 
banks  high,  except  at  the  ford  ;  and  after  pa-wing  some  sculptured  rock*  on  the  left.  ■ 
the  Persepolis  plain  or  plain  of  Marudasht.  Takht-i-Jam>hid  (Persepidi*)  is  about  5  m/!  » 
the  road  to  the  left.  At  11  miles  the  road  pa*»e*  th*»  large  village  of  Xbusht.  aid  ti  ■  • 
several  other  villages  in  sight  with  a  good  deal  of  cukl vat  ion.  The  whole  of  u  +  Per*  -• 
plain  is  watered  by  Jcandts,  and  both  it  and  the  road  are  heavy  with  mi  id  after  ruin.  A' 
miles  the  Bandamir  river  is  crossed  by  a  masonry  bridge  with  3  high  a  cVs.  T^»r  rivet  r 
strongly  at  the  bridge,  though  it  is  elsewhere  slow  ai.d'eep.  about  4o  feet  bn  ail.  wit  \  i 
banks,  10  feet  above  the  level  of  the  wa.er.  It  is  genoially  unf<  liable,  and  tie  wa'rr  f 
good.  The  road  from  the  river,  after  crossirg  a  barren  plain  for  G  mile*,  enters  ar.nt:  <r  . 
tivated  tract  of  country,  and  passing  under  some  high  hills  on  the  left  of  the  valley.  t»  •■ 
the  town  of  Zirgan.  The  latter  is  a  long  strati  tag  plac*  of  2.«  **)'  honses,  m«*t1y  ut.t-*:*  * 
with  flat  roofs,  built  close  up  to  a  chain  of  barren  rocky  monnta  ns  on  the  eastern  tnarpn  ; 
low  plain  full  of  gardens  and  cultivation.  The  main  street  is  narrow  and  filthy ,  with  a  '  •■: 
of  shops  scattered  through  it,  forming  a  bazaar  ^nid  to  be  well  supplied.  There  m  a  p»*t-  -• 
at  the  N.  end  of  the  town,  and  two  mud  enclosure*  in  the  main  -treot,  *erv  ng  the  pt  -•- 
of  caravansarais.  The  best  camping  ground  would  be  S.W.  of  the  town.  The  »*,'•: 
supply  is  from  wells. 
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26.   Shibaz     (Tele- 
gbafh  Station). 
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651     |     General     direction      W.8.W. ,      then 
by    W.       The  n  ad    to    Shirsiz    cn>ev* 
short  d:star.ce   the  «5Wj*mpy  vnllev  to 
of  tie  town  by  a  low   viaduct  a»d  a  -•  -•-    " 
small  culverts,  and  goes  thence  over  a  barren  stony  country,  pas^inir  a  in t>>*t  o  ■:.**-«  c 
water,  at  a  kardwalkhdna.     Ifteyond    this  it  pa^ea  ever  seveial  range*  uf  rvunded  »!•  • 
hills,  through  which  the  gradients  an*  easy,  and  the  track  broad  and  stoi  y,  and  cro**;njp  •? 
uncultivated  valley,  reaches  the  HajgAh  raravarwarai  at  11  miles,  a  masonry    bnildirij.  «v 
a  tank  supplied  with  good  running  water.     From  Bnjgah   there  is  a  *t«Vp  «tory  aw 
difficult  for  wheels  for  half  a  mile,  beyond  which  the  road   defend*  gradually    to    17  n:  *- 
and  enters  the  pass  known  as   the  Tan g-i- Allah   Akb.ir.     Hy    thi*   it   tWvnds   rnniti-    , 
through  gently  sloping  hills.     The  latter,  where  the  pass  ojjem  into  the  valhy  at    In   r  '  .* 
rise  into  high  crags  on  each  side  of  the  road,  through  which  there  is  n   mngn.ncvnt  ti««w   .  • 
the  city  and  vallev.    The  road  keeps  to  the  right-hand  side  of  the  gorge,  and  .tfvr  Ira  v.-  - 
it,  passes  for  the  fast  2  miles  across  the  valley  of  Shiraz,  through  gardens  with  fine  cvpc  — *. 
Just  outside  the  city  a  wide  stony  riverbed,  which  has  seldom  any  wat<*r  in   it.  and"  i»   . 
never  to  be  formidable,  is  crossed  by  a  long  stone  bridge,  and  the  road  enter*  the    I»f.. 
gate,  after  passing  through  the  village  or  suburb  of    Deh-i-ttnztirg.     At   1  \   milo«  t  ■ 
E.  of  the  pass,  near  the  tomb  of  the   Sadi,  another  vallev,  connected  with   the  town    :-.   - 
Toad,  enters  the  hills.     The  route  up  this  valley  turns  the  Allah- Aklar  pas.*,    join  it  £  • 
road  through  the  latter  at  about  6  miles  from  the  valley.     It  is  said  to  be  a  toVrablr   it 
Good  onenmning  trround  on  the  stony  plain  near  the  streams  flowing  down   from  th»  i  m. 
from  the  hills  on  the  N. 

(For  description  of  Shiraz,  see  that  heading.) 


27.  Khan-i-Zixian 
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Water  good  from  river.     Supplies   prrcnrv'' 
First  5   miles  through  gardens  and  cult  no  ti  - 
then   3   more  over    d**»rt     to    e^ff*  of    |p»  « 
Shiraz  plain  where  a  brack Uh  strmm   :*  m*- 
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by  a  bridge.  Thence  for  15  miles  over  undulating  country  crossing  the  same  stream  again 
by  bridge*  at  the  l(*th  and  12th  miles.  The  road  then  strikes  the  Kara.  A  gate  h  river,  and 
continues  up  its  bank  for  the  last  2  miles  to  Khiin-i-Zinian.  Road  rough,  hut  gradients  fair. 
A  halt  can  be  made  half-way  at  the  village  of  K:i  la  Mush  or,  or  Pen  Shaikh,  a  mile  to  N. 
of  road.  Khan-i-Zinian  is  a  small  fortified  village  with  twocaravansarais,  one  on  each  side 
of  the  river,  which  flows  from  the  N.  and  is  crossed  by  a  new  stone  bridge. 


28.  Dasht-i*£bj£n  ... 
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Water  good  from  running  stream.  Supplies 
of  barley,  chopped  straw,  a  little  flour  ;  sheep  and 
goats  procurable.  Koad  follows  left  bank  of 
Kara  Agatch  as  far  as  a  point  where  it  is  joined 
by  an  affluent.  Near  this  the  road  crosses  the  river  by  a  ford  (bridge  unfinished  in  1871) 
and  proceeds  up  the  right  bank  of  the  affluent  to  a  pass.  Thence  there  is  a  descent  of  5  miles 
over  wooded  hills  to  Dasht-i-arjan,  a  village  at  the  northern  end  of  a  plain.  There  is  a  pass 
over  the  mountains  from  this  place  to  the  village  of  Abdui. 

29.  Mian  Kotal 


••• 
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Water  good  from  springs.  No  supplies  but 
firewood  procurable,  rirst  <lj  miles  across  the 
plain,  when  there  is  an  ascent  of  <><  0  feet  in  a 
mile  and  a  half  to  top  of  pasx.  This  is  succeeded 
by  a  mile  on  the  level  through  forest,  and  after  that  then*  is  a  descent  of  1,35*)  feet  in  3  miles, 
to  plateau  where  there  are  two  caravansarais.  These  buildings  would  contain  ot  0  men,  and 
there  is  camping  ground  for  500  more  on  plateau.   Surrounding  hill*  covered  with  open  forest. 


30.    Kazb.(n*  (Tele- 
graph Station). 


20 


It  then  emerges  on  the  wooded  p 


619 


Water  good  from  well*  and  fornafa.  Supplies 
of  all  s<rts  plentiful.  Leaving  plateau,  road 
;  descends  hj»ut  of  hi  I  for  2  miles  by  path  of  easy 
I  gradient,  but  much  encumbered  with  stones, 
nin  of  Pa>ht-i-ber,  which  is  waterless,  except  nnder  hills  to 
N.  where  are  two  villages,  Khatuni  and  Abdui.  Aft  ^r  traversing  this  plain  for  5  milrs 
the  roads  ascend  in  1J  miles  to  the  top  of  the  Kotal  hokhtar  pass.  Thence  there  is  a  very 
steep,  zigzag  descent,  700  feet  perpendicular,  which  can  be  crossed  by  artillery  on  wheels, 
bu  with  great  difficulty.  From  the'foot  of  the  pass  there  is  a  continual  descent  for  3  miles 
more  over  stony  road  to  a  raised  causeway  which  crosses  a  stream  running  to  a  lake.  The 
remaining  8  miles  are  level.  Kazrdn,  a  town  formerly  of  12,000  inhabitants,  but  in  1872 
much  reduced.    Telegraph  office. 

Wafer  good  and  plentiful  from  wclK  Supplies 
obtainable.  After  proceeding  for  11  miles 
across  the  plain,  the  road  enters  the  Tang-i- 
Turku  pass,  which  is  very  had  ;  a  path  over 
hills  to  W.,  somewhat  better,  but  longer.  Last  3  miles  across  plain  to  village  of  Kamaraj, 
situated  under  hills  to  W.,  a  mile  from  the  summit  of  the  pass  of  the  same  name. 


31.  Kamaraj 


19 


638 


32.  KONABTAKTBH  (Tft- 

lbgbaph  Station). 


11 


649 


Water  brackish  from  wells.  Supplies  in  toler- 
able quantities  obtainable  from  Khisht,  4  miles 
to  N.W.  Koad  goes  down  the  pass  and  the 
ravine  at  its  foot  to  the  Shapur  river,  which  it 
follows  for  a  mile,  and  then  turns  off  across  the  plain,  and  3  miles  beyond  reaches  Konartak- 
teh,  a  very  small  village  with  a  caravansarai.  A  column  should  halt  on  the  river  bank  3 
miles  before  reaching  this  plaoe.    Telegraph  office. 


33.  Daliki 


15 


664 


Water  good  and  abundant  from  hot  spring 
issuing  from  hills  half  a  mile  from  village. 
Supplies  of  all  sorts  tolerably  plentiful.  Koad 
runs  for  3   miles  across  the   plain,   and    then 


•  or  M  sUilrGu." 


590 


Route  No.  3S5 — concld. 
Tihrdn  to  Buthahr,  via  Pont  Road — concld. 


Stag*  or  hailing  place. 


DlfTAVCB,  IV  MILKS. 


I 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,**. 


ToUL 


enters  the  Eotal  Malu  pass,  down  which  there  is  a  steep  zig-zag  descent  of  1,500  feci  to  a 
river.  After  running  for  a  mile  along  the  right  hank,  the  road  crosses  it  by  a  ford,  and  r*» 
crosses  it  by  a  new  bridge  just  below.  Beyond  this,  the  road  follows  the  river  for  another 
2  miles,  crossing  it  twice  in  that  distance  in  ordinary  weather.  It  then  leaves  the  river  and 
enters  a  defile,  which  continues  to  within  a  mile  of  Daliki.  A  shorter  path  for  infantry 
alone  under  telegraph  line.     The  road  on  t bis  stage  is  impassable  for  wheels. 


34.  BoeibjIn 


14 


678 


Water  good  and  plentiful  from  wells.  Supplies 
tolerably  plentiful  of  all  sorts.  Bond  skirts 
the  Hge  of  a  dangerous  swamp,  covered  wirt 
tamarisk  jungle,  caused  by  sulphurous  stream* 

from  the  hills.    Last  5  miles  over  low  rolling  hills  of  conglomerate,  intersected  by  shallow 

nalas,  and  sparsely  covered  with  jujube   bushes.     Boras jan  is  a  small   town,  unfortified. 

containing  1,500    to  2,000    inhabitants.    Camping  ground  W.  of  town   near  telegraph 

office. 


35.  ChahqadaK 


24 


Koshab,  close  to  road  on   W. 


702 


Water  good  and  plentiful  from  wells ;  no  sup- 
plies but  dates,  with  a  certain  amount  of  barley 
and  chopped  straw.  First  mile  through  palm 
groves  and  gardens.  At  6  miles  Tillage  of 
At  12  mi  es  village  of  Israndf,  half  a  mile  E.  of  road.  At 
18  miles  village  of  Ahmadi,  W.  of  road  ;  a  new  caravansarai  opposite  it  on  right.  Road 
crosses  creeks,  passable  for  puns,  at  19  and  24  miles.  Much  of  country  passed  through  under 
corn  after  rainy  winter.  Chahgadak  (i.e.,  deep  well)  is  a  small  fort  on  rising  ground.  Many 
other  villages  in  vicinity.     Best  camping  ground  is  half  a  mile  S.E.  of  fort. 


36.  BrjsHuiB 


15 


717 


After  proceeding  4  miles  road  comes  to '  Xs- 
shileh  '  a  salt  mud  swamp,  covered  by  the  sen  at 
spring  tides,  over  which  it  continues  for  7  mile*. 
It  is  necessary  to  keep  well  to  S.,  as  there  are 
dangerous  creeks  to  N.  Then  for  4  miles  N.E.  and  N.  along  the  shore  of  Boshahr 
peninsula. 

Trotter,  who  traversed  almost  identically  the  same  route,  makes  it  220  miles  from  Shirai 
instead  of  166 ;  but  it  certainly  does  not  seem  so  much. 


Route  No.  386- 

Tihran  to  Caspian,  vid  ChXlas  Valley. 
A  uthority.—hoTETT. 


8taffe  or  halting  pises. 


DlSTAirCS,  XV  MILBS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ao. 


1.  VtjjCa,  nearOaor/L 


10 


This  spot,  a  few  trees  around  a  tank  on 
of  the  bare  sloping  spurs  of  the  Shamrin  moat- 
tain,  is   about    If    hours   from    Gtilbak.    At 
Osgul,  close  by,  a  great  number  of  muleteers  are  to  be  had. 


591 


Route  No.  386 — contd. 
Tikrdn  to  Caspian,  via  Chdlds  Valley — contd. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


2.  Ahab 


•  a. 


DlSTAJTCB,  XV  MXU8. 


Interne- 
diate. 


14j 


Total. 


24* 


Description,  Ac. 


The  road  runs  by  Sarak,  a  large  village,  2  miles 
from  Vujua,  over  a  spar  of  the  Elburz,  which 
forms  the  southern  watershed  of  the  Jaiirtid  • 
the  gradient  is  easy.    Jt  then  goes  up  the  Jaii 

mall    Vlllnxro  with  anmA  fiMA  *-^ 1 I     «i  m.** 


through  a  pretty  valley  well  wooded  with  walnut  and  poplar.    At  12  miles  pass  Egil,  and  at 
14J  reach  Ahar,  which  is  surrounded  by  cornfields  and  trees.     Wafcr  from  streams  plentiful 
This  march  is  on  the  whole  an  easy  one.  r 


3.  Sarak 


14* 


39 


For  2  miles  up  stream  though  cornfields  ;  then 
by   a   zigzag  up  a  somewhat  steep  hill,  across  a 
small  plateau,  and  thence  by  a  gentle  gradient  to 
•  the  watershed  between  the  Jail  and  Kirii   river 
basins.     1,300  feet  above  stands  a  ruined   dome  called  the  Kalah-i-dukhtar      From    +>»« 


i rum  bn«  xujui  p««.  omnnuK  is  a  large  village  ot  i.awu  inhabitants,  with  a  t?ood  deal  of 
cultivation  around.  It  lies  at  an  elevation  of  7,400  feet.  The  road  then  follows  the 
course  of  the  stream,  which  is  about  50  feet  wide  by  2  feet  deep,  until  the  small  village  of  Sarak 
is  reached.    The  road  so  far  is  fair.    It  was  constructed  about  1874  by  General  Gasteiger. 

4.  Hasan  Ikdib 


9 


48 


most  useful  in  conveying  charcoal 


2*  miles  below  Sarak  meet  the  Gutchisir 
Lcra,  which  is  about  80  feet  wide  and  8  feet  to  12 
feet  deep,  with  a  velocity  of  about  9  miles  per  hour. 

*       -i   ii    m  ?  ?0t  for  the  nPldB' thi«  ■*«■»  would  be 
m-v  «*««,  ...  vwuvcjuig  vuoxwbi  towards  the  capital,  as  most  of  it  comes  from  the  forest* 

hereabouts.    The  road  now  goes  up  the  left  bant  for  several  miles,  crossing  the  river  at 
Hasan  Ikdir  by  a  bridge  of  poles.     Hasan  Ikdir  is  a  small  and  dirty  village. 

5.  Waliabad 


18 


66 


Along  General  Gasteieer's  road  through  consid- 
erable strips  of  cultivation.    At  4  miles,  near 
the  small  village  of  Gutchisir,  the  Lora  turns  to 
the  £.    From  Gutchisir  the  road  follows  a  stream 
trending  W.    It  then  ascends  1,600  feet  by  easy  gradients  to  the  Kotul-i -Gutchisir  (10  200 

K  Jr^i^^TiSjJts^1"  "a"  furt"er  ^tett— »-»- 

ft.  TOWAB 


17 


83 


The  road  follows  the  course  of  the  Chilis  on 
its  right  bank,  the  river  lying  hundreds  of  feet 
below.    It  w  very  steep  and  winding;  and  a 
t  **       *    .  .    ,  ,  oouple  of  miles  from  Waliabad  it  passes  thrmmrh 

#  W1  ^J1*^   f 8  lrr^S  are  T"*"1'  fore8t  and  *«*«•  commence /AtTSu 


7.  A80LAT 


•«. 


88 


Asolat  is  a  large  and  rather  miry  meadow,  1,700 
feet  above  the  sea,  which  makes  a  suitable  camping 
CTound.    At  2  miles  reach  Raxan.    Hew  cross  th? 


592 


Route  No.  387* 

Tihran  to  Ham  ad  an,  via  SagziXbId  and  Aveh. 
Authority. — Camibbll. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiBTjUTCI,  XH  MIL18. 


Interne- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  Ali8h£hb£z 

2.   ElSHTA 

3.  IshtahXbad 

4.  SaqziXbId 

6.  bobtanbk 

6.  Abigabm 

7.  Aveh 


8.  MlAKA 


9.  Tekibh 


10.  KABtJTABHANO   ... 

11.  MahrIn 

12.  Hamadan 


20 

20 

10 

36 

22 

58 

20 

78 

23 

101 

15 

116 

14 

130 

13 

143 

10 

153 

18 

171 

15 

186 

16 

202 

Road  good,  through  fine,  well-watered  and  cul- 
tivated country.  Halfway  cross  narrow  stream, 
and  at  15  miles  a  deep  and  abrupt  ravine. 

Road  good,  over  fine  level  plain.  Cross  a  ft  w 
watercourses,  but  no  rivero,  an* I  pass  several 
ruined  villages.    It  has  a  small  mud  fort. 

Road  sroes  over  a  fine  level  plain,  and  is  hard 
and  good.    A  large  village. 

Small  village.  First  part  of  road  hard  aod 
good,  the  last  apt  to  become  muddy.  Pas*  *ever»l 
ruined  villages,  and  cross  some  watercourses. 

A  village.    The  road  is  hard  and  good. 

The  road  goes  under  several  ranges  of  Kill*, 
from  whence  many  streams  of  water  issue.     A 

village. 

Road  goes  through  two  narrow  ranges  of  l»i:'*. 
Cross  the  Kara  Krim  river  in  two  or  three 
places.    A  good-sized  village. 

Road  lies  through  1  wo  ranges  of  hills.  A  small 
village,  with  others  near. 

Road  pretty  good  and  level  through  an  opes 
country.    Cross  a  stream  near  the  village. 

Road  good.    This  is  a  large  village. 

The  road  is  pretty  good. 

The  road  is  very  good. 


Route  No.  388. 

TlHRAN   TO   HAMADAN,    via    SaVKH. 


Authority. — Moeiee. 


Distutci,  nr  milks. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Intenne* 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  PrridNAH 

••• 

•tt 

The  road  leaves  that  of  Tabrii  at  bridge  cmr 
Earaj  river. 

593 

Route  No.  888 — contd. 
Tihrdn  to  Ramadan,  via*  Sdveh — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


8.  JihJLnXbXd 

9.  SubkhIbad 

10.  HamadIn 


DlffTUTCI,  IN  KXLSB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


2.  ShabInXbXd     ... 


3.  SXtxh 


4.   KUSHAK 


5.  BiWARiir 


6.  Rizak 

7.  MrJBAJUKAN 


••• 


#•» 


t«» 


•  •• 


20 


Total. 


■Description,  Ac. 


«.. 


§•• 


•  •• 


••• 


••t 


••• 


*•• 


••• 


•§• 


•■» 


•  •• 


200  (P) 


Road  lies  through  a  desert  country  with  imprac- 
ticable hills  near.    The  water  here  is  quite  salt. 

Road  lies  through  a  desert  country.  There  is 
some  cultivation  here. 

Road  through  desert  country.  Road  from  Isfa- 
han to  Tabriz  crossed  near  village  of  Amrabad. 

Pass  the  village  of  Yulek,  and  cross  a  *tream, 
and  near  Biwaran  cross  the  Band  Umnr.  The 
country  is  barren.   Supplies  can  be  procured. 


This  village   is  situated  in  a  well-peopled  and 
cultivated  district. 

No  supplies.  The  Karasu  flows  near  this  village. 

This  village  is  situated  in  a  fertile  and  well- 
wooded  plain. 

On  leaving,   the  road  crosses  a   river,  by  a 
bridge ;  then  passes  the  village  of  Sheveran. 


The  above  route  lies  the  whole  way  from  10  to   5  miles  S.  of  what  may  be  called  the 
Great  Post  Road  to  Baghdad  (Route  No.  384). 


Route  No.  389. 

TihbIn  to  HebIt,  via  TuBSHfz  and  Khap. 
Authority. — Taylor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


1.  ShIh  Abdul  AzIm 

2.  KaBfo  GftXBAZ 

3.  Aiwlir-i-KAiy  ... 


4.   KlflHLAX 
6.   DlH-WAMAK 

6.  LasgIbd 


••t 


t»» 


•■• 


Dxstasci,  vat  xilis. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  Ac. 


17 
19 
18 


28 


22 

41 

69 

81 

104 


►See  Route "  Tihrdn  to Mashhad. 


t» 


76 


594 


Routb  No.  389— -contd. 
Tihrd*  to  Herat,  via  Tur*kis  and  Khdf-^ontd. 


Stage  or  hilling;  place. 


DlSTAZCB,  I*  KXLS8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  to. 


7.  Samnan 
8   Ah6an 
9.  Gh6sheh 

10.  Da  MOHAN 

11.  Dkh  Mulla 

12.  Shahk6d 

13.  Bagh-i-Gowd 


».« 

19 

•  *. 

22 

•  •  • 

20 

».  . 

20 

•  •• 

23 

•  •* 

14 

•  a. 

25 

123 
145 
165 
185 

208 
222 
247 


}  See  Route  "  Tihr&n  to  Maahhad. 


«i 


Direction    S.E.      Road     good    the    first    P 

and  la*t  5  miles ;  intermediate  part  ondalitir  ^ 
and  difficult  Ascend  gradually.  Cross,  a  bn*i 
river  near  suburbs,  and  then  some  atresia 
turning  mills  and  at  1  mile  leave  the  plain.  At  1J  miles  pass  through  village  of  l>?L>tx. 
and  at  2  miles  cross  salt  stream  from  left ;  road  between  garden  walls.  Road  now  ajtorc..*; 
gradually.  At  5  miles  mud  tower  of  refuge  off  left.  At  7  J  miles  mud  ruins  on  le:L 
At  9  miles  cross  lines  of  kandts ;  a  mud  tower  and  well  on  the  right.  At  10  miles  the  rn»i 
enters  the  hills,  and  the  ascent  becomes  steep.  At  V2\  miles  there  is  an  open  space,  *r«; 
a  well  on  the  left,  called  Chalw-Nahrwan,  said  to  be  brackish.  Thence  there  is  a  rti  o 
and  difficult  accent  of  half  a  mile,  alter  which  the  remainder  of  the  accent  to  the  nxn-i  .* 
of  the  pass,  reached  at  16 *  miles,  is  easier.  The  defile  beyond  closes  at  18  miles,  opens  ac*-a 
at  19  miles,  where  there  is  a  brackish  spring  on  the  left,  and  then  contracts  again  to  f  -»: 
of  pass,  reached  at  2(J.\  miles;  thence  there  is  a  gradual  ascent  to  Bagh-i-Gowd.  B«{?h-«- 
Gowd  is  a  ruined  village  on  right  of  road.  Encamp  near  a  well  of  indifferent  water  off  left 
Supplies  none. 


14.  BfABjtJMAND 


23 


270 


Direction  8.E.  by  E.  Road  for  first  a*'* 
last  9  miles  gravelly  and  good)  intermedia* 
5  rocky  and  difficult.  Road  for  first  &\  m-  * 
a  across  plain,  then  commence  ascent  of  JJ**** . 
last  part  steep.  Reach  summit  at  10£  miles.  First  half  mile  of  descent  rocky  and  diffienK 
after  that  steep  to  14th  mile.  The  name  of  the  right  band  mountain  is  Uhter  Kuh;  tk.a& 
on  the  left,  Kuh-i-Sukhtah,  At  14  miles  emerge  from  defile,  a  ruined  village  and  fii 
of  Kfkfon  mound  on  right;  thence  gentle  descent.  At  19 J  miles  a  mud  t«wer  on  u* 
left.  Shortly  before  reaching  camp  change  direction  to  N.E.  Encamp  on  we«t**n 
aide  of  town  of  Biarjumand,  in  a  plain  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  walla  on  a  stream.  Wi:.t 
good  and  plentiful.    Supplies  abundant. 

Direction  S.E.  by  E.    Road  level  and  p«£ 
over  plain,  which  has  a  gradual  undulating  a>e  r ' 
Soil  alluvial  near  the  town ;  then  aandv   aa  * 
gravelly ;  and  lastly  stony.     Pass  through  h»wi 
cross  a  stream  with  suburban  gardens  beyond.    At  three-quarters  of  a  mile  atteam  from  Iff* 
At  6}  miles  a  mnd  tower  off  right.    Several  villages  off  both  sides.    At  7\  miles  a  resen.  - 
on  right ;  beyond  that  numerous  dry  torrent  beds  are  crossed,  and  a  line  of  tuimU  on  we*t*«T 
side  of  road.    Encamp  W.  side.     Water  good  and  plentiful.    Supplies  procurable. 


16.  KflAN-I-KH<TDf  ... 


8J 


2784 


26.  ChXh-i-Zighuda 


31 


309i  1      Direction     RE.    Road    good    for  5    mi)** . 
J  remainder  undulating  and  rugged.    Soil  at  £r*J 
alluvial,  then  gravel  and  sand.    Ascend   ge*;*% 
from  plain,  and  cross  streams.    At  3 


696 


Route  No.  389 — eontd. 
Tihrdn  to  Herdt,  vid  Turthiz  and  Khdf—contd. 


Stag*  or  halting  pket. 


DlHAYCB,  IV  HUES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


of  Yaidum  off  right.  At  4}  miles  pass  between  two  high  rocks  in  a  ranee  of  mountains. 
At  5  miles  reach  top  of  pass.  Thence  very  rugged  and  undulating,  but  gradual,  descent  over 
slabs  of  sandstone  rook,  in  a  defile,  to  7  miles,  where  there  is  a  well  on  the  right.  At  7 J 
miles  cross  a  ridge.  At  13  miles  range  of  low  rocky  mounds  ;  gentle  undulating  plain.  At 
14  miles  small  well  of  brackish  water  on  left,  called  Chah-i-Khushk.  .  At  14}  miles  cross 
ridge.  Thence  gradually  descend.  At  18}  miles  a  reservoir  of  brackish' water  on  left. 
Still  descending,  move  down  dry  bed  of  river  (a  continuation  of  the  Abresham  river  on  the 
Mashhad  road).  Banks  steep  and  high  ;  2  feet  of  water ;  very  salt.  At  22}  miles  cross  river 
and  continue  through  undulating  sandhills  to  Chah-i-Zaghuda,  a  small  well  of  doubtful 
water  situated  a  short  distance  off  right  of  road.    No  supplies  except  firewood. 


17.  Tuatiir 


24 


out  again.    At  6  miles  ruined  fort  on  left. 


333} 


Direction  S.E.  Road  level  for  first  10 
miles,  then  undulating.  Rejoin  direct  road  at  1 
mile,  when  there  is  a  winding  descent  of  a  mile 
to  top  of  a  defile.  A  mile  beyond  the  hills  open 
From  7  to  9  miles  several  dry  beds  of  torrents. 
A  little  farther  on,  ruined  fort  off  right.  At  9f-  miles  small  stream,  and  another  ruined  fort 
off  left.  At  10  miles  spring  and  stream  from  right  towers  of  Hazumi  off  left.  Fine  encamping 
ground  here.  Ascend  from  little  valley.  At  11  miles  descend  steeply  to  13th  mile,  when  spring 
and  pool  of  fresh  water  in  small  hollow,  "  Chachah."  At  13}  miles  a  small  ruined  fort  off 
right,  beyond  narrow  defile  to  14th  mile.  From  14  to  19}  miles  over  level  hollow,  with 
undulations  (apparently  a  lake  at  times).  At  19}  miles  ascend  and  cross  a  ridge.  At  21} 
miles  is  the  road  from  Khan-i-Khudi  vid  Sungeban.  At  22  miles  dry  bed  of  torrent.  At 
22  f  low  rocky  ridge ;  cross  small  stream  with  village  on  left.  At  23}  miles  the  dry  bed  of  a 
torrent.  Turtin  is  a  village  and  fort  on  a  plateau.  Encamp  on  W.  side  near  spring,  which 
is  quite  warm  at  its  source,  clear  and  well  flavoured.    Supplies  very  scarce. 


18.  Chasma-i-ShIh 
Hasan. 


31 


364} 


then  enter  on  gently  undulating  plain.    At 


Direction  S  E.  Road  generally  good  and 
undulating.  Soil  gravelly,  occasionally  allu- 
vial. Descend  from  plateau,  and  at  4  mifes  cross 
dry  bed  of  nala,  deep  and  precipitous  banks  ; 
6}  miles  is  a  mud  tower  on .  left.  At  7}  miles 
rocks  abut  on  right.  Here  a  line  of  kandts  from  right  crosses  the  road  and  runs  parallel 
with  it  for  a'mile  back*  At  this  place,  called  Parasht-i-Asman,  is  good  encamping  ground 
and  plenty  of  water.  At  10  miles  tower  on  hills,  1  mile  off  left.  Beyond  this  gradual  ascent 
from  plain.  Cross  first  ridge  of  hills.  At  14  miles  cross  highest  ridge.  From  this  gradually 
and  winding  descent  through  defile  to  15  miles.  At  16  miles  clear  range  of  hills.  About  } 
mile  off  right  a  brackish  spring  (Kaland  Chan) ;  henoe  undulating  plain  of  sand  rocks  on 
N.  Cross  dry  bed  of  nala,  and  at  22}  miles  a  small  tank  off  left.  At  27  miles  another 
torrent  bed ;  thence  gradual  ascent.  After  reaching  road,  enter  another  torrent  bed.  About  } 
mile  off  road  is  a  spnne  scarcely  drinkable.  Plenty  of  firewood.  No  village.  Supplies  none. 
Water  very  scarce  and  bad. 


19.  AuajlbIt 


26 


390} 


Direction  S.E.  Boad  very  undulating,  but 
good.  Soil  rocky  and  gravelly.  Ascend  from 
torrent-bed  to  1  mile :  then  undulating  de* 
scent  with  broad  dry  nala  at  foot.  At  2}  miles 
a  ridge,  and  salt  spring  of  Jahan-ul-Mulk  on  right.  At  5  miles  a  low  rooky  ridge,  and  brackish 
springs  on  left.  Mounds  on  both  sides.  At  8  miles,  ruins  of  fort  off  right.  At  13}  miles 
village  of  Husainabad  on  left,  with  stream  of  brackish  water.  A  mud  tower  on  left.  Then 
gradually  descend,  and  cross  dry  bed  of  river.  Cross  stream  of  warm  mineral  water  from  left. 
At  17  miles  a  pool  on  right :  enter  bed  of  small  brackish  river,  and  reascend  out  of  it* 
After  that  gradual  descent  to  18  miles,  where  there  is  a  small  fort  on  right.  At  20  mile* 
remains  of  reservoir  on  right.    At  22}  miles  cross  a  very  deep  ravine;  then  descend  through 
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defile,  at  first  undulating,  then  steep  to  24  miles.    Cross  a  stream  of  brackish  water. 
miles  a  road  joins  on  left  from  hills ;  small  fort  off  left.     Cross  another 
N.W.  of  village,  near  stream.    Water  good  and  plentiful.    Supplies  scanty. 


At25± 


20.   KHALfli-BiD 


«•» 


24 


414} 


good.   Set* 


Direction  S.W.  Road  level  and 
gravelly,  sometimes  alluvial  Crocs  dry 
At  \\  miles  cross  stream,  and  pan  vilW? 
of  Muzufarabad  on  right.  A  h\  miles  y-e 
village  of  Babuhukin  on  right,  and  at  6£  pass  through  village  of  Ibrahimabid.  At  9\  >•«• 
fort  on  right,  and  then  through  village  of  Hadar  Askan.  At  9 J  miles  ruins  and  viBagt  / 
Kudukuna  on  left ;  a  ruined  fort  on  right.  At  10  miles  through  mud  ruins ;  cross  strean. 
At  12£  miles  a  small  fort,  and  presently  the  village  of  Shaf fabad  on  right.  At  13  miles  a 
line  of  kandts.  At  14  miles  village  of  Jabez  off  right.  At  17J  miles  a  stream  And  rainsd 
mill.  A  little  farther,  cross  the  Shistaraj,  deep  and  rapid,  from  left.  At  18  mile*  crr*s 
stream;  a  large  tree  off  left  A  mound  and  village  of  Kandur  off  right  At  19}  miles  a 
mill,  and  stream  on  right.  At  21  miles  village  of  Arghun,  off  right.  At  23  miles  tee** 
alluvial  plain.  Pass  through  Nasirabad  and  Sinnuzdeh,  before  reaching  Khalfl&bid.  Ea- 
camp  Is.  side  of  village,  near  a  stream  and  fort.  Water  first-rate  and  abundant.  Sapptie* 
procurable. 


21.  TubshIz 


»•• 


several   lines    of    kandts,   and 


10 


424} 


the 


Direction     N.W.      Road     level     and 
over  plain,    barring    inundated  portion*. 
alluvial,     with     occasional   graveL 
deep  stream,  difficult  for   camel*.    At  £ 
village  of    Deh-i-Nau  on  right    At  6  miles 
stream.     At  5£   miles  a  small    tank   on    left      Beyond   this,    pass    reservoir   o« 
cypress  and  poplars  among  ruins  and  gardens  on  left ;  and  a  little  farther,  at  7 J 
ruins  on  right  and  village  on  left.    At  8  miles  reservoir  on  left  and  village  on  right. 
miles  mud  town  on  right.    Kandts  cross  the  road.     Good  encampment  on  W. 
town,  near  Jcandi.    Water  good  and  plentiful.    Supplies  procurable. 


tuU 


At  >; 


22.  Zfsirffi 


•»» 


25 


449J 


Direction  E.S.E.  Road  good,  bat  digit. 
ly  undulating  in  parts.  Soil  gravelly  *xA 
alluvial.  Gradual  descent  At  3  miles  f+m 
village  of  Mania,  and  at  5  a  stream.  As  6 
miles  road  avoiding  city  comes  in  from  left  rear.  At  8£  miles  a  reservoir  on  right  At 
10  miles  cross  lines  of  kandts,  and  broad  river  from  left.  At  13  miles  reservoir  <m  U(l 
Here  Turbat  road  branches  off  left  At  13$  miles  reservoir  on  right  At  15  i  mil** 
reservoir  of  rain-water  on  right,  and  fortified  town  of  Azkund,  1  mile  to  left  Several 
dry  nalas.  Gentle  undulations.  At  19|  miles  cross  deep  and  rapid  river,  with  steep 
precipitous  banks  of  slaty  rock,  from  left,  20  feet  wide  and  3  deep.  At  20  miles  past 
village  of  Aliabad  on  right,  and  cross  stream.  At  23  miles  cross  deep  rapid  torrent  truss 
left.  Encamp  outside  village  on  banks  of  a  small  stream.  Water  good  and  plentiful. 
Supplies  scarce. 


23.  Saxguj? 


••• 


28 


477* 


Direction  6.E.  by  E.  Road  good  thoucft 
undulating.  Soil  gravelly.  Continue  gwt* 
descent  over  undulating  country.  Cross  strrrU 
streams,  and  enter  bed  of  broad  river  will 
high  banks,  80  feet  wide,  and  3  feet  deep.  At  7  miles  steep  ascent  from  this  river* 
bed.  Presently  road  to  Turaat-i-Haidarf  branches  off  left.  At  11  miles  small  village,  wHa 
large  tree  off  left.  At  12  miles  pass  rain-water  reservoir  on  right,  and  cross  stream.  Crnat 
several  other  streams.  At  14  miles  Jafirab&d  and  Husainabad  off  left  At  16  miles  K*2*» 
i-Nao  off  left.    Thence  gradual  ascent  to  16  miles,  where  there  is  a  reservoir  of  sain- water  an 
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risrht.  Undulating  descent  to  20  miles,  when  pass  Hindabad  on  right.  Cross  stream,  and 
at  23  miles  pass  round  Mahmudabad  on  left.  Cross  stream,  (and  pass  garden  and  trees  off 
left.  Then  at  27  miles  cross  deep  and  rapid  river  from  left.  Between  this  and  camp,  cross 
canals  with  tower  on  left  succeeded  b y  deep  stream.  Sangun  is  built  on  plateau,  under 
rooky  hills  on  left ;  kandts  and  ruins.  Encamp  outside,  near  the  stream.  Water  abundant 
and  good.    Supplies  plentiful. 


24.  KibibIbXd 


26} 


604 


Direction  S.E.  Road  level  and  Rood.  Soil 
alluvial  and  gravelly.  Descend  for  half  a 
mile  to  foot  of  plateau.  Then  ascend  gradually 
to  3}  miles,  where  cross  a  stream.  Beyond  pass, 
entrenchment  (road  from  Abbasabad  comes  in  from  right  rear),  after  which  gentle  descent 
to  hanat.  At  7}  miles  Jaffrabad  off  right.  At  8  miles  cross  kandts  ;  and  village  of  Rud 
KhiSr  lies  off  right.  At  8£  miles  a  reservoir  of  rain-water  on  left.  At  8}  miles  a  stream. 
At  1<>£  miles  village  of  Afrsabad  off  right.  At  12}  miles  is  the  town  of  Ktishiar,  well  for- 
tified and  situated  on  high  ground  on  the  left  of  road  (this  is  the  usual  stage).  Pass  through 
Ishkur  and  mud  ruins  beyond,  streams  and  extensive  gardens  along  right  to  13}  miles.  At 
14}  miles  village  of  Husainabad  on  left.  At  17}  miles  watercourse ;  village  and  gardens  of 
Miilhak  off  right.  At  18}  miles  watercourse,  and  three  trees  on  left.  At  19}  miles  village  of 
Jalilahad  on  left,  and  ruins  on  right.  At  20}  milea  two  watercourses.  Beyond  this,  the 
line  of  kandts  crosses  the  road.  At  21}  miles  village  of  Mehdiabad  on  right.  Hence,  within 
4  miles,  cross  two  watercourses.  At  25}  miles  the  village  of  Chamanabad  on  right,  with 
rww*rvoir  on  left.  Nasirabad  is  a  strongly  fortified  little  place  with  double  ditch  and  citadel. 
Water  good  and  plentiful.    Supplies  abundant.    Encamp  outside  of  village  beside  kandt. 


26.  KhIf 


••• 


24 


628 


Direction  S.E.  Bead  level  and  good  over 
alluvial  plain.  At  3  miles  pass  village  of 
Finikhabad  off  right.  At  5  miles  cross  deep  and 
rapid  river.  At  5}  miles  broad  dry  bed.  At 
6}  miles  a  reservoir  on  right.  At  6}  miles  a  stream.  At  8  miles  dry  broad  bed  of  torrent, 
with  walled  enclosure  off  right.  At  9$  miles  a  dome  on  right.  At  10  miles  village  of 
Salameh  on  right,  with  fine, arch  in  ruins.  From  11}  to  13  miles  several  streams  and  water- 
courses, all  from  the  left.  Numerous  castellated  enclosures,  off  both  sides  from  Salameh  to 
14  miles,  where  a  reservoir  of  rain-water  on  left,  and  another  at  16  miles.  At  19 J  miles 
broad  watercourse.  At  20  miles  ruined  fort  and  zidrdt,  with  trees  on  right.  A  litte  farther 
a  fort  and  ruins  off  right.  At  21  miles  cross  deep  canal  and  stream.  At  21 J  miles  fort 
under  high  rook  off  right.  Extensive  walled  gardens  from  22}  miles  to  north  gate  of  city. 
Encamp  outside  plantations.    Water  good  and  plentiful    Supplies  abundant. 


26.  Camp 

bat. 


near   Hjs« 


24 


552 


Direction  E.  by  N.,  to  top  of  first  defile 
then  E.  Road  bad  in  the  defile  ;  rest  good. 
Soil  generally  gravelly.  Ascend  gradually  over 
plain  to  12}  miles,  fans  through  broad  bazaar 
and  fine  walled  road  between  two  ice  pits.  Beyond  between  fir  plantations  with  fine  new 
brick  reservoir  on  left.  At  1  mile  garden  walls  on  right  end.  At  2  miles  large  village 
with  firs  off  right.  At  4  miles  ruined  stone  reservoir  on  right  (empty).  At  9}  miles  stream 
of  wat*r,  clear,  rapid,  and  good  from  right.  At  10  miles  dry  broad  nala.  At  12J  miles 
leave  plain.  At  13}  miles  defile.  Neit  half  mile  winding  (great  quantities  of  ironstone). 
At  14  miles  dry  nala  succeeded  by  rocky  ridge.  At  15}  miles  crons  dry  bed  of  another 
nala.  At  16}  miles  summit  of  defile;  thence  defile  coutracts  and  road  becomes  difficult  to  17 
miles.  Continue  along  defile.  At  19  miles  is  a  watch-tower  on  a  high  mound  to  right; 
beyond  this,  cross  stream  several  times.  Encamp  on  hillside  near  stream,  which  is  probably 
dry  in  summer  (when  the  traveller  must  halt  3  miles  earlier).  Plenty  of  firewood.  Water 
el^ax  in  parts  only,  plenty  in  winter.    Supplies  none. 
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27.  Hauz-i-Sang-i 

DUKHTAB. 


31 


683 


Direction  E.  Road  tolerable  over  large  p- * 
Soil  chiefly  gravelly  and  sandy,  bnt  alrntul  .* 
parts.  Continue  along  defile.  Cross  dry  M 
of  torrent  with  pools  of  water.  At  2  mifet  rr  i 
of  a  atone  serai,  and  empty  reservoir  on  right,  undulating  and  rocky.  Pass  remains  of  riU  * 
and  an  old  brick  tower  beyond  off  left.  At  3  J  miles  deep  dry  bed  of  Karat  torrent.  At  6 
miles  broad  dry  bed,  with  rained  fort  of  Farazneh,  3  miles  off  right,  under  the  moontii* 
Several  small  nalas  now  cross  road.  At  8  miles  a  deep  one.  At  10  miles  empty  «f  £* 
reservoir  on  right.  At  13  miles  cross  choked  line  of  kanat*.  At  21  miles  are  the  iwia  -• 
of  a  small  mud  fort  on  left,  with  other  similar  rains  on  both  sides  in  the  plain,  also  u»  r* 
choked  lines  of  Jean  at  s.  At  23  miles  a  dry  bed  of  river.  About  1  mile  off  the  left  it  i 
spring  of  brackish  water,  called  Shurab.  At  28  miles  cross  several  deep  ravines.  Then  -*•*- 
tie  undulating  ascent  towards  the  point  of  a  spur  from  the  Sang-i-Dukhtar ;  thence  pri:* 
descent  to  Hauz  Sang-i-Dukhtar,  where  is  a  brick  reservoir  of  good  rain-water.  Fine  ;l>'. 
for  encamping.  Large  quantities  of  furze  for  firewood.  Water  good  and  plentiful,  bat  p**- 
ably  dry  in  summer.    No  supplies. 

Direction  E.  by  S.  Road  good.  &vl  * 
first  gravelly,  then  alluvial.  Gradual  de*Kl 
in  fine  level  valley  to  6  miles,  where  there  ir* 
remains  of  brick  fort  on  left*  and  mined  re*?- 
voir  (empty)  on  right.  At  8  miles  ascend  from  valley ;  wind  through  rocky  defile  to  9  mu «■ 
At  10  miles  a  high  oonical  mound  on  left.  Thence  slightly  undulating  with  gentle  de- 
cent among  low  hills  to  14  miles.  Beyond  level  alluvial  plain.  At  21J  miles  garden*  J 
Ghurian.    Place  of  pilgrimage  among  trees  off  left. 

29.  ZixdbhjIk 

30.  KalXt-i-Kashl... 

31.  Herat 


28.  GHfoiiH 


••» 


22 


605 


13 

618 

20 

638 

7* 

645| 

See  Route  "  Mashhad  to  Herat. " 

")  Water  good  and  plentiful.    Road  level  u1 

3     good  all  the  way  from  Zindehjan  to  Herat 
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1.  BajbamabId 


11 


11 


Our   direction    was    about    W.S.W.     to    " 
village  fort  called  Kala  Nau,  situated  at  »> 
3  miles    from    Tihran.    At  the   6th   mi.'r   ■  • 
reached  the    mound  S.  of  Tailabad,    an  a-* 
ficial  elevation  of  considerable  size.    Villages  appeared  in  all  directions  about  the  pVr 
general  situated,  for  the  sake  of  security,  within  high  walls,  with  groves  and  c*-~- 
eztending  around  them,  and  the  plain  more  or  less  cultivated  in  their  vicinity.    Fr.  n  : 
mound  our  direction  was  S.W.  to  the  village  Chahar  Dangi    at  the  7th  mile;  t\±: 
Shah  Terre  (?)  at  the  8th ;  and  that  of  Malikabad  at  the  10th  mile.     From  whence  U>  . 
village  Bairamabad,  in  a  direction  S.S.W.,  is  a  distance  of  about  }  of  a  mile* 


509 


Route  No.  390 — contd. 
Tihrdn  to  Kum,  via  8dveh — contd. 


SUge  or  haltinf  place. 


DlSTAlTCB,  IV  XILB8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  ±e. 


2.  FaizabXd 


■  •• 


40 


51 


Proceeding  S.W.  reached  at  the  2nd  mile 
the  village  Kasimabad.  After  which  the  road, 
varying  in  direction  from  W.  to  W.S.W., 
brought  us  at  the  4th  mile  to  the  village 
Salian.  Close  beyond  Salian  we  oame  to  the  deep  bed  of  the  Karaj,  in  which  at  this  season 
there  is  little  water,  but  during  the  floods  this  is  a  dangerous  and  difficult  ford,  and  acoideuts 
frequently  occur.  From  thence  I  proceeded  N.  by  W.  passing  presently  a  weather-worn 
artificial  mound  and  the  village  Kulineh,  situated  at  the  5th  mile.  Then  S.W.  by  W. 
to  that  of  Sultanabad  at  the  6th  mile,  and  S.W.  by  S.  and  S.W.  to  that  of  Nasirabad, 
at  a  distance  of  8}  miles,  the  villages  on  the  plain  around  becoming  less  frequent  as 
we  advanced.  At  the  12th  mile  we  reached,  in  a  direction  W.S.W.  and  S.W.  from  the 
last  village,  that  of  Kubat  Karfm,  a  flourishing  place  of  some  300  houses,  where  we 
put  up.  Being  on  the  high  road  to  Hamadan,  it  is  a  station  for  caravans,  for  the  use  of 
which  there  is  good  accommodation.  From  this  to  Faizabad  is  a  distance  of  7  farankhs,  or 
23  miles,  generally  over  a  parched  and  desert  tract,  which  we  were  recommended  to  traverse 
during  the  night  in  order  to  avoid  exposure  to  the  great  heats  in  a  part  where  water,  if  pro- 
curable at  all,  is  salt  or  brackish.  We  accordingly  quitted  Rubat  Kariin  at  ten  minutes  past 
10  p.m.,  and  by  the  light  of  the  moon  travelled  If  miles  in  a  direction  of  250°  along  a  mag- 
nificent highway.  Then  3£  miles  at  265°  to  a  ruined  caravansarai  overlooking  a  descent  into 
a  valley  with  a  brackish  streamlet.  As  the  country  here  had  a  bad  reputation,  we  closed  up 
with  and  escorted  our  baggage  until  we  got  again  into  open  ground.  From  the  caravansarai 
we  made  1}  miles  in  a  general  direction  of  60°,  and  crossing  the  streamlet,  ascended  again 
and  proceeded  6  miles  between  the  points  235°  and  240°.  After  this,  between  W.  and 
S.W.  for  6  J-  miles,  when  quitting  the  Hamadan  road,  we  commenced  a  slight  descent  of  3  J 
miles  to  Salimabad,  in  direction  S.W.  Two  miles  beyond  it  we  crossed  a  dry  water- 
course by  a  bridge,  and  then  moved  in  a  direction  W.  for  a  short  space,  then  S.W.,  and 
again  W.,  in  all  3  miles,  and  alighted  at  Faizabad,  another  Turkish  village.  Here  also  the 
water  is  brackish,  but  this  is  not  the  case  throughout  the  district.  The  houses  are  generally 
domed,  wood  for  rafters  being  scarce.  The  produce  of  the  fields  appears  to  be  confined  to 
barley,  wheat,  melons  and  cotton. 


3.   SIVEH 


21 


72 


We  were  in  the  saddle  at  a  quarter  past  2  a.m. 
and  proceeded  by  a  clear  moonlight  southward 
for  l£  miles,  past  the  village  Shalgan,  and 
then  from  S.S.W.  to  S.W.  by  W.,  by  a  good 
road  and  gentle  ascent,  over  a  country  frequently  intersected  by  hills.  The  path  after' 
wards  became  stony,  and  at  about  the  10th  mile  we  commenced  a  long  descent  through 
a  hilly  country  towards  the  plain  of  Saveh,  which  we  traversed  in  a  direction  S.W.  We 
rvachetl  this  small  and  ruinous  town  at  9*5  a.m.,  after  a  ride  of  nearly  seven  hours,  or  about 
21  miles.    Some  supplies  and  brackish  water  are  procurable  here. 


4.  MajIoXbXd 


... 


presents  large  patches 


17 


69 


Our  way  led  us  to  the  village  Bagh-i-Shaikh 
situated  5  miles  E.S.E.  of  Saveh.  Thence  we 
travelled  to  the  village  Teh r is  Nahid  E.S.E. , 
a  distance  of  4  miles,  beyond  which  the  plain 
of  kavfr  or  salt  desert,  consisting  of  a  light  and  highly  saline 
iutfl,  almost  destitute  of  vegetation,  which  on  the  fall  of  rain  becomes  a  hog  or  marsh. 
On  drying  it  cracks  all  over  and  breaks  up,  as  though  from  the  action  of  the  plough, 
and  in  this  state  a  horse  will  generally  sink  to  its  fetlocks  in  it.  From  Tebris  Nahid  the 
tourings  were  8.  25 J*  E.  for  a  short  space,  then  S.E.  and  E.S.E.  to  the  village  and 
caravansarai  of  Majfd'ibad,  situated  at  17  miles  from  Saveh. 

This  road  is  much  frequented  by  caravans  passing  between  the  northern  and  southern 
•  xtremities  of  the  country.    Merchandise  destined  for  the  S.  from  Kasvfn  and  northward, 
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Route  No.  890— con  eld. 
Tihrdn  to  Kum,  via  Sdveh — conoid. 


.as 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DXSTAJTCI,  IV  XXLKB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  ae. 


or  such  as  comes  from  the  S.  to  any  of  those  parts,  would  not  be  carried  to  Tihran,  but  by  '  - 
more  direct  road  between  Kasvin  and  Kiim,  the  difference  being  considerable,  about  52  n...-* 


6.  KtiM 


its  course  thus  far  from 


21 


110 


Proceeding    E.S.E.    crossed  at  the   2nd   t 

the    Kara-ohai,  a   paltry  little  stream,  si  *   • 

part  only  about  10  yards  wide  and  a  few  :r     * 

deep.     It  must  be  remembered,  however.  tLs*   - 

the  mountains  it  gives  life  to  many  villages,  for  each  of  which  -..  - 

or  less  water  is  taken  up  in  irrigation.    At  about  the  4th  mile  we  passed  to   our    lef*   * 

village   Eala  Safdar,    after  which  direction    varied    between   S.E.   and   E.S.E.,  unH  %. 

8 J  miles   we    reached    the    Ktih-i-Namak,   an  isolated,  rocky   mountain,  several    hnn:-. 

feet  high,  from  which  saline  springs  issue  and  leave  a  thick  deposit  of  salt.     Leaving  th*  » 

proceeded  5  miles  in   direction   S.E.   near  some  low  hills,  which  here  interrupted  th*  i'.i  . 

on   our  left.    Afterwards  the  direction  became   S.E.  by  E.,  and  then  gradually  E.  H  ? 

along  the  plain  of  Ktim,  which  town,   after  passing  some  well-cultivated  land,  we 

by  a  small  low  bridge  over  a  stream  (the  Nalbar). 


Itc 


Route  No.  391. 

TlHRAN   TO    MASUHAD,   via  SHAHRtJD  AND  NlSH£pfa. 

Authority. — Bellew;  Goldsmid;  Taylor;  Clerk;  Hardy. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiKAjrcs,  ur  miss. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  KhAN-i-KhXtim ...  Leave  Tihran  by  Shah  Abdul  Azim  gate. 

proceed  in  a  S.E.  direction  by  a  mad  »tm 
undulating  alluvial  soil  amongst  vilUgea,  cv:- 
fields,  and  gardens.  After  18  minute*  crm  & 
stream,  and  in  8  minutes  more  a  stone  bridge  over  the  deep  dry  bed  of  a  nala.  Half  ac  * 
after  a  stream  with  willows  spanned  by  a  stone  bridge.  At  5  miles  pass  the  town  of  s>- 
Abdul  Azim,  in  the  midst  of  the  ruins  of  the  city  of  Rhages.  Water  and  supplies  abcrcs*. 
After  clearing  the  ruins  pass  through  villages  Takiabad  and  Aminabad.  Crus* 
ridge  and  follow  a  stone  hillskirt.  Between  6th  and  8th  mile  cross  several 
Villages  right  and  left  of  road. 


a   c-i 


2.  Aiwan-i-Kaif 


••• 


27 


45 


Route  ES.E.  across  Vinunin  plain,  tf  i 
Rood  gravelly  road  skirting  a  hill  range  •.  V  • 
left,  over  which  towers  the  conical  snow-  ^ 
peak  of  Damavand.  At  \\  miles  crus*  dry  >:-  > 
nala  and  near  it  two  streams  from  left.  At  3  miles  cross  a  stream ;  at  3 J  a  villa**  ~wi*i  » 
few  trees  and  a  ruined  fort  on  mound  on  left.  At  4  miles  cross  three  streams  from  right.  art 
pass  the  sarai  of  Kabud  Gumbaz.  Water  plentiful.  Supplies  none.  Beyond  this  the  rra*:  •%. 
but  for  a  few  undulations,  level.  Soil  for  the  most  part  gravel.  Quarter  of  an  hoar  ran :  ? 
cross  the  Jajrud  river,  about  1  mile  in  breadth,  several  watercourses  banked  up  in  this  sr%v» 
The  river  is  ultimately  lost  in  the  plain  of  Virarain.  Half  an  hour  after  passing  the  rivWy*»» 
village  Khasran  on  the  right,  and  35  minutes  farther  Sharif abad  on  the  left, 
is  a  flourishing  village  of  900  houses  round  a  ford,  and  u  surrounded  by 
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8Ug«  or  halt  lag  plsee. 


DlSTAjrCI.  IH  VTLSB. 
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The 
a 


vineyard*,  watered  from  a  strong  harez  stream.     Fruit  abundant ;  other  supplies  scarce.     Th 
filial  lies  on  the  banks  oi  the  brackish  Zauinid,  which  has  a  width  of  50  Yards,  flows  in 
ravine,  and  dries  up  in  August.    To  the  S.W.  the  country  slopes  down  to  the  wide  plain 
of  Viraiiiin. 


3.  KiSHLAK 


21 


66 


Road  excellent.  Soil  gravelly.  At  6  miles  en- 
ter defile  of  Sirdar-i-Kuk  thiough  low  rid  go  of  hills 
that  end  at  plain  a  few  mile*  to  right,  Bieadth 
varies  from  3U)  to  800  yards.  Its  exit  very 
narrow,  about  '30  yards.  Cross  a  salt  stream 
neveral  tiroes.  Hills  mostly  barren  till  about  20  miles.  Across  cultivation  for  last  mile. 
The  village  of  Husain&had  and  Kala-i-Nau  half  a  mile  right  of  road.  During  last  h« If  mile, 
cross  several  watercourses,  poiho  full,  others  empty.  At  Kishlak  is  the  HaMeh-rild,  a  fine 
large  stream  with  brick  bridge.  A  great  deal  of  cultivation  all  round.  The  heights  border- 
ing the  Sirdar-i-Kuk  defile  can  be  crowned  with  eaee  and  turned.  Bearing  S.E.  to  end 
of  pass,  thence  to  Kishlak  E.S.E.     Water  good,  but  muddy.    Supplies  plentiful. 


4.  Deh  NajcjlK 


••• 


23 


89 


Direction  E.  and  N.E.  Road  through  a 
plain  rich  in  cultivation  and  pasturage,  dotted 
with  villages,*  and  watered  by  Kundts  and 
streams.      At    10    miles    pass    walled     hamlet, 

Aradao,   150  bouses,  a  telegraph   station.     Pass   several   villages   right    and   left,  and   at 

1">  miles  Padish,    ll*>  bouses ;   beyond  this  the  alluvial  plain  is  replaced  by  a  gravelly  desert. 

Water   brackish.    Supplies  none.     Deh  Namak  consists  of  50  poor  huts,  round  a  fort  on  a 

ruOund, 


o.  LxaoiftD 


25 


114 


Route  E.N.E.  and  E.  skirting  the  de^er' 
of  Khiir.Wm.  Soil  cluv  and  Ht>on<?v  saline 
efuorescoT.ee,  covered  with  camel-thorn  u^d  scanty 
herbage,  utterly  without  water,  and  so  fatiguing 
that  few  Persians  ever  attempt  to  traverse  it  exoe'pt  at  night.  Cross  several  ravine*  by 
bridges.  At  13  miles  pass  large  deserted  village  and  post-station  Abdulabad.  Cross  more 
ravituw  by  bridges.  Lasgfrd  contains  a  dilapidated  fort,  post-house,  and  caravansarai.  Water 
brackish.     Supplies  plentiful. 


6.   SaksA*  (Telegraph 
station). 


22 


136 


Route  easterly ;  for  first  20  miles  across  stony 
undulating  desert,  a  good  deal  cut  up  by  water- 
courses.  At  10  miles  pass  village  Surkhab  on 
right.  About  16  miles  small  brick  cistern  on 
left  (dry?).  About  18  miles  some  lines  of  kandt  passing  under  road.  Last  2  miles  through 
fields.  At  20  miles  two  streams  of  clear  water.  Samnan  is  a  telegraph  station.  The  town 
hiv*  a  flourishing  look,  and  is  plentifully  supplied  with  good  water.  Supplies  abundant. 
Good  camping  ground  between  the  two  streams  crossed  at  20  miles,  where  there  is  also  a 
large  brick  sarai. 


7.  Ah6ajt 


••« 


24 


160 


Direction  N.E.  Road  for  11  miles  gravelly 
and  excellent ,-  remaining  13  miles  over  stony 
and  undulating  soil.  After  leaving  gardens 
at  J  miles,  cross  small  stream ;  garden  on  right. 
At  5  miles  begin  accent  of  long  hillskirt  beside  telegraph  poles.  At  12}  miles  oross 
broad  dry  bed  of  torrent.  At  13  miles  a  steep,  narrow  and  winding  ascent  (impracticable 
for  guns).  Reach  summit  at  14  miles,  passing  a  very  tiny  spring  near  the  top.  Thence 
steep  descent  into  broad  ravine  where  there  is  a  kandt  of  water  at  15  miles  ;  thence  long 
gentle  ascent  up  the  bed  of  a  mountain  torrent.  At  15$  mile* rains  of  a  sarai,  and  small 
village  on  right    At  19}  miles  ascent  becomes  steeper.    At  21  Miles  reach  highest  summit ; 
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8.  GHtJSHBH 


24 


184 


thence  undulating  descent  into  small  plain,  in  which,   at  24  miles,  is  the  large  brick 
and  post-house  of  Ahuan ;  pool  of  watei  beyond;  also  an  dbumbdr.     Water  good  and  plent  :«j 
Supplies  none. 

Route  N.N.E.  by  N.,by  a  good  hard  gra^T* 
road,  over  a  gpntly  falling  desert  wart*  «H*. 
hills  on  either  side.  Soon  cross  a  low  spur  «-f 
the  Elbure  (elev.  6,380  feet)  after  a  th  t» 
steep  ascent.  At  1}  miles  gentle  descent  to  5  miles,  when  it  become*  steeper.  At 
6  miles  road  winds  round  side  of  spur,  and  descends  gradually  into  the  bare  plain  cf 
Dam<rhan.  At  17  miles  cross  dry  bed  of  torrent.*  Ascend  over  low  ridge  (eler.  5,tifrt  tart, 
and  at  23J  miles  cross  another  dry  torrent-bed.  Near  the  latter  is  a  small  deserted  tr»  i 
fort  and  enclosures  on  left ;  a  little  farther  is  a  stream  of  clear  water  fi-om  the  Elberz. 
which  forms  a  pond  behind  the  sarai  and  post-house.  No,  village  or  cultivation.  W«t*» 
good,  but  limited  in  quantity,  from  the  pool  and  an  dbumbdr ;  none  on  the  march.  Snpplia 
none. 


9.  Damghan 


23 


207 


Route  N.E.  by  E.     Road  good,  mostly 
Follow  line  of  telegraph  across  a  stony 
plain  between  hills  as  far  as  village 
on  right  (1  hour  and  40  minutes).    Thenar 
inclines  rather  more  to  the  E.,  leading  parallel  to   hills  on  left :  distant  about  3    i 
To  the  right  lies  a  great  arm  of  the  desert,  $.   of  which  is   a  range  of  hills.    Soil,  a 
gravel.    Numerous  villages  are  passed  in  this  plain.     At  11 J  miles  Daulatabad  on  right, 
a  triple  wall  and  ditch.     At  13£  miles  cross  small  stream  and  pass  more  villages.     At  15 
cross  stream  from   left.  "*  At  21 J  ruins  and  burial  ground.     At  TZl  crop*  stream  and 
suburbs ;  4  miles  round  Daulatabad  alluvial.     Water  abundant  and  good.    No  supplies  * 
bread. 

10.  Dbh  Mull* 


Invi 


•i 


fin* 

vci 
m  >§ 
ft  Vr 


••• 


26 


233 


Direction  E.  by  N.  over  an  even  alluvial 
bare  of  vegetation.  To  the  left  it  slop***  -7 
to  a  stony  hillskirt ;  and  to  the  right  slope*  dmz. 
to  the  Salt  Desert.  From  3rd  to  4th  mile  •<-*» 
stant  watercourses.  At  6  miles  high  ruined  tower  "Tappa-i-Bakr."  At  12 J  miles  stona 
from  left.  Innumerable  villages  both  sides.  Deh  Mulla  is  a  small  village  with  a  ruraod  f-r*. 
on  a  mound,  and  a  large  caravansaraL  Water  good  and  plentiful  Supplies  in  small  quan- 
tities. 


11.  Shahb6d 


16 


249 


Route  N.N.E.  by  a  well-beaten  track  ow?  a 
stony  hill  skirt,  following  the  line  of  v^- 
graph.  At  times  it  skirts  the  eternal  salt 
of  the  Khurasan  desert  to  the  right ;  at 
the  hills  to  the  left.  Gradual  undulating  ascent  for  first  3  miles.  At  9  mile* 
cross  the  road.  Pass  a  walled  village  on  right ;  thence  road  turns  and  ascends  gradually  *» 
Shahrud,  which  is  situated  in  an  opening  of  the  Elburz.  It  is  a  large  walled  town  of  area* 
650  houses,  in  the  midst  of  gardens  and  vineyards,  and,  lies  at  the  foot  of  a  spur  of  tV 
Khawar  hill  that  separates  it  from  Bostam.  Shahrud  is  in  telegraphic  communication  wui 
Tihran  and  Astrabad.  There  are  three  good  sarais  here,  and  a  post-house ;  also  a  JtossSs? 
company's  agency.  There  are  numerous  villages  in  the  Shahrud  valley.  Water  good 
plentiful.  Supplies  abundant  Shahrud  possesses  both  military  and  commercial  in 
anoe,  owing  to  its  situation  at  the  mouth  of  the  pass  connecting  Astrabad  and  Khdrasaia. 


12.  KhjjbIbad 


••• 


8 


257 


Road  level  and  good.  Direction  for  6  m*m 
E.  by  N. ;  the  rest  E.  by  S.  Soil  xb»*> 
alluvial.  Skirt  E.  of  town  and  crow  avroni 
watercourses.    At  1  mile  broad  dry  torrent  fn» 
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left.     At  1 J  miles  pass  through  high  garden  walls  and  cross  two  streams  from  left.     At  4  J 


E.  by  S.     Water  good  ;  small  supply.    Supplies  none.    At  Khairabad  are  corn-fields  and  a 
few  huts  scattered  amidst  ruins. 


13.  Maiomai 


33 


290 


Direction  N.  by  S.  Road  good.  Soil  gravelly. 
Pass  through  ruins  of  Khairabad  and  ascend 
gently.  At  10  miles  ruined  reservoir  and  fort 
on  right.  At  13  miles  several  low  ridges  and 
dry  beds  of  torrents.  At  13£  miles  sharp  descent.  At  14  miles  ruins  of  fort  and  reservoir 
on  right.  At  16  miles  low  conical  hill  on  right,  and  range  of  mounds,  which  at  19  miles 
form  a  gorge  through  which  the  road  passes.  At  20  £  miles  steep  stony  ascent,  reaching  top 
in  five  minutes ;  thence  long  descent  into  plain  which  reach  at  23  miles.  At  26  J-  miles  stream 
from  right.  At  31  miles  enter  suburbs  of  town,  march  round  the  walls,  and  encamp  on  the 
bank  of  a  beautiful  stream  under  five  palm  trees*  Supplies  procurable  but  not  abundant. 
Commencing  from  Armiau,  some  12  miles  from  Khairabad,  a  succession  of  villages  is  passed 
at  the  foot  of  the  hills  on  the  right.  Maiomai  is  a  flourishing  place  surrounded  by  mulberry 
trees  and  corn-fields,  with  a  good  aarai  and  good  water.  There  are  a  number  of  fortified 
▼illagea  in  the  valley. 


1*4.   MlilTDlBHT 


••« 


24 


bounding  the  valley  or  plain  to  E 


314 


Direction  to  Zaidir  S.E.  by  S.  After  that 
E.S.E.  The  first  5  and  last  4  miles  level  and 
good.  The  centre  part  rough,  undulating  and 
stony.  As  far  as  Zaid&r,  road  hugs  the  hills 
. ;  beyond  the  country,  slopes  to  N.,  draining  into  the 
Jajarm  valley.  At  4  miles  pass  large  village  Ibrahimabad  on  left.  At  4£  a  stream  with 
trees  on  left,  which  crosses  road  1  mile  further  on,  flowing  from  right.  At  6}  cross  another 
stream,  on  which'  stands  fort  of  Zaidar  on  edge  of  a  wide  ravine ;  a  watch-tower  on  right. 
Beyond  the  fort  are  some  trees  and  a  karez,  but  no  cultivation ;  the  fort  is  generally  garrison- 
ed by  SO  Sarbdz,  At  7}  miles  enter  defile,  and  continue  among  stony  hills  for  three  hours.  At 
lo£  miles  a  very  stony,  narrow,  and  difficult  ridge.  At  11  miles  a  stony- and  difficult  descent 
through  defile.  Cross  dry  bed  of  torrent  at  12£  miles,  and  another  at  13 £  ;  thence  undulating 
till  17th  mile,  where  is  another  dry  bed.  At  18  miles  a  gradual  descent  into  a  more  level 
piain.  At  19  miles  a  gentle  ascent.  At  20  miles  enter  an  elevated  plain,  whence  sarai  is 
visible.  There  is  no  village  here,  but  the  sarai  is  fortified  and  contains  30  resident  families. 
The  new  sarai  Is*  a  very  fine  building.  Water  from  *  karez  stream  and  a  well ;  both  brackish,  1  ,' 
No  supplies.  The  great  plain  called  Kavir  is  covered  with  pasture  and  dotted  with  Turko- '  ' 
man  towers.  • 


15.  AbbasXbXd 


20 


334 


Direction  first  14  miles  E.  by  9. ;  then  N.E. 
by  E.  Road  good,  except  among  the  hills,  where 
it  is  stony,  and  the  soil  gravelly.  A  level  barren 
plain  for  3£  miles,  when  enter  defile.  Hills 
low,  barren,  and  volcanic.  At  6  miles  cross  a  rocky  ridge ;  at  7  miles  dry  bed  of  torrent ; 
and  at  8  cross  another  rocky  ridge.  At  8 J  miles  ascend  ;  and  at  9J  miles  a  steep 
atony  descent  into  a  small  valley  surrounded  by  hills.  At  11  miles  a  drv  torrent  from  left ; 
and  at  12}  miles  a  dilapidated  sarai,  stream,  and  fortified  village  of  Alhak,  50  houses  (but 
only  7  families) :  around  it  are  a  few  mulberry  trees,  and  there  is  a  good  little  karez  clone 
by.  At  12}  enter  defile  of  Alhak,  and  continue  in  it  till  14}  miles  ;  then  descend  gradually. 
K'lad*  cut  up  by  dry  beds  of  torrents  from  left,  that  here  turn  suddenly.  Going  round  spur  of 
b^Il.  Abbasaltfid  come*  into  view  ;  low,  but.  on  an  eminence.  At  19  miles  gardens  on  right, 
and  little  farther,  spring  on  left.    The  village  is  in  tiers  like  Lasgird ;  sarai  in  ruins.    A  few 
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Description*  Ac. 


good  bouses  for  travellers.     Water  good  and  plentiful,  but  there  is  some  bad  too.    Little 
cultivation.     No  supplies.    Napier  calls  the  distance  24  miles. 


16.  MiziNitf 


23 


357 


Direction    E.   by  S.    Road  level  and     eo>t' 

throughout,  skirting  hills  on  left  and  desert  •  , 
right.  Country  N.  of  the  Pul  Abraham  v*ry 
broken,  ravine  cut  and  overrun  by  hill'* ;  to  tie 
S.  a  vast  desert,  white  with  salt.  Descend  from  Abbasabad  and  cross  small  watevccur** 
At  3  miles  a  small  basin  of  green  turf  watered  by  spring  of  brackish  water  on  left.  At  7  mile* 
come  to  Pul  Abresham,  an  ancient  decayed  brick  bridge  over  a  narrow  rivulet  of  salt  w«j  -t. 
easily  forded.  At  9  miles  the  small  f ortified  village  of  Sadrabad,  new  caravanserai.  Brack  >  fc 
stream  on  left.  At  16*  miles  on  left  side  winter  road  branches  off.  At  20  mile*  oorn-nVl'* 
and  gardens  on  left,  with  large  village  of  Kakhk  on  the  same  side.  At  21  mile*  a  *ct»v. 
watercourse  and  cultivation.  At  21 J  ruins  of  fort  and  mosque.  At  12 J  fortified  village  Ba;»- 
manabad,  with  extensive  ruins  of  ancient  town.  Mazinan  i«  a  small  fortified  village  of  SUtf 
houses,    jit  has  two  sural s.     Water  from  kandt  good  and  plentiful    Supplies  tolerable. 


17.  Mies 


20 


377 


*•* 


82 


Route  due  E.  up  a  gentle  slope,  with  high  h?U 
to  the  left.  Road  good.  Soil  firm  sand  and  gravrl. 
Surface  mostly  bare  of  vegetation.  !*»»%-••&; 
Darwazan  village  and  gardens  at  f«»ot  of  hi.'* 
to  left,  .cross  about  10  mil's  a  efood  karez  stream  (the  only  water  on  road  between  Mazfaaa  arc 
Mihrj.  Cross  a  hill  skirt  slopii.g  up  to  the  Jagha'ai  hills,  about  4  miles  to  the  left,  and  dowrj 
to  the  desert,  about  6  mile  <  to  the  right ;  and  at  \b\  miles  pass  village  of  Sudkbar,  with  tnv^. 
gardens.  Abundant  supplies,  and  plenty  of  water.  Darwazan  is  protected  by  a  double  row  of 
Turkuman  towers  in  a  semi-circle  towards  the  plain.  To  the  &  of  the  village  tiw 
country  slopes  to  the  Sal*  Fesert.  On  the  edtje  of  this  are  a  number  of  village  fen* 
(deserted  owing  to  failure  of  water)  and  Turkuman  towers.  There  is  a  good  aaxa. 
at  Mihr,  and  a  large  extent  of  corn-fields;  200  houses.  Water  good  and  plentiful  Supples 
procurable. 

Direction  E.  by  S.  Road  good,  latter  part 
excellent.  Soil  gravelly  and  sandy.  Ci«w« 
several  dry  beds  of  streams.  At  7  znilee  road  t> 
village  Rewand  on  left  (rejoining  at  16  mile*'. 
At  lljniles  small  stream  from  left.  At  1 2  miles  splendid  brick  sarai  on  right  and  cistern  «*f  had 
water  on  left.  At  10  miles  another  cistern  on  left.  For  the  next  5  miles  several  dry  beds* 
At  22  miles  broken  bridge  over  broad  dry  bed  of  a  river.  At  23  £  miles  a  stream :  cistern  aaj 
ruins  on  left.  Thence  to  Sabzawar,  a  belt  of  .cultivated  land,  with  occasional  villages.  At  25 . 
miles  a  small  mud  fort  on  left  At  25}  miles  ravines  and  broken  ground.  At  271  miles  bread 
dry  bed  of  river,  and  ruins  of  the  large  village  of  Kmishrud,  with  high  brick  mittdr  on  left ; 
modern  village  same-  name  and  same  side.  At  28  miles  an  imdmzdda  on  left,  and  cistern  a*d 
mud  huts  on  right.  At  31  miles  a  watercourse,  cistern,  and  large  sarai.  Sabcawdr  i-  a  furt>- 
fied  town  and  contain!  about  2,000  houses  but,  owing  to  losses  by  famine,  only  about  half  rf 
them  are  occupied.  Water  good  and  plentiful  from  kandt.  Supplies  abundant.  Cultivation 
chiefly  cotton. 


18.  SabzawIe 


409 


19.  ZAVAJsAjri 


25 


434 


Route  due  B.  across  undulating  plain.  TO* 
soil  is  firm  and  gravelly.  Country  aa  far  as  etna* 
vansarai  Sar  Poehida  covered  with  a  encresjoosi  *£ 
flourishing  villages,  well  supplied  with  wa?«. 
and  surrounded  by  cultivation.  Thence  over  a  desert  plain  bounded  on  either  aide  by  hillv 
ranges.  At  17  miles  kandt ;  and  at  19  miles  a  brick  oistern  of  cood  water  on  left,  and  line  «i 
kandtt  on  right.  At  25  miles  a  stream  of  good  water*  and  waUed  tillage  Zafarani,  with  U9 
houses  and  an  excellent  sarai.    No  supplies. 
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20.  Sb6bIb 


17 


451 


Direction  to  foot  of    pass  E.8.B.,  thence  E. 

by  S.  Hoad  good  throughout,  a  little  stony 
in  some  places,  and  rather  narrow  in  others. 
The  first  half  level  and  alluvial ;  the  last  half  un- 
dulating and  gravelly.  At  2  miles  cross  dry  bed  of  torrent ;  at  3  miles  gradual  accent  to  hills  ; 
and  at  3 J  niiles  deep  mins  of  fort  and  brick  cistern  on  right.  At  7 J  miles  deep  dry  bed  ;  at  8 
miles  enter  defile  ;  and  at  9  miles  fort  of  Khalideh  and  brick  sarai  on  rn?ht,  where  is  a  village  of 
f»»  t  houses  near  some  good  springs  of  fresh  water.  Vil'age  is  called  Sangi.  Cross  stream,  which 
runs  through  tamarisk  jungle,  and  cross  it  again  twice  at  intervals  of  \  mile.  After  thia 
a>cent,  at  first  steep  aud  narrow,  then  undulating  and  winding,  and  afterwards  a  gentle  rise. 
At  13  mile*  road  turns  oil  to  left ;  and  at  13  J  miles  pass  a  small  spring  on  left ;  }  mile  farther  a 
►teep  ridge.  At  15  miles  broad  dry  bed  of  river  ;  and  at  17  miles  fortified  village  of  Shurab, 
<;i>  houses  on  left.  Water,  gardens,  <fco.,  on  right.  Water  good  and  plentiful.  Supplies 
none. 


21.  ZamihIbXd 


9 


460 


Route  E.S.E.,  by  a  good  road  descending 
over  a  gently  falling  pasture  tract  called  Dasht-i- 
(iarinab.  Ascend  from  hollow  and  pass  over 
a  broken  country  with  hills  on  either  side: 
denrend  after  some  25  minutes  into  a  small  hollow,  and  crossing  its  moist  sandy  ravine,  ascend 
from  it  and  traverse  a  ridge  undulating  t  act.  leaving  the  little  Zerrant  forts  in  a  nook  to 
t'.ie  left.  In  \{  hours  after  crossing  the  ravine,  reach  Zaniinabad,  a  fortified  Tillage  of  80 
bouses,  amidst  corn-fields.     Water  brackish  from  karcz  streams. 


22.   NlBHAPfa 


••• 


16 


*?Li 


.476 


Route  E.N.E.  over  the  plain.  First  6  miles 
soft,  salt -covered  eatth,  ca  led  Zamin-i-Karir, 
into  which  horses'  feet  sink  ;  last  10  miles 
excellent  r<  ad.  Leave  Zaminabad  by  strung 
brick  bridge  over  tho  salt  river  Shurab.  At  2  miVs  buck  bridge  over  muddy  stream.  At 
0  miles  ruins  of  Hasandbad.  Thence  road  leads  across  a  well-cult* vated  plain,  with  the  lofty 
ra?>ge  of  the  Elburz  hills  to  the  N  ;  the  country  studded  with  numerous  little  forts, 
each  containing  some  30  or  50  hous.%  and  surrounded  by  corn-fields  and  gardens.  Nishapur 
now  only  contains  some  5,(MX)  inhabitants,  hundreds  of  whom  are  starving  beggars.  Town 
in  Kurrounded  by  a  wall  and  moat.  Water  good  and  plentiful.  Supplies  abundant,  (Vid* 
"•  Nishapur.)" 


23.   D*HBfJD 


•t« 


23 


499 


Direction  for  18  miles  E.  by  S. ;  the  rest 
E.  Road  throughout  good.  First  18  miles 
over  Nishapur  plain,  passing  numerous  Tillages 
amidst  cultivation.  After  that  pass  between 
Inw  mounds  and  ascend  stony  hillskirt.  The  best  encampment  is  to  the  left  of  the  road. 
I  tebrdd  contains  500  houses,  but  there  are  not  more  than  60  families  in  the  place.  Water 
along  road  at  intervals.    At  camp  good  and  plentiful    Supplies  procurable. 

24.  Camp  u  the  Wil- 


14 


613 


Direction  N.E.  Road  narrow,  rocky,  and 
I>0WS."  steep,  utterly  impracticable   for  guns,  or  even 

camels.    It  is  only  passable  at  all  in  summer. 

The  heights  cannot  be  crowned.  Pasa  through 
Tillage  and  ascend,  winding  through  gardens  and  streams  for  1|  miles,  when  there  is  a  steep 
rocky  descent.  Pass  along  causeway,  overlooking  deep  ravine.  At  2|  miles  enter  the  pass 
with  high  and  precipitous  rooks  on  both  sides.  At  7  miles  small  stone  sarai  on  mountain  side 
ou  left  Thence  road  is  Tery  steep,  but  not  stony.  At  7i  miles  a  Tery  Bteep  ascent  for  20  min- 
utes, when  the  summit  is  reached,  and  where  there  are  several  large  heaps  of  atones  thrown  np 
by  pilgrims.    Descent  steep,  but  broad.   Near  the  top  is  a  very  sharp  pitch  for  10  minutes,  at 
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25.  TlttrfKHBEH 


the  bottom  of  which  a  stream  falls  into  the  road,  which  becomes  narrow  and  stony.  At  11 
miles  a  stone  sarai  on  left ;  and  at  \2\  descent  becomes  very  narrow,  and  bushes  appear. 
At  13  miles  pass  opens  for  half  a  mile,  and  the  land  is  cultivated  in  small  patch**  on  ngtit- 
At  13J  miles  very  nigged,  narrow,  and  diffienlt,  and  at  13 f  miles  is  a  small  waterfall «« 
left.  At  14  miles  is  an  open  space  (field)  suitable  for  camp.  Water  all  the  way  clear  aod 
good.     Supplies  none. 

10  623  Direction  N.E.    Road  abominable  all  the  way. 

Cross  the  torrent  a  countless  number  of  tin*-*, 
t  Continue  descent  at  half  a  mile.  A  solitary  r« ;  - 
lar  on  a  high  rock  to  right.  At  2  miles  avenv 
of  plane-trees.  Presently  road  becomes  execrable,  steps  cnt  by  feet  of  mules.  At  2)  ouj  * 
»mall  open  space  with  house  in  orchard  on  left.  At  4  miles  Tillage  of  Jaghark,  garden*,  aei 
orchards.  At  5  miles  village  of  Amberan.  Soon  after  emerge  from  pass.  Undulating  ascrat 
through  walled  lane,  with  gardens  on  both  sides.  The  torrent  that  flows  down  the  ;«as 
continues  along  tha  valley,  which  is  full  of  splendid  trees  on  right.  At  h\  miles  reach  \a> 
of  ridge.  A  fort  on  right  front  on  the  top  of  the  mountain.  Turn  right  to  Tordkhbeb,  a 
long  winding  street  in  the  midst  of  plantations.  The  proprr  road  is  straight  on  over  star  a 
ridge.    Water  plentiful  and  good.    Supplies  in  small  quantity. 


26.  MiflHHlD 


12 


635 


Direction  K.X  E.  to  Gulirtan ;  thence  EJS  E 
over  the  Kotal-i-Torbaraz,  and  across  the  gmt 
plain  of  Mashhad.  Road  for  first  hoar  bad  ott 
hills  ;  rest  good.  8oil  gravel  and  alluvial  Pass 
through  lanes  with  gardens  and  orchards  on  both  sides,  and  ascend  to  high  level  plateau.  Xi 
1  mile  avenue  of  mulberry  trees ;  fort  on  high  hill  off  right  At  2  miles  fortified  village  rs 
hifch  mound  in  the  valley  off  right.  At  2|  miles  pass  through  small  hamlet  of  Guli«taa ; 
trees  and  water.  A  few  yards  farther  a  very  rocky  ridge,  the  Tappa*alam,  with  the  Kutai- 
i-Torbaraz,  and  deep  bed  of  bread  river  off  right  Little  farther  on,  a  stone  band  somas  the 
riverbed  connects  two  rooks.  At  4  miles  steep  descent  into  dry  riverbed,  150  yards  wide.  A 
few  yards  beyond,  cross  small  stream.  At  4.1  miles  long,  rocky  and  precipitous  descent  «mr 
boulders  and  slippery  face  of  naked  rock.  At  5  miles  arrive  in  large  plain.  At  6  miles  n.  ^ 
ruins  on  right,  with  scanty  cultivation.  At  6 J  miles  small  mud  fort  on  right.  At  S  miW* 
small  sarai  and  treees  on  right  Cross  stream.  At  9  miles  small  stone  obelisk  on  left,  grat  *» 
yards,  and  a  line  of  kandta.  At  11}  miles  cross  deep  ditch  by  bridge  ;  and  at  12  miles  r**r* 
gate  of  citv.  Water  abundant  and  good.  Supplies  plentiful.  Camels  proceeding  Jrua 
Kishapnr  to  Mashhad  must  take  the  road  rid  Sharifabld.     (  Fade  u  Mashhad.") 
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1.  Kuid 


10 


10 


A  pretty  village  at  the  month  of 
Elburx.    Good  water  from  a 


807 


Route  No.  892 — con'd. 
Tihrdn  to  Rathi— contd. 


8Ug«  or  halting  placo. 


DlBTAJTCB.  1ST  MTLSS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 
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2.    K  A  RICH, 

Kabaj. 


or 


18 


28 


A  village  at  the  mouth  of  a  gorge  in  the 
mountains,  whence  issues  the  Karaj  river. 
Passing  through  Kand  the  road  descends  200 
feet  to  a  ravine ;  then  it  crosses  the  Kand  river 
3  fe*t  deep,  40  feet  broad,  and  very  rapid,  the  banks  covered  with  reeds  and  low  jungle.  The 
Karaj  river  is  in  general  fordable,  but  there  is  a  brick  bridge  \  mile  above  the  village. 


3.  KubdIn 

4.  Gazb-i-Sano 


16 
27 


44 
71 


A  village  of  150  houses. 


The  road  heavy  for  the  first  mile.  It  then 
enters  bills  which  run  from  the  foot  of  a  range 
of  mountains  parallel  to,  and  overtopped  by,  the 
Elburz  range.  In  another  mile  the  Kurdan 
river  is  reached  and  crossed  by  a  bridge;  it  is  here  3  feet  deep,  140  feet  broad,  and  very 
rapid.  The  road  then  enters  a  hilly  country,  and  passes  the  fine  village  of  Chandni,  after 
which  it  ascends  for  1,000  feet  above  Kurdan.  In  another  hour  it  reaches  a  shrine,  and  in  1 
mile  farther  the  village  of  JHr.  It  then  descends  into  a  ravine;  thence  for  4  miles  it  lies 
through  a  fine  plain.    It  fs  not  necessary  to  go  to  Hir,  which  is  a  detour. 

28  99  The  road  lies  through  a  magnificent  plain, 

bounded  on  either  side  by  mountains,  and 
watered  by  many  small  streams,  with  patches  of 
grass,  camel- thorn,  and  rough  herbage.    At  12 


6.  HisXb 


%%% 


miles  passes  a  rained  caravansarai. 


6.  KiBviif 


7.  IohXBXba 


8.  KIhsIv 


12 


12 


20 


111 


123 


143 


The  road  is  very  heavy  the  whole  way.  At 
Kasvin  there  is  a  telegraph  office. 

For  the  first  5  miles  to  Mahmudabad  the  road 
is  heavy  after  rain.  It  then  enters  the  hills  and 
ascends  to  Agha  Baba,  which  is  several  hundred 
feet  above  Kasvin. 


Seven  hours.  The  road  for  the  first  5  miles 
to  Mazra  is  very  good,  though  a  little  spongy 
after  rain ;  thence  it  goes  over  hills,  which  con. 
tinually  increase  in  height  and  difficulty,  and  is 
vi»ry  heavy.  On  the  Kahzan  side  it  comes  to  a  series  of  ravines  from  a  yard  to  10  feet  deep, 
worn  in  places  into  deep  holes,  and  is  frightfully  difficult  for  horses.  It  then  descends  and 
reaches  a  pass,  in  the  centre  of  which  flows  a  stream,  and  which  is  strewn  with  the  bones  of 
camels,  mules,  Slc.,  belonging  to  former  travellers.  This  pass  is  extremely  dangerous  in  the 
winter,  when  numbers  perish  annually. 

9.  Pai-i-ChihaB     ... 


12 


only  from  6  to  40  feet  in  breadth 


10.  MiNzfL,  or  Man 


14 


155  1  The  road  is  a  steep  descent  the  whole  way 
through  wild  ravines.  The  lust  part  is  excessive* 
ly  steep  to  the  Pai-i-Chinar  river,  the  bed  of  which 
is  here  200  yards  broad,  though  the  water  is 

It  is  sometimes  unfordable  for  10  days  together. 


169 


The  road  passes  alongside  the  river  for   2 
miles/  and  then  crosses  it  by  a  handsome  brick 
bridge ;  after  that  it  is  Yerj  hard  and  good,  and 
2  miles  from  the  bridge  it  passes  a  small  jungle 
and  a  large  ruined  village.    Manzfl  is  a  large  village. 
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11.  RustamXbad 


15 


184 


At  J  mile  come  to  the  Suf  id   Rdd,  w'.i, 
crossed  by  abridge  of  seven  arches.    Tt*e  n»£ 
passes  along  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  cot** 
ascending  and  descend1  ng  high   nek*.     In  »-■ 
places  it  is  very  steep  and  rugged,  and  not  by  any  means  broad,  so  that  a  f.U««  step  «»• 
hurl  on©  over  a  precipice  of  from  1(0  to  1,200  feet  deep.     At  4  miles  from   Mami'  j 
through  Riidbar,  beyond  which  the  river  expands  still  more,  and  at  }  mile  from  Manxil  j* 
caravansaraL 


>  A 


12.  Injali  ...  16  199  The  rood  is  a  stony  series  of  a*cen*a  and  ■  -^ 

cents,  varied  occanianally  by  a    slough    b-«-  « 
combed  by  the  feet  of  pasting  animals.     CK 
side   is   a   precipice,  towards    whi  h    tS*    |*  - 

■helves  in  a  sinister  fashion.    At  6  miles  pass  a  bridge  over  a  tributary  of  Sufid  lUkL 


13.  Rasht 


12 


211 


The  road  goes  through  swamp  and  jut**?1.*  f  • 
J  mile,  and  then  get*  on  the  main   Ilk*'  t  r 
which  is  excellent  at  Brut,  with  ditc'if*   <  n  ■ 
side  at.d  a  wall  fence  a  fnot   hijrh ;  t*c?  t'  •»  z 
part  comes  only  in  patches,  while  between  are  veritable  slo"g.is  of  de-pond,  which  li«il  a.* 
made  to  break  the  legs  of  animals.    At  6  miles  reach  a  sarai,  when  the  road  improve*. 

Sehindler  gives  the  following  account  of  the  road  between  AgLa  Bala  a&i 
Manzil  :— 

About  2  miles  from  Agha  Baba  road  crosses  the  Basher  stream,  tfhich  flow*  to  \Y+  «• 
And  then  passing  the  village  BuUcinfn  continues  over  undulating  ground  intnt  he  r  * 
Dod^h,  and  pas>injr  ovi'r  another  low  ridge,  reaches  at  5   miles  the  larire  vill;>g*»  of  K 
situated  in  a  fertile  vally.     Passing   the   village  of  Duzarka^h;-  Hisatnahad.   And    it 
the  road,  after  another  (J  miles,  reaches  the  fine  lirge  village  of  Bikaftli,  situated  <»n  a  >* 
flowing  into  the  Mullah  Ali  Valley,  and  past  Pai-i-Chinar.    The  telegraph  i*>1  -a  now  on*»- 
Burandasht  range,  whilst  the  projected  lino  of  railway  will  follow  the  Bikandi  valW.     Y> 
the  little  spring,  called  As^alck,  there  is  a  steep  ascent.     The  road  then  enters  into  the  A»fv 
valley,  over-toweed  on  the  right  by  the  rugged   Piriiz  range.     This   valley  jams*  a:  I*  z 
Baghi  into  that  of  the  Yuzhashi  stream,  which   is  rather  wider.     Here  f»ir»   a&loU*a      ♦ 
already  attest  a  warmer  climate.     After  winding  for  a  while  through  tbi*  valley.  p*«t  w  *    - 
camps  of  tihaiasvand  nomads,  the  road  enters  the  main  valley  of  Mullah  AH  fcalW  aU©  Him 
Khan).    The  picturesque  village  of  Mullah  Ali  is  deserted  in  summer,  only  a  few  men  mu. •  • 
ing  to  guard  the  rice-fields.     The  stream  at  this  place  is  not  passable  in  spring,  eioept  by  '  s 
bridge.     Passing  the  village  of  Kogfr,  the  road  reaches  a  few  miles  farther  the  peat-hum* 
Pai-i-Chinar.    One  and  a  half  miles  beyond,  the  Yuzbashi   stream  unites  with  the  St»*l»rv.  , 
which  latter  in  its  turn  unites  with  the  Kizil-iizan  at  Manjil,   below   which  tlictr  cocbltr-  I 
waters  bear  the  name  Safi-rud.     The  road  then  bends  to  the  left,  and  about  3  mih*  tnci 
Pai-i-Chinlr,  crosses  the  bridge  of  Loshan,  beyond  which  the  district  of  Jatnalabad  cnmn>.*r.-  * 
The   heat   here  is   intolerable.     The   Shahrud  here  flows  through  a  broad   sandy  t*J'»*. 
bounded  on  either  sido  by  dry  barren  hills.    The  villages  are  only  inhabited  in  winter.     T.* 
cane-brakos  on  the  banks,  and  the  dry   plains  beyond,  swarm    with  bugs.     To  the  rir*:  •  ■? 
mountains  of  some  height  with  a  few  trees  and  villages,  of  which  Biwarxan  is  the  uu**t  .t_ 
portant.    On  the  left  the  hills  are  lower ;  in  a  valley  on  this  side  are  the  villages   Cli^i.' 
and  Ulshan.     Near  the  northern  end  of  the  valley  lies  the  village  of  Sivapoah,  with  hrp 
olive  groves.    Twelve  miles  from  the  Loshan  bridge  is  the  village  of  Af  anjil,  with  a  r**t 
house  and  telegraph  office.    Above  it,  at  the  edge  of  the  forest,  the  little  villagfc  of  HanrW 
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At  this  plaee  there  is  a  constant  current  of  air  from  the  N.  caused  by  the  higher  tem- 
perature of  the  Caspian  littoral.  This  is  probably  the  road  by  which  the  Shah  lately  drove 
to  Ra*ht  in  a  carriage*  Though  longer  than  the  post-road,  vid  Mazra  and  Ismaibibad  (6,000 
feet),  it  has  the  advantage  of  not  ascending  nearly  so  high,  and  consequently  is  freer  from 
•now  and  boisterous  weather  in  winter. 

Instead  of  following  the  road  from  Tiliran  to  Kasvin,  described  above,  the 
Tabriz  post  road  may  be  taken  so  far.  Dr.  Wills,  when  travelling  from 
Tiliran  to  Rasht,  made  the  following  stages  :— 


Mianjub     .., 

Sangarabad 

Safarkhoja 

Abdul&bod 

Kasvfn 

Masreh 

Pai-i-Chinar 

Manzil 

Rosturaabad 

Kndum 

Rasht 


••• 


Fartakh*. 

...  6 
...  6 
...  6 
...  6 
...  3 
...  7 
«•.  6 
...    6 

6 

6 

4 


••• 


••• 


The  port  of  Rasht  is  Anzali.  This  is  reached  by  a  road  through  the  forest  to 
Pfri  Bazaar  (10  or  12  miles) ;  thence  by  boat  across  the  bay,  usually  4  to  8 
hours/  sail. 


Route  No  393. 

TihrXn  to  SXet,  via  ShIrgah. 
Authority. — Ouseley  ;  Todd. 


Stagt  or  halting  plaee. 


Dxstajtci,  nr  htlss. 
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Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


It  is  impossible  to  follow  this  route  in  existing  maps  ;  and,  moreover,  the 
routes,  as  given  by  Todd  and  Ouseley,  do  not  altogether  harmonize.  Todd's 
account  is  as  follows  :— 


1  JXji.RtJD 


15 


15 


On  quitting  Tihr&n  in  an  E.N.E  direction 
at  15  miles,  the  Jaji-Rul  river  is  crossed  by 
a  ford.  Bat  from  the  month  of  April  to  the 
middle  of  June,  when  the  mountain  snows  are 
melting,  it  is  often  so  much  swollen  that  laden  males  make  a  circuit  of  several  miles  to  cross 
the  river  by  a  bridge,  said  to  be  about  3  miles  above.the  caravansarai  at  the  ford. 


78 


eio 
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2.  Damavakd          ... 

3.  SaabandXn 

25 
15 

40 
65 

From   Jaji-Rtid  to  Damavand,  a  distanc?    : 
25  miles,  the  road  is  crossed  by   several  <n~ 
streams,  upon  each  of  which  is  situated  a  nllxr 
surrounded  by  cultivation. 

The  road  passes  through  several  *ren-*nrp!:  •• 
villages.    .From    Sarbandan  to    Firdx  Kui  : 
supplies   are  to  be   had,  except   in  small  <px- 
tities,  at  the  wretched  huts  which  are  cail^i 

caravan  sarai. 


_  ■ 
*  a 


v  J 


caravansarais  of  Am,  Dali-chai,  and  Arnfnabad.    At  Am  the  road  gradually  inclines  toward* 
range  of  hills  to  the  6.    The  Dali-chai  river  is  a  rapid  mountain  stream  flowing1  fn«s 
N.VV.  in   a  deep  ravine,  through    a  mountainous  broken  country.    To  th«  E.  cf  :*•»  f 
is  a  steep  and  rocky  ascent  over  hills  sprinkled  with  juniper.     From  Aminab&i  to  Gkixu-  -  - 
the  road  is  good,  except  at  the  descent  to  the  river,   which  is  abrupt  and  rocky.    Th*  ii* 
chai  flows  from  the  N.    It  is  a  considerable  stream,  but  fordable  at  all  seasons. 

4.  ShiboaH  • ...  The  road   from  Firuz-kuh  intoMixan^i 

leads  over  a  pass,  about  10  miles  to  the  > 
of  that  place.  Near  the  summit  of  tie  * 
is  a  large  and  well-built,  though   now   r-..* 

On  the  9th  April  the  snow  was  deep  on  the  summit  of  the  ridge  for  abxxt  >.  i 
mile,  and  the  road  had  only  recently  been  opened.     Immediately  below  the  snow  on  the  tu*t  •• 
side  is  a  forest  of  stunted  oak,  and  the  path  runs  in  the  bed  of  a  small  stream,  the  source  «■: 
Talar  river.     This  bed  descending  becomes  a  narrow  ravine,  and  in  the  course  of  a   few  r 
the  oak  gives  place  to  the  juniper,  elm,  chesnut,  beech,  box.  and  rhododendron,  sprinjrinc  I: 
every  crevice  of  the  rocks.    At  32  miles  below  the  remains  of  a  hill  fortress,  calh«d  by  th?  p-* 
of  the  country  the  Castle  of  the  Dev-i-Siifid,  the  ravine  contracts  to  a  narrow  gvrge,  whic'i 
formerly  defended  by  a  stone  wall,  the  remains  of  which  and  of  a  gateway  are  still  v>- 
In  the  vicinity  of  this  place  area  few  patches  of  barley.    One  mile  beyond  Surkhrn*-a*  r« 
cultivated.     The  road  here  runs  through  a  dense  thicket,  and  before  we  reached  the  Pul-i-^- 
which  is  a  well-built  stone  bridge  over  the  Talar,  we  came  upon  the  enromeneem*  nt  .  : 
branch  of  Shah  Abbas 's   causeway.     At  Pul-i-Sufid  the  road  turns  N.N.W.  and  e^*  * 
along  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river,   and  as  far  as  Shfrgsih  it  is  execrable.    The  c«a*rvj.- 
Sbah  Abba*  has  a  magnificent  work,   formed  by  a  trench  20  feet  deep  and  14  wid*.  ez 
the  side  of  the  mountain,  and  then  filled  with  large  stones.    In  consequence  i»f  the  ire  « 
rains  which  fall  in  this  pnrt  of  the  country,  and  of  the  want  of  all  repair,  this  csvewi/ 
been  nearly  destroyed.     In  many  parts  the  stones  have   bren  washed   away,  and  their  fl 
having  been  supplied  by  logs  and  branches  of  trees,  it  is  difficult  even  for  nmlus  to  pais. 

5.  Sam  ...  Four  miles  beyond  SMrgnb  the  rosd  leiw 

hills  and  enters  upon  a  fine  level  tract  of  ctirn  .'». 
covered  with  cultivation,  pasturage,  on»l  w<»  i 
The  road    here  diverges  to  the   N^T.E-  fn  ". 

the  Tnhir  river.    Between   AMabad  and  Siri,  15  miles  in   a  N.K.  direction,  th*  caunr»ii 
for  a  mile  or  two  is  in  good  repair,  and  leads  through  a  natural  avenue  of  magnificent  tr-» 
All  traces  of  it  are  then  lost  until  within  3  miles  of  >ari.     Travellers   are  obhgt<d  to  pnk 
a  pathway   for  themselves  through  swamps,  brushwood,  and  rice-fields,   at  some  disUt-oe 
from  the  original  line  of  road. 

Ouseley's  account  commences  from  a  point   (name  unknown)  19  miles  .a 
the  Tihran  side  of  Kailun. 


A* 


1.   KlILtiN 


19 


•  •• 


The  road  crosses  a  deep  riverbed   near  ♦■• 
town,  and  at  1  mile  ascends  a  high  hill  wi»u  V 


en 


Route  No.  393 — eoneld. 
Tihrdn  to  Sari,  via  Shtrg dh— concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distasci,  ik  m»a. 


Description,  Ac. 


by  a  narrow  and  dangerous  path  ;  it  then  descends  and  crosses  the  river.  The  next  4  miles 
li*  over  hills  and  through  chasms  between  mountains ;  and  at  8  miles  again  crosses  the  river ; 
tt.cn  for  2  miles  it  goes  along  the  river,  which  it  crosses  by  a  ford  at  12  miles.  At  16  miles 
reach  Sdrun,  a  beautiful  village ;  then  in  3  miles  reach  Kailiin,  crossing  and  recrossing  the 
river  twenty  times. 

24  ...  The  road  goes  back  on  the  last  stage  1  mile ; 

then  goes  nearly  K.  along  a  valley  between 
two  ranges  of  hills.  At  5  miles  it  turns 
N.E  ;  and  at  7  miles  again  £.,  crossing  a  riverbed 
several  times.  The  road  rough  and  bad,  and  very  narrow.  At  14  miles  the  valley  widens  a 
Htt  Ic ;  and  at  16  expands  into  a  plain.  Two  miles  thence  to  Dalichai  the  road  is  very  bad  be- 
tween hills. 


2.  DjllichXi 


3.  Fiztiz-Ktn 


••• 


narrow  valley  between  s 
Vera  id  in  by  a  stream. 

4.  TalXb  Rcdbab  ., 


21  ...  The  road  is  very  bad  to  Hablarud,  7  miles 

N.E. ;    thence    the    road     is  very    bad,  being 
either  on  the  steep  sides  and  very  edges  of  hills, 
and  not  above  IS  or  14  inehes  wide,  or  else  along  a 
; upend ous  rocks  and  mountains.     From  Firuz-kuh  a  road  leads  to 


28 


The  road  goes  over  a  plain  for  5  miles,  when 
a  mined  sarai  is  reached  ;  and  again  by  an  easy 
accent  for  6  miles  to  the  Caravan sarai-Gaduk. 
It  then  descends  for  £  mile,  and  forests  appear, 
the  road  narrowing  and  becoming  very  difficult,  when  it  goes  over  steep  mountain*,  or  in 
the  bed  of  the  river  covered  with  boulder*,  the  hills  on  both  sides  being  covered  with  jungle. 
At  IS  miles  reach  some  huge  rocks  called  Khanab-i-Dev-i-Siifid  :  near  this  is  the  dilapidated 
sarai  of  Siirkhrabdt.  Beyond,  at  4  miles  come  to  Dtiab,  at  the  junction  of  two  streams ;  aud 
4  miles  farther  to  Talar  liudbar. 


5.  Zikib 


••i 


16 


The  road  goes  along  the  river  Talar  for  6  miles, 
and  is  in  many  places  execrable ;  then  crosses  it  by 
the   Pul-i-Suffd   by    a    bridge    of  two    archex. 
Thence  it  is  very  difficult  indeed  over  a  rugged 
path,  np  and  down  steep  hills  through  chasms  between   rucks,  crossing  the  Tatar   at  least 
twenty  times,  and  frequently  passing  morasses  where  horses  sink  to  the  saddle  girth. 

6.  SflfBoln  ...  18  •••  The  road  still  continues  by  the  Talar  river, 

frequently  crossing  it  for  the  first  9  miles  along 
Shah  A  bias's  causeway,  and  completely  broken 
up,  and  is  very  difficult  indeed.  At  7  miles  arrive 
at  the  Sar-i-Kala,  a  frightfully  difficult  ascent,  np  which  animals  cannot  go  without  being 
regularly  dragged  np.  Thence  the  road  continues  equally  bad  by  Mian-i-Kala,  through 
magnificent  forest  to  Shfrgah.  The  road  is  execrable,  sometimes  on  a  level  with  the  stream, 
sometimes  ascending  500  to  600  feet  above.  Several  torrents  are  crossed  by  good  bridges. 
At  12  miles  the  road  becomes  mere  level  and  the  hills  recede. 


7.  AliXbId 


8.  SIfil 


10 


16 


••• 


••• 


The  road  commences  very  bad,  going  through 
a  most  beautiful  country  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Talar  for  3  miles,  when  this  river  is  crossed.  At 
7  miles  ascend  a  well-wooded  hill ;  thence  road 
to  Borfanish. 

The  road  is  much  better,  bnt  at  3  miles  the 
causeway  disappears,  and  travellers  have  to  go 
as  best  they  can  through  the  fields. 


61ft 
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1.  Kamab 


23| 


Pass  through  Tillage  RustumibsVd, 
stream  at  bridge,  and  thence  E.  through  Arx  . 
and  Ushgul.  Leaving  last  Tillage,  foil'  • 
track  leading  E.S.E.,  and  bending  S.  to  *vr 
in  range  of  low  hills  bounding  plain  on  right  hand.  Pass  through  narrow  gorg*  aai 
emerge  on  plain  of  Dar  Dasht,  opening  on  Tihran  at  hamlet  Narmak  (9  miles).  Thence  ds* 
E.  7  miles,  across  undulating  gravelly  plain  to  Surkhhissar  (16  mile*) ;  hamlet,  with  wai/r 
passing,  at  1£  miles ;  gardens  and  enclosure  of  Majidabad  ;  and  crossing  at  5  miles,  r-  *i 
from  Tihran  to  Haftchah  Pass,  Lar,  and  Sari.  At  Surkhhissar  strike  into  road  from  TibiM 
(distant  12  miles).  Beyond  hamlet  direct  road  to  Jajirud  ford  leads  due  &*  up  small 
3  miles  to  river  ;  road  to  bridge  turns  N.E.  over  low  range.  At  4£  miles  reach 
750  feet,  easy  ascent,  low  heights  of  gravel  and  alluvium  on  either  hand  ;  descend  to 
6teep  2  miles,  800  feet.  Jajirud  stream  (22J  miles),  running  through  narrow  vmHer 
strips  of  cultivation  a  few  yards  square,  fordable  ;  bridge  of  four  arches,  and  caneew 
good  repair ;  left  bank  easy  ;  hill  slightly  receding  right ;  hills  commanding ;  turn  up 
few  hundred  yards ;  then  follow  lateral  glen  with  small  stream  due  E.  for  1  mile  to  ham** 
Kamar. 


^p- 


r;t 


2.   GlLABD 


23} 


47 


From  Kamar  proceed  up  stream  and  im 
E.  At  £  a  mile  hills  recede,  falling  away 
right  (S.).  At  4  miles  gain  crest  of  tiC** 
gentle  ascent  over  long  undulations.  Road  op^i ; 
soil  alluvium  and  gravel ;  rough  grass  abundant.  Descend  slightly,  and  pass  on  E.  for  6  nibs 
over  undulating  broken  plateau ;  right,  main  ridge  ;  left,  low  hills  skirting  piatemo,  b*W 
which  runs  stream  from  Damawand  valley  ;  beyond  barren  range  Karag*tah  hills*  bek^i 
which  lies  the  caravan  road.  Road  good ;  soil  alluvium  with  gravel.  At  6}  miles  pose  sn-J1 
mud  sarai  of  Awanjelah  (?)*  left ;  gardens  and  a  few  fields  off  right.  At  8  mile*  deep  rari?e 
with  small  stream,  snow  water,  and  few  acres  barley  and  wheat.  At  11 J  miles  descend  for  1  a 
mile  to  hamlet  and  stream  of  Bdmahan  (12  miles).  Villages  up  and  down  valley-  Good  sen? 
of  cultivation  skirting  stream,  which  is  never  dry  in  ordinary  years.  Thence  oross>£ 
stream  by  bridge,  five  arches,  traverse  broken  plateau.  Koad  good,  with  a  few  etee»  pittas*  . 
soil  alluvium,  mixed  with  sand  and  coarse  gravel,  dark  sandstone  rock  showing  in  places.  Al 
16}  miles  easy  descent  to  hamlet  and  stream  Rudhind;  stream  perennial.  Good  atrip  of  ealN 
vation ;  large  village,  Siahband,  down  stream.  Thenoe  3  miles  over  open  plateau  roeji  g***~ 
and  3  miles  over  steep  undulations  of  projecting  spur  of  main  range.  Road  good,  with  a  ft* 
steep  pitches.  At  20J  miles  reach  crest  of  plateau.  Thence  ea»y  descent  of  3  miles  (.7UO  fert) 
to  hamlet  Gilard,  in  wide  open  valley  of  Damawand ;  wide  stretch  of  cultivation. 


3.  SjjyidXbId 


21 


68 


Ab-i-Sard.    At  4  miles  reach  crest  of  ascent 


From  Gilard  easy  descent  &E.  by  &&. 
i  a  mile,  to  stream  of  Damawand,  msssd 
by  good  bridge ;  stream  perennial.  At  1  mile  WtJ 
E.S.E.,  a  road  leading  off  right  to  riflar* 
from  valley.  Road  very  good  over  level  aUaml 
plain,  sloping  slightly  S.  At  4|  miles  path  leading  off  to  Ab-i-Sard  and  Masinak  ;  Urn 
villages  on  S.  side  of  plateau,  6  miles  off  right  front.  Thence  6  miles  across  grain  and  plate*'. 
gradually  approaching  main  range  on  N.,  to  large  village  Aina  VeraanfP),  10  miles.  Last  2  »?*• 
rough  and  stony.  Aina  Verzan,  100  houses ;  large  breadth  of  cultivation.  Supplies  grsia. 
Water  plentiful.  Thence  to  large  village  of  Jaghun,  at  13  miles.  Supplies  and  water  pJeatiraL 
Road  rough  and  stony  along  slope  of  mountains.  Thence  to  Sarbandanand  Bagb-i-Shlk  at 
17  miles,  over  similar  road ;  cultivation  stretching  6  or  8  miles  across  plateau,  which  hf*t 
contracts.    Thence  still  along  rough  hillskirt  to  Saividab&d  at  21  miles,  small  village,  wits 
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supplies  of  grain  in  good  seasons.    Plateau,  contracted  to  5  or  6  miles,  ends  here,  and  falls 
away  abruptly  into  deep  valley,  leading  S.  through  the  Karagatch  hills  to  the  plain. 


4.  Ffstizxtifl 


«§• 


30i 


98i 


From  Saiyidabad  cross  ravine,  and  descend 
(passing  at  12J  miles  small  sarai,  and  at  1  mile 
hamlet)  lateral  ravine  with  easy  gradient  to  3  J 
miles ;  rise  about  400  feet.  Thence  for  short  dis- 
tance along  narrow  plateau,  1  mile  in  width.  Road  fair,  passable  for  guns,  and  with  little 
labour  for  carts.  A  5  miles  descend  through  rocky  glen  to  Dalichdi  stream  (ford),  9$  miles 
perennial ;  descent  700  feet.  Road  bad,  but  might  be  easily  widened  for  wheels ;  hill  slopes, 
being  formed  of  loose  shale  and  clay ;  commanded  both  banks,  but  crests  accessible  and  open ; 
shallow  stream  of  good  water  15  feet  wide.  From  stream  short  ascent,  overhanging  river ; 
might  be  easily  made  practicable  by  widening  one  or  two  angles ;  surface  good.  Thence  above 
the  Dalichai  over  two  steep  ascents  and  two  descents  that  might  give  trouble,  and  leaving 
stream  flowing  S.E.,  ascend  lateral  ravine  to  plateau,  5  or  6  miles  wide,  and  village 
Amfnabad  at  14 J  miles.  Thence  3  miles  along  good  road,  bending  from  E.  to  N.E., 
skirting  mountains  on  right  to  17 J  miles:  total  rise  950  feet.  Thence  descend  N.E., 
for  6  miles  toNamrud  stream  (23  miles),  fall  11 ,00  feet.  Road  steep,  surface  and  width  good ; 
slope  of  mountain  easy,  stream  flowing  swiftly  over  wide  pebbly  bed  S.E.,  width  80 
yards,  greatest  depth  4  feet  at  this  season  (July) ;  in  flood  impassable,  small  pebbles  forming 
bed  being  scoured  into  deep  holes,  perennial ;  banks  at  crossing  point  quite  open.  Thence 
ascend  lateral  valley,  with  a  little  cultivation,  and  traverse  open  plateau,  15  to  20  miles  in 
width,  for  7  miles,  to  village  Ff ruzktih,  situated  on  the  Sawashi  stream,  which  flows  from  the 
N.  in  a  wide  swampy  hollow,  and  reaching  the  mountains  bounding  S.  of  plateau, 
turns  E.  and  passes  through  narrow  gorge  and  through  village,  where  it  is  crossed  by  small 
bridge.  Stream  perennial,  15  feet  wide  and  shallow.  Firuzkuh.  large  village.  Supplies  and 
forage  plentiful  Firewood  might  be  procured,  surrounding  hills  being  sparsely  covered  with 
juniper. 


5.   GtTRSAFID 


••• 


18 


116i 


away  8  to  10  miles  left  and  left  front.    A 


Leaving  Ffrtizkuh,  follow  Gursafid  stream 
E.N.E.  Road  for  1  mile  along  hillskirt, 
narrow  and  bad,  but  level ;  cultivated  ground  on 
left.  Plateau  named  Julg&n-i-Kotalan  stretching 
t  3  miles  bearing  E.,  and  still  following  stream 
enter  cultivated  valley,  1J  miles  wide.  Road  good;  would  be  heavy  in  wet  weather.  At  4 
miles  village  Siah  Din,  on  hills  left  above  village,  passes  road  from  Samnan  to  Mazandaran, 
joining  post  road.  At  5J  miles  village  Kamand  on  hill  left ;  valley  cultivated  T^th  mile  was 
very  fertile,  and  covered  with  grass  where  not  bearing  crop.  At  6£  miles  turn  sharp  S. 
and  follow  stream  through  narrow  gorge  of  80  to  100  yards,  shut  in  by  cliffs  of  limestone, 
red  sandstone,  and  conglomerate  of  boulders,  gravel  and  sand,  200  to  300  feet  high,  known 
as  the  Tang-i-Mfr  Shikar  ;  length  of  gorge  150  to  200  yards.  Thence  enter  plateau  of  2 
or  3  square  miles  with  cultivation  of  village  Mitim,  shut  out  from  view  by  spur  to  S  ; 
cross  plateau  easterly  and  follow  stream  for  11$  miles,  through  level  fertile  valley,  well  culti- 
vated and  of  varying  breadth.  Gursafid  camp  at  18  miles.  No  village  or  supplies.  Water 
plentiful;  camping  ground  open ;  width  J  to  1  mile;  hills  easy ;  grass  abundant. 

Not*. — At  7th  mile  road  to  Samnan,  Sfarsakhs  south,  crossed.   At  16  miles  road  to  Sam- 
Din  leads  off  8JL ;  this  is  main  road,  that  to  Gursafid  being  a  mere  track. 


6.  Kflivo 


••• 


30J 


147 


Leaving  camping  ground  Gursafid,  direction 
E.N.E.,  follow  stream  for  6  miles ;  valley 
for  1  mile  cultivated;  road  deep  and  muddy. 
Thence  over  hill-slopes  ;  road  everywhere  easy. 
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Routs  No.  394— contd. 
Tihrdn  to  Shdhrid  by  FirvzHA—contA* 


fltags  or  halting  plaoe. 


DXRAffCI,  IS  WLSS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


>•! 


At  5  miles  leave  stream  and  cross  low  ridge;  direction  N.E.  with  easy  ascent:  to?a*  > 
feet  ;  descent  to  valley  of  J  ash  100  feet,  steep.  Thence  down  valley  or  plateau  of  Jssa  *.i 
narrow  gorge  at  15  miles  ;  road  narrow,  skirting  left  side  of  valley  and  following'  line  <-{<"- 
tivation  ;  hill  slopes  confine  the  valley  to  width  of  £  to  J  and  1  mile.  At  10}  mile*  csit  *v 
tion  and  pasture  of  village  Sang-i-Sar,  1  farsaich  from  Samnan.  At  11 J  miles  octar:-- 
tower  with  domed  roof  20  feet  high,  J  mile  right.  Passing  through  gorge  100  to  2>lO  t  •  * 
wide,  with  steep  incline,  length  500  to  600  yards,  bend  E.,  leaving  stream  flowing  N.:l 
to  crest  of  spur  15 £  miles  ;  ascent  easy  ;  road  narrow  ;  hill  slope  gentle  ;  soil  alia  vial  c!j- 
and  gravel.  Descend  £.  over  undulating  hills  of  same  formation  ;  road  mere  track.  A'  .7 
miles  road  to  Shah  Mirzd  and  Samnan  turns  off  S  £.,  crossing  dip  in  rulge  to  >*• 
distance  to  Samnan  Sfarsakhs  ;  small  plateau  to  right  with  ample  room  for  camping.  0<  *  • 
tinue  with  direction  N.N.E.,  descending  at  18  miles  to  open  plateau,  fit  fur  aor/: 
At  21  miles  descend  into  plateau  of  Aseran.  Water  plenty ;  no  supplies.  Descent  easy ;  r  •: 
mere  track  :  total  fall  900  feet.    . 

Note. — Shortly  before  reaching  plateau,  road  turns   off  W.   to  Mazandaran  (Sin  :•" 
A mul),  descending  into  gap  in  hills  due  W. ;  second  road  goes  back  to  join  aboce-men** 
road  to  Samnan,   both   passable  for  horses  and  laden  mules.      Crossing  Aseran  pU*-  : 
N.N.W.,  path  leads  over  spurs  with  steep  gradients,  soil  alluvial  and  soft  sandstone.  &~  I 
bending   N.  and  N.E.      At  23  J  miles  strike  small  stream   flowing   W.S.W.,   to   aj»..r  . 
mentioned  pass  into    Mdzandaran.      Thence    follow    stream   through   very   narrow,  v  ^ 
cultivated  glen  to  25J  milos  (level  ground  for  small  camp  J  mile  square),   where  it  Vhl-* S « 
Follow  right  branch,  direction  E.  by  S.,   path   in  stony   bed   of  torrent  to  2SJ  miWs^  «-i 
take  narrow  track  on  right  side  of  glen  to  crest  at  30  miles.     Ascent  steep;  path  narrow  ;  » 
alluvial  ;  slope  easy  (total  rise  from  27  J    miles,  9\X)  feet).      Turn  N.E.  from  crest  iti 
camp  at  30  miles  on  plateau  of  Khing,  wide  green  plain  and  easy  upland*.    Water  and  £ra»» 
No  village,  supplies,  or  wood. 

Note, — This  is  a  long  and  difficult  march,  there  being  11  miles  of  hilly  ground  wvf  t 
long  steep  ascent  at  end  of  march.  A  guide  should  be  taken  from  Odrsafid  or  J  ash,  for  t»  -*• 
are  many  cross-roads.  In  summer  guides  are  procurable  from  the  nomad  camp*.  To  *r.j . 
there  are  6ome  difficult  gradients,  the  hill  slopes  are  so  easy,  and  soil  so  light,  that  a  road  t  - 
guns  might  be  cut  without  much  labour. 


7.  R6db1b 


13 


160 


Leave   basin    of    Khing  plateau.    dir*r*i  - 
N.N.E  ,  and  shortly  descend  600  feet  down  > 
bad  path,  along  hillside  of  sandy  loose  uxl  w   * 
soft  sandstone  cropping  out  in  places.     A*  I 
miles  reach  glen  of  Duzd    Darrah,    draining   E.S  E.  towards  Damghan.    Road  to  Saxr-.  * 
leads  down  valley.    Cross  glen  at  1£  miles  N.N.E.,  ascend  spur,  parsing    the>    1=1.- 
zada  Ibrahim,  300  feet,  and  descend  on  other  side  250  feet.     Path  tad  ;  soil  loose  and  «.*  - 
work  to  green  glen  of  Khing  Kharang,  with  two  hamlets  for  summer  residence,  2J  tr.    • 
Good   camping   ground  and    water.    Wood    near.    Thence  cross  glen  E.X.E.,   and  *;   - 
miles  turn  N.N.E.  into  green    valley  of  Uuskoh  (?)•    about  1  mile    in    width ;  and  at  •' 
miles,    following  valley,    bend  N.E.    At    8  miles  open  valley  ends ;  road  enters  d«n* 
Uraz,  narrow,  commanded  by  rocky  heights,  easily  accessible  on  both  aides ;  demnd  »~ 
feet  in  1J  miles.    Road  narrow  with  steep  drop  to  stream,  and  easy  incline  down  it*  K*L    A" 
2  J  miles  pass  into  Mdzandaran,  down  stream  flowing  N.  through  narrow  gan.    Q«t.??«v 
N.E.  through   defile,    400  yards    wide,  commanded  by  rocky  heights;  ground  ItrtA  f  jt  *  i 
miles,  and  pass  out  into  open  plateau  of  Rudbar,  ascending  gently.    Gamp  at  bead  of  para 
at  13  miles ;  camping  ground  1  mile  across.    Water,  forage,  and  wood  plenty ;  no  vH»£*. 

2iote. — This  march  is  perfectly  practicable  for  horsemen  and  laden  mules,  the  slows  iff 
easy  and  soil  light,  A  road  might  be  made  with  ease.  A  good  road  goes  back  from  thii  ss*r 
to  Samnan. 


•  Probably  Hasht-kah. 
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Route  No.  394— conid. 
Tihrdn  to  Shdhrud  by  Firizkih — conid. 


Stage  or  hattiag  plats. 


DlSTAVCB,  IS  MZLB8. 


Intense* 
dute. 


ToUL 


Description,  to. 


8.  II  ubaimIbad 


21 


181 


Leave  camp  and  bear  W.N.W.  Ascend 
narrow  glen ;  soil  gravelly,  well  clothed  with 
grass  ;  and  at  1  mile  bend  left,  and  bearing  W. 
At  l.j  miles  reach  crest  of  first  ascent,  and  bend- 
ing right  at  4  miles,  reach  plateau  God-i-Nasir.  At  4J  miles  reach  crest  of  descent.  Road 
gravelly  ;  ascent  300  feet.  Descend  8C0  feet,  and  reach  plain  of  Fulad  Mahallah,  8£  miles.  i*oad 
good  with  two  springs  of  good  water.  Heights  distant  2  miles  either  hand ;  lower  spurs  round 
and  easy.  Bear  a  little  W.  of  W.N.W.  across  plain.  At  9  miles  cultivation  commences  ; 
ravine  on  right  with  a  little  water.  At  10  miles  cross  ravine  ;  deep  perpendicular  banks  8  or  10 
fc?t ;  soil  light  and  porous  alluvium.  At  10J  miles  reach  Fulad  Mahallah.  Road  passes  through 
village,  200  houses,  with  gardens.  •  Water  from  kandt  good  and  in  fair  quantity.  Thence 
over  plain  ;  cultivation  right  hand,  continuing  to  13th  mile.  At  15  miles  cross  a  green  pas- 
ture, 3  or  4  square  miles  of  grass.  Leave  pasture  at  16  miles  ;  hilta  on  left  close  in  ;  valley  con- 
tracts to  i  mile.  At  19  miles  ascend  slight  elevation,  and  bend  left,  bearing  N.N.W. 
on   trees  of   Husainabad:  total  descent   1,100  feet. 

JVofe. — From  Fiilad  Mahallah  one  road  goes  N.E.  to  Mazandaran.  8ari,  Ac.  ;  another 
to  S.E..  to  Tudiwar  (?)  and  Damghan.  At  5  J-  miles  from  Fulad  Malt  alia,  road  crosses 
from  Tudiwar  (?)  to  Alazandarnn.  Water  in  stream  flowing  through  valley  brackish.  Good 
witer  in  small  quantity  at  Alillu.  Village  Surkhdeh,  about  £  a  mile  from  camping  ground  of 
Husainabad. 


9.  Chiahxih-i-Ali... 


16J 


197 J 


Leave  Husainabad  and  bear  N.E.  over 
wide  open  plain.  At  2i  miles  bend  easterly 
round  a  spur,  and  tlien  N.E.  again.  Valley 
contracted  to  |  mile  ;  cross  brook  flowing:  in  high 
b-»nk*  ;  low  spurs  of  limestone  rock  on  either  hand  receding  at  easy  slope.  At  6  miles  clear 
broken  ground  and  enter  another  plain  about  2  miles  wide ;  soil  sand  and  gravel,  and  surface 
covered  with  boulders,  ami  cut  up  by  small  watercourses  bearing  N.E.  At  9J  miles  bend 
E.N.E.  with  valley.  At  11 J  miles  low  spnrs  of  hills  on  either  side  close  in,  road  bend- 
ing N.E.  At  11J  miles  road  to  Damghan  strikes  ofF  right.  At  15J  miles  cross  stream 
a  train  and  leave  it  flowing  E  ;  proceed  N.E.  by  E.  At  16  miles  reach  slight  eleva- 
tion and  sight  village  and  gardens  of  Astana  to  right  in  barren  rocky  glen,  and  Chasmah-i- 
Aii,  a  sacred  grave  and  spring.     Supplies  at  Astana  ;  water  ample. 


10.  TAk 


10 


216* 


Leave     Chapmah-i-Ali      bearing    S. ;    cross 
stream  ;  ascend  150  feet,  easy  slope,  and  descend 
to  village   of  Astana.     At    1  mile  road  passes 
•  through  village  and  gardens,  stony  ;  char  vil- 

lage at  1$  miles,  and  cross  stream  flowing  left,  i.e.,  E.  Thence  bearing  a  little  S. 
uf  S.E.,  road  passes  through  cultivation,  hills  commanding  at  distance  of  i  mile  on 
both  hands.  At  2J  miles  recross  stream  and  follow  through  cultivation  to  3  miles,  skirting 
hi  lbs  on  left.  At  4  miles  old  fort  <f  Baba  Hafiz  and  garden  ;  road  stony  and  country  undulat- 
ing. At  6&  miles  low  hills  with  old  fort  left.  At  7. J  milt*  bills  recede  on  left ;  and  at  8 
tniles  gardens  and  spur  of  hills  touch  road  on  right ;  gardens  watered  by  Chashmah-i-Ali 
<tream.  Two  mud  forts  of  Ayaun.  Two  miles  right,  under  skirt  of  mountain,  hills  on  left 
1  mile  off.  At  9  miles  hills  of  red  clay  on  left  approach,  and  roal  pas«es  some  old  mud 
mins ;  bear  E.  At  Pi  miles  road  bends  right,  and  hills  close  in  ;  stream  right  ; 
road  undulating  but  passable  for  guns.  At  9 J  miles  road  to  Damghan  turns  off  right 
front,  hills  on  right  recede,  hills  left  commanding  road.  At  11 J  miles  valley  opens 
out,  bills  on  left  recede,  bearing  E.N.E.  At  16  miles  cross  small  stream  and  bear 
8.  ;  road  bends  left,  E.  again.  At  2  miles  right,  village  of  Ghazi,  large  gardens  and  en- 
closures. At  19  miles  village  of  Tak,  150  houses,  small  stream  of  water  ana  supplies ;  good 
prouud  for  camping. 
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Route  No.  S94— toneld. 
Tihrdn  to  Shdhtud  by  F(r4zMi—conc\A. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dinjjrca,  xv  mus. 
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11.  DlH  MuLLA 


20i 


237 


General  direction    N.W. ;  road  level.    P  * 
village,  of  Beg,  100  houses ;  hills  left,  d»ta-: 
4  miles.    At  2  miles  karez  stream    flowing  * 
Husainabad,  2   miles  right.     At  4  mile*  ;   i 
main  road  to  Shahrtid,  which  bends  left     Cross  road  to  Ibrahfmabad  strikes  oil  right ;  n*J 
stony.    Thence  along  main  road ;  general  direction  E.  by  N.  to  Shahr&d. 
Thence  see  Route,  Tihran  to  Mashhad. 


Tihran  to  Tabriz. 
Fide  «  Tihran  to  Tiflis." 


Boute  No.  395. 

TlhbIn  to  Tiflis,  vid  Tabr(z  and  Julpa. 
Authority. — Champain;  Ouseley;  Stewart;  Morier;  MacGregor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dibiajtci,  nr  kilxb. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  *e. 


1.   MlANjfo 


•  •• 


16 


Road  stony  but  level,  over  a  desert.  HLr- 
range  of  mountains  (Elbure)  on  N.  Plet*» 
of  villages  at  foot.  Leave  Tihran  by  Kan--. 
I  gate.  Canals  from  the  Karij  river  at  MUr;i  ■ 
At  3  miles  pass  Imam  Raza.  At  9  miles  village  of  Geldisi,  3  miles  on  left;  then  "*-^~ 
called  Kand ;  farther  on  is  Alishahabad  ;  then  Sharar. 


2.  Karij* 


3.  Saugababad 


4.  Nasrabad 


6.  Safb-Kh6ja 


••• 


••• 


••• 


»•• 


6.  Htjsaihabad 


••« 


11 

27 

9 

36 

13 

49 

12 

61 

19 

80 

First  4  miles  rough  and  stony.  Cross  lu 
Karij  by  masonry  bridge.    Water  good. 

Fine   plain  on  the   8.;  villages  near 
Sangarabad  small  village.    Water  plentiful 

The  road  is  over  a  plain,  in  many  plans*  s*  - 
cultivated. 

Road  continues  good  over  plain.  SafrvO  - 
is  a  small  village.  Water  plentiful.  Then  ; 
said  to  be  a  shorter  and  more  difficult  road  > 
tween  these  places. 


Road  is  good  over  the  sand  plains, 
are  scattered  some  mud  village  and 
16  mjjes  pass  small  poor  village  of 


ri*- 


•  or  -  KaraJ." 


eit 


Route  No.  395 — confi. 
Tihrdrt  to  Tifiuy  via  Tdbriz  and  Jul  fa — contd. 


DUTABTCI,  DT  MILKS. 


8tag«  or  baiting  pl»ce. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac 


7.  KasvIn 


•  »• 


11 


9 


Road    easy    as    before  over  a  fertile    plain. 
Kasvin  is  a  large  ruinous  city,  once   the  capital 
of  Persia.     Many  vineyards.     Plenty  of  water. 
A  road  branches  off  from  here  to  Rasht  on  the 
Caspian.    Kasvfn  is  a  station  on  the  Indo-European  line  of  telegraph. 

Morier  gives  an  alternative  from  Karij  to  Kasvin  as  follows  : — * 

Route  N.    70°    W.      7    miles    from    Kariz 

in  a  large  plain  is  Kamaiabad.     The  road  acnms 

the    plain    being    swampy*    we  chose  another 

to  the  light,  and  after  a  ride  of  4£  hours  reached 

villages  in  the  plain.    Water  from  a  river  from  which  a 


1.  Kubda* 


16 


Kurdan.    An  imnHmse  number  of 

number  of  dykes  are  cut.     Extensive  cultivation: 


2.  Kabb-i-Sanq 


3.   KlSHLAK 


4.  KasvIn 


28 

44 

15 

69 

... 

.** 

Passed  in  the  plain  5  tumuli  or  mounds,  such 
as  axe  seen  on  the  plains  of  Troy. 

Left  at  midnight  and  came  on  a  bearing  W. 
of  our  last  station.  The  mountains  still  bearing 
E.  and  W.,  divided  towards  the  W.  and  termi- 
nated in  low  hills.    Many  villages. 


.  For  about  2  miles  before  reaching  Kasvtn,  we 
passed  by  fields  and  gardens.  Kasvin  is  almost 
one  mass  of  ruins ;  it  labours  under  great  incon- 
venience from  want  of  water  ;  indeed  throughout 

the  whole  extent  of  immense  plain  that  we  travelled  there  was  not  one  natural  stream,  but 

many  kandts  were  making. 

From  Kasvfii  the  main  road  is  continued  as  below  : — • 


8.  SfiHDAHAH 


9.  PaRSIH 


•t. 


m.  AbhXb 


•  •• 


23 


18 


14 


114 


182 


146 


A  tolerably  thriving  village.  Excellent  broad 
road  over  extensive  plain  with  villages  ;  general 
direction  8.W.    Water  plentiful. 

The  road  is  over  a  plain  with  low  hills  to  the 
N.  and  a  range  of  very  lofty  mountains 
bounding  the  remote  horizon  on  the  S.;  many 
flourishing  and  populous  villages  are  passed. 

At  6  miles  Karvah,  a  fair-sited  village. 


The  road  goes  over  a  fertile  plain  with  some 
cultivation,  and  intersected  by  numerous  irrigation 
(  drains.  Pass  village  of  Nurin  at  end  of  the  Kasvin 

plain.    This  is  the  first  village  in  the  Buluk  of  Hanizah,  and  is  4  miles  short  of  Abh&r. 

1  L  Saik  Kalah 


13 


159 


The  road  goes  through  a  fertile  and  well 
Cultivated  plain,  bounded  on  both  sides,  at  the 
distance  of  8,  10  and  12  miles,  by  lofty  moun- 
tains; Hearing  of  road  N.W.  At  3  miles  pass 
KHurrmn  da  rah.  Next  pass  Hio*  on  left;  grass  plentiful,  and  probably  sufficient  pro- 
vi»ioti*  for  large  force.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Sain  Kalah  are  Hedesh  and  several  other 
villages.    Direction  W.N.W. 
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12.  SultIkIah 


22 


181 


The  road  is  good,  still  leading  over  tie  ^s. 
fine  and  fertile  plain.    Sultaniah  is  a  lux**  "x  ' 
ruined  place  with  a  palace  on  a  hilL     Thr  5v 
used  to  encamp  daring  the  summer  moot  ho  is  '   ■ 
surrounding  fertile  plain  to  avoid  the  hot  and  unhealthy  climate  of  Tihrdn.     It  was  the  or-  *  a 
of  the  descendants  of  Hulaku  ;  now  there  only   remain  some  4<X)  poor  families  who  li«<*  * 
wretched  hovels  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tomb  of  Saltan  Khudabanda,  the  founder.     An  ear  •• 
quake  deprived  the  inhabitants  of  water  some  centuries  ago,  and  the  town  was  eonaeqne:,:./ 
abandoned.    Now  there  are  streams  close  to  Sultaniah. 


13.  ZinjXk  (Telegraph 
Station). 


24 


205 


t 


General  direction  N.W.  The  first  part 
the  road  for  5  or  (i  miles  is  over  the  plain  «  t 
Sultau uih,  with  hills  2  miles  on  the  right  sr  i  a 
to  7  mileti  on  the  left.  At  10  miles  pat*  a  viit  j» 
J  mile  off  left,  called  Diz.  The  road  from  this  goon  over  uneven  ground.  A  ravine  t«  :  * 
left  and  low  hills  1  mile  distant.  A  range  of  hills  2  miles  on  the  right.  Road  in  (a- » 
swampy.  Numerous  small  streams.  Several  streams  and  large  villages.  Zinjin  is  the  cap  *ai 
of  the  Persian  district  of  Khamsah.  It  is  situated  at  the  opening  or  a  mountain  glen,  and  > 
an  imposing  looking  place  surrounded  by  a  mud  wall  with  flanking  towers.  It  eootair* 
about  20,000  inhabitant?,  who  are  said  to  be  the  most  mutinous  and  troublesome  in  ail  P*r>tA. 
this  being  the  stronghold  of  the  Babi  sect.  There  are  good  bazaars  and  a  considerable  u*u 
in  copper  vessels,  <fec. 


14.  NlKHBEO 

16.  AqhajuzIb 

16.  Sabcbax 

17.  JjlmIlIbId 

18.  MiInah 


••• 

24 

229 

••• 

12 

241 

••* 

18 

269 

•  •• 

12 

271 

•  •• 

12 

• 

283 

MM     •         •           m 1 

bv 


A  wretched  village.    For  some  di 
river  side ;  then  a  good  deal  of  rise  and 
over  barren  hills. 


Undulating  ground.    Plenty  of 

easy. 

Plenty  of  water.    Bad  village. 


A  nice  village,  but  no  post-house.    It  ta  at  il 
foot  of  the  Kafilan  Kuh  pass.    Easy  road. 


st 


Excessively  steep  and  weary  climb  for  6  or  A 
miles.  Water  each  side  of  the  mountain.  IV  t 
of  the  ascent  has  be»n  paved,  but  very  bad  1< 
Guns  and  wagons  can  be  got  over  the  r»»«^ 
but  the  labour  must  be  excessive. '  This  is  the  only  really  bad  bit  between  Tib  ran  and  Tabr  • 
Steep  descent  to  Mian  ah.  Mianah  is  a  large  well -looking  village,  but  unhealthily  Mto*'«^ 
and  infested  with  poisonous  bugs  which  the  natives  say  inflict  fatal  bites  on  strangers. 


19.  TuBKtniiN  CHlf 


20.  Davadoab  (P) 


21.  Hui  AobI 


••• 


28 


20 


24 


311 


331 


356 


I     Along  the  bed  of  a  wide  river  for  10  or  It 

I  miles.     Then  up  a  steep   hill.    Thenar  or«c  a 

rough  hilly  road  toTurkumAn  Chai,a  bit?  till.  ^  . 

where  the  famous  treaty   between    Kama  aid 

Persia  was  signed  February  21  at*  1826b 

A  bad  place  for  robbers.    Hilly  road.  VUU^« 
very  scarce.    Caravansaiai. 

A  good  village  in  fine  plain.    Water  pkntif  ui 
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22.  SaiyidajId 


••• 


23.  TiBsfz 


16 


24 


371 


395 


Across  a  plain ;  skirt  a  small  lake ;  then  over 
stiff  pass  of  no  great  height,  and  down  to  Saivid- 
a  bad.     Here  the  road  l>ecomea  stony   but  fairly 
level  into  Tabriz.    A  few  villages  near  Saiyid* 
abad. 

Road  stony.    Plenty  of  streams.     Rioh  coun- 
try.   Large  flourishing  villages  near  Tabriz. 


For  an  account  of  Tabriz,  vide  that  heading. 

Ouseley  gives  the  following  alternative  routes  between  Zinjan  and  Mianah 
(A)  and  between  Turkum&nchai  and  Tabriz  (B)  :— 


24.   ZfJKHBAIN 


25.  Abmaohanah    ... 


26.    BfBTJKDIH 


•  •• 


27.  Akkand 


*•• 


28.   GULTAPAH 


... 


29.    MllJTAH 


15 

220 

11 

231 

18 

240 

11 

200 

8 

268 

20 

288 

by  a  handful  of  men.  Just  before  reaching 
arches. 


80.  KaiicHiaUV    ... 


13 


824 


The  road  is  in  many  places  ragged  and  hilly. 
At  7  miles  cross  a  deep  ravine  with  water ;  at 
8  m  les  another  j  theu  a  fort  at  foot  of  moun- 
tains. At  11  miles  a  cluster  of  three  small  hills 
on  the  right. 

The  road  is  bad  and  stony.  At  2  miles  cross 
a  deep  ravine  with  water.  The  mountains  on 
the  right  are  1  mile  distant ;  those  on  the  left 
D  or  10. 

The  road  goes  over  many  high  hills.  At  2 
miles  ascend  a  hill  i  thence  the  road  goes  over 
uneven  country  with  low  hills  on  both  sides. 

The  road  ascends  gradually.  At  7  miles  de- 
scend a  small  eminence  ;  then  cross  a  steep  hill 
to  the  village.    The  water  here  is  excellent. 

The  road  ascends  over  steep  hills,  and  is  bad 
over  an  uneven  country  for  4  to  5  miles  through 
ravine  and  low  hills.  The  country  is  partially 
cultivated,  and  is  broken  into  parallel  ranges  of 
craggy  hills  like  petrified  breakers. 

The  road  crosses  the  Kufilanktih,  and  beyond  it 
the  Kizil  Uian  river,  by  a  bridge  of  three  arches. 
The  pass  of  Knfilinkuh  is  steep,  rather  pic- 
turesque and  wild,  and  might  easily  be  defended 
Mianah  oross  the  river  by  a  bridge  of  twenty-one 

b. 

The  road  is  through  a  country  with  low  hills 
on  both  sides.  There  is  a  stream  of  excellent 
water  here. 
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31.  Tikmadabh 

32.  Chaman  AnjXjt... 

83,  Basminj 
34  TabbJz 

12 
12 

20 
11 

336 
348 

368 
379 

The  road  is  through  a  country  with  low  hHjt 
on  both  sides. 

The  road  lies  through  rami!  plain*  and  rat*»»T 
uneven  ground   with   low   hills  on  both  Ma 
Cross  a  rivulet  half  way. 

The  road  goes  over   a   hill   of  consider <v« 
length  and   steepness,  called  the  Sbiblah    1  j»» 
where    many    beasts    of    burden    perish   e*r*7 

winter. 

The  road  for  4  miles  goes  over  a  level  eocntr* 
with   hills  on   both   sides,  afterwards   tbrvort 
defiles.    At  8  miles  cross  a  rivulet. 

MacGregor  makes  it  364  miles  from  Tihrdn  to  Tabriz,  and  he  covers  that 
dip  tan  ce  in  15  stages.  His  route  lies  through  Zinjan,  Akkand,  Mi&nah. 
and  Tikmadash. 


35,  StTFIAN 


»•« 


36.  Maband 


m« 


24 


18 


419 


437 


The  road  is  generally  good  over  a  flat  cetmrrr, 
but  crosses  a  river  and  irrigation  drains  f  reqnrt  *• 
ly.  Sufian  is  a  poor  village,  but  plenty  of 
Supplies  procurable. 


Road  good  but  billy ;  crosses  numerous  r*. 
vulets.  At  9  miles  pass  ruined  Caravansar**-.- 
am;  then  descend  into  the  plain  of  Harand 
Maraud,  according  to  Cham  pain,   is  the  nn*«i 

village  in  all  Persia.    Rich  gardens  and  plantations.    Surrounding  plain   well  cultivated 

Water  abundant. 


97.  AlBANDIBJ 


38.  Gabgab 


39.  Julfa   (Telegraph 
station), 


20 


20 
13 


457 


477 
490 


An   immense  collection  of  hovels,  short  of 

which  are  some  good   villages ;  road  over  grand 

level  plain-*.     Nineteen   miles  pass  rained 
vansarai  of  Zal. 


The  road  in  8  miles  from  Gargar  reaches  ths 
Araa  river  here  crossed  by  a  ferry,  hence  it  j^*» 
over  a  parched  and  barren  country  for  3  m\U* 
and  then  descends  by  a  bad  billy  road  to  Julia. 
J$y  latest  map  Gargar  is  only  some  3  miles  from  ferry.  Major  Cham  pain,  who  made  Airmt  - 
dibhi  his  last  stage,  oonnts  20  miles  thence  to  Julfa.  Road  stony  and  bad,  runs  down  a 
ravine  by  side  of  a  swift  stream  till  5  miles  or  6  miles  short  of  Julfa.  Julfa  is  a  mail 
plsoe  on  each  side  of  the  Araies.  Persian  post-house  and  offices  on  the  &;  Rnnt--a& 
station  with  a  governor  and  custom-house  on  the  K.  Araies  or  Aras  crossed  here  h%  a 
ferry.  Pansport  very  essential.  From  Julfa  one  can  take  a  carriage  on  to  Tiilis*  t"i  a 
route  is  occasionally  infested  by  robbers.  One  should  always  inquire,  and  ride  in  the  da}  - 
time. 
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MacGregor  makes  it  only  78  miles  from  Tabriz  to  Julfa  : — 


40.  NakhshvXn 


41.  DtjdJLnqah 


42.  Dkvblu 


43.  ErivXh 


27 

607 

40 

647 

28 

675 

27 

612 

The  road  is  very  good  and  practicable  for 
driving,  but  is  intersected  by  many  streams 
which  are  bridged. 

Here  is  a  Russian  cantonment. 

The  road,  which  is  qnite  good  the  whole  way, 
goes  for  2  miles  through  the  minx  of  Nakhsh- 
van  *  it  then  lies  over  the  magnificent  plain  of 
Chaman-i-Sharur. 

The  road  is  over  a  parched  and  barren  plain, 
bnt  is  good  driving  road  the  whole  way. 

The  road  is  qnite  good  and  fit  for  driving. 
Here  is  a  large  Russian  cantonment. 


Of  the  road  from  Julfa  to  Tiflis,  Major  Champain  gives  the  following 
account : — 

From  Jnlfa  to  Nakhshvan  (a  large  town  of  some  importance)  the  road  is  fair,  butunmetal- 
led.     The  distance  occupies  five  or  six  hours,  in  a  carriage. 

From  Nakhsh van  to  Eri van  the  road  is  also  unmetalled,  but  not  bad:  14  versts  =  100 
mile*.  Many  good  stanzias  or  post-houses  intervene.  Ex i van  is  a  large  and  important 
garrison  town  in  full  view  of  Mount  Ararat. 

Seventy  versts  or  about  42  miles  from  Eri  van  is  Lake  Gokchah,  and  all  the  way  from 
Eri  van  to  Tiflis  the  road  is  metalled  and  excellent.  Indeed,  over  the  Dilijan  Pass  the 
ascents  and  descents  have  been  engineered  with  great  skill.  Thence  over  the  Dilijan,  the 
roads  wind  through  exceedingly  beautiful  and  richly- wooded  ravines.  Water  and  supplies 
everywhere.    Near  Tiflis  the  country  becomes  rather  dreary,  but  the  road  continues  excellent. 

Tiflis,  the  capital  oitv  of  the  Russian  Caucasus,  on  the  Kur,  can  be  reached  from  Julfa 
in  three  days  and  three  nights,  if  the  weather  be  good,  and  if  the  post  horses  are  to  be  had 
without  much  delay  in  changing,  which  is  not  always  the  case. 

From  Tiflis  to  Poti,  on  the  Black  Sea,  takes  18  hours  by  rail.  There  is  a  break  half-way 
at  the  Suram  Pasts,  where  30  versts  or  so  have  to  be  done  in  carriages.  Otherwise  the  entire 
journey  should  not  occupy  more  than  12  hours.  From  Poti  steamers  ply  weekly  to  Con- 
stantinople, the  Crimea,  Odessa,  Ac.,  <fcc. 

The  total  length  of  journey  from  the  Russo-Persian  frontier  station  Julfa  to 
Tiflis  is  460  versts  =  300  miles  in  round  numbers.  I  am  unable  to  give  the  names  of  the 
*  mailer  post  stations  on  the  road.  These  stations  (where  horses  can  always  be  procured  by 
the  travellers  provided  with  the  necessary  "  padarozhna  "  or  "  order  ")  are  usually  from  8  to 
15  miles  apart,  and  they  offer  fair  shelter. 

A  "  Samovar  "  of  boiling  water  (for  tea),  eggs,  and  bread  can  be  obtained  everywhere. 

An  experienced  and  fairly  active  traveller  in  Persia  can  get  over  80  miles  (?)  a  day  on  the 
horn*  back  easily  enough  in  ordinary  weather.  In  the  Caucasus,  Armenia,  &c,  he  journeys 
wore  comfortably  in  a  wheeled  vehicle ;  but  even  without  halting  at  night,  can  scarcely 
i-ount  on  doing  more  than  100  miles  in  the  24  hours,  much  time  being  unavoidably  lost  at 
the  stations,  owing  to  faulty  management  and  occasional  scarcity  of  horses.  The  ordinary 
carriage  procurable  is  rude,  and  far  from   comfortable,  being  like  a  punt  on  four  wheels, 
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without  springs,  and  uncovered.  But  excellent  closed  carriages  can  be  got  at  the  pri^cifw 
towns  if  the  traveller  is  willing  to  pay  rather  heavily.  The  common  post  cam*<*e  w  <lr*«t 
by  three  horses  "  troika.  "  The  better  and  heavier  vehicles  by  four,  five,  or  even  aix.  T«. 
postal  authorities  at  Tiflis  and  elsewhere  furnish  excellent  small  diligeneieM  with  condiK*  •* 
in  charge,  but  the  cost  of  travelling  so  luxuriously  is  considerable,  probably  2s.  6V&  a  tn  >. 
while  by  post  cart  1*.  a  mile  should  cover  all  expenses.  The  traveller  should  here.  &«  n 
Persia,  provide  himself  with  tea,  sugar,  brandy,  portable  tins  of  soup,  &c,  and  it  is  advim'J. 
to  carry  a  revolver. 

Eastwick  gives  the  following  stages  between  Erivan  and  Tiflis  :— 


1.  ElLIAB 

11 

... 

2.   FoHTANBBH 

11 

... 

3.  NlJNI  AKHTIN8KAI 

8 

••» 

4  Elbbuka 

10 

••• 

5.  Chabakli 

»i 

... 

6.  Delijan             ••« 

13J 

.  • . 

7.  Chabufakb 

12 

... 

8*  I8TIBOLAK 

• 

n 

»•• 

9.  HuztJM  Tala 

nj 

••• 

10.   HU8AIN  BaOLI  ... 

lit 

*•• 

11.  Satogli 

17 

... 

12.   MUGHAULI 

15 

... 

4 

IB.  Sabwajt 

10 

... 

14.  Koti 

9 

... 

15.  MakbInTblet... 

10 

•«« 

16.  Tiflis 

7 

••• 

TtJN. 

Lat.  34°  Of  0" ;  Long.  58°  6*  0". 

A  town  of  Khurfisan,  150  miles  8.  of  Nfshapur.  It  is  surrounded  by  • 
wall  20  feet  high,  raised  on  an  earthen  rampart  40  feet  high  and  SO  f*«?L 
thick,  and  a  broad  and  deep  ditch,  which  is  now  partially  filled  in.  Th* 
wall,  too,   is  partially  ruined.      Outside   is  a  clear  glaci*  of  about  40*  * 


ess 

yards  width.  The  city  has  three  gates,  and  about  1,500  houses.  It  has 
handsome  bazaars,  nv^ques,  and  caravanaarais  built  of  burnt  brick;  and  its 
gardens  are  large  and  numerous.  A  good  deal  of  trade  is  carried  on.  The 
productions  are  opium,  silk,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  fruits.  Water  is  scarce, 
and  the  corn  crops  are  consequently  light.  In  Years  of  drought,  wheat  for 
consumption  is  obliged  to  be  imported.  Camels  and  aheep  are  numerous ; 
horses  scarce. 

Tun  is  a  considerable  place,  and  supplies  are  abundant ;  but  the  population 
are  principally  pastoral,  possessing  large  herds  of  camels  aud  goats.  Water 
from  karcz. 


Authority. — MacGrkgor. 
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1.  Sarauk,  OS  SlRll5 


21 


21 


The  road  goes    8.  W.    over  a    atony    plain 
sloping  upwards,  with  lofty  hill*  on  left.    Pawnee 
Rome  rocky  isolated  hill*   to   Ayaz,   4  farsakhs : 
here    Tillage,    water,    supplies:    whence    on  2 
farxakbs.    Saraian,  large  village  under  hill ;  water  every  1  faraakh* 


2.  DostIbad 


••• 


17 


38 


3.  Ar&fs 


••• 


26 


66 


The   road    ascends    gently   over  plain,  with 

high  chain  on  left,  all  throrgh  cultivation,  with 

'*  hanz "  at  every  1    fanakh.     In   two  places  a 

canal  crossea  t  he  road  ;  at  4  farsakhs  t  he  hi  I  la  from 

road  contract  the  plain    somewhat     After  passing  on  the  nsvl  a  small   village,  the   road 

descends  a  little  to  Dostalidd.    Theoee  another  road  (1)  Uuhammadabtid,   (2)  Cbahak,    (3) 

ItuUt-Aftadulu,  (4)  Birjand. 

The  road  goes  over  a  plain  not  far  from  mono- 
tains  on  left,  which  at  'some  distance  send  out  a 
spur.  In  the  plain  itself  is  a  group  of  isolated 
hills  opposite,  but  not  ootin»*cied  with  it,  or  with 
another  touch  more  distant  ar»d  much  loner  chain  on  left.  To  left  is  large  village  of  TighAb, 
and  oi>  right,  farther  up,  l>a»ht,  near  the  cross  range.  This  plain  is  of  sandy,  dry  soil,  with 
ritiieh  cultivation  at  fin»t,  but  it  then  becomes  saline.  On  reselling  the  cross  grrup  of  hills,  3 
fnrnakh*,  salt  veg»tat  ion  disappears;  after  pausing  two  of  these,  beyond  third  is  village  of 
Yu'mjub.  The  plain  still  ax-ending  narrows  here,  and  in  2  long  faraakhs  farther,  are  more 
inflated  hills  at  foot  of  which  Afris,  a  large  village.     Water;  supplies. 


4.  A*zala*ap 


24 


90 


The  road  turns  a  little  more  8.  and  goes 
among  the  hills,  at  foot  of  which  Afria  Ik*, 
ascending  at  first  gently  through  a  wide  valley 
I  wh<rh  gradually  becomes  narrower  and  «t4*epet,  to 
nnrfulating  ground,  w I  ence  it  descends  pretty  shaij.i;,  into  a  aide  plain,  a  con*  iim.it  ion  of 
Tun  plain.  At  2  fanakhs  farther  on  village  of  rhulsk  far  to  right,  and  at  3  far-uUn  the. 
I'iaiu  ends.  The  nal, then  mounts  a  ridge  of  cr<»*  ninning  hill*  (behind  which  are  srrn  a 
•  imilar  ridge,  and  behind  it  high  range  of  IV.  gran)  winch  *pp«tir  to  eitend  from  K.  to 
W.  and  conm ct  ranges  on  right  and  left  with  ca*:li  other.  At  4  fanukhs  come  to  a  hollow 
ravine  with  peculiar  saline  vegetation,  and  t hen  continue  i/n  Mwien  higher  lulls  to  little 
village  of  Shir,  all  the  water  of  which  is  saline;  then  on  through  curious  Wrthr-worn  suit 
clay  hills,  very  barren,  to  larger  v,11:ig»»  of  Kundu> :  then  upward*  among  rang.*  of  hills  to 
the  aalt-cncru«tcd  bed  of  the  IHlo-<  t.-m-M.ur.  through  whieh  a  vrrv  rapid,  though  not  tery 
c*  pious,  stream  of  drinkable  water  flows  ;  cmj  terming  .along  thia  atrium  a  side  ram-/  is  reached 
by  a  gentle  ascent  on  which  is  Afzalaf*d.     Village;  water;  auppli«*. 
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Routb  No.  395— eoncld. 
Tihrdn  to  Tifli*,  via  Tabriz  and  Jul  fa— -eoncld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DllTAVCI,  IH  XILI8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  A*. 


without  springs,  and  uncovered.  But  excellent  closed  carriages  can  be  got  at  the  pri*><r  j» 
towns  if  the  traveller  is  willing  to  pay  rather  heavily.  The  common  post  carriage  is  Jr»~ 
by  three  horses  "  troika.  "  The  better  and  heavier  vehicles  by  four,  five,  or  even  six*  T> 
postal  authorities  at  Tiflis  and  elsewhere  furnish  excellent  small  diligencies  with  candc~.  •% 
in  charge,  but  the  cost  of  travelling  so  luxuriously  is  considerable,  probably  2*.  6rf.  a  m  • 
while  by  post  cart  Is.  a  mile  should  cover  all  expenses.  The  traveller  should  hen*,  a*  r 
Persia,  provide  himself  with  tea,  sugar,  brandy,  portable  tins  of  soup,  <fec,  and  it  is  advia*. . 
to  carry  a  revolver. 

Eastwick  gives  the  following  stages  between  Erivan  and  Tiflis  :— 


1.  ElLIAB 

11 

... 

2.   FOSTANKBN 

11 

... 

3.  Nltni  Akhtinskai 

8 

••• 

4  Elbhuka 

10 

••• 

6.  Chabakli 

n 

*■• 

6.  Dblijan             t«« 

13J 

•  •  • 

7.  Chabufanb 

12 

... 

8.  I0TIBOLAK 

9* 

•»• 

9.  HuzGmTala 

HI 

»•* 

in.  Htoain  Bagli  ... 

11* 

••• 

11.  Satooli 

17 

••• 

12.   MUGHACLI           ... 

15 

••• 

4 

13.  Sabwax 

10 

... 

14  Koti 

9 

••• 

15.  MakbIn  Telbt... 

10 

•*• 

16.  Tiflis 

7 

••• 

TtfN. 

Lat  34°  Of  0" ;  Long.  58*  rj»  0". 

A  town  of  Khur£san,  150  miles  S.  of  Nfsbapur.  It  is  surrounded  by  i 
wall  20  feet  high,  raised  on  an  earthen  rampart  40  feet  high  and  SO  f~ . 
thick,  and  a  broad  and  deep  ditch,  which  is  now  partially  filled  in.  TL- 
wall,  too,   is  partially  ruined.      Outside   is  a  clear  glaei$  of  about  +." 


683 

yards  width.  The  city  has  three  gates,  and  about  1,500  housed.  It  has 
handsome  bazaars,  mosques,  and  caravaosarais built  of  burnt  brick;  and  its 
gardens  are  large  and  numerous.  A  good  deal  of  trade  is  carried  on.  The 
productions  are  opium,  silk,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  fruits.  Water  is  scarce, 
and  the  corn  crops  are  consequently  light.  In  years  of  drought,  wheat  for 
consumption  is  obliged  to  be  imported.  Camels  and  aheep  are  numerous  5 
horses  scarce. 

Tun  is  a  considerable  place,  and  supplies  are  abundant ;  but  the  population 
are  principally  pastoral,  possessing  large  herds  of  camels  and  goats.  Water* 
from  karez. 


AvIhoTily. — M  acGrkgou. 


Route  No.  896. 

Tfa   TO    BlRJAND,   Vid  AFRfs. 


8taj?«  or  halting  place* 


DiriAHOE,  IV  MILlfl. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  SaRAUN,  OS  SibiIn 


21 


21 


The  road  goes    S.  W.    over  a    stony   plain 
sloping  upwards,  with  lofty  hills  on  left-    Passes 
some  rocky  isolated  bills  to  Ayaz,   4  farsakhs : 
here    Tillage,    water,    supplies:    whence    on  2 
farsakhs.    Saraian,  large  Tillage  under  hill  j  water  every  1  farsakh* 

2.  DostIbad 


••• 


17 


38 


The   road    ascends    gently    over  plain,  with 

high  chain  on  left,  all  through  cultivation,  with 

"  hanz  "  at  every  1   farsakh.     In   two  places  a 

canal  crosses  the  road  ;  at  4  farsakhs  the  hills  from 

road  contract  the  plain    somewhat.     After  passing  on  the  re  ad  a  small   village,  the  road 

flct-cends  a  little  to  Doetabad.    Thence  another  road  (1)  Muhammadabad,   (2;  Chahak,    (3) 

lCubat-Asadulu,  (4)  Birjand. 

3.  Afris 


•<• 


26 


66 


The  road  goes  over  a  plain  not  far  from  moun- 
tains on  left,  which  at  'some  distance  send  oat  a 
spur.  In  the  plain  itself  is  a  group  of  isolated 
hills  opposite,  hut  not  connected  with  it,  or  with 
another  tnnch  more  distant  and  much  lower  chain  on  left.  To  left  is  large  village  of  Tighab, 
and  on.rigbt,  farther  up,  l>asht,  near  the  cross  range.  This  plain  is  of  sandy,  dry  soil,  wiib 
much  cultivation  at  first,  but  it  then  becomes  saline.  On  reaching:  the  cross  grcup  of  hills,  3 
fnr*akhs,  salt  vegetation  disappears ;  after  passing  two  of  these,  beyond  third  is  village  of 
Ai  u'mjub.  The  plain  still  ascending  narrows  here',  and  in  2  long  mraakhs  farther,  are  more 
i»ol»tt*d  hills  at  foot  of  which  Afris,  a  large  village.    Water ;  supplies. 


4.    AF2ALABAJ) 


24 


90 


The  road  turns  a  little  more  S.  and  goea 
among  the  hills,  at  foot  of  which  Afris  lies, 
ascending  at  first  gently  through  a  wide  valley 
which  gradually  becomes  narrower  and  nfreper,  to 
undulating  ground,  whence  it  descends  pretty  sharply  into  a  wide  plain,  a  continuation  of 
Tun  plain.  At  2  farsakhs  farther  on  village  of  Chahak  far  to  right,  and  at  3  farsakhs  the 
plain  ends.  The  r<  ad, then  mounts  a  ridge  of  cross  running  hills  (behind  which  are  8tn»n  a 
Mtnilar  ridge,  and  behind  it  high  range  of  B/igiran)  which  appear  to  extend  from  E.  to 
VY.  and  connect  ranges  on  right  and  left  with  each  other.  At  4  farsakhs  come  to  a  hollow 
ravine  with  peculiar  saline  vegetation,  and  then  continue  on  between  higher  hills  to  little 
village  of  Shir,  all  the  water  of  which  is  saline;  then  on  through  curious  water-worn  salt 
clay  h ilk,  very  barren,  to  larger  village  of  Kundur :  then  upwards  among  ranges  of  hills  to 
the  salt-encrusted  bed  of  the  Dilu-Cham-Shur.  through  which  a  very  rapid,  though  not  very 
copious,  stream  of  drinkable  water  flows ;  continuing  along  this  stream  a  side  valley  is  reached 
by  a  gentle  ascent  on  which  is  Afzal&bad.     Village;  water;  supplies. 


6&4 

Route  No.  896 — contd. 
Tun  to  Birjandy  via  Afris — contd. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


Distjutci,  XV  XILXB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


6.   BlBJAND 


17 


107 


The  road  goes  through  the  «*ell-culti  rated  ra!  - 
of  the  Taginsh  to  large  village  of  Ntikib :  t*- 
up wards  among  rounded  hills ;  then  steeper  *.  i 
rocky  pass  which  it  crosses :  thence  there  is  a  W;  - 
ful  view  into  deep  well-cultivated  valley,  at  upper  angle  of  which  on  left  on  high  ground  v  tar? 
village  of  Chahargun.  Beyond  this  the  road  goes  at  considerable  height,  and  thet  - 
and  down  past  gardens  and  fields  through  dry  watercourses  to  little  mountain  Tillage  XrV  ■ 
dar,  whence  it  ascends  more  steeply  into  Bagf  ran  mountains,  crossing  which  it  decora 
crossing  deep  valley  and  falling  ana  rising  repeatedly,  till  it  begins  to  follow  the  wirv*;-_- 
of  a  steeply  ascending  stony  valley.  Then  a  little  pass  is  crossed  to  a  side  valley,  frotn  «' 
the  road  again  at  once  ascends  among  high  and  steep  rocks  to  the  highest  point  of  the  r» 
from  whence  on  either  side  rise  abrupt  rocky  crests*  Thence  the  road  descends  for  2  fara*?* 
along  u  valley,  at  first  stony  and  pretty  steep,  through  a  saline  Watercourse  overgrown  vs 
tamarisk  ;  then  the  slope  becomes  less,  and  the  valley  is  contracted  farther  down  by  V  j* 
rocky  walls  into  a  deep  ravine*  Beyond  this  it  widens  again  and  crosses  to  fields  of  K»  *  • 
Kali-Sin,  whence  it  follows  the  deeply-worn  bed  of  stream  coming  down  from  the  mocnur* 
to  a  steeply  sloping  plain,  and  from  which  the  road  descends  along  a  karet. 

MacGregor  mentions  another  route  via  Chahak,  of  which  the 
as  follows : — 


MuhammadIbAd 

Chahak 

Birjand 


•  M 

21 

21 

... 

24 

45 

•  •• 

14 

59 

•  •• 

28 

87 

[ 
J 


The  road  is  over  a  plain, 
supplies. 


The  road  goes  over  a  pass. 


Route  No.  397, 

TtJN  to  Kain,  via  Bihad. 


Authority.—  MAdGkEdou. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTUfCI,  XV  MH.BB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Deecriptioa>#Ae. 


1.  SabaiXn  in  Sibia.it 

2.  Bihad 


8.  Kain 


is 

21 

21 

•  »• 

21 

42 

•  •* 

21 

63 

The  road  is  over  a  plain.    Tillage* ;   wv  - 
supplies. 

The  road  is  not  verv  good ;  between  niC*  ••  * 
in  bed  of  river.  Village ;  water ;  Appfo*.  T  • 
road  crosses  the  Gudar-i-Karkan,  whwh  it  c 

The  road  crosses  two  or  three  low  p%w* 
7  miles,  but  is  good  ;  then  over    wast*    *■=' 
through  bed  of  river. 


6$5 
Route  No.  398. 

TtiN  to  Khaf,  via  GunXbXd. 
Authority. — MacGregor. 


DlBTAJTCS, 

in  urns 

Stage  or  baiting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 

1.  Kalat 

17 

17 

Tbe  road  is  between  hills,  and  crosses  a  pass. 
Village ;  water ;  supplies. 

2.  GunabId            ... 

14 

31 

The  road  is  over  a  gravel  plain,  and  ia  quite 
good  the  whole  way;  supplies. 

3.  Chip 

17 

48 

The  road  ia  over  sand.  Water  from  wells.  No 
supplies. 

4.  Kbaf 

24 

72 

The  road  is  over  a  plain. 

These  distances  are 

considers 

>ly  under 

-estimated,  as  it  is  at  least  120  miles  Irom  Tun  to 

Khaf. 


Route  No.  399 

TtjN  TO     NfSHAPtjR, 


Authority. — MacGregor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distajtci,  nr  kiiis. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


5.   SaUDADI 


6.  Naubala-Khava. 


7.  BadabAakan 


8.  BijwIt 


9.  Chihaji 


10.  SahgIrd 


11.  NlflBAPfJB 


•  •* 

7C 

76 

u 

21 

97 

•  ■  • 

21 

118 

•  •• 

14 

132 

•  •• 

14 

146 

•  •• 

m 

163£ 

.«• 

... 

■•• 

See*  Route  Tun  to  Tiirahfz. 


Village,  with  water  and  supplies* 


Road  through  waste.    Village;  with  water  and 
supplies. 


Road  through  cultivation.    Village,  with  water 
and  supplies. 


Four  farsongs.    The  road  is  over  hills,    Vil- 
lage, with  water  and  supplies. 


Five  farsang*.    The  road  is  through  hills  and 
undulations.    Village,  with  wate*  and  supplies. 


one 


80 


628 

Route  No.  400- 

Tun  to  TtfBsufz. 


Authority. — MacGregob. 


DlSTlHCB,  IH  MH.I8. 

Stage  or  halting  plade. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Jbe. 

1.  Babus 

2.  Ohnak 

3.  Bajistan 

4,  SABDAK 

5.  Saudadi 

• 

6.  TtifiJHiz 

14 

14 
14 
17 
17 
28 

14 
28 

42 

59 

76 

104 

The  road  is  level  over   TAn   vallej.    YiHaft, 
with  300  house* ;  water  and  supplies. 

The  road  is  over  low  hills,  all  easy.     vDhg% 
with  Water  and  supplies ;  100  booses. 

The  road  is  level.    Village,  with  water  and  n> 
plies. 

The  road  is  over  level  waste.    Village  cm  her- 
der  of  kavir;  50  houses ;   water  and  sttppli<*. 

The  road  is  over  kavir.    Tillage ;  100  hoots ; 
water  and  supplies. 

The  road  is  through  cultivation. 

TURBAT-I-HAIDARI. 

Lat.  35°  16'  0";    Long.  59°  11'  0". 

A  flourishing  town  in  Khurasan,  and  the  residence  of  a  Persian  Gertraor. 
It  stands  in  a  fertile  district,  producing  silk,  grain,  and  cotton  in  lar«e 
quantities.  The  town  stands  on  the  bank  of  a  deep  and  wide  raviur. 
The  population  does  not  now  exceed  1,000  or  1,200  people,  but  bef«rr 
the  famine  (1872)  it  bad  at  least  7,000  inhabitants.  In  summer  it 
enjoys  a  temperate  climate,  but  the  winter  is  rigorous.  There  is  a  garrona 
of  about  300  men.  The  place  is  sometimes  known  as  Turbat  Ishak  Khin, 
from  the  name  of  a  once  famous  chief,  an  all-powerful  ruler  is  these  pots. 


Route  No.  401. 

Turbat-i-Haidabi  to  Mashhad. 


Authority.— Stewart. 


DUIAJCI,  IV  XIU8. 

Stage  6r  halting  ptae* 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

£eacript)oa,Ac. 

1.  Sh6b  Hisab 

19 

•  •• 

Over  a  wide  plain  for  10  miles,   wfaa  tie  n«i 
commences  to  wind  about  among  bilk.    A:  I; 
miles  pants  the  old  earavansami  of  KfensataA. 
Here  the  road  rapidly  asaendu  to  tfce  erajst  «f  ur 

6*7 

Route  No.  401— contd. 
Turbat-i-Haidari  to  MathhaA— -contd. 


Btegt  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAJTCS,  IV  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


pass  called  Godar  Baidar  (6,700  feet).  The  road  for  about  a  mile  would  have  to  be  made  for 
guns.  There  is,  however,  a  larger  road  turning  these  hills.  After  leaving  Godar  Baidar,  the 
ruad  rapidly  descends  to  8hur  Hisar,  a  ruinous  village  with  a  poor  canavansarai. 


2.  KXfi*  Kala 


31  ub  am  mad  Mirza  (6,400  feet)  is  reached. 


24 


43 


At  3  miles  the  caravansarai  of  Mian  Daxht ; 
and  at  5  miles  Kala  Sh^hz&da,  a  weak  fort,  but 
in  good  repair.  At  8  miles  a  range  of  hills  is 
entered,  and  11  miles  the  crest  of  the  Godar 
The  pass  is  on  the  whole  low  and  easy,  but  near 

tbf>  crest  it  would  require  making  for  guns.     The  road  then  rapidly  descends  to  Rub&t  Suffd 

at  the  foot  of  the  hills  (16  miles),  and  crosses  the  plain  to  Kafir  Kala  which  h  on  a  steep  hill. 

The  position  is  strong,  and  the  fort  would  be  difficult  to  take  without  artillery.    There  is 

good  grazing  near. 


3.  Rubat  Tubuxh 


28 


71 


Through  low  ravine  ground.  At  6  miles  reach 
the  ruinous  caravansarai  of  Shahtaki.  The  road 
then  passes  over  a  plain  for  10  miles,  when  it 
meets  the  main  Tihran  road.  At  12  miles  pass 
ShaHfabad,  where  there  are  two  large  oaravansarais  and  a  post-house.  The  road  now  becomes 
very  bad,  though  still  practicable  for  guns.  It  passes  through  a  series  of  low  hills  and  ravines. 
Rubat  Turukh  stands  on  the  edge  of  the  Mashhad  plain  and  about  6  miles  from  that  city. 


4.  Mashhad 


77 


Across  the  plain  ;  road  easy. 


TURBAT-I-SHAIKH  JAMI. 

Lat.  35°  15'  0";  Long.  60°  36'  0*. 

A  town  in  £huias&n,  91  miles  on  the  road  from  Mashhad  to  Herat.  It 
contains  1,000  houses,  is  surrounded  by  gardens  and  cultivation,  and  is 
the  chief  place  on  the  Herat  frontier. 


Route  No.  402. 

Turiut-i-Shajkh  Jami  to  Kehr£z. 
A  tUkortif.i—il.  acGrbgob. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DntASCs,  is  mum. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


1.   DarSLaTailAD 


2.  Kala  Agha  Hasan 


17 


17 


17 


34 


Description,  Ac. 


The  road  is  good  through  abddL 
water  and  supplies. 

The  road  is  good  through  waste, 
water  and  supplies. 


Village,  with 


Village,  with 
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Bouts  No.  402 — contd. 
Turbat-i-Skaikh  J  ami  to  Kehriz — contd. 


Stag*  or  baiting  place. 


DiBturci,  nr  mn, 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  kc. 


3.  Kala  Nau 


4.  Shahb-i-Nau 


5.  Mashhad  Reza  ... 


6.  EehbIz 


17 

17 
14 
14 


61 
68 
82 
96 


This  seems  a  very  round-about  road,  as 
be  more  than  30  or  40  miles. 


The  road  is  good,  and  crosses  an  eas y 
lage,  with  water  and  supplies. 

The  road    is  good  and  level  through 

Village,  with  water  and  supplies. 

The  road  is  good  through  waste.    Tillage, 
water  and  supplies. 

Or  Tabad,  4  farsangs.    The  road  is  auite 
and  level.    Thenoe  to  Herat  the  road 
Kuhsan  and  Ghorian, 
he  direot  distance  between  the  two 


tit. 


i 


TURKUMANCHAt 

Lat.  37°  34'  0" ;  Long.  47°  25r  <T. 

A  large  village  in  Azarbaijan,   on  the  Tihran-Tabrfz  road,  84  miles   S.H 
of  Tabriz.     It  was  here  the  treaty  of  1825  was  signed  with 


Route  No.  403. 

TuEKUMiNCHAf  TO  TABHfz. 

Authority. — Ouseley;  Stewart;  Moriee. 


Distance,  ik  milss. 

• 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  KIeachaman 

2.  TikuadXsh 

3.  Chama h-i-Ak j!» 

4.  Basminj 
6.  Tabb£z 

13 

12 
12 

20 
11 

13 

26 
37 

67 
68 

N.  The  road  is  through  a  country  with  V»w 
hills  on  both  sides.  There  is  an  excellent  strain 
of  water  here. 

N.  The  road  is  through  a  country  witi 
low  hills  on  both  sides. 

N'.N.W.  The  road  lies  through  small  pUss 
and  rather  uneven  ground,  with  low  hiuj  *a 
both  sides.    Cross  a  rivulet  half  way. 

JN.N.W.  The  road  goes  over  "on*  hill  -r 
considerable  length  and  tteepnaM,  called  ti* 
Shibleh  Pass,  where  many  beasts  of  buni  a 
{)eiish  every  winter.  Stewart  makes  Saividafcutl 
five  hours  from  Tabriz,  the  last  stage. 

N.W.  The  road  for  4  miles  goes  ovw  a  Vr  ] 
country  with  hill  on  both  sides,  aftcrwui 
through  defiles.    At  8  miles  cross  a  rirnbL 

199 


629 


Eoutb  No.  403 — contd. 
Turknmdnchdi  to  Tabriz— -contd. 


Stag*  or  baiting  place. 


DXBTAYCS,  X*  MIXES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  Jte. 


Morier  travelled  over  the  same  route  in  three  marches.     His  itinerary  is 
as  folows  :— 


1.  TlXHADASH 


21 


21 


Road  on  a  bearing  of  N.  40°  W.  over  the 
same  sort  of  country  as  that  which  we  had 
crossed  the  preceding  day ;  but,  owing  to  rain, 
the  ground  was  soft.    At  about  the  6th  mile  we 

came  to  a  richly  cultivated  valley  ;  the  village  of  Uzamchi  about  2  miles  on  the  right.    Not 

a  tree  all  over  the  country,  but  there  is  generally  much  cultivation. 

2.  SaitidjLbXd 


25 


46 


Road  good.  N.  40°  W.  At  5  miles  a  vil- 
lage. At  about  the  20th  mile  we  entered 
a  pass  in  the  mountain,  on  the  right  of  which 
was  a  piece  of  water.  After  ascending  and 
descending  the  pass,  we  came  to  a  caravansarai.  It  contains  a  square  area  of  260  paces  of 
solid  construction.  We  turned  off  from  the  high  road  to  the  left,  and  at  about  2£  miles  from 
the  caravan*arai,  reached  Saiyidubad.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  wood  over  the  whole  country 
through  which  we  have  passed. 

14  60        Bearing  N.  50°  W.    At    10  miles  we  came 

to  a  stream  running  from  8.W.  to  N.E.,  and 
surrounded  by  more  wood  than  we  had  seen 
all  over  the   latter  part  of  our  journey.    The 

road  across  the  plain  is  fine ;    about  3  miles  from  Tabriz  it  is  intersected  by  hills  of  a 

sandy  and  stony  soil. 


3.  Tjjjbiz 


TURSHlZ. 

Lat.  35*  l<y  (f ;  Long.  68°  40'  (f. 

A  small  district  of  Khurasan,  lying  E.  of  the  Great  Salt  Desert,  and  S. 
of  the  Kuh  Askand.  There  is  no  town  of  this  name,  but  Sultanabad 
(q.  v.)  is  often  confounded  with  it.  The  district  is  very  productive,  and 
supports  at  least  20,000  inhabitants,  mostly  Arabs  or  Baluchis. 
Through  it  passes  the  most  direct  road  from  Tihran  to  Herat. 


Route  No.  404. 

Turshiz  (Sultanabad)  to  Birjand. 
Juthoritj.—llusAix  Al£. 


DittAjrcs,  xv  Knit. 

Stag*  or  hattiaff  pUot. 

Interme- 
diate. 

ToUL 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  SaudIdi 

•  •« 

••• 

Sizfaraakhs.  Water  plentiful.  Villages  erery- 
where. 

6*0 


Route  No.  404 — tonld. 
Tirshiz  to  (Suitdndbdd)  to  BirJand-~contil. 


Distaitcb 

,  IK  MILKS. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ae. 

2.  Sabdak 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5  farsakhs  ^ 

3.  BajistIk 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6  farsakhs 

4.  Bubo 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 

6  fanakhs 

5.  Tfa 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

4  fanakhs 

6.  SibiXn 

•  ■  • 

«  •  » 

6  fanakhs 

k  Water  plentiful. 
Villages  everywhere. 

7.  Chahax-  i  -  M  u  - 

HAMUADABid) 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

8  fanakhs 

S.  Chah-i-Bayabax 

i 

•  •  • 

8  fanakhs 

$.  Khtjsp 

•  »  « 

•  •  • 

7  fanakhs 

10.   BlBJAHD                ...  1 

•  a    • 

•  •  • 

4  fanakhs 

This  route  cannot  lie 

traced  on 

the  map  beyond  Tiin. 

Route  No.  405. 
Ti RSHfz  (SultanabJld)  to  Mashhad. 


Authority, — Husain  Aii. 

DlSTAJTCB, 

XV  MILES. 

Description,  Ao. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

1.  AliabAd 

... 

5  fanakhs. 

2.  TUBBAT-I-fsX 

KhX*. 

•  •  • 

... 

3  fanakhs. 

3.  Shub  Hiba*b 

tee 

•  •  • 

6  fanakhs. 

4.  Eala  ShahzIda  ... 

•  •  • 

«•• 

4  fanakhs. 

o\  Rubat-i-SafId    ... 

•  •  • 

••• 

4  fanakhs. 

6.  ShabIfabId 

•  •« 

••• 

6  fanakhs. 

7.  MashhXb 

•  •  ■ 

••• 

6  fanakhs. 

See  also  Route,  Birjand  to  Mashhad. 
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Route  No.  406. 

TtjRSHk  (SultInabXd)  to  Nishap(jb. 
J  uiAori/jf. — M  acGregoe. 


Staye  Or  halting  p 1 


1.  Dih-i-Mabv 

2.  Dik-i-DXwa 

3.  ChIh-i-SitAh     ... 

4.  RubatNcbKhan 
6.  RcbItSaittdi  ... 
6.  Xi8Hap6b 


Dimajtcb,  Ml  MILIf. 


Interne* 

diate. 


ToUl. 


24} 

24} 

14 

38} 

17} 

66 

10} 

66} 

14 

80} 

171 

98 

i 

Description,  Ac. 


Route  No.  407. 

TtJRSBfz  (SCLTiliiBAD)  TO  TcRBAT-I-HaIDARI. 
Authority. — GlLL. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DWTAVCS,  I*  M1LB8. 


Intrrme- 
diate. 


Total. 


DcecripUoo,  Ac 


1.  Flint 

2.  AliabXd 


t 


3.  Khcsh-Daba 

4.  Tcbbat-i-Haidabi 


12 


13 
20 


17 


30 
SO 


Five  miles  over  a  cultivated  plain. 

Road  over  the  same  cultivated  and  populated 
.  plain.  Aliabevl  if  a  village  of  forty  house* 
j  lying  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  road.     It  is 

supplied  by  a  stream  of  sweet  water.    Supplies 

plentiful. 


Over  a  desert  and  small  hills. 


tfRMlA. 

Lat  37°  31'  0";  Long.  45°  8'  0" ;  Eler.  4,400  feet 

A  town  in  Azarbaijln,  112  miles  S.TV.  of  Tabriz,  situated  in  a  noble  plain,  12 
miles  W.  of  the  lake  of  the  same  name.  It  is  surrounded  by  walls  and 
encircled  by  orchards,  and  every  house  of  any  importance  has  it*  garden* 
with  rows  of  ckindn  and  poplars  towering  above  the  enclosure.  The  streets 
are  wider  than  in  most  towns,  and  have  generally  a  stream  of  water  running 
down  the  middle.  The  bazaar  is  lively,  but  is  far  i  ferior  to  that  of  Tabriz 
in  size,  variety  of  goods,  and  entertaining  sights.     The  city  is  surrounded 


tiftO 


Route  No.  404 — tentd. 
Tirshiz  to  (Sulidndbdd)  to  Birjand—conbH. 


DlBTXVCI, 

IV  XILK8. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diata. 

Total. 

Description,  Ao. 

2.  Sardak 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5  farsakhs  ^ 

3.  BXjistIx 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6  f  arsakhs 

4.  Bufco 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

6  farsakhs 

5.  W» 

•  •  • 

■  •  • 

4  farsakhs 

6.  SibiXn 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

6  farsakhs 

Water  plentiful. 
*  Villages  everywhere. 

7.  Chahatc-  i  -  M  u  - 
hamkaxiXbId 

•  •  ■ 

a  «  • 

8  farsakhs 

S.  Chah-i-Bayaban 

•  •  • 

■  •  • 

8  farsakhs 

9.  Kh^sf 

«  •  • 

•  *  * 

7  farsakhs 

10.  BlBJAND 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

4  farsakhs  - 

This  route  cannot  lie  traced  on 

the  map  beyond  Tun. 

Route  No.  405. 

TlRSHfz 

(Sultanabjld)  to  Mash  had. 

Authority.— IKsain  Ai,f. 

DlBTAJTCB, 

XV  MILKS. 

Description.  Aa. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

1.  AliabAd 

... 

5  farsakhs. 

2.  TtTBBAT-I-fflX 

Kha.n. 

•  •  • 

... 

3  farsakhs. 

3.  Shue  HisXb 

... 

•  •  . 

6  farakks. 

4.  Kala  Shahzada  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

4  farsakhs. 

5.  BubIt-i-SafId    ... 

... 

... 

4  farsakhs. 

6.  ShabifIbad 

••• 

... 

6  farsakhs. 

7.  MasbhId 

•  •  ■ 

... 

6  farsakhs. 

See  also  Route,  Birjand  to  M&shhad. 
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Route  No.  406. 

TfasHfe  (SultanIbXd)  to  Nishap<jb. 
Authority. — MacGregor. 


Dibcajtcb,  xir  mii.ii. 

—               - ■  ■          .  .   i  .  .»»  i        „ .  ■  -■ ■ .. 

Stage  or  halting  plaea. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  to. 

1.  Dih-i-Mabv 

24| 

24§ 

2.  Dih-i-D1na 

14 

381 

3.  ChIh-i-Siy^h     ... 

17J 

66 

4.  Rubat  Nub  Khan 

101 

661 

6.  Rubat  Saiytdi    ... 

14 

801 

6.  NishXpub 

174 

98 

Route  No.  407. 

TCrshIz  (ScltXnXbad)  to  Turbat-i-Haidari. 
Authority. — Gill. 


Distajicb,  i*  xiLsa. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  Fink 

2.  AliIbId 

« 

3.  Khu8H-Daba 

4.  TuBbat-i-Haidabi 

6 

12 

13 

i 

20 

6 

17 

30 
SO 

Five  miles  over  a  cultivated  plain. 

Rood  over  the  same  cultivated  and  populated 
plain.     Aliab&d   is   a  village    of    forty  house* 
lying  a  little  to  the   left  of  the  road.     It  is 
supplied  by  a  stream  of  sweet  water.    Supplies 
plentiful. 

Over  a  desert  and  small  hills. 

tfftMlA, 

Lat  37°  31'  0";  Long.  46°  8'  0" ;  Elev.  4,400  fset. 

A  town  in  Azarlaijan,  112  miles  S.TV.  of  Tabriz,  situated  in  a  noble  plain,  12 
miles  W.  of  the  lake  of  the  same  name.  It  is  surrounded  by  walls  and 
encircled  by  orchards,  and  every  honse  of  any  importance  has  its  gardens 
with  rows  of  chindrt  and  poplars  towering  above  the  enclosure.  The  streets 
are  wider  than  in  most  towns,  and  have  generally  a  stream  of  water  running 
down  the  middle.  The  bazaar  is  lively,  but  is  far  i  ferior  to  that  of  Tabriz 
in  size,  variety  of  goods,  and  entertaining  sights.     The  city  is  surrounded 
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by  a  deep  ditch  which  can  be  filled  with  water.  tTrmia  has,  according  to 
Wagner,  30,000  inhabitants,  but  Kinneir  only  estimates  their  numbvr  at 
12,000,  and  Fraser  at  20,000.  American  missionaries  are  stationed  in 
tTrmia,  for  the  purpose  of  educating  the  young  Chaldeans  of  the  neighbour- 
hood. The  plain  of  TTrmia  is  almost  50  miles  long  and  18  broad.  Its  ex- 
traordinary productiveness  is  secured  by  the  abundance  of  water  descend  nj 
from  the  snowy  Kurdish  mountains,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  tr."r* 
exceedingly  careful  cultivation  of  the  soil,  a  more  judicious  system  of  art  .> 
cial  irrigation,  or  a  denser  population.  The  vast  area  presents  an 
series  of  villages,  gardens  and  fields  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach. 


Route  No.  408. 

TJrmIa  to  S{jlaim1nia>  via  S6j  ~B6lLk  and  SakIz. 
Authority. — Gerard. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dxbtahci,  nr  vzuss. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  4c. 


1.  Jairax 


20 


General   direction  S.E.      Read  verr   nroJ  - 
About  a  mile  outside  cross  dry  gravel    b*\i  • 
Chaishai;  bridge  exists  a  little  lower;  3  it    - 
spurs  approach  road  on  right.    Thence   thr..-iL 
well-cultivated  country ;  numerous  gardens.    Continue  thus  crossing  numerous  vatt-r-cuT*  - 
keeping  spurs  of  hill  a  couple  of  miles  on  the  right,  passing  numerous  villages  and  a   Ur:  * 
stream  than  others,  about  10  miles  ;  and  about  14  miles  Fort  Murad   Ali.  on  spur    1    &  .  • 
W. ;  17  miles  reach  bank  of  Barauhi,  a  largish  stream,  just  fordable,  and  after  skirtinc  ''*  "* 
left  bank  for  £  mile  cross  by  brick  bridge  four  arches,  at  village  Sardaro.    Turn  left  (K.i  ^i 
village  Jairan  ;   two  or  three  hamlets.     Elevation  42°  5'  (/'. 


2.  Shaikh  Ahmad 


35 


55 


»  •« 


k  *  . 


General  direction  S.  by  S.E.     This  i*  a\<~. 
southern  limits  of  the  Urmia  gardei<s.     I«afc 
2  miles  W.t  and  hills  about  as  far  on  E.  nf  villa.: 
After  a  few  gardens  and  open  ground,  f«H  **t 
tepid  stream  and  cross  low  spurs  at  2  miles.    Thence  descend  and  skirt  along  shore*  uf 
to  which  slopes  descend.    An  upper  track  exists,  avoiding  Jairan,  but  going  round  at  4  tm'«-~ 
Ground  now  uncultivated,  save  patches  at  villages  Rashakan,  Shashagal,  &c      £Urn>u  u  . « 
shore  of  lake  tends  eastward,  and  a  fortified  village,  Tergan,  stands  on  rocky  scarp   t.% 
water ;  ascend  easy  slope  for  a  mile ;  then  through  gardens  of  Dissa  to  14  mile**;   then  a~ 
skirt  low  slopes  and  shore  of  lake,  crossing  larger  spurs  at  18,  and  deep  ravine  £l    mi>- 
rather  likely  spots  for  robbers ;  25  miles  shore  of  lake  again  recedes  E.      Twenty  ~*evYxi  m  '  - 
crest  of  spur,  4,470  feet,  aneroid  reading,  easy  ascent,  and  see  valley  Stfldux  at  fe*L     1^- j- 
part  of  it  now  flooded.    The  Kalashin  Pass  visible  to  W.  at  head.     Skirt  along  *p&r»  a* 
cross  flat,  ploughed  plain  to  another  low  spur  and  hollow  road  (3  feet) ;  and  descend  to  « 
lage  of  Shaikh  Ahmad,  50  or  60  flat  mud  huts ;  valley  about  5  miles  wide  and  as  much 
toral  as  agricultural.    Large  flocks,  sheep,  yaboos,  <fco.    Elevation  4,200  feet 


3.  Sfr  BAlak 


33 


88 


General   direction    S.E.,    33    miles*        <Vr*r 

marshy  but  tolerably  cultivated  ground,  4  it  •  -*. 
through  partly  rained  village  Muhammad  r*  :i.  • 
on  left  bank  of  Gadr  Chai  or  Suldti*  ChaL  mar*  t 
on  right  bank  ;  foot  of  hills  S.  boundary  of  valley  3  miles  off;  several  villages  along  »»..p*t. 
Bear  more  to  E.,  passing  two  or  three  villages,  Dttngia,  Duna,  <&c.,  at  end  of  low  m»ky  *?*.- 
which  juts  out  into  plain.  Large  herds  and  good  many  ponies  about.  From  enquirm  a  i^r 
yaboo  was  procurable  for  Rs.  40.  Cross  some  water-cuts  and  through  reeds  to  about  1 1  miW 
to  stone  bridge,  three  arches,  to  which  road  makes  a  curious  loop.  River  seemed  bWp  »•  . 
unfordable,    30  yards  wide.    Reason  of  its  being  off  direct  line  was,  I  believe,  to  hr\C 
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Roots  No.  408 — eonfd. 

* 

tJrmia  to  Silaimdnia,  vid  Suj  Bulak  and  Sakiz— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAHCB,  IK  MIt.ES 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  Ac 


tl  oinselvcs  of  a  block  of  rock  at  one  side  for  foundation.  Village*  of  Saradash  a*vl  Mania  on 
ri_;at  hank  near,  and  steepish  rocky  hill  overhanging,  along  base  of  which  road  skirts.  One 
v<  vy  black  and  oily  piece  of  soil  showed  here  through  snow.  Circle  round  foot  t.f  hill  and 
ctox*  spur,  4,270 feet,  open  and  undulating;  grassy  marshes  to  left  (E.)  ch.se  to  road,  and  two 

•  •r  t  hree  villages  a  mile  or  two  eff  track.     Hills  become  more  detached  and  smaller  ;  17  miles 

♦  wy  ascent  round  spur  to  your  right  (W  ),  and  down  gentle  grass  descent  and  over  some  low 
u :.«lulitioas  snow  melting  and  ground  h»*itvy.  About  22  miles  large  villages  of  Andarkish, 
A<\,  to  left;  passed  on  other  side  on  way  from  Suj  Bulak  to  Miandab  in  January,  and  25 
t»  il-*^  over  spur,  descend  about  100  feet,  and  at  20  miles  strike  banks  of  Siij  Bulak  river 
».;im  .site  Ynsufkand.  Clos*t»this  is  end  of  spur,  across  whirdi  the  Siij  Biihik-Miandab  road 
it  --  -s  about  \  mile  off.  Bf'ing  raisdire:!  *d,  we  forded  river  here  and  made  for  this  road  and 
1 1  .  •  <f  telegraph,  being  bothered  on  rig] it  bank  by  a  deep  water-cut  which  mules  crossed 
%*  i:  W  difficulty.  Proper  road  runs  for  some  way  up  left  bank  and  crosses  nearer  town. 
Lat.  36°  45'  0"  ;     Long.  45°  45' 0* ;     Alt.  4,301/. 


4.  HiJl  Ail  Khan  ... 


13 


101 


General  direction  E.  .  Immediately  outside 
town  enter  narrow  valley ;  few  trr.es  cultivation ; 
3  miles  ascent ;  wind  upwards  hill  about  6  miles  ; 
cross  ridge  6,000  feet;  defend  to  5,450  feet 
next  mile,  and  wind  along  hkjh-lying,  fairly  open  valleys,  with  slopes  easy,  and  at  13 
iiiil'*<  reach  village  Hiiji  AH  Khan,  100  houses.  Deep  snow  was  terribly  fatiguing  on  this 
nuirc'i  ;  horses  kept  continually  sinking  till  your  stirrups  touched  snow,  and  as  it  was  partial- 
lv  lM»tt<»n  down,  and  crust  cccisionally  bore,  there  was  terrible  plunging. 

About  5  miles  out  another  road  branches  off  more  to  S.  E.,  but  was  paid  to  b?  difficult 
fr.>m  st.ow.  From  Ilaji  All  Khan  two  other  roads  to  S;ikiz  exist,  rid  Burhin,  u«cd  in  sum- 
m.-r.  siid  to  be  3  farsakhs  shorter,  and  the  Ba  Sunga  road.  Two  prominent  peaks  stand  on 
i  .  «.f  village.     Altitude  5,600  feet. 


o.  But  In 


34 


135 


General  direction  S.E.  For  3  miles  follow 
bank  of  stream  to  villa  :e  Sigir,  5,2«m  iV"t  ;  ford 
it  and  dvr  undulating  cult: vat  »<1  grovnd  :  Kila- 
al-Kasul  S.lif,  about  6  mih*s  ;  3  miles  hfr.  and 
il.  cled  fall  into  Miandab  valley,  Maragha  hill,  Sahand,  &c,  clearly  vMbb ;  undulating; 
I*  ".•  villages  to  14  miles.  Sheep;  larks  hinging;  at  15  miles  into  plain  and  cr^;.*  two 
«.; !.-  nns  to  Ashagu  ;  skirt  under  rocky  ridge  at  1  mile,  striking  Lft  bank  of  Taiava.  Hills 
i/i  right  bank  across  valley,  4  miles  :  at  25  mil's  Unchar,  big  village,  with  Frrt  Muhimmad 
\*i.  At  30  miles  large  villages,  where  for  only  time  during  travels  was  ri  fined  lodgings, 
••%  r:£.  I  fancy,  to  my  Persian  companion.  Descnd  cultivated  ground  ;  grove  and  furd  to 
IV  .  of  village  Ustapa,  J  mile  down  on  right  bank  ;  33  miles  cross  ford,  80  yards ;  girth 
\  -  *]k  and  after  watercourse  and  mill.  Biikan  at  34  miles,  with  old  fort  on  knoll  above 
..•wit.  Small  covered  bazaar  here,  and  building  going  on,  400  houses  (?) ;  most  marvellous 
;»ring,  lukewarm,  in  court  of  mosque,  from  which  large  stream  flows  through  town;  full  of 
i .  \u     Altitude  4,450  feet. 


SAtfz 


24 


159 


General  direction  S.  Pass  few  gardens ;  hills  close 
to  left  for  1£  miles ;  open  t«»  5  miles  ;  low  ridge. 
Lots  of  villages  in  sight  up  valley  Tatava,  and  high 
snow-chain  on  W.  7  miles ;  ascend  6,000  feet,  some 


**veral  villages  in  sight,  and  valley  whenc?  inner  stream  tolerably  open.  Lots  of  sheep  about. 
>a*  h  now  a*c»nds  and  winds  round  spurs  of  hill  on  right  (W.)  about  23  miles,  descending  to 
si\  it,  which  is  situated  at  end  of  a  long  low  spur  overhanging  left  hank  Sakfz  river,  tributary 


81 


636 


Route  No.  408— coneld. 
tJrmia  to  Sulaimdnia,  via  Suj  Buldk  and  Sakiz — coneld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DxaxAirci,  xvxxlss. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


pigeons.  Emerge  into  slightly  opener  ground  at  20  miles,  and  skirt  along  slopes  ;  g»r  -  • 
ascent  of  hill  on  left ;  laTge  valley  with  village  of  Dia,  past  which  one  path  runs  to  Serai .  a- 
on  right  (N).  Reach  crest  at  23  miles,  4,700  feet.  Along  ridge  for  a  mile,  splendid  \  -&. 
Oak  woods  and  deep  valleys  on  either  hand.  That  on  S.  quite  wild,  and  splendid  mass  of  *n  • 
mountains.  Kasha  about  12,000  feet,  and  crest  about  12  miles  S.  beyond,  with  tLi*klr- 
wooded  spurs  and  ravines.  On  N.  large,  partly  cultivated  vallev  ;  wooded  muuir^  • 
beyond.  Cross  ravine  and  wind  up  to  saddle  26  J  miles,  4850  feet,  whence  roof*  <ii  Ma'~> 
Kulan  are  visible,  about  a  mile  further  on.  Descend  ravine  thither  ;  small  village,  iO  h-  -, 
and  sort  of  sarai.    Lat.  36°  43'  0"  N. ;  Long.  45°  48'  (f  E. ;  Alt.  4,200'. 


13.   StiLAIMi.3IA 


21 


282 


General    direction    S.W.  For  a   mile    f.L  ▼ 
course  of  brook ;  then  over  spur.    Ctumaome  *•  - 
tivation  and  descend  to  Tankabwa  river.   *S  . 
100  yards  wide,  and  up  which,  for  about   \  t.- 
we  had  to  proceed  for  a  ford,  which  is  just  above  a  small  mill-dam.    Several  villages  ht£i 
slopes.    Cross  spur,  and  at  5  miles  tributary  with  water-mills.    Some  cultivation  and-  us*  •>- 
two  villages  here.     (At  river  altitude  is  3,150  feet).    Country  wilder  and  ground  ronsr^i*""- 
with  bold  crag  overhanging  road  to   8  miles,  where  there  is  straight  ascent  to  3,&L»»  f-r* 
Country  now   very   open,  with   deep  ravine,  whose  sides  are  all  vineyards,  and  goul  d. .- ' 
plough.     This  valley,*  which  runs  S.E.  and  N.W.,  is  bounded  on  W.  by  theGirjah  rang*.  &   i 
is  about  8  miles  wide.    On  steep  slope  of  hills  here  are  a  wonderful  lot  of  vinrraru*  j 
fruit  trees  in  places  where  they  could  never  be  irrigated.    Descend,  road  wide  and  fm*ii./« 
skirting  deep  ravine,  passing  at  10  miles  Naudeh  and  Chin  gin  i  a,  and  several  otiwr  vili  v  i 
in  sMit  further  off ;  12  miles  descent  steep  into  ravine,  and  down  to  Harrik  Chai  strsan    is 
miles,  3,550  feet  to  3,170  feet.    Thence  gradual  ascent  up  small  glen;  ruins   at   13'    u.'»  • 
Easy  ascent  to  15  miles,  4,150  feet ;  thence  steep,  winding  path  to  crest,  16j  milva,  5,2.* »  iV  -. 
East  slopes  of  Girjah  have  oak  scrub  (W.  bare),  and  number  of  donkeys  bringio|r  **  x  • 
Siilaimania  for  fuel.     Steep  descent  to  17  miles;  thence  down  ravine  to  18  mile*, ai*l  at  - 
easy,  cultivated  ground  to  Sulaimania. 

Sulaimdnia  is  a  squarish  collection  of  mud  houses,  without  one  single  prominent  build  i*  z 
to  break  the  monotony.    Town  said  to  contain  2,000  houses,  but  looks  more  like    1*2"* 
Valley  in  which  it  stands  is  10  to  12  miles  wide,  between  Girjah  on   E.  and  a  lower  xanc-. 
marking  the  Kara  Dagh  on  W.,  and  runs  almost  N.  and  S.     Lat.  35°  33'  0*  N. ;  Long.    4i- 
36'  0"  E. ;  Alt.  2,975'. 

From  Sulaimaniaf  the  usual  route  to  Baghdad  is  vid  Kerkuk,  the  line  of  post  and  tclrer*pw  , 
Bagh,  six  hours ;  Chamshamal,  nine  hours ;  Kerkuk,  five  hours.  This  would,  liowewr.  ha»  e 
forced  me  to  return  from  Kerkuk  along  the  already  traversed  line  vid  Kifri,  though  it  U  *!<«* 
possible  to  travel  down  by  the  Tigris  and  Samarah  shrine.  Few  villages  on  the  rout*,  u*l 
must  trust  to  Arab  camps. 

The  direct,  but  little  used,  route  to  Baghdad,  vid  Kifri,  is  Si  mat,  five  hours  ;  Gcr  Tarnb. 
five  hours ;  Bokan,  ten  hours ;  Kifri,  twelve  hours ;  but  road  is  described  at  very  bad,  axil  it 
traverses  the  Hamawand  country. 

The  third  route,  little  used,  is  Moan  Girajeh,  six  hours ;  Ghulambar,  five  hours ;  DiiraVc. 
six  hours ;  Pirhas,  five  hours  ;  Kani  Chakal,  seven  hours ;  (cross  the  Diala  by  raft):  Khimki-, 
seven  hours.  Thence  by  the  usual  Kdrmanshah  road,  ltX)  miles  to  Baghdad.  This  is  thrv-^a 
Jaf  country,  and  Muhammad  Pasha's  safe-conduct  indispensable. 

The  stages  given  here  for  SarJasht  are  different  from  those  given  above— fir.,  Koniami*;. 
aeven  hours ;  Birimp,  seven  hours  ;  Sardasht,  six  hour*. 

The  peak  of  Pema  Gudrun,  10,000  feet,  lies  a  few  miles  to  N.  of  town. 


Harrikja. 
t  There  t«  a  shorter  route,  Suj  Buttle  to  Sulaunania,  vid  Mfradeh-Baaih.  oiuallj  taktn  by 
th  at  at  Suj  BaLak-lferdaaht  to  Suiaixuauia. 


ess 


Route  No.  408— conid. 
tJrmia  to  Sulaimdnia,  via  Suj  Buldk  and  Sakiz—contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DMTAYCK,  UT  MH.M. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Another,  now  open,  Kan  van,  four  hours;  Pangwfn,  fire  hoars;  Mamakilla,  six  hours  ; 
Siilainiaina,  f  ur  hours. 

Mariwan  i«  ten  hours  from  here  ;  Serambal,  four  hours ;  Bin  (mountainous  stage),  six 
hours  ;  Asrab&d,  four  hours ;  Janawara,  six  hours ;  Doissa,  seven  hours ;  Sehna,  three  hours. 


10.  Sbbambal 


13 


213 


General  direction  S.  by  S.E.  Heavy  snow 
had  fallen  since  my  arrival,  effectually  blocking 
Kalakua  Pass,  they  said.  For  2  miles  road  very 
muddy  and  heavy,  with  half -melted  snow,  plough  ; 
at  2  \  miles  low  saddle.  Descend  banks  of  small  stream  fringed  with  willows.  Hills  still 
wooded.  At  5  miles  valley,  On  left,  village  Halabjek,  and  small  river  Ab-i-Fan;  on  right, 
bank ;  about  6  miles  is  artificial  mound  ;  undulating  road  to  9  miles.  At  9  miles  ford 
stream  and  commence  ascent ;  wooded  spur.  About  11  miles  road  very  difficult  for  a  mile  ; 
two  deep  ravines  and  three  spurs;  part  of  path  zig-zair.  About  12  miles  top  highest  spur 
0.200  feet.    Theuce  descend  slightly  to  Scram bal,  60  houses.     Altitude  6,05$. 


11.  Pas  owl  w* 


21 


234 


General  direction  S.  Descend  short  way; 
then  up  spur  to  about  2  miles,  at  which  point 
is  the  frontier,  6,050  feet.  Skirt  along  hill, 
descending  deep- wooded  ravine  on  right.  From 
3  to  5  miles  undulating  forest  ground;  then  zig-zag  path,  not  rockv,  from  5,050  feet  to  4,650 
feet ;  enter  bed  of  small  stream,  and  skirt  down  right  bank  to  7  miles,  where  strike  right  bank 
of  Sur&b  river,  7o  yarvls  broad,  and  just  fordable. 

Opposite  the  ford  one  line  of  road  strikes  off  vi6  Bistan — called  two  hours — to  Stilaimania, 
which  i»  eight  hours  thence.  Over  oj>en,  wet  plain,  covered  with  crocuses  and  flowers  showing 
through  snow,  and  up  line  of  small  stream  to  rocky  saddle  12  miles,  another  point  of  fron- 
tier. Theixje  across  wide  plain,  with  some  isolated  hills  on  it,  at  15  miles  skirting  foot  of 
bill*  on  left  (E.)  ;  cultivated  but  terribly  wet  plain  on  right.  About  16  miles  village 
Ratoahal,  small  defile  ;  again  open  to  19  miles,  wnere  ford  the  Bitnansu-chai  or  Mashkhal 
Ft  ream.  70  yards,  girth -dee  p.  Another  mile  of  open  ;  bear  to  E.  up  valley  between  low  hills, 
and  at  21  miles  is  the  frontier  town  of  Pangwfn.  terraced  in  amphitheatre,  rising  up  from 
*niall  stream ;  hki  houses.     Lat.  35°  36'  0"  N. ;  Long.  46°  6'  0"E. ;  Alt.  4,750*. 


12.  Mama  Ko  lXn 


27 


261 


General  direction   W.  by  S.W.    For  9  miles 
skrit  low  range  on  left.     Bimansu-ohai  parallel 
about  1  mile  right  ;  ground  cultivated  ;  number 
of  small  streams.     At  7  miles  road  divides,  the 
I. 'ft  (S.)  one   now  closed  by  snow  ;  9  miles  village  Hasilyn,  50  huts,  where  escort  deserted  me 
and  went  home.     River  here,  and  track  enters  gorge  in  mountain.     One  bold  rocky  isolated 
crag,  called  Kitai  Hasilyn  ;  ruined  fort  just  opposite  village.     Path  wound  along  picturesque 
wooded  slopes  from  mountains  on  left  bank  of  stream  into  which  they  descend  ;   path   indif- 
ferent.   One  descent  of   700  feet  about  10  miles,  at  foot  of  which  cross  ravine,  small  huts  of 
Zcrkau,  4,550  feet,  and  up  the  stiffest  ascent  of  this  road  to  6,200  feet.     From  this  skirt 
along  parillel  to  river.     Several  small  villages  sighted,  some  high  up  on  slopes  of  mountains 
on  N.,  and  about  16  miles  get  on  openish  and  cultivated  ground.    Here  road  branches,  the 
N.  M  Mama  Kulan,  and  S.  vid  Alawa,f  both  to  Sulaimania;  we  took  the  former.     Descend 
slightly  to  18,  where  cross  small  tributary  ;  and  after  another  mile  the  river,  here  called 
Mashkhal, J  flows  due  N.  between  high,   but   not  very  steep,   wooded  mountains,   with  a 
few  villages  on  slopes  in  distance,  and  path,   leaving  open,   cultivated,  undulating   ground, 
enters  small,  gently -ascending  ravine,  with  thick  copse  on  both  sides.     Trees  here  thorough- 
ly English, — oak,  hawthorn,  ash,  wild  roses,  brambles,  <fcc.  ;  numbers  of  common   wood 


•  Or  «« Pmjirin." 

t  Sheomakai  road. 

X  YaUam  is,  I  beiie?e,  proper  nafflt. 
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Route  No.  408— «wk?W. 
tJrmia  to  Sulaimania,  via  Suj  Buldk  and  Sakiz — conoid. 


Stage  or  halting  place 


Description,  Ac 


pigeons.  Emerge  into  slightly  opener  ground  at  20  miles,  and  skirt  along  slopes  ;  jp  r 
ascent  of  hill  on  left ;  large  valley  with  village  of  Dia,  past  which  one  path  runs  to  Serun  -a. 
on  right  (N).  Reach  crest  at  23  miles,  4,70U  feet.  Along  ridge  for  a  mile,  splendid  i .  ■* 
Oak  woods  and  deep  valleys  on  either  hand.  That  on  S.  quite  wild,  and  splendid  mam  t«f  -n  »« 
mountains.  Kasha  about  12,000  feet,  and  crest  about  12  miles  S.  beyond,  with  th:-  *, j- 
wooded  spurs  and  ravines.  On  N.  large,  partly  cultivated  vallev  ;  wooded  mmu.:.  •  ■ 
beyond.  Cross  ravine  and  wind  up  to  saddle  25j  miles,  4,850  feet,  whence  root*  of  Mir  * 
Kulan  are  visible,  about  a  mile  further  on.  Descend  ravine  thither  ;  small  village,  4U  t_ .^ 
and  sort  of  sarai.    Lat.  36°  43'  0"  N. ;  Long.  45°  48'  0*  E. ;  Alt.  4,200'. 


13.  StiLkiuisu 


21 


282 


■1m  m 


General   direction    S.W.  Far  a  miir 
course  of  brook ;  then  over  spar.    Cros* ; 
tivation  and  descend  to  Tankabwa  rrar.  at-    . 
100  yards  wide,  and  up  which*  for  about   1 1-    ■, 
we  had  to  proceed  for  a  ford,  which  is  just  above  a  small  mill-dam.    Several  villages  hie-   "- 
slopes.    Cross  spur,  and  at  5  miles  tributary  with  water-mills.    Some  cultivation  asd-  uc*  *- 
two  villages  here.     (At  river  altitude  is  3,150  feet).    Country  wilder  and  ground  mttr'i-1. 
with  bold  crag  overhanging  road  to   8  miles,  where  there  is  straight  ascent  to  S^i^ifv 
Country  now   very   open,  with   deep  ravine,  whose  sides  are  all  vineyards,  aad  gcxil  ^  . 
plough.     This  valley,*  which  runs S.E.  and  N.W.,  is  bounded  on  W.  bv  the  Girjah  ratjp*.  v 
is  about  8  miles  wide.    On  steep  slope  of  hills  here  are  a  wonderful  lot  of  vineyard*  a    . 
fruit  trees  in  places  where  they  could  never  be  irrigated.    Descend,  road  wide  and  gra*  *!;<-. 
skirting  deep  ravine,  passing  at  10  miles  Naudeh  and  Chinginia,  and  several  other  viiis_-  - 
in  sight  further  oft ;  12  miles  descent  steep  into  ravine,  and  down  to  Harrik  Chai  stream.  \+ 
miles,  3,550  feet  to  3,170  feet.    Thence  gradual  ascent  up  small  glen;  ruins   at  13 \  m.l  - 
Easy  ascent  to  15  miles,  4,150  feet ;  thence  steep,  winding  path  to  crest,  16 J  miWs,  5,2oo  ie»t_ 
East  slopes  of  Girjah  have  oak  scrub  (W.  bare),  and  number  of  donkeys  bringinp  \\  :■• 
Sulaimania  for  fuel.     Steep  descent  to  17  miles ;  thence  down  ravine  to  18  mile*,  and  uv . 
easy,  cultivated  ground  to  Sulaimania. 

Sulaimania  is  a  squarish  collection  of  mud  houses,  without  one  single  prominent  baQdirr 
to  break  the  monotony.    Town  said  to  contain   2,000  houses,  but  looks  more  like    I^i* 
Valley  in  which  it  stands  is  10  to  12  miles  wide,  between  Girjah  on   E.  and  a  lower  nvc* 
marking  the  Kara  Dagh  on  W.,  and  runs  almost  N.  and  S.    Lat.  35°  33'  0"  N. ;  Long.    tV 
3G'  0"  E. ;  Alt.  2,975'. 

From  Sulaimaniaf  the  usual  route  to  Baghdad  is  rid  Kerkuk,  the  line  of  post  and  telr-grar  ^  ; 
Bagh,  six  hours;  Chamshamal, nine  hours ;  Kerkuk,  five  hours.  This  would,  howtvtr.  ha«* 
forced  me  to  return  from  Kerkuk  along  the  already  traversed  line  rid  Kifri,  though  it  it  at** 
possible  to  travel  down  by  the  Tigris  and  Samarah  shrine.  Few  villages  on  the  rout*,  svj  1 
must  trust  to  Arab  camps. 

The  direct,  but  little  used,  route  to  Baghdad,  rid  Kifri,  is  Simat,  five  hours  ;  Gcr  Tarn>. 
five  hours ;  Bokan,  ten  hours ;  Kifri,  twelve  hours ;  but  road  is  described  as  very  bad,  a&J  »t 
traverses  the  Hamawand  country. 

The  third  route,  little  used,  is  Moan  Girujeh,  six  hours ;  Ghulambor,  five  hours;  Pirra.-*-. 
six  hours ;  Pirhas,  five  hours  ;  Kani  Chakal,  seven  hours ;  (cross  the  Diala  by  raft);  Kh*mk  * . 
seven  hours.  Thence  by  the  usual  Karmanshah  road,  liX)  miles  to  Baghdad.  This  is  thrvu^'u 
Jaf  country,  and  Muhammad  Pasha's  safe-conduct  indispensable. 

The  stages  given  here  for  SarJasht  are  different  from  those  given  above— ri*.,  Kaniasuji, 
•even  hours ;  Birimp,  seven  hours ;  Sardasht,  six  hours. 

The  peak  of  Pema  Gudrun,  10,000  feet,  lies  a  few  miles  to  N.  of  town. 


Harrikja. 
+  There  i*  a  shorter  route,  Suj  Bul&k  to  S41aiminia,  tid  >liradeh-Ba&#b,  astuUj  takm  br 
that  of  buj  n«lik-tiardaabt  to  3ulAiniima. 


637 
WASHT. 


Lat. 


Long. 


Elev. 


A  fort  and  village — the  capital  of  Sarhadd  District  of  Persian  Biliichistan- 
situated  in  the  midst  of  cultivation,  on  the  road  from  Bampur  to  Jalk. 


Route  No.  408  (A). 

WiSHT  TO   BiMP(jR. 


Authority. — Jennings. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAYCl,  IV  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Chasma-i-AjghIn 


23 


For  the  first  5  miles  the  road  ascends  gently 
oyer  an  open  plain  running  due  8.  Here  a  road 
branches  off  to  left  running  vid  Rindigwi  nala, 
KarwAnda  nala  and  IKmin  to  Bampur,  said  to 
be  scarcely  passable  for  laden  animals  at  the  Muhammad  Ali  Khan  Kotal ;  latter  a  halting  place 
with  water  about  half  way  between  Damin  and  Washt.  At  5£  miles  a  low  kotal  is  crossed, 
named  Panj  Angusht,  which  is  also  the  name  of  the  low  range,  forming  the  watershed 
separating  the  Sarhadd  Homun  drainage  system  from  that  flowing  vid  Guzzu  to  the 
AS ashkid  river.  ThiB  kotal  is  now  practicable  for  guns.  There  is  another  kotal  10J  miles 
to  the  N.W.,  on  the  same  range,  and  likewise  called  Panj  Angusht ;  latter  not  practicable  for 
guns  in  present  state,  but  a  few  days'  work  would  (Duifadar  Sard&r  Khan  says)  make  it 
practicable.  On  the  S.  side  of  the  kotal,  at  mile  6,  is  a  good  spring  of  sweet  water,  while 
grass,  wood  and  grazing  are  abundant.  From  mile  6  to  mile  23  the  road  runs  over  a  level 
plain  in  a  west-south- westerly  direction,  crossing  several  shallow  and  dry  nalas ;  plenty  of 
good  grass  en  route,  also  wood  and  grazing;  all  the  drainage  flowing  into  the  Sarhadd  Zirreh, 
called  the  Chah  Gabi  Hamun.  The  latter  is  a  depression  in  the  ground,  receiving  drainage 
from  all  four  sides,  and  at  the  end  of  March  1884  was  a  lake  some  12  miles  long,  7  miles  wide, 
and  8  to  10  feet  deep  in  the  centre.  It  dries  up  towards  the  middle  or  end  of  the  hot  weather, 
unless  there  have  been  exceptionally  heavy  spring  and  winter  rains.  All  round  this  Hamun  is  a 
dense  jungle,  and  an  unlimited  supply  of  the  best  grass  covers  the  plain  for  miles  to  the  W. 
At  Chaahma-i- Afghan  is  abundance  of  excellent  sweet  water  in  the  nala  of  the  same  name ; 
grass,  wood,  and  grazing  unlimited.     No  village  or  cultivation. 


2.   KaJtWAKDA 


16 


39 


In  the  first  3  miles  the  road  crosses  the  same  nala 
three  times, — perennial  flowing  and  sweet  water 
existing  in  it.  At  mile  3  is  a  halting  place,  called 
Ek  Miya ;  grass,  grazing,  wood  here,  also  abund- 
ant, sweet  water  from  the  same  nala.  At  b\  miles  a  gentle  ascent  begins,  and  at  mile  8 
the  top  of  the Tangdn  kotal  is  reached;  ascent  very  easy.  Here  road  turns  sharp  to  the 
left,  and  a  steep  descent  begins.  Road  very  bad,  but  practicable  for  laden  animals,  as  mine 
4*ame  over  it ;  could  not  be  made  available  for  guns  without  considerable  work.  At  top  of 
kotal  perennial  running  sweet  water  begins,  being  a  branch  of  the  Karwanda  river.  Up  to 
mile  11 J  the  road  descends  between  a  spur  of  the  Kuh-i-Murghak  and  the  Geznan  or  Tangan 
hills;  it  is  bad  the  whole  way,  and  in  places  very  narrow,  being  not  more  than  6  feet  wide, 
with  high  rocky  sides  ;  it  then  turns  sharp  to  the  right  and  descends  gradually  to  Karwanda, 
crossing  a  tributary  of  the  Kar  win  da  river  at  mile  13  J,  and  the  main  river  at  mile  15  J. 
From  mile  15  J  to  Karwanda  at  mile  16 J  road  runs  over  fairly  level  stony  ground.  Karwanda 
i#  a  small  fort ;  there  arc  30  inhabited  houses  outside  the  fort ;  inhabitants  Sorabzais  (a  section 
of  the  Kurds)  and  Arbabi*.  There  are  two  good  karez  and  abundance  of  excellent  water ; 
gross,  wood  and  grazing  plentiful  all  round,  both  in  tho  various  nalas  and  on  the  hills.  The 
village  owns  300  sheep,  but  thousands  are  to  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood.  There  is  t  small 
date  palm  grove  next  to  the  village  and  som*  cultivation,  but  scarcely  £th  the  amount  that 
formerly  existed*    General  direction,  S.W.  by  S. 
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Route  No.  408a — contd. 
Watht  to  Bdmpur — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Diet axoi,  us  MILIB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


3.  TeohIf  (1  route) 
n        (other  „ 


) 


14 


12J 


63 


\ 


■  > 


The  road  cronef  a  deep  ravine  at  mile  4 ;  thea 
crosses    some    nalas  alternately  ascending  ar . 
51 J    )  descending  the  main  Karwanda  river,  being  a  f  ' 
miles  on  left.     At  3}  mi  lea  road  enter*   i»»  - 
down  which  it  runs  till  mile  6f .    At  mile  8  and  8J  road  cronses  the  Alfda  river,  a  large  trw- 
tary,  with  perennial  water  of  the  Karwanda  river  ;  latter  at  mile  9  is  $  a  mile  on  left ;  one  n» 
onwards  (traversed  by  DuffadaV  Kalandar  Khan)  runs  alternately  along  bed  of  Karwi 
river  and  along  right  bank  to  camp,  distance  12J  miles ;  the  other  meanders  through  low  i 
on  right   bank  for  several  miles,  and  is  only  used,  when  riv^r  is  in  flood,  as   it 
when    I  came   along  the  route.      The   road   for  about  5    or  6  miles  is  quite  imp* 
fur  guns  in  present  condition,  and  it  would  require  time  and  money  to  make  it  into   a  c  • 
cart-road  ;  still,  as  soil  is  soft,  being  shale  or  clay,  and   gradients   very   easy,  it  ofeVr*  ' 
obstacle.    After  about  mile  tf  road  is  now  available  for  guns.   It  is,  in  iti  present  ©»niiitkt. 
good  camel  road,  and  is  the  one  used  for  large  kdfila*.    Teghaf  is  a  plain  on  the  right  tv 
of  the  Karwanda  river,  in  which  good  water  is  abundant,  any  amount  of  excellent  gr***  i* 
grazing,  and  miles  of  a  dense  tamarisk  jr.ngle.     The  plain   takes   its  name   from  a  *a  . 
tributary  of  the  Karwanda  river,  which  joint*  here  on  right  bank,  flowing  from  the  Damtx- 
Kuh.    No  village  or  cultivation.    General  direction  8. 


LW 


4.  DIman 


181 


70 


For  the  first  6£  miles  road  runs  along  riz 
bank  of  Karwanda  river.     Cultivation   ot    '•  i 
bank  at  mile  2f  ;  also  on  right  bank  at  miir  : 
High  green  grass  on  both  side*  of  river,  s.    ■ 
dense  tamarisk  jungle  in  riverbed.    A  road  to  Washt  leads  up  the  Rindigan  river;  U*-  ■* 
over  Muhammad  Ali  Khan  kotal,  barely  passable  for  laden  animals.     From  mile  6*  to  c.   - 
Da  rain,  at  mile  ]  8J,  the  road  generally  runs  along  the  broad  riverbed ;   to-day's  route  &.. 
able  for  jpms  the  whole  way  ;  grass,  wood  and  grazing,  also  running  water,  are  plenty  eu  n.  • ' 

Damin  is  a  large  mud  ibrt  in  good  repair,  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Karwi-  - 
river.     There  are  twenty  houses  outside  the  fort.   ( Ao/e.-  Damin  is  the  name  of  the  di»tr  * 
by  which  the  fort  is  also  known,  although  its  proper  name  is  Kala-i-Koren.) 

Inhabitants  :  £  ham  ban  i  Biltiohis.     There  is  a  very  large  grove  of  date  palms  and  cvrwii  * 
able  cultivation,  irrigated  from  the  river  ;  grass,  wood  and  grazing  most  plentiful.     A  <vr 
amount  of  supplies  from  the  eight  villages  forming  the  IMmin  district*    General  direct « :  v 


5.  Pxh6ba 


17 


87 


For  the  first  mile  the  road  follows  the  U 
the  Karwanda  river;  then,  ascending  the   . 
bank,  it  runs  along  it   till  mile  ?£,   vt,-n    - 
orosses  diagonally  the  said  river  and  asrm»i»  * 
Tight  bank  at  mile  10.    Cultivation  is  passed  at  mile  2£  and  mile  3.     From  mile  )•• 
Pahura,  at  mile  1S£,  the  road  runs  over  an  open  plain,  pausing  cultivation  at  mile  11 :  w*  • 
grass,  grazing  and  wood  in  plenty  en  route;  gentle  descent  the  whole  way,  and  road  ava:  &  - 
for  guns.    The  old  Pahura  fort  is  a  large  and  very  high  one,  in  excellent  repair*    Tavw  a 
about  100  to  150  houses  (Kalandar  Khan  gives  260  houses,  but  I  prefer  my  own  ic*'~ 
as  I  visited  the  place  and  spent  a  day  there.     Sardar  Khan  gives  200  hontca  fmm  iaf«rs-.r 
tion  obtained  at  Barapur).  situated  in  the  extensive  date  palm  groves  around  it*    it  ha*  if:  - " 
Jcarez,  ten  being  in  good  repair,  and  a  very  large  amount  of  cultivation  and  many  ga~   "• 
The  village  owns  2,C00  sheep,  and  is  in  a  flourishing  state ;  a  considerable  amount  if  •»!*■ 
obtainable  from  the  village  and  from  the  others  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  graas  in  isaosr 
vicinity  (unless  after  rain,  when  it  is  plentiful),  only  obtainable  in  fair  quantity,  hut  ps*\- 
of  bhoosa  is  to  be  had ;  grazing,  wood  and  good  water  unlimited. 

Inhabitants  : — Daminis      } 

Bijarzais     (Biluchis. 
Khalkalis    ) 
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Routb  No.  408a— concld. 
Wdshl  to  Bampur — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distavcs,  nr  mu.m. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  te. 


Grass  in  plenty  at  some  miles  distant ;  road  excellent,  available  for  guns. 
There  i*  a  new  fort  being  built  J  of  a  mile  to  the  8.  of  the  old  one ;  for  details,  measure- 
ments, &c\,  see  Gazetteer.    General  direction  S.W.  by  S. 


6.  BAmpOb 


13 


100 


At  mile  4}  road  crosses  Kain  Segri  Nala ; 
grass  abundant,  also  wood  and  grazing.  At  mile 
6  the  road  touches  right  bank  of  main  Barapdr 
river,  and  here  is  a  large  bund  for  irrigation 
purposes.  (Note. — The  river  always  possesses  a  good  stream.)  From  mile  6J  to  mile  10 
the  mad  runs  through  a  deUKO  jungle,  nothing  being  visible  in  any  direction.  Here  cultiva- 
tion, irrigated  from  the  river,  commences  and  continues  towards  the  W.  on  the  left  of  road 
for  miles  beyond  Bampur.  At  13  miles  Bampur  is  reached.  Koad  run  due  W.  over  a  pretty 
lovel  plain  the  whole  way,  and  is  now  available  for  guns.  BAmpur  is  a  very  strong  mud  fort, 
on  the  top  of  a  detached  ridge  of  a  clay,  some  lOu  feet  above  the  plain.  It  has  a  date  palm' 
grove  and  miles  of  cultivation,  all  owned  oy  government.  There  are  nineteen  villages  in  the 
district  (including  the  eleven  belonging  to  Pahura),  and  a  very  large  amount  of  supplies,  as  all 
the  cultivation  is  irrigated  from  Bampur  river  and  from  numerous  karez.  The  garrison  of 
the  fort  consists  of  3UO  regular  infantry,  50  artillery,  and  it  has  6  guns  mounted  on  the 
ramparts.    Inhabitants  of  Bamptir  district : — 

Khalkalis 

Bamaris 

Daminis 

Bij&rzais 

Burh&nzais 

Abdulais 

Dukilis 

Znnuzenis  or  Z&nuldfnis 

Hots 

Magasis 

Hamalis 

Zardknhis 

Shamb&nia 

Sh&hwalibura 

Naruis 

ArbaMs. 

Guzezbun  (origin  not  known). 

Khalsaa      (  „  ). 

Around  the  fort  are  thirty  houses,  belonging  to  the  men  who  cultivate  the  government 
ground.  Water,  graas,  grazing,  wood  in  plenty ;  also  bhoosa.  A  very  large  amount  of  supplies 
obtainable.  The  immediate  neighbourhood  owns  4,000  sheep,  and  can  turn  out  600  sowars 
mounted  on  excellent  camel*  ;  donkeys  and  oxen  also  are  to  be  seen  in  fair  numbers. 


all  Bihichia. 


JBrahdis. 


YAZD. 

Lai.  31°  54'  (f  ;  Long.  54°  20'  0*. 

A  town,  capital  of  the  district  of  the  same  name  situated  in  the  middle  of  a 
plain,  about  50  miles  broad,  bounded  by  high  ranges  of  mountains.  The 
town  is  surrounded  by  a  high  wall,  but  a  large  proportion  of  the  inhabit- 
ants live  outside.  The  town  itself  is  very  uninteresting.  The  bazaars  are 
narrow  and  irregular,  but  well  stocked  with  goods,  and  crowded  with  people. 
The  governor  lives  in  a  fortified  enclosure  outside  the  town.  The  population 
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of  Yazd  in  1863  was  about  30,000  souls,  of  whom  4,000  were  Guebres,  arM 
1,000  Jews.  A  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  the  maim- 
facture  of  silk,  which  is  said  to  be  superior  to  any  other  made  in  lVr*ia, 
Sheep  are  brought  to  this  place  from  Shiraz,  and  grain  from  Isfahan.  There 
are  at  least  50,000  camels  in  the  city. 


Route^No.  409. 

Yazd  to  Bandar  Abbas. 


Authority, — MacGregou. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DisTAjrcB,  iar  milks. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  MuhammadabXd 

2.  Mehbiz 


3.  Bandar6n 


4.  AlIantak 


5.  Khub  Mbhba  ... 


6.  Shahb-i-Babak, 
or  Abubakb. 


7.  Dbh  Sh6tabXv... 


8.  ZaidXbad 


9.  SaiadXbXd 


10.  SIdatXbXd 


11.  Koafo 


12.  DashtIb 


••« 


10 
17 


17 


24 


37 


21 


21 


31 


14 


21 


17 


28 


10 
27 


44 


68 


OntheKarman  road. 

The  road  is  good  over  a  plain,  with  mnill 
stones. 

The  roal  is  over  undulating  ground  near  tV» 
hills  on  the  right.  This  is  a  small  vtllacv  with 
few  supplies  and  little  water,  and  fuel  is  scarce. 

The  road  is  over  a  level  gravelly  plain  for  lo 
miles,  between  hills  close  on  either  *ide;tb'Ti 
over  plain.  No  water.  There  is  only  a  mtil 
here  with  a  little  water,  and  no  supplies. 


126 


147 


180 


194 


216 


105  The  road  goes  over  low  hills  over  earth  ;  at  la~: 
over  stony  ground.  Supplies  and  water  r*^ 
curable.  Dehai,  a  large  village,  it  paaacd 
where  a  halt  can  be  made. 

The  road  is  over  low  hills  and  is  very  stanr. 
Water  and  supplies  are  procurable  here,  wh*ci 
is  a  village  of  some  size. 

The  road  is  level.  There  is  a  small  village*  with 
little  water  and  no  supplies. 

The  road  is  good  and  crosses  a  low  pass*  and 
then  goes  over  a  salt  plain. 

The  road  is  good  through  cultivation.  Here 
there  is  a  village,  with  water  and  supplies. 

The  road  is  good  through  cultivation, 
and  supplies  are  procurable  bore. 


232 


260 


The  road  crosses  over  the  beds  of  torrents  srneraJ 
times,  and  is  very  stony.    Here  water  and  sap* 

plies  are  procurable. 

The  road  goes  through  scrub  jungle  and  over  a 
stony  plain,  with  many  villages.  Water  a&l 
supplies  are  procurable. 
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Routi  No.  409 — contd. 
Tazd  to  Bandar  Jbbds— contd. 


Btagt  or  halting  phot. 


DuriAMcm,  or  xou. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ae. 


13.  Dsa  Subd 


••• 


17 


14b  Dih  Abd^la 

HAIT. 


15.  Amurf 


16.  KHUSH  KuH 


•  •• 


17 


24 


36 


17.  Takht-i-Sabda- 

BEH  (?). 

18.  Babdab  Abbas  ... 


277 


294 


318 


354 


17 
21 


371 
392 


The  road  is  Terr  bad  and  stony,  crossing  low 
hills  and  descending  frequently  to  riverbeds  and 
going  over  low  passes.  Water  and  supplies  are 
scarce  here. 

The  road  descends,  but  is  not  bad.  Water  and 
supplies  are  scarce  in  this  place. 

The  road  descends  the  whole  way  and  is  very 
bad,  crossing  many  hills. 

The  road  is  very  bad  indeed,  and  scarcely  prac- 
ticable for  horses,  descending  the  whole  way 
in  a  riverbed,  which  is  crossed  twenty-four 
times.    Water  and  supplies  are  procurable  here. 

The  road  is  bad,  crossing  low  hills. 

The  road  is  level  and  good  oyer  a  sandy  plain. 


N.B. — This  route  was  given  me  by  a  merchant,  who  had  travelled  it  over  twenty  times ; 
but  from  Saiad&bad  to  Ahmadf  there  is  no  trace  of  it  on  any  map. 


Aitkority.— MacGbegob. 


Route  No.  410. 

Yazd  to  DamghXn. 


Ducavoi, 

niraif. 

Stiff*  or  baiting  place. 

Intermo- 
idiato. 

Total. 

Description,  Jte. 

1.  Abdakah 

42 

42 

Water ;  large  village. 

2.  Hauz-i-Gaub    ... 

14 

56 

The  road  is  good  between  hills.    Water. 

3.  Hauz 

21 

77 

The  road  is  good.    Water  from  kaux. 

4.  ChIh  Palako  ... 

17 

94 

Road  good ;  crosses  a  low  pass.  Water  salt 
from  welL    No  supplies. 

6.  Hauz  Dumbitu... 

21 

115 

Road  good  and  level.  Water  from  hauz,  which 
is  full  after  rain  ;  if  not,  there  is  a  spring  up 
the  hill  3  miles  off. 

Road  is  good,  but  crosses  a  low  hill ;  easy.  Water 
brackish  from  welL  No  supplies  (21  miles  from 
Anarak). 

6.  Caupuaum       ... 

14 

.129 

• 

82 
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Route  No.  410 — conti. 
Yazd  to  Damghan— eontd. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DlOTAWCB,  XV  VILM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  to. 


7.*  Abusun 


8.  ZUBUXAT 


9.  Hauz-i-Panj 


10.  Jakdak 


11.   HTJBAIvf 


12.   RlSHM 

13.  GulJLbi 


14 


21 


21 


17 


98 


143 


164 


185 


202 


900 


••• 


14.  TaTJBAT 


15.  Damohajt 


•  •• 


7 

10 


42 


14 


317 

307 


359 


373 


Road  over  level  waste.  Water  from  weft  n 
bed  of  river.    No  supplies. 

Road  as  above.  Water  from  spring.  No  im- 
plies. 

Road  a <  above  at  foot  of  Kuh  Znrumat*  ^c^ 
from  hauz  and  wells.    No  supplies. 

Road  as  above.  Large  village.  Water.  IV 
bouses.  Few  supplies.  (Khar  is  42  mi  In  £ 
from  this.) 

The  road  leads  over  kavir  and  sand  desert.  5* 
water.  The  passage  of  this  desert  take*  24 
hours  for  horses,  36  for  camels.  Village ;  vafirr , 
few  supplies. 

Road  good  over  plain. 

The  road  is  good,  and  crosses  a  low  easy  b~ 
called  Kui-i-Tang-i-Reshm.  Water.  No'  ap- 
plies. 


The   mad  is  good  over  wa<te.    No 
road.     At  stage    village.      Water.     Few  *%> 

plies. 


The  road  is  good  over  waste. 

This  is  the  regular  caravan  road  between  Tas£ 
and  Sh&hrud,  and  is  regularly  used  every  winter,  about  a  dozen  knfilat,  of  from  SO  to  S  " 
camels  each,  coming  annually.  There  are  no  supplies  on  it  ;  but  forage  for  camels  is.  p^-< 
ally  speaking,  abundant ;  and,  except  between  J  an  dak  and  Hnpainf,  there  is  suf&otoi  wat  r 
for  small  numbers  at  each  stage.  From  llu«ainf  the  road  splits  and  goes  to  Sa&nin.  :; 
which  to  Sari  is  the  quickest  route  from  Yazd  to  the  Caspian. 


Route  No.  411. 

Yazd  to  Kabman  bt  KarmXnshahXk. 


Stag*  or  halting  plaea. 


Di  azures,  iv  mtt.es. 


Desciiption,  an. 


1.  MuhamadAbad 


10 


10 


The  distance  from  Tazd  to  Kana&u  is  S4ft>  stfK 
of  good   level  road  over  a  continuation  «f  tir 
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Rout*  No.  411— contd. 
Yazd  U  Karman  by  KankdnsidAdn— -contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAACK,  itr  MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ao. 


same  plain  as  that  between  Yazd  and  Kashan.  About  halfway  the  road  turns  from  a  south- 
easterly to  an  easterly  direction,  the  last  three  stages  being  on  the  road  from  Karman,  common 
both  to  Vazd  and  Shiraz.  The  greater  part  of  the  way  the  country  is  perfectly  barren  and 
desert,  although  great  improvements  have  of  late  years  been  made  by  the  present  Vazir  of 
Karman,  Munamad  Ismail  Khan,  better  known  Dy  his  title  of  Vakil-ul-Mulk.  He  has  build 
ca>  avansarai8  and  made  reservoirs  of  fresh  water  in  the  places  where  they  were  most  wanted 
and  has  encouraged  others  to  follow  his  example. 

To  Muhamadabad  there  is  a  good  smooth  road  the  whole  way,  with  a  slight  ascent 
through  almost  continuous  cultivation  and  passing  between  the  small  villages  of  Najafab&d 
and  Rahmatabad.  Muhamadabad,  where  we  passed  the  night,  is  a  large  village  of  about 
300  houses. 


2.  Sui-i-Tazd 


16 


26 


Immediately  after  leaving  Muhamadabad  the 
cultivation  ceases,  and  none  is  seen  until  Sar- 
-i-Yazd  is  reached.  The  first  part  of  the  road 
is  a  continuation  of  yesterday's  gradual  ascent, 
until  the  corner  of  the  tills  to  the  right  is  passed,  after  which  it  is  nearly  level.  9ar-i-Yazd, 
a  considerable  village  with  chaparkhana  and  caravansarai,  is,  as  its  name  implies,  the  bound- 
ary of  the  Yazd  district. 


3.  ZaiH-tiD-Dfir 


19 


45 


The  road  passes  over  a  fiat,  pebbly  desert   with 
a  little  undulation  4  or  6  miles  from  Zain-ud- 
Dfn.     Here   there    is    no  habitation  but    the 
chaparkhana.      There    is   a    fine  caravansarai 
partially  rained,  built  by  Shah  Abbas,  of  circular  form,  with  six  flanking  towers.    The  roof  is 

Srovided  with  a  loopholed  wall,  each  loophole  being  arched  over  for  the  protection  of  the 
efenders.  From  this  point  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Anar  the  road  has  oeen  subject  to 
frequent  raids  of  marauding  Bakhtfaris  from  the  mountains  to  the  westward.  The  caravan- 
sarai of  Zain-ud-Dfn  bears  the  marks  of  having  been  taken  by  storm,  and  the  captors  have 
evidently  done  their  best  to  destroy  it.    The  water  is  very  salt. 


4.  KabmIwbhIhan  ... 


15 


60 


A  very  good,  road  slightly  ascending  along  the 
plain  between  isolated  ranges  of  hills.  Kar- 
manshahan  consists  only  of  a  chaparkhana,  a 
fort,  and  an  excellent  caravansarai,  built  about 
two  years  ago  by  the  Yakil-ul-Mulk.  The  fort  is  occupied  by  a  few  matchlockmen  placed 
here  to  guard  the  road.    Bearing  of  point  of  Yazd  hills  near  Muhamadabad  316°. 


6.  Shams 


17 


77 


of  8hams  are  situated.    Near  Shams  there 
distance  on  the  Karman  road. 


The  first  7  miles  slope  upward  over  a  stony  road 
to  a  spur  of  dark  hills,  after  crossing  which, 
the  road,  by  a  short  descent,  again  reaches  the 
great  plain  where  the  chaparkhana  and  foit 
is  a  very  prominent  peak,  seen  from  a  great 


6.  AjrlB 


23 


100 


The  road,  although  in  some  parts  sandy  and 
stony,  is  generally  good,  but  passes  over  a 
perfect  desert  in  which  not  even  a  trace  of 
camel-thorn  in  to  be  seen.  Near  Shams  the 
ground  is  undulating,  but  the  mt  of  the  way  level.  Far  away  to  our  right  was  a  tange  of 
low  snowy  hills  (Nar  Kuh)  running  nearly  K.  and  W.,  rugged  in  appearance,  and  resem- 
bling the  upper  part  of  a  grand  mountain  chain.    Anar  is  a  large  village  with  a  mosque,  a 


*Sm 
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new  caravansarai,  and  a  ehaparkhdna,  and  is  supplied  with  water  by  means  of 
the  Nar  Kuh  range. 


7.  Biiiz 


18 


118 


For  the  first  4  miles  from  Anar,  as  £ar 
abadi  on  oar  left,  called  Daudabad,  the 
was  irrigated  by  kandts  and  cultivated,  but  tit 
rest  of  the  way  there  was  the  usual  desert-  For 
the  last  4  miles  the  road  was  very  stony  and  slightly  ascended  to  Baiaz,  a  Tillage  contamiBg 
forty  or  fifty  houses.  About  i  of  a  mile  from  the  village  are  the  chaparkh&m*  and  a 
caravansarai  in  course  of  erection. 


8.  Kh6sh  K6h 


18 


136 


The  whole  way  there  is  the  same  flat  pUrj 
bounded  right  and  left  by  the  same  line  %4 
hills.  The  soil  here  is  light  and  sandy,  asi 
pretty  thickly  covered  with  camel-thorn,  u*-i 
when  dry  as  firewood  in  most  parts  of  Central  Persia.  About  half  way  we  passed  a  v/iDac 
a  mile  to  our  right,  and  another  on  the  road,  3  miles  from  KuRh  Kuh,  with  a  fort,  caJ.~i 
Aliab&d,  where  there  was  a  good  deal  of  cultivation.  Khush  Kuh  is  a  small  village  w?_u 
good  water  and  well  cultivated  ground,  a  fort,  a  new  caravansarai,  and  a  ekaparkkdt 


9.  BaxbLuIbLd 


26 


broad,  with  the  road  nearly  in  the 


162 


The  first  16  miles  are  over  a  sandy,  htmpy 
the  plain  on  both  sides  covered  with  taw 
shrubs  and  camel-thorn.      The  test  of  ih*  r-»* 
is  good.      The  plain  here  is  about  4f »  n.  .^ 

middle.     Four  miles  from   Khush  Ktih  we  paiaft   no# 

ruins.  At  8  miles  a  small  village  to  the  right  called  Daveh  (?)  At  16  miles  the  villao* — 
first,  on  the  right,  HusainabAd  ;  second,  on  the  right,  Hurmuzabad  ;  and  third,  on  th*-  l*ft, 
Dahanabid  and  Mahdiabad.  These  small  villages,  all  very  near  each  other,  are  somvojfctfC 
with  cultivated  ground,  and  probably  contain  collectively  about  100  houses*  Between  thraa 
and  Bahramabad  we  saw  a  good  many  kandU  and  extensive  cultivation  as  we 
the  end  of  the  march. 


10.  KabutabkhXita 


26 


188 


Road  as  before  over  a  level  plain.  The  firvt  $ 
miles  are  through  the  well  cultivated  di»t~Kt 
of  Bahram&bad,  near  the  extremity  of  wax** 
passed    the  village  of  Abdulibad.       Tlr* 


we 


is  succeeded  by  18  miles  over  a  pebbly  desert  with  sparse  patches  of  camel-thorn  ;  and  tV 
last  3  miles  are  through  soft,  heavy  sand,  thickly  covered  with  camel-thorn.  Kabutsr- 
kh&na  is  a  small  village  containing  about  forty  houses,  an  old  caravansarai  recently  repaired, 
and  a  chaparkhdna* 


11.  BXghIn 


«•• 


30 


218 


Fourteen  miles  from  Kabutarkhana, 
flat  plain  of  hard  light-coloured  sandv  soD  w:i 
almost  no  vegetation,  we  reached  Rubali.  ao 
excellent  caravansarai  and  tank  of  freah  wi*-r 
recently  built  by  the  Vakil-ul-Mulk.  The  caravansarai  is  solidly  built  of  hard-burnt  heir  is 
and  lime,  has  good  rooms  and  a  spacious  hdldkhdna  for  the  use  of  travellers  in  summer.  X««r 
the  caravansarai  there  is  a  small  village  and  a  little  cultivation.  At  Rubat  the  valley  cont»->> 
owing  to  a  separate  range  of  hills  nearly  parallel  to  the  road  that  here  spring*  np  *« 
the  right.  From  Rubat  to  Baghfn  the  road  slightly  rises  over  a  somewhat  more  stony  dwit 
passing  on  the  right,  about  4  miles  from  Baghin,  the  small  village  of  Saddi.  Baghfn  is  no*  a 
village  of  sixty  or  eighty  houses,  although  the  numerous  ruins  with  which  it  is  sui*pai»i*4 
testify  to  its  greater  importance  at  a  former  period.    There  are  a  few  trees,  and  eviskiaUt 
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abundance  of  kandt  water,  although  but  little  cultivation.  The  caravan*wrai,  which  is  a  very 
good  one,  was  built  about  ten  years  ago  by  a  Karman  merchant,  the  same  who  built  the 
caravansarai  at  An&r  and  left  money  to  erect  the  one  now  in  course  of  construction  at  Baiaz. 
Baghin  has  also  a  chaparkhdna. 


12.  Kajucax 


19 


237 


Fonr  or  5  miles  from  Baghfn,  the  road,  after 
a  gradual  ascent,  rounds  the  point  of  the  Dawi- 
ran    range,    from    which  it  descends  into  the 
plain  of  Karman  leading  to  the  city  in  an  E.K.E. 
direction.    Khanikoff  makes  the  distance  1$6  miles. 
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1.  Taft 


12 


12 


At  the  end  of  the  2nd  mile,  passed  the  vil- 
lage Ariatan,  situated  a  little  to  our  right,  and  ad- 
joining it  are  Ayeshabad,  Khairabad  and  other 
villnges,  extending  with  their  gardens  from  £.  to 
"W.  about  2  miles  farther.  The  appearance  of  the  plain  on  either  hand  then  became  utterly 
sterile  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains  before  us,  our  road  inclining  more  to  the  S.  At  the 
7th  mile  was  reached  Zainabad,  a  village  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  from  which  tbe  town  bears 
K.E.  Passing  through  the  hills,  we  entered  upon  a  small  traot  of  plain  lying  between  the 
first  and  second  range.  At  the  8th  mile  was  the  village  Cham.  At  the  9th  mile  that  of 
Mubarrekeh,  both  inhabited  by  Guebres.  At  $  of  a  mile  beyond,  was  passed  that  of  Husaini. 
At  the  end  of  the  12th  mile  we  entered  Taft.* 


2.  MuhakadXbId  ... 


3.  CHAflHKAVAB 


13 


27 


25 


52 


From  Taft  I  rode  13  miles  nearly  due  E.  to 

Muhamadabad. 


From  Muhamadabad  the  road  led  over  a  hard 
gravelly  plain,  almost  destitute  even  of  wild 
vegetation.  At  the  3rd  mile  we  crossed  the 
high  road  to  Karman,  which  I  avoided,  as  I  pro- 
posed visiting  Bafk.  At  the  5th  mile  (E.  5°  N.)]  we  passed  a  village  situated  a  mile  to  our 
left,  and  then  proceeded  due  E.  to  the  large  village  or  Fahraj,  at  the  9th  mile.    Here  we 

Flicked  np  some  matohlockmen  to  protect  our  baggage,  as  Baluch  robbers  are  frequently 
ound  on  this  road  (J  mile  E.  35°  S.,  then  due  E).  The  plain  became  more  and  more  a  sandy 
waste  as  we  proceeded  to  the  foot  of  the  hills  bounding  it  on  the  E.,  and  extending  north- 
ward to  the  main  range,  not  far  distant,  and  southward,  some  4  or  5  miles  from  the  point 


•  The  first  etaa*  would,  properly  ■peaking,  be  Muhamadabad.    Taft  ia  out  of  the  waj,  and  Abbott  merely  wen 
there  oat  of  eurieeiti. 


6*6 


Routs  No.  4>12—co*id. 
Tazd  to  Karmdn,  via  Ba/Jt—couid. 


Stage  or  halting  place* 


DiBTijrox,  or  xn.it. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


DvverfplLuii,  hu 


at  which  we  reached  then.    At  the  18th  mile  from  Muhamniadahad,  a  lofty  spar  from  the 

southern  portion  extends  westwards  some  3  or  4  miles  into  the  plain.    We  parsed 

the  hills  by  a  broad  opening,  and  reached,  at  the  19th  mile,  a  cistern  of  rain-water. 

we  traversed  a  plain  of  no  great  extent,  but  less  barren  than  the  former,  the 

still  due  E.,  until  about  the  24th  mile,  when  it  altered  to  E.  25°  N.,  1  mile,  1| 

and  E.  to  S.  1  mile,  to  the  little  fort,  Chahkavar,  held  by  four  matchluckmea,  who 

the  only  well  of  water,  and  that  brackish,  which  is  found  in  this  desolate  region,  aod"frr-o 

which  it  is  important  to  out  off  Baluch  marauders.    Hem  we  were  obliged  to  pass  the  nigfct. 

having  laid  in  provisions  at  our  last  stage,  none  being  procurable  here  either  for 

beast. 


4.  KhIn-i-Panj 


26 


78 


We  were  off  early,  and  continuing  down  O* 
shallow  valley  we  had  yesterday  entered,  r* 
direction  varied  between  E.  16*  N.  and  <tv  E. 
for  the  first  5  miles,  and  we  passed  a  spot  e*ln-_ 
Himam  Baba  Jamil,  where  some  bushes  grow  by  the  side  of  a  salt  spring,  occasionally  •  i* 
resort  of  Baluch  robbers.  We  had  descended  into  a  plain,  which,  at  this  part  uneven,  ext<*>i« 
to  a  great  distance  N.  and  S.,  and  is  probably  20  miles  in  breadth,  bounded  on  it*  ea*t«rs 
side  by  high  mountains,  and  on  the  W.  by  hills  of  lees  elevation.  The  plain  at  first  ww 
very  sparingly  sprinkled  with  tufts  and  other  wild  herbs,  and  was  hard  and  gravelly,  ti*  «  i 
sparkling  with  the  mineral.  At  a  little  more  than  the  10th  mile  we  reached  some  rain  -.« 
hovels,  called  Otak  Teverku,  without  inhabitants.  At  the  20th  mile  we  came  to  Khan-i-IV; 
which  consists  of  a  small  caravansarai  and  a  deep  covered  cistern  for  rain-water,  hot  r<  « 
dry.  The  plain  is  quite  deserted,  and  its  well-water  is  too  salt  to  drink.  When  forme*  r 
a  guard  was  stationed  here,  water  for  their  use  was  brought  from  Bafk,  about  12  «»lrt  ci* 
tant. 

85        Leaving  Kban-i-Panj  we  soon  afterwards  *?- 

tered  upon  an  entirely  sterile  tract,   which   p»- 

sently  resolved  itself  into  salt  iorir  ;  and  at  t  ■  * 

^  7th  mile  from  Khan-i-Panj,  crossed  the   nwrr 

salt  streamlet,  which  flows  through  this  plain.    On  approaching 


fr.  Bafk 


dry  bed  of  an  intensely 

Bafk  we  traversed  a  sandy  tract. 


6.  QuDBAjr 


29 


114 


The  road  from  Bafk  led  over  a  bard,  sanrr 
and  gravelly  plsin.  At  the  9th  mile  we  p*v- 
ceeded  E.  towards  the  mountains,  from  r-w 
which  two  lines  of  hills  extend  into  the  pl&r. 
E  and  W.,  the  broad  space  between  being  occupied  by  a  sandy  desert  and  sandhill*.  A: 
about  the  14th  mile  we  rounded  a  point  of  the  hills,  and  reached  some  hovel*.  The  spark.Vc 
sand,  already  noticed,  was  still  found  in  this  part.  Thence  the  road  led  through  a  v*!:-r 
about  24  miles  in  breadth,  formed  on  the  one  hand  bv  the  hills  we  had  just  reached*  w:  *i 
extend  many  farsakhs  to  the  8.E.,  and  on  our  left  by  the  main  range,  which  I  3*: 
before  noted  as  bounding  the  plain  of  Bafk  on  the  E.  Wild  tufts  and  bushes  grew  afeaai- 
antly  on  it,  and  our  way  was  by  a  very  slight  ascent.  At  about  the  28th  mile  we  react.- 
the  mountains,  and  entered  a  deep  recess  in  them  by  a  wide  gorge,  E.  by  NM  throc~a 
lofty  and  precipitous  rocks.  A  little  farther  on  we  passed  through  a  gateway,  in  a  rot*./ 
constructed  wall,  thrown  across  the  valley  as  a  defence  to  the  village  we  were  appronchirc 
and  passing  some  cultivated  lands  in  terraces,  alighted  at  the  picturesque  village  of  GW 
at  the  end  of  the  29th  mile.  The  houses  are  built  amidst  huge  masses  of  fallen  rock, 
are  surrounded  by  pomegranate,  fig,  willow,  oriental  planes,  a  few  palm,  and  aoam 
trees.  The  village  is  supplied  with  clear  gushing  rills  of  water,  and  is  altogether  a 
spot.    The  villagers  are  badly  off,  having  little  land  fit  for  cultivation. 
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145 

Descending  again  into  the  plain,  we  proceeded 
at  first  diagonally  across  it,  in  direction — 

south 

■•• 

••• 

for 

4  miles  : 

south-east  by  south 

••• 

»» 

1  mile  : 

south-east 

••• 

••• 

»> 

2  miles,  parallel  with  mountains  on  either 
hand: 

south  -east  by  south 

••• 

•■• 

It 

2     „ 

south  by  east 

••• 

••• 

tt 

1  mile  :  small  caravansarai : 

south-south-east 

••• 

••• 

tt 

2J  miles  : 

south  bv  east 

••• 

•■• 

tt 

south-south-east 

••• 

••« 

t» 

6     „      ;  here  a  sensible  descent 

couth 

••• 

••■ 

If 

2     „      to  salt  stream  : 

south  by  east  and  presently 

south- 

south-east 

«•  • 

••• 

tt 

3f   „ 

south-east 

••« 

■•  • 

tf 

1$   „      road  branching  off  to  Nfi  : 

south -south-east 

••• 

••> 

tt 

\  mile  to  Muroyeh  : 
§    „      pass  Khozabad : 

south-east 

••* 

••• 

tt 

south-east 

••• 

••• 

tt 

1}  miles,  Sare*z. 

31 J  miles. 

From  the  small  cararansarai  at  the  10th  mile  the  district  of  Ktih  Bauan  bears 
E.8.E.  in  the  mountains.  Here  terminated  the  district  of  Yazd,  and  we  entered  that  of 
Karman.    At  about  21  £  miles  we  commenced  a  sensible  descent. 


8.  YazdanIbXd 


24  I      169|       We  proceeded  to  Yazdanabad  on  the  following 
bearings: — 


South-east  by  south  and  south-east,  to  a  wooded  spot 

East  20°  south,  to  a  shallow  Talley 

East  80°  south 

East  by  south  and  eaet-south-east 

East  30°  south 

South-east  10°  east,  to  salt  stream 

East-south-east 

South-east  20°  east 

South-east  10°  east ;  pass  low  hills  to  right 

East  by  south,  ascending  low  hills 

South-east  by  east 

East  20°  south,  oyer  plain 

East  by  south 

East-south-east 

East  by  south 

East-south-eaat,  to  Fatehibad 

Eaat  by  south 

East  by  north,  to  Taidanibad 


••• 


••• 


•*• 


■•• 


3  miles. 

S 

II 
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if 

3 
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ti 
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At  the  3rd  mile  were  more  thickets  of  gh&t  tree,  after  which  the  plain  was  at  first  soft 
mnd  sandy,  but  afterwards  a  firm  grareUy  tract,  clothed  with  tufts  ana  low  bushes.    At  the 
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6th  mile  we  crossed  a  shallow  valley  in  the  plain,  which  latter  extends  from  N.  W.  ♦.  ■ 
8.  E.  At  11  j  miles  a  small  salt  streamlet  flowing  from  E.  to  W.  At  3}  miles  beyond  w* 
passed  low  hills  to  our  left  rising  from  the  plain,  and  then  crossed  a  tract  of  intranety  «*.: 
kavir.  At  about  the  21st  mile  we  reached  the  little  rainons  Tillage  of  Fatehabai,  *M 
alighted  at  Yazdanahld,  a  Tillage  of  abont  35  families,  situated  rather  more  than  24  mi* 
from  onr  last  station.  It  in  fact  comprises  two  Tillages,  Yazdanabad  and  Kahnu,  called  u*o 
IzatibacL 


9.  ZULUTD 


13 


182* 


At  abont  5  miles  from  Yazdanabad,  tnrrr"  ~r 
E.,  we  reached  the  small  village  fort  of  Jaj  x  *• 
bad,  whence  the  road  led  E.  S.  E.  to  Salimaia- 
bad;  another  Tillage  4  miles  beyond,  and  a  lit- 1 

further  on  past  that  of  Deh  Chinar.    The  next  was  Reyhan,  situated  at  I  mile  from  Zarar '. 

a  large  but  ruinous  village,  situated  at  what  is  called  4  farsakh*  from  Yazdanabad,  U.; 

which  I  consider  only  about  13  miles. 


10.  EumXbId 


15J 


198 


120°.— If  miles. 

110°.— 1    mile  to  the  Tillage  Ibrahfmil&L 
130°.— 1    mile  to  Tajabad    Tillage  ;  1J 
beyond  which  was  that  of  BahabaiL 

130°. — 6}  miles  streamlet  and  chin&r  trees,  from  whence  I  took  the  following?  bear- 
ings : — Village  Pahu,  4J  miles  distant,  under  mountains  N.  10°  E. ;  Tillage  Deh  Tmg*  K. 
3  miies  distant,  under  mountains  N.  35°  E. ;  hamlet  Rigab&d,  \  mile  distant,  N.  35*  £. ; 
village  Khanuk,  3  miles  distant,  under  mountains  N.  70°  E. 

126°.— 5J  miles  to  Kumabad. 


11.  Zavgiabad 


18i         213|  [    S.E.— li  miles,  over  salt  kavir. 

160°.-1     „ 

S.E.  60°. — 1  mile.  The  mountains  boundkc 
the  plain  on  our  left;  make  a  bend  southwards  at  apointN.E.  from  this,  and  extend  to  145*. 
where  they  form  a  point.  To  our  right  the  plain  is  much  interrupted  by  high  and  Wv 
rocky  hills. 

S.E.—  4}  miles. 

150°-—  1    mile  :  across  a  very  salt  and  sterile  kavir. 

160°  and  150°—  2J  miles. 

140°  to  120°—    |  mile  :  pass  the  little  uninhabited  hamlet  of  Deh  N6,  \  mile  u> 

our  left :  from  this  spot  the  large  Tillage  Sir   *  * " 
bears  30°,  3  miles  distant. 


130°— 
155°— 
16°  (P 160°)— 

170°.— 
150°.— 
170°.— 


parallel  with  mountains  on  our  left :  half  a  mile  distant 
we  here  passed  the  ruined  Tillage  Mudemabad. 


i 
i 

1}  miles  to  Tillage  Zangiabad. 
18&  miles. 


i* 


ft 


tt 


» 


tt 
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Route  No.  412 — coneld. 
Yazd  to  Karmdn,  vid  Baft— -coneld. 


8ta(«  or  halting  place. 


DisTAjrov,  ur  xxibb. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Deeoiiption,  ftc. 


J  2.  KabmIn 
150°. 


mile. 


13 


226J 


We  proceeded  about  13  miles  to  Karman  on  the 
following  bearings : — 


123°  and  130°.— 4i  miles  over  smooth  plain  of  very  light  soil  to  rocky  hills  extend- 
ing on  to  the  plain,  and  through  which  we  passed  near  their  extremity, 
which  forms  the  point  noticed  yesterday. 

130°.— 2}  miles. 

110°.— 3  miles, 

120°  and  1250.— 2}  miles.  Reach  a  mass  of  unsightly  mod  ruins  extending  to  the 
town  of  Karman. 

125°.— Reach  Karman. 


Route  No.  413. 

Yazd  to  Kashan. 


Authority* — Jones. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


=*: 


DlSTijrCE,   IV  MILM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


1.  Ajeda 


2.  Nah  Kandut 


••• 


3.  Nain 


4.  AbdibtIn 


••* 


5.  Kr/ZDAH 


6.  KashXh 


27 


27 


24 


21 


24 


27 


Total. 


Description,  6c. 


27 


64 


78 


99 


123 


150 


Nine  honrs.  The  country  is  gravelly  or  sandy, 
but  open.  Water  is  obtained  from  springs  led 
through  a  kandt.  A  good  supply  of  fruits  and 
edibles  is  procurable  here. 

Nine  hours.  The  country  is  open.  Water  is 
obtained  from  springs.  Nothing  is  procurable 
here. 

Eight  hours.  The  country  is  open.  Water  is 
obtained  from  springs.    Supplies  obtainable. 

Seven  hours.  The  country  is  open.  Water  is 
obtained  from  springs  led  through  a  kandt. 
Plenty  of  pomegranate  trees.    Supplies  in  plenty. 

Eijjht  hours.  The  country  is  open.  Water  is 
obtained  from  springs  led  through  a  kandt.  A 
very  small  quantity  of  supplies  may  be  had  here. 

Nine  honrs.  The  country  is  open.  Water  is 
obtained  from  springs  led  through  a  kandt.  All 
ordinary  supplies  are  obtainable  here.  Thence 
the  route  goes  by  the  main  road  between  Isfahan 
and  Tihran  7  stages  more. 


83 
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Route  No.  414. 

Yazd  to  Khaf. 


Authority. — Christie. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dimajcx,  IX  una* 


diate. 


Description,  Jbc 


1.  Khasahbh 


27 


is  a  cistern  of  good  water, 
ant  ;  water  brackish. 


2.  RizlB 


27 


First  7  miles  over  sandy  desert ;  range  cf  rrrk* 
hills  on  right.     At  10  miles  road  stony.    At  i  3 
miles  a  rocky  range  of  hills  closes  in  on  Wt  *.--» 
1  mile ;  thone  on  right  same  distance.    Here  tk#r» 
At  21  miles  pass  over  a  plain.     Bread,  grain,  and  forage  abvuti- 


3.  Illahabad 


all  kinds  ;  good  water. 
4.  P6sht-i-BadAm  ... 


20 


20 


47 


67 


Arcend  by  a  steep  winding  road  between  met* 
At  6  and  15  miles  water.  At  the  former  pL»<v 
(6  miles)  a  riverbed  winding  between  a  h  ^: 
range  running  £.  and  W.      At   Rfaab   gr*.u 

forage,  and  bad  water. 


For  first  10  miles,  as  far  as  Surkhan.  the  n  *! 
is  narrow,  and  winds  over  two  small  hills.    lii«.j- 
tains  on  left  close.     Range  on  right,  distao*  » 
miles.     At  Snrkhan  cultivation  and   suppliet   t 
Illahabad  is  a  small  village,  but  has  water  and  grain* 


5.  ChahXbdeh 


14 


40 


81 


121 


At  9  miles  water.  The  range  on  U*#  1-n 
recedes.  Pusht-i-B6dnm  is  a  large  village.  Sc  im- 
plies of  all  kinds  abundant. 


At  3  miles  small  tower,  and  small  snpplr  </ 
salt  water.  Then  ascond  sandhills,  at  nr*t\n>T 
hard  flat,  and  then  over  deep  sand.  Bad  water  a: 
Shutaran.  Beyond  that  road  i*  rough  bctw*~a 
hills  with  ravines  to  19  miles,  where  there  is  some  brackish  water.  Pass  ruldt.  No  culti- 
vation. Thence  descend  between  hills,  and  pass  a  watercourse  at  29  miles.  Chahardes  i»  a 
village  well  supplied  with  water,  grain,  and  forage.    Tabas  is  distant  8  miles  S.E. 


6.  Kunshai 


39 


160 


Ascend  gradually,  turning  a  peak  on  the  riciit 
by  a  good  hard  road,  over  a  desert,  along?  \\* 
base  of  a  ridge  of  mountains.  At  24  miles  r««ca 
Deh  Muhamid.    Good  water,  grain,  and  for%^». 

Beyond  road  runs  between  hills  with  plenty  of  water.     Pass  village  of  Ispak,  abomuiii^ 

with  supplies, 


7.  CHIHAL8AB 


28 


188 


cross  road  from  Mashhad  to  Herat.    At 
brackish. 


8.  Tajard 

9.  Skab 

10.  ShahrwXn 
1L  Khaf 


•  •• 

12 

200 

... 

16 

216 

••• 

12 

228 

•  •a 

34 

262 

A  mountainous  ridge  on  the  left  running  off  t* 
the  N. W.  The  road  craw*  a  fine  flat.  W«  T« 
about  every  4  miles  to  23  miles,  where  paw  an 
old  ruined  sarai  on  edge  of  desert.  At  4  mi)-* 
12  miles  village  of   Masareh,  whore  water  a 


Road  crosses  two  or  three  small  hills. 
A  compact  little  village  among  hills. 
The  road  crosses  a  fine  plain,  mostly  cultrnrtrd. 
Pass  several   villages.     Water  and  forage  tl* 
whole  wav. 


Xote, — This  route  cannot  he  relied  on  after  Deh  Muhamad.    From  that    point  to 
Christie  makes  it  only  117  miles,  while  it  is  nearer  2* JO  as  a  matter  of  fact. 


;s 
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Route  No.  415. 

YAZD  TO   Kh(5e  BY   PtfSHT-I-BiDABf. 

Authority, — MacGregor. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiRurcx,  ur  Mine. 


In  term  e- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


About  2  miles  after  leaving  Yazd  by  tbe  Niranj  Kalah,  perfect  desert  is  reached  of  heavy 
sand.  About  4  miles  road  crosses  a  ridge  of  bard  sand,  and  thence  to  Hauz-i- Jafar,  10  mile 
from  Yazd,  is  a  succession  of  hard  sand  and  gravel  ridges,  and  heavy  soft  sand  hollows'.  Wated 
is  good  (from  two  dbambdrs)  at  Hanz-i-Jafar.  Road  then  enters  the  hills  seen  N.  of  Yazd,  and 
ascends  Tery  gradually  over  stones  and  gravel  up  a  valley  enolosed  by  steep,  rugged,  and  bare 
hills  on  either  side.  At  6  miles  (from  Hauz-i- Jafar)  a  riverbed  is  crossed,  and  then  there  is 
an  almost  imperceptible  rise  to  the  watershed  between  this  valley  and  the  next.  The  road 
then  descends  very  easily  to  Aniuak,  the  general  direction  of  the  march  being  N.  N.  E.  and 
N.  E.,  and  the  distance  not  far  short  of  22  miles. 


1.  AsrtkJL 


22 


22 


Road  leaves  Anjuak  in  a  direction  of  25°,  and 
at  1  mile  passes  the  old  sarai  and  an  dbamhar. 
It  then  ascends  easily  over  the  neck  of  a  hill  for 
^  1J  miles,  and  descends  very  easily  over  gravel  for 
1  mile,  when  it  follows  an  open  valley  running  E.  and  W.  At  1^  miles  it  passes  the  Hauz- 
i-Sufid,  which  is  in  ruins,  and  has  no  water.  4J  miles  onward  it  goes  through  a  low  gravel 
ri'ge,  and  shortly  after  passes  another  old  hauz  with  no  water.  At  13J  miles  it  enters 
another  low  gravel  ridge,  and,  passing  on  the  left  the  road  to  the  well  of  Chah-i-Nau  (2  niiles 
off,  with  water),  it  ascends  by  an  easy  gradient  to  the  top  of  a  ridge  in  2 J-  miles.  Next  it 
<l-«s»ndB  very  gradually  over  gravel,  through  a  sort  of  plateau,  and  arrives  after  7  more  miles 
3.    KflABANAK  ...  OQ  A*        »*  in— ««„ l,     nn. i i    ^        . 


23 


45 


at  Kharaoak.  The  water-supply  here  is  good,  and 
there  is  an  excellent  sarai  ;but  supplies  are  scire*. 
There  is  no  village  nearer  to  Kharanak  than 
Saugand  on  the  N.  or  Ardakan  about  45  miles 
to  the  W.  on  a  bearing  of  255°. 
The  road  from  Kharanak  defends  at  one?  into  the  ravine  of  the  same  name,  and  goes 
through  a  defile  with  low  hills  on  either  side  for  8  miles.  At  the  4th  mile  there  is  some  water. 
It  then  goes  over  a  plain  of  gravel  for  8  miles  to  the  Hai:z-i-Bulanri,  where,  however,  there 
U  no  water,  and  for  5  miles  more  to  the  Hauz-i-Mian-i-Tak  (no  water).  It  then  agenda  very 
irradnally  for  8  miles  to  Rizab,  where  good  shelter  is  procurable,  but  no  supplies,  and  onlv  in- 
different  water.  From  Rizab  the  road  ascends  gradually  to  the  neok  of  a  range  of  hills,  which 
ar*  reached  in  6  miles,  and  then,  turning  more  N.,  it  winds  through  hills  to  the  end'  of  the 
»tage.    Here  good  water  is  procurable,  and  a  few  supplies  might  be  collected. 


3.   SAUGAtTD* 


40 


85 


There  is  a  direct  road,  60  miles,  from  Saugaud 
to  P'fabanttk. 


On  leaving  Saugaud,  there  is  a  descent  close  to  some  rockv  hills  to  Ulahabari,  15 
miles.  This  place,  mentioned  by  Christie  as  a  stage,  is  now  in  ruins,  and  has  no  water. 
The  road  then  goes  over  an  immense  plain,  stretching  N.W.  and  S.E.,  as  far  as  could  be  seen 
There  is  water  at  only  one  plao  in  42  miles,  viz.,  Hauz-i-Chahar  ;  Farsakh  about  12  miles 
from  Pdbht-i-Bad&m. 


4.  Pusht-i-Badam  ... 


5.  BitIza 


42 


40 


127 


167 


This  last  is  situate!  in  a  stony  valley,  hut  has  a 
good  deal  of  cultivation  round  it,  and  a  good 
caravansarai. 

About  40  miles  over  stony  plain,  the  last  7 
miles  being  sandy  ridges,  and  IWaza,  in  the 
district  of  B&banak,  was  reached."  This  place 
has  a  few  hundred  palm-tr<vs. 


•Saugaodl?). 
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Rom  No.  ilo—contd. 
Yazd  to  Ehir  br  PMt-i-Bdddm—contd. 


Dmurci,  n  mu.ua. 

Stag*  or  batting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,**. 

6.  Amasvx  (?) 

7.  Khub 

14 
24 

181 

205 

A   short  march  to  small  hamlet    of  Aivu. 
Encamped  by  a  tank  of  clear  water  under  a  ffw 
date-palms. 

Road  on  leaving  winds  round  a  hill,  and  asnrnd- 
ing  gradually  goes  over  a  neck  at  3  J  miles.    At  S 
miles  it  crosses  a  dry  watercourse  drain'm*  *  > 
N.E.,  and  thence  passes  over  a  stony  p'ain  f  ■* 
5  miles.     It  then  crosses  a  low  spur  of  tne  KtLa 
Chastah   (?)  range,  and  at  134    mile*  pa***  • 
hanz  with  water ;   road  good.     In  J  a  mile  •  r  •■ 
a  ridge ;  2  miles  further  another ;  then  over  mw  v- 
lating  ground  covered  with  gravel  for  5  miles  t* 
Khur. 

Route  No.  416. 

Yazd  to  Mashhad,  via  PtfsHT-i-BADAif  and  Badar-AskXx. 
Auihority. — Gill. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dikavcv,  nr  xius. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


Description,  &e. 


1.  Khab^ka 


34} 


Start  from  Yazd  at  7-55  a.m.    On  the  north-— n 
side  of  Yazd  there  is  scarcely  any  cultivation.    T   • 
city  once  fairly  left,  the  road  enters  a  waste  \t 
sand,  which  is  evidently  drifting.    This  deep  sand  causes  very  severe  duststorms. 

At  f  mile  get  clear  of  the  buildings  into  the  open  sandy  plain.  The  march  at  first  i«  •»▼  ■« 
sand  blown  into  hills  and  ridges ;  the  going  is  heavy  for  horses ;  there  is  a  good  deal  it  :n 
and  down ;  but  the  road  steadily  ascends  as  the  mountains  are  approached.  At  2}  nrilrw  j*-~* 
a  tank  or  dhambdr.  At  6  miles  the  read  gets  hard,  and,  though  somewhat  stony,  it  is  £»•  *i 
At  9i  miles  pass  the  "  Haua-i-Haji-Hamzan."  Here  there  is  water  and  a  caravansnrai  in  an 
extremely  ruinous  condition. 

The  read  now  get*  somewhat  more  stony,  but  is  good  going.  At  12}  milea  the  n*i 
fairly  enters  the  mountains,  and  ascends  very  gently  and  easily  in  a  narrow  valley,  with  lx_r* 
steep  rugged  and  bare  mountains  close  on  each  hand.  The  road  is  still  good,  and  here  t->- 
valley  is  covered  with  tufts  of  camel-thorn.  At  14  miles  the  ascent  continues  to  this  pi  it: 
(852'  above  Yazd  and  4,630/  above  the  sea).  From  here  the  road  gentlv  descends  over  tt« 
same  nature  of  ground,  closely  shut  in  by  mountains  as  before.  4* he  road  continue  *  > 
doKcend  till  \b\  miles  (4,430*  above  the  sea).  From  here  a  valley  that  expands  to  the  din»i  t- 
sions  of  a  plain  falls  by  an  easy  descent  to  the,  W.,  and  opens  out  the  gteat  plain  of  V  %zi 
At  16}  miles  arrive  at  the  good  caravansaiai  of  AnjitAk.  Ilere  there  are  latrines  outsit*-  tU 
caravansarai.  a  thing  very  rarely  to  be  seen.  There  is  a  tank  where  the  water  is  excvLkat. 
and  a  fort.     Grass  is  the  thing  only  to  be  bought  here. 

Anjirak  is  nearly  enclosed  o.v  high  bare  mountains;  there  are  stones  every  where,  and  ifi 
tufts  grow  about  the  pla.^e  (altitude  4,6DO).     Anjirak  is  usually  the  fir»t  sta^e  out  of  Ya»l 

The  route  from  Anjirak  is  over  a  stony   road,  level.    About  \  a  mile  from  the  caravan- 
aarai  there  is  aa  old  and  ruined  fort. 
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Route  No.  416— contd. 

t 

Tazd  to  Mankhad,  vid  Pmht-i-Bdddm  and  Badar-Askdn—QontA. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTijrcX,  IN  MILES. 


Interne* 
diate. 


Total. 


Description*  Ac. 


The  road  still  ascends  very  gently,  and  again  descends  by  a  very  easy  gradient.  At  20f 
miles  from  this  point  a  plain  sloping  down  to  the  W.  runs  into  the  great  plain  of  Yazd  ; 
the  road  crosses  this  plain  in  a  north-easterly  direction.  Road  still  hard,  good,  and  fairly 
level.  Here  there  is  a  range  of  low  hills  on  the  right.  At  21}  miles  ascending  a  gravelly 
ii«lgo  gently  by  a  very  good  road  approaching  the  mountains  on  the  left,  which  are  now  about  a 
J  mile  distant.  There  are  some  low  hills  close  on  the  right.  At  27  J  miles  there  is  a  rather 
jnoie  stoop  ascent  for  50  yards,  with  low  black  hills  sloping  down  to  the  road  on  both  sides, 
and  reducing  it  to  a  narrow  track,  where  there  is  room  only  for  one  horse.  Beyond  thin 
tho  road  is  level  and  good  .-  it  may  descend  very  slightly.  Then  the  valley  gradually  opens 
into  a  plain  with  tufts,  bounded  on  the  left  by  high-rugged  bare  mountains  of  red  sandstone, 
and  on  the  right  by  low  black  rounded  hills.  At  3o£  miles  altitude  o,8<)0'.  The  read  is 
now  in  a  plain  or  plateau  with  tufts,  about  2  miles  wide,  sloping  down  from  here  very 
gently.  Moyond  this  some  old  kan&t  wells  are  seen,  and  at  34]  miles  the  village  and  fort  of 
KharunA  is  gained.  In  this  village  there  are  1(X)  houses  and  a  good  new  caravansarai. 
The  rooms  have  one  doorway  each,  but  no  doors  or  windows.  There  is  also  a  fort.  Charcoal 
\<  made  here.  Wheat,  barley,  turnips,  and  carrots  a*e  grown,  but  no  potatoes.  Milk,  eggs, 
fowls,  grain,  and  straw  can  be  bought.  This  plain  is  6,450'  above  the  sea.  The  water 
here  is  good.  The  space  for  cultivation  is  extremely  small,  as  immediately  below  the  village 
the  ground  is  much  cut  and  broken. 


2.    StiKJJTD 


36J 


71 


Down  a  narrow  gnlly  between  black  slaty 
rocks.  The  road  is  steep  in  parts,  but  not  bad, 
and  wheeled  artillery  might  go  over  the  whole. 
There  is  an  immense  amount  of  salt  efflorescence, 
and  at  a  distance  of  about  \  a  mile  from  Khtruna  the  stream  is  salt,  and  disappears  soon 
afterwards.  There  is  a  little  scrubby  tamarisk  in  the  valley.  At  3  miles  pillar  by  the  side  of 
th.4  ttack  marks  the  road  to  Ardekan.  About  a  mile  beyond  this  there  is  said  to  be  a  spring  of 
fresh  water.  At  4\  miles  the  gully  opens  somewhat ;  the  road  is  down  the  dry  bed  of  a  tor- 
ivut  enclosed  on  both  sides  by  hills  ;  it  is  still  very  good.  At  7 J  miles  the  bed  of  the  water- 
curse  is  lost  in  a  vast  and  open  plain,  sparsely  sprinkled  with  tufts.  The  road  still  descends 
t  adly  and  gently  ;  it  is  hard  and  good,  though  here  and  there  stony ;  it  is  now  on  the  glacis- 
like  slope  that  comes  from  a  low  range  of  hills  on  the  left.  This  slope  is  continued  beyond 
the  road  to  the  right  and  to  the  front. 

At  10  miles  the  road  begins  to  turn  gradually  ronnd  to  the  N..  thus  turning  the  end  of 
a  «pur  on  the  left.  At  13£  miles  is  a  dry  tank.  Colonel  MacUregor's  estimate  of  the  distance 
i  i  lt>  miles,  or  nearly  }  longer  than  the  above  estimate. 

At  this  place  there  is  on  the  left  a  low  range  of  hills  1  or  2  miles  distant.  To  the 
right  the  plain  appears  to  extend  some  4<>  miles  to  tho  S.,  where  distant  mountains  are 
>een.  Kond  hence  somewhat  stonv.  At  18  miles  the  bottom  of  the  plain  is  reached.  The 
\»  f]  of  the  HvL»r  spoken  of  by  Christie  has  no  existence  other  than  is  represented  by  the  very 
M.tall  bed  of  a  watercourse,  in  which  from  its  aojK'a'ance  hut  little  water  can  How  ewn  after 
rain.  Here  is  another  dry  tank— the  Haiix  Mitin-i-Tak,  altitude  3,05«V.  From  here  tho  road 
a-ain  attc*nds  gently.  Tho  plain  is  v^iy  hare  with  a  few  tufts  only.  The  roal  is  good  and 
h'i'd,  and  the  ascent  easy.  There  aiv,  however,  in  pla.vs*a  good  many  stones.  The 
road  now  gradually  enters  the  hills,  and  at  21  miles  has  low  hills  on  both  sides.  At  a  mile 
or  2  distant,  these  gradually  close  in  on  the  road,  which  still  abends  easily. 

At  2\\  miles  is  a  well,  where  there  is  a  small  amount  of  water,  but  uot  sufficient  water  for 
travellers'  horses. 

At  23  miles  there  is  another  dry  well.  At  23}  miles  the  road  to  Rknb  turns  off  to  tho  left, 
for  Kiz/ib  is  not  the  direct  road  from  Kharuua  to  Sukand.  At  2t£  miles  arrive  at  Kuab  (29 
nub's  Msctiregor). 

In  furmer  yeuro  there  was  a  village  hero,  but  there  was  none  in  l^Sl ;  no  cultivation  ;  no 
building*,  hut  a  ruined  tower,  and  a  half  ruined  caravansarai.  in  neither  of  whic'i  any  one 
lite*.     No  supplier  of  any  kind.     The  water  is  suHicieut,  but  rather  salt. 
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lies  close  under  some  bills  on  the  N.,  those  on  the  S-  being  some  6  or  7  ailfi 
distant,  at  an  elevation  of  3,750  above  the  sea. 

The  ronte  from  Rixab  is  over  a  good  and  hard  road  steadily,  but  easily,  ascending  over  t4  - 
plain,  which  i<  enclosed  by  low  black  hills  on  both  sides.  At  29|  miles  the  summit  *£  ;. *» 
watershed,  which  connects  the  hills  on  the  N.  and  S„  is  gained.  Then  comes  a  mile  or  2  U  \*~- 
fectly  level  ground  before  the  descent  is  commenced.  The  altitude  of  this  watershed  arou 
is  4,42tf  above  the  sea.  At  30*  miles  the  road  is  in  a  plain,  sloping  like  a  glads  oV«: 
wards  to  the  right  for  about  }  a  mile,  where  it  is  bounded  by  a  very  low  ridge,  beyond  vbca 
is  another  plain.  Here  the  road  is  close  under  a  high  red  and  yellow  hill  on  the  lrf  U  At 
31}  miles  a  dry  well.  At  324  miles  the  road  bends  a  little  more  northerly,  has  some  b*.*u 
hillocks  close  on  the  right,  and  rises  slightly  over  the  neck  that  connects  them  with  th*  n-j 
and  yellow  hill  on  the  left.  At  33}  miles  the  Gudar-i-Surkh  beyond  Stikand  is  sera  <a  i 
bearing  30°.  The  road  still  skirts  the  base  of  the  same  hill.  At  34 J  miles  the  ground  \s 
broken  by  one  or  two  ravines,  which  run  from  the  hills  on  the  left.  Here  the  mad  f or  J  ■ 
mile  is  bad,  but  a  few  men  with  picks  and  shovels  could  soon  make  it  practicable  far  wb#*  «i 
artillery.  At  3rt§  miles  arrive  at  the  caravansarai  of  Sukand.  Here  there  is  a  Tillage  of  1»»» 
houses  with  a  ziarat  or  shrine.  The  caravansarai  is  new  and  good,  and  the  water  also  u»  c»»c 
There  is  some  cnltivation,  but  not  to  a  great  extent.  Supplies  can  be  purchased.  On  :•- 
8.E.  the  ground  slopes  down  to  another  bare  and  rather  salt  plain,  bounded  bv  n>»*t- 
tains  some  5  or  6  miles  distant.  To  the  M.f  to  the  N.W.  and  -N.E.  there  are  nothing  !■-.: 
broken  hills  visible. 

Altitude  of  Sukand  4,070. 

MacGregor  makes  the  distances  to  BIzab  and  Sukand  29  and  11  miles  as  compared  wi:_ 
24£  and  12  J  estimated  above. 


3.   Pti8HT-I-BADiaT 


37 


103 


IS    Otvr  a 


Starting   from  Sukand,  the  road 

plain,  in  some  places  rather  rough,  and 

gully  here  and  there,  one  of  which  w  about  - 
deep;  but  wheeled  artillery  might  gu  vm  t' 
whole.  In  some  plac?s  the  road  goes  over  clay,  which  would  be  sticky  in  wet  weather  ;  but  :! 
bits  are  short,  and  the  road  generally  is  very  good.     It  gradually  leaves  the  mountain*  on  t 
left,  and  approaches  some  low  broken  hills.    On  the  left  there  is  broken  ground  all  a\*r 
The  plain  is  covered  with  tufts.     At  llf  miles  halt  at  a  hauz  or  tank,  where   the   vatrr  t< 
muddy  and  deficient  in  quantity  ;  henca  the  road  descends  steadily,  but  easily,  to    lllahaS* 
which  is  reached  at  14 3   miles.     Here  is  a  ruined  fort  and  tumble-down  caravantarai  ;  t. 
people,  no  houses,  no  cultivation,  no  water.  The  road,  which  up  to  here  has  been,  though  t* 
ably  straight,  over  broken  and  rough  ground  with  hills  on  both  sides,  now  rater*  a  p 
sloping  down  from  both  sides  to  the  centre.    It  is  extremely  salt,  and  there  is  a  gr*at  ei! 


•  •T 


i^  *■ 


cence. 


At  18  miles  reach  the  bottom  by  a  gentle  descent ;  altitude  3,490'.  The  plain  is  grsitHi 
and  covered  with  tnf t. 

At  19}  miles  a  hauz,  in  which  there  is  water  covered  with  an  inch  of  scum   and  l,-v 
Start  ascending  gently  and  easily  towards  the  mountains  that  bound  the  plain  on   the   >. 

Road  hard  and  good. 

At  23  miles  the  road  enters  the  mountains.    There  are  low  black  hills  \  a  mile  t*»  t*\ 
left.    The  road  still  oontinuesto  ascend  rapidly,  and  is  gradually  enclosed  by  hill*  an  U.  '• 

sides. 

At  24}  miles  is  a  hauz  or  tank  containing  very  good  cold  water.    A  low  jagged   black  I  ." 

is  now  close  on  the  right. 

At  27  miles  the  altitude  is  4,61 0\  Beyond  this  the  ascent  is  even  more  gentle  than  kf<v. 
being  only  KXV  per  mile.  I  he  black  hill  on  the  right  near  the  last  hauz  has  come  to  an  ea  L 
and  now  broken  rough  ground  extends  3  or  4  miles  to  the  right  to  the  base  of  a  ruggrd  r*. 
mountain  that  gives  the  name  to  the  Gndar.    On  the  let!  arc  lumps  of  black  haW**).- 
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veined  with  quartz.  The  road  rails  close  under  these,  and  ascends  a  dry  watercourse,  the  lime- 
stone lumps  becoming  larger,  till  they  are  good  sized  hills.  After  this  the  road  winds  about 
amongst  low  hills  on  both  sides,  and  the  summit  of  the  Gudar-i-Surkh  (the  red  pass)  is  gained 
at  28f  miles.    Altitude  4,89<Y. 

The  road  now  descends  a  dry  watercourse ;  in  some  places  impracticable  for  wheeled  artillery, 
as  the  track  is  narrow  with  steep  banks  on  each  side ;  but  these  are  of  clay,  and  it  would  be 
easy  for  a  few  men  to  make  a  road.  The  road  winds  about  in  a  general  N.N.E.  direction  with 
clay  mounds  on  both  sides,  descending  the  dry  bed  of  a  watercourse.  Further  on  the  country 
gets  more  open,  but  still  there  are  hills  olose  on  both  sides.     The  road  is  stony  in  places. 

At  31  miles  catch  sight  of  Pdsht-i-Badam 

The  valley  that  has  been  descended  now  opens  out  into  a  plain.  The  road  at  first  is  near 
the  mountains  on  the  left ;  but  the  Kubat  lies  near  a  spur  from  those  on  the  right.  From 
the  Gudar  the  road  at  first  descends  somewhat  more  steeply  than  generally ;  but  soon  there 
i*  the  usual  gentle  gradient.    The  plain  is  about  3  miles  wide. 

At  36  miles  the  villages  of  Mazra-Balik  and  H&jiabdd  He  close  under  the  hills  on  the  left 
about  a  mile  away.    One  of  these  villages  has  a  tower.    They  both  lie  close  together. 

At  37  miles  arrive  at  the  caravansarai  or  Rub&t  of  Pusht-i-Bidam.  This  is  a  good  build- 
ing of  brick,  new,  and  in  good  order.  The  village  has  200  houses.  There  is  a  good  amount  of 
cultivation  and  good  water.    Altitude  3,800'. 


4.  BubIt-i-Khav 


38 


146 


right  about  5  miles  distant.    The 


The  road  runs  at  first  among  low  hills  ;  then 

down  the  bed  of  a  watercourse  about  100  yards 

wide.    Road  gently  descending  with  a  high  hill 

close   on  the  left,  and  a  mountain  away  on  the 

road  is  stony,  but  there  are  no  large  stones  or  boulders,  and 

it  is  fairly  good. 

At  5  miles  Shtirab.  Here  are  \  a  dozen  houses,  a  tower,  a  very  small  patch  of  cultiva- 
tion, a  few  trees,  and  one  or  two  dejected-looking  dwarf  date  palms.  There  is  some  water, 
and,  though  it  is  very  salt,  horses  will  drink  it 

After  this  the  road  descends  over  a  hard  stony  glacis-like  slope,  and  now  enters  an  im- 
mense pUin  that  stretches  to  the  north  to  the  horizon.  On  the  right  there  is  a  high  mountain. 
At  9  miles  the  road  still  descends,  the  mountain  on  the  right  being  1  mile  distant. 

At  10  miles  a  tank  with  sweet  water.  From  here  there  are  two  roads  to  Rubat-i-Khan  ; 
the  southern  or  right  hand  road  being  2farsakhs  (6  to  8  miles)  longer  than  the  northern 
or  left  hand  one,  and  more  subject  to  the  raids  of  Baluch  robbers.  Both  roads  pass  over 
about  the  same  distance  of  heavy  sand, but  the  northern  road  is  the  worse  of  the  two  after  rain, 
and  is  difficult  to  trace.  The  northern  or  shorter  road  is  the  one  now  described.  There  are 
no  dwellings  of  any  kind  on  this  road,  but  on  the  southern  there  is  a  caravansarai  with  sweet 
water  at  Shfitaran,  3  farsakhs  from  Rubat-i-Khan,  where  is  also  a  fort;  but  no  residents  and 
no  cultivation.  At  12  miles  the  mountain  on  the  right  ends,  and  the  plain  stretches  manj 
miles  to  the  £.  On  the  left  is  the  same  apparently  limitless  plain.  The  road  up  to  this  is 
hard  and  good.  In  front  to  the  N.E.  there  is  a  distant  range  of  hills,  towards  which  the 
road  is  directed. 

At  14  miles  there  is  some  small  tamarisk,  here  brown  and  scrubby ;  and  near  this  the 
road  passes  over  one  or  two  sandy  bits.  At  15  miles  the  road  is  again  good  and  hard,  and  the 
growth  of  tamarisk  ends.  At  15)  miles  the  road  passes  through  sandhills.  The  going  is  very 
heavy. 

Up  to  17  miles  the  road  has  steadily  descended.  Altitude  here-  2,310'.  The  road 
bow  suddenly  leaves  the  heavy  sand,  and  by  a  gentle  ascent  crosses  the  end  of  some  low 
black  hills  on  the  right.  Here  the  road  is  hard  and  good.  At  about  this  point  is  the  bound- 
ary betwen  Khurasan  and  Isfahan. 

At  19  miles  the  road  enters  an  immense  stretch  of  sandhills,  where  there  is  a 
considerable  growth  of   fairly  large  tamarisk  shrubs,  and  also  a  good  quantity  of  yellow 
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prass  in  tufts*.    The  g--ing  i*  terrfbly  heavy.    Camel  caravans  halt  in  these  sandhills,  as  tfc«- 
b  g-^xi  ttv'Jcis  for  cti~  1*,  hut  of  course  no  water.      There  is  also  plenty  of  fuel. 

The  road  r»-..w  winds  a  c*x»i  deal,  hot  in  a  general  direction  of  about  50°. 

TbrTC  is  a  rLa:-Vpj»ed  mountain  in  the  range  now  drawing*  near,  c  tiled  the  "  Takht-v-9a" 
AVrrts."  It  l:e>  2  or  3  miies  to  the  rigLt  of  the  jK>int,  where  the  road  subsequently  ent«t*  : 
hills.  At  2s>  ir.iles  the  r^ad  finally  emerges  from  the  sand  on  to  hard  ground.  TV  r  »: 
ti.iocirh  the  sand  ha*  been  fairly  level,  with  slight  atcrots  and  descents,  some  rather  •!«> 
Xc.¥  it  besrins  to  ascend  regularly,  bnt  gently.  At  29  miles  a  tank  of  sah  water.  H<«*~ 
drink  it  freely.     The  road  now  gradually  enters  the  hills. 

At  34  miles  the  black  hill  on  tlie  left  comes  to  an  end,  and  the  plain   extends  in  t    * 
direction   to  the  horizon.  There  are  black  hi  Us  on  the  right,  1  mile  distant.     At  33  n     - 
the  road  ascends  the  stony  bed  of  a  dry  watercourse,  and  is  completely  enclosed  bj   h 
Tl  ere  are  one  or  two  sandy  bits,  but  generally  it  is*hard  and  firm  to  Rubat-i-KhAn.      At  i* 
miles.  Buhat-i-Khan,  there  is  a  good  new  caravansarai  with  a  fine  badgfr  or  wind  t«<w- 
also  the  remains  of  an  old  carayansarai.    There  is  a  fort,  a  few  houses,  a  small  patch  <f  c 
vation,  and  one  or  twoyery  small  date-palm*.     The  water  is  brackish,  but  there  is  f  r*-*h  «& 
at  a  distance  of  about  a  mile.   Supplies  of  straw,  grain,  and  fowls.  Altitude  of  Robai-i-kiu 
314/. 


5.  JafaeG,  or  Jafak- 


ABAD. 


29 


175 


•1 


The  road  steadily  ascends.    It   U  stony.  *  * 
good,  with  hills  close  on  both  side*.     Tnrrr  •«  • 
fair  growth  of  scrub  and   tuft*.     There   \>  - 
variation  until    the   Cha«hma-i-Knoja  Ka-a- 
At  8  miles  pass  the  remains  of  an  old  fort.     At  8}   miles  is  the  Chashma-i-Khoja  Ha** . 
where  there  is  one  deserted  house,  and  tracjs  of  former  cultivation.  The  water  is  sweet. 

The  road  now  a^nds  regularly  and  more  rapidly,  and  is  stony.       There  are  a  grtat  mart 
small  ascents  and  descents  into  ravines  from  20  to  5l/  deep,  and  some  of  the  gradient*  int<> :'  ■  -• 
are  steep.     At  13  miles  gain  the  crest  of  the  Gudar-i-Kalmarz,  altitude  4,482'.     Ilcnc*  * 
road  for  \  a  mile  is  nearly  level  ;  it  then  descends  steadily  through  a  valley.     At  first  bar* ...  , 
a  mile  wide,  but  gradually  opening  out.    It  is  between  high,  steep,  and  rugged  hills. 

The  road  is  somewhat  stony,  but  good.  At  16  miles  reach  the  caravansarai  and  ru 
tower  of  Kalmarz,  which  lies  close  to  the  hills  on  the  £.  No  supplies  of  any  kind  ca*.  ■■ 
obtained,  and  the  water  is  Fait.  Altitude  4,160'.  The  road  continues  to  descend  in  th«»  ^re- 
direction, the  valley  gradually  opening  out  and  enclosed  by  high,  bare,  and  ruggvd  hill*.  A* 
18  miles  the  road  turns  more  northerly.  At  20$  miles  there  is  atripurcation  of  mads,  i  ►?•  ■ 
the  right  leads  to  a  well ;  the  centre  one  goes  on  a  bearing  25°  direct  to  Shurab  ;  the  Wt  • 
one  to  Jafaru  or  Jaftarab&d,  which  bears  nearly  due  X.  from  here.  A  not  very  high  hill  div  ■ 
the  two  roads,  and  they  join  a  little  short  of  Shurab.  The  plain  here  is  about  2  milt*  • .  ■ . 
hard,  and  covered  with  tufts.    Altitude  3,720'. 

The  route  now  approaches  the  hill  that  divides  the  two  roads,  and  at  S3  miles  low  * "  » 
close  on  the  right.  These  are  skirted  for  some  distance,  the  plain  being  4  or  5  mi)**  « . 
The  road  crosses  the  plain,  and  ascends  very  slightly  to  Jafaru,  which  lies  close  under  the  '  • 
on  the  W. ;  but  another  direct  road  to  Shurab  goes  straight  on  skirting  the  eastern  *:..  - 
Jafaru  is  la  very  small  village  of  ten  houses,  an  old  tower,  a  small  patch  of  cultivati.'i,  * 
dozen  date-palms,  and  a  limited  amount  of  supplies.  The  water  is  slightly  brackish-  A.:  -  * .: 
of  Jafaru  3,290'. 


6.  Shixkisht 


§•• 


391 


214J 


of  these  hills  there  are  two  craters. 

At  8  miles  here  the  plain  begins  to  narrow. 


At  starting;  the  road  is  hard  and  good,  n»>  * 
stony,  and  slightly  descending.  At  21  mil"*  • 
road  here  joins  the  direct  road  to  ShuraK.  K- 
it  is  about  i  a  mile  to  the  eastern  hill*.     Iz  --• 
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At  10}  miles  the  plain  is  shut  in  by  the  hills  on  both  sides,  and  is  not  more  than  }  a  mile 
wide.  Here  is  a  bifurcation  of  roads.  One  going  nearly  £.  to  Shurab,  dixtant  about  2  miles, 
an  I  thence  to  Chah&rdlh  ;  the  other  turning  N.E.  to  Dih-Muhammad  and  Shirkiaht.  The 
latter  is  the  one  here  followed.  Shtirab  is  visible  from  here,  bearing  E ;  also  the  great  plain  of 
Chahard£h,  stretching  to  the  horizon.  This  plain  appears  to  extend  a  great  distance  to  the  E., 
and  to  be  cut  up  on  its  westerly  side  by  a  series  of  small  ridges  cropping  ud  out  of  the  sand, 
and  running  parallel  to  one  another  nearly  N.  and  S.  The  road  continues  in  a  N.E.  direction, 
skirting  the  hills  on  the  left.  At  12}  miles  there  are  some  ruins  close  on  the  right.  Here 
the  wide  and  dry  bed  of  a  watercourse  is  crossed ;  here  also  are  some  wells  and  salt  water. 

The  road  now  gradually  leaves  the  mountains  on  the  left,  and  enters  the  ridges  spoken  of 
above.    At  15  miles  the  ground  is  very  much  cut  up  by  ravines. 

The  road,  however,  is  pretty  good.  From  here  a  tower  and  some  date  trees  are  seen  a  few 
miles  off  to  the  N.N.W. 

At  18  miles  the  road  winds  in  a  maze  of  low  hills ;  here  there  is  a  rill  of  water,  flowing 
from  left  to  right.  In  the  valleys  between  these  ridges  there  is  some  coarse  grass,  a  little 
scrubby  tamarisk,  and  thorns. 

At  1 8}  miles  another  rill  running  from  left  to  right.  The  road  goes  up  and  down  a  good  deal. 
The  ascents  and  descents  20  to  50' ;  some  of  tbem  rather  steep,  but  the  road  is  good  and  hard. 
Hero  there  is  a  little  sandy  valley,  but  the  going  is  not  heavy.  At  19}  miles  another  trickle 
of  water.  The  plaoe  known  as  Naklak  lies  somewhere  among  these  ridges.  There  is,  it  is  said, 
water  at  Naklak ;  not  very  salt,  but  it  is  probably  very  brackish.  At  20  miles  enter  the  dry  bed 
tif  a  watercourse  about  10  yards  broad,  draining  apparently  to  the  S.E.  The  road  is  here  rough 
and  bad  ;  it  remains  in  the  bed  of  this  watercourse  for  \  a  mile.  The  road  continues  in  a 
general  N  E.  direction,  going  through  breaks  in  the  ridges,  and  soon  after  comes  to  another 
trickle  of  water. 

At  22 i  miles  turn  the  end  of  the  highest  of  these  ridges*  These  ridges  seem  to  join 
the  mountain  that  bounds  the  great  plain  on  the  N. 

At  23 1  miles  pass  the  southern  end  of  the  next  ridge.  At  24  miles  the  road  makes  a 
sweep  to  the  S.  to  turn  the  end  of  the  last  of  the  ridges,  and  it  then  enters  the  great  plain  of 
ChahArdeK.     For  the  next  mile,  however,  the  road  is  a  good  deal  broken  and  cut  up. 

This  plain,  like  the  others,  slopes  gently  down  to  the  centre  from  the  mountains  on 
bath  sides.  The  road  descends  gently ;  the  plain  is  hard,  covered  with  scrubby  tufts.  The  road 
hrnce  is  excellent.  At  26}  miles  is  a  dry  hauz.  This  seems  to  be  about  the  lowest  point  on 
the  road.  Altitude  2,540'.  At  29|  miles  enter  the  wide  dry  bed  of  a  watercourse,  draining 
apparently  to  the  S. 

This  is  crossed,  and  the  road  begins  to  ascend  gradually,  and  to  approach  the  mountains 
that  bound  tie  plain. 

At  30f  miles  the  road  enters  the  hills,  and  commences  the  ascent  of  a  valley  bounded 
on  both  sides  by  rugged  hills.  The  road  is  stony,  but  good.  At  36  miles  gain  the  crest  of  the 
ridge.     Altitude  3,410'. 

Hence  the  road  descends  another  valley,  at  first  narrow,  but  gradually  opening  out.  The 
course  hence  is  nearly  N.  About  a  |  of  a  mile  beyond  the  top  there  is  a  dry  tank,  and  a 
little  further  a  track  goes  off  to  the  right  amongst  the  hills  to  Dih- Muhammad,  about  7  miles 
distant.     From  Dih -Muhammad  there  is  another  route  to  Mashhad,    see  Route    No.  360. 

At  39}  miles  arrive  at  Shirkiaht.  This  place  lies  close  under  the  hills  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  vallev ;  at  its  debouchure  into  another  large  plain.  Therein  no  caravansarai  at  Shirkiaht. 
The  water  is  good,  and  the  supplies  are  sufficient  for  a  small  party.    Altitude  3,250\ 

7.  DjehNaubaud  ... 


34 


248} 


Leaving  Shirkiaht,  the  road  is  very  good,  and 
level  over  a  plain  about  4  miles  wide.  At  5  miles 
the  road  is  now  abreast  of  a  bluff.  The  moun- 
tains on  the  E.,  believed  to  be  the  Shutari  range, 
axe  some  miles  distant.  To  the  left  the  plain  extends  about  a  mile  to  some  hills,  the  end  of  a 
ridge  of  mountains,  probably  the  Nastunji  range  that  has  bounded  it  thus  far,  and  which  ends 
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Ax  Z*  =£*»  Facanaaa*  tt»:|s£isv^l^:  1 5*  «£i**  XaHmtahad  ne»l|  ma»r  •"• 
kfew^aEaliknokatBs  1  id*  *:  la*  ~«£x  ;  17mt£sa»  sntiai  atramn  «fr«n 
^*^  •**  ~an;  «**-*- 

As  27|  aunt  F»:3a£stL  Y^a*  v£!iage  enraja*  a  few  aras  W*ea>  mrlnspd  in  a  r~-i 
wall  Ti»t  w*v*  »  fvwl  sua  rr*5r*  act  >«&<>.?«  a  n.  There  x.  fx  tne  or  of  tW  pov .  i 
laxjc*  a&.rrEt  -£  e!il*iTa^3.  Star  txm  m*  r^_*  m.  tie  rzti ac»/»  iffraA  therosrt.  «* 
cj  v.  tjj^  in*  t**i  **-£.  r:di.  an£  jpt*L  Tne  ra:  dtiTne*  cirer  tne  saw  plain,  bsl  trv 
fe#i*  *na*  M,m  wr*;  »  k  eJ:a*  *_  t2*  i-fi.  ani  a  *  nr  r»ic*  of  nrcataia*  i»  abort  Jl  • 
di^acrt  '.«  t  **  lirit-  Tii*  nie?  n=*  zr  aLan  •<  a  *-r*ir:  t  Li*  pai&Lel  to  the  toad  at  a  £> 
taaee  c£  2  e£j»*  ires*  it.  Ta*  wr-:ae  wwy  ••■  I*rfr-:-Xa-bsa»e  tne  mad  also  begin*  to  w: 
t«t  r*^*-J :  '.nbwwise  t»»  m  ax  vanad..a\  m  i»e  aspect  <*  tne  ptsia.    At  SI  nukwtne  tau    * 

^■>   JL^Mk^tf-avaa    ^  *  *  *»   ausnataffv    v  ^^   *  ■  •»»«#  ..wa- 

At  21  E^es  a  Tart  f^x  fas  be  am  ftrrtcfciag  to  the  X.W.  nd  W^.W^  aad  <JuvI 
whi  Ti^ara,  amcegft  wiiri  »  Da*?  Gardan. 

At  2^J  miies  an~:*c«a?ed  Kack  iwk  <az&  cwt  of  the  plain,  distant  to  the  left  abort  *  »> 
rank.  At  3f>f  wiles  tkerv  k  ircne  echrraa- a  ^'iee  under  the  hili*  <m  the  right-  Tnef^ast* 
faK/vn  a*  Ab-Kiur.    Xo  karnab.<K.    At  34  mL**  arrir*  at  Lhh4-Xaab«nd- 

Tl^«e are  tvo  TiTlas«»  Wr» €*<•?»* toj^ibcr.    1W  wertrm T!*lae«ts  called  Dih-i-Xsa.    T-t 
br^h  lie  joft  aejond  a  Ifr.it  Mark  tli  :ral  rwf»  oct  of  tLep^aia.    Then  it  soeanTaB»*&  k* 
e~W.    Tte  vater  k  pasntifnl  aad  good.    Sqppaca  are  aWudanU    Taer**repani*ii»  wk-f  » 
lioited  amomrt    of  gimpea,  tig*,  aad  aprkua  aze  produced.     Dib4-Xaaband  cantan»  - 
lyrncea,  and  then  as*  10  at  £«avi-2£aa.    Tat  ntoabon  u  putmaqoe    for  Una 
3,0CM/. 


&  BcBiT-i-ZaJia  96        2S4J  '    At  Parting  tb*  road  a»c«id»pTOtly  arm  p-i-- 

Caifl  ooTaed  with  tofts  and  a  little  graas      IV  r  .. 

1  good  and  hard.    The  same  Mgfc  rocky  ridar* 
1  li  miles  to  the  right,  and  the  road   grac—  ' 
•pproacbM  aome  black  rounded  hills  on  the  left.    Then  is,  it  is  said,  a  spring  of  goud  <~  *-* 
water  dose  to  the  road. 

At  101  miles  low  hills  on  both  aides  dose  to  the  road. 

At  13|  miles  gain  the  crest  of  the  pam.   The  went  and  descent  are  easy.    Altitude  XI" 
lne  pass  is  on  the  right  or  eastern  side  of  a  KiJL    That  fiewed  from  the  S.  has  a  £yrar.    - 
form.     From  here  there  are  low  hills  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  and  on  the  right  a  Ki^fe  -  .- 
behind  the  low  hills.    Beyond  the  crest  there  is  a  little  platou,  stretching  to  the  -;'    i 
mile  or  so,  and  bounded  by  a  high  mountainous  ridge.    To  the  left  the  Talley  U  bcvnvv*. 
low  hills.  Somewhere  on  the  plateau,  or  a  little  lower  down,  about  a  mile  or  so  from  the  r  ■ 
there  is  a  well  of  sweet  water  known  as  Chah-i-Shirin.    At  lb*  miles  the  road  from  the   : 
descends  rery  gently  over  another  plain.    On  the  left  there  are  some  low  rounded  bill*   . 
to  the  road.    On  the  right  the  plain  extends  i  mile  to  some  low  hills,  behind  which  is  a  -  .• 
chain  of  mountains.    At  17  miles  a  dry  well.    At  20}  miles  an  dbambdr  (dry).  Yfee  piawc  * 
is  narrow,  extending  \  mile  to  the  left,  where  it  is  bounded  by  some  low   hills,  and  1  -  • 
to  the  right  to  another  low  ridge,  behind  which  is  the  same  high  ridge  as  before. 

At  23}  miles  the  low  ridges  on  both  sides  end  near  here,  and  the  valley  opens  up  to  a  wi  - 
of  7  or  8  miles.    From  here  a  vast  plain  is  seen  stretching  to  the  horizon  in  front*  aaui  t  '  * 
right  front,  though  it  was  clear  enough  to  see  many  miles.    The  road  up  to  here  ha*  b*«n  r.  - 
good,  hard,  and  even ;  very  gently  descending  from  the  Gud&r.    At  23)  miles  a  dry  taafc 

At  27  miles  the  ridge  on  the  right  runs  down  to  a  low  point  and  ends  here,   ac«cr  J  ~ 
4  miles  distant,  and  the  great  plain  stretches  to  the  right  as  far  as  the  eye  can  ee«»     1 V  * 
left  the  same  high  range  is  6  miles  distant  on  that  side  bounding  the  valley,  which  is  vrrv  '» •»• 
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Route  No.  416 — contd. 
Tatd  to  Mashkady  vid  P&sht-i-Bdddm  and  Badar-Askan — contd. 


"  '  ' 

Dnvuros,  nr  milks. 

-     ■                              — --    ■  ■:  ■    J               .;:..'"■         ~  - ' 

Btagt  or  halting  piaoe. 

Intorme- 
dUte. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

At  29}  miles  a  dry  tank.  Altitude  2,700/  The  mountains  on  the  left  gradually  approach  the 
road,  and  join  the  hills  on  which  the  road  is  directed.  At  33  miles  the  road  is  olose  to  the 
ridge  on  the  left ;  the  ground  is  a  trifle  rough,  and  there  has  been  a  considerable  ascent  to  this 
point.  At  34 J  miles  cross  the  dry  bed  of  a  watercourse.  The  road  continues  to  ascent  gently, 
till  it  gains  the  low  end  of  the  ridge  on  the  left  Hence  the  road  descends  very  slightly  to 
the  caravansarai  or  rubat  of  Zangi-Chah.  At  36  miles  arrive  at  the  caravansarai.  Here  is  a 
village  of  17  houses.  The  water  is  salt  The  sweet  water  is  1  farsakh  away  to  the  S.  E.t  where 
there  is  a  spring.  There  is  a  large,  good  caravansarai,  where  supplies  can  be  obtained. 
Altitude  3,(XK)'.     The  road  is  very  good  and  very  hard. 


9.  Bldjjl-AbkLs 


47i 


332 


At  5  miles  the  road  reaches  a  plateau  cu 


Start  up  a  watercourse,  dry ;  road  rather  stony  ; 

a  high  hill  on  the  left,  and   low   hills  on  the 

right.   There  is  a  considerable  growth  of  thorns 

and  tufts. 

Lt  up  by  ravines   and  small  hills,  where  there  is 

good  grazing  for  large  flocks  of  sheep.    Altitude  3,230*. 

At  14J  miles  there  is  a  detached  oill  about  £  a  mile  to  the  left  of  the  road.  On  the 
N.  E.  side  of  this  hill  there  is  a  well  of  water  nearly  sweet  called  K&hugish.  The  place 
is  somewhat  difficult  to  find,  but  it  may  be  recognised  by  some  graves  between  the  hill  and 
the  road.  The  well  is  about  12'  deep.  The  road  up  to  this  point  is  very  good,  though 
somewhat  stony  in  places. 

It  now  commences  the  descent  of  another  valley,  where  there  is  a  good  growth  of  tufts  and 
some  small  shrubs.  Here  the  plain  is  about  a  mile  wide,  with  a  high  red  hill  close  on  the  left. 
On  the  right  there  is,  a  mile  distant,  a  lone;  shiny  black  hill. 

At  18  miles  the  valley  opens  out  into  another  vast  plain,  running 'nearly  E.  and  W.,  and 
extending  in  both  directions  to  the  horizon.  A  snowy  peak  is  seen  nearly  due  N.  At  this 
point  (Is  miles)  there  is  an  dbambdr  (dry). 

At  20  miles  the  hill  that  has  been  on  the  right  of  the  road  for  the  last  2  miles  ends  here 
and  the  plain  stretches  to  the  right  5  or  6  miles  to  a  long  ridge  of  not  very  hisjh  hills.  On 
the  left  the  mountains  that  bound  the  plain  are  high,  and  some  8  or  10  miles  distant. 

At  22  miles  a  dry  tank. 

At  24 J  miles  there  is  a  bifurcation  of  roads,  the  right  hand  one  going  to  the  villages  in 
the  plain ;  the  other  is  directed  straight  on  Badar-Askan.    The  road  is  hard  and  good. 

At  2t>j  miles  an  dbambdr  with  a  little  dirty  water  in  it.  The  soil  now  becomes  olay.  The 
road  is  still  hard  and  good,  but  in  wet  weather  it  is  evidently  heavy. 

At  29  miles  a  bifurcation  of  roads.  A  great  number  of  villages  are  now  to  be  seen  on  the 
plain  on  the  right  to  whioh  the  other  road  goes. 

At  34|  miles  here  is  an  irrigation  stream  of  good  water.  A  little  further  than  this,  and 
about  \  a  mile  to  the  left,  there  is  a  village. 

At  44)4  miles  the  road  skirts  the  large  village  of  Khuramabad,  and  soon  after  passes  close 
to  another  smaller  village.    At  Khuramabad  supplies  and  water  can  be  obtained ;  also  lodging. 

Marching  as  we  did  from  Zangi-Chah,  it  would  doubtless  be  best  to  halt  at  Khuramabad, 
as  the  distance  to  Badar-Askan  is  too  long,  and  necessitates  a  short  march   on  the  next  day. 

At  47 i  miles  B-idar-Askan  is  reached.  The  common  people  often  pronounce  this  name  as  if 
it  were  Bardaskand  or  Badraskand.  It  is  a  large  village  of  500  houses  in  the  district  of  Tur- 
shiz,  the  capital  of  which  is  Sultandbad. 

Badar-Askan  is  not  walled.  It  contains  500  houses  and  2,000  people.  The  water  is  excel- 
lent and  plentiful  Supplies  also  are  abundant.  There  is  no  caravansarai  or  public  accommoda- 
tion of  any  kind.  There  is  one  hammain,  but  no  bazaar,  the  plain  of  Badar-Ankan  extends  to 
Sultanabad.  The  plain  produces  wheat  and  barley,  but  not  sufficient  for  the  people  who  live  in 
it,  who  import  grain  from  Sabzawar.  Opium  also  is  grown  in  considerable  quantities.  Grain*, 
figs,  pomegranates,  apricots,  and  peaches  are  cultivated  in  the  gardens.  Altitude  of  Badar- 
Askan  2,860', 

From  Badar-Askan  several  routes  diverge  (vide  "  Badar-Askan).*" 
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Route  No.  416 — conid. 
Yazd  to  Mash had ',  via  Pi*ht~i-Bdddm  and  B  adar- A  *kdn— contd. 


i  Distaxcz,  oi  rasa. 


Stag*  or  hatting  place. 


Interme- 
diate 


Total. 


Description.  *e. 


10.  Sin 

14 

346 

Start  in  a  N.E.  direction.    The  road  gradni"* 
approaches  the  mountains  over  a  stony  plj".. 
There  is  no  cultivation  on  this  side  of"  fitiar • 
Askan. 

At  3  miles  the  road  enters  the  bed  of  a  watercourse,  and  is  somewhat  stony. 

At  4  miles  the  road  enters  on  open  plain  ;  it  is  hard  and  good.  There  are  low  hills  ab*l 
2  miles  to  the  right,  and  hills  3  or  4  miles  to  the  left. 

At  9  miles  here  a  small  irrigation  stream  of  good  water,  which  is  followed  for  *ome  Pit- 
tance. The  road  to  Turshiz  is  all  over  the  same  great  plain  crossed  in  the  preceding  da?  i 
march,  with  cultivation  and  villages  all  the  wav. 

At  9  miles  a  considerable  patch  of  cultivation.  The  road  is  now  in  a  narrow  valley  »Ur* 
1  mile  wide.  Close  on  the  right  is  a  high,  bare  precipitous  mountain.  The  mountains  on  t:  • 
left  are  bare  and  steep. 

At  10  miles  the  road  asc?nds  the  bed  of  a  stream.  The  valley  here,  }  mile  wide,  bom :.  -i 
by  bare  and  rugged  mountains.  At  11  miles  the  village  Ahubam,  with  gardens  and  enhro 
tion,  is  passed.  At  1*2 £  miles  the  road  passes  large  gardens  enclosed  in  walls.  The  preci*  v« 
of  a  huge  bare  rock  almost  overhang  the  road  on  the  right.  On  the  left  of  the  road  is  a  turr  •• 
strip  of  level  ground  utilized  for  gardens  and  cultivation.  From  the  road,  J  mile  to  the  vft. 
is  the  bed  of  the  stream,  beyond  which  the  ground  is  rough  and  broken  to  the  monnti  r» 
that  bound  the  valley  on  that  side. 

At  the  village  of  Sir  there  are  the  remains  of  an  old  castle  overshadowed  by  a  high.  hare,  *r ' 
steep  mountain.     The  village  is  built  on  the  side  of  the  hill  below  the  castle.     From   the  *  ' 
lage  the  ground  slopes  down  steeply  to  the  stream,  which  is  bounded  on  the  other  side  by  r-c 
and  steep  mountains.     There  is  a  little  level  ground  all  up  this  valley,  where  there  are  gird*  s» 
and  cultivation.     Altitude  of  Sir  4,230.' 

The  ascent  of  about  1, 1'X) '  in  14  miles  is  not  difficult  The  road  in  some  parts  is  ratla 
rough  and  stony,  but  nowhere  bad. 

Bijwat  lies  somewhere  to  the  N.W.  of  Sir. 


11.  Sang-gibd         ...  36  382       Up  the  well  cultivated  valley  with  its 

orchards  and  cornfields.  The  flat  gruoni  *» 
very  limited,  and  the  narrow  valley  ia  bo-jr»i  . 
by  high,  bare,  and  precipitous  mountain*.  !:• 
road  is  rather  bad  and  stony.  At  1  mile  the  road  crosses  to  the  western  side  of  :*• 
valley,  and  leaves  it,  ascending  a  smaller  valley  in  a  N.N.  W.  direction.  This  valley  is  v 
cultivated,  with  plenty  of  trees  by  the  watercourses. 

At  3  miles  the  valley  now  narrows  to  a  narrow  gorge,  where  there  ia  no  ronrn  *  ~ 
cultivation.  The  valley  twists  a  great  deal,  but  the  general  direction  is  W.N.W.  T-* 
road  is  not  good.     Here  there  is  a  good  stream  of  sweet  water. 

At  4$  miles  the  valley  opens  again.    There  is  more  cultivation  and  a  road  to  th*  '-  * 
to  a  place  called  Kabudan.     The  road  now  passes   under  overhanging  trees  up  a  strvaa 
water,  and  at  6  miles  the  very  small  village  of  Khur  is  reached,  the  road  passing  t brunch  ~  * 
tinnous  cultivation,  and  overhanging   fruit  trees.     At  fij  miles  another  village.  al«o  -x   •- 
Khur,  is  reached,  and  at  7  miles  the  principal  village  of  Khur  is  reached.    Here  are  Hal  h»#:— 
and  the  ruins  of  an  old  castle  picturesquely  situated  on  the  summit  of  a  conical   hilL     T 
village  is   built  on  steeply  sloping  ground.     The   valley  is   very   narrow  all  the  way,  c- 
bounried  by  steep,  bare  mountain*,  sloping  sharply  down. 

At   8  J   miles   here   the  gardens  and  trees  end,  but  cultivation  continue*.    The  r»i*J 
rather  bad  and  narrow  in  places.     The  valley  very  narrow,  and  e  vary  where  overshadow -C  *j 
high,  preci p»t ions,  bare  mountains. 

At  9  miles  two  roads  lead  to  C lunar  ;  that  to  the  £.  is  the  shorter,  but  much 
the  western  road,  which  is  here  followed. 
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Route  No.  416— contd. 
Tdzd  to  Ma*hhad,  vid  Pusht-i-Bdddm  and  Badar-Askdn — contd. 


BUg t  or  halting  place. 


Dzsta*ci,  ijt  MILM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  fto. 


At  10}  miles  the  road  enters  another  gorge  amongst  overhanging  rocks,  where  there  are  a 

freat  number  of  hid    (willow)  trees.     The  valley  is  exceedingly  picturesque,  and  there  is  a 
eautiful  stream  of  clear,  sweet,  sparkling  water.     The  gorge  lasts  for  a  few  100  yards  only* 
At  11   miles  there  is  another  open  space  with  a  patch  of  cultivation.     At  11£  miles 
the  road   from  Bijwat  joins  in  coming  from  the  left.     Here   there   is  a  stream   of  water. 
The  cultivation  soon  after  comes  to  an  end.     At  13  miles  here  are  neither  trees  nor  cultiva- 
tion, and  the  valley  is  surrounded  by  low  hills. 

At  14  miles  gain  the  summit  of  the  Gudar-i-Chanar  hy  an  easy  road.  Altitude  of  tho 
Gudar  5 ,590'.  The  ascent  has  been  gradual,  and  nowhere  very  steep  ;  but  the  road  goes 
a  great  deal  up  and  down  small  spurs.  In  some  places  it  is  almost  inpassable  for  wheeled 
artillery,  but  it  could  easily  be  made  practicable.  From  here  the  snow  range  above  Nishapur 
is  visible,  and  the  road  is  directed  generally  on  the  highest  point.  Up  to  here  the  road, 
which  has  zigzagged  about,  has  borne  away  to  the  W.  From  the  Gudar  the  road  is  good, 
and  the  descent  slight  into  an  open  valley  surrounded  hy  low  hills. 

At  17}  miles  there  is  a  stream  of  water,  and  cultivation  commences.  Near  here  is  the 
small  village  of  Chanar,  with  trees  and  30  houses,  lying  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  road. 
From  here  the  road,  which  is  good  begins,  though  in  hilly  ground.  There  is  a  good  deal  of 
cultivation  also.  At  19)  miles  a  tower  lies  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  there  is  some 
cultivation  round  it. 

At  20  miles  there  is  a  stream  of  sweet  water.  A  ruined  fort  lies  a  £  mile  to  the  N.W. 
An  isolated  pyramidal  peak  lies  also  to  the  N.  W.,  rising  alone  amongst  the  low  hills  in 
that  direction.  To  the  W.  the  country  is  broken  and  hilly  for  some  miles,  but  there  are 
no  high  mountains.  To  the  £.  there  is  a  distant  range  of  hills.  The  plain  is  much  cut  up 
and  broken.  There  are  low  hills  in  every  direction. 
Altitude  of  this  point  4,350'. 

The  road  proceeds  in  a  N.N.W.  direction  among  low  hills.  It  continues  thus  as  far  as 
Kala-i-Maidan.  At  24  miles,  there  are  three  villages  ;  they  are  poor  places,  containing  some 
30  houses  each,  all  enclosed  in  forts,  which*  are  square,  with  towers  at  the  corners.  The 
plain  here  appears  to  he  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  hills  at  a  distance  of  6  or  7  miles. 
There  are  no  high  mountains  very  near.  The  plain  itself  is  cut  up,  broken,  and  hilly.  There 
is  a  considerable  amount  of  cultivation,  but  where  not  cultivated  the  plain  is  stony  and 
covered  with  tufts.  The  road  from  the  Gudar  to  this  point  is  good.  At  the  Kala-i-Maidan 
the  water  is  sweet  from  kanats,  and  supplies  are  procurable.  The  principal  of  the  three 
villages  is  on  the  right  of  the  road. 

At  26  miles  the  road  strikes  the  bed  of  a  watercourse,  dry,  but  on  the  side  of  which  is  an 

irrigation  channel.   The  road  follows  down  this  watercourse  tor  some  distance,  keeping  on  its 

left  bank.    Here  towers  may  be  seen  all  over  the  fields.    At  27$  miles  the  large  wide  bed  of 

a  watercourse  comes  from  the  left.     There  is  in   winter  a  small  stream  of  salt  water  in  it 

The  road  now  follows  down  the  winding  river,  keeping  entirely  to  its  bed  ;  the  amount  of 

water  increases,  and  the  banks,  which  at  first  were  only  6'  or  7'  high,  get  higher  and  higher, 

until  the  river  is  running  through  a  gorge  between  steep  hills  of  clay  and  sandstone  200'  to 

3'*)'   high,  which  slope  sharply  down  to  the  bed,  leaving  but  little  flat  ground  for  the  bed 

of  the  river.    The  road  is  good  enough  in  dry  weather,  but  impassable  when  the  river  is 

swollen,  and  then  there  is  no  alternative  route,  except  for  people  on  foot.    The  bed  of  the 

river  is  covered  with  fine  black  sand,  but  the  going  is  very  good.    The  water  is  crossed  times 

innumerable.    The  road  continues  thus  without  variation  until  34  miles  from  Sir. 

At  34  miles  the  river  now  bursts  from  its  prison,  and  gains  a  vast,  bare,  and  stony 
plain.  The  road  is  at  once  directed  on  the  snowy  Nishapur  range,  one  low  ridge  intervening 
Wtween  it  and  the  Nishapur  plain. 

At  36  miles  arrive  at  the  little  village  of  Sang-gird.  There  are  30  houses  here  enclosed  in 
a  square  fort  with  towers  at  the  corners.  There  are  no  gardens,  and  no  caravansarai.  Supplies 
all  plentiful.  The  river,  already  considerably  diminished  since  leaving  the  hills,  flows  under 
the  walls  of  the  fort,  which  is  on  its  left  bank.    There  is  sweet  water  in  an  dbambdr  about 


862 


Route  No.  416— amid. 
Yazd  to  Mash  had,  via  P&tht-i-Bddum  and  Bad*r-Askdn—co?i\A. 


8Uge  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAYCI, 

or  MILKS. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total 

Description,  *c. 


200  yards  distant.    This  dbambdr  is  dry  in  summer,  for  it  is  supplied  by  rain   only  ;  tlo 
the  people  drink  the  brackish  water  of  the  stream.     Altitude  of  Sang-gird  3,910*. 


12.  KafqIb 


37* 


419* 


Course  27°.  The  snowy  peak  above  Sebaavir 
bears  29°.  Start  across  the  great  plain.  Tim*  a  % 
considerable  amount  of  whe«t  cultivation  ar! 
of  ass&ftetida.  It  grows  wild  here,  and  t  * 
cows  eat  it.  The  plain  stretches  to  the  right  to  a  range  of  hills.  It  slopes  upwards  to  to*  iff:, 
limiting  the  view  in  that  di  net  ion. 

At  9  miles  is  an  abumbar,   where  there  is   water  in  spring  time. 

At  14|  miles  pass  the  village  of  Husaini,  2  miles  to  the  left.  The  road  up  to  this  point 
has  not  varied.    It  is  hard,  firm,  good  *nd,  level.     Now  it  begins  to  ascend. 

At  15 J  miles  a  hauz  and  well  with  water  called  Shah  Arab  Kuchnk. 

The  road  now  enters  a  downy  country  amongst  low  rounded  hills  covered  with  gram  n 
tufts  and  thorns  ;  it  gradually  ascends.  At  16  J  miles  gain  the  crest  of  the  low  ridge  that  L-i» 
bounds  the  plain.  The  ascent  is  easy ;  road  very  good.  Altitude  3.720*.  From  the  crest  t  be  r  ~ 
descends  a  little  to  a  small  uneven  basin,  surrounded  by  low  rounded  hills.  Good  grazing  i>r 
sheep  and  camels.  At  17}  miles  the  road  ascends  again  very  slightly  At  18  J  miles  paw  a  w»3. 
At  19  miles  the  road  descends  very  gently  down  a  valley  about  200  yards  wide  bounded  by  L>* 
hills.    At  20$  miles  some  dirty  water  is  passed. 

At  21  miles  reach  the  village  of  Pa-i-Baz.  This  village  is  enclosed  in  square  wmDsvrS 
tower  sat  the  angles.  At  none  of  the  villages  about  here  are  there  any  gardens  it  fruit  tit*«.  ir  J 
they  are  most  miserable  looking  places,  with  dome-roofed  houses  of  mud.  Pa-i-Bai  in  situx*  -i 
at  the  edge  of  another  great  plain  running  E.  and  W.,  and  bounded  on  the  N.  and  i\  bj  !  « 
hills.  The  hills  on  the  N.,  however,  do  not  extend  beyond  the  bearing  N.N.E..  and  on  v  .: 
bearing,  and  to  the  E.  of  it,  the  plain  appears  to  extend  to  the  foot  of  the  Nishapdr  mtmnUv  v 
There  are  a  great  number  of  villages  in  this  plain  towards  the  E.,  each  of  which  has  it*  pa:  t 
of  cultivation,  and  in  more  or  less  supplied  with  water.  There  are  also  in  the  pUb.  gr*  a: 
numbers  of  the  little  towers,  formerly  built  as  a  protection  against  the  Turkomans. 

At  23  J  miles  there  is  a  hauz.  Another  road  goes  off  from  here  to  the  left,  and  the  man 
road  now  bends  round  to  the  right,  and  is  directed  on  the  village  of  Husainabad.  Hie  rtmi 
is  now  over  the  plain  ;  good,  hard,  and  level. 

At  25J-  miles  reach  Husainabad  by  the  side  of  a  small  stTeam  of  salt  water.  Sweet  vi^ 
is  brought  from  a  hauz  3  or  4  miles  distant.  There  are  about  30  or  40  houses  here,  wit,  a 
limited  amount  of  supplies. 

At  27 1  miles  the  road  crosses  a  good  stream  of  saltwater  running  from  fight  to  N't 
At  33  miles  the  village  of  Nau-dbadlies  200  yards  to  the  right. 

At  37}  miles  Kafgir.  Here  are  50  houses,  a  hammam,  and  a  shed  that  does  duty  f«r  a 
mosqne  in  whic'i  travellers  are  lodged.  Water  good  and  plentiful  from  tamdt*.  $up|»':  * 
also  abundant.  The  road  sines  it  first  entered  the  plain  at  Pa-i-Baz  has  not  varied.  It  !•  *v  n- 
where  good  and  level.  It  does  not  vary  in  appearance,  except  that  there  are  patches  of  colla- 
tion here  and  there. 

There  are  no  caravansarais  at  any  of  these  villages  since  leaving  Zangi-Ciik 
Altitude  of  Kafgir  3,200'. 

Across  the  level  plain.    The  whole  of  Xhv  pu- 
is cultivated  and  watered  by  numerous  stream*  <  I 
sweetwater.  There  are  villages  on  every  dtn**<  % 
and  there  is  an  unusal  air.  of  prosperity  about  its 
neighbourhood.    There  are,  however,  no  gardens  until  Nish&pur  itself  is  reached. 

At  H  miles  the  road  passes  a  village.  At  3}  miles  the  road  crosses  a  stream  by  a  br&* 
of  three  pointed  arches,  the  only  bridge  seen  since  leaving  Bandar* Abbas. 

At  15  j  miles  the  road  comes  to  the  outskirts  of  Nishapur.  Here  are  extensive  gvdrta 
and  hence  all  the  villages  have  gardens.  At  the  foot  of  the  mountains  gardens  extrad  V* 
whole  way.    The  whole  great  plain  is  closely  cultivated.     The  road  rune  parallel  to  ^ 


13.  Kadamgah 
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foot  of  the  mountains,  passing  a  succession  of  villages  on  both  sides.     At  18  miles  pass  the 
8.  gate  of  Nishapur. 

At  24}  miles  hauz  Abbfts-ab&d  with  good  water  in  it. 

At  34}  miles  arrive  at  the  chaparkhdna  of  Kadamgah.    This  is  one  of  the  prettiest 

f  laces  to  be  seen  in  Persia,  situated  on  the  lower  slopes  of  the  hills,  with  snowy  peaks  above, 
t  is  ensconced  in  a  grove  of  green  pines.  There  is  also  an  old  fortress  above  them.  An 
important  shrine,  as  well  as  the  good  caravansarai  and  chaparkhdna,  are  sheltered  by  these 
old  trees.  To  the  S.  and  W.  the  eye  roams  over  the  vast  and  well  cultivated  plain,  dotted 
here  and  there  with  villages,  and  bounded  by  distant  mountains.  Altitude  of  Kadamgah 
3,790\ 


14.  Mashhad 


»•• 


63} 


607f 


From  Kadamgah  the  road  gradually  approaches 
some  hills,  but  for  the  first  10  miles  it  is 
excellent.  At  111  miles  the  village  of  Ali-Kuri 
lies  a  little  to  the  right,  with  an  old  ruined  castle 
on  the  summit  of  a  hill.  The  route  is  now  in  a  hilly  country,  where  there  is  not  much  culti- 
vation, but  excellent  grazing,  as  the  hills  were  all  covered  with  tufts  of  grass. 

At  15  miles  pass  a  stream  of  good  water.     At  19  i  miles  the  caravansarai  of  Fakir-Daud 
with  a  few  mud  huts  around.     Up  to  this  for  the  last   8  miles  the  road  is  rather  bad  ;  a 

Eivat  deal  of  up  and  down  hill — sometimes  rather  steep  ;  beyond,  the  country  is  more  undu- 
£ing. 
At  22 1  miles  pass  another  stream,  and  some  huts  on  the  right  of  the  road.      At  271  miles 
pass  a  small  pond  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  after  this  there  is  a  good  stretch  here  and  there 
of  level  ground. 

At  30}  miles  another  pond  with  a  tower.     Soon  after  this  the  road  reaches  the  highest 

roint  at  an  altitude  of  4,640\     Then  there  is  a  gradual  descent  by  a  good  road  through  red 
ills  of  sandstone  that  close  in  on  the  track. 

At  32  J  miles  arrive  at  the  chaparkhdna    of  Sharif abad.    Altitude  4,400'.     Mashhad  is 
21  miles  further  on.     Altitude  of  Mashhad  2,813'. 

From  Fusht-i-Badam  to  Dih-Nauband  ther*  is  an  alternative  route,  which  runs  as  follows. 
Gill  gives  it  on  the  authority  of  a  camel  driver.     He  said  that  it  was  never  used  by  caravans, 
though  considerably   shorter  than   the  other.     He  accounted  for  this  by  saying  that  it  was 
more   dangerous  than  the  shorter  road,  as  it  was  more  liable  to  attacks  from  robbers.     It 
however,  much  to  be  doubted  whether  it  is  at  all  shorter. 


is 


Alternative  route  from  stage  No.  3  Pusht-i-Badam  :— 


4.  LavavdXk 


48} 


156} 


From   Pusht-i-Bad&m  to   Lavand&n  the  dis- 
tance is  given  at  15  farm khs%  which  would  prob- 
ably amount  to  48j  miles.    The  road  is  sandy ; 
there  is  no  water  on  it,  and  at  the  end  there  are 
oo  dwellings  and  no  supplies  ;  nothing  but  a  spring  of  sweet  water. 


6.  ChXh-Ali-Ba»d  ... 


I 


16} 


173 


From  Lavandin  to  Ch&h-Ali-Band  §  farsaJchs, 
probably  16}  miles.  The  road  is  over  sand.  Here 
is  a  spring  of  sweet  water,  but  no  dwellings  or 
supplies. 


6.  Hulwajt 


••» 


houses.    There  is  no 
brackish* 


16} 


189} 


From  Chah-Ali-Band  to  Hulwan  5  farsahh*, 

probably  16}  miles.     The  first  3  farsakhs  are 

sandy  ;  the  last  2  are   amongst  mountains,  but 

the  road  is  level.    Hulwan  is  a  village  of  50 

caravansarai,  bat  supplies  can  be  obtained.     The  water  is  slightly 
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16* 


205J 


From  Hnlw&n  to  Pfr-i-Haj&t  bfarsakhs,  proi- 
ably  16}  miles.   The  road  is  amongst  mount*:  n» 
and  stony,  but  level.    Here  are  30  house*.    There 
is  also  some  cultivation.      Besides  wheat,  dates 
and  pomegranates  are  grown,  which  shows  it  to  be  low. 


(Route  resumed  : — ) 


16.  Dast-GabdXn 


26 


231 J 


From  Pfr-i-Hajatto  Dast-Gardan  8/orvdrJk 
probably  26  miles. 

The  first  farsakh  from  Pfr-i-Hajat  is  a  mountainous  road.  At  the  end  of  it  is  Abdulahji. 
where  there  are  6  or  7  houses,  cultivation  of  wheat  and  mulberries  ;  no  dates  or  pomegranate 
There  is  sweet  water  here.  At  2farsakhs  is  Said  by  a  mountainous  road.  Here  there  are  :wo 
houses  ;  a  little  wheat  is  grown,  and  there  is  sweet  water.  The  next  2  farsakh*  are  also  inom* 
tainous,  and  one  more  farsakh  of  a  sandy  road.  At  5  farsakh*  from  Ptr-i-Hajai  is  a  title 
where  there  may  or  may  not  be  water.  The  remainder  of  the  road  is  sandy.  There  ar*  o> 
bouses  between  Said  and  Dast-Gardan,  nor  any  water,  except  at  the  tank  mentioned-  At  i 
farsakh*  is  Dast-Gardan.  Here  are  50  houses  ;  good  water ;  no  caravansaraia  ;  wheat  v 
cultivated ;  no  trees. 

From  Dast-Gardan  to  Dih-Nau-band  6  farsak A*— probably  about  20  miles  at  first  ore 
kavir  ;  afterwards  an  easy  ascent  amongst  mountains. 


Authority.— Stack. 
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1.  Askizar 

2.  Ardakan 

3.  Agdu 

4.  Naugumbax 

5.  Nain                  ... 

11 

26 
30 

34 
23 

37 
67 

101 

••• 

Vide  Route  No.   165,  M  Isfahan  to  YauL" 

6    miles    through     sandhills     pass      ILiibst 
Arlakan  is  a  flourishing  town   of    10/.M*  il- 

habitants. 

16  miles  over  hard  clay  and  stone :  then  up  asd 
along  the    foot  slope   of    the   Marwuh  ranc 
A'^du  is  a  lar^e  village  with  a  high   nod  f  r*. 
and  noble  sarai. 

Through  sheer  desert.    There  is  a  good  sail 
here. 

Across  the  desert  toBafrau  (18  miles),  ritual 
at  the  foot  of  a  clay  ridge.  The  road  gor*  •▼  ? 
this  ridge.    Nain  is  a  town  of  6,000  inhabit*-.*.* 

The  whole  of  the  above  route,  as  Car  as  Xai 
Gunibaz,  is  described  at  length  m  Butt* 
No.  164 

M5 
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1.  Taft 


12 


12 


fioad  quite  level  and  good  the  whole  way.  First 
4  miles  through  valley  of  Aristan,  cultivation  and 
gardens,  to  Bagh-i-dadir  ;  then  for  4  miles  over 
an  open  stony  plain.  At  8  miles  pass  Cham  on 
right ;  at  9  miles  Mubarakan  on  left,  and  at  10  Husaini  off  right.  Hills  now  gradually 
approach  road.  Last  l£  miles  through  cultivation.  At  Taft  cultivation.  Water  and  all 
supplies  abundant. 

The  road  ascends  the  valley  very  gradually  the 
whole  way,  the  general  direction  being  K.S.E. 
At  4}  miles  leave  Taft  cultivation.  At  5 
miles  road  from  Dehl-Dalor  (?)  joins  on  right.  At 
earing  fields  of  Farasha  at  8f.  At  11  regular  road  to  Sanieh  joins  on 
right.  At  14  miles  a  road  to  right  over  hill  to  Sanieh,  At  19$  miles  a  hamlet  close  on  left  ; 
trees,  water,  and  three  small  villages  2  miles  on  right.  The  valley  in  whioh  road  runs 
narrows  to  a  defile  at  the  end  of  the  Taft  cultivation,  and  continues  so  till  2  miles  beyond 
Farasha.    Thence  to  Aliabad  it  varies  from  3  to  5  miles  in  breadth. 


2.  Auabjp 


8  miles  enter  valley,  c 


23 


85 


3.  DEH-f-SHia 


••• 


17 


62 


Road  ascends  gradually,  winding  round  hills 
for  5  miles,  and  then  300  yards  easily  to  the  top 
of  Gardan  Aliabad.  Then  commences  descent, 
gradually  getting  less  steep  and  stony,  and  con- 
tinues for  1J  miles.  Hills  on  both  sides  high,  rugged,  and  difficult  to  crown.  The  road  then 
turns  more  to  the  S.,  and  is  pretty  level  for  1  mile.  It  then  bends  sliphtly  to  the  W.,  and 
after  a  J  of  a  mile  enters  village  of  Darashk.  Then  the  road  winds  round  the  hills  by  easy 
gradients  for  }  miles.  Leaving  cultivation  of  Darashk  road,  descends  easily  over  gravel  for  \ 
mile.  The  hills  on  either  side  open  and  practicable.  After  200  yards  of  level  commences 
fresh  descent.  Next  follows  a  steepish  descent  over  shelving  slippery  rock,  which  would  have 
to  be  made  for  artillery.  Beyond  this  place  the  descent  continues,  becoming  gradually  less 
stony,  for  \\  miles.  The  road  tnen  leaves  the  hills,  turns  45°,  and  \  a  mile  beyond  enters 
Aliabad.  Cultivation  and  gardens.  Duct  of  water  by  ridge  of  road  for  last  4  miles.  General 
dilution  of  road  W.8.W. 

4.  ABAftjrfH 


•*• 


36 


88 


The  road  is  over  a  level  plain  the  whole  way 
on  a  bearing  of  230°.  At  6  miles  an  dbumbdr 
amidst  a  little  grass.  At  10  miles  an  old  fort, 
Kala  Surkh,  where  a  halt  could  be  made,  as  there 
is  a  good  dbumbdr,  but  no  supplies,  and  it  is  an  unsafe  spot.  Then  for  18  miles  over  plain- 
salt  in  plae.w,  sandy  in  others,  but  generally  gravel — to  a  ruined  empty  fort,  where  water  is 
sometime*  procurable.  At  4  miles  beyond,  over  a  barren  plain,  pass  the  village  of  Shamdabad. 
After  another  4  miles  reach  Deh-i-Shir.    Here  all  supplies  and  water  procurable  ;  fuel 


scarce. 
&.  Hardi 


6.  Hakeshk 


••• 


8 


18 


06 


114 


The  road  is  quite  level  over  plain  due  N.,  in- 
tersected by  numerous  old  and  new  kandts.  Water 
plentiful.     Fuel,  forage,  and  supplies  scarce. 


Bead  descends  gradually  at  starting,  and,  after 
crossing  a  drainage  bed  from  the  W.,  asc?nds  as 
gralually  for  3  miles  to  an  dbumbdr  with  water, 
,  whore  a  small  party  c  uld  halt.  Thence  it  is  5 
miles  to  the  X.  mouth  of  the  "  Tang/1  or  defile  of  Haneshk.  Whence  to  Haneshk  is  4  miles  ; 
tin*  road  runs  above  on  the  eastern  side,  and  only  enters  the  defile  at  Haneshk.  It  is  good 
f <«r  artillery.  Good  water ;  plenty  of  fuel  from  bushes ;  very  little  forage,  and  a  good  site  for 
carup  of  a  force. 


85 


666 


Route  No.  418— -conld. 
Yazd  to  ShiraZy  vid  Ahatkuk — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DliTUrCK,  XV  XtLXB. 


Interme- 
dial. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


7.   DBHBfD 


14 


128 


Road  ascends  defile  by  very  easy  gradient  i\st ' 
miles  to  Goshti.  Here  remains  of  an  old  mi 
with  water.  No  supplies.  Forage  and  fn«4  "^art- 
It  then  ascends  by  an  easy  stony  gradient  t*»  t  - 
Gardan-i-Goshti.  It  is  then  level  for  1  mile.  After  this  it  descends  very  gradually  f  t  7 
miles  in  a  S.  S.  E.  direction,  over  open  easy  country,  practicable  for  cavalry  and  artillery,  *~ 
the  sarai  of  Dehbid. 

Jones  makes  it  so  far  125  miles,  and  gives  the  following  stages : — 


Taft 
Aliabad 


,.     15  miles. 
..    21      „ 
Dehbid 


Aburkuh  ...  50  mill 

Tang-i-Babaah...  24     „ 
15  miles. 


From  Dehbid  onwards  follow  the  Tihran-Shiraz  post  real  (vide  Route  No.  365). 
To  save  reference,  the  stages  taken  by  Jones  are  here  given.— 


8.  KhAn-i-Rlbgan 


9.  Ma8HHajm-Mub. 
ohXb. 


12 


15 


137 


152 


10.  Siva  5  d 


••• 


11.  KinIba 


24 


176 


15 


12.  ZlBGAX 


13.  ShibIz 


191 


Country  undulating.  Water  is  obtained  'rra 
small  stream.    Nothing  is  procurable  here. 

The  road  goes  over  mounds,  bridge*,  au!  a* 
undulating  plain.  Water  is  obtained  from  «a  a . 
stream.  Supplies,  fuel,  <fca,  on  a  small  «a» 
procurable. 

Road  open  at  times,  but  at  other*  thrnj: 
gorges.  Water  is  obtained  from  a  small  ttr.ts. 
Supplies  procurable  in  small  quantities* 


12 


15 


203 


218 


Roal  very  tortuous,  but  good.     Small  %*-*i 
with   bridge  called  Pul-i-Khan.      Supple  - 
abundant,  but  sufficient  for  small  bodies  of  brv 

and  foot. 

Country  open  and  road  good.     Water  fra 
springs.    Supplies,  fuel,  &c.,  on  a  small  seal*. 

Country  open  and  road  good. 


Route  No.  419. 

Yazv  to  Shiraz,  via  BaonAt. 
Authority. — MacGregor. 


DISTA.2TCI,  XV  MItE8. 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interne- 
dial*. 

ToU\ 

Description,  Aa. 

1.  Tafp 

i    - 

•    •  • 

Sec  Route  No.  4. 
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Route  No.  419 — contd. 
Yazd  to  ShiraZ)  vid  Baondt — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAVCl,   IV  MILK6. 


Interme- 
diate. 


2.  SlNIEH 

3.  Mazba 

4.  ChXhIsmanlu   ... 

5.  Babdi  ShibXz     ... 

6.  BaonXt 

7.  Mashhad-i-Mub- 

ghIb. 

8.  Shibaz 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


See  Route  No.  4. 

^  Road  leaves  road  to  Aliabad,  2  miles  W.  of 
Korasha. 


See  Route  No.  38$,  « Tihran  to  Shiraz." 


-  ■ 


Authority, — Gill. 


Route  No.  420. 

Yazd  to  TuRBAT-i-HAiDARf. 


Distavci, 

IV  MIL*8. 

3ta*»  or  halting  place. 

Inter- 
mediate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac. 

1.  KhabAna 

34} 

34} 

■*< 

2.  S6kand 

36} 

71 

3.   RUBitT-I-PtfSHT-I- 

BajdAji. 

37 

108 

>  Vide  Route  No.  416. 

4.  Rub1t-i-KhAn    ... 

38 

146 

i 

5.  Kalmabz 

■  ■  % 

... 

6.  J1f^r6 

29 

175 

* 

7.   DIH-I-MUHAMMAD 

41 

219 

The  description  of  the  road  from  Isbalt  to  Tun  si 
was  furnished  me  by  a  muleteer. 

8.  IsbIk 

24 

243 

Isb&k,  6,  f  Arsakh8.  The  road  is  mountainous 
Here  is  a  village  with  water  and  supplies. 

0.  Naiga2v6 

24 

267 

Nat  garni  6r  Zangarfi,  6  fanakhs.  Road  over  i 
plain.    Village  with  water  and  supplies. 
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Route  No.  4£0— tontd. 
Yazd  to  Tvrbat-i-Haidari—coTitd. 


Diwurci,  nr  xilm. 

Stage  or  halting  place* 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ae. 

10.  FAXfBlBiJ> 

11.  YtlXBl 

12.  FaizIbXd 

13.  TCEBAT-I-HAIDABf 

43 

24 

2£ 
37 

307 

331 

356 
393 

Fakirabad  10  fanmkk*.     The  road  is  »or> 
level,  bnt  it  crosses  one  mountain.    It  is  not  bail 
anywhere.    Here  is  a  village  with  supplies. 

Ytinsf  §far$akks.    A  level  road  and  good  all 
the  way. 

Faiz&b&cL                J 

(  Vide  Routes  Nos.  80  aid 

(       180. 
Tnrbat-i-Haidarf.    ) 

This  is  probably  the  shortest  road  from  Tazd  to  Mashhad ;  bat  a  good  deal  of  it  it  ever 
clay,  which  is  very  heavy  in  wet  weather. 


zinjAn. 

Lat.  36"  40'  O' ;  Long.  48°  24f  (T  ;  Elev.  6,807'. 

A  town  on  the  Tihran-Tabnz  post  road.  It  is  the  capital  of  the  Khamsah 
district,  and  is  situated  at  the  opening  of  a  mountain  glen.  It  is  an  imposing 
looking  place,  surrounded  by  a  mud  wall,  with  flanking  towers.  It  con  tain* 
about  20,000  inhabitants,  who  are  said  to  be  the  most  mutinous  and  trouble- 
some in  all  Persia,  this  being  the  stronghold  of  the  Bibi  sect.  There  is  a 
telegraph  station  at  Zinjan. 


Route  No.  421. 

ZinjXn  to  Aedaeil. 


Authority. — Morier. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DxsxAjrcs,  or  nm 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description,  4& 


1.  Ak-Ka*d 

2.  MamXn 

3.  Pabas 


55 


••• 


•t* 


55 


Vide  Route  No.  422. 


N.N.E.    Cross  Kiiil  tan  by  an  esay  ford  I 

miles  from  Paras ;  thence  ascend. 


aaan 


660 


Roots  No.  421— co»td. 
Zinjdn  to  Ardabil — contd. 


Stage  or  naltlcg  place. 


DlSTtVCI,  IF  KILZS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


4.  Ahmadabad 


6.  Ibis 


6.  Saovavab 


7.  Kubchim 


8.  AbdabIl 


••■ 


••• 


••• 


••• 


»•• 


••• 


§•• 


••• 


155 


N.N.E.    The  road  ascends  gradually. 

The  road  is  through  a  well-cultivated  country. 


N.N.E.    Country  as  before. 


N.N.W.    The  road  lies    through    a  dreary, 
cheerless  tract 


N.N.W.    6  hour*.  The  road  is  good  through 
a  cultivated  country. 

This  route  cannot  be  traced  on  the  map. 


Route  No.  422. 

ZinjXn  to  Mianah,  via  Akkand. 
Authority. — Champain. 


Stag*  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAWCX.  IV  MILBB. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  4c. 


1.  ZfacHBAlff 


•i. 


2.  AbxagaxasId  ... 


15 


11 


15 


26 


General  direction  of  road  N.  The  road  is  in 
many  places  rugged  and  hilly.  At  7  miles  cross 
a  deep  ravine  with  water.  At  8  miles  another ; 
then  a  fort  at  foot  of  mountains.  At  11  miles  a 
cluster  of  three  small  hills  on  right. 


N.  V7.  The  road  is  bad  and  stony.  At  2  miles 
cross  a  deep  ravine  with  water.  The  mountains 
on  the  right  are  1  mile  distant ;  those  on  the  left 
9  or  10  miles.    There  are  several  villages  in  a 

valley  on  the  left  somewhere  between  Zinjan  and  Armaganib&d.    At  Armaganibaa  there 

is  a  square  fort  in  the  town. 


3.  BlBfalHH 


••• 


18 


44 


N.W.  Road  over  a  succession  of  hills,  the 
valleys  of  which  mostly  cultivated.  At  about  12 
miles  pass  village  of  Dasht  Bulik  on  left.  Thence 
to  Birdndih  road  goes  over  uneven  country, 
with  low  hills  on  both  sides. 
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Routb  No.  Wl—contd. 
Z'mjdn  to  Mian  ah,  via  Akkand—coxiiA. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Distance,  iw  milbs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description.  Ae. 


4.  Aekand 


5.  Gul  Tapah 


6.  MiXnah 


11 


8 


20 


65 


63 


83 


N.W.      Road  ascends  gradually.      Imirf  <* 
range  of  snow-clad  mountains  vi>ible.  At  7  m  — 
descend  email  eminence ;  then  cross  a  steep  lull : 
the  Tillage.     The  water  here  it)  excellent. 


N.W.  The  road  afcend*  over  stetp  hills  »t»» 
is  bad  over  an  uneven  countrv  for  4  or  &  m.  e- 
through  ravine  and  low  hi  IN.  The  coantn  i- 
partially  cultivated,  and  is  broken  into  jw  * 
ranges  of  craggy  hills  like  petrified  breaker*. 


W.N.W.    The  road  crosses  the  Ka61an  K\ 

and,  after  crossing,  the  Kizil  Czan  river  by  a  br  _•■ 
of  three  arches.    Bed  of  stream  2u  »  y ard*  v  . 
The  pass  of  Kafilan  Kuh  is  steep,  rather  pic    ' 
esque  and  wild,  and  might  be  easily  defended  by  a  handful  of  men.    In  descending:  mtn  - 
called  the  Rud  Khanah-i-Mianah  flowing  from  W.  to  E.,  and  combines  before  jou  cro««it  *  * 
three  other  streams  about  3  miles  to  the  E.,  cirrying  their  united  waters  into  the  Kizil  Tzi- 
Just  before  reaching  Mianah,  cross  the  river  by  a  bridge  of  21  aichea.    Alianah  wa#  foravr  _, 
a  large  town. 


1; 
L 


ZOHAB. 

Lat  34"  36'  0* ;  Long.  46°  60'  (f ;  EW.        \ 

A  district  of  Persia  lying  on  the   frontier  between  Sdli mania  and   Karmin- 
shah. 

It  is  of  considerable  extent,  lying  at  the  foot  of  the  ancient  Zagn>s. 
is  bounded  on  the  N.W.  by  the  course  of  the  river  Dial*,  on  th* 
by  the  mountains,  and  on  the  S.  by  the  stream  of  Hulwio. 
the  treaty  concluded  between  Persia  and  the  Porte  in  lv£-J,  it 
stipulated  that  the  districts  acquired  by  either  party  during  the  war  should  !•• 
respectively  surrendered,  and  that  the  ancient  frontier  line  should  be  rest  »:> 
Zohab  ought  certainly  to  have  been  given  up  to  the  Turkish  authority 
but  Persia  had  neither  the  will  to  render  this  act  of  justice,  nor  had  the  Pz»-hi 
of  Baghdad  the  power  to  enforce  it ;  and  Zohab,  although  still  claimed  \j 
the  Porte,  has  thus  remained  to  the  present  day  in  possession  of  the  gov*  fo- 
ment of  Karmanshah. 

Zohab  having  been  acquired  in  war,  is  khalsa  or  crown  land.     It   hi« 
been  usually  farmed  by  the  government  of   Karmanshah  at  an  annual  *>  n . 
of  8,000  tumans  (£4,000)  to  the  chief  of  the  Quran  tribe,  whose  hardy  lN&>: 
inhabit  the  adjoining  mountains,  and  are  thus  at  all  times  ready  to  rrr«- 
an  attack  of  the  Osmanlis. 

The  soil  of  Zohab  is  naturally  very  rich,  but  little  care  is  taken  wi*  a  tf* 
cultivation.    The  town  is  in  ruins,  and  contains  barely  1,000  inhabitants. 


671 


Route  No.  423. 

ZOHAB   TO    SHtJSTAE. 


Authority. — Rawlinson. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DltTiVCZ,  IV  1CILX8. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Sab-i-p^l 

2.  Daira 


8 
10 


18 


bank  of  the  stream  into  the  Sahra-i- Daira. 
not  after  rain. 


S.  Leaving  the  plain  of  Hnlwan,  the  road 
winds  round  the  foot  of  a  range  of  hills  called 
Danawish  into  a  little  valley  watered  by  the 
Daira  river,  and  from  thence  follows  the  right 

The  river  of  Daira  is  sometimes  f ordable,  but 


3.  GlLAN 


I 


15  (P) 


33 


The  road  crosses  the  ridge  of  mountains  called 
Sambulak  by  the  Tang-i-Shashrah  pass,  whence 
it  descends  and  goes  for  10  miles  S.E.  along 
the  plain  of  Gilan.    If  the  river  is  not  forbable, 

it  can  be  passed  by  going  up  its  right  bank  to  the  head  of  the  Daira  plain,  whence  the  Sam- 

baJa  range  is  crossed  by  Surkhal  Mel  pass. 


4.  Zabnak 


32 


65 


tract.    The  direct  road  from  Gilan  to  the 


called  Chilian,  bat  this  is  generally  blocked  by  snow  in  winter. 


The  road  leads  from  Gilan  into  a  narrow 
valley  between  mountains  called  Miandar,  which 
it  follows  for  2))  miles  into  the  plain  of  Iw&n, 
whence  it  goes  S.  for  10  miles  across  a  barren 
Luristan  frontier  passes  over  a  high  tableland 


5.  ChabdiwXb 


44 


109 


The  road  crosses  a  lofty  and  extensive  range  of 
mountains,  upon  wlrch  in  winter  there  is  snow, 
and  which  intervenes  between  I  wan  and  Asman- 
abad,  and  on  the  descent  fails  into  the  highroad 
from  Gilan,  which  traverses  the  Chilian  tableland.  From  Asinanabad  there  are  two  roads, 
one  following  the  course  of  a  petty  stream,  which  waters  both  this  plain  and  Chardiwar;  the 
other  through  richly  wooded  glade  among  the  hills.  The  former  is  the  nearest  and  best, 
but  the  latter  has  the  advantage  of  being  more  sheltered  in  winter. 


6.  ZakoawIb 


16 


125 


The  road  goes  for  12  miles  down  the  plain  of 
Chardiwar,  through  an  open  and  well -cultivated 
valley,  to  the  Charinin-Kiih.  At  the  foot  of 
these  hills  the  stream  which  waters  Asmanabad 
and  Chardiwar  is  crowed,  and  then  the  Ohnrmin-Kuh  is  ascended  by  an  abrupt  path.  On 
the  summit  there  is  some  extent  of  tableland  ;  the  road  then  descends  very  precipitously 
to  Zangawar. 


7.  RtlDBAB 


••• 


I     20(?) 


8.  Sahba-i-Mbt 


•i* 


145 


On  the  banks  of  the  Ab-i-Sirwan.    No  descrip- 
tion of  the  road   is  given,  as  Major  Rawlinson 
went  off  the  direct  route  to  visit  the  ruins  of 
Sirwan. 
22  167       The  road  rising  from  the  bed  of  the  Sirwan 

river  traverses  a  range  of  hills  thickly  wooded, 
which  divide  the  plain  of  Sirwan  from  the  little 
I  valley  of  Badrai.  In  descending  two  streams 
are  crossed,  beyond  the  last  of  which  the  road  crosses  another  small  range,  and  then  descends 
into  the  plain  of  Lurt.  This  part  is  described  as  the  most  difficult  of  the  entire  distance 
between  Zohab  and  Shustar,  but  still  is  said  to  be  perfectly  practicable  for  wheel  carriage*. 
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Rout*  No.  423— contd. 
Zohdb  to  Shustar— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


9.  ShimXbah 


10.  P6l-i-Gaiu8Hin 


11.  JaidIb 


Diaxurca,  i*  mica. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Deaeription,  Ac. 


20 


14 


16 


187 


201 


S.E.  The  road  goes  along  the  Sahra-i-Lcr. 
descending  all  the  way  to  Seimarah,  on  the  omnia 
of  the  Karkha.  Some  supplies  might  be  fav- 
oured here. 

No  description  is  given  of  the  road,  Majif 
Rawlinson  having  turned  off  to  visit  the  nr.m 
of  Seimarah.  From  thence  the  direct  n«d  t.. 
Dizful  goes  down  the  Karkha  for  24  miles  to 
Ab-i-Garm. 


217  The  road  goes  parallel  with  the  Kashghin  rvr 
the  whole  way,  and  is  extremely  difficult,  ascvnd- 
ing  for  8  miles  a  steep  and  rocky  pa*s.  which  i* 
bnrely  practicable  for  laden  males.  The  n**L 
then  descends  gradually  to  the  open  plain  or  Jaidar.  A  road  goes  from  here  to  Khurama.ii 
and  is  the  regular  kdfila  road,  10  stages,  between  Dizful  and  Khuramab4d. 


12.  Ab-i-Gabm 


16 


233 


The  road  first  goes  for  8  miles  along  the  taM'» 
land  at  the  top  of  the  hills  through  an  own  country . 
which  is  all  included  in  the  name  Jaidar.  At  the 
pans,  which  leads  down  the  hills  into  the  TalW 
of  the  Karkha,  the  road  joins  the  high-road  from  Dizful  to  Khoramabad  (vide  Route  No.  12V 
The  top  of  these  hiils  is  very  barren  and  desolate,  and  is  called  the  Chul  of  Jaidar ;  thence  *  *  * 
road  descends  by  the  Chul -i- Jaidar  pass  (the  easiest  on  the  entire  chain i,  which  is  difficult  n»r 
guns,  out  might  be  made  practicable  in  a  few  days.  From  the  foot  of  the  hills  the  roarl  £■«"«• 
tor  4  miles  across  an  undulating  plain  to  the  banks  of  the  little  stream  of  Ab-i-Garm  at  it* 
confluence  with  the  Karkha, 


13.  Pul-i-Tano 


14.  Kaxah-i-Riza. 


28 


19 


261 


280 


The  road  goes  along  the  hank  of  the 
and  parallel  to  the  great  range  of  Kailtin. 

The  road  goes  away  from  the  river  to  rroiw  t*»» 
hills  by  an  easy  pass,  and  rejoins  it  at  tbe  Gvd  *  f 
Ab-i-Zal,  whence  the  stage  is  4  roil  fa  di*Ut.* 
There  is  another  road  which  goes  alon„*  the  Ui»« 
of  the  Karkha  in  8  miles  to  the  Ab-i-Zal,  but  it  is  across  a  most  precipitous  range  «f  h-v 
gypsum  hills,  which  are  impracticable  even  for  a  loaded  mule.  From  the  Ab-i-Zal  the  shot 
road  to  Khoramabad  strikes  off  to  the  Kaizum  pass,  where  it  ascends  the  mountains,  aa: 
effects  a  saving  of  about  40  miles  in  the  distance  between  Dizful  and  Khuramabdd  ;  but  it  -• 
so  difficult  that  it  is  never  attempted  by  kdfilas,  and  not  even  by  travellers  accompanied  with 
baggage. 


15.  Husaiki 


•  M 


16.  BtLiBfiD 


•»• 


18 


10 


298 


308 


The  road  throughout  goes  over  soil  of  soft  gyr* 
sum,  which  affords  an  easy  passage  for  cm-. 
There  are,  however,  two  deep  and  broad  vavine* 
called  Dukhtar-wajih  and  Tiktiki,  which  are 
difficult  to  cross. 

The  road  is  good  throughout,  leading  alniu*  ax 
open  plain  to  the  stream  of  Bal/irtSd.  This  river 
is  sometimes  very  dangerous  to  cross  from  the 
sudden  rises  it  is  subject  to. 
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Bouts  No.  423 — concld. 
Zohdb  to  Shuttar— concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlHAYCS,  I*  MILKS. 


Ioterme* 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


17.  Dizf6l 


24 


332 


The  road  first  winds  round  the  low  sandhills  at 
the  foot  of  the  Kala-i- Jungawan,  and  then  enter* 
an  immense  level  flat  plain  covered  with  the 
most   beautiful  herbage  called  the  Sahra-i-Lur. 

At  16  miles  pass  village  of  Salehabad.    There  is  a  direct  road  to  Khuramabad  from  this 

tiide. 


18.   KOVKAK 


19.  Sh6stab 


16 


20 


The  road  crosses  the  river  of  Dizftil  hy  a  magni- 
ficent bridge,  330  paces  long,  and  enters  upon  a 
well -cultivated  plain.  At  b  miles  pass  Shah* 
abad. 


The  road  goes  over  a  plain  of  the  richest  soil, 
but  perfectly  uncultivated.  Half  way  pass  a  drjf 
canal,  and  also  a  little  ridge  of  sand  rock,  whence 
it  descends  direct  on  Shustar. 


Route  No.  424. 

ZOHAB  TO   S(jLAIMANfA. 

Authority. — Rich  ;  Rawlinson. 


DiBTiirox, 

or  MILES. 

V 

Stage  or  halting  place. 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Ac 

1.  Bana  Khilan*... 

... 

»•• 

10  hours,  viz.,  Serkala,  3  hours ;  Huran,  4  hours ; 
Hers  Kel,  2  hours;  Bana  Khilan,  1  hour.  At 
this  place  there  is  a  fort,  where  the  Dial* 
receives  several  streams  from  Kurdistan. 

2.   SUBAJ 

•■• 

••• 

6}  hours.  Suraj  in  Sharizux.  Soon  after 
leaving  Bana  Khilan,  cross  a  mountain.  The 
last  part  of  the  road  is  in  the  plain  of  Shari- 
zur. 

3.    Ahmad  KxtlwLv 

••• 

•  •a 

6J  hours.  Boad  hilly.  No  high  mountains  to 
cross. 

4.   DoLADBBIZH       ... 

• 

•*• 

... 

1 

5.  Ghebbadeh     ... 

... 

••• 

I  In  Turkey. 

6s  S^LAIMAJrfA 

•  •• 

•  •l 

1 
J 

•  Sersral  names  in  this  route  doubtful. 
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en 


Route  No.  424 — contd. 
Zohdb  to  Sulaimdnia — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place.. 


DlSTAKCK,  IK   MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  kc. 


Rawlinson  gives  another  route  as  below  : — 

1.  Abdullah  Bbo ...  Eleven  hours.    The  road  goes  over  the  plain 

Zohab  among  confused  and  barren  HlWk>.    \ 
three  hours  come   to  a  rivulet,    Karit''  ai.  . 
shortly  the  Avasan  ;  then  ascend  ^radnaik  : 

elope  abutting  from  the  bluff  point  of  Bamu  to  a  village  of  Sharaf  Bayeij*.     Then  it  r 

N.  W.  up  the  £.  slope  of  Bamu,  and  is  very  steep  and  winding  for  one  hour,  when  it  t  :r 

N.N.W.  along  the  £.  face  of  the  mountain*. 


2.  GuwdXb  ...  [      •••  ••*  Five  hours.  The  road  descend*  E.  by  X.  t«»  *■ 

plain  of  the  Pusht-i-Kuh  ;   it  then  rroceed*  .  -  • 
its  undulating,  broken,  and  arid  ridgv*  fur  *  *    - 
hours.    It  then  turns  N.,  and  traverse*  mjc.**** 
neaps  of  the  Fame  barren   nature,  with  extremely  abrupt  and  constant  ascent*  and  d  ^ 
to  tne  Ab-i-Shirvan   (in  two  hours),  which  is  forded.     Then,  going  >\E.,  the  road  a%>-i '-  • 
low  ridge  of  hills  called  Nilambu,  which  separates  the  plain  of  Shahr-i-Zur  from  the  J>L.r»*r 
At  this  place  the  main  road  joins  in. 


3.   HALBBjf 


4.  Yabiktapeh 


•«• 


One  and  a  half  hours  N.E.    The  road  crw-r*  j 
low  range  in  I  an  hour  to  the  S.  limit  of  the  Sr  >  - 
i-Zur  plain  ;  it  then  zigzags  down  to  Ha*-i  \ 


The  road  goes  through  the  hiffhlv  cuhrrr. 
and  well  populated  plain  of  Shahr-i-Zur.  A*  ' 
hours  cross  the  Abizal,  and,  going  X.N  U 
at  2}  hours  reach  a  small  branch  of  th*  Ti;r 

At  J  hour  cross  the  Tajriid,  whence  the  road  winds  very  much  to  avoid  cultivation  a- 

canals. 


6.  SulaimInIi 


••• 


in  about  4£  hcnrs. 

Stilaiireda,  capital  of  Turkish  Kurdistan. 


The  road  goes  far  over  the    cultivate 
plentifully  watered  by  outs  from  the  Taita: 
the  village  of  Arbet,  and  then  over  the  >k;r« 
the  range  from  Gadrtin,  and  reaches  SnUuu: 


.  i 


APPENDICES. 


No. 


i.     Route  from  Baghdad  to  Suj  Bulak. 
II.     Route  from  Baghdad  to  Tihran. 

III.  Route  from  Basrah  to  Dizful. 

IV.  |  Route  from  Arzrdm  to  Klioi. 
V.  i  Route  from  Mosul  to  Tabriz. 

VI.      Route  from  Mosul  to  Ushnai. 

i 

VII.  "   Route  from  Sistan  to  Birjund. 
VIII.  |  Route  from  Mash  had  to  Herat. 


IX.  ,   Routes  to  Herat  from  the  Sea. 
X.     Comparison  of  Routes  from  Isfahan  to  the  Sea. 
XI.      Telegraph  Routes  in   Persia. 
XII.  ■   Railways  in  Persia. 

i 

XIII.     Trawllinir  in  Persia. 


Appendix  No.  I. 

IUcjhdad  to  Suj  Bulak,  via  StiLAiMAtffA.* 
/ttff//s,rif#. — Champaix;  Rich;  Fuasrk. 


Stage  or  halting  ptace. 


1.  Jedidah 

2.  Yamjxr     " 

3.  Delli  Abbas    . 

4.  Karee  Tkppeh  . 

5.  Kifbi 

6.  Taz  Khurmati  . 


Distance,  ix  miles. 


Intorme 
diati*. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Cross  Tigris  by  the  boat  bridge. 


The  road  as  far  br  Tank  presents   no  d'fS- 
>      cullies.     First    march    over  desert:  the   i\  >t 
through  level  and  fertile  countiy.     Supphca 
and  fodder  procurable. 
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Appendix  No.  I— contd. 
Baghdad  to  Suj  Buldk,  vid  S&laimdnla — conid. 


• 

JC. 

DlBTAKCE, 

nr  vii/Es. 

Stage  or  halting  plsi 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description.  Ac. 

7.  Tauk 

•  •  • 

21 

161 

8.  Lbilan 

... 

11 

172 

After  Tauk  the  road  goes  through  hill*. 

9.  Ytisup  Aolfl  Camp 

» 

9 

181 

10.  Chemchbmal 

•  •• 

14 

195 

11.  DsBOHEzizr 

... 

15 

210 

12.  Kelespi 

•  •• 

14 

224 

13.  StJLAIMANfA 

• .  • 

8 

232 

From  this  onward  the  mad  is  wild  ami  nx«.z 

14.  Akubta 

•  a. 

20 

252 

tainous,  but  water  is  always  procurable. 

15.  Sabdasht 

..  • 

18 

270 

Hamil  pass. — difficult  for  laden  animals. 

16.   NlSTAN 

•  •  • 

16 

286 

Cross  the  Ak*u  by  a  difficult  ford. 

17.  JIltomab 

•  •> 

12 

298 

Road  steep  and  difficult. 

18.  Baibam 

•  •> 

20 

318 

19.  S6j  Bulak 

•  •• 

12 

330 

Appendix  No.  II. 

Baghdad  to  Tihran,  via  Kuanik^in  and  HamadXn. 
Authority. — Taylor;  Hardy. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAHCK,  IK  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,**. 


1.  Obta  Khan 


15 


15 


Road  lerel,  through  desert  plain  c£  allmii 
soil ;    general  direction  N.E.      Water  mu*t  '- 
taken,  there  being  *>nly  a  limited  supply  at  «V» 
Kh4n,  and  that  brackish.  Supplies  none.     L^t- 

F:i~hdad  by  N.  E.  gate  of  city,  and  proceed  across  desert  plain.    At  6th  mile  cross  low  c.*.. 

moun-ls  trending  in  directions  E.  and  W.     At  8th  mile  cross  other  lines   of  mounds*      E    • 

a  small  rivulet  runs  off  right  of  road  ;  it  is  v  »ry  nearly  dry  at  this  season  of  the  yimr.   At  i:  » 

point  pa*s  on  «une  side  of  road  brick  ruin  of  imamzrida. 

Oita  Kliin  c  insist^  only  <  f  a  caravim«arai.  nut  rounded  by  a  few   mud  hots.      Encamp *.£ 

gr  mod  ample.     JNo  cult iva*  ion  «.r  village*  this  nvic'i. 

lioad  H.-ime  as   last  march.  eic?pt  steep  w 
broken  dose  nt  into    and    ascent   from  1*4    t 


2.  Vakobia 


H 


2V 


677 


Appendix  No.  II — contd. 
Baghdad  to  TiArdn,  vid  Khdnikin  and  Hamaddn— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTAirCS,  XV  XILB8. 


Interme- 
dial*. 


Total 


Description,  Ac. 


Diala.  Water  none  until  arrival  at  banks  of  Diala,  where  it  is  muddy,  but  plentiful  and  sweet. 
Supplies  procurable  of  all  kinds.  At  9th  mile  cross  lines  of  canal  mounds,  and  at  10th  mile 
cross  the  remains  of  the  once  magnificent  Nahrwan  canal,  dry  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Its 
bed  is  about  100  yards  broad,  with  steep  banks  about  o^V  in  height.  On  N.  bank  nu- 
merous mounds,  apparently  the  ride  of  an  ancient  town.  At  12th  mile  cross  some  broken 
ground  and  ravines  running  down  to  the  right  bank  of  Diala  river  at  the  ferry  of  Howaida, 
whore  there  is  a  caravansarai  in  good  order  off  left  of  road.  Banks  of  river  precipitous ; 
breadth  about  40  yards  at  its  medium  height.  Cross  the  river  by  ferry-boat,  capaole  of  hold- 
ing 15  horses  with  attendants,  and  occupying  3  minutes  in  transit.  There  are  also  two 
or  three  '  kufehs  '  that  hold  8  or  10  persons.  Date  groves  and  cultivation  on  banks  of  river. 
St^ep  ascent  from  river's  bed  ;  pass  through  the  town,  and  encamp  in  open  pastures  on  N.E. 
side.  There  is  also  encamping  ground  for  a  small  detachment  on  left  bank  of  river,  which 
greatly  commands  the  right  bank,  and  would  make  a  very  strong  position  for  a  fore?  defend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  river  from  the  Turkish  side.  The  river  is  fordable  for  horses,  100 
yards  above,  and  2  miles  below  the  ferry. 

Yakobia  is  now  partly  ruined  ;  it  is  situated  upon  high  ground,  surrounded  by  gardens  and 
cultivation.    No  villages  on  this  march. 

3.  ShIbabIn 


27 


56 


Road  very  winding  for  the  most  part,  through 
rich  cultivation,  and  much  cut  up  by  beds  of 
canals  and  watercourses,  a  few  only  of  which 
are  bridged  over.  Direction  of  road  N.N.E. 
through  alluvial  soil,  level,  and  with  very  few  slight  undulations.  Water  procurable  on  the 
march  from  some  of  the  canals  of  very  indifferent  quality.  The  water  in  the  Nahrud  was 
stagnant,  but  drinkable  at  the  point  where  the  road  crosses  it.  At  Shiraban,  muddy,  but 
sweet,  water  is  procurable  from  a  deep  canal  close  by  encamping  ground.  Supplies  procur- 
able of  all  kinds.  At  £  mile  cross  watercourse,  and  another  at  1  mile,  both  by  trunk 
bridges  At  6th  mile  cross  dry  bed  of  a  cut  from  the  Khurasan  canal,  and  at  tith  mile 
broad  and  deep  canal  by  trunk  bridge  about  3'  broad.  At  8th  mile  cross  deep  marsh 
between  two  watercourses,  and  at  12th  mile  oross  ridge  of  low  mounds  with  stony  soil. 
At  16th  mile  cross  canal  by  trunk  bridge,  between  this  and  22nd  mile  pass  through  exten- 
sive cultivation  and  villages  surrounded  by  trees  about  a  mile  off  both  sides  of  road,  one  of 
which,  called  Wujjahea,  off  right,  is  the  usual  half-way  stage  between  Yakobia  and  Shiraban. 
At  22nd  mile  cross  deep,  but  narrow,  canal  called  the  Nahiud  by  ancient  brick  bridge  in  bad 
rvpair.  This  canal  runs  nearly  parallel  to  the  road  from  16th  to  22nd  mile.  After  crossing 
the  Nahrud  by  a  bridge  of  one  arch,  pass  brick  imdmzdda  off  right  of  road  ;  the  road  winds 
along  lanes  and  trees  to  the  village  of  Shiraban.  Cross  a  stream  just  before  entering 
gate  of  village  ;  pass  through  and  encamp  on  N.,  on  which  side  are  several  caravansarais 
in  the  suburbs. 

Shiraban  is  a  walled  village,  once  a  large  and  extensive  town,  but  now  fulling  into  decay. 
The  greater  part  of  the  walls  and  houses  are  in  a  ruined  state,  but  a  wet  ditch  still  surrounds 
the  place  on  three  sides. 

18  74  [      Road  good,  except  in  several  places  in  the  pass 

over  the  Hamrin  hills,  where  it  is  very  steep, 
rugged,  and  narrow  over  the  slippery  f«ce  of  the 
sandstone  recks  muoh  cut  by  deep  mule  tracks. 
Impassable  in  its  present  state  for  wheeled  carriages.  General  direction  N.E.  to  top  of 
pass  ;  thence  N.  E. ;  soil  alluvial  to  the  Diladrdd ;  thence  to  river  Kizil,  over  gravel  and 
grey  sandstone  rock  ;  then  alluvial  and  argillaceous  as  before.  Water  on  the  line  of  march 
from  the  BilAdruJ  canal,  Kizil  river,  and  other  lesser  streams  sweet  and  abundant.  At  Kizil 
Kubat,  from  a  canal  from  the  Diala,  which  runs  about  i  mile  off.  Supplies  procurable  of 
all  kinds.  At  $  mile  cross  dry  bed  of  broad  watercourse,  and  a  deep  canal.  At  2nd  mile  by 
t  runk  bridge  traverse  a  range  of  low  gravelly  mounds ;  at  3rd  mile  cross  another  canal  by 
trunk  bridge.    At  5  miles  cross  the  Biladnid  canal  by  brick  bridge  in  bad  repair.    This  canal 


4.  Kizil  RvtbIt 
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Appendix  No.  II — concld. 
Baghdad  to  TiArdti,  vid  Khanikin  and  Ramadan — concld. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAVCB,  IV  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  tc. 


is  broad  and  deep,  and  has  a  strong  current.     Numerous  deep  and  preci nitons  ravine*  r~* 
down  towards  the  canal  at  this  point,  and  the  road  arrives  at  the  bridge  itself  by  sum*  r<  - 
steep  and  rugged  descents  into  the  bed  of  the  ravines.     This  is  reported  to   be  the   fav  **.  ••" 
post  of  ambush  for  Arab  plundcers,  slangs  of  whom  infest  the  road  from  this  place  to  the  t 
of  the  pass  in  the  Ham  if  n  hills,  making  this  march  a  very  unsafe  one   for  8m  ill  c  inv  -  <• 
Soon  alter  crossing  the  bridge,  commence  accent  towards  pass   over   Hamrfn   hilbi,  which   •* 
about  4  miles  in  length,  and  very  steep  and  difficult  in   parts.     After  nummma   undul  ■:!*.; 
accents  and  descents,  reach  the  summit  of  highest  ridge,  from  whence  an  excellent   v" 


broad,  tributary  to  the  Diila.     Hence  the  Kizil  Rubat  road  passes  through   green  field*  i 


well- watered  c  iltivation,  which  surrounds  the  village.     No  villages  passed  on  this  narh. 

Kizil  Rubat  is  a  large  walled  village,  on   a  canal  cot  from   the    Diala.    which   river  r 
about  a  mile  to  the  N.     Kncamping  ground   ample   either  on   N.  E.  or  S.  W. ;   the  h" 
preferable,  being  close  to  the  canal,  and  about  i  mile  from  the  Diila. 


5.  Kbaxikin 


17 


91  |     At  J  mile  cross  broad  dry  bed  of  watrtvwr- . 
which  runs  parallel   to   left   of  r»ad  lor  «•  - 
i  yards.     Here  also  pass  some  m  unds   and   r  •   • 
on  both  sides,  par' ioularly  on  righ\    win  re  it   « 
are  close  to  road.     At  1  mile  cross  small  canal  by  narrow  brick  bridge  ;  at  l\  ra  le  cro*4    '•»♦ 
broad    brick    bridge,   in  good  repair,   large  c*nal  with  high   banks  running  across   pi.  • 
pass  some  low  mounds  on  left,  and  at  4  miles  enter  defile  through  range  of  low  hill*  run  .  ■ . 
ab«ut  X.  and  K. ;  at  4 .J  miles  steep  accent  for  about   2  K)  yards.     Tuenc*  steep   il-c:'    ♦ 
&J  miles,  when  it  becomes  gradual  and  undulating,  entering  a  valley   with   low    »pnm  o:    * 
range  of  hills  just  crossed  (the  Khushk  D'igh)  running  down,   and"  extending  far  i-ito  ;  I    i 
on  both  sides  of  roal.     At  10 J  miles  these  spurs  form  a  defile,  whrc?i  is   followed   by    .> 
descent  into  undulating  plain  to  12th  mile.     At  12}  miles  cross  dry   bed   of  tbonn-ai'n  :••» 
rents,  full  of  boulders,  and  at  13  miles  another  deep  bed  with  high  rttcp  banks.     At  1 1  v.  '  « 
jass  larue  pool  of  clear  water  on  left,  apparently  a  spring  running  awav  in  a  small   •tr^ici   • 
S*.     At  11 V  miles  eross  ridge  of  low   gravelly    hills,   from  the  top  of  which   the   tu«: 
Khanikin  is  visible  embosomed  in  gardens  and,  plantations  of  date  and  poplar.     H*re  a  *r 
town  cdled  Aliabad  lies  about  3  miles  off  left  of  road.     At   15  J    miles  cross  deep  carta) 
broad  brick  bridge  in  good   repair.     Theno  roai   passes   along    a  cin*ew'iy.  about   $'     - 
breadth,  of  large  rounded  pebbles,  which  cimmenc<»s  at  the  suburb*,  circles  r»nn«l    S     ■ 
of  town  by  river's  bank,  and  thence  forms  the  roadway  of  a  lofty  brick  bridge  of  13  tr-i 
which  spans  the  Hulwan  at  the  lo'th  mile.     Cross  the  river,   and   l»oss  through   *nbr.r*- 
N.  Me  of  town,  where  are  several  caravan  sarais.     At  17   mile*  cr»>*s  a  canal  by   bnb    • 
good  repair,  and  encamp  on  either  side  of  roal  in  a  a  elevated  plain  without  tree*  or  vegrt*.. 
Opposite  Khanikin  is  Hajf  Kara. 

Khanikin  is  sit  mted  upon  the  river  Hulwan,  a  tributary  of  the  Diila,  It  is  the  frontier  t.  -*- 
of  Turkish  Irak,  and  a  quarantine  station.     Road  good  throughout   this   march,   ^ver    tr  » 
Fandstone  and  gravel,  which  has  worn  down  in  the  hill  passes,  forming  an  excellent  n-a'  • 
lieneTal    direction    E.    until    first    accent  of    KhiLshk    Dagh    hill* ;   thecce  XK.     W  .   * 
limited  on  first  part  of  march,  but  plentiful  between  the  13th   mile  and   the   HulwAn  r*  - 
at  Khanikin,  from  the  canal  from  the  river  running  do««e  bv  encamp;  ug  gnmnd   i«  N* 
town,  or  Irom  the  river  itself.     Supplies  procurable  of  all  kin-V«. 

From  Khan rk in  to   Tih ran  it  is,  according   to  Taylor,  In  stage*,   or   40^  rnii-n.      fc  -     ■ 
however,  makes  it  501  miles.     The  discrepancy  is  considerable.     However  UeUcw*  *Ii»:*  .   • 
are  evidently  excessive. 

For  an  account  of  the  road  between  Khanikin  and  Tihran,  vide  R  mte  Xo,  381,     -  Tiir-- 
to  Baghdad. " 


Authority. — Kinneir. 
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Appendix  No.  III. 

Basbah  to  Dizf<;l,  via  HawIza. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTASCB,   IK  MILKS. 


Internum 
diatc. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac 


1.  AsWAH 

2.  IlAWfZA 

3.  Sl'LAIHA^'fA 


4.  Sua 

5.  Dizptfr, 


•  •• 

21 

21 

•  •  « 

42 

63 

•  •  • 

24 

87 

•  •• 

28 

115 

•  •• 

24 

139 

\ 


Over  a  desert  destitute  of  water. 


Cross  the  Dizful  river,  3  miles  from  Sos. 


Authority. — Stuart. 


Appendix  No.  IV. 

AnzufJM  to  Khoi,  via  Bayazid. 


Stage  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTAHOS,   tJf  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


1.  Hasan  Kala 


2.  Khobmazu 


3.  Daohas 


••• 


The  road  crosses  some  chalky  hills,  and  then 
enters  the  plain  of  Hassan  Kalah ;  many  streams 
cultivation. 

Cross  river  Marts  at  starting ;  pass  village  of 
Kupri  Koi,  and  cross  Aras,  at  junction  with 
Mtirts,  hy  bridge  of  Choban  Kupri.  This  valley 
is  in  a  well- watered  plain,  sloping  to  the  Aids. 


The  road  is  excellent,  and  all  the  streams  are 
bridged.  It  goes  through  a  well-watered  and 
fertile  country ;  pass  village  of  Deli  Baba ;  then 
come  to  defile  ox  Kara  Darband,  a  deep  narrow 
gorge,  on  each  side  of  which  rise  red  rocks,  jagged  and  broken  into  a  hundred  pinnacles 
overhanging  the  path.  A  few  miles  beyond  come  to  the  Baghazi-i-Daghar,  a  narrower  but 
less  imposing  pass ;  thence  there  is  a  steep  ascent,  followed  by  a  few  miles  of  upland  valley. 


316la  SGlaiman 


4.  Kisl  KiiifiA 


6.  Utch  KilIsa 


•  «• 

••• 

•  •• 

»■• 

«•• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

••• 

••• 

The  road  ascends  for  2  hours.  Mula  Sulai. 
man  is  a  large  village  at  the  foot  of  Rush 
Dagh. 

Pass  Toprak  Kala  to  the  N.  The  road  winds 
about  a  great  deal  to  avoid  marshy  spots. 

The  road  goes  along  the  banks  of  the  Murad  Chit 
the  greater  part  of  the  stage,  and  fords  it  a  little 
below  Utch  Kilisa,  close  to  a  two-arched  bridge. 
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Appendix  No.  IV — conld. 
Arzrim  to  Khoi,  via  Baydzid — contd 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


6.  BayXzid 


7.   KlLfSA 


DisTAjrcs,  nr  xilzs. 


Interme- 
diate. 


••• 


8.  KabIAinaH       ... 


9.  Ll\  Schbik 


10.  Pbbeh 


11.  Khoi 


••• 


••• 


ToUI. 


••• 


••• 


••• 


Description,  At. 


Crossed  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Mtxra? 
Chai.  Pasture  land  nearly  the  whole  way  to 
Bayazid. 

Went  by  a  short  cut  over  the  hills,  and  ww 
frequently  without  a  path;  some  tretnend'at 
descents.     Kills*,  a  small  village. 

The  roai  crosses  the  nlatn  of  Chaman-i-Kax^^iil. 
traverses  a  dreary  defile  hemmed  in  by  Tu!«-an  t 
rocks,  crosses  a  hill,  and  descend*  into  the  l*r£» 
plain  of  Charaan-i-Chalderaa. 

The  road  goes  through  defiles  the  greater  part 
of  the  stage. 

The  road  goes  through  a  narrow  valley  into  tic 
plain  of  Khoi. 

Six  miles.  The  road  goes  over  a  plain.  Kb « 
contains  from  4,000  to  7,000  families.  It  -» 
surrounded  by  a  double  enceinte  of  mud  f uni- 
fications. 

Thence  to  Tabriz,  it  is  three  marches  (vide  Boot* 
No.  371). 


Appendix  No.  V- 

Mosul  to  TabrIz,  via  StJj  Bulak. 


Authority. — G  ERAHD. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DiHurca.  nr  xilbb. 


Interme- 
diate. 


2.  Erbil 

3.  Hehash 

4   KtTRRUCK 
5.  JUWANDIZ 

6.  Ratan 

7.  Batat 


••• 


••• 


••• 


•  •• 


•  •• 


65 
30 
12 
U 
24 
18 


Total 


85 

97 

III 

135 

153 


Description,  ftc 


In  Turkish  territory. 
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Appexdix  No.  V — contd. 
ft! 01  id  to  Tabriz,  via  Suj  Buldk— contd. 


8tage  or  halting  place. 


Dmtavcs,  IV  XILIS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Description,  &o. 


8*  Khblisibsab 


•  ■• 


27 


180 


General  direction  E.  by  N.E.  For  about 
4  miles  skirt  alon^  slope*  over  right  bank  of 
stream.  At  4  miles  pass  ziarat  and  graveyard. 
Cross  watershed  t\0' Hi',  about  Similes.  Slope 
has  got  easier  and  more  rounded  ever  since  Rayan,  and  at  watershed  are  almost  like  undulat- 
ing downs.  De>cend  to  about  7  miles,  when  cross  tributary  of  Little  Zab,  and  ascend  spur. 
Fiom  the  Kandil  range,  the  crest  of  which  forms  the  frontier  line  between  the  Turkish  and 
Persian  dominions,  the  crest  is  at  an  altitude  of  6,050'.  From  it  the  road  winds  down  to 
altfmt  9  miles,  where  it  enters  the  plain  of  the  Little  Zab  (4,K5<>'),  called  the  Ganashiin  pass.* 
This  is  a  magnificent  valley  with  numerous  streams,  about  6  nrles  wide,  and  extending 
H  or  10  miles  to  the  **.,  and  quite  double  that  distance  in  opposite  direction.  Numerous  small 
villages,  almost  all  burned  during  revolt  of  1882,  are  dotted  about.  Peswa,  a  hill  fort,  seat  of 
Chief  of  Mamush  Kurds,  is  visible  12  or  15  miles  to  N.  E.,  and  a  Persian  fort,  Mabawa, 
parriioned  by  2iM)  Sirbaz,  is  2  miles  S.  of  road.  Passing  the  small  villages,  destroyed,  of 
Karia,  Shinawa,  Guhlasur,  and  Genadar,  and  fording  the  rivulets  of  Little  Zab  and  Shinoyan 
(flowing  S.)f  enter  spurs  of  low  hills  at  about  21  miles,  and,  alter  crossing  low  saddle,  found 
that  what  seemed  a  few  low  mounds  was  the  village  of  Khelisissar.     Alt.  4,700'. 


9.  Stij  Bulk  ...  24  204  General  direction  E.  by  N.  E.     Soon   crossed 

small  rivulet  Satrnmn  Chni,  and,  skirting  village 
of  Kuranga,  followed  along  its  right  bank. 
Ground  tolerably  open.  About  Smiles  passing 
village  of  Sagmnn,  and  8  miles  slightly  steep  a^cnt,  and  up  b  d  of  small  mountain  stream  ; 
vrild  country,  but  no  trees ;  and  at  13  miles  reach  open  crest  of  Sagmnn,  7.20O';  road  on  whole 
easy.  A  lower,  but  longer,  route  vid  Peswa  exists.  From  this  point  descend  ravine  of  a 
tributary  of  the  Mij  Uulak,  reaching  several  patches  of  cultivation  aoout  15  miles,  and  about 
17  miles  the  valley  of  the  Suj  Bultik  river,  with  several  vineyards  and  orchards.  Thence, 
after  crossing  a  little  lower  to  right  bank,  you  follow  river  close  to  the  town,  near  which  you 
hiive  one  nasty  crossing  over  a  mill-stream  ;  rest  of  road  easy ;  traces  of  iron  hereabouts.  Cross 
a  wpur  and  descend  to  town,  which  is  prettily  situated  in  basin  of  hills.  Large  stone  bridge 
on  (Tshnai  road  to  N-W.  of  it,  and  lots  of  vineyards  around.  Lat.  36°  45'  N. ;  Long.  45° 
45'  E. ;  Alt.  4,770'. 


10.  MjujdXb  ..  |        27  231  General  direct  ion  d  N.E.     For  5  miles  skirt 

river  and  uewly-established  line  of  telegraph, 
when  cross  low  spur,  and  bear  more  E.  Inter- 
kash,  8<)0  houses,  and  Kumkacha,  large  village 
to  left,  and  mountains  on  right.  About  8  miles  ascend  low  undulating  spurs,  and  about  13 
descend  to  marshes  of  lake  Urmia,  which  reach  about  15  miles.  Thence  cross  marshes, 
coarse  grass,  numerous  villages  destroyed  to  X  ,  and  about  25  miles,  crossing  the  Satao  by 
brick  bridge,  3  arches,  enter  the  ruined  and  almost  deserted  town  of  Mian  dab,  containing 
2,000  houses,  and  suburb  of  Mian  Kona.    Alt.  4,200'. 


11.  Burls  ...  24    f      255  General  direction  N.    Ford  the  Jugat hu,  80 

yards  broad,  34'.  Continued  N.  over  open  plain  ; 
deserted  villages,  some  of  considerable  site,  and 
orchards  on  all  sides,  but  a  few  nomads,  with 
lirrds,  alone  visible.  About  6  miles  N.  Memandar  village  ;  cross  marsh}*  brook,  and  at  8  miles 
%'illages  of  Tapa,  Yuzbashikund,  and  Senahad  close  to  road;  latter  fortified.  At  12  miles 
enter  lane,  through  walled  gardens,  and  village   Malakandi :  cross  Mirzioha  by  brick  bridge. 


This  pMi  w  usually  clewed  by  snow  tor  several  mouths. 


S7 


482 


Appendix  No.  V — concld. 
Mosul  to  Tabriz,  vid  Suj  Bnldk— concld. 


--^.*i 


Stage  or  halting  plate* 


DxsTurca,  ijt  xilm. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  &c* 


About  14  mi'es  cross  low  gravel  undulating  hill.  Large  villages  of  Laklar,  Midanget  &&. 
near  foot  of  the  Tahend  mountains  on  right,  and  Chaldean  mountains  across  lake  Urmia  ca 
left.  About  17  miles  re-enter  plain.  Large  villages  with  orchards  visible.  Left  Haji  bazar. 
Komzan,  Gunai,  Sujiab&d,  Ac.,  towards  lake.  About  22  miles  rocky  spur  comes  down  t* 
road  Goranaur-Kultbul  and  ruined  caravansarai,  and  to  right  endless  succession  of  — *  ~ ' 
Cross  Binaohai  by  brick  bridge ;  enter  gardens  and  town  Bindb.  Two  thousand 
8  nanus,  covered  bazars.    Lat.  37°  21'  N. ;  Alt  4,330^. 


■m    • 


12.  AjajcshiKI      ...  14  269       General  direction  N.W..   14  miles.    Throur* 

and  skirt  gardens  couple  miles  ;  then  4}  miW  </ 
antiquated  causeway,  rudely  pared  with  1 
stones,  l(y  wide,  and  seldom  raised  nr- 
than  2  or  2  J'  across  muddy  end  of  UV 
Large  villages  of  Baghdad,  Korasvan,  and  Karakabda  about  8  miles  on  left ;  ShorgoL  Elln 
and  Isgu  on  right,  near  Bin&b.  About  9  miles  ascend  spurs  of  Tahend.  descending  to  j»*~ 
about  10  miles,  soon  entering  lanes  of  orchards  about  Kaiman.  Ford  three  water-eats  aa 
rivulet,  and  tarn  sharp  left  down  lane  to  pretty  village  of  Ajakshahr.    Alt.  4,401/. 


13.  Tofti*  ...  23  292       General   direction  X.    After  }  tniW  £*ri<— 

pcross  open,  gently  stoning,  coltivatid  gTvas  * 
at  foot  of  mountains.  Lovely  view  aero**  h«  * 
About  4  miles  entering  low  hills,  offshoot*  - J 
spun,  ascend  gradually  to  about  7  mile*.  &"£ 

then  descend  to  9  miles,  tolerably  open  and  close  to  lake,  from   1  to  2  miles  dirf&r*. 

4,375'.    About  15  miles  ascent  stony  ;  rockr  hills  and  marble  quarries  on  left  to  1A  ax>» 

broken  and  frequent  nalat.    About  19  miles  descend  bed  of  stream,  and  soon  after  2ft  i:  *• 

open  cultivated  ground ;  more  quarries  to  left   Cross  two  brooks,  and  enter  garden  of  t«*. 

Large  town,  2,000  houses,  good  caravansarais,  supplies,  <fec    Lat  37*  47'  N. ;  long.  45*  il 

E. ;  ftit  445C. 


f  • 


14.  ?*BBi*  ...  28  320  |    Crossed  cultivated  and  somewhat  marshy  grnrsi 

after  emerging  from  gardens  around  town.  Imz* 
village  of  Den  Kargin  2  or  3  mile*  on  ritV  ■  - 
Blopes  of  mountains.  About  3  miles  near  i~ 
lage  Chai  Gurnah  get  on  low  sloping  &  IdV  a 
to  7  miles,  where  turn  spur,  over  cultivation.  To  10  or  11  miles  hug  spurs  ;  then  er 
walled  lanes  for  a  mile.  Frequent  villages  on  both  sides.  About  14  miles  another  era! 
garden  and  very  large  orchard.  Kukrasha,  2  ^  miles,  on  right  of  slope  of  is  ■- 
tains ;  large  open  plain  on  left,  and  rocks  of  Shihi  Peninsula  prominent  to  W.  At 
•miles  lanes  again  ;  large  caravansarai  of  Armani,  and  villages  of  Kochanli  and  Ispsa 
Spurs  of  hill  here  run  down  to  road,  and  commence  to  be,  wherever  they  can  get  waar- 
mass  of  fruit  orchards.  Krom  this  point  pass  through  continual  orchards  and  large  «  !la 
of  Sirdan,  with  some  well-built  summer-houses  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tabriz.  AK-s* 
miles  cross  low  spurs,  whence  Tabriz  is  visible,  7  miles  ahead  ;  but  from  the  brown  at* 
the  houses,  and  want  of  any  prominent  buildings,  it  is  scarcely  distinguishable.  On  eprxcsv 
ing  it,  after  a  mile  of  orchards  and  narrow  lane,  reach  graveyard  immediately  beyond,  w 
a  lot  of  flags  hoisted  show  the  Foreign  Consulates ;  and  about  28  miles  enter  " — "" '  - 
way  andthe  European  quarter. 


08» 


Authority. — GbkarD. 


Appendix  No.  VI. 

Mosul  to  Ushnai. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DltlAVCI,  XV  UTLM9. 


Intense* 
diate. 


1.  B(7BTALA 

2.  KXLLBK 

3.  Ebzil 


4.    DUMWACH 


6.  Habash 


6.   KUBBAK 


7.  Rowahdtjz 

8.  JlFFULI 


•  •• 


9.  Ghuf6b       KhAk 
Kala. 

10.  Ubhkai 


Total. 


Description,  Be. 


15 
18 
22 


12 

18 

12 

11 
25 


28 


33 
66 

85 

97 

108 
133 


161 


168 


On  this  stage  cross  the  Zab,  150  yards  wide,  by 
ferry.    Only  a  few  boats  available. 

So  far,  the  country  is  rich  and  cultivated,  sup- 
plies obtainable,  and  no  difficulties  on  the  road. 

The  road  becomes  rough.    Supplies  and  fodder 
doubtful. 

Supplies  and  fodder  doubtful. 


A  most  difficult  pass  for  pack  aminals.  Has  to* 
be  crossed. 

Road  exceedingly  difficult.  The  ascent  of  thsr 
Sari  Rtid  is  impracticable  for  even  mount&Lu 
artillery. 

The  Kafohin  pass  (10,0000,  very  difficult,  has  to* 
be  crossed  on  this  march. 

Cross  the  Gadi, — a  f ordable  river. 


Authority.—*  BkIlbW. 


Appendix  No*  VII. 

SferlN  TO   BlEJAND. 


Stage  or  haienjrpkce. 


DlffUUTCB,  of  MIXM. 


Interme- 
diate. 


TotaL 


DesCTlptloii,  Ae. 


1.  WxsihAs 


Route.  N.  aeross  cornfields  to  a  canal  flow- 
ing in  a  high-banked  channel  about  8'  above 
the  level  of  the  hollow ;  thence  the  route  diverges 
N.E.  over  a  promontory  of  stiff  clay,  and 
Again  descends  to  the  hollow  of  the  old  and  dry  lake,  now  marshy  and  dotted  with  stagnant 
pools. 

Crossed  this  hollow  due  N.,  and  presently  came  to  the  great  Kuhak  canal  or  M adar-i-&b, 
about  60*  wide  and  8'  deep.  We  were  ferried  across  to  Rimak,  a  fortified  village  of 
12i  >  houses,  and,  passing  round  the  W.  side  of  Rimak,  between  it  and  a  collection  of  huts  out- 
side its  walls,  our  path  led  between  orchards  and  cornfields* 
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Appkndix  No.  VII — contJ. 
Sis  fan  to  Birjantf — contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


Dl8TAlTCI,  Of  MILES. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  te. 


The  comtry  around  is  an  undulating  sandy  plain,  here  and  there  thrown  into  ridge*   asi 
hillocks.     Ih  •  hollows  are  irrigated  and  covered  with  corn  crops. 


2.  NasibXbXd 


12 


19 


Route  N.  over  a  level  plain  of  «u»dr  • 
covered  with  cornfields.  In  If  hour*  w* 
tered  on  a  very  rough  uncultivated  trv 
and  beyond  this  we  parsed  some  village  mi 
and  then  a  dirty  little  hamlet  of  40  houses,  and  on  to  the  fort  of  Nasiral4d.  a  new 
erected  fort  surrounding  the  former  village  of  that  name.  It  is  the  residence  of  the  F«f>. 
governor  of  Sistan, 


3.  BanjIb 


6 


25 


Route  N.E.  over  a  jungle  tract  with  m  '* 
from  the  overflowing  of  canals.  The  whole  «■* 
this  march  was  water-logged  and  difficult,  i 
would  prove  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  moveit^iT  * 
troop  ;  and  by  their  canal  system  the  Persians  have  it  in  their  power  to  inundate  the  £rra*f 
portion  of  the  country,  and  thus  protect  it  from  invasion. 

Ban  jar  is  on  the  edge  of  a  great  sheet  of  water,  and  is  a  Kain  village  of  about  400  h«  uv 


4.  Buli 


••• 


32 


Route  N.  round  the  W.  side  of  Ban  jar.  a-n-* 
a  canal  on  to  a  wide  sheet  of  cornfield*.  h**T* 
the  path  turned  due  E.,  and  then  N.  After  <•».- 
hour  we  parsed  Dih  Afghan  on  our  right     Tf-  • 

is  a  square  fort  with  lookout  tower  and  loopholed  walls,  and  is  now  occupied   l»y   a  l'er*i*r 

garrison.     Route   hence  turned  N.  through   cornfields  to  Buli,  which  consists  of  tmo  villains 

close  to  each  other,  and  of  1(M>  houses  each. 

At  nbout  2  miles  from  enmp  commences  the  great  stretch  of  ruins  culled   Zahidan.     T***y 

extend  for  many  miles  N.E.   up  to  Jalalabad,   where  they  are  continuous   with   li***  U 

Dahshakh. 


6.  Silian 


••• 


28 


60 


Rindan,  and  to  the  left  that  of  Kala  Nao. 


Route  N.  by  E.  through  a  patch  of  corn- 
fields ;  then  across  a  rough  sandy  tract  to  a  cua 
now  dry  passed  en  route  through  the  ruin*  «if 
Kuhak,  leaving  away  to  the  right  the  village  *«f 
From  the  canal  across  a  slightly  raised  plain  *o 
the  Naizar,  where  it  narrows  between  the  wide  swamps  (now  dry)  of  the  lielmand  and  Farrab 
Rud  Hamuns.     Crossed  this  narrow  belt  of  bulrush  stump  in  Ik  hours  by  a  footpath. 

The  Naizar  has  been  dry  for  4  years.  Previous  to  that  it  was  under  water  to  a  depth  of 
3'  or  4'.  It  forms  the  northern  limit  of  Sistan  Proper,  and  separates  it  from  Hokal.  Tl* 
country  N.  of  the  Naizar  is  broken  into  small  tumuli  of  spongy  soil.  We  travelled  acn»» 
this  ina  N.  E.  direction,  and  came  to  the  ruins  of  Peshiwaran,  and  afterwards  the  mini 
of  Silian. 


6.  Lash 


18 


78 


Direct  route  due  N.  We  went  to  tee  tl» 
ruins  at  Kol  Marut,  and  from  thence  proceeded 
N.E.  along  the  highway  between  Hokal  ani 
Sistan,  and  in  2$  hours  arrived  at  Khairabad.  a 
poor  hamlet  of  20  houses.  Tlience  N.E.  over  a  "kertaM  gr*wn  tra«'t,  and,  diT»reirg 
from  the  river,  crossed  a  bar-*  tract  towards  a  high  coast  line  of  cliffs,  and,  then  turning  X. 
again  struck  the  river,  and  followed  its  course  to  the  Lash  .'uwnin  besin  of  the  Farrah  JJ*4 
passing  through  the  ruins  of  Luftin.     Time  from  Khairal  ad  2  hours  and  15  nmmte*. 

A  more  dreary,  yet  inha'  ited,  spot  than  this  is  not  often  met.     On  ever}-  side  ate  the  evid- 
ences of  ruin,  decay,  nnd  neglect,  of  anarchy  and  op]  ression. 

The  land  is  most  fertile,  and  abounds  in  excellent  r asture  for  cattle.     Fort  of  Juwmtn  i»  1 
miles  N.E.  from  Lash  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
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Appendix  No.  VII — eontd. 
Siskin  to  Birjand— contd. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlBTUrCl,  XV  MIL1B. 


Interme- 
diate. 


ToUl. 


Description,  Ac. 


7 


Panjdbh 


6 


84 


"Route  round  the  S.  and  W.  faces  of  the  Lash 
cliff ;  then  northwards  up  a  deep  pebbly  gully,  on 
to  the  promontory  of  which  the  Lash  cliff  is  the 
extremity.  Thenc »  again  down  to  the  riverbed, 
and,  turning  N.W.  along  the  alluvium,  pawed  some  caves ;  then  entering  on  a  wide,  well- 
eultivated  reach,  in  1  hour  and  20  minute*  camped  in  the  midst  of  ruins  close  to  the  fortified 
village  of  Panjdeh.  Eighty  houses  of  Ishakzai  Afghans  on  the  river  bank,  which  is  here 
very  low. 


8.  Kh<jshkrodXk 


16 


100 


Route  N.,  skirting  the  desert  cliffs  bounding  the 
L&sh-Jowain  basin  on  the  W.  In  1  hour  and 
35  minutes  we  struck  the  rivejr,  where  it  flows 
under  a  projecting  cliff.  Its  bed  here  is  very 
winding.  From  this  we  rose  on  to  the  desert,  and  proceeded  across  it  N.  W.,  and  in  two 
hours  reached  the  Khushkrodak  ravine,  into  which  we  descended  by  an  easy  path,  and,  pro- 
ceeding N.,  crossed  a  thready  stream,  and  in  lU  minutes  more  enc imped  near  a  patch  of 
*  kerta  '  grass.    Banks  high  and  of  stiff  clay. 

'1  he  desert  stretches  away  to  the  S.  and  W.  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach. 


9.  Kala  Kah  ...  15  115       Route  W.  for  a  short  distance  to  the  hi-xh  road 

from  Lash  ;  then  K.  by  W.  over  the  desert.     On 
approaching  camp,   we  passed  over  a  piece  of 
ground    flooded  by   a  broken   irrigation    canal, 
which  was  difficult  to  cross,  being  of  a  thick  mire. 

A  little  beyond  this  we  encamped  near  the  village  of  Pay  in   Kala.    Time  3  hours  and  35 
minutes. 

Kala   Kah  is  a  collection  of  villages  extending  over  several  miles.    No  water  on  this 
route. 


10.  HabUt  RUd 


15 


130 


Route  N.  W.  along  a  strip  of  green  cornfields 
to  the   village  and  fort  of  Jiirg.    The  former 
contains   5<>  or  f>«>  houses  of  Ishakzai    Afghans. 
Thenc »  by  a  slight  detour  to  the   hill  skirts  on 
right  male  for  the  Rearaicdn,  or  "  moving  Hands,"  a  couple  of  miles  ahead. 

13»yond  this  the  route  was  due  W.  over  a  wide  pasture  tract  overed  with  "num  "  and 
*  gb'ch  '  bushes,  which  stretches  away  to  the  X.  into  a  wide  bay  a  nongst  the  hills,  and  to  the 
S.  into  a  grcaf  level  flat,  which  towards  the  W.  is  bounded  by  a  range  of  hills.  In  3  hours 
wo  ca-ne  unto  this  range,  and.  parsing  through  a  small  ga*)  between  low  and  rocky  spurs,  drop- 
jkhI  graJuallv  down  to  the  valley  to  the  Harut  Kud.  This  is  a  wide  basin  covered  with  a 
thick  ta'uarisk  jungle. 

We  crossed  it  W.  bv  S.  bv  a  narrow  path,  and  in  45  minutes  came  to  the  bed  of  the  river, 
now  perfectly  dry,  and  encamped.  We  found  no  water  en  route  this  side  of  the  Regrauxin, 
but  obtained  a  sufficient  supply  by  digging  3'  or  4'. 

Ihe  Harut  Hud  here  has  very  low  banks,  and  its  bed  is  not  100  yards  wide,  whilst  the 
channel  of  main  stream  is  only  HO.  The  river  is  used  for  purposes  of  irrigation  in  Subzawar 
and  Anardara,  and  never  reaches  the  Sirftan  Hamlin. 


11.  Chah-i-Saoak  ... 


24 


154 


Route  W.  by  S.  across  the  Hartit  Rud,  and  over 
a  spongy  tract  and  through  a  belt  of  jungle.  At 
25  minutes  passed  a  wide  aud  shallow  water  run. 
Beyond  this,  turning  W.,  wc  entered  amongst  hills 
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running  N.  and  S.,  and  then  emerged  on  to  the  undulating  pasture  tract  of  Arwrta.  <S&#A 
this,  and  passing  through  a  gap  in  Reglnlb,  or  "  Sandy  Hill,"  entered  on  a  similar  pavturv 
tract  of  Dam  Dam,  and  crossing  it  halted  at  Ch£h-i-Dam  Dam,  where  is  a  shallow  well  of  dark 
coloured,  but  not  bad  tasting,  water. 

Proceeding,  we  passed  through  a  gap  in  the  Dam  Dam  bills,  and  dropped  on  to  •  wi4* 
and  very  long  plateau,  extending  N.  and  S.  between  parallel  range*  of  hill*.  This  is  the 
Dasht-i-Naumed  ;  it  extends  N.  up  to  the  latitude  of  Jflashhad,  and  constitutes  the  boundary 
between  Persia  and  Afghanistan. 

We  crossed  this  plain  in  1  hour  and  15  minutes  from  side  to  side  by  a  weH-beatn 
track.  It  extends,  however,  considerably  both  to  N.  and  S.  We  then  entered  a  holkv 
between  low  spurs,  and  encamped  at  Chah-i-Sagak.  Water  very  brackish  and  amraely 
drinkable. 

This  route  by  Chah-i-Sagak  was  the  ancient  highway  and  caravan  route  between 
and  India. 

The  Afghan  territory  in  this  direction  ends  here.    Alt.  1,200'. 


12.  Dfota 


2$ 


182 


Route  W.  between  low  ridges.  At  about  4 
miles  the  gully  widens  and  branches  off  betw>«9 
the  hills  to  the  N.  and  S. 


In  1  hour  and  15  minutes  reached  the  watershed  at  a  narrow  gap  (3,900*).  Descent  W 
a  narrow  stony  path  on  to  a  yellow  clay  strip  called  Lard-i-Zard,  and  on  it  are  two  «ta.'I 
pools  of  clear  water.  Further  on  the  path  descends  gradually  to  the  dry  bed  of  a  water-run 
called  Md-i-Ushtaran.  Followed  up  its  course  to  Gazgah,  and  a  little  beyond  turned  out  </ 
the  ravine  by  a  path  going  N.  W.  along  the  skirt  of  the  Majok  hills,  and  in  40  minute*  frra 
Gazgah,  and  1  hour  and  25  minutes  from  the  watershed-gap,  came  to  Garawez,  a  small  ape*  but. 
Hence  the  path  descends  to  the  dry  bed  of  the  Rtid-i-Mfl,  a  wide  shallow  water-run.  Fkt«*^.* 
ed  up  its  course  for  some  miles  ;  then,  crossing  a  low  ridge  on  left,  halted  in  a  little  hoik  « 
Proceeded  again  N.W.,  and  in  32  minutes  entered  a  circular  b*>in  through  a  very  roogh  sal 
stony  gap.  Crossed  this  lasin  in  i  an  hour,  and  entered  a  similar,  but  wider,  one  thmttrfc 
another  stony  gap.  Beyond  the  second  basin  we  descended  by  a  deep  ravine,  and  caw 
to  a  spring  issuing  from  a  reck.  It  is  situated  in  a  narrow  gorge.  Followed  the  cmr** 
of  the  stream  for  a  little  way ;  then,  turning  sharp  to  the  left,  passed  a  water-mill.  wvtt 
over  some  rough  ground,  and  in  20  minutes  from  the  spring  reached  Ddruh,  a  flouribtuu; 
village  of  300  houses. 


13.  HrjeiiNlBXD      ...  (         27  209  [     Route  W.  by  N.  across  the  Drtrdh  v*AV\ 

which  runs  from  N.  to  8.  in  a  great  sheet  of  jsr- 
ture  land.  In  4  hours,  on  rounding  the  end  ««.'  m 
low  spur,  we  came  to  Chah-i-Bannah,  ~  The  ~ 

chio  Tree  Well,"  at  the  entrance  to  a  defile  in  the  hills.    Water  excellent. 


Proceeded  up  the  defile  along  the  course  of  a  dry  torrent,  and  in  45  minutes 
Gudar-i-Mishan  pass,  the  watershed  between  the  Durnh  and  Husainibad  valleys.  Thea*e?rt 
is  winding,  but  not  steep  until  just  at  the  pass  (4,900').  The  path  is  mostly  along  it  - 
bed  of  a  narrow  ravine,  and  would  require  some  preparation  for  the  passage  of  gvna*  TV* 
descent  is  by  an  easy  path  to  the  wide  plateau  of  jEIosainibid,  where  is  a  neat  little  mm 
fort  with  a  bastion  at  each  angle.  Some  cultivation.  Large  herds  and  flecks  in  valley.  Jl) 
200  huts,  and  close  by  them  a  kartz  of  briny  water. 
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14.  SABBfsHA 


29 


238 


Route  N.W.  over  an  open  extensive  plateau 
covered  with  excellent  pasture,  on  whion  were 
some  llyat  camps  and  large  flocks  of  goats  and 
sheep.  In  3  hours  and  45  minutes  we  entered  a 
wide  gully  coming  down  from  the  hills  to  the  W.,  and,  passing  Home  low  heights  on  either 
«ide,  in  10  minutes  more  arrived  at  Ab-i-Gunda  Ktih.  Here  is  good  water  near  the  ruins  of 
a  former  post-house. 

From  this,  gradually  ascending  the  course  of  a  ravine,  we  rose  by  a  steep  and  narrow  path 
to  the  gap  or  pass  of  Gudar-i-Gunda  Kdh  (6,900').  For  wheeled  vehicles  the  road  would 
require  a  good  deal  of  making  and  some  blasting.  The  descent  id  easy,  and  by  a  good  path, 
down  to  the  Sarbfsha  plain. 

We  crossed  the  end  of  the  plateau,  and  in  1  hour  and  40  minutes  from  the  pass  arrived  at 
the  village  of  same  name.  It  contains  350  domed  hut*.  A  good  deal  of  corn  cultivation 
around  the  village.     Water  from  karez  streams,  and  abundant. 

The  plateau  of  Sarbisha  is  a  wide  plain  that  extends  in  gentle  undulations  N.  W.  as  far 
as  Birjand. 


15.  Kaxa  M6d 


22 


260 


Route  N.  W.  along  the  skirt  of  Sarbisha 
hill  on  our  left  (the  wide  plateau  on  our 
right). 

At  about  3  miles  i*  a  hollow  at  the  foot  of  the 
hills,  and  on  our  left  iB  a  spring  and  clump  of 
trees. 
At  about  2  hours  the  road  turns  W.,  and,  leaving  the  pliteau  to  the  right,  enters  an  open 
pi  ale  between  two  hills.  These  further  on  diverge  and  enclose  a  wide  baain  called  Hauz-i- 
Khan  Bayaban  from  an  dbambdr  of  that  name  in  its  centre.  We  reached  this  cistern  in 
2  hours  and  20  minutes  from  Sarbfsha. 

Proceeding  N.W.  from  the  dbambdr,  we  in  10  minutes  came  to  some  undulating  ridges, 
and  crossing  these  we  came  to  a  low  watershed.  The  descent  was  gradual  and  along  the  coarse 
of  a  rocky  ravine,  and  conducted  to  a  tract  of  downs.  Crossed  these  N.W.,  leaving  the  Bagh- 
rin  range  on  our  left,  and  the  Sarbisha  plateau  on  our  right 

Beyond  these  downs  we  turned  to  the  left  over  some  low  mounds,  and  descended  into  the 
JItid  valley,  reaching  camp  in  2  hours  and  25  minutes  from  Hauz  i-Khin  duambdr. 

Mnd  is  »  poor-looking  village  of  some  300  houses. 

16.  Bibjahd  ...  25  285        Route  W.  by  N.  down  the  slope  of  the  Mdd 

valley  by  a  well-beaten  tra:k.  Our  route  held 
a  course  parallel  to  some  ridges  to  the  right,  about 
a  mile  or  so  from  the  road. 

At  2  hours  and  65  minutes,  having  passed  en  route  two  dbambdr*  (the  first  dry),  we  halted 
at  a  third,  opposite  a  gap  in  a  ridge,  through  which  the  Mud  stream  runs  to  the  Sarbisha 
valley,  and  there  joins  another  ravine  that  passes  through  Birjand  and  drains  to  the  Khush 
river. 

Proceeding  from  the  dbambdr,  our  road,  still  skirting  the  range  of  low  hills  bounding  the 
valley  to  the  N.,  brought  us  in  43  minutes  to  Buj,  a  village  of  lOo  huts  ;  and  thence,  passing 
some  walled  gardens  and  cornfields,  in  20  minutes  more  to  Hajiabid.  Further  on,  skirting  a 
long  strip  of  cornfields,  we  came  to  an  dbambdr  (the  eighth  on  this  day's  march  from  Mud), 
ana,  passing  some  low  hillocks  on  our  right,  arrived  under  the  fort  of  Birjand. 

Birjand  is  an  open  town  of  2,500  houses,  and  is  the  capital  of  the  Kain  district 
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1.  Sangbast 


Road  starting  from  the  TC.W.  or  ¥a!ik 
18  ...  gate  of  Herat,  runs  about  due  W.  annas  the 
plain  that  slopes  from  the  f «ot  of  the  fkhwa;s> 
Mulla  range,  which  bound*  the  Herat  valley  t» 
the  N.,  to  the  right  hank  of  the  Hari-Rud.  To  the  left  of  the  road  at  first  a  dense  mae* 
of  villages  and  enclosed  gardens  stretches  sonthward  for  some  3  miles  to  the  rirerkank. 
These,  however,  grow  fewer  and  fewer,  and  disappear  altogether  as  Sangbast  is  apprnar**-! 
To  the  right  of  the  road  the  plain  to  the  foot  of  the  Khwaja  Mulla  rangi*  (2  mile*  ds»fact) 
is  perfectly  open.  At  Sangbast  the  N.E.  extremity  of  the  Ih&shakh  range,  wl.*rs 
bounds  the  valley  of  the  Hari-Rud  to  the  south  of  the  Zindajan  and  Ghorian,  abuts  <m  tr-» 
left  bank  of  that  river,  and  narrows  its  valley  to  a  breadth  of  about  4  miles.  It  ha*H*n 
proposed  to  construct  an  entrenched  camp,  closing  this  approach  to  Herat.  Sangbast  u  a 
fortified  village  with  some  cultivation. 


2.  SniKiwiN 
Mamizak, 


West  of  Sangbast  the  Hari-Rtid   valley  widens 
and  9  27    out,  the  Duxhakh  range  trending  to  the  S.  W..  wh»  * 

the  Khwaja  Mulla  range  to  the  north  menr.  ♦ 
into  the  gravelly  undulating  barren  plaf'ta, 
some  20  miles  in  breadth,  which  slopes  from  the  foot  of  the  Paropamisus  to  the  edge  of  t*# 
cultivated  strip  of  land  (varying  from  2  to  6  miles  in  breadth)  that  borders  the  rinht  bank  »•£ 
the  Hari-Rud  from  Shikiwan  to  Shabash.  The  road  follows  more  or  less  closely  fh%*  «**uth<»rn 
edge  of  the  above-mentioned  plateau  as  far  as  Tirpul.  Between  Sangbast  and  Shiktwaa  tb» 
road  traverses' a  mere  barren  plain,  crossing  the  San jan  stream,  which  here  flows  itttt»t*a 
Hari-Kud  from  the  north.  The  combined  villages,  forts,  and  enclosed  gardens  of  Shikiwan 
and  Mamizak  extend  for  about  2  miles  south-eastward  from  the  nal  towards  the  Han- 
End.  From  Shikiwan  westward  to  Shabash  the  land  between  the  road  and  the  river  it 
almost  all  under  cultivation,  and  much  cut  up  br  irrigation  channels  of  varying  width  and 
depth.  Opposite  nearly  to  Mamizak,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Hari-Hud,  lies  the  large  villas* 
of  Zindajin,  with  barren  gravelly  slopes  stretching  east  and  south  of  it  for  10  or  13  aulas 
to  the  foot  of  the  Duskakh  mountains. 


3.  Bauzakae 


About  9 \  miles  from  Mamizak  the  road 
18  46    a  covered  tank,  which,  in  spring  and  early  tutr- 

mer,  is  full  of  good  water.  Country  on  right 
bank  of  river  as  described  above.  Left  bank, 
between  Zindajan  and  Ghorian,  which  lies  some  8  miles  south  of  Rauzanak,  is  well  culrirated, 
much  intersected  by  irrigation  channels,  and  studded  with  villages,*  walled  garden*.  Ac. 
The  village  of  Rauzanak  is  situated  about  \  mile  to  the  left  on  the  south  of  the  r»*ad.  aM 
about  2  milea  north  of  the  river.  Between  Mamizak  and  Kauzanak  lie  two,  if  not  move,  vil- 
lages near  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 


4  ShaBash 


»•• 


8 


53 


From  Rauzanak  road  runs  W.  byX.  to 
Shabash,  skirting  edge  of  plateau  to  right,  mad 
to  left  the  cultivated  fields  that  extend  to  the 
river's  bank,  which  is  2  to  3  milea  distant.  Then 
are  several  villages  close  to  the  river  between  Rauzanak  and  Shabash.  As  the  latter  is 
approached,  the  arable  land  near  the  river  gives  place  to  poplar  and  tamarisk  jungle,  about  1 
mile  in  breadth.  Opposite  Shabash  the  northerly  spun  of  the  Sang-i-Dukhtar  range  approach 
close  to  the  left  or  southern  bank  of  the  Hari-Rud,  narrowing  its  valley  to  a  breadth  of  »m»*i 
2  miles.  The  plateau  to  the  north  here  recedes  northward  about  a  mile.  The  fWtiiitd 
village  of  Shabash  stands  on  a  slight  eminence,  and  might  be  made  the  key  of  a  fttxoog 


•  Zaagi  Sawar  sad  others. 
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defenaire  position  commanding  the  passage  of  the  valley.  The  spurs  of  the  Sang-i-Dukhtar 
commanding  it  are  distant  fully  \\  mile3  to  the  S.W.,  a  dense  jungle  intervening.  This 
jungle  extends  almost  uninterrupted  from  Shabash  to  the  point  just  beyond  Kuhsan, 
where  the  river  hends  to  the  N.  It  is  from  this  tract  alone  that  a  plentiful  supply  of  fuel 
can  be  obtained. 


6.  TlMXCL  (bridge)  ...  |  9  62  Road  runs     N.  by    W.  from  Shabash     to 

Tirpul  valley,  narrowing  gradually  until  at  Tir- 
pul it  is  harcly  £  mile  broad.  Riverbed  over- 
grown with  popular  and  tamarisk  jungle,  which 
is  annually  liable  to  raundat:on  from  March  to  July.  The  high  ground  on  either  side  here 
approaches  olose  to  the  banks  of  the  river.  About  2  miles  from  Tirpul  the  river,  taking  a 
bend  northward,  has  eaten  away  it*  right  hank  up  to  the  very  foot  of  the  low  outlying 
spars  of  the  plateau.  This  has  necessitated  the  road  being  carried  across  the  spurs,  while 
lew  irrigation  channels  (  for  the  Kuhxtin  cultivation)  have  had  to  be  out  or  tunnelled 
through  them.  With  the  exception  of  this  one  place,  the  road  from  Herat  to  Tirpul  is  perfectly 
practicable  for  all  arms,  and  for  wheeled  transport.  Even  here  a  Pioneer  battalion  would 
smooth  away  all  difficulties  in  a  few  hours.  About  3  miles  east  of  Tirpul  a  track  branches 
straight  across  the  plateau,  and  rejoins  the  hii*h  road  to  Kulisdn,  about  2  miles  west  of  Tirpul. 
This  is  a  short  cut,  and  practicable  for  anything  but  wheeled  vehicles.  Old  brick  earavansarai. 
here,  such  as  is  formed  every  8  or  10  mil^s  on  the  high  road  from  Herat  to  Mash  had.  Level 
ground  on  right  bank  cultivated.  On  left  bank  high  spurs  overhang  the  river  and  approach 
within  20  yards  of  the  bridge. 

From  Tirpul  main  road  runs  to  Kuhsan  ( 6  miles  distant),  a  large  village*  on  right 
bank  standing  in  a  large  open  cultivated  plain  intersected  by  several  deep  and  broad 
irrigation  channels.  A  few  miles  beyond  Kuhsan  road  crosses  Hari-Kud  by  an  easy  ford. 
In  the  floods,  however,  which  last  from  about  1st  March  to  the  middle  or  end  of  July,  the 
Hari-Rud  is  funfordable,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  at  any  point  between  Herat  ani  Sarakhs 
The  Pul-i-Khattin  bridge  is  a  ruin.  Hence  the  importance  of  t lie  bridge  at  Tirpul  as  the 
one  and  only  means  of  communication  between  the  right  and  It  ft  banks  of  the  Hari-Rud  for 
4  or  5  months  in  the  year. 

There  is  no  great  difficulty  in  taking  infantry,  cavalry,  pack  transport,  and  mule  artillery 
•ci  oss  the  Tirpul  bridge  despite  the  extreme  unevenncss  of  the  roadway,  wh'ch  in  fact  is 
ahxrast  entiiely  destroyed.  So  dilapidated,  however,  are  several  of  the  arches,  that  an  attempt 
to  take  over  guns  or  wagons  might  cause  them  to  give  way.  The  approaches  to  the  bridge 
on  either  bank  are  several  feet  deep  in  water  in  t  he  Hood  season,  and  a  raised  roadway,  if 
constructed  to  remedy  this  defect,  may  be  at  any  moment  carried  away.  The  rotidway  of 
earth,  stones,  and  tamarisk  boughs  made  in  March  1885  for  the  passage  of  the  Afghan 
]  boundary  Commission  was  carried  «way  several  time*.  On  the  left  bank  the  road  from  tie 
bridge,  both  that  leading  eastward  towards  Ghorian.  and  that  leading  westward  towards 
Kafir  Kala,  is  a  mere  rough  narrow  track,  barely  practicable  for  pack  transport  for  the  first 
i  or  i  of  a  mile.  To  render  these  approaches  to  the  bridge  practicable  for  wheeled  artillery 
would  require  time.  A  fore  of  infantry  and  guns  could  hold  this  bridge  at  least  for  a  time 
effectively  either  from  the  left  or  right  bank. 

For  i  mile  west  of  Tirpul  valley  of  Hari-Rud  confined.  High  ground  on  either  side  then 
recedes,  leaving  on  the  rignt  bank  the  spacious  cultivated  plain  of  Kuhsan,  and  on  the  left 
barren  ttony  slopes  stretching  upwards  trom  the  thickly  wooded  bed  of  the  river  to  the  foot 
of  the  8ang-i-Dukhtar  range.  The  road  from  Tirpul  vid  Kuhsan  to  Kafir  Kala  is  practic- 
able for  all  arms,  and  likewise  the  road  along  the  left  bank,  except,  as  above  mentioned,  in  the 


•  It  is  a  straggling  collection  of  houses  and  walled  fields  nnd  gardens  grouped  round  a  hi. all  fort. 

t  On  10th  June  1885  it  was  reported  nnfordable.  My  guide  mentioned  u  possible  ford  near  Kohaan,  but  said 
water  was  then  34  to  4  feet  dt*p.  About  this  time  Captain  Peacock  forded  the  rirer  mar  Ziudajau  with  his  baggage 
on  camels,  but  at  considerable  risk. 

8S 
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DlVSAMOM,  IS  MILI8. 
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Vicinity  of  the  bridge.  Country  on  left  bank  as  far  as  Kafir  Eala  waterless  and  one  t> 
rated.  This  latter  route  is  used  during  the  flood  season,  while  the  Kuhaan  route,  whicb  ■ 
believed  to  be  rather  the  shorter,  is  generally  used  during  the  rest  of  the  year,  when  the  rr«r 
is  fordable  almost  anywhere.  Kafir  Kalah  lies  W.  by  N.  of  Tirpul.  The  low  plain  ex- 
tending from  the  Hari-Rud  to  Kafir  Kalah  is  in  the  dry  season  heavy  with  sand  aad  fn*i  « 
soil,  which  during  the  rains  becomes  absolutely  impassable  even  for  a  horseman,  so  deep  i*  u  e 
mud.  The  road  then  from  Tirpul  to  Kariz  makes  a  detour  to  the  south  along  the  lower  tk-" « 
of  the  Sang  i-I)ukhtar  range.  About  7  miles  W.  of  Tirpul  the  Hari-Rud  curve*  oart&w*r- 
towards  Toman  Aga. 


6.  KIfzb  Kaijl 


Between  5th  Mav  and  2oth  June  '. 


12  74    1     The  fort  at  Kafir  Kala  is  a  m**e  moral    i 

debris.     The  caravan sarai  affords  aceomin«*i*ri  c 
for  the  Afghan  outpost.    A  covered  tank,  fil i«\i  *:► 
nually  in  tlie  rains,  constitutes  their  water-so^**  r 
885  the  water  in  the  tank  decreased  from  3  to  4  feet.     Ls*-r 
on  it  probably  becomes  dry.    No  force  of  any  size  could  ever  depend  on  it  for  water.     As  a  ru*  , 
a  force  would  have  to  march  straight  from  the  bank  of  the  Hari-Rdd,  opposite  KaK«un.  * 
Karez  (about  22  miles  vid  Kafir  Kala,  and  28  miles  by  the  wet-weather  route  above-men*  j-»t    1 
On  this  latter  route  possibly  water  may  be  found  at  some  intermediate  point).    The  ?pn»    t.- 
plain  round  Kafir  Kabt  is  now  absolutely  uncultivated.    Under  stable  government,  and  by  •*. « 
construction  of  reservoirs,  irrigation  channels,  nnd  drains,  it  should  become  very   jHtJcit".* 
Heat  here  in  summer  very  great.    The  Jam   valley  here  is  about  30  niile*  broad,  b-=.-.r 
bounded  to   the    N  by  the  Jam  range  (which  the  Hari-Rud  flowing   northward  dh . '.  • 
from  the  so-called  Paropamisus),  and  to  the  south  by  the  Sivah-Pushta    and  Shur£b(Afa..  -t 
Shorao)  hills,  between  whi  ;h  is  the  Darband-i-Shurab,  a  denle  through  which  the  Turk  ai-.   - 
formerly  used  to  pass  on  their  raids  to  Khaf.  Gborian,  Birjand,  Kain,  SabzawAr,  Siv.ia,  «i 
This  Darband  is  about  10  miles  south  of  Kafir  Kala.    There  is  probably  water  there. 

From  Kafir  Kala  road  to  Karez    (direction  W.  by  K.)  crosses    broad  uncultivated   p\  ~ 
annually  inundated  and  liable  to  be  impassable  from   March  to  end  of  April.    At  S  l' 
pass  ruined    caravar.f-arai  and  tank  of   Dugharu,   whence   road   branches  to  old  fort 
Taiahad,  which  lies  4  or  o  miles  south  of  Kariz.     At  12  miles  pass  another  ruined   :--.». 
2  miles  to  right  of  road,  and  parallel  to  it  line  of  deserted  buildings,  6  or  7  miles  long,  nctx-- 


7.  Kabiz  ...  18  92       Kariz  consists  of  a  fort  with  honae*.  p*H*r . 

&c,  in  scattered  groups  around  it.  E*tinu--: 
population  150  families.  Area  under  cultivate  — 
— at  present  4  or  5  square  mil»*s,  formerly  la*^  " 

Water  good  and  abundant  from  Kariz.    Old  fort  commands  new  one.    Supplies  prwun 

This  in  the  Persian  frontier  post  with  a  resident  district  governor.     There  is  also  a  det*.-:- 

inent  of  Persian  troops  at  Muhsinabad. 

Direction  of  road   to  Muhsinabad  N.W.    At  1  mile  road  crosses  irrigation  channel    A* 
2  miles  road  forks  to  the  left,  being  the  direct  road  to  Turbat,  and  to  the  right  that  to  Mu>  *4. 
a  bad.    The  former  at  the  6th  mile  crosses  a  low  spur  with  steep  gradient,   and  bemnd   f  _: 
the  beds  of  two  streams,  which  in  May  were  full  of  water,  but  in  June  were  perfectly  *Irj 
This  route  leaves  Muhsioabad  about  1 J  miles  to  the  right. 


8.   MUHSfKABAD 


99 


Muhsinabad  is  a  small  walled  village  of  1>>* 
or  200  families.  Inhabitants  mostly  Htdir»i 
under  Yusuf  Khan,  Beglerbegi.  Water  gtctl  m  J 
very  plentiful    from    two    tort*.     Large 
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DlSTAVCB,  UT   XIUS. 
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under  cultivation.    From  Muhstnabad  there  is  a  road  southward  to  Shahr-i-Nau,  the  chief 
own  of  the  Bakharz  district.     From  Shahr-i-Nau  there  is  a  direct  road  to  Faraiman. 

The  branch  road  bj  Muhsfnibad  rejoins  the  main  road  from  Kariz  to  Turbat,  about  2£ 
miles  N.W.  of  Muhsfnabad.  Jam  valley,  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Turbat,  a  barren, 
gravelly  scrub-covered  plain.  Direction  of  road  to  Turbat  N.W.  by  N.  At  8  miles 
are  the  deserted  forts  and  caravansarai  of  Abbaaabdd.  A  well  hard  by  supplies  a  little 
brackish  water,  which  in  summer  becomes  too  salt  for  human  consumption.  Water  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Rud-i-Rawask,  4  or  5  miles  distant  to  the  S.E.,  probably  the  same 
stream  whence  water  is  drawn  for  irrigating  the  Muhsinabad  lands.  Fourteen  miles  N.W.  of 
Abbasab&d  the  Turbat  cultivation  is  reached.  There  is  no  water  between  Muhsinabad  and 
Turbat,  except  perhaps  after  heavy  rain. 


9.  Tubbat-i-Shaikh 

JiM. 


plentiful ;  good  grazing.     Jam  valley  h»re 


25  124  Turbat  is  a  township  (Kasha  in  Persian)  of 

perhaps  300  or  400  families,  the  chief  town  of 
the  Jain  district,  and  head-quarters  of  the  district 
governor.  Water  good  and  abundant.*  Supplies 
about  25  miles  broad.  Bed  of  Jam  river  some  3 
miles  N.  of  Turbat.  Course  of  river,  according  to  native  information,  is  as  follows:— 
Kiaingt  to  the  N.  of  Khairabad  (about  30  miles  N.W.  of  Turbat),  it  irrigates  the  cul- 
tivation of  Khairabad,  Langar,  Mahmadabad,  Kala-i-Nau,  Turbat,  Kadirabnd,  and  Hasan- 
at'dd.  Thin  exhausts  it  temporarily,  but  a  few  miles  E.  of  Hasanabad  it  is  replenished  from 
new  springs,  and  finally  flows  into  the  Hari-Rud.  Hasanabad  is  a  Jamshidi  village  3  or  4 
miles  E.  and  Kadirabad  a  village  about  5  miles  N.  of  Turbat.  Village  of  Bizd  is  12 
miles  S.W.  It  may  be  noted  that  the  numerous  torrent-beds  crossed  by  the  road  from 
Kariz  to  Mashhad  are,  though  dry  or  almost  dry  ordinarily,  often  impassable  in  March  and 
April. 

There  are  two  roads  out  of  Turbat —one  f roin  the  north,  and  the  other  from  the  south  side 
of  the  town.  They  meet  about  2}  miles  W.  of  the  town.  Road  for  first  4  miles  bordered 
on  right  by  broad  irrigation  channel  and  cultivated  land.  There  are  two  roads  to  Khairabad 
from  Turbat.  The  more  southerly  of  the  two  is  the  wet-weather  road,  and  pusses  through 
do  cultivation.  I  followed  it  on  my  journey  to  and  from  Mashhad  in  April  last.  The  other 
road  runs  N.W.  to  Kala-i-Nau  (12  miles),  a  Tillage  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Jam  river.  At  the  8th  mile  the  road  enters  the  Kala-i-Nau  cultivation.  Road  muddy 
and  slippery  from  irrigation  overflows.  From  Kalah-i-Nau  to  Langar  is  4  miles,  road 
running  about  due  W.,  and  following  right  bank  of  river  for  the  fiist  half  of  the  distance. 
Land  mostly  under  cultivation. 


10.  Lang  as  ...  16  140       Langar  is  now  but  a  small  village.     Extensive 

ruins  all  round  it.  Mahmudabad,  a  large  walled 
village,  built  50  years  ago,  lies  \\  miles  N. 
of  Langar.  The  tract  of  conntiy  between  Tur* 
bat  and  Karez-i-Nau  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  in  the  Jam  district,  and  no  portion  of  it 
is  more  widely  cultivated  than  that  around  Langar,  Mahmudabad,  Kala-i-Nau,  and  the 
other  Tillages  in  their  vicinity.  The  river,  together  with  numerous  karezes  and  streams, 
flowing  from  the  mountain  range  to  the  £.,  supplies  abundant  water  for  irrigation. 
Excellent  grazing.  Supplies  abundant.  Jam  valley  here  about  30  miles  broad,  but  near 
Khairabad  and  Karez-i-Nau  narrows  to  a  breadth  of  about  20  miles.  Mountain  peaks  to 
N.  and  8.  of  Langar  known  respectively  as  Kuh-i-Dal  and  Kiih-i-Bardu. 


•  There  are  several  flonr-mllle  worked  by  water-power .    Cultivation  extends  2  to  3  milee  on  every  eid  of  town. 

♦  The  watershed  between  the  Jam  and  Masbhad  relieve  is  the  range  of  hills  bttween  Faraiman  and  8angbaet 
near  the  Dahana-i-Chah»i-Bahadur.    All  drainage  S.  and  E.  of  that  flows  into  the  Jam  river. 
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11.  KhaibIbad 


13 


Description,  Ac. 


153 


Direction  of  road  to  Khairabid  W.    by    S 
For    first    milo   or  two  after   tearing   La/rri.- 
cultivation  on  both  aides  of  road*     BeyoaJ  * 
country  quite  barren.     Khairabad    is    a    ci  * 
fortified  village  of  some  30  or  40  families,  graziers  and  cultivators.    Some  miles  to  * 
6.  of  it,  on  the  slopes  of  the  Kuh-i-Barduli,  fire  village*,  four  of  which   are  camti,    - 
succession  from  E.    to  W.,    Abdulabad,   Bardu,   Duzina  and    Kalata.     Lower  tA^e* 
B*rdu  range  all  cultivated.     Water  plentiful,  and  most  excellent  from  mountain   Ktrv-j' 
Arcka  (juniper)  and  khinjak  trees  grow  in  profusion  on  these  mountains,  and  furnish  g  -■. 
fuel. 


12.  Karbz-i-Natj 


••• 


and  Kalandarabad  to  landman. 


160       Direction  of  road  to  Karez-i-Nau      N.  by  T? 
approaching   mountain  range  to  the  S»    Fr  - 
Rhairabad  there  is  another  read  running  thr  -  r 
the  villages  of  AbduJaoad,  Bardti,  Kat.i.sa^~  .    * 
At  Karez-i-Nau  small  fort  inhabited  by    tome    40  u:  "i 
families  of  cultivators  and  graziers.     Wheat,  barley,  opium,  &c ,  cultivation.     YYat#r  exc 
lent  from  karez,  but  quantity  said  to  vary  annually,  being  dependent  on  rainfall.     N<« 
karez  being  made. 


13.  Hasanabad     and  12£         172J       Direction  of  road  to  Hasanabad  and  1T»|»«.frt_- 

KalandababAd.  abad  N.W.    From   3rd  to  8th  niil*  road  c— 

es  a  succession  of  low   spurs    thrown    ovt   ;r  - 
J  Bardu  range.  No  step  gradients  but  rather  «*•-   . 
These  two  villages  lie  about  1£  miles  to  the  S.  of    the  main    road.     Water  and  taw    *• 
plies  procurable.     Fort,  called  Kala-i-Kft-i-Shamshir,  E.  of  Hasanabad.    Cultivation  ex:  c    • 
westward  of  Kalandarabad  for  3  or  4  miles  to  the  vicinity  of  a  ruined  curavansarat  and  l*ok  • 
the  main  road  to  Faraiman.      Just  beyond   Kalandarabad    road  crosses  several  goul-*  *- 
streams  of  water  flowing  to  irrigate  cultivation  to  M.  of  road.     From  the  caravan»*rai  ate  %r 
mentioned  to  within  2  miles  of  Faraiman  no  cultivation. 


14.  FabaimIn 


flour-mills  worked  by 


water-power.    The 


14J  187        Faraiman,  good-sized  village  of  densely-;*-* 

mud  houses,  surrounded  by  a  low  tumbT?**!  •  r 
wall,  and  what  was  once  a  moat,    ItoodVncv    :  i 
sub-governor.  Water  good  and  abundant.  S*v*-. 

Band-i-Faraiman,  distant  8  or  10  miles  to:t.  • 

of  the  village,  and  which  formerly  collected  a  large  body  of  water  for  irrigation  purposes,  :«-.--■ 
in  a  state  of  disrepair.  Area  under  cultivation  around  village  from  15  to  2c )  squn  u.  -  % 
Supplies  procurable.  The  road  from  Faraiman  to  Shahr-t-Nau  runs  southward,  and,  pa.-  -  ^ 
to  the  E.  of  the  Band-i- Faraiman,  crosses  the  mountain  range  then  called  ££h-i*K_  * 
Alinar  by  the  Dahana-i-Kala-Minar.  There  is  also  a  road  across  this  pass  direct  £rt:_ 
Hasanabad  and  Kalandarabad. 

Direction  of  road  from  Faraiman  to  Sangbast  N.  by  W.  for  first  5  miles.    About  15  rcf.  "•  * 
S.  and  parallel  to  road,  runs  the  mountain  range  termed  Ktih-i-Sar-UJam.    At  its  f  .  *  ' 
numerous  forts,  villages,  gardens.  Cultivated  fields,  &c,  as  far  as  the  large  village*  of  Ka-a. 
gird,  which  lies  some  15  to  20  miles  W.  by  N.  of  Faraiman.    Overhanging  tb*  villag?  -  * 
Farahgird  stands  a  fort  strongly  situated  on  a  commanding  heigb.    This  fort  can  also  b*  »  r 
from  Husainabad,  10  miles  N.W.  of  Faraiman.    Farahgird  lies  some  10  or  12  mile*  t»  xhs  Isf- 
of  the  road  to  Sangbast.    At  5  miles  the  road  winds  round  the  extremity  of  a  spur  Umw*   - 
from  the  range  of  hills  to  the  N.    At  5$  miles  a  covered-in   spring  of   good 


•  The  pbdn  extending  frm  ttoihgird  to  FirafanAii  to 
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Ch&h-i -Bahadur  Khan  is  paused.  The  Dahana-i-Chah-i-Bah&dnr  Khan,  at  the  very  easy  pass 
Among  the  low  hills  is  called,  extends  from  6th  to  8th  mile.  The  road  mostly  follows  the 
course  of  a  torrent  bed  (direction  N.N.W.),  and  during  rain  is  with  difficulty  passable.  Beyond 
the  pass  road  crosses  a  few  low  spurs  (no  steep  gradients)  to  the  deserted  fort  of  Husain&bid 
(10  miles).  Seven  years  ago  Merv  Tekes  carried  off  people,  flocks  and  all ;  and  since  that  karez 
has  become  choked.  Hence  road  runs  N.  by  W.  across  plain.  At  12th  mile  deserted 
fort  of  Faizabad  passed  to  right.  At  21st  mile  old  caravansarai  of  Sangbast  comes  in  sight, 
and  immediately  after  road  crosses  the  karez  that  irrigates  the  Sangbast  cultivation,  and  then 
turns  up  to  the  right  over  a  low  ridge.  Here  village  of  Sangbast,  distant  1  mile  to  the  N.E., 
c  >mes  in  sight.  The  direct  road  to  Mash  bad  continues  straight  on  past  caravansaraij  crossing 
several  torrent  beds,  often  impassable  in  rainy  season. 


15.  Savobast 


23 


210  1  Sangbast  is  a  large  fortified  village  with  high 
walls  and  a  moat.  Walls,  though,  it  is  said, 
constructed  barely  20  years  ago,  show  signs 
of  decay.  Ruins  of  the  old  fort  and  village, 
some  250x150  yards  in  extent,  lie  close  to  and  N.E.  of  the  new  one.  Water  good  and 
plentiful.  Some  cultivation,  gardens,  &c,  around  fort.  From  here  a  road  runs  eastward  to 
Shabun-i-Garmab,  hot  springs  celebrated  for  their  medicinal  properties,  and  another  road 
northward  to  the  valley  of  the  Kashaf-md,  which,  eastward  from  Mashhad,  is  both  populous 
and  highly  cultivated. 

The  road  from  Sangbast  towards  Mashhad  runs  W.  for  a  mile  over  rugged  ground ; 
then  joining  main  road  runs  N.  by  W.,  crossing  a  succession  of  low  spurs  and  torrent 
beds,  to  the  Kuh-i-Khwaja  (12  miles),  which  is  distinguishable  in  the  distance  by  the  isolated 
rocky  eminence  surmounted  by  a  water-tower  that  forms  its  northernmost  extremity.  For 
6  miles  (from  Sangbast)  road  follows  foot  of  hills  to  S.W.,  and  traverses  barren  coun- 
try. At  6  miles  reaches  Baz-i-Hauz  alias  Baz- Attar.  Gradients  in  places  steep,  and  banks 
of  ndtas  require  levelling  and  ramping  for  wheeled  vehicles.  Water  good  and  plentiful  at 
Baz-i-Hauz.  From  this  point,  up  to  the  walls  of  Mashhad,  there  is  one  continuous  stretch  of 
cultivation  on  both  sides  of  road.  The  cultivation  is  partly  daima  (dependent  solely  on  rain) 
and  kkdlUa  (irrigated).  Wheat,  barley,  melons,  and  cucumbers  mostly  grown.  At 
9  miles  pass  a  hauz  full  of  water,  and  3  miles  to  the  right  of  the  hauz  fort  of  Gimababad. 
North-eastwards  from  the  Kuh-i-Khwaja  stretches  the  L)asht-i-Hauz-i-Khushk,  as  far  as  low 
range  of  hills  running  N.E.  and  S.W.  Beyond  this  range  of  hills  lies  the  Kashaf-Rud 
valley,  access  to  which  is  obtained  by  the  Dahana-i-Taugal-Shur.  Beyond  the  Kashaf-Rud 
is  seen  the  lofty  mountain  range  of  Tawat-Kuh.  The  read  to  Mashhad  passes  between  the 
N.E.  extremity  of  the  Kuh-i-Khwaja,  and  the  isolated  rocky  eminence  above-mentioned. 


10.  Ttjbujlk 


••• 


17 


227 


Beyond  this  stretches  the  broad  cultivated  plain 
of  Turukh  northwards  towards  Mashhad, 
and  N.W.  to  the  Kashaf-Rud,  10  or  12  miles 
distant.  Across  this  plain,  and  for  first  1 J  miles, 
crossing  a  succession  of  low  spurs  at  the  foot  of  the  Kuh-i-Khwaja,  which  at  a  distance  of  from 
2  to  3  miles  runs  parallel  to  the  road  almost  as  far  as  Mashhad,  the  road  takes  a  north- 
westerly direction.  At  17  miles  (from  Sangbast)  village  of  Turukh  is  passed  }  mile  to 
right,  and  to  left  building  known  as  Aiwan-Turakh  and  several  water-mills.  Water  here 
gtnod  and  plentiful  while  distant  some  10  or  12  miles  by  N.W.  are  seen  the  avenue  and  fort  of 
Khiyaban,  and  N.  by  £.  bv  the  fortified  villages  of  Hasanab&d  and  Dasht-Girdun.  Beyond 
the  Kashaf-Rdd  again  to  the  N.  are  seen  the  HazaVa  villages  of  Kana-Gusha. 

Four  miles  from  Turukh  is  Kala-i-Askiriya  to  the  left  of  the  road.  Here  the  trees  of  the 
Khivabaa  avenue  are  distant  2  miles  to  right  of  road.  The  Sarakhs  road,  leaving  Mashhad 
by  the  Pa'in.Khivaben  gate,  runs  parallel  to  this  avenue.  Seven  miles  from  Turukh  outskirts 
of  Mashhad  reached.  City  may  be  entered  either  by  ldga*h  (south-eastern)  ox  Ptfn-Khiyabaii 
(eastern)  gate. 
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17.  Mashhad 


defence  against  European  troops. 


234. 


The  city  of  Mashhad  is  rectangular.  *aJ  wcr- 
ronnded  by  a  wall  and  moat.  The  fortitica^it* 
are  quite  inadequate  to  resist  modern  araUrrr. 
In  fact  the  place  is  barely  capable  of  a  <by'« 
The  eastern  and  western  walls  are  a  rout  1}  miles,  a&j  :•- 
northern  and  southern  about  f  mile  in  length.  The  gates  are  :  In  the  N.  face  3'asfiti, 
in  the  W.  Bald-Khiyabdn,  in  the  £.  Tah  or  Fdin-Khiyabdn,  S.W.  Sami.  > 
Ark  (citadel  gate),  and  S.E.  Idgdh.  The  Bdld-Khiyabdn  and  Tdh  Khiyabd*  gate*  «r* 
connected  by  a  fine  street  30  yards  broad,  down  the  centre  of  which  flowi  a«cp*«s* 
stream  of  water,  the  banks  bordered  with  fine  chinar,  willow,  poplar,  and  other  trees.  Thi«  _• 
the  only  good  street  in  Mashhad.  The  stream  in  it  is  drawn  off  from  the  Ka*hmf-K*J 
several  miles  N.E.  of  Mashtiad,  and,  after  leaving  the  city  by  the  Tah-Kniyahia  y*t». 
flows  8  miles  W.  to  the  Kala-i-Khiyaban,  to  which  also  the  avenue  extends.  A", 
other  thoroughfares  in  Mashhad  are  narrow, cobbled,  and  often  dirty  muddy  lanes.  Ifoa*-* 
generally  closely  packed.  The  great  mosque  and  "  bast "  (sanctuary)  is  in  tS> 
S.E.  quarter.  The  citadel  so  called,  bat  as  incapable  of  defence  as  the  W.  of  the  ri:r. 
lies  adjacent  to  the  centre  of  the  southern  wall.  In  it  are  the  governor's  palace,  arser^^ 
infantry,  and  artillery  barracks,  and  artillery  gun-sheds  and  workshops.  The  main  o«i 
to  Tihran  vid  Nishabur*  runs  about  due  S.  from  Mashhad  until  it  rounds  the  ea*t--r-a 
extremity  of  the  lofty  range  of  mountains  intervening  between  Mashhad  and  Kis2uar«ir. 
There  is  a  rough  mule  track  to  Nishabur  over  the  mountains.  On  the  S.  side  of  the  a*r 
there  are  no  walled  gardens  or  other  cover  within  rifle  shot  of  city,  and  on  th*  V\ . 
side  but  little.  Opposite  the  N.W.  corner  there  are  walled  gardens  not  far  from  fortifi<at.<  -■ 
and  some  to  opposite  the  N.  and  E.  faces,  but  at  a  distance  of  several  hundred  rare* 
On  every  side  land  is  cultivated  up  to  the  very  walls.  Valley  is  from  30  to  35  mileabiufel 
and  all  under  cultivation. 


General  Remarks. 

Road. — Practicable  for  wheeled  artillery  and  transport.  Any  difficult  points  have  h^o 
treated  of  separately  in  the  road  report.  A  good  bridge  across  the  Hari-Rud,  near  Kuh>ar> 
and  a  raised  causeway  across  the  low  ground  around  Kafir-Kala  are  desiderata.  In  *<itnr 
places  banks  of  torrent  channels,  Ac.,  might  with  advantage  be  ramped  and  walb%i  f<*~ 
passage  of  wheeled  vehicles.  In  flood  season  road  from  Kafir-Kala  to  Karii  is  pa***ble,  »» 
deep  is  the  mud,  and  torrents  between  Kariz  and  Mashhad  are,  if  not  absolutely  unfonla  f  . 
dangerous  to  across.  No  body  of  troops  would  attempt  to  ford  them  in  that  state  vitho.it 
very  urgent  motive.  Water  is  often  3 J  or  4  feet  deep,  and  flows  with  great  violence.  R*  - 
from  Herat  to  Mashhad  follows  broad  valley  most  of  the  way — first  valley  of  Hari-Rud.  a>-.  t 
then  Jam  valley.  Valley  is  narrow  near  Sangbast,  18  miles  W.  of  Herit,  and  from  Sh*bu^ 
to  a  mile  W.  of  TirpnL 

Fords. — Hari-Kud  is  fordable  almost  anywhere,  except  during  floods  from  March  to  JuN . 
The  broad  and  deep  irrigation  channels,  which  run  parallel  to  the  river  on  both  banks  tS-ri 
Shikiwan  to  Shabash,  can  only  be  crossed  either  by  fords  or  bridges  at  certain  places.  Err- 
ing bridges  not  meant  for  wheeled  vehicles.  Owing  to  these  irrigation  channels,  a  fora*  ri  *.. 
arms  could  be  transferred  from  one  bank  of  the  river  to  the  other  only  at  certain  fixed  point*. 

The  streams  between  Kariz  and  Mashhad  are  only  unfordable  after  heavy  rains— may  be 
for  a  day  or  two,  may  be  for  a  few  hours. 

Camping  grounds. — Good  and  extensive  at  or  near  each  of  the  stages  mentioned  in  tic 
road  report. 

IFater.— Generally  good  and  plentiful.  Nature  of  water-supply  at  each  stags  noted  in 
road  report.  Longest  marches  without  water  from  banks  of  Hari-Rud,  near  Kuhaan.  to 
Kariz  (about  24  miles),  and  from  Muhsin  bid  to  Turbat-i-Shaikh-Jain  (about  26  milaa). 


•  or  "  Msaipdr." 
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Supplies. — The  intermediate  points  between  Herat  and  Mashhad,  where  supplies  could  be 
best  obtained  and  collected,  are  lihorian,  Turbat-i-Shaikh-Jam,  and  Faraiman.  At  each  of 
those  places  there  are  several  water-mills  for  grinding  grain.  Many  of  the  minor  villages, 
too,  have  water-mills.  The  staple  articles  of  supply  are  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  wheat,  barley, 
gram*  lucerne.  Minor  articles  are  milk,  fowls,  eggs,  melons,  cucumbers,  and  many  varieties  of 
fruits  according  to  season.  -  Of  grains  there  is  one  crop  a  year  ;  of  melons  two.  Silk,  opium, 
said  oilseed  are  also  cultivated.  Barley  ripens  in  J.une  or  July  according  to  the  elevation 
above  sea  level.  Wheat  ripens  a  week  or  two  later  than  barley.  There  is  grazing  (camel- 
thorn  and  grasses)  for  transport  in  most  places  ;  naturally  most  plentiful  in  May  and  June 
after  the  rains.  As  a  rule  fallow  lands  affords  excellent  grazing,  especially  for  camels.  In 
spring  the  green  crops  furnish  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  fodder.  Grain  and  other  supplies 
in  excess  of  local  requirements  are  sent  in  for  sale  to  the  Herat  And  Mashhad  markets.  The 
banks  of  the  Hari-Kud  from  Shabash  to  Tomin-Aga  furnish  fuel  ad  libitum.  Elsewhere  it 
is  scarce. 

The  current  prices  of  certain  supplies  are  as  under  : — 

Sheep,  each  4  to  6  karans  =  Rs.  1-9  to  Rs.  2-6,  according  to  weight. 

Barley  3£  Tabriz  maunds  (=  about  24  lbs.)  for  1  karan,  equivalent  to  about  Rs.  1*4  per 

Indian  maund. 
Dried  lucerne  (it  is  rarely  sold  fresh)  from  12  to  20  lbs.  per  1  karan  or  6£  annas. 
Fowls,  6  to  8  annas  each. 
Eggs,  3  or  4  for  1  anna. 
All  fruits,  melons,  cucumbers,  &c.,  exceedingly  cheap  when  in  season. 

Transport. — Mashhad  is  the  chief  centre  for  transport.  There  camels,  mules,  ponies,  and 
donkeys  in  large  numbers  can  be  bought,  hired,  or  impressed.  At  Her.U,  too,  considerable 
numbers  could  he  collected.  At  the  intermediate  villages  but  little.  The  donkey  is  the 
jtcasant's  ordinary  beast  of  burthen.  Some  few  horses  and  ponies  are  to  be  found  in  each 
village,  and  more  in  Turbat  and  Faraiman.  Herds  of  camels  are  kept  for  breeding 
purposes. 

Bail  way. — From  Herat  to  Mashhad  could  be  easily  made.  Country  level.  Hari-Rud 
and  many  minor  streams  and  torrent  beds  must  be  bridged. 

Climate. — Exceedingly  variable  and  uncertain.  In  summer  (end  of  May  to  September) 
heat  in  the  lower  Jam  and  the  Hari-Rud  valleys  very  great,  espeiiallv  at  Kanr- 
Kala.  From  15th  to  20th  November  1884  at  Kuhsan,  snow  fell,  a  bitterly  cold  wind 
blew,  and  thermometer  (Fahrenheit)  fell  to  14.  °  End  of  November  and  beginning  of 
December  1884  weather  mild  and  temperate.  On  the  14th  April  1885  occurred  the 
terrific  snow-storm  ou  the  Paropamisus,  from  which  the  Afghan  Boundary  Com- 
mission suffered  so  severely.  At  the  same  time  at  Tirpul,  on  the  banks  of  the  Hari-Rud 
(about  2,000'  above  sea  level),  cold  was  very  great,  rain  falling  in  torrents,  mingled  with  snow 
and  sleet.  In  May  1885  very  heavy  rain  fell  at  Mashhad.  From  15th  to  17th  June  1885,  at 
the  southern  entrance  of  the  Ardaw&n  pass  (about  4,000'  above  sea  level),  a  terrific  wind 
blew,  and  the  cold  was  quite  wintry.  The  Herat  valley  is  noted  for  its  boisterous  winds 
which  prevail  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

Defensive  positions. — For  resisting  the  advance  of  a  force  marching  from  Mashhad  on 
Herat,  the  vicinity  of  Tirpul  bridge  appears  a  favourable  position.  The  defile  extending  from 
a  ijoint  about  a  mile  W.  of  the  bridge  to  the  village  and  tort  of  Shabash,  which  is  9  miles  E. 
of  it,  might  be  defended  either  at  its  entrance  or  at  the  point  of  egress  from  it.  If,  however, 
a  force  were  advancing  from  Sarakhs  or  Panjdeh  on  the  passes  of  Paropamisus  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  force  advancing  from  Mashhad,  the  positiou  at  Tirpul  would  become  untenable, 
unless  a  body  of  troops  could  be  detached  strong  enough  to  hold  in  check  the  force  advancing 
from  Sarakhs  or  Panjdeh,  or  both.  Furthermore,  the  Tirpul  position  could  be  turned  by 
detaching  a  force  from  tfarez  into  the  Shurab  valley  to  the  S.  of  the  Sang-i-Dukhtar  range, 
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whence  it  could  advance  straight  on  Ghorian.    Again  from  Toman- Aga  (on  the  Han*] 
or  15  miles  N.  of  Kuhsan)  a  turning  column  might  be  detached  vid  Gala-Cbah,  Chaahsa-  - 
Sauz,  and  Hauz-i-Dam  Dam  (three  places  on  the  plateau  S.  of  the  Pftropamisus,  where  w»i*r 
is  obtainable)  to  some  point  on  the  Hari-Rud  in  rear  of  the   defencing  force  at  Ttrr*^  •- 
Sliabash.    The  latter,  thus  obliged  to  evacuate  the  Tirpul  defile,  would  have  to  fall   back  .  ? 
Sangbast,  18  miles    W.  of  Herat   (see  Road   Report).    Ghorian  is  not  tenable.    Tbe   t  # 
fort  is  said  to  be  commanded  from  the  old   one.     Sangbast  is  one  of  several  places*  acvi-s  i 
Herat  where  it  has  been  proposed  to  construct  defensive  positions.     The  other  politico*  *r- 
at  Parwana,  about  10  miles  N.  of  Herat,  and  near  Pahra,  about  16  miles  S.W.  of  Herkt 
Those  three  places,  viz.,  Sangbnst,  Parwana  and  Pahra,  undoubtedly  command  the  three  naa 
lines  of  advance  on  Herat  from  the  direction  of  Persia  and  Badkfs.      Bat,  as  will  be  *h.ow  -. 
they  are  not  the  only  lines  of  advance.      From  Sangbast,  the   LMshakh  range  trend*  frucr.fc- 
westward,  forming  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Ghorian  valley.    From  Zindajan  a  j*m»* 
road  (the  Boundary  Commission  took  this  road  from   Pahra  to  Zindajan  in  November    lv»J« 
crosses  this  range  to  Pahra.     Still  further  W.  the  same  range  is  crossed  by  the  Roh4t-i-P<ij, 
and  one  or  two  other  passes  believed  to  be  not  difficult.     By  these  passes  two  co-op^rati-  - 
forces,  advancing  respectively  from  Birjand  bv  a  route  S.  of  the  Dtisn&kh  range,  and  lyf* 
valley  of  the  Hari-Rud  to  the  N.  of  it,  can  effect  a  junction.    But  between  Sangbfct  ai>i  t*  - 
Zindajan-Pahra  road  above-mentioned  there  are  two  other  passes  over  the  Duvthakh  rar<$? — 
difficult,  it  is  true,  but  still  practicable  for  infantry,  mountain  guns,  and  even  cavalry,  if 
necessary.    If  the  enemy  pushed  his  troops  through  these  passes  into  the  Herat  vaDctr,  wta± 
would  avail  the  fortified  positions  of  Pahra  and  Sangbast  ?   Similarly,  the  ranee  of  Hill-**  ?t« 
tending  from  a  point  2  to  3  miles  north  of  SaDgbast  westward  to  the  Dahanu-i-Kamar-K^lik 
(as  the  easy  pass  leading  from  Parwana  to  Herat  is  called),  a  distance  of  about  16  miles  i« 
crossed  by  at  least  four  intermediate  passes.    Of  these  I  have  crossed  two  myself,  and    ftiiM 
them  short,  easy,  and  practicable  for  a  force  of  all  arms.    A  hostile  force  debouching  fn.M 
the  Sang  Kotal  or  Ardawan  passes  in  the   Paropamisus  has  the  choice  of  any  or  all  of  *  - 
four  passes  above-mentioned  by  which  to  effect  an  entrance  into  the   Herat  valley.  «x»i  * 
place  itself  between  Herat  and  the  two  defensive  positions  at  Sangbast  and  Parwana.     T< 
obviate  this,  the  defending  force  would  have  to  occupy  such  of  the  four  passes  in  the  KTlw 
ja  Mulla  range,  and  each  of  the  two  in  the  Dushakh  range,  with  a  body  of  troops  snJJc:*ntif 
strong  to  hold  its  own  until  reinforced  from  the  main  body.    The  total  length  of  th«   hi* 
of  defence  from  Parwana  through  Sangbast  to  the  pass  near   Pahra  would  be  about  3<>  to  .Cj 
miles,  with  seven  intermediate  assailable  points.     To  these  may  be  added  the  Gaxargah    p\*», 
which  is  6  or  7  miles  E.  of  the  Dahana-i-Kamar-Kul&k,  and  debouches  on  the  Herat  pin 
some  3  miles  N.E.  of  the  city.    A  force  crossing  the  Baba  pass  would  advance  straight  t.n 
Herat  vid  the  Dahana-i-Gazargah. 


Appendix  No.  IX. 

Routes   to   Herat. 

Fkom  the  Seacoast. 

There  appear  to  be  two  principal  lines  of  route  leading  from  the  coast  of 
Persia  to  Herat,  viz. : — 

(1)  Bandar  Abbas  vid  Karman  and  Birjand  to  Herat. 

(2)  Bandar  Abbas  vid  Bam  and  Sfsttin  to  Herdt. 

They  start  from  the  same  point — Bandar  Abbrfs — and  do  not  diverge  t.l 
the    12th   stage  is   reached.     From  thence  it  is    six   stages  to 


•  Called  "  KhwAjt  UdUA." 
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and  two  to  Bam.  Floyer  lately  explored  a  route  from  Telling,  a  place  S.E. 
of  Minab  and  about  15  miles  from  the  coast,  to  Bam  through  Kahnu. 
This  road  might  be  utilized  as  an  alternative  route  by  going  from  Bandar 
Abbas  to  Minab,  and  thence  to  Jaghin.  And  if  a  landing-place  could  be 
discovered  at  Shah  Bandar,  or  anywhere  S.  of  Minab,  about  30  miles  of 
marching  might  be  saved. 

On  both  routes  the  defiles  through  the  coast  range  are  difficult,  and  so  is 
the  crossing  of  the  high  range  S.W.  of  Bam  and  Karman.  Still  these 
passes  are  probably  not  more  formidable  than  many  which  have  been  tra- 
versed by  British  troops,  and  the  intervening  country  appears  to  be  fairly 
easy,  and  in  some  places  fertile. 

From  Karman  to  Birjand  the  kafila  route  is  17  stages,  of  which  7  are  over 
a  waterless  desert.  How  to  get  troops  across  this  80  or  90  miles  is  a 
problem  not  easy  to  solve.  Stewart,  however,  gives  a  circuitous,  but  easier, 
road  by  which  a  force  might  be  taken. 

From  Birjand  to  Herat  is  10  very  long  stages,  with  a  stiff  pass  on  the 
range  N.  of  the  Birjand  valley,  and  another  before  entering  the  Herat 
valley. 

Assuming  that  Stewart's  route  from  Karman  to  Birjand  would  be  followed, 
the  total  distance  from  Bandar  Abbas  to  Herat  would  be  866  £  miles  ;  prob- 
ably not  less  than  6&  or  70  marches  for  a  large  body  of  troops.  Five  or 
six  considerable  ranges  of  hills  have  to  be  crossed,  over  which  roads  must 
be  made  for  artillery.  The  amount  of  supplies  in  the  country  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  subsist  a  considerable  force.  Between  Karman  and  Birjand,  on 
any  road,  there  must  be  long  distances  without  water. 

With  regard  to  the  second  route,  the  first  section  of  it,  from  the  sea  to 
Bam,  need  not  be  further  alluded  to.  From  Bam  to  Nasi ra bad  in  Sistan  is 
12  terribly  long  stages.*  The  first  three,  however,  are  through  a  fertile, 
well  cultivated  country,  presenting  no  difficulties. 

The  next  three,  aggregating  94  miles,  are  through  a  desert,  with  water  at 
present  obtainable  in  only  two  places.  Thence  three  more  long  stages, 
aggregating  88  miles,  before  Sistan  is  entered.  So  far  as  we  know,  these 
stages  cannot  be  shortened.  It  is,  however,  quite  possible  some  slightly 
different  line  might  be  found  more  suited  to  the  movement  of  troops. 

Sistan  itself  is  not  in  all  respects  a  pleasant  country ;  but  after  reaching 
Sikuha  there  is  a  good  deal  of  cultivation,  with  rather  an  excess  of  water 
than  otherwise. 

From  Nasirab&l  to  Herat  is  16  stages.  On  the  first  6  to  Kala  Kah;  the 
only  difficulties  are  those  incident  to  a  highly  irrigated  country. 

Thence  to  Sabzawar,  5  stages,  we  are  dependent  for  information  on 
Khanikoff's  somewhat  vague  account.f  He  makes  it  5  long  stages  ;  and 
as  there  appears  to  be  a  difficulty  about  water  at  some  of  them,  and  the 
country  is  undoubtedly  barren,  this  part  of  the  route  might  prove  trouble- 
some to  get  over.     A  pass  is  crossed  on  the  10th  stage  from  Nasirabad. 

From  Sabzawar  to  Herat  is  also  6  stages,  over  a  very  fair  road,  the 
only  great  difficulty  being  the  descent   into   the  Adraskand   valley  on 

•  This  is  the  route  followed  by  Goldsmid's  mission. 

f  There  is  another  route,  which  divides  at  Lash,  3  or  4  marches  from  Nasiritbad,  and  froes  to 
Sabzawar,  vid  Farah.    It  would  bo  useful  as  an  alternative  route. 
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the  second  stage.  The  Hari-Rdd,  crossed  on  the  tat  march,  BMty  he  in 
obstacle  if  in  flood. 

This  route  is  the  best  of  those  leading  from  the  sea  to  HetfifcJ*  l*t 
natural  difficulties  are  confined  to  the  crossing  of  the  coast  range  and  of  the 
range  S.  of  Bam  before  mentioned,  with  the  100  miles  or  so  of  deceit  est  - 
road  between  Bam  and  Sistan.  Considerable  quantities  of  supplies  c.-q  . 
be  collected  at  Bam  and  Nasirabad.  The  total  distance  from  Bn>±2T 
Abbas  to  Herat  is  844^  miles,  about  50  miles  longer  than  No.  1,  if  t»* 
kafila  route  between  Birjand  and  Karman  be  followed ;  but  23  miles  shorter, 
supposing  Stewart's.route  to  be  taken,  as  would,  I  think,  necessarily  be  the 
case. 

Putting  aside  political  considerations,  the  route  from  Bandar  Abbas  r 
Minab)  vid  Bain  and  Sistan  (No.  2)  is  certainly  the  best  in  every  respect. 
In  fact  it  seems  to  be  the  only  one  on  which  it  would  be  possible  to  move 
an  army  corps  without  running  considerable  risk  of  disaster. 

There  is  yet  another  road  (the  Sarhad  route),  which  has  not  been  men* 
tioned,  tfts.,— 

Ch&hbar  vid  B&mpur  and  Sistan  to  Herat. 

From  Chahbar  to  Bampur  there  seems  to  be  a  good  enough  road  throcjri 
Geh,  with  an  alternative  line  vid  Fanoch.  But  from  Bampur  to  Sistan  t:* 
route  through  Sarhad  is  absolutely  unknown  to  us.  This  route,  how»vrr„ 
is  certainly  neither  shorter  nor  better  than  that  vid  Bam,  and  it  would  U 
chiefly  valuable  as  an  alternative  road. 

There  appears  to  be  no  strategic  or  other  advantage  in  advancing  ca 
Herat  from  a  sea  base.  Putting  the  Karma n- Birjand  route  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, it  may  be  accepted  as  a  fact  that  any  route  from  the  sea  must  1«~*1 
through  Sistan.  The  strategic  importance  of  Sistan  is  undoubted.  A  suiti- 
cient  force  located  in  that  country,  being  on  the  flank  of  an  enemy  advanc- 
ing from  Herat  on  Kandahar,  must  be  heavily  defeated,  and  rendered 
incapable  of  action,  before  the  latter  can  proceed  with  his  design.  Tb* 
Sistan  force  might  advance  a  few  marches,  and  then  in  a  chosen  position 
await  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  assured  that  the  latter  would  be  compelled 
to  seek  it  out. 

But  to  place  a  force  in  Sistan  it  would  be  easier,  even  in  the  case  of  ttoo:* 
coming  out  from  England,  to  march  from  the  railway,  and  not  from  the  t«* 
coast.  For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  I  have  nade  out  the  route  from  tb« 
present  railway  terminus  at  Rindli  to  Nasirabad  in  Sistan  vid  the  Bolan  ?nd 
Nushkf.  The  total  distance  is  5074  miles — that  is,  57 \  miles  less  than  th* 
route  vid  Bam,  and  764  miles  less  than  the  shortest  route  from  the  Malm  a 
coast.  When  the  railway  is  open  to  Quetta,  the  marching  distance  will  t«» 
lessened  by  another  60  miles,  and  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  difficulties  on 
the  roads,  either  from  Rindli  or  Quetta,  are  greater,  or  indeed  so  great,  a* 
those  on  the  be«t  of  the  roads  from  the  coast.  It  may  be  added  that  the 
line  of  communications  from  NuskMis  well  protected  bv  the  Helm&nd, 
and  by  the  desert  country  on  either*  side  of  the  narrow  valley  of  that 
river. 


e  Thii  include*  the  route  through  Umiia  and  Faajgor, 
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Appendix  No.  W—contd. 

Routes  to  Herat — coutd. 

(1)  Bandar  Jbbds,  vid  Karmdn  and  Birjand,  to  Herdt. 
lit  Section. — Bandar  Abbas  to  Karman. 


Stage  or  baiting  pits*. 


DltTASOX.  IV  MH.lt. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  A* 


Authority.— From  "Itineraries  and  Towns  in  Persia,"  War    Office,   1880,   Roate    127;    and 

MacGregor's  "  Boutes  in  Asia,"  Section  IV,  Route  XXX. 


1.  Baou 

•  •• 

14 

••• 

2.  Kala-i-Kazi 

•  *• 

12 

... 

A  broad  river  to  be  crossed  on  second  stage. 

3.  ShIwl* 

4.  FabiXb 

••• 

••• 

20 
19 

••• 
••• 

Stage  3  is  at  first  stony,  but  afterwards  passes 
through  marshy  ground. 

6.  RudkhIha-i-Duzd 
6.  Kaxa-i-AbhgIbd 

23 
19 

••• 

The  hills  are  entered  on  march  4.  Road  is 
then  very  narrow  in  places,  and  impracticable 
for  wheeled  artillery.  Constant  ascents  and 
descents. 

7.  VaiIiJLbXd 

8.  Kfjotf 

... 

21 
80 

••• 
••• 

Very  steep  ascent  on  stage  5,  but  no  difficulties 
in  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  stages ;  the  road  pass- 
ing over  flat  plain  with  low  jungle. 

9.  KtBfxiBta 

10.  Daaht-i-Khdshk 

11.  Mabhan 

15 
20 
24 

•*• 

... 

••• 

Maivh  10  is  first  oyer  very  soft  muddy  plain. 
Two  rivers  to  be  crossed,  both  difficult  ana  rapid ; 
also  20  or  30  small  channels  of  the  Rudkhana-i 
Shur  to  be  crossed  at  the  end  of  this  march.  On- 
stage 1 1  another  rocky  and  very  steep  defile,  also 
impracticable  for  wheeled  artillery. 

12.  Dih  Bumf 

13.  Sabbuta* 

•  •• 

15 
22 

••• 

12th  and  13th  stages  are  similar ;  snow  lying  on 
both  in  winter.  Emerge  from  the  mountains  in 
march  13. 

14.   TXHBfJO 

• 

•a* 

12  . 

*•• 

15.  RatIbt 

%•• 

33 

••• 

Cross  the  Tehrtid  river  on  14th  stage  ;   15th 
stage,  very  heavy  sand. 

16.    HAlfABA 

17.  Muhim 

•  •• 
••• 

26 
171 

•  •• 

16th  and  17th  stages  are  through  low  hills,  but 
no  serious  difficulties.  18th  march  over  sandy 
desert. 

• 

18.  Kabmajt 

•  •• 

23 

Supplies  would  not  be  procurable  in  most  places. 
Water  brackish  at  first  halting  place ;  otherwise 
good. 

365} 

•  Bbimil  it  about  25  miles  N.  of  MlnAb  creek,  where  a  landing  can  be  effected. 

♦  MSkk  Jtakh  (U)  tU  road  to  Bam  diverge*  to  the  right-ate  No.  (1). 
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Appendix  No.  IX— toitii. 

Routes  to  HerIt—  contd. 

(1)  Bandar  Abbas,  vid  Karmdn  and  Birjand,  to  J5fcr<#— contd. 

2nd  Section — Karman  to  Birjand. 


Stage  or  halting  place* 


DlBTUTCZ,  IV  MIIU. 


iDtertne- 
diate. 


Total. 


Deacriptios,  Ac. 


Authority,— KhimkotF*  M  Memoirs.1 
1.  Dasakht-i-Anjav  18 


it 


2.  CHAHAB  FaBSAKH 


3.  KhabIs 

4.  Deh-i-Saip 

5.  DaudEuak 


••• 


... 


21 

10£ 

13 


••• 


6.  BaGH-I-AS8AD     ... 

7.  Guja 

8.  Kosb£d 

9.  G6d-i-Nikak  ... 


10.  Bala  Hauz 

11.  Ambab 


•• 


••• 


12.  Atibh  Kabdeh... 


14 

m 

11 

... 

. 

18 

•  •• 

14 

•  *• 

14 

•  «• 

15 

... 

11 

••• 

5 

... 

* 

First  two  stages  are  not  practicable  for  w WW 
carriage  ;  third  is  stony.    Supplies  at  Khabi*. 

From  Deh-i-Saif  (4)  to  Ambar  (11)  tb«*  ii 
no  water.  It  might  be  got  in  some  pla>*">  lj 
digging,  but  is  brackish.  There  is  a  small  «a . 
stream  (the  Shur-Rud)  at  Bagh-i-Assad  (6).  A: 
Bala  Hauz  (10)  a  ruined  cistern. 

At  Ambar  (11)  is  a  spring  of  fresh  water,  tr  1 

5  miles  on  at  Atish  Kardeh  axe  small  wtU> ; 
water  4'  below  the  surface. 

The  waterless  tract  is  87  miles  across. 


Authority.— Ferrier's  "  Caravan  Journeys. 


M 


13.  Sabichab 

14.  MajIn 

15.  Zababad 

16.  Rabat 

17.  Bibjakd 


... 

18 

... 

•  *. 

14 

•  •• 

••• 

14 

...             > 

••• 

14 

... 

•  •a 

14 

...         J 

238} 

... 

- ! 

365} 

1 

Marches  from  Ambar  (11)  to 
might  otherwise  be  divided. 


i*13 


The  halting  places  here  are  all  vfllagw.    Ki» 
and  a  small  quantity  of  supplies  procurable. 

Supplies  should  be  fairly  abundant  at  B&rjaai 

No  European  seems  to  hate  been  overtlu*  pur* 

tion  of  the  route. 


Bahdab  AbbIs  to 
Kabman 


iV.P.— Stewart  (1883)  has  a  route  (No.  2)  from  Birjand  to  Karman  vid  Xiitsmd  a-: 
Darband.  It  is  W.  of  the  above,  and  evidently  a  more  practicable  road,  through  a  nam**  r 
part  of  the  '  luf  But  it  is  310  miles  as  against  233 J,  and  180  miles  of  it  u  entirely  (no 
native  information. 
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Appendix  No.  IX— conti* 
Routes  to  Herat — contd. 

(1)  Bandar  Abb  an  y  vid  Karmdn  and  Birjand,  to  Herat — concld. 

3rd  Section. — Birjand  to  Herat 


3* 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAHCB,   IV   MILKS. 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total. 


Description,  Ac. 


Authority— From  MacGregor'a  "  Khurasan." 


1.  ISFIZAB 

2.  Fubo 

3.  Gazik 

4.   GULWA8DA 

6.  ShttbIb 
6.  Yazd6n 

7.   KULAHD 

8.  Moghal  Baki 

9.  Fahbi 

10.  Hbbat 


•*• 


••• 


••* 


••• 


••• 


Kabman  to  Bibjawd 


Baxdab  AbbXb  to 

KaBMAJ* 


••• 


20 
18 
15 
15 
19 
21 
21 

19 
20 
23 


•• 


••• 


.*• 


••• 


■•• 


••• 


...    j 


••• 


••• 


191 
238| 


365J 


A  pass  on  2nd  stage  (Gndar  DuramyanP). 

A  steep  pass  on  3rd  stage. 

Another  on  9th  stage. 

Water  bad  at  Kuland  (7). 

Supplies  obtainable  at  halting-places  1,  2,  3, 
6,  9,  and  abundant  at  Herat. 

Stewart  (1883)  gives  the  same  roate  (from 
native  information  P),  with  exactly  the  same 
stages,  but  different  distances,  making  the  total 
200  miles.  He  mentions  a  pass  called  Gudir 
Duramyan  between  Isfizar  and  Furg,  7,60C 
above  sealevel. 


N.B. — If  Stewart's  route  be  taken,  the  total  dis- 
tance to  Herat  would  be  866J  miles. 
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(2)  Bandar  Abbas,  vid  Bdm  and  SUtdn,  to  Hcr&t. 
1st  Section— Bandar  Abbas  to  Bam. 


Autkontv.— Intelligence  Branch,  Horse  Guards,  °  Itineraries  and  Towns  in  Persia,"  1880,  Route 
Authority.    Anuuug*-   ^    m  ^^  ^  ^n  ^^  iy^  ^^  X1X 


1.  Baou 

2.  Kala-i-Kazi 


•  •• 


•  »• 


14 
12 


♦♦• 


••• 
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Appendix  No.  IX—cowtJL 

BOUTBS  TO  HebA*T— COntd. 

(2)  Bandar  Alhds,  via  Bam  and  SUtan,  to  Herdi—cmiA. 

1st  Section. — Bandar  Abbas  to  Bkm—contd. 


Stage  or  halting  pkst. 


DiiiAircK,  ur  milu. 


Interme- 
diate. 


3.  Shamil* 

4.  Fabiab 

5.  B^deh1ka-i-Duzd 


6.  Kixir-i-AsHofBD 

7.  YaxIlIbLd 


•■• 


8.  Kfati 

9.  KAfifXABAD 


10.  Dashy-i-Khushk 

11.  Mashan 

12.  DbhBakbi 

13.  Fadwa 

14.  Bah 


20 
19 
23 

19 
21 


Total. 


Description.) 


••• 


••• 


••• 


30 
15 
20 
24 

15 
24 
12 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


242 


A  broad  river  to  be  crossed  on  2nd  stage ;  3*2 
stage  at  first  stony,  afterwards  marshy  ground. 

Hills  entered  on  4th  stage:  road  narrow  a 
places,  and  impracticable  for  wheeled  artiflm 
Very  steep  ascent  on  5th  stage. 

Thence  4  stages  over  flat  plain,  with  low  jtmgk 

10th  march  is  over  soft,  muddy  p'ain*  T*i 
rivers,  both  rapid  and  difficult  to  crosa,  also  3>  cr 
30  small  channels  of  Bfolkhana-i-Shur,  at  tbr 
end  of  this  stage. 

Hills  are  entered  next  stage  (11):  reeky  »£ 
steep  defile,  impracticable  for  artillery/  lit* 
march  is  similar.  Snow  lies  on  the 'road  ji 
winter. 

At  Deh  Bakri  (12)  road  to  Kannan  dherav 
to  left. 

Distance  to  Fadwa  (13)  measured  on  nap,  T«? 
miles  of  very  rough  ground,  but  no  great  di£- 
culties.    Water  uncertain.  . 

Last  stage  over  stony  plain. 

« 

Supplies  are  only  procurable  at  some  places. 


Floyer  has  a  route  to  Bam  valuable  as  an  alternative.    The  H;«f^nm  taken  off  the  nut, 
are  only  approximate  :— 

Alternative  Route.  —Bandar  Abbas  to  Bam, 


Authority.— Flower's  "Unexplored  Baluchistan," 


1.  TblxJko 

2.  Sabjtai 

3.  JAOHfuf 


< 

15 

•19 

•  •• 

10 

••• 

- 

2d 

•  •• 

t  Shamil  it  about  26  mile*  N.  of  Minab  creek,  where  a  landing;  could  be  effected. 

Jaghin  appear*  to  be  about  2f  mile*  from  Minab ;  road  through  hills.    Minab  is  about 
Shah  Bandar,  which  appear*  to  he  st  the  head  of  Minab  creek.    Leading  esa  be  effected  aersT 
to  be  the  beet  route. 

From  Shah  Bandar  to  B4m  would  be  about  SSI  miles. 

If,  howerer,  ae  is  moat  likely,  troop*  would  have  to  be  landed  «t  Bandar  Abbas,  ta+ftad  __ 
be  followed :  distance  62  mile*,— *id*  A  Boutee  in  Aria,"  aeetion  IV.  No.  91 1  thenoe  to  Jacnlav 


Tula 

at 


trm 
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Appendix  No.  lX—conid. 

Routis  to  HirXt— conld. 

ft)  Bandar  Abbas,  via  Bdm  and  8Utduy  to  Herd*— eontd, 
Alternative  Route. — Bandar  Abbas  to  Bam — contd. 


DlSYAXCK,  IX  MTLW. 

Sta^t  or  halting  placs- 

Interme- 
diate. 

Total. 

Description,  Jto* 

4.  Mamejaw            ... 

5.  SaBBAHAB 

6.  Babgah 

7.  Kahwu 

8.  (M ahmudIbad  P) 

Camp                ... 

9.  Dosabi 

10.  TlHUN 

11.  Dasht-i-Kuch  ... 

12.  Sakhtdab 

13.  Masrkun 

14.  Fadwa 

15.  Bam 

12 
14 

14 

24 

29 

9 

15 

10 
20 

8 
25 
12 

■•■ 
•• . 

••• 

••• 

... 

••• 

••• 

••• 
. ». 

••• 

... 
••• 

Floyer  mentions  communication  between 
Karion,  a  fishing  village,  and  Telling ;  but  we 
know  nothing  as  to  practicability  of  landing 
troops  at  the  former. 

On  stage  4,  road  passes  through  two  clefts,  and 
over  a  plain  covered  with  boulders,  difficult  for 
baggage  animals,  and  impracticable  for  wheeled 
artillery. 

Stages  12, 13,  and  14  are  difficult.  Cross  Sakbt- 
ddr,  Godar-i-Ushtarun,  and  Deh  Bakri  passes  ; 
the  last  9,300'   high. 

All  other  marches  are  easy.  Water  everywhere, 
and  also  camel  forage.  Supplies  obtainable  at 
stages  8,  9,  10,  and  11. 

2nd  Section. — Bdm  to  Nasir&bad,  to  Sistan. 


Authority  —  Goldsmid's  "  Eastern  Persia" ;  Euan-Smith's  Narrative. 


•  a. 


1.  Kbuk 

2.    AzfZABAj) 

3.  Tux-i-bbo 

4.  Shob  Gaz 

5.  Qvna 


6.   NA8ABATi.BAJ>       ... 

7.  KilXo-Ib 

8.  Tcbsh-Ib 

9.  ChIh-i-Khak  Mu- 

HAMAD   DaJKWXBH 
10.   SlKUHA. 


11*  Chilling 
12.  NabibIbad 


••• 


••• 


Bakdab  AbbXsto  BXk 


23 

17 

...  >• 

22 

•••  J 

22 

-i 
...  f 

35 

37 

...j 

23 
30 

:::] 

35 

30 

«•  • 

10 

13 

..J 

268 

Through  rich  country  with  abundant  water. 
Cross  a  river  on  5>rd  stage. 


Desert.  Water  at  4th  and  5th  stages  obtainable 
at  5',  but  it  is  brackish  and  bad.  Brackish 
water  at  6th  halting  place  ;  no  forage.  Road 
easy  to  Gurg  ;  thence  through  hilts.  Appa- 
rently the  route  cannot  be  divided  into  shorter 
marches. 

Hilly  country,  but  no  serious  difficulties.  Sup- 
plies procurable.  Marches  cannot  apparently 
be  differently  divided. 

Road  over  plain  much  cut  up  and  difficult  for 
wheeled  artillery.  On  last  two  stages  many 
irrigation  canals  to  be  crossed  by  rtckettj 
bridges. 

Route  from  Urmara,  vid  Panjgur  (No.  3),  joint 
in  on  stage  10. 
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Appendix  No.  lX—concld. 

Routes  to  Herat — concld. 

(2)  Bandar  Abbdt,  vid  Bam  and  Sutdn,  to  Htrdt—concliL 

3rd  Section. — Sfstan,  vid  Lssh  and  Sabzawar,  to  Heiit. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


DlSTAHCK,  XV  XXLSS- 


Interme- 
diate. 


Total 


Description,  Jte. 


Authority.— Bellow's  "  Record  of  the  Mission  to  SisUn." 


1.  Bolay 

2.  Siliah 

3.  Lash 

4.  Panjdbh 

5.  Khushkbodak 

6.  Kali  Kas 

7.  Ehushac 

8.  MiIn-b^d 

9.  AnXbdaba 

10.  Hahaootikp 

11.  Sabzawab 


••• 

18 

••• 

■  •• 

28 

•■• 

•  •• 

18 

•■• 

► 

•  •• 

6 

••• 

•  •♦ 

16 

•at 

«•• 

16 

•••    * 

No  difficulties,  except  first  half  of  let  stac*. 
where  country  is  water-logged  from  can** 
and  difficult  for  troops,  and  stage  (o),  which  •• 
also  liable  to  be  flooded  from  irrigation  en** 
Two  rivers  crossed  on  the  latter.  Sapplx* 
and  water  everywhere. 


Authority. — Khanikoff's  "  Memoirs. 


ti 


•  «. 

15 

••• 

•  •■ 

15 

••* 

«•• 

SO 

...    V 

•  *. 

24} 

•  •• 

••• 

26} 

■••  -< 

Water  procurable  at  nearly  all  stamen  :  fcraen«fc 
at  some.  Supplies  at  Anardarah  and  Sabtaw  .r. 
Cross  a  stony  pass  on  stage  10.  SuppAie*  s£ 
Sabzawar. 


Authority.— MacGregor's  "Gasetteer  of  Afghanistan,"  page  783. 


12.  Khwaja  UbiaH 
J3.  Rubat-i-MIb  Ali 

14.  Rubat-i-Shah  Bbd 

15.  Hauz-i-Mib  Da6d 

16.  Herat 


••• 


14} 

18 

11 

15 

13? 

••• 

...  > 

••• 
•••  J 

••• 

••• 

284* 

297 

268 

849$ 

i  Road  generally  fair.  Only  great  difficultr 
pears  to  be  the  steep  rocky  descent  to  AdraVkkr  : 
valley  on  stage  13  ;  it  is  impracticab'e  for  rat* 
Thence  ascent  for  21  miles,  *2uT.  avnd  d- 
scend  again  to  Herat  valley.  The  15th  stsa?"  *• 
rough.  The  Hari-Rud,  crossed  4}  mile*  tx — - 
city,  may  be  difficult  if  in  flood.  Water  a-  ' 
forage  everywhere,  bat  no  supplies  till  licrv. 
valley  is  reached. 


Bam  to  Nasibabad... 

Biin>AB    Abbas     to 
Bam. 


y.B. — There  is  a  route  from  Lash  to  Sabzawar  vid  Farab.  but  no  information 
the  first  portion,  Lash  to  Farah.     It  is  certainly  not  shorter  than  that  given. 

There  is  also  an  alternative  route  from  Sabzawar  to  Herat  by  Ziirat,  Sherbaksh, 
page  23). 


»•— 


The  above  account  of  "  Routes  from  the  Seacoast  to  Herit "   ha*  bees 
extracted  from  Captain  Maitland's  "  Report  on  Routes  to  HeraX" 
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Appendix  No.  X. 

From  Isfahan  to  the  Sea. 

The  following  comparison  of  Routes  from  Isfahan  to  the  Sea  by  Captain 
Wells,  r.e.,  is  valuable  from  a  strategical  or  commercial  point  of  view  : — 

The  ordinary  route  from  Isfahan  to  the  Sea  now  followed  by  kafila*  is  vid 
Shiraz  to  Bushahr.  Along  this  route  caravansarais  are  built  at  convenient 
distances,  and  supplies  are  forthcoming  (vide  Route  No.  385). 

From  Isfahan  to  Shiraz  there  is  little  or  no  engineering  difficulty,  and 
with  a  small  expenditure  of  capital  a  good  carriage  road  could  be  made. 
Distance  from  Isfahan  to  Shiraz,  323  miles. 

Beyond  Shiraz  the  road  is  in  places  execrable  and  scarcely  passable  for  laden 
mules;  but  is  capable  of  vast  improvements, and  a  carriage  road  could  follow 
its  general  direction.     The  distance  from  Shiraz  to  Bushahr  is  196  miles. 

Along  the  Bakhtiari  route,  vid  Ardal  and  Mal-i-Mir,  there  are  no  caravan- 
sarais of  any  sort;  no  bridges  over  several  of  the  rivers, and  in  winter,  when 
the  nomad  population  moves  bodily  to  the  Shustar  plains,  there  would 
be  no  supplies. 

However,  supposing  the  Kanin  river  were  opened  for  navigation  to 
Shustar,  and  the  necessary  canal  dug  at  Ahwaz,  goods  could  be  unshipped 
within  275  miles  of  Isfahan — that  is,  2 14  miles  nearer  than  vid  Bushahr;  still 
the  difficulties  to  be  met  with  in  these  275  miles  are  very  great.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  a  light  railway  might  run  over  them ;  but  this  is,  in  my  opin- 
ion, out  of  the  question,  as  the  cost  of  the  undertaking  would  be  enormous. 
The  valley  of  the  Karun  and  its  tributaries  having  such  precipitous  sides,  that 
it  would  often  be  necessary  to  carry  the  road  in  galleries  cut  in  the  hill  sides 
for  miles  ;  the  bridging,  too,  would  be  tremendous;  and  if  the  line  were  car- 
ried out  at  right  angles  to  the  series  of  ridges  that  lie  between  the  plateau  of 
Chahar  Mahal  and  Mal-i-Mur,  the  line  would  be  little  better  than  an  alterna- 
tion of  tunnels  and  viaducts.  I  think  the  Railway  Engineer  would  prefer  to 
take  his  line  from  Shustar,  vid  Behbehdn,  to  the  Ardakhan  valley.  He  would 
find  no  stupendous  obstacles  this  way,  and  would  have  raised  himself  to  the 
r«K>f  of  Central  Persia  without  crossing  one  of  the  ri  l<res  that  guard  it.  He 
v.  mid  tap  too  its  most  fertile  plains,  and  include  Shnaz.  The  7,200'  kotal 
that  lies  between  Ardakhan  and  Shiraz  has  no  difficulties  or  gradients  that  a 
"  Fairlie's  "  engine  such  as  is  used  between  Poti  and  Tiflis  would  not  nego- 
tiate. Or  I  should  recommend  the  trial  of  the  valley  of  the  Shahpur  river 
from  Bushahr  to  Nodun,  where  a  tunnel  would  lead  through  to  the  liver  Shur 
or  Fabalyun,  which  runs  from  Ardakhan. 

But  to  return  to  roads.  The  difficulties  of  the  Bakhtiari  route  are  consid- 
ered so  great  at  Dizful  that  all  kdjila*  for  Isfahan  go  vid  Burujird,  and  it 
might  be  best  to  take  them  from  Shustar,  vid  Dizful  and  Burujird,  to  Isfa- 
han, though  the  distance  this  way  must  be  at  least  350  miles  from 
Shustar — probably  380.  Unfortunately  I  have  not  seen  this  route,  so  cannot 
*peak  of  its  merits.  However,  water  is  said  to  be  plentiful,  and  the  road  uot 
had  (vide  Route  No.  160,  "  Isfahan  to  Shustar/' 

Certainly  this  is  the  case  from  Burujird  to  Isfahan. 

The  difficulties  of  the  Shiraz- Bushahr  road  are  all  within  a  distance  of  93 
miles,  viz.,  from  Daliki  to  the  Karagatch  river. 

Those  of  the  Bakhtiari  route  are  withiu  the  distance  of  117  miles  from 
the  plain  of  Mal-i-M ir  to  the  borders  of  Chahar  Mahal. 

(1)  The  Shiraz  road  is  certainly  villainous  from  Daliki  to  the  Konnr  Takta 
plain,  a  distance  of  11  miles. 

90 
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Appendix  No.  X — contd. 

From  Isfahan  to  the  Sea — contd. 

(%)  Again  the  Kamaraj  Kotal  is  abominable,  6  miles. 

(3)  To  avoid  tbe  Karagatch,  heavy  work  would  be  required  for  4  miles. 

(4)  To  avoid  the  Kotal  Dukhtar  and  curve,  a  road  out  of  the  hill  side  t* 

the  S.  of  it,  5  miles. 

(5)  To  turn  the  Kotal-i-Pir  Zan  and  make  a  carriage  road  to  Dasht-i-Arjaa, 

\%  miles. 

(6)  To  turn  the  Sena  Safed  Kotal,  6  miles.     Total  44  miles. 

These  44  miles  allow  for  gradients,  and  comprise  all  the  heavy  works.  I 
think  the  5  miles  for  the  Kotal  Dukhtar  might  be  saved  by  entering  tb* 
Dasht-i-Bar  from  the  Shahpur  valley ;  but  of  this  I  am  not  positive. 

The  Bakhtiari  route  is,  in  my  opinion,  out  of  the  question  for  wheeled 
traffic. 

But  suppose  it  were  tried,  caravansarais  built,  and  the  Karun  bridged,  ire 
should  have— 

Mika. 
From  the  Mal-i-Mir  plain  to  the  Karun  river     heavy  work  for  15 


From  the  river  to  Dehdiz 

t» 

♦i 

101 

Dehdiz  to  Rudbar  river 

»> 

t» 

12 

Rudbar  to  Bilfsat 

»• 

>t 

15 

Hilisat  to  Dopulan 

•f 

t» 

19 

Dopulan  to  Ardal 

»» 

»t 

7 

Ardal  to  Chahar  Mahal  plateau    ... 

•• 

>» 

20  (at  least) 

Total 

••• 

m 

It  would  be  necessary  to  add  at  least  25  per  cent,  to  these,  the  bare  dis- 
tances from  point  to  point,  in  order  to  allow  for  descent  gradients,  so  tku 
we  have  98*5  +  ??'A,  or  103*1  miles  of  difficult  hill  road-making. 

And  this  would  add  24'f>  miles  to  the  distance  from  Isfahan  t«>  Shu5tir. 

That  I  am  not  allowing  too  much  for  the  length  required  to  obtain  a 
descent  gradient,  I  think  will  be  allowed  when  the  table  of  comparaa.ir 
altitudes  below  is  seen. 

From  the  river  to  Dehdiz  the  present  track  is  too  steep  for  wheels. 

From  Dehdiz,  which  has  an  altitude  of  5,221',  the  road  rises  to  *a 
altitude  of  6,400'  in  4  miles. 

Feet. 
Descending  to  the  Rudbar  stream  in  6  miles  to  altitude    ...    3.080 
Ascending  above  Hilfsat  to  altitude  •••    6,900 

Descending  to  Hilisat  to  altitude  ...    4,850  in  4  m£W*. 

From  Hilisat  it  has  to  rise  over  altitude  7,850 ;  to  descend  to  DojraUo, 
altitude  4,950'.  Here  at  Dopulan  1,000'  gorge  has  to  be  managed,  »r  i 
the  road  carried  thence  over  the  ravine-cut  plateau  of  Ardal  through  n^ur«- 
tains  to  Chaghakhur,  and  thence  down  into  Chahir  Mahal,  altitude  6,#,■, 
Mackenzie  crossed  from  Ardal  via  Chaghakhur,  and  made  the  altitude  •■/ 
pass  8,350'.  To  follow  the  Karun  would  be  twice  as  long  and  jus* 
difficult.    These  altitudes  are  relatively,  though  not  absolutely,  * 
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Appendix  No.  XI. 

Telegraph  Routes  in  Persia.* 

Indo-European  Line. 
No.  I. — Bushahr  to  the  Russian  Frontier ;  1,227  miles. 


Stations. 

• 

Remarks. 

1.  BtfsHAHB 

••• 

■  •  • 

2.  Konabtaxteh 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

3.  KXzbbAn 

■•• 

... 

4.  SHfslz 

••• 

•  •• 

6.  DehbId 

•  •  . 

•  •• 

6.  Abadxh 

•  •• 

■  •■ 

7.  K6mi8h£h 

•  a. 

•  «  • 

8.  Ispahan 

•  •• 

•  •• 

Branch  to  Karman  (vide  No.  VI). 

9.  Soh 

10.  KabhXn 

11.  Ktu 

12.  TIhbXb 

13.  KabtIn 

14.  ZrjrjX* 
16.  MjXnah 

16.  TABBfz 

17.  Mabajtd 

18.  AbIb 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


Lines  to  Mashhad,  Baghdad,  Ac.  (vide  Nos.  XV,  XVI, 

XVII). 
Branch  to  Gflan  (vide  No.  VII). 


Branch  to  Ardabil  and  Stij  Bulak  (vide  Nos.  XIII  and 

XIV). 
Branch  to  Urmia  (vide  No.  IX). 


This  is  the  main  line  of  communications  with  Europe.  Besides  the  submarine  line  between 
Karachi  and  Bushahr,  there  is  also  the  land  line  from  Karachi  to  Jashk,  with  stations  at 
Gwidar  and  Chahbar. 


1.  Bjlbwih 

2.  Sbhna 


Persian  Lines. 
No.  II.—Burujird  to  Naidvand,  26  miles. 

No.  IIL—Daulatdbdd  to  Sultandbdd,  47  miles. 

No.  IF. — Hamaddn  to  Sehna,  66  miles. 


••• 


... 


Branch  from  Kirweh  (vide  No.  VIII). 


•  See  alto  article  "Persia"  in  Vol,  I,  Gazetteer  of  Persia. 
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Appendix  No.  XI— tontd. 
Telegraph  Routes  in  Persia— contd. 


No. 

V.—Hamaddn  to  SMstar,  309  mile*. 

Stations. 

Remarks. 

1.  Da6latIbXd     ... 

•  •  • 

Branch  line  (vide  No.  III). 

2.  Malaib               ... 

••* 

3.  BustijfBD 

Branch  line  (vide  No.  II). 

4.  RazXn              ... 

6.  KhubamXbId   ... 

6.  NasbIbXd 

-\ 

7.  MukhbibXbXd  ... 

8.  Bbsa 

VNot  in  working  order  in  1884. 

9.  Dizftjl            ... 

10.  Sh6stab           tt* 

^ 

No. 

VI.— Isfahan  to  Kirmdn,  422  miles. 

1.  K6hpa. 

2.  Naih. 

3.  Aoda. 

4.  Yazd. 

6.  Kabma58h1h1n. 

6.  AkXb. 

7.  BIhiaxXbId. 

8.  EabmXn. 

Jtfo. 

VIL—Kawin  to  Gildn,  150  miles. 

1.  Manjil. 

2.  Basht. 

3.  KaziAh  near  A»zlii. 

709 


Appendix  No.  Xl-~-contd. 

Telegraph  Routes  in  Persia — contd. 

No.  VIIL-~Kirwah  to  Bijdr,  48  miles. 

No.  IX. — Ma  rand  to   tfrmfa,  141  miles. 


Stations. 


1.  Khoi. 

2.  SblmJs  (DilhXn) 

3.  GbhIa. 


Remarks. 


Vide  No.  X. 


No.  X. — Selmas  to  Turkish  Frontier,  36  miles, 


Basbkala 


This  is  the  line  to  Van. 


No.  XL—Samndn  to  Firuziuk,  47  miles. 
No.  Xll.—Shdhrud  to  Astrdldd\and  Mdzandardn,  240  miles. 


1.  TIsh. 

2.  AstbXbId. 

3.  Bandab-i-Gez. 

4.  Ashbaf. 
6.  SXbi. 

6.  BXbtab6sh. 

7.  Mashadi  Sab. 


No.  XIIL— Tabriz  to  ArdaUl. 


1.  SabIb. 

2.  AbdabIl. 


No.  XIV.— Tabriz  to  S&j  BMak>  1S&  miles. 


1.  GuoXn. 

2.  MabIoha. 

3.  MuhammadXbId. 

4.  Stfj  BuiJLz. 


^^■^^^^ 
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Appendix  No.  XI — coneld. 
Telegraph  Routes  in  Persia — coneld. 
No.  Xr.—Tihrin  to  Khdnilin,   470  miles. 


.  Stations. 

Remarks. 

1.  Khaxabad. 

2.  Naovabav. 

3.  Zabbah. 

4.  Ham  adah 

5.  Kbboatbb. 

6.  Kabmamshah. 

7.  Eabbikd. 

8.  Kasb-i-Shibix. 

9.  Khanikiv. 

Branches  to  Senna  and  Shustar  (vide  Boates  IT  &  Y). 

This  is  the  line  to  Baghdad. 


No. 

xri.~ 

Tihrdn  to  Mashhad,  571  miles. 

1.  AiwXn-i-Kaip 

• 

••• 

2.  Abadan  (Khab) 

••• 

8.  Saxkak 

•         *•• 

Branch  to  Firtukuh  (vide  No.  XI). 

4.  Daxohan 

•»• 

5.  Shahb6d 

••  • 

Branch  to  Astrahad  (vide  No.  XII). 

6.  Miandasht 

••* 

7.  Majinan 

••• 

8.  Sabzawab 

•tt 

■ 

9.  NfsHAPfo 

••• 

10.  Mabhhad 

••• 

No.  Xni.—Tihrd*  to  Shdh  Abdul  Jzim,  18  miles. 


1.  DoshXktbpeh 

2.  Kasb-i-Kajar 

3.  SultanatabId 

4.  Shah  Abdul  Azfx 


M* 


•  a. 


•  •• 


•  •• 


This  is  purely  a  local  line  connecting  the  Tfhran  Central  Office  and  the  Shin's 
the  place  named. 


palace  witi 
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Appendix  No.  XII. 

Railways  in  Persia. 

Negotiations,  it  is  said,  are  now  (18S4)  being:  carried  on  between  the 
Shah's  Government  and  the  Trans-Caucasian  Railway  Company  for  ttu» 
construction  of  the  line  to  Tihran. 

The  projected  line  would  branch  off  from  the  Baku-Tiflis  Railway  at  Adji- 
Kabul,  a  station  close  to  the  junction  of  the  Aras  and  Kura  rivers,  and  about 
70  miles  from  Baku.  Having  in  view  this  extension  when  the  line  was  built, 
the  Company  constructed  a  very  large  and  handsome  stition  at  this  point, 
with  extensive  passenger  accommodation.  Adji-Kabul  itself  consists  only  of 
a  few  stone  huts  and  barracks  for  the  railway  employes ;  but  it  is  regarded  in 
the  Caucasus  as  a  place  with  a  future.  From  here  to  Rasht  thd  distance  is 
about  350  miles,  the  country  the  whole  way  being  rich  and  fertile,  and  in  the 
Mogan  steppe  possessing  enormous  quantities  of  petroleum.  The  engineering 
works  would  not  be  of  a  very  serious  character,  as  the  Hue  would  follow  the 
coast.  From  Rasht  to  Tihran,  200  miles,  a  French  Company  have  had  a  con- 
cession for  a  line  for  some  time  past,  and  were  to  have  commenced  operations 
last  March.  In  the  event  of  their  being  unable  or  unwilling  to  carry  out 
their  undertaking,  the  Trans-Caucasian  Railway  Company,  with  the  Shah's 
permission,  would  do  it  for  them. 

Id  this  manner,  by  constructing  a  line  550  miles  long,  at  a  cost  of  be- 
tween 3  and  4  millions  sterling,  Tihran  would  be  joined  by  railway  with 
Tiflis  and  Batum,  and  steam  communication  would  be  established  between 
the  Shah's  capital  and  London.  The  journey  would  occupy  11  days,  which 
might  be  reduced  to  9  if  the  Russian  service  were  accelerated. 

The  political  and  strategical  advantages  which  such  a  line  would  confer 
cannot  bt  overestimated. 


Appendix  No.  XIII. 

Travelling  in  Persia. 

It  may  be  useful  to  give  a  few  hints  as  to  travelling  in  Persia  for  the 
benefi  tof  future  travellers ;  and  with  this  object  the  following  article  has  been 
compiled,  which  is  based  on  the  experience  of  General  Sir  Charles  MacGregor, 
k.cb.,  of  Mr.  E.  Stacking  of  the  Bengal  Civil  Service,  and  of  Dr. C.J. 
Wills:— 

There  are  only  two  ways  of  travelling  in  Persia — one  is  to  ride  'Chapar' 
right  through,  which  may  save  time,  but  is  not  otherwise  to  be  recommended, 
the  other  is  to  march  with  hired  cattle.  Mules  can  bo  hired  almost  anywhere ; 
and,  if  well  paid,  and  considerately  treated,  the  muleteers  will  be  found 
excellent  fellows.  Six  mules,  in  addition  to  a  couple  of  riding  horses,  will  be 
a  sufficient  and  suitable  number,  and  may  be  alloted  as  follows : — 

1  mule  to  carry  two  trunks  containing  one's  personal  baggage. 

1  mule  for  the  bedding,  tent,  &o. 

1  mule  to  carry  the  horse  clothing,  full  nose  bags,  head  and  heel  ropes,  Ac.,  as  well 

as  the  groom. 
1  mule  to  carry  the  cook  and  cooking  equipment. 
1  mule  to  carry  guns,  spare  provisions,  Ac. 
1  mule,  spare. 

The  hire  of  mules  varies  in  different  districts,  and  may  be  from  one  to 
three  trans  per  diem  (2|  irons  equal  1  rupee). 
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Appendix  No.  XIII — contd. 

.  Travelling  in  Persia — contd. 

A  good  serviceable  horse  may  usually  be  purchased  for  about  30  iumawt 
(1  tumdn  =  Rs.  4). 

The  following  table  of  Btishahr  prices  may  be  useful  as  a  guide  :— 

Knnscaeh. 

Horses,  riding,  best  ... 

,,  if       ^nu.  ...  ... 

Procured   from  the  Bohilla  district  and  adjacent  Tillages — 
M  ules,  best  baggage 

Brought  from  the  interior — 
Asses,  Muscat,  riding  ...  ... 

Got  from  Muscat  and  Lingah,  small,  strong,  and  swift- 
Asses  (Those  got  from  Bahrain  are  weak) 
„      Dashti  baggage  (slow  but  hardy) 
Got  from  the  interior — 

Camels,  best  baggage  ...  ...  ... 

,,         ^nci         ,,  ...  •••  >•• 

Horses,  baggage 

Gear  for  animals  costs  on  an  average  as  follows  : — 

Saddle,  complete 

Bridle 

Halters 

Heel  ropes 

Stirrups,  complete  ...  ... 

Girths,  leather,  complete  ...  ... 

hair 


Bits,  best 
Pack-saddle,  camel 

„  asses,  riding 

„    baggage 
Clothing  for  horses,  mules,  or  asses 


»  •••  ••• 

■a.  ••• 


»•« 


600 1»  J  ,000 

300  to 

000 

100  to 

300 

200  to 

250 

40  to 

100 

30  to 

100 

30  to 

150 

15  to 

30 

80 

60 

100  to 

150 

KimnSfJteh. 

30  to 

40 

2i 

li 

1 

2 

U 

i 

l 

1  to 

2 

15  to 

30 

3  to 

4 

2  to 

3 

Horses  for  riding  had  better  be  purchased. 

Then,  as  to  servants,  take  men  who  have  travelled  before,  men  who  know 
their  business,  and  to  whom  travelling  is  no  trial.  A  good  groom  and  a 
good  cook,  above  all  things ;  and,  if  unaccustomed  to  the  country  or  alone,  a 
respectable  upper  servant ;  in  fact  a  sort  of  dragoman  who  will  be  found 
useful  in  obtaining  quarters  and  procuring  introductions  to  Persian  gentle- 
men. 

A  tent  is  not  an  absolute  necessity,  but  it  is  advisable  to  take  a  Kabul  font. 
especially  when  travelling  on  a  little  frequented  road.  In'any  case  a  sort  of 
awning  made  like  those  used  on  boats  would  be  useful  as  a"  shade. 

Camp  furniture  must  of  course  be  limited ;  a  wooden  camp-bed,  a  ooapl*  of 
folding-chairs,  and  small  camp-table  must  suffice 
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Appendix  No,  XIII — conld. 

Travelling  in  Persia — contd. 

A  small  tent  carpet  or  durrie  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  reception  of 
your  Persian  friends. 

As  regards  clothing,  the  following  list  will  suffice  for  most  men  :— 

1  thick  warm  great-coat. 

1  helmet  or  Terai  hat.* 

1  forage  cap  (if  uniform  be  taken). 

1  good  suit  of  clothes  (black  coat)  for  the  large  towns  and  for  visiting. 

1  dress  suit  if  the  traveller  intends  visiting  Tihran. 

1  undress  suit  of  uniform  for  State  occasions  (if  the  traveller  be  an  officer). 

1  travelling  suit  of  stout  khaki  drill  for  warm  weather. f 

1  travelling  suit  of  pattu  or  some  warm  material  for  cold  woather. 

1  warm  waistcoat  or  cardigan. 

4  flannel  shirts. 

3  '  banians '  or  jerseys. 

3  pair  drawers. 
6  pair  socks. 

1  pair  coarse  country  socks  to  wear  over  one's  boots  in  very  cold  weather. 

2  pair  white  shirts  with  collars  and  ties  for  State  occasions. 

4  silk  handkerchiefs. 

A  pair  of  thick  gloves  is  also  desirable. 

The  only  farther  personal  equipment  required  is— 

A  pair  of  clouded  glass  spectacles  to   cover  the  side  as  well  as  the  front  and   to 

protect  the  eyes  from  Doth  glare  and  dust. 
A  pair  of  good  binoculars  or  a  telescope. 
A  pair  of  spurs,  which  may  often  save  one's  temper  and  arms. 
A  hunting  crop  and  lash  for  pariah  dogs,  as  well  as  to  prevent  rudeness. 
A  good  strong  knife  with  a  corkscrew,  tin  opening  blade,  and  leather  borer. 
Pipe,  flask.'and  tin  box  of  matches. 
Watch  and  compass. 

A  light  watfT-proof  cloak  may  also  be  carried  on  the  saddle. 

Arms  are  seldom  required,  and  the  only  game,  as  a  rule,  are  hares,  part- 
ridges, wild  goats,  and  wild  sheep.  A  double-barrel  gun,  rifle,  and  revolver 
should,  however,  be  taken,  as  sport  or  robbers  may  turn  up,  and  because 
they  add  very  much  to  one's  dignity  and  importance  in  a  country  like  Persia. 

The  whole  of  one's  clothing,  &c,  should  be  packed  in  a  couple  of  bullock 
trucks  or  yakdans,  so  as  to  go  on  one  mule.  The  best  dimensions  perhaps 
are  30"  x  20"  x  20."  One  of  the  trunks  should  be  made  with  a  compartment 
to  stow  bottles  in.  The  two  together  when  filled  should  not  weigh  more 
than  a  couple  of  maunds. 

For  bedding  take  either  a  military  valise  with  light  cork  mattress,  or  a  sack 
of  strong  Russia  duck,  which  can  be  stuffed  with  chopped  straw  or  chaff  at 
every  stage,  three  good  blankets,  the  great-coat,  a  flannel  sleeping  suit,  a 
pair  of  chamois  leather,  sleeping  socks,  a  cap,  and  a  pillow  will  complete  the 
bedding.  The  whole  of  these,  together  with  towels  and  other  odds  and  ends, 
may  be  rolled  up  in  a  water-proof  sheet  or  packed  into ( mafrashes/  which  are 
a  kind  of  sack  carpet  bag. 


*  General  MacUregor  recommends  a  Terai  hat  with  a  silk  turban  and  piece  of  mosquito  net  at- 
tarhed.  The  turban  may  be  loosely  stuffed  with  cotton,  wool,  and  used,  if  nocessarr,  as  a  comfor- 
tt  r.  itr  if  the  turban  be  rolled  up  and  stuffed  inside  the  hat,  an  excellent  pillow  U  obtained.  The 
t  should  be  big  enough  to  cover  one's  face  and  hands,  and  so  enable  one  to  get  a  nap  undisturbed 


?«c 


by  the  flies,  &c.,  after  the  march  is  over. 

t  The  travelling  coat,  whether  of  drill  or  wool,  should  be  of  the  Norfolk  jacket  pattern,  with 
plenty  of  roomy  pockets,  and  buttoning  up  to  the  throat. 

If  the  traveller  wears  breeches,  instead  of  trousers,  he  will,  of  course,  want  long  boots,  or  gaiters. 
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Appendix  No.  XIII — concld. 
Travelling  in  Persia — eoncld. 

In  saddlery,  a  couple  of  hunting  saddles  with  lots  of  D's,  and  a  couplr  *f 
saddle  bags,  English  girths,  and  English  head  stalls  should  betaken.  TV 
Persian  reins  and  bits  are  good  enough.  The  girths  should  be  short.  Al- 
ways carry  a  feed  for  the  hor6e  in  one  saddle  bag,  and  your  own  necessarv  -. 
such  as  soap,  towel,  comb,  tooth-brush,  and  slippers,  in  the  other,  as  well  i- 
so me  food. 

An  iron  picket  and  rope  or  chain  should  also  be  carried. 

See  that  your  horses  actually  get  their  corn,  and  are  properly  groomH. 

Always  go  to  B,c/iaparMdna  rather  than  a  caravansarai,  as  the  noL^  .:'. 
the  latter  place  are  incessant. 

As  regards  food.  Take  a  good  cook.  Let  him  ride,  as  his  work  com- 
mences  at  the  end  of  the  day's  march. 

Always  make  him  cairy  water  and  dry  firewood,  so  that  at  any  moroprr 
he  can  cook  your  breakfast,  even  if  you  be  in  the  midst  of  a  barren  de^rt. 

Excellent  cooking  apparatus  can  be  bought  in  Bu>hahr  or  any  large  tow  a, 
but  enamelled  plates  and  cups,  knives,  forks,  &c,  should  be  taken. 

Good  mutton  can  be  procured  in  all  large  towns,  and  fowls  in  most  villas - 
Bread  can  be  bought  nearly  everywhere ;  but  it  is  as  well  to  take  a  day's  ?! ••- 
ply  on  from  each  stage.     At  large  towns  '  kababs  '  of  chopped    meat,   di.  . 
fruits,  &c,  may  also  be  obtained.    Cheese  and  milk  are  everywhere  pro*  ar- 
able ;  the  latter  only  at  sunrise  or  sunset. 

Carry  as  few  stores  as  possible.  Tea  (o*  lbs.),  sugar,  and  two  dozen  packet < 
of  Kopf's  soups,  with  such  spirits  and  tobacco  as  are  required,  ought  to  mi.V 
for  any  traveller.    Cocoa  and  a  small  quantity  of  oatmeal  may  well  be  aduc '. 

Good  butter  maybe  obtained  in  all  large  towns  and  villages.  ForooukL  „ 
purposes,  it  should  be  melted  and  run  into  a  champagne  bottle.  For  eat  ire 
it  will,  if  salted,  remain  good  for  four  days  or  more.  Bottles,  when  cm}4:  \ . 
should  be  repacked  to  avoid  smashes,  and  also  for  storing  water;  they  shvui 
always  be  packed  in  their  straw  envelopes. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  take  a  few  medicines,  such  as  quinine  pi'V 
Cockle's  pills,  chlorodyne,  some  pills  composed  of  opium,  and  gallic  m  -  i. 
Holloways'  ointment,  sticking  plaster,  a  few  bandages,  and  vaseline*  If  r  ••• 
traveller  intends  to  map  or  sketch,  he  should  take  all  the  necessary  male:  - 
als,  as  well  as  a  prismatic,  a  sextant,  and  an  aneroid. 

The  following  miscellaneous  articles  will  also  be  useful  :— 


6  to  12  lbs.  candles. 

A  Persian  lantern. 

A  hammer  and  screw-driver. 

A  few  nails  and  screws. 


A  gimlet. 

A  chopper. 

A  small  hand-broom. 

Spare  horse  shoes  with  nails. 


Don't  forget  to  call  on  all  notabilities,  and  obtain  letters  of  introduction 
for  the  onward  journey  from  all  governors. 
Finally,  be  prepared  to  spend  lis.  400  or  500  per  mensem. 


O.  C.  B.  Pubs,  Simla..— No.  160  q.  u.  q.— 18-4-80.— «0. 
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JutAority.—J'KirsTistQs* 


Route  No.  40a. 

BitfptjB  to  ChXhbXe,  tw*  ChXmp. 


Staff*  or  halting  place. 


1.  66s  Ptjsht 


••« 


2.  MOBIH  PlIB 


••• 


3.  ChAjcp 


••• 


•*• 


•■• 


•*• 


••■ 


••• 


Description,  &e. 


The  rood  runs  in  a  aotitherly  direction  over  a 
level  plain  to  the  halting  place.  Gur  Pusht  is 
a  small  Tillage  with  wood,  water,  grazing,  grass, 
and  some  date  palms,  with  a  little  cultivation. 

Road  good  the  whole  way ;  water,  grass,  grazing 
and  wood  at  halting  place ;  no  village ;  general 
direction  8.,  inclined  to  £. 


Road  runs  through  hills  in  river-bed;  at  1 
mile  from  Champ  we  cross  the  watershed,  sepa- 
rating the  Milan-i-Jihun  river  system  from  that 
said  to  run  to  the  sea. 
Champ  is  a  small  village  on  the  banks  of  Kajti  Nulla.  It  belongs  to  Sardar  Mir  Hiti, 
and  its  inhabitants  are  partly  negroes,  partly  Biluchis  ;  the  village  possesses  40  houses,  1,000 
sheep  and  goats,  some  cultivation ;  while  grass,  grazing,  wood,  and  water  are  said  to  be 
abundant    General  direction  8.  E. 


4.  R<td-i.KhwXja  ... 


6.  KabbKavd 


••« 


... 


... 


••• 


... 


Here  at  Champ  is  the  head  of  the  Kajti  Nulla, 
which,  onwards,  the  road  descends  to  within  1 
march  of  Chahh&r ;  at  the  halting  place  are  found 
grass,  wood,  grazing,  and  water.  General  direc- 
tion 8.,  inclined  to  E. 


The  road  descends  the  Kajti  river  to  the  halt- 
ing place ;  Easr  Kand  is  a  large  village  with  a 
mud  fort,  situated  in  the  midst  of  date  palm 
groves   and  extensive   cultivation.    It  is    the 

capital  of  Makr&n ;  grass,  wood,  grazing  and  water  good  and  plentiful,  and  some  supplies 

obtainable.    General  direction  8.,  inclined  to  E. 


6,  Btia 


••• 


••• 


100  The  road  etui  descends  the  Kajti  river ;  passing 
en  route  the  village  of  Hait  to  the  halting  place  ; 
Bug  is  a  small  village  containing  10  houses, 
000  sheep ;  grass,  wood,  grazing,  and  water  being 
abundant  General  direction  W.  8.  W. 
From  Btig  it  is  4  marches  to  Chahhar,  the  first  3  of  which  are  along  the  Kajti  river ; 
cultivation  and  a  few  villages  are  passed  here  and  there ;  water,  grass,  wood,  and  grazing 
en  route*   General  directions.    The  whole  route  is  available  for  wheeled  artillery. 

(iVbto.— In  "  Hughes'  BJltiohistAn  "  are  given  two  routes,  one  vid  Geh,  length  196}  miles, 
the  other  vid  the  FAnooh  Pass,  length  241  miles,  paces  264  and  250  respectively,  while  in 
Goldsmid's  E.  Persia,  pages  123  to  130,  a  good  deal  of  information  is  given  regarding  this 
part  of  the  country.  My  party  did  not  explore  this  region  further  8.  than  Fanootu  and 
hence  the  route  I  give  is  taken  from  native  information.  The  latter,  I  may  note,  may 
be  considered  reliaole  (excepting  distances,  which  I  do  not  put  in,  as  no  native  of  those  parts 
has  any  idea  of  distance),  and  the  total  length  is  about  190  miles,  probably  less.  ^  (I  obtained 
details  of  this  route  from  Sardar  DilAwar  ILnAn  of  DizzAk,  and  also  from  a  Persian  artillery 
officer,  both  of  whom  accompanied  wheeled  artillery  from  Btimptir  to  ChAhhAr  and  back  again 
a  few  years  ago.) 
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Route  No.  47  a. 
B1m?£r  to  Kahn<j,  vid  Ziarat-i-AbbIs. 
Authority. — Jennings. 


8tage  or  baiting  place. 


DlSTAJTCB,   XV  KXUS. 


Int«nne- 
diate. 


ToUl. 


Description* 


1.  Kuchoabdajt      ...  16 i         ...  The  road  runs  down  the  Bampur  valley,  gen- 

erally parallel  to  the  Bampur  river  on  the  right 
bank,  passing  almost  continuous  irrigated  wheat 
and  barley  cultivation.  For  the  first  5  or  6 
mile*  also  considerable  patches  of  rain  water  cultivation  on  the  right ;  wood,  grass,  and  water 
en  route.  Kuchgardan  is  not  now  inhabited,  but  is  cultivated  both  from  a  karez  and  from 
water  carried  from  the  river ;  grass,  wood,  water,  grazing  abundant.    General  direction  W. 


2.  ChIhi-i-Gaooab...  10 J  27       The  road  leaves  the  Bampur  river  at  Kucbgar- 

dan  and  turns  to  the  right,  running  over  an  open 
plain  to  camp.  Chah-i-Gnggar  is  a  good  perennial 
well,  12'  to  14'  deep  on  left  bank  of  the  Kaskin 
river ;  perennial  grass  in  neighbourhood  and  plenty  of  green  grass  in  river-bed ;  wood,  graz- 
ing abundant ;  water  good  and  sweet.    General  direction  N.  W. 


3.  ChIh-i-Sh6b      ...  15}  42}       The  road  the  whole  way  runs  down  the  Bam- 

pur valley  over  an  open  plain.  At  mile  4  the  best 
road  to  Regan  branches  off  to  the  right 
At  mile  4}  we  pass  Chahi-i-Yaghi ;  at  mile  10 
Cbah-i-Kurban  ;  at  mile  ll  Chah-i-Gul  Muhammadi ;  and  at  mile  13  a  group  of  4  wells.  At 
the  camping  ground  are  3  wells  about  35'  deep.  Water  brackish,  but  not  very  bad.  Wood 
abundant  and  plain  dotted  with  tamarisks,  acacias,  &c. ;  grass,  grazing  also  in  plenty. 
General  direction  W.,  inclined  to  K. 


4.  Kula\5g6  ...  17  69}      The  road  still  descends  the  Bampur  valley,  « 

ing  at  mile  5}  Chah-i-Jangi,  a  well  some  26'  Seep, 
containing  good  sweet  water  in  plenty ;  about 
here  numerous  Biluchis  (Bamaris)  graze  their 
flocks.  At  6f  miles  the  route  followed  by  General  Goldsmid's  mission  from  Bampur  to  Begin 
meets  this  road.  At  the  halting  place  sweet  water  was  obtained  in  April  from  a  swamp,  but  this 
runs  dry  after  drought.  There  is  one  well  out  of  repair  ;  grass,  wood,  and  grazing  abundant. 
From  here  some  16  miles  on  the  left  is  visible  the  beginning  of  the  great  Hainan  or  Zirreh 
(swamp),  into  which  the  Bampur  and  Helen  rivers  drain,  as  also  drainage  from  all  four  direc- 
tions. Its  name  is  Milan-i-Jihun ;  it  is  also  known  as  Jaz  Morian  (Tatter  a  corruption  of 
Jaz,  a  species  of  tall  grass,  and  Murghdn  birds).  The  Bampur  river  hero  enters  the  ha*mun. 
Here  is  the  border  between  the  Bampur  and  fiddbar  districts.  General  direction  W.,  inclined 
toN. 


6.  CmL-l-NiDlB      ...  23  82}      The  road  runs  parallel  to  the  N.  bank  of  the 

above  hamtin  over  an  open  plain,  dotted  with 
trees  of  various  sorts  and  more  or  less  covered 
with  grass  and  grazing.  From  mile  18}  to  mile 
19}  the  road  runs  through  a  shallow  swamp,  covered  with  thick  jungle,  grass,  &c. ;  but  by 
keeping  a  little  to  the  N.  this  can  be  avoided.  At  the  halting  place  perennial  sweet  water  is 
found  m  a  small  nulla  in  plenty.  Many  flocks  graze  about  here.  Grass,  wood,  and  grazing 
abundant.    Chil-i-Nadir  is  also  called  KalerL    General  direction  W.,  inclined  to  N. 
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Route  No.  47a — conld. 
Bdmp&r  to  Kdhnu,  vid  Ziarat-i-Abbdt—contA 
Authority— Xmmsm. 


Stage  or  halting  place. 


6.  QUMBIZ 


•  It 


DZHAVCB,  XV   1CZLII. 


Interme* 
diate. 


20 


ToUL 


Description,  to. 


102} 


At  mile  2  a  dry  nulla  is  crowed  called  tit 
Degan-i-Damchan ;  acacia  and  mimosa  trwo  be- 
ing met  with  on  the  sandy  desert.  At  the  5ti 
mile  the  ground  is  somewhat  broken ;  at  the  7u 
mile  tamarisks  and  camel  grazing  are  found ;  near  the  17th  mile  is  a  karez  on  the  left ;  h  u 
now  out  of  order ;  here  there  are  abundant  trees,  grass,  &c. ;  at  18}  miles  the  road  passes  % 
ruined  fort  on  the  left,  called  Sipahia,  in  which  is  also  a  karez,  out  of  repair;  at  mile  30  *• 
reach  the  halting  place,  called  Gumbaz.  Here  wood,  grass,  and  grazing  are  abundant ;  itrti 
water  is  got  from  two  good  wells  in  plenty.  The  road  to-day  ran  in  a  west  nort h- wecer :t 
direction,  still  parallel  to  the  great  hamun — latter  being  15  miles  distant  on  the  left— «oi 
is  available  for  all  arms ;  all  drainage  from  right  to  left  runs  into  said  hamun.  Her*  •: 
halting  place  was  a  group  of  Ghedans,  belonging  to  the  Bamari  tribe,  and  several  flocks  aai 
herds. 


7.  Kr/LoAjr 


••• 


n 


18J  121       For  the  first  1  }  miles  the  road  still  runs  throe 

an  acacia,  mimosa,  tamarisk  jungle,  but  hrre 
leaves  it,  the  jungle  continuing  on  the  rir 
at  3  J  miles  a  dry  nulla  is  crossed ;  also  an«' 
at  8  miles ;  grass,  grazing,  wood  abundant ;  at  9}  miles  we  again  cross  a  dry  nulla*  aa  4 
12  miles  an  old  karez  called  Ping ;  up  to  here  the  road  has  run  over  a  hard  stony  plain 
a  rule ;  at  14}  miles  salt  begins  to  crop  up  in  the  ground,  but  this  ceases  at  15  milca.  aai  wt 
enter  a  sandy  plain.  The  great  himun  is  only  distant  4}  miles  on  left ;  here  also  ii  iv  . 
out  of  repair.  At  15}  miles  is  a  well  on  left,  containing  perennial  water ;  at  1$|  mil-*  *■ 
reach  Kulgan ;  here  sweet  water  is  found  in  plenty,  6f  to  7  from  the  surface ;  grass,  gTarrr 
wood  abundant ;  several  shallow  wells  exist ;  no  Tillage  here.  Direction  of  road  to-day 
due  W.     Available  for  all  arms. 


is 


8.  Zaheal6t  ob  Zii 
bat-i-Abbas 


left  an  open  plain ;  on  the  right  a 


21  142       At  2  miles  salt  begins  to  crop  up  again  .  cry's 

grass,    grazing,   trees  abundant.    At3mi;t«   : 
right  is  a  natural  mound  of  earth,  called  Kii*~> 
Miandra ;  at  3}  miles  we  cross  a  dry  nulla ;  on  t  - 
thick  jungle     At  7}  miles  road  enters  jungle  ;  ht*rr  cr.<*t ; 
sandy,  numerous  tamarisks,  acacias,  <ko.    At  9 J  miles  and  10$  miles  we  oros*  two  idji*  «**- 
nullas  ;  at  11}  mileB  road  emerges  from  jungle ;  in  this  jungle  quantities  of  grass  and  forvr* 
exist ;  former  dependent  in  a  great  measure  on  rain.    The  road  now  runs  over  an  op*o   j>U  -  *•  • 
mile  21,  when  we  reach  the  halting  place.   General  direction  of  road  W.,  slightly  intlinri  »••  ** 
Passable  for  all  arms.    Here  are  numerous  wells,  which  were  constructed  by  Abdul  AW  K 
Nazir  to  the  Bam  Governor.    These  wells  are  2C    deep  and  contain  good  swwt   v*-  r 
some  are  out  of  repair,  owing  to  late  heavy  rain;  grass,  wood,  forage  abundant ;  no  villae.. 


9.  ChIh-X-NabXt    ...  16}         158}       At  1}  miles  on    left  is    the  Ziarat-i-Hi^ 

Abbas.   Here  are  tamarisk  trees  and  an  »U  k*r. 
At  2}  miles  road  runs  through  soft  sand*  bvt 
going  to  right  this  could  be  avoided.  Severs/  -- 
nullas  now  in  flood  from  rain  water  are  crossed.    At  4  miles  undulating  sandhills,  uv-tv 
covered  with  jungle,  begin  and  last  till  the  11th  mile.    At  the   12th  mile  we  cru«s  ap  •  .  « 
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Route  No.  klL—concld. 

Bdmpur  to  Kdhni,  vid  Zidrat-i-Abbdi— concld. 
Authority — Jennings. 


Staff*  or  halting  place. 


Description,  4c 


nulla  in  flood ;  here  much  green  grass  of  spontaneous  growth,  something  like  lucerne  with  a 
yellow  flower,  called  Maina  in  the  Punjab,  where  it  is  cultivated  like  lucerne,  and  Kasauli 
in  Hindustani,  exists. 

At  131  miles  we  cross  another  dry  nulla  bed.  At  161  miles  the  undulating  sandhills  cease, 
and  we  arrive  at  the  halting  place.  Road  to-day  ran  nearly  due  W.  over  same  plain,  parallel 
to  the  great  hamun  and  available  for  all  arms.  The  western  extreme  of  the  latter,  where  the 
Heliri  river  enters  it,  is  8  miles  on  the  left.  Here  on  our  left  is  an  excellent  well  with 
plentiful,  sweet  perennial,  water ;  grass,  wood,  grazing  plentiful. 


10.  Westxbnbdgbo? 
BijakIbId  culti- 
vation. 


24 


182} 


At  2  miles  is  a  eraveyard,  which  is  the  Ziarat- 
i-Mikdad.  The  plain  here  is  all  green  with  vege- 
tation. At  6}  miles  we  cross  a  dry  nulla,  and  at 
10£  miles  a  jhfl  or  swamp,  the  result  of  the  late 
Tain.  Katauli  grass  abundant ;  grass  and  wood  along  route ;  also  camel  grazing.  At  17  miles 
the  jungle  gets  thinner,  but  grasB  (green)  still  abundant.  At  24  miles  we  reach  the  halting 
place.  Here  grass,  wood,  and  forage  abundant,  while  water  is  brought  by  a  canal  from  the 
Heliri  river,  10  miles  off.  Bijan&bad  is  a  village  51  miles  to  the  W.  It  contains  60  houses, 
100  sheep,  70  bullocks,  10  donkeys.  There  is  a  large  amount  of  cultivation,  irrigated  from 
the  river,  and  supplies  to  a  moderate  amount  are  obtainable.  The  inhabitants  are  slaves  and 
servants  of  Mir  Durrah  Khan,  of  Kahnu,  all  being  Arabs  (vide  Gazetteer).  Road  to-day 
available  for  all  arms  and  still  running  W.,  slightly  inclined  to  N.,  over  the  same  open  plain. 


11.  JajcalAsId        •••  lOf         193}       At  51  miles  we  come  to  Bijan&bad  village  (see 

yesterday's  route),  but  owing  to  the  Heleri 
river  being  in  flood,  we  are  obliged  to  diverge 
to  the  S.  and  to  cross  near  the  Jamalabad  village. 
(Note. — From  here  the  ordinary  road  runs  almost  in  a  straight  line  to  Kahnu,  crossing  the 
Htliri  river  at  5}  miles,  and  Kahnii  is  reached  at  miles  171,  i.e.,  from  Bijan&bad  village ; 
road  running  due  W.  and  available  for  all  arms,  except  when  river  is  in  flood.)  At  10}  miles 
we  reach  the  latter ;  it  contains  25  houses,  20  cows ;  the  inhabitants  are  Arab  slaves  of  Mir 
Durrah  Khan ;  cultivation  from  water,  taken  from  the  Heleri  river;  grass,  wood,  grazing, 
plentiful  here  and  all  along  en  route;  a  small  amount  of  supplies  obtainable. 


12.  KaHh6  ...         14^        207}       The  road  runs  all  the  way  over  an  open  plain, 

crossing  the  river  at  mile  1  to  Kahnu  at  mile 
141 ;  at  mile  131  we  P**8  a  high  knoll  on  the  left, 
called  Tump-i-Firuz  Khan.  Kahnu  is  the  capital 
of  the  Btidb&r  district.  The  origin  of  its  name  is  from  Kdhn  =karez.  It  contains  14  karezes 
or  KJhnt  in  good  working  order,  and  water  drains  through  it  from  N.  8.  and  W.  It  is  of  con- 
siderable importance  and  is  on  the  main  road  ;  leading  from  Bandar  Abbas  to  Karman.  Here 
in  a  very  large  amount  of  cultivation  from  karezes  and  rain  water,  while  grass,  wood,  and 
grazing  are  most  abundant.  The  neighbourhood  is  fertile,  and  very  fine  dates  are  produced. 
'1  be  district  of  Knhnti  contains  40  villages,  all  possessing  cultivation  ;  23  irrigated  from 
river  water.  14  from  karezes  (tee  Gazetteer).  The  inhabitants  of  Kahnu  are  all  Arab  slaves 
or  terwntB  of  Mir  Durrah  Khan,  and  have  lived  in  their  present  condition  for  11  genera- 
tions. The  inhabitants  of  the  Kahnu  district  are  not  slaves ;  but  are  a  mixed  lot  composed 
of  Bilucbis,  Sarhaddis,  Persians,  Arabs,  and  even  Pathans. 
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11 

•  •  • 

ft 

••• 

The  Post  road      ... 

•  •• 

457 

326 

il 

ess 

11 

••• 

The  Haft  Mulla  Pass 
and  Firuzabad  ... 

225 

457 

327 

i» 

•  ■■ 

II 

... 

Khrfrmuj  and  Firu- 
zibad 

248 

462 

328 

»i 

•  •• 

n 

•  •  • 

The  Tan^-i-Bahash 
and  Firuzabad  ... 

205 

465 

329 

n 

•  •  ■ 

>» 

».. 

Kalfmeh  and  Jarah 

172* 

467 

330           „ 

•  •  • 

»i 

«•» 

Burasjun,  Janih  ... 

196 

470 

107 

it 

•  •  • 

Tibran 

•■. 

Shiraz  and  Isfahan 

717 

142 

•  385 

G 

•  •  • 

>t 

••• 

The  Post  road     ... 

717 

579 

386 

Caspian    (The) 

•  •• 

Tihran 

••• 

The  Chilis  Valley... 

111 

590 

40 

Chahbar  (145) 

•  •• 

Bam  pur 

••  • 

The  Fanoch  Pass ... 

241 

52 

41 

ii 

•  • 

»i 

<■• 

Geh 

1964 

54 

40a 

ii 

•  •  • 

ii 

... 

Champ 

•  •  • 

54a 

108 

ii 

■  •  • 

ii 

••• 

Kasrkand 

71 

145 

109 

ii 

•  •  • 

Gw&dar 

•  •  • 

••• 

80 

146 

Appx.  IX 

ii 

••» 

Herat 

••  • 

Bampur  and  Sfstan 

•  •  • 

698 

110 

ii 

••• 

Jashk 

«•• 

•  •  • 

96 

147 

172 

ii 

«.. 

tf 

a  » • 

■  •• 

192 

242 

2C8 

ii 

•  •• 

Kasrknnd 

•  •• 

■  •• 

... 

291 

111 

ii 

••• 

Kej 

•  •• 

•  *• 

70 

148 

112 

Chagh*khdr 

•■  • 

Gulfai^n 

•  •• 

•  •• 

162 

148 

154 

*t 

•  •  . 

Isfahan 

•  •  . 

Komeshli 

71 

202 

154a 

if 

... 

Isfahan     in 

the 

Chahar  Mahal 

i  •• 

Kara  Bnkh 

87 

202 

28 

Chanir 

•  •  • 

Badaraskan 

•  •  • 

... 

28* 

34 

113 

Chathma-i-AK  (150) 

Mazandaran 

•  •  • 

Shamshir  Bar  Pass 

71* 

150 

114 

Chikisbliar  (151) 

*•« 

Askabad 

•  •  • 

».• 

826 

151 

88 

M 

••• 

Bujnurd 

•  •  ■ 

••• 

169 

118 

244* 

91 

•  •  • 

Mashbad 

•  •• 

••• 

•  »  • 

332 

115 

Chinaran 

••• 

Kalat-i-Arab 

•  •• 

••• 

108 

153 

£63 

9* 

D 

•  •  • 

Macfnan 

•  •• 

• 

••  • 

•  •  « 

867 

116 

D&mghin 

••• 

Tabas 

« • « 

••• 

411 

154 

357 

99 

•  •  • 

*» 

•  •• 

Khur 

4111 

614 

117 

99 

••  ■ 

Yaxd 

•  •  • 

•«« 

873 

155 

410 

W 

•»• 

»• 

•«i 

•  •• 

373 

641 

6 


No.  of  Route 

* 

• 

From 

To 

VIA 

Diataaeeta     «!_ 

milta. 

• 

118 

Darib  (156) 

•  •  • 

Firdzabad 

••• 

Jaii  rum 

167 

157 

119 

»» 

■  •• 

Shiraz 

•  •• 

Lake  Niria 

182 

ISO 

831 

•  •« 

»» 

•  •  • 

Faaa 

150 

411 

120    Daraghaz  (161) 

•  •• 

Abivard 

*  •  • 

•  •• 

36 

161 

121 

n 

•  «  • 

Askabad 

••• 

•  •• 

40 

161 

181 

»» 

•  •    • 

Kalat-i-Nadirf 

•  •  • 

•  ■  • 

69 

2S8 

122 

*» 

•  •  • 

Kdchan 

••« 

The  Dawand  Pan.., 

70 

162 

232 

»» 

•  •• 

tt 

•  •  ■ 

»»            ••• 

70 

316 

231 

n 

•  •• 

99 

•  •  ■ 

The    AllahuAkbar 

1  MB                                 ••  • 

53 

316 

123 

t» 

•  •  • 

Marv 

•  •• 

•  •a 

160 

163 

247 

99 

•  •  • 

Maahhad 

•  ■  • 

Chapishluand  Bad- 

248 

n 

•  •• 

tt 

••• 

kill 
Dautliand  Radkin 

12?i 
109 

335 
337 

124 

tt 

t  ■  • 

Sarakhs 

•  •• 

•••             • 

146 

163 

316 

•» 

•  •■ 

M 

•  ■• 

Chichi 

•  *• 

434 

125 

Daulatfbad  (164) 

•  •■ 

Xihawand 

•  •• 

•  •  a 

27* 

161 

126 

Dizfiil  (165) 

•  •  • 

Basra 

•  •  • 

■  «• 

139 

165 

Appx.  Ill 

tt 

•  •  • 

tt 

•  •  ■ 

Hawfeah 

139 

679 

98 

99 

*  •  • 

Bdrujird 

•  •  • 

Kburamabad 

2141 

128 

99 

tt 

•  •ft 

» 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

133 

131 

127 

tt 

•  •• 

tt 

•  •a 

Khuramabid 

•  »• 

166 

128 

tt 

•  •• 

Karmanshah 

•  •« 

••• 

277 

169 

129 

99 

•  •• 

Khuramibad 

•  •• 

Valmiin 

1551 

in 

130 

99 

••■    1                        $9 

•  •  • 

Kirab  and  the  ib- 

i-Zal  Valley       ... 

•  »• 

174 

221 

n 

•  •• 

tt 

•  •  • 

••• 

•  •* 

309 

222 

m 

•  •  ■ 

tt 

•  •• 

Miahvand    and  the 
Kfalin  Pass 

92 

309 

223 

Dizfiil 

•  •  • 

$9 

•  •• 

The    Taog-i-Zarda- 
wit 

♦•» 

310 

224 

»t 

•  «*• 

tt 

•  •• 

■ . « 

157 

311 

225 

99 

«  •  • 

tt 

•  •  • 

••• 

rat 

313 

131 

$9 

•  •  • 

Mnhammarah 

•  •• 

_            ••• 

196 

174 

132 

99 

•  •  • 

Sbuatar 

•  •• 

£b-i-Bft 

381 

175 

846 

99 

•  •• 

tt 

*  •  • 

t*                   •  •• 

37 

495 

133 

ft 

•  •  • 

»» 

•  •  • 

Kovnik 

36* 

175 

134 

Dizak  (176) 

•  •  • 

Jalk 

•  •  • 

Nibu 

66 

176 

170 

« 

» 

•  •• 

tt 

•  «  • 

i»                        ••• 

66 

234 

289 

99 

•  •• 

Rfgin 

•  •  • 

Sarbad 

••• 

** 

135 

99 

•  •  * 

6arhad  and  Rfgin 

S£b 

76 

17T 

89 

Darin 

■  •  • 

Bujnurd 

•  •• 

•  ■  • 

84 

119 

9 

Darangar  (177) 

•  •• 

Aikibid 

•  •■ 

•  •• 

20 

12 

136* 

P 

•  •• 

» 

•  •  • 

Annan 

184 

175 

76 

Farfth 

•  *  • 

Birjand 

•  •• 

Anirdara 

185| 

98 

76 

jf) 

■  •  • 

tt 

•  •• 

Duron 

90# 

96 

77 

tt 

•  •  t 

»» 

•  «  • 

* 
tt                   ••• 

216 

» 

282 

tt 

•  •• 

Niahipdr 

•  •• 

Birjand               ...  1 

402 

3» 

No.  of  Boole. 

From 

— - — -y- 

To 

TiA. 

Distance  in 
miles. 

Plage. 

•  •  • 

Fabr&j 

... 

> 

... 

••• 

178 

137 

Farraahband  (178) 
Farfman  (180) 

•  •  • 

Kazr&n 

... 

Jarah 

64 

178 

138 

•  •• 

Nishapdr 

.  ■  * 

•  •  a 

65 

180 

102 

Ffruxabad    (181) 

•  •• 

Bdahahr 

••• 

Kbrfrmdj         and 
Kalfmeh 

177 

136 

130 

f» 

•  •• 

9* 

•  •  • 

Tangiatan             ... 

189 

.181 

118 

n 

*  •  • 

Dar£b 

•  •  • 

Jahrum 

167 

157 

.     140 

n 

eta 

Kangdn 

•  •  • 

•  mm 

96 

182 

185 

»» 

•  •• 

»9 

9  •  • 

•  •  a 

96 

261 

14 

Fi'ruzkdh  (182) 

•  •» 

Asbraf 

•  •  • 

Zirab 

115 

16 

15 

n 

«•• 

Asolat 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

aoo 

17 

141 

n 

•  ■  • 

Astrabid 

•  a« 

Chasbmah  and  tbe 

• 

• 

8ir-i-Tang 

216 

183 

Qt 

• 

i 

148 

Gahwara 

•  a  • 

Hardnabacl 

■ 
•  •• 

»•• 

Ml 

193 

90     Garmab... 

t  •  a 

Bujnurd 

•  •  • 

... 

62| 

119 

••• 

Ghain    ... 

•  a  • 

■  •  a 

••• 

•  •  • 

184 

292 

Gbdrian 

•  •  • 

Rdi  Kbaf 

■  •  ■ 

Kafafc                   ... 

77 

410 

293 

tt 

•  •  • 

iMin'ab 

•  a  a 

8argun 

89 

411 

268 

Gndar-i-Slrarin 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

■  a  a 

64 

374 

142 

Gulambar  (184) 

•  a  • 

Sulfmanfa 

•  •  • 

Ahmad  Kalwan  ... 

•  a  a 

185 

148 

Gulfaigan  (185) 

♦  •■ 

Burujird 

•  •  * 

Khunsar   and  AU 
Gudar* 

129 

184 

112 

#» 

•  •■ 

Chagbakbdr 

•  a  a 

•  •  • 

162 

148 

144 

*» 

•  •  • 

Isfahan 

•  aa 

Khdnsar  and  Imam- 
zada  Ishmail     ... 

171 

186 

165 

n 

tat 

9* 

M» 

aaa 

• .» 

203 

145 

f» 

•  Ot 

Kdm 

•  •  • 

a  •* 

96 

187 

234 

« 

•  •  • 

M 

■  a  m 

Kamain               „. 

112 

819 

294 

Gunatrfd 

a  a  • 

Rui  Kbit 

aaa 

•  •  a 

77* 

412 

278 

Gurgan ... 

•  •• 

Nardfn 

•  •• 

aaa 

48 

391 

170a 

Gotbt  (188) 

•  *  • 

JHlk 

a  aa 

Sinukan 

61 

234 

145a         * 

•  •• 

Wnsht 

aaa 

•  •  a 

61    ■ 

188 

42 

Gwadar 

•  •  * 

Bampur 

•  a  a 

Kaaarkand           ... 

262 

55 

43 

» 

•  •  • 

» 

«  •  « 

Sarbaa 

2514 

57 

109 

99 

■  a  • 

CbaJibar 

a  a  a 

••» 

80 

146 

• 

H 

146 

Hamadan  (190) 

•  •• 

Bdrdjird 

•  •t 

Daulatibad 

66| 

191 

302 

>i 

aaa 

Sabna 

•  at 

•  •• 

89 

419 

147 

ft 

oot 

Sultaniah 

•  •a 

a  «  • 

••• 

192 

854 

ft 

•  •  t 

»» 

aaa 

Kabutarhang 

119* 

511 

387 

• 

99 

•  •• 

Tihran 

taa 

Aveb  and  SitgzUtbid 

202 

692 

8 


No.  of  Boute. 


388 

148 

149 

10 

60 

Appz.  IX 

... 

78 

78 

Appx,  IX 

176 

Appx.  VIII 

249 

250 
251 
283 
298 
389 
150 
332 
45 


From 


Hamadan  (190) 
Hardnabdd  (192) 
Hasan  Kuli  (193) 
Her£t 


n 
tt 
it 
t» 
it 
tt 
tt 
it 
tt 

it 
a 
a 
it 
it 


Hiudfon  (194>- 


it 

• » 


Hudian 


151 

Isfahan  (195) 

152 

n 

153 

it 

154 

» 

154</ 

n 

144 

»»• 

To 


155 
156 
157 
206 
275 
Appx.  X. 

•  •  • 

185 
159 
333 
385 
334 
160 
161 
162 

347 
163 

■  *  • 

164 
165 


a 
tt 
n 
tt 
>» 
»» 
a 
a 
tt 
t* 

tt 

n 
tt 
» 

it 
it 
tt 
tt 
tt 


Tihran 
Gahwara" 
Kara  Kala 
A*kab£d 
Bandar  Abbas 


tt 

tt 


Birjand 


it 


Cbahbar 

Kafn 

Mashhad 


»t 


it 


tt 


Nisbapur 
Sabzawar 
Tihran 
Shiraz 


t> 


Bampur 


Bihbaban 
Burujird 
Bushahr 
Chaghakbur 


»» 


Gulfaigan 


••• 
... 
>•• 
>•< 


Karmanshah 
Kashan 

Nam 
The  Sea 
Shiraz 

M 
J* 
It 


Shdstar 
» 


Tabat 

Tihraa 

Yard 

it 


••• 


i 


Vii 


Distance  in 
mil*.     I 


Savah 


Sarakhs 

•>. 
Birjand  and  Karman 
SistanandBam  ... 
Vazdun 
Ghurian 

Sfatan  and  Bampur 
Charakhi 

Turbat-i-Shaikh 

Jami 

Himma tabid  ...  I 
Kihriz  and  Ruaanak 
Faridan 
Tdrbat-i-Haldari ... ' 
Kbaf  and  Tursbii  ' 
Baabt 


TheKuhgehluuilh 


«••  i 


Shiraz 
Kotneshli 
Kara  Bukb 
...     Iinarazada    IsbmaU 
and  Khunair    ... 


Hisar 
Nathanz 


• • •  .  ... 

...    Ekli'd 

...    Targhanand  Aanpas 

...  !  Eklid 

...    Post  Road 

...  !  Targhan 

...  ,  Ardal 

i 

TheChabaV   Mahal 
and  Razuft 
...  I  Baziiffc  ... 

...  i  Ardakan 

Kaahan  and  Kum 

Vartdn  "" 


200 

••• 

156 
3881 

•  •  • 

795 
849} 
224 
131 

178 
234 

215| 

225| 

184ft 

1971 

335 

645ft 


••• 

* .« 


t 


367 
211* 

71 

87 

171 

359 
106} 
95 
i<2 


292ft 
273ft 
*92 

278 
264 
277 

296 
258 
373 

••» 
201 
177  ft 


892 
193 
193 
12 
09 
699 

7»i 
luO 
U*3 

a* 

2a2 

am 

33* 
311 
342 

3*6 
415 

194 

473 

61 


196 
199 
2<U 
201 
202 

1SJ 
2i<J 
Sit* 
2>tf 
2w 
3^ 
7'." 
>« 
2-t! 
2  !<> 
474 
474 
475 
211 
213 

219 
496 
230 


9 


1 

No.  of  Route. 

From 

To 

Yla 

- 

J 

V 

166 

Jajarm  (228) 

•  •* 

Astribad 

••■ 

Naudih 

91 

» 

»#• 

B&jnurd 
ShAhrud 

••» 

>•• 

167 

it 

•  •• 

... 

Bustam 

168 

it 

•  *• 

*• 

#  •  • 

Xardi'B 

46 

Jalk  (231) 

•  •• 

Bampur 

••• 

••• 

169 

j» 

•  •  • 

»» 

••• 

••• 

134 

n 

•  •• 

Dizak 

••• 

Nahu 

170 

t* 

•  •  • 

»» 

... 

it                        ••• 

170a 

»» 

• .  • 

Gi'isht 

••• 

a.nukaa 

170c 

n 

•  «  • 

Ladis 

••• 

Desert 

170 

*» 

•  •  • 

» 

••• 

Nahu   and    Desert 
route       skirting 
the  hills            ... 

317 

Jam 

•  •  • 

Sarakhs 

•  •• 

Pul-i-Khatun      ... 

47 

Jashk  (239) 

... 

Bampur 

••• 

The  Sadaich  Biver 

171 

#> 

«•• 

a 

•  •  • 

Fanoch 

51 

a 

.*• 

Bandar  Abbas 

I** 

Minab 

52 

a 

•  «  • 

it 

•  •  • 

99                                            •  •• 

110 

» 

•  •• 

Chihbar 

••• 

..• 

172 

n 

•  •• 

i> 

••• 

•  •• 

173 

it 

*•• 

Karman 

•  •  • 

Khanu 

174 

it 

•  ■  • 

Kasrkand 

.  • » 

lieh 

209 

it 

•  •• 

n 

*  •  • 

Korandab 

286 

n 

•  •• 

Ramishk 

••• 

•  •  •       4 

174a 

Jauri  (247) 

... 

Bampur 

•  ■ . 

• 
•  •• 

289a 

ft 

•  •• 

Rigan 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

215 

Julfa 

K 

... 

Kboi 

••■ 

•  •• 

47a 

K&hnu 

•  •• 

Bampur 
Minab 

•■  • 

Ziarat-i- Abbes     ... 

1744 

»» 

•  •• 

••• 

••• 

Kabushan 

■  a  • 

•  •  • 

••• 

"*175 

Kafo  (251) 

•  •• 

Anardara 

...  |  Gulwarda 

63 

it 

ft  •  . 

Bashruja 

•  •♦ 

Birfan                    •«. 

176 

i% 

•  •• 

Herat 

*•■ 

CUarakha             ... 

177 

99 

•  •  • 

Kliaf 

■  ■  * 

••* 

178 

n 

•  «  ■ 

Sabza  war  (Afghanis- 

. 

Un) 

t  •  « 

Gazfk                  ... 

179 

tt 

•  ■  ■ 

»> 

•  •  ■ 

Yazddn               ^ 

358 

91 

■  .  • 

Tabas 

•  •• 

••* 

397 

99 

•  •• 

Tun 

•  •• 

Bihad 

115 

Kalat-i-Arab 

■  •• 

Chinaran 

•  »■ 

<•% 

180 

Kalat-i-Nadiri  (255) 

Bujnurd 

•  •• 

Daraghaz 

181 

•t 

•  •• 

Daraghaz 

•  »• 

••• 

162 

99 

•  •• 

Mair 

t  •  • 

•  a. 

252 

If 

■  •  • 

Mashhad 

m  •  • 

Kardih 

Distance  in 
miles. 


1351 

714 

62 

52 

198* 

1961 

66 

66 

61 

122 


158| 
72 

275 
324 
224| 
198| 

96 
192 
481 
256 
254? 

•  •  • 

109 

112 

CO 


Psfe. 


228 
120 
230 
230 
61 
232 
176 
234 
234 
236 


237 

439 

63 

239 

69 

72 

147 

242 
242 
245 
291 
401 
247 
407 
304 


207! 

66a 

101} 

248 

•  •  ■ 

251 

247 

251 

96 

87 

173 

252 

80 

252 

219 

253 

171 

255 

104 

516 

63 

624 

108 

153 

171 

256 

69 

558 

122 

449 

74 

322 

10 


Ho.  of  Bout*. 


252 

253 

254a 

254a 

183 

184 

818 

103 

140 

185 

20 

92 

93 

149 

186 

187 

188 

63 

64 

189 

79 

173 

174 

238 

190 
191 
192 
193 
194 
359 
195 
411 
196 
412 
197 
198 
100 
128 
156 
186 
199 
226 
200 
303 
804 
128 
201 
351 
202 
203 
204 
205 
372 
157 
206 
276 
207 
413 


From 


Katf t-i-Nadiri  (255) 


99 
» 

n 


99 

Kalfmeh 
Kangun  (261) 

KaraKala 

»» 

»» 

Karind  (261) 
Karxnan  (262) 

•> 
tt 

>9 

*i 
» 
*t 
tf 
ft 


•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •• 


>» 
M 

n 

i  ft 
n 

tt 

99 
99 

Kannanflhah  (278) 

91 
99 
M 
»> 
>» 
J* 
9* 
99 
»> 
M 
»> 
)9 
9* 
99 
M 
M 
M 

Kasbin  (287) 
t* 
»t 
»» 

n 


*•• 
.*• 

•  •• 
■ » • 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •■ 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  «• 

■  •  • 

•  •• 
••• 
••• 
«•• 

•  •« 
... 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •• 


•  •• 

•  •• 
»•• 

•  •• 

•  «• 

*•> 


••• 

•  •• 
• .. 

•  •• 
itt 
*»> 


•  •• 


To 


«M 


•  •• 

•  •• 

.  «  ■ 


Mashhad 
Mashad 

tt 

Sarakhi 
»> 

Busbahr 

Firuzabid 

Astrabad 
Bujnurd 

Hasan  KtiH 
Karmanflhjh 
Bam  * 
Bandar  Abbat 

Baihruya 
Birjand 

Jaibk 

Kasrkand 

Lar 


Mi  nab 

Sebkoha  (Sfstfn)  ... 

SMt&z 

Tabai 

Ya^d 
if  ••• 


Baghdad 


>» 


Bfirdjird 

Dizful 

Isfahan 

Karind 

Khanikin 

KhuramabaVl 

Sabna 


#» 


Shustar 
Sulfmanfa 

t* 
tf 
if 

99 

TabHr 
Isfahan 

Nam 
Yazd 

M 


•  •• 

•  •• 

•  .. 
.  •  • 

•  «• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  «• 

<•• 

•  »• 

•  •  • 


TO 


••4 


Kardib 
Karatagan 


»t 


Charhardih 
Karatagan 
Chacba 

Kb<5rmuj  and  Tan- 
gistan 


••• 


Earai 
Uzun  Dara 

Gahwara 

DihBakri 
Saidabad  &  Ahmadi. 


••• 


••• 
••• 


Kbabfs 

Naiband 

Khanu 

Geb 

Bahramltfd  and 

Saidabad 
Jerdftand  Rddkan 

••• 
Abtibtkr 
Saidabad  and  Nfrfs. 

The  Dast-i-Lut   ... 
Karmanshihan    . . . 

••• 
Ktihbanin 
Bafk 
Khanikin 
Mendali 


••• 


Huair 

Gahwara 
Zohab 


••• 
••• 


««• 
••• 

••• 
••• 


Ahmad  Kulwin 


»t 


••• 
••• 


Gahwarf  and  Zohib 

Hallebji 

Jaanru  and  Avroman 

Karind  and  Zoliab. 

Sain  Kala  &  Binab. 

Nathans 


i» 
*» 
>» 
tt 


1 


342| 
106| 

•»« 
110 
263 
150 


*n. 


83 

72    ' 

87 

87 

*•• 

77    I 
104 

88 
96 

96    | 

113    ' 

104i 

166 

...       ! 

146* 

382* 

379| 

276| 

259 

310 

481 

256 

411 

276 


267 

267 

210} 

237 

264 

226ft 

2161 

» •  - 

204 
277 
353 


122 

.*• 
121 
79 


I 


344 
3i5 
347 
318 
2*> 
20) 
439 

137 
ls2 
261 
23 
12L 


1» 
2*2 
3© 


73 
97 
2tf 
1*<3 
242 
245 

323 
26S 

<*3 
27J 
271 
2TJ 
514 
273 
042 

277 
6*5 
S70 
2*1 
1» 
lO 
2* 


313 


45) 
4JI 
4*7 
2M 

s>n 

2*4 
2*5 


2*7 

2*7 


SB* 


11 


No.  of  Routt. 

From 

To 

VIA 

Difltanetix 
miieg. 

1      Ptgo. 

208 

Kasafkand  (291)     ...  I  CMhbar 

... 

Nathanz 

... 

291 

209 

» 

Jashk 

... 

Korandab 

254(P) 

291 

210 

i*                       ••• 

Kej 

... 

Par ud,  and  Mand... 

140 

298 

211 

Kazran    or    Kazirun 

Bihbahan 

•<■ 

The  Mamaseni  Coon- 

(294) 

try 

... 

294 

137 

»                                       M. 

Farrtishband 

••• 

Jereh                   ... 

62| 

178 

402 

Kehrfe 

TurbSt-i-Shaikh 

J&mi 

... 

*• . 

96 

627 

111 

Eej 

Chihbfr 

•»• 

... 

70 

148 

210 

it                           ••• 

Kasrkand 

... 

PartSd  and  Mand ... 

140 

293 

212 

Khabb(296) 

Bam 

... 

... 

116 

296 

213 

»                                                 ••• 

Nfh 

... 

The  Deiertof  Lut 

808 

298 

335 

»                                              •  ••• 

Shiriz 

•*. 

Karmaa  and  Saidi- 

bad 

444 

477 

177 

Khif 

Ktfn 

*•« 

«t» 

82 

252 

398 

j*                           ••• 

Tun 

... 

Gdnib&d 

72 

625 

414 

it                                       •  •• 

Yazd 

... 

.••• 

262 

650 

199 

Khanikin                 ... 

Karaanshih 

... 

Zoh<b 

•  •  • 

282 

37 

Kairod  (299) 

Bam 

... 

... 

231 

47 

*14 

»                          ••• 

Saidib&d 

... 

Ahmadi 

236* 

300 

255 

Khfva 

Mashhad 

... 

Mary                    ... 

•«• 

348 

Appx.  IV. 

Khoi  (303) 

Azrum 

... 

Baiazid 

*  •  • 

679 

215 

i) 

Julfa 

... 

••• 

60 

304 

216 

n 

Nakjivan 

... 

Nasik                   ... 

■  •  • 

304 

873 

n                                    ••• 

Tabriz 

... 

Marand 

••• 

540 

881 

n 

Van 

... 

••• 

•  ■i 

304 

217 

Khur  (304) 

Biarjamand 

.•< 

... 

•«• 

305 

218 

>#                          ... 

Nafn 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

305 

219 

it                         ••• 

Sabzawar 

••• 

... 

•  ■  • 

306 

220 

»» 

Samnan 

... 

... 

■  ■  % 

307 

415 

»f                          ••• 

Yazd 

• » » 

Paaht-i-Badam    ... 

205 

651 

129 

Khnram4Md(308)... 

Diifdl 

... 

Valmifta 

1551 

171 

130 

*»                    ••• 

t» 

... 

The  Jfb-i-ZallValley 
and  Kfrab 

... 

174 

221 

»>                    ••• 

91 

>•• 

... 

... 

309 

222 

>»                    ... 

» 

... 

Miahvand  and  the 
Kialan  Pass     ... 

... 

309 

223 

»                    ••• 

*» 

••• 

The  Tang-i-Zarda- 
war 

... 

810 

224 

„                   ... 

99 

..  a 

... 

157 

311 

225 

» 

M 

... 

»•» 

132* 

312 

226 

»»                   ... 

Karmaoshib 

... 

•M 

122 

318 

21 

Kizil  Arrit  (313)    ... 

Aitrabad 

•  •• 

... 

150 

23 

227 

>»                    ••• 

Balkan 

•  •  • 

»»• 

128 

314 

228 

>t                    ••• 

Bamf 

.«> 

>.. 

351 

314 

94 

w                                  ... 

Bujnurd 

... 

... 

154 

124 

279 

»» 

Nardfn 

... 

Kara  Eala 

188| 

393 

11 

Kuchln  or  Kabashan 
(314) 

Askabad 

«•« 

Aughaz 

46 

14 

229 

M                               ••• 

»» 

... 

»                    ... 

38* 

315 

12 

»                               ••• 

m 

•  •  • 

Imimguli             ... 

39 

15 

230 

>}                               ••• 

»» 

... 

»»                     ••• 

46 

315 

231 

»                               ••• 

Daraghaz 

... 

Allahd  Akbar  Paw 

53 

316 

122 

»                               ••• 

n 

*  •  ■ 

Dawand  Pass 

70 

163 

232 

ft                               ... 

n 

... 

»                ... 

70 

316 

2556 

„                               ... 

Mashhad 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

350 

299 

>»                               ••• 

Sabzawar 

... 

69 

416 

836 

Kun-i-Dinlh 

Sbiraz   and 

back 

again 

•  •• 

a  ■  • 

.. . 

479 

319 

K&nain                   »•• 

Saraldm 

•  •  • 

Pul.i-Khatun       ... 

72 

440 

It 


tfo.  of  Boate. 

233 

Eun 

145 

.  99 

234 

99 

271 

* 

»$ 

235 

99 

236 

n 

390 

»» 

From 


68     Kumitbah 
256a  Kuih    Habit    near 
Herit 


To 


Bunijird 
Galfaigin 


>» 


Muhammarah 


Snltanf&h 

Tihrin 
Bihbahan 


I70o 

Ladii 

•  « « 

170<? 

M 

•  •• 

54 

La>  (322) 

•  •• 

237 

it 

•  •• 

238 

W 

•  •• 

239 

» 

•  •  • 

337 

ft 

•  •• 

338 

»» 

•  •• 

240 

Lingah  or  Lin  jih  (326) 

241 

w 

•  •  • 

242 

Luf tibaVl  (328) 

•  •• 

320 

95 


M 


Jalk 


t» 


Bandar  Abbai 

Earman 

Mughu  Bay 
Shiriz 

BHBtak 

Shiriz 

Mar? 


» 


Magaa 
Mana 

243  |  Mangasht  (329) 
348 

244  Maragha  (380) 
265 
305 
123 
182 
242 
256 
257 
258 


••  • 
•■• 
«*• 

••• 
••• 


Marr 


n 


$$ 


99 


•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •  ■ 


Sarhad 

Bujnurd 

Shustar 

Miami 

Sahna 

Daraghaz 

Kalat-i-Nadiri 

Luftfbad 

Masbhad 

99 
99 


•  •• 


•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 


Via 


Sultaoibad 

•  •  * 

Kanuua 
Sultanabad,    Buru- 

jird,  Itizful  aad 

Shustar 
Bustanak 
Uaiyar 
Sarah 

••• 


ueeen  ••• 

Nahd    and    desert 

root*  •kirtin&  the 

hills  M 


8eidabeM  and  Bab- 
ramabad. 

Kir  and  Firaaftid. 
Jahrum  ... 


Dutan«eiB{ 

miles. 


TbeAtrak 


••• 
••• 

••• 
••• 


Chichi 
Bartfkhe 
Nauraiahld 
Maxdaran 


aad 


182 
95 
112     l 


635 
186 

•  •  • 

110 


2271 


158| 


411 

126 
296 
174 
54 
$39 
170 


62 
41* 

101 
101 


126 
160 
122 
170 
206 
109 


31H 

187 

319 


321 


90 


849 


3»J 

to 


441 


497 
821 
370 


162 


13 


No.  of  Boute 

From 

To 

Via 

Distance  It 
miles. 

1     Pate. 

80 

Maahhad  (331) 

•  •• 

Birjand 

••>• 

Turbat-i-Haidari 
and  Kiiu. 

828 

105 

246 

» 

•  •• 

Bokhara 

•  •  t 

••  ■ 

•  •  • 

332 

246 

»» 

•  ■> 

Bujnurd 

•  •• 

Etlchin 

165} 

334 

244<i 

■         » 

•  •  • 

Chikisliar 

•  t  • 

••• 

300 

332 

247 

tt 

•  »• 

Daraghas 

•  •  • 

Badkan    and  Cha- 
pishlti 

127* 

335 

248 

tt 

•  •• 

»» 

•  •• 

Radkhan  and  Duutli 

109 

337 

249 

tt 

•  •• 

Hera*t 

•  •  • 

Turbat-i-Shaikh 
J  ami 

215| 

338 

250 

tt 

•  •• 

•> 

••• 

Hiumiatibad 

225} 

341 

251 

tt 

•».. 

tt 

•  •• 

Kibrfz  and  Rnaanak 

184} 

342 

Appx.  VIII 

tt 

•  •« 

tt 

»  •  • 

••■ 

234 

688 

252 

tt 

•  •• 

Katft-i-Nfdm 

•  •  • 

Kardih                ... 

74 

343 

252a 

,, 

•  •• 

n 

«•  • 

••• 

83 

844 

253 

n 

•  •  • 

it 

•  •• 

Kardih 

72 

845 

254 

tt 

•  •  • 

*t 

«•• 

Khur  and  Karata- 
gaa 

87 

347 

254a 

tt 

•  •  • 

tt 

•  •• 

•f* 

87 

348 

255 

tt 

•  •  • 

Khiva 

•  •  • 

Marr 

••• 

848 

255a 

tt 

■  •• 

Ktish    Habit   near 

• 

Herat 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

2271 

349 

255* 

tt 

•  •• 

Kucban 

•  •  • 

••• 

••• 

350 

256 

tt 

•  •  t 

Marr 

•  •  • 

Chacha* 

206 

852 

257 

it 

•  •  • 

n 

••• 

Sarakha 

199 

852 

258 

tt 

•  .  • 

it 

t  •  • 

Mazdarln  and  Nau- 
niz&bad 

••  ■ 

353 

273 

ft 

•  •■ 

Naiband 

•  •  • 

Tun 

319 

387 

295 

tt 

•  •  • 

Rui  Khtf 

••• 

•  •• 

126 

413 

259 

n 

ft  m  • 

SaWUchs 

•  •  • 

The      Ak-Darband 
Pass  and  Nauruzi- 
bad 

96} 

355 

280 

tt 

•  ■• 

*t 

•  •  • 

Mazdaran 

91 

357 

261 

tt 

•  •• 

t* 

••• 

Khawrand  Chachrf 

101—6 

358 

360 

tt 

•  •  • 

Tabaa 

» •  • 

Yunai  and  Tdrbat-i- 
Haidari 

240 

617 

262 

tt 

•  •• 

Tihrin 

••» 

•  •  • 

546 

359 

891 

tt 

•  •  • 

tt 

••• 

Nisbapur           and 
Shahrud. 

635 

600 

261a 

t> 

•  •■ 

Tirpul 

••• 

•■• 

168 

859 

401 

99 

•  •• 

TurMt-i-Hfldari ... 

••■ 

77 

626 

405 

tt 

•  •• 

Tuwhii 

••• 

•  •  • 

••• 

630 

416 

it 

•  •  • 

Yazd 

••• 

Badar   Askan   and 
Puaht-i-Badam  >M 

607f 

652 

8 

Mashhad-i-Sar 

•  •• 

Amnl 

•#• 

•  •  ■ 

38 

6 

113 

Mizandaran 

•  •• 

Chashma-i-Ali 

••» 

Shamshfr  Bar  Paas 

71} 

150 

263 

Mizinan  (367) 

•  •» 

China*  ran 

••• 

*  •  • 

•  • » 

367 

264 

tt 

•  •• 

N  i  shape r 

••• 

Jagatai-Jonrain  ... 

165} 

368 

244 

Miina  (369) 

•  •• 

Marigha 

••• 

••• 

••• 

331 

265 

M 

•  •• 

» 

« •  • 

••• 

••• 

370 

422  1 

•» 

•  •< 

Zmjan 

•«  • 

Akkand 

83 

669 

65 

Mfhib  (370) 

••• 

Bandar  Abba* 

••• 

Dih-i-Nau 

63 

80 

56 

it 

•  •• 

M 

«•• 

Dolgah 

62k 

81 

67 

ft                         » 

•  •• 

I* 

•  • . 

ShiinQ 

70 

81 

266 

Minfl>  (370) 

•  ■• 

Bandar  Abbas 

••  • 

••• 

62} 

371 

190 

M 

•  •• 

Karmati 

••• 

Rudkhin           and 
Jerdft 

276 

268 

268 

» 

•  #• 

Gudir-i-Sbaran 

•■• 

••• 

64 

374 

1746 

• 

t» 

•  •• 

Kahatk 

••• 

••• 

101} 

248 

14 


Ko.  of  Route. 


n 


267 

374 

Appx.  V 
VI 
239 
269 
60 
270 
131 
271 


272 

349 


273 
274 
275 
276 
218 
417 
277 

216 
278 
279 
213 
125 
280 
340 

22 

281 
282 
1S8 
283 
264 
284 
300 
861 
399 
406 


From 


Minah  Creek 
Mosul 


Mughu  Bay  (374)  ... 

»  ••• 

Muhammarah    (376) 


»» 

n 


9» 

n 


••• 


N 


Naiband  (387) 
Ntin  (389) 


••• 


>• 


Nakshvan  or  Nakji- 
van  (390) 

Nardfo(391)  '.'.. 

Nih 

Nibawand 
Nirfs  (392) 
iV  •». 

Nishapur  (394)       ... 

n  ••■ 

n  ••• 

»  ... 

w  ... 

j»  ••• 

n  ••• 
t* 

M 

t$ 
n 


... 
... 
#•• 
... 


To 


Bandar  Abbas 
Tabriz 


>• 

Ushnai 

Lar 

Shiraz 

Bandar  Dilam 

Bushahr 

Dizfiil 

Kum 


Shustar 


Mashhad 

Yazd 

Isfahan 

Kashan 

Khur 

Yazd 

Baiazid 

Khoi 

Gurgan 

Kizil  Arvat 

Kbabfa 

Daulatabad 

Persepolis 

Shiraz 

Astrabad 


Farah 

Farfman 

Herat 

Mazinan 

Shabrud 

Sabzawar 

Tabas 

Tun 

Tunhfe 


T 


Via 


••• 
••• 


... 
••• 
.»• 
... 
... 
... 


.  •  • 
... 
... 
... 


... 

..  • 
••• 
•*• 
... 
•*• 


Sbamfl  and  Kuh 
Ganao  ... 

Rowaudfa  and 

tfrumfa 

Suj  Bulak 


Lar 
Hindian 


••• 


Dktaaceia 
mita. 


n 


Shurtar/  Dizfdl, 
Burujird  and 
Sultiuabad 

Ahwaz 


••• 


» 


... 


Tun 


Ardakan 


Nasik 


Kara  Kala 

The  desert  of  Lut... 


The  south  shore  of 

Lake  Niris 
Mianaba'd  and 

Jajarm 

»t  ••• 

Birjand 

•«■ 
Faridan 

Jagatai-Jouvain  ... 
n       VaUej ... 


••• 


320 
168 
126 
300 
ISO 
131 
196 


535 

106 
1281 


*•*. 


9t~ 

541 
6*> 
653 


375 
84 

379 
174 


379 
MS 
4*7 


319 

387 

240 

3M 

92 

3S9 

140 

1   35M 

•  •• 

1   « 

124 

€S4 

81 

391 

... 

»U 

48 

391 

18S| 

SJt 

308 

*»* 

27}  1 

164 

114  1 

ua 

1091 

486 

101 

» 

241 

394 

403 

&* 

55 

l-O 

1974 

395 

165* 

3tR 

240 

1   397 

78 

41? 

248 

511 

ttl 


L 


15 


Ho.  of  Route. 


48 
306 
280 
296 
285 


From 


Panjgur 
Panjwfn 

Persepolis  ,. 

Peab  Bab&t   (398)  .. 


n 


To 


Bamptir 

Sahna 

Niris 

BuiKhai 

Sarakha 


E 


286 

4 

287 

16 

288 

375 

376 

392 

135 

289 

289a 

290 

291 

292 

293 

294 

295 

296 

297 

313 


RamUhk 
Baabt 


(401)  ... 
(401)  ... 


t* 


» 


M 


M 


» 


»l 


Bigan 
» 

Bui  Ehaf 
t» 
»i 

n 
it 


(406) 
(407) 


n 


••• 


s 


29 

8abzf 

81 

>j 

96 

>» 

298 

ji 

170 

>» 

179 

»> 

219 

»» 

299 

M 

300 

ft 

(415)  ... 


••• 

••  • 
••• 
»«• 
•«. 
.«* 
#  •• 

•  a. 


.  •  • 
•  »« 


•!• 


Jashk 
Amul 

»» 

Astara 
Tabriz 

n 

Tabriz 
Tibran 
Dizak 

Jauri 
Birjand 

n  ••• 

Ghurian  ... 

•t  ••• 

GanabaVl 
Mashbad 

Pesh  Bablt  ... 

Sabzawar  (Afgban- 

Utan) 
Saninan 


Badartfskan 

Birjand 

Bujnurd 

Herat 

Kiln 


n 


Khur 

Kucban 

KUbapdr 


••• 

••• 
••• 
••• 
... 


•  a. 
•  a. 


Via 


aa* 

•  «• 

... 


Distance  is 
miltf. 


Pul-i-Kbtitun 


. .  • 
••• 
••• 


Ardabfl 

Ahar,  Ardabfl  and 

Astara 
Karghan  and  Ardabfl 

•  • « 

8ft> 

Sarbad  .. 


Charakbs 
Tazdun 
Karat 
Sangun 


••• 


••• 

it  i 


Ahwaa 


t«« 


■». 


TurUt-i-Httdari ... 

Gazfk 

Yazdun 


••• 
••• 


••• 


165 

•  •  • 

114 

■  •  « 

137 


176 

... 
101* 

2901 

211 
76 

•  •  • 

112 

164 

235 

77 

89 

77* 

126 


163 
429 


85* 
164 

66 
835 
219 
171 

•  a. 

69 

72 


Page. 


65 
423 

393 
413 
898 


401 
7 
402 
19 
405 
443 

548 
606 
177 
406 
407 
408 
409 
410 
411 
412 
413 
413 

414 
434 


35 
110 
126 
415 
253 
255 
306 
416 
417 


16 


No.  of  Boute 

From 

To 

Via 

Diitaoecb! 

miles,    . 

*n- 

297 

Sabzawar 

••• 

Rui  Khaf  * 

••  • 

••• 

163 

414 

862 

99 

•  •  • 

Tabas 

••• 

••• 

225 

ns 

301 

» 

■  •• 

Turshxz 

•■• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

418 

302 

Sahna  or  Sehna  (419) 

Hamad  in 

■  •  • 

•»• 

89 

4l'i 

200 

M 

••• 

Karmanahih 

••■ 

••• 

*  • « 

2"*2 

303 

99 

t  •  • 

99 

••• 

•*• 

121 

4&> 

304 

9» 

••  • 

If 

••• 

•«• 

79 

411 

305 

99 

••• 

Maragha 

••• 

*>•• 

126 

422 

306 

99 

■•• 

Pan  j  win 

m  ■  • 

••• 

»«•• 

4r3 

307 

9$ 

•  ■  • 

Sulimania 

•  •• 

Banah                  ... 

•  •  • 

424 

S08 

99 

••• 

(Turkey) 

Panjwfn 

140 

42£7 

352 

99 

•  •  • 

M 

ft*. 

»»                     ••• 

144 

60S 

353 

it 

•  ■  • 

99 

•  •• 

Bistan  and  Panjwfn 

•  «• 

5"9 

309 

9* 

•  •  • 

Tabriz 

•  •  • 

Snkfl 

233 

429 

377 

99 

••• 

t* 

ft  •  ft 

Maragha               ... 

226 

54$ 

310 

99 

•  •  ■ 

Zohab 

•  •• 

••• 

«  •• 

480 

191 

Sehkoha-(Sistan) 

•  •  • 

Kartn&n 

•  •ft 

••• 

♦  •* 

369 

1 

Saidabid       (430) 

••» 

Ahmadi 

•  a  a 

••• 

157 

1 

31 

9* 

•  •  • 

Bahramaba'd 

•  la 

••■ 

60 

36 

214 

l> 

•  •  • 

Kahnu 

•  •• 

Ahmadi               ... 

236* 

>o 

311 

99 

a  a  a 

Shlraz 

■  ft  • 

Nirii 

92 

430 

71 

Samnaa         (433) 

a  a  . 

Beyaza 

•  ■• 

••• 

215 

95 

312 

99 

«  •  • 

Birjand 

•  •  • 

••• 

420 

434 

220 

f» 

•  •  • 

Kbur 

•  •  • 

a  ft. 

... 

307 

363 

99 

•  •• 

Rui  Khaf 

«l> 

•  •• 

429 

414 

314 

9* 

•  •  • 

Tabas 

•  ft  • 

•  •• 

244 

437 

313 

99 

■  •  • 

99 

ft  •  a 

... 

•  •• 

519 

315 

Sarakhi  (438) 

»•• 

B&1&  Murghdb 

•  •  • 

•  •■ 

116 

484 

124 

»* 

•  •• 

Daraghaz 

•  aft 

•  •« 

146 

163 

316 

»» 

•  •• 

99 

•  •» 

ChacM 

146 

438 

317 

>» 

•  •• 

Jam 

•  •  a 

Pul-i-Khatun 

72 

439 

183 

91 

... 

Kalat-i«Nadiri 

•  •  • 

Chahirdih 

••• 

26* 

184 

»» 

•  •• 

99 

•  «• 

Karatagin 

77 

*<^ 

318 

99 

•  •• 

>» 

ft  a  a 

Chacha 

104 

4£> 

319 

It 

•  •  • 

Knhsan 

•  •  • 

Pul-i-Khitdn 

72 

44l> 

259 

Sarakhi 

ft.  • 

Mashhad 

•  ■• 

Nauru zabad  and  the 
A-Darband  Pass 

961 

•^  «• 

260 

•9 

•  •  • 

99 

•  •• 

Uazdaran 

91 

357 

261 

» 

>•• 

n 

•  •• 

Chacha  and  Kbaur 

101-6 

3w 

285 

»» 

•  •• 

P*sh  Rabat 

•  •• 

Pul-i-Khitun       ... 

137 

39S 

135 

Sarhad  (441) 

a  a  a 

Rfgan  Dizak 

•  •• 

Sfb 

76 

177 

320 

i» 

•  ■  • 

Magas 

•  •• 

•  aft 

62 

441 

393 

SaM 

•  •• 

Tihran 

•  •• 

8nrg4h 

•*• 

e» 

23 

Sbahrud  (441) 

•  •■ 

Astribid 

•  ft  • 

Cbalohalian  Pass ... 

07* 

24 

321 

99 

•  •• 

99 

ft  •• 

„      and  Galu- 
gah 

971 

442 

322 

»f 

•  •• 

W 

•  •• 

The        ChalchaTian 

Pass  and  Ziarat ... 

61 

444 

24 

M 

•  •  t 

99 

•  •• 

Kuzluk  Pass 

64 

2$ 

323 

>» 

•  •• 

f> 

•  •• 

»>                    ••• 

67 

441 

324 

» 

■  •  ft 

Bfiintird 

•  •a 

Jajartn                  ... 

16S4 

445 

167 

»» 

ft  a  i 

Tajarfn 

•  •• 

Bnstam 

63 

2X> 

168 

ft 

•  •• 

»» 

•  •• 

Nan.  in 

52 

230 

284 

M 

•  •• 

Nishapdr 

•  •  a 

The  Jagatai-Jouvain 
Valley 

240 

Xr? 

394 

» 

•  •« 

Tihran 

•  •• 

Ftruzkuh 

237 

612 

824a 

Shandak  (447) 

•  •« 

Washt 

•  t  • 

••*             ••• 

55 

447 

58 

8hfraz  (448) 

•  a. 

Bandar  Abbas 

■  •• 

Fata*  and  Darab  ... 

817 

S2 

825 

>f 

•  •• 

•» 

•  ft  ft 

Darab  and  Forg  ... 

217 

US 

69 

Shfras 

•  •  • 

Bihbahan 

•  t  ft 

... 

189 

91 

17 


No.  el  Rout* 

From 

To 

VU 

Distance  in 
miles. 

Pag*. 

104 

Shirk 

•  «  • 

Buahahr 

•  •• 

Firuzibad 

210 

138 

105 

» 

•  •  i 

»» 

•  •  > 

Jarah                    ... 

196 

140 

106 

a 

•  ■  . 

» 

♦  •  ■ 

>»                      ... 

•  •  • 

141 

385 

f» 

■  «  • 

n 

•  »• 

The  Post  Road     ... 

•  •• 

457 

326 

it 

•  •• 

»» 

•  •• 

Ffruzdbad  and  tbc 
Haft  Mulla  Pass  . 

225 

457 

327 

n 

•  »• 

M 

»•  •> 

Ffruzibld           and 
Khdrraiij 

246 

462 

328 

n 

•  •• 

i» 

•  •• 

Firuzdbid  and  tbe 

Tang-i-Bahash... 

205 

465 

329 

»» 

... 

M 

•  •• 

Jarah  and  KaKmeh. 

172* 

467 

330 

» 

•  •  • 

n 

•  •  • 

Jarah  and  BuraVjun 

196 

470 

331 

n 

•  •« 

Dardb 

•  »» 

Fa«* 

150  < 

471 

119 

»» 

•  •• 

f» 

•  •  • 

Lake  Nfria 

182 

159 

150 

t» 

•  •• 

Hindi  in 

«•• 

Baibt 

••• 

194 

332 

»» 

*•• 

>» 

•  •« 

•  *• 

... 

473 

107 

•i 

•  •• 

Isfahan 

•  «• 

•  •  • 

... 

209 

158 

n 

•  •  • 

M 

•  ■  • 

Eklfd 

2921 

209 

159 

n 

•  •  • 

f> 

•  •« 

Asupaa    and     Tar- 

385 

w 

•  •• 

»» 

•  •  • 

gWn 

273  i 

210 

333 

»i 

«  •  • 

f» 

•  •* 

The  Post  Road     ... 
Kklid 

... 
292 

474 
474 

334 

» 

■  •  • 

M 

•  •» 

Tarphan 

278 

475 

192 

w 

•  • 

Karnitta 

■  •  ■ 

Abubnkr 

•  *  • 

270 

193 

t» 

•  •• 

t» 

•  ♦  t 

Saidabad  and  Kiris. 

•  •  • 

271 

335 

«>» 

■  •  • 

Khabfs 

1 

*  •• 

Saidabad  and  Kar- 

336 

»» 

*•  i 

Kuh-i-Dina'h 

and 

maa 

441 

477 

» 

back  again 

••• 

■  * »                           •  •  • 

... 

479 

337 

>» 

... 

Lar 

•  •• 

Ffnizabad  and  Kit. 

256 

4*2 

338 

>» 

•  •  • 

»» 

•  •  • 

Jahrum 

174 

484 

2il 

»» 

... 

Lingih 

•  •  • 

... 

339 

327 

339 

» 

.  .  . 

»» 

•  •• 

• .» 

3391 

485 

340 

>» 

... 

NMt 

•  •  • 

South  fthora  of  Lake 
Nfria 

109i 

486 

?li 

» 

■     •     > 

Said£Md 

•  •  • 

>ina 

2171 

430 

341 

»> 

•     •     •> 

Shu  star 

•  •  • 

Bihbahan 

•  •  • 

488 

350 

»* 

•     •     • 

Shustar 

•  • 

Ahwaz    and     Bih- 
bahan 

343 

499 

342 

»» 

•  •• 

Yaid 

«  •  • 

••• 

221 

491 

343 

w 

•    •    • 

M 

♦  •  • 

»•» 

•  •• 

492 

418 

l» 

•  •• 

n 

•  •  • 

Abarkuh 

218 

605 

419 

»» 

*     •     • 

»» 

«•• 

Baonit 

••» 

666 

70 

ShusUr  (493) 

•     •    • 

Bihbahan 

*  0  ft 

•  •  • 

181 

92 

344 

»j 

•    •    • 

»> 

...  1  Rim  Hormuz 

165 

494 

345 

t» 

...  I  Burujfrd 

1 

•  • •            ^                       ♦  •• 

183 

495 

132 

»» 

...     Dizful 

•  •  • 

Ab-i-Bid 

38  \ 

175 

316 

M 

... 

»» 

•  •  • 

»                    ... 

37 

495 

133 

M 

■  • . 

» 

«•• 

Kovntt 

36* 

175 

160 

W 

... 

Isfahan 

•  •• 

Ardal 

264 

211 

161 

W 

••  • 

»> 

•  *  • 

t$                      ... 

277 

213 

162 

M 

»•• 

*» 

•  • « 

Bazuft     and      the 
Chahar  Mahal  ... 

286 

219 

317 

n 

«*• 

»» 

•  *  • 

Baziift 

258 

41.6 

128 

»• 

•»• 

Karrointliib 

• « • 

•  •>• 

•  •  • 

497 

243 

»» 

... 

Mangasht 

•  •« 

•  ■  • 

101 

39 

348 

M 

... 

tt 

•» 

«  •• 

101 

497 

272 

»» 

•• . 

Mahanimarah 

•  •  • 

Ahwaz                 ... 

106 

3*6 

319 

M 

••• 

»i 

« « 

»i                      •«■ 

1281 

497 

341 

M 

... 

ShSrax 

•  «  • 

Bihbahan 

•  •• 

488 

18 


^■y. 


see 


No.  of  Route. 


350 

423 

38 

82 

83 

Appx.  VII 

364 

Appx.  I 

112 

201 

351 

202 
203 
204 

205 
807 

aos 

352 
353 
378 
408 

424 
30 
147 
354 
235 
236 


From 


ShHftar  (473) 


»» 

Sistan 

»» 


Suj  Bylak 
Suliinam'a  (504) 


»* 

» 

» 
»» 

» 
>» 
t» 
»J 
l» 

»• 


Sultanlbid  (510) 
Sultam'eh  (510) 


»» 
»> 


72 
356 
356 
116 
357 
163 
358 
19V 
359 
360 

361 
362 
314 
363 
3C4 
3G5 
366 
367 

868 


Talus  (512) 


9* 
» 
»» 

w 

M 
M 
it 
»» 

>» 
t» 
»• 
»» 
H 
M 
»» 
»» 

» 


•  •• 

•  •  • 


••• 

•   •   ft 


P  •  • 
•  •• 
•  •  ♦ 


•  ■  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 


■  •  • 
•  •  • 


To 


■•• 
•  ■> 
••• 
••• 

••• 

... 


Shirfe 

Zohdb 
Bam 
Birjand 
$» 

Tabas 
Baghdad 
Gulanibar 
Karnianshah 

>» 
M 
»» 
»> 

Sahna 

>• 
Sahna 

.Tabrfz 
Crumia 

Zohtib 

Badaraskan 

Hainadan 

ti 
Kum 


Beyaat 


»» 


•  ■  • 
••• 

t.  • 
•  f  • 


•  •  • 

•  •• 


Birjand 
Damghan 

■» 

Isfahan 

Kain 
Kannan 

»» 
Maahhad 

Nishapur 
Sabzawar 
Sainnan 


•  tf  ••• 

Sfstan  .,. 

Tun 

TurMfc  i-Haidari ... 
Turnhfz     (Sultana- 
bail) 
Yawl 


VI* 


Ah  wis    and     Bib- 
baton 


■  ■  • 

•  •  • 
«♦• 

•  •• 


Distance  hi 
miles. 


Sulimanfa  ... 

Ahmad  Kulwln  ... 

■  •  ■ 

(The        SchamXan 

Road) 
Grfhwara  and  Zobmb 
Halzebji  ... 

J  uanni  and  A  vroman 
Karind  and  Zohab 
Banah 
Pan  j  win 

»t  ... 

Bistan  and  Panjwin 
tfrumia 

Sakiz      and      Suj 
Biilak 


Kabutarhang 

Buatanak 

Hiiyar 


843 

368 

299 

266 

2011 

285 

248 

830 


••• 


499 

671 
47 
112 
113 
6H3 
520 
675 

its 


50* 
284 


140 
144 


••• 


1191 
186 


286 
287 
4*4 
427 
506 
5u6 
650 


as 

192 

511 
830 
821 


Khur 
Ardakan 


*•• 


••• 


••• 


The  Dasht-i-Lut ... 
Yuusi  and  Tiirbat- 
i- Haitian 


••• 

••• 
••• 


Baanruja 


••• 


••• 
••• 


250 

••• 

158 

411 

4U4 

378 

104 

267 

267 

210 
248 
225 
244 

•  •  • 

248 


9G 
512 
513 
164 
814 


615 


sir 

619 
61* 

487 

519 


621 


210 


634 


19 


Jto.  of  Boate. 

From 

369 

Tabrfc 

1624) 

•  t  • 

370 

>» 

•  ■  ■ 

371 

t$ 

•  •ft 

372 

» 

•  •• 

373 

i> 

•  •• 

374 

n 

•  ■  « 

Appx.  V. 

»• 

•  *• 

283 

w 

•  •   * 

375 

l» 

•  •• 

376 

M 

t  •  • 

309 

l» 

•  •  • 

377 

QTfi 

M 

•  •  • 

395 
403 
379 
380 

381 

5 

6 

382 

25 

26 

27 
383 
381 

Appx.  II. 

01 
107 
385 
386 
387 

888 
889 
107 
390 
262 
391 

392 

893 

894 

895 

895 

261a 

396 

397 

398 

399 

366 


t» 
»9 
tt 
II 
II 


Tiflii 


Tihran  (559) 


» 

tt 
» 

n 

n 
tt 
tt 

n 

it 
it 
»> 

tt 

M 

It 
ft 
tt 
tt 

ft 

n 

M 
II 
II 
II 


Tir'pul 
Tun  (622) 


ii 


>i 


ii 


To 


••• 
••• 


••• 
••• 
••• 

•  •  • 

••• 

» •  • 


VIA 


Distance  in 

miles. 


Aslanduz 
Antara 
Baiazid 
Karamiishab 

Khoi 
Mosul 

Buht 


ft 


Sahna 


>» 


SuHmanfa 

Tihran 

Turkumanchaf     ... 

t.runifa 

Ushnai  and  the  Kala- 

shin  Pass 
Van 
Tih  ran 
Ainul 


Ahar 

„    and  Ardabfl... 
Khoi 
Binab    and  Saiu 

Kala 
Marand 
.  jtfrumfaandRowandfe 
Suj  Bulak 
Ardabfl 
Ahar,  Ardabfl  and 

Astara 
Ardabfl    and   Kar- 

grbau 
Sakfz 
Marsha 
tlriinifa 


Astiabad 
i) 

ii 

ii 

i* 
Baghdad 

ii 

Bnrfarush 
Bushahr 

Caspian  (The) 
llatnadan 

»i 
Herat 
Mnhau 
Kum 
Mashbad 

ii 

Kasht 

Sarf 

Shihrud 

Tabrii 

Tiflis 

Mashbad 

Birjand 

ain 
Kh4f 
Xiidiapur 
Tahas 


•  •• 


... 


•  •  • 
... 


Binab 

Kutur 

Tabriz  and  Jolfa... 

Ab-i-Gami 

Ask 


and 


Chardeh 

Sam  nan 
Damghan  and  Firuz 

kiih 
Sarf,  Amul  and  Ask. 
Firuxkuh 
Hamadan  and  Kar- 

inanshah 
Hamadan  and 

Khanikin 
Dam  iiv  and 
Shiraz  and  Isfahan 
The  Post  Road     ... 
...  j  t'halas  Valley       ... 
Sagziabad         and 

A  veh 
Savah 
...i  Tiirshiz  and  Khaf. 
...  ■  Kum  and  Kashau. 

•  ••     |  ••• 

...    Shahnid  and  Xisha- 
pur 

••♦ 

...i  Sliirtrnli 
...  :  Firuzkiih 


Tabriz  and  Julfa... 


••• 


Afrfa 

...  -  Bihad 
Gunabad 


••• 
*». 


I 


Bashruya 


136 

214 
102 

3421 


320 


2901 


233 
226 


60 
182 

135 

•  •  •  • 

612 
117 
113 
238 

290 

243 
2374 


500 


125 
717 

717 
88 

202 
200 
645  i 

110 
546 

5.15 
211 

•  •  • 

237 

379  | 

612  ' 

168  ! 

b7  I 

63  ' 

72  I 

* 


Page. 


525 
526 
529 

531 
510 
541 
6SO 
405 

543 

548 
429 
548 
550 
616 
628 
553 

555 
657 
616 
7 
8 
561 

27 

29 

30 

566 

667 

676 

86 

142 

579 

590 

592 
51)2 
593 

598 
359 

GOO 

cm; 

609 
CIS 
616 

cit; 

35D 
CJ3 
C21 
625 
6:5 
621 


20 


No.  of  Boute. 


400 
81 
401 
407 
420 
402 

403 
404 

65 
405 
406 
407 
301 
367 
400 


From 


Tun  (622) 
TurbaVi-Haidari  (626) 


=*=^ 


To 


Via 


M 


l» 


»» 


Turbat-i-Shdikb  Jami 

(627) 
Turkumanchai  (628). 
Turshiz(629)Sultaua. 

bad 
TtirsWz 


•> 


»> 


»» 


»> 


»» 


if 


•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  ■• 


Turshfz 

Birjand 

Mashbad 

Tursbiz 

Yazd 

Kehriz 

Tabriz 


Birjand 

Bashniya 

Masbbad 

Xiabapur 

Turbat-i-Haidari. 

Sabzawar 

Tabaa 

Tun 


408  <(!rtimra(631)Saliauabad 


it 


379 
Appx.  VI    I  Uslinai 


380 


381 
381 


408a 
145a 
324« 


Ushnai  and  tbe  Kala- 
Bhin  1'asi 


Van 


a 


W 


Washt  (627) 


Salimania 

Tabriz 

Mosul 

Tabriz 


Kboi 
Tabriz 


Bampur 

Gusht 

Shandak 


•■■ 
••• 

•■• 
••• 
•  •• 


Distance  in! 
mild.    ! 


SujBuUkandSattz. 


Binab 


Kutux 


>ri 


104 

224 

77 

50 

393 

96 

GO 


101 

•  •« 

98 

50 

••« 

104 


13* 
168 

135 


100 
61 
55 


114 

631 
6C7 
6*7 


89 
63" 
631 
631 

41* 


£53 


3TH 


SI 


No.  of  Rout*. 


97 
409 

73 
117 
410 
164 
165 
195 
411 
196 
412 
207 
413 
414 
415 
416 

274 

417 
842 
343 
418 
419 
368 
420 


8 
421 
422 
310 
423 
424 


From 


Yamtit  Plain 
Yazd  (639) 


»» 

»» 
»» 

n 
n 
it 
f» 
»» 
it 
•» 
» 

Yazd 
»> 

tt 

l> 

tt 
t$ 
t» 

tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 


Zinjan  (668) 


»• 


>• 


Zohib  (670) 


tt 

tt 


•  •• 

••• 

•  •  • 
• » • 

•  ■■ 
•■• 
••• 
••• 
••• 


•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •• 


••• 
•  ■  • 


••■ 


To 


Biynurd 

Bandar  AbbaS     ... 

Beyaza 

Damghan 


»» 
Isfahan 

a 

Karman 

i* 
»* 

Kashan 

Khaf 
KhiSr 
Mashhad 

Naiband 

Nafn 
Sbiraz 

»i 
tt 

Tabaa 


fa* 


via 


The  Atrak 


Turbat-i-Haidari ... 


Ardabfl 


>» 


Mian* 
Sahna 
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